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B  o  o  K  ^  ^'    A   Congrefs  had  been  opened  at  Niemerow'ia 

11.  Poland,    to    compromife    the    differences 

^^— N^  between  the  Czarina  and  the  Grand  Signor :  but  this 

^'^'*'  proving  ineffedtual,  the  Emperor  declared  war  againft 

the  Turks,    and  demanded  affi (lance  from  the  diet 

of  the  empire.     He  concerted  the  operations  of  the 

campaign  with  the  Emprefs  of  Mufcovy.     It  was 

agreed,  that  the  Imperiahfls,  under  Count  Secken- 

dorf   Ihould    attack  Widin    in    Servia,  while   the 

,   Ruffians,  commanded  by  Count  de  Munich,  (hould 

penetrate  to  the  Ukraine,  and  belicge  Oczakow,  on 

the  BoriRhenes/    The^gcordingly  advanced  againft 

'**•*'  this 
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this  place,  Which  was  garrifoned  by  twenty  thoufand  CHAP, 
men  ;  dnd  on  the  fide  of  the  Borifthenes  defended  ^.  ^]\j 
by  eighteen  gallies.  The  Mufcovitcs  carried  on  itstT 
their  approaches  with  fuch  impetuofity  and  perfere- 
rance,  that  the  Turks  were  terrified  at  their  valour, 
and  in  a  few  days  capitulated.  Among  thofe  who 
lignalifed  themfelves  by  uncommon  marks  of  prow- 
efs  in  thefe  attacks,  was  General  Keith,  now  Field- 
marfhal  in  the  Pruflian  fer\'ice5  who  was  dangeroufly 
wounded  on  this  occafion.  Mean  while  Count 
Seckendorf,  finding  it  impoffible  to  reduce  Widin 
without  a  fquadron  of  fhips  on  the  Danube,  turned 
his  arms  againfl:  Nifla,  which  was  furrendered  to 
him  on  the  eight-and-twentieth  day  of  July:  but 
this  was  the  fartheft  verge  of  his  good  fortune.  The 
'Turks  attacked  the  pofl:  which  the  Imperialifts  oc- 
cupied along  the  Danube.  They  took  the  fort  of 
l^adudil,  burned  the  town  of  Has  in  Wallachia,  and 
plundered  the  neighbouring  villages.  The  Prince 
of  Saxe-Hildburghaufen,  who  had  invefted  Bagna- 
lack  in  Bofnia,  was  defeated,  and  obliged  to  repafs 
the  Saave.  Count  Seckendorf  was  recalled  to  Vi- 
enna ;  and  the  command  of  the  army  devolved  upon 
Count  Philippi.  Count  KevenhuUer  was  obliged 
to  retreat  from  Servia ;  and  Nifla  was  retaken  by  the 
Muffiilmen.  The  conferences  at  Niemerow  were 
broken  off;  and  the  Turkifh  Plenipotentiaries  re- 
turned to  Conftantinople. 

§  II.  The  kingdom  of  Poland  now  enjoyed  the 
moft  pcrfedl  repofe  under  the  dominion  of  Auguftus* 
Ferdinand,  the  old  Duke  of  Courland,  dying  with- 
out iflue,  the  fuccefllon  was  difputed  by  the  Teuto- 
nick  order  and  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  while  the 
States  of  Courland  claimed  a  right  of  election,  and 
fcnt  deputies  to  Peterlburg,  iniploring  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Czarina.  A  body  of  Ruffian  troops  im- 
mediately entered  that  country  :  and  the  States  ele<51- 
ed  the  Count  de  Biron,  High-Chamberlain  to  the 
Emprefs  of  Mufcovy.  Tlie  Eledor  of  Cologn,  as 
B  2  Grand 
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"fe'oolc  Grand-hidtTer  ^of  ihc  Teiitonidk  order,  protcftcd 
\i^w  againft^this  deftibti ;  but  the  Ring  of  Poland  agreed 
^[^JJtT^  to  it,  on  '  certain  conditibns  fettled  at  Dantiick  wifti 
the  comniiflaries  of  the  riew'DuTce  and  thbfe  of  tfie 
Czarina.  In  the  nkinth  of  July,  JoHn'  Gaflbn  dc 
M^dicis,  'Great  Dukdof  Tiifcariy,  diedat  Florence; 
and  the  Prinde  de  Gr^oti  took  pofleflion  bf  his  ter- 
ritories, in  the  nanie  bf  the^Duke  of  Lorraihe,  to 
whom  the  Emperor  had  already  granted  the  cven- 
tualinveftiture  of  that  duehy. 

§  III.  In'Eiigland,  the  ^att'enlion  of  the' pubHcfk 
was  attracted  by^an  open  breac^h  in  th^  royal  family. 
The  Prineefs  of  Wales  had -advanced  to  the  Tcry  hlft 
mortth  of  her  pre'giiancybtfore  the  King  and  Quein 
were  informed  bf  her  being  With  child.  She  wis 
twice  conveyed* fi"om  'Hambtbn-Gourt  to  the  psdace 
of  St.  James's  Hvh^n  her  labour^ pains  were  fuppbfed 
to  be  approaching  ;  ^and  at  length  was  delivered  bf 
a  princefs  in  about  two  hours  after  her  arrival.  TfTic 
King  being  apprifed  bf  this  evint,  fent  a  ttiefla^c 
by  the  Earl  of  Elfex  to  the  Prince,  expreffing  bi^ 
difpleafure  at  the  conduit  of  his  Royal  Hi^hnefs,  ks 
an  indignity  ofF(ti'ed  tb  himfelf  and  the  Queen.  The 
Prince  ddprecited  his  Majefty*s  anger  in  feveral 
fiibmiffive  Idtters,  and  implored  the  Queen's  me- 
diation. The  Princefs  joined  her  entreaties  to  thofc 
of  his  Rbyal  Highnefs  :  'but  -all  their  hutnility  an4 
fupplication  proved  incfFedtual.  The  King,  in  an- 
otncr  hieflfkgefent  by  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  obferved, 
that  the  Prince  had  removed  the  Ppncefs  twice  in 
the  week  immediately  preceding  the  day  of  her  de- 
livery from  the  place  of  his  Majefty's  refidence,  in 
expedlation  of  her  labour :  and  both  times,  on  his 
return,  induftrioufly  concealed  from  the  knowledge 
of  the  King  and  Queen  every  circumftance  relariiig 
to  this  important  affair  :  that  at  laft,  without  giving 
any  norice  to  their  Majefties,  he  had  precipitately 
hurried  the  Princefs  from  Hampton-Court,  in  a 
condition  not  to  be  named  :  that  the -whole  tenour 
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of  hU  coadu6l,  for  a,  confideraljla  tineie,J^d,bccn  CJH^P. 
fo  entirely  void. of  all  real  duty  to  tb^  Kiag,  that  y^^^-  ^ 
his  Majefty  h^d  reafon  to  be  highly  off  elided  with  1^3^ 
him.  He  gave  him  tp  ii;id?rftand,  thati  until,  he 
(hould  witMraw  his  regard  and.  cotofideB^ge.  from 
t^ofe  by  whofe  inftigation^and  advice  he  was  dircdtr 
cd  and  encpuri^d  in  his  unwarrantable  behaviour 
tQ  his.M^efty  and  the  Queen,  and  return  to  his 
dyty^  he.(hould  not  refide  in  the  palace:  he,  there- 
fpre,  fignified  his . plcafur^  that  he  {houW. leave  St^ 
James's^  with  all  his  family^  when  it  could  be  done 
without-prejudice  or  inconvenience  to  the  Princefs* 
In.  obedience  tp  this  order  the  Prince  retired  to 
I^ew,  and  niade  other  efforts  ,to  he  re-adnut;ted  into 
hlsJNl^efiy^s  favour,  which,  however,  he  could  not 
retrieve.  Whatever  might  have  been  his  defign  in 
concealing  fo  long  from  the  King  and  Queen  the 

Eregnancy  of  the  Princefs,  and  afterwards  hurrying 
cr  from  place  to  place  in  fuch  a  condition,  to  the 
manifeftihasMird  of  her  life,  his  Majefly  had  certainly 
caufe  to  be  offended  at  this  part  of  liis  condudl: 
though  tlw  puni(hment  feems  to  have  been  fevere, 
if  not  rigorous ;  for  he  was  not  even  admitted  into 
the  prefence  of  the  Queen  his  mother,  to  exprefs  his 
duty  to  her,  in  her  lafl  moments,  to  emplore  her 
forgivcne(s,  and  receive  her  laft  bleffing.  She  died 
of  a  mortification  in  her  bowels,  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  November,  in  the  fifty-fifth  year  of  her  age^ 
regretted  as  a  Princefs  of  uncommon  Yagacity,  and 
a^  a  pattern  of  conjugal  virtue^ 

^  IV.  The  King  opened  the  feflion  of  Parliament 
on  the  twenty- fourth  day  of  January,  with  a  ihort 
fpeech  recommending  the  difpatch  of  the  pubUck 
bufinefs  with  prudence  and  unanimity.  Each  Houfe 
ppefcnted  a  warm  addrefs  of  condolence  on  the 
Queen's  death,  with  which  he  feemed  to  be  ex- 
tremely affeded.  Though  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
unanimoufly  fympathifed  with  the  King  in  his  afliic- 
tion>  the  miniver  flill  met  with  contradidion  in 
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BOOKfomc  of  his  favourite  meafures.     One  would  ima- 
l^'      gine  that  all  the  arguments  for  and  againft  a  (land- 
^TtstT  i"g  army  in  time  of  peace  had   been  already  ex- 
haufted;    but,    when  it  was  moved  that  the  fame 
number  of  land  forces  which  they  had  voted  in  the 
preceding  year  fhould  be  continued  in  pay  for  th^  . 
pnfuing  year,  the  difpute  was  renewed  with  furprifin^ 
vivacity,  and  produced  fome  reafons  which  had  not 
been  fuggefted  before.     The  adherents  of  the  mi- 
nifter  fairly  owned,  that  if  the  army  fhould  be  dif- 
banded,  or  even  confiderably  reduced,  they  believed 
the  Tory  intereft  would  prevail :  that  the  prefent 
number  of  forces  was  abfolutcly  neceflary  to  main- 
tain the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  which  was  filled  with 
plamour  and  difcontent,  as  well  as  to  fupport  the 
Whig  intereft  ;  and  that  they  would  vote  for  keej>- 
ing  up  four  times  the  number,  fhould  it  be  found 
expedient  for  that  purpofe.     The  members  in  the 
oppofition  replied,  that  this  declaration  was  a  fevere 
fatire  on    the  miniftry,   whofe   cpndu6l  had  given 
birth  to  fuch  a  fpirit  of  difcontent.     They  faid  it 
was  in  effect  a  tacit  acknowledgement,    that   what 
they  called  the  Whig  intereft  was  no  more  than  an 
inconfiderable  party,  which  had  engroflifed  the  admi- 
niftration  by   indirect   methods;    which  a6led  con- 
trary to  the  fenfe  of  the  nation  ;  and  depended  for 
fupport  upon  a  miUtary  power,   by  which  the  people 
in  general  were  overawed,  and  confequently  enflaved. 
They  affirmed,    that  the   difcontent  of  which   the 
miniftry  complained  was  in  a  great  meafure  owing  tq 
that  very  ftanding  army,    which  perpetuated  their 
taxes,  and    hung   over  their   heads   as   the   inftru- 
nients   of  arbitrary   power   and   oppreffioq.      Lord 
Pohvarth  explained  the  nature  of  Whig  principles, 
and  demonftrated  that  the  party  which  diftinguifhed 
itfelf  by   this  appellation,    no   longer  retained  the 
maxims  by  which  the  Whigs  were  originally  charac- 
terifed.     Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton,  who  fpoke  with 
fhe  courage  and  freedom  of  an  pld  Englilh  Baron, 
2  4^cl^r^^i 
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declared,  he  never  knew  a  member  of  that;  Houfc,  CHAP. 

who  adled  on  true  Whig  principles,  vote  for  a  (land-  ^  ^^'  ^ 

ing  army  in  time   of  peace,    "  I  have   heard  of     itstT 

**  Whigs  (faid  he)  who  oppofed  all  unhmited  votes 

**  of  credit :    I  have  heard  of  Whigs  who  looked 

*^  upon  corruption  as  the  greateft  curfe  that  could 

"  befal  any  nation :    I  have  heard  of  Whigs  who 

**  cfteemed  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  to  be  the  moft 

"  valuable  privilege  of  a  free  people,  and  triennial 

"  Parliaments  as  the  greateft  bulwark  of  their  liber-^ 

*'  ties ;  and  I  have  heard  of  a  Whig  adminiftration 

^*  which  has  refented  injuries  done  to  the  trade  of 

"  the  nation,  and  revenged   infults  offered  to  the 

**  Britilh  flag." — ^The  miniftry  triumphed  as  ufual, 

and  the  fame  number  of  forces  was  continued. 

^  V.  Ever  (ince  the  treaty  of  Seville,  the  Spa- 
niards in  America  had  almoft  inceflantly  infulted 
and  diftrefled  the  commerce  of  Great- Britain.  They 
difputed  the  right  of  Englifli  traders  to  cut  logwood 
in  the  bay  of  Campeachy,  and  gather  fait  on  the 
iiland  of  Tortugas ;  thdugh  that  right  was  acknow- 
ledged by  imphcation  in  all  the  treaties  which  had 
been  lately  concluded  between  the  two  nations.  The 
Captains  of  their  armed  veflels,  known  by  the  name 
of  guarda-coftas,  had  made  a  pradtice  of  boarding 
and  plundering' Britifh  fhips,  on  pretence  of  fearch- 
ing  for  contraband  commodities,  on  which  oceafions 
they  had  behaved  with  the  Utmoft  infolence,  cruelty, 
and  rapine.  Some  of  their  fhips  of  war  had  adlually 
Sff^ked  a  *fleet  of  Ehglifti  merchant-fhips  at  the 
ifland  of  Tortugas,  a$  if  they  had  been  at  open  en- 
mity with  England.  They  had  feis^d  and  detained 
a  great  number  of  Britifh  veflels,  imprifoned  their 
crews,  and  confifcated  their  cargoes,  in  violation  of 
treaties,  in  defiance  of  common  juftice  and  huma-r 
nity.  Repeated  metnorials  were  prefented  to  the 
court  of  Spain,  by  the  Britifh  Ambafladorat  Ma- 
drid. He  was  amufcd  with  evafive  anfwers,  vague 
proq^ifes  of  enquiry,  and  cedul^s  of  ipdrudtions  lent 
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B.O  O  R:;tO/  the  Sp^oiftf .  Gov^rBoi^  in  An^ncfi, .  to.  wf^pb*. 

y^'l^  J  th^yipaid  no  fprt  of:  regarcj.    Not,  bw^  th#f  the:Spar. 
xi^j,    niards  h^d  r«aW  to-copaplain,  in  tjKJr  tvfnv .  of ^  th#f 
iUi<;it  conomerce  which  the  £ng}iih  traders  jfioop^  Ja- 
njaica  and  othei^  iflandis .  carried  on .  with:  tbjek:  fivb- 
je<Sts  on  the  continent  of  Sou^JvAwjCfica^:  though- 
this  could  notjuftify  the  depredations  apdxmcUiies* 
wjbkh  the  conapaanders  of  t  the  gjuarda-cpitai .  h»ct 
committed^  without  provocatipo  or  pif  fences  • 

^.VJ.  I'he,  njerchants  of  EngUn^tlwdly.  corxi- 
pjained  of  thefe  outrage? :  the  n^tioi^  w»s  Bi:^d  witb 
refentmcnt,  aod  cried  for  vengeMce:^  but;  th^  nw>if- 
tec  -appcaTcd  cold,  phlegmatick^ .  and  •  tin[H)rQUJ».     Hc^  - 
k^cw  that  a  war  WQi^ldiiayolve  hjijain  f^j^h  difficul- 
ties as  muft  of  neccflity-.  enda^^erl^s  adwimftwtiqBu 
The  treafure  which  he  now  employed  ifof  dotneftick 
piirpofea,  muft  in  that  cafir  be  expended  'in  ,n(iilitary » 
ai?maments :  the  wheels  of  that  machi^^  on  which  he 
had  raifed  his  influence  would  no  longer  qwve  :  the  x 
oppofitioa  would  of  confequ^noe  gain  ground,  andi 
the  impofition  of  frefh  taxes^  ne/cefl^y^fpr  th^  main- . 
tcaancc  of  the  war,   would  fill. up  tfec'  mcafure  ofi 
popular  rcfentiwnt  againft  his  pejfon  andrnJAiftry^ 
Moved  by  thefe  confideratioiiijs,  he  i«)dtiArioufly  ea-, 
c^avQuxed  to  avoid  a  rupture,  aqd  to .  obtain  fome^» 
fort  of  fatisfe^ion  by  dipt  of  memorials  and  nego* 
dations,.  in  which  he,  betrayed  his  own  fears  to  fuch; 
a,  degree,   as;  animated  the,  Spaniards  to  perfift  in^ 
their  depredations,   and-  e^couragedr,  the.  court  ofj 
Madrid  to  difregard  the,.remoi>ftranc€s.  oft  the.  Bri*r 
tiflrAmbaflador«    But  this  appreheniioQ  of  war  didi 
jiot  proceed  from  SpgUn  o^Ay.:  the  two  hrajacli/es  c^f 
the  Houfe.  of  Bourboii  Wicre,  now.  uuitcid  byi  politicks^ 
as  well  as.by  con(anguinity ;  and  he  did  not.  doubt> 
that  in  cafe  of  a.  rupture,  with  Spain>.  they  wquldr 
join  their  forces:  ag^inftt  Great-Britftin.      Pfetitjonsi 
were  delivered  to  the  Houfe  by  OKfchaots  from  dif-. 
fercnt  parts  of  the  kingdom,  explaining,  the^  rt pea*ed^ 
\iokr>?cs  f 9  which,  they.  h*dbcejv  expofed,  acid  ims. 
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il\9«itd  tbinfe  fit^  tQ  be:  hedi:d  by  th^^s^tlres^  or  by: 
counffL  Sir  John  .Barnard  iBoved  for.  slo,  .addrefs  to« 
the  King^  that  aU:tbic.  memocials  aad  pap^ers  relating. 
to  the  SpanKh  depredations  (hould  be  laid  before  the 
If  oofe  ;  acid  thi3^  with  .focwi  ahcratioa  propofed  by 
Sir  Robert  Waipole,  was,  aiiually  prefcated.  In. 
compliance  with  the  reiqueft^  an^encH^nKM^inultitude. 
oif:  letters  atKl  menaoi-iaU  wa^>producedi 

§.V1L  The  Houie,  in  a  grand  committee,  pre- 
ceded to  hear  counfel  fbr^the.  merchants,  and  e^^^. 
mine  evidence ;  by  which  it  appeared  that  amazingi 
a^ta.of  wanton  cruelty  and  injuftice  had  been  perpe- 
trated by  Spaniard3  on  the  fubje<Sls  of  Great-Britain* 
Mr*  Pulteney  expatiated  upon  tliefe  circumftancci* 
of  barbarity*  He  demonflr^ed,  from  treaties,  the. 
right  of  the  Britiih  .traders  to  the  logwood  of)  Gamr 
peachy,  and  to  the  fait  of  Tortugas :  he  exppfed  the. 
pufillanimity  of  the  miniftcr,  and  i  the  futility,  of  his. 
negociations :  he  moved  for  fuch  rcfciutions  as.would* 
evince  the  refentment  of  an  injured  nation,  and  the, 
vigpur  of  a  Britiih  Parliament.  Thefe  were  warmly  ^ 
combated  by  Sir  Robert  VValpole,  who  affirmed,  ' 
they  would  cr?imp  the  minifters.  in  their  endeavouri. 
to  compromife  tlKfe  differences :  that  they  would 
fruftrate  their  negociations,  entrench  upon  the  King^s 
prerogative,  and.  precipitate  the  nation  into  an  un- 
neccflary  and  expenfive  war.  Anfwcrs  produced 
replies,  and  a  general  i  debate  enfued.  A  refolution 
waa  reported ;  but  the  queftion  being  put  for  re- 
committing it ;  was  carried  in  the  negative.  The 
Houfe,  however,  agreed  to  an  addrefs,  befeeching 
his  Majefiy  to  ufe  his  endeavours  to  obtain  effcdual 
relief  for  tiis  injured  fubjecSs,  to  convince  the  court 
of  Spain  that  his  Majeily  could  no  longer  fuf&r  fuch 
cooftant  and  repeated  infulrs  and  injuries  to  be  car* 
^ied  on^   tp  the  diihonour  of  his  crown^  and  to  the 

ruin 


Digitized 


by  Google 


10  HISTORY   OF  ENGLAND. 

BOOK  ruin  of  his  trading  fubjedls  ;  and  afluring  him,  that 
^^'  in  cafe  his  royal  and  friendly  inftances  with  the 
i^7]*"^Catholick  King  fhould  mifcarry,  the  Houfe  would 
efFe<5tually  fupport  his  Majefty  in  taking  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  honour  and  juftice  fhould  make  it  neceflary 
for  him  to  purfue.  To  this  addrefs  the  King  made 
a  favourable  anfwer. 

Jin.  1738.  §  VIII.  The  next  important  fubjedt  on  ^hich 
both  fides  exercifed  their  talents,  was  a  bill  prepared 
and  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pulteney,  for  the  more  effec- 
tual fecuring  the  trade  of  his  Majefty's  fubjefls  in 
America.  This  was  no  other  than  the  revival  of 
part  of  two  a£b  pafled  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne, 
by  which  the  property  of  all  prizes  taken  from  the 
enemy  was  vefted  in  the  captprs :  while  the  Sove- 
reign was  empowered  to  grant  commiffions  or  char- 
ters to  any  pcrfons  or  focieties,  for  taking  any  (hips, 
goods,  harbours,  lands,  or  fortifications  of  the  na- 
tion's enemies  in  America,  and  for  holding  and 
enjoying  the  fame  as  their  own  property  and  eftate 
for  ever.  The  miniftry  endeavoured  to  evade  the 
difcuffion  of  this  bill,  by  amuling  the  Houfe  with 
other  bufinefs,  until  an  end  fhould  be  put  to  the 
feffion.  A  mean  artifice  was  pra6lifed  with  this 
view ;  and  fome  fevere  altercation  paficd  between 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  and  Mr.  Pulteney.  At  length 
the  bill  was  read,  and  gave  rife  to  a  very  long  and 
warm  contefl,  in  which  the  greateft  orators  of  both 
fides  found  opportunities  to  difplay  their  eloquence 
and  fatire.  Mr.  Pulteney  defended  the  bill  with  all 
the  ardour  of  paternal  affedion  ;  but,  nqtwithftand- 
ing  his  warmcft  endeavours,  it  was  rejected  upon  a 
divifion. 

^  IX.  When  the  mutiny- bill  wasfent  up  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  a  long  debate  arofe  upon  the  num- 
ber of  troops  voted  for  the  enfuing  year.  Lord 
Carteret  explained  the  fituation  of  affairs,  in  almofl 
every  nation  of  Europe,  with  great  concifenefs  and 
precifion,    He  demonflrated  the  improbabihty  of 
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a  rupture  between  Great-Britain  and  any  power  CHAP, 
againft  which  a  land  army  could  be  of  any  fervice.  ^  ^j\m 
He  examined  the  domeftick  circumftances  of  the  i73g. 
nation  ;  and  proved,  that  whatever  difcontents  there 
might  be  in  the  kindom,  there  was  little  or  no  dif- 
afFedtion,  and  no  feeming  deiign  to  overturn  or 
difturb  the  government.  In  anfwer  to  an  argu-r 
ment,  that  fuch  a  number  of  regular  forces  was  ne^ 
ceflary  for  preventing  or  quelling  tumuhs,  and  for 
enabling  the  civil  magiftrate  to  execute  the  laws  of 
his  country,  he  exprefTed  his  hope  that  he  (hould 
never  fee  the  nation  reduced  to  fuch  unfortunate  cir- 
cumftances :  he  faid,  a  law  which  the  civil  power 
was  unable  to  execute,  muft  either  be  in  itfelf  oppref- 
(ive,  or  fuch  a  one  as  afforded  a  handle  for  oppref- 
lion.  In  arguing  for  a  reduction  of  the  forces,  he 
took  notice  of  the  great  increafe  of  the  national 
expence.  He  obferved,  that  before  the  Revolution, 
the  people  of  England  did  not  raife  above  two  mil- 
lions for  the  whole  of  the  publick  charge  ;  but  now 
what  was  called  the  current  expence,  for  which  the 
Parliament  annually  provided,  exceeded  that  fum  ; 
befides  the  civil  lift,  the  intereil  due  to  the  publick 
creditors,  and  the  finking  fixnd,  which,  added  toge- 
ther, compofed  a  burthen  of  fix  millions  yearly. 
The  Earl  of  Chefterfield,  on  the  fame  fubje<^, 
affirmed,  that  flavery  and  arbitrary  power  were  the 
certain  confeauences  of  keeping  up  a  ftanding  army 
for  any  number  of  years.  It  is  the  machine  by 
which  the  chains  of  flavery  arc  rivetted  upon  a  free 
people.  They  may  be  fecretly  prepared  by  corrup- 
tion ;  but,  unlefs  a  ftanding  army  nrotedted  thofc 
that  forged  them,  the  people  would  break  then\ 
afunder,  and  chop  off  the  polluted  haiids  by  which 
they  were  prepared.  By  degrees  ^  free  people  muft 
be  accuftomed  to  be  governed  by  an  army :  by 
degrees  that  army  muft  be  made  ftrong  enough  to 
hold  them  in  fubjedlion.  England  hacl  for  many 
years  been  accuftomed  to  ^  flanding  army,  under 
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BOOKt  pretence  of  its  beiDg  ncccflitryv  to  affift*  t\\c.  citil  j 
i^Il^  power ;    and  by  degrees  the  nuqi^)cr  and  ftreng^h  of 
^^3^  it  Ixave  been  increa(iag^     At  the  a^rceffioq.of  the  la^c 
King  it  did  not  exceed  fix  thoufand  :  it;  fpo^^inpunt- 
cd  tp  double  that  number,  -which  has.  been  fince 
augmented  under  various  pretences.    He  therefore 
cpncjuded,  that  ikvery,  under  the  diigiyfe.  of  aa  . 
army  for  protedling  the  liberties  of  the  people^   was, 
creeping,  in  upon  them  by  degrees ;  if  no  redu6lioa , 
ilic^uld  be  made,   he  declared  1^9  ihpuld  c:fpc.(ft  in  a, 
few  years  to  hear  fome.  minifter,    or  favourite  of  a, 
minifter,  terrifying  the  Houfe  with  im^nary  pjbts .. 
and  invafions,  and  majcing  the  toiv  of  Europe  ia 
fearch   of    poflible  dangers,  to  fhow,  the  neceflity., 
cf .  keeping  up  a  mercenary  ftandiog  army,    three 
timies  as  numerpus  as  the  prefent.     In  fpite.  Q^  thofe 
faggeftions,  the  ftanding  army  maintained  its  grpund,. 
The  fame  noblemen,  affifted  by  Lord  Bathurfi,  dif- 
tinguifhed  themfelves  in  a  debate  upon  thpSpanifl>. 
depredations,    which  comprehended  the  ftme  argu-  , 
ments  that  were  ufed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
They  met  with  the  fame  fuccefs  in  both.     RefoJu- 
tions  equivalent  to  thofe  of  the  Lower  Houfe  were, 
.  taken  :  an  addrefs  was  prefented  ;   and  his  Majefty 
aifured  them  he  would  repeat,   in  the  moft  prefling 
manner,   his  inftances  at  the  court  i  of  S^p^  in  or- ' 
der  to  obtain  fatisfa6tion  and  fecurity.  for  hi;5  fubje<5ts^ 
trading  to  America.     This  aflurance  was   renewed  ^ 
in  his  fpecch  at  tlie  clofe  of  the  fcirion,  on  the  twen- 
titCth  of  Mayt  when  the  Parliament  was  prorogued. 

^  X^  At  this  period  the  Princefs  of  Wales  was 
delivered  of  a  fon,  who  was  baptifed  by  the  name 
of  George,  now  King  of  Great- Britain.  His  birth . 
v^as  celebrated  with  uncommon  rejoicings :  addrefles 
of  congratulation  were  prefented  to  the  Bvjng  by  the 
two  univerfxties,  and  by  almoft  all  the  cities  and. 
communities  of  the  kingdom.  But  the  Prince  of 
Wales  flill  laboured  under  the  difpleafure  of  his 
Majefty,  who  had  ordered  the  Lord-Chamberlain  to 
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'  ,fignify  in  the  Gazette,  that  no  perfon  who  vifited'CHAK 
the  Prince  fhould  be  admitted  to  the  court  of  St.  ,^   ^K  j 
James's.     His  Royal  Highnefs  was  divefted  of  all  ^j^ 
'  the*  external  marks  of  royalty,  and  lived  like  a  pri- 
vate gentleman,   cultivating  the  virtues  of  a  foci'al 
life,  and  ^jo}^ng  the  beft  fruits  of  conjugal  felicity. 
In  the  latttr  end  of  this  month,  Rear-Admiral  Had- 
do<^k  fet'fail  wiih'^a  ftrong  fquadroTi  for  the  Mediter- 
ranean, which  it  was  hoped  would  give  weight  to 
the  ticgociation  of  the  firitifh  minifter  at  the  couit 
of  Madrfd,     The    aft  to    difcourge   the   retail  6{ 
fpirittrous'Wqoors  had  incenfed  the  populace  to  fuch 
a  degree  as '  oci^afibrtcd  *  ntitoberiefs  tumults  in  the 
cities  of  *  London  and  Weflttli^fter.    They  were  fo 
addifted  to  the  ufe  of  that  pemiddus  compound, 
known  by  the  appellation  of  gi^  or  geneva,  that  they 
ran  all  rifiqufes  rather  than  forego  it  ehtirely ;  and  fo 
*iitHe  regard  was  paid  to  the  law  by  which  it  wis 
'  prthibited,  that  in  lefs  than  two  years  twelve  thou- 
'fand  fierforts  **ithin  the  bills  bf  hiortaUty  were  con- 
Tided  of 'ha<^ing  fold  it  illegally.     Nearly  one  half 
of  that  number  were  call  in  the  penalty  of  one  hiin- 
dftd  pounds:  and  three  thoufand  pcrfons  paid  ten 
pounds  each,  for  an  exemption  from  the  difgrace  6f 
being  committed  to  the  houfe  of  correction. 

^XI.  The  war  maintained  by  the  Emperor  and 
the  Czarina  againfi  the  Ottoman  Porte,  had  not  yet 
produced  any  decifive  event.  Count  Seckendorf 
was  difgraccd  and  confined  on  account  of  his,  ill 
fucccfs  of  the  laft  campaign.  General  Doxat  was 
tried  by  a  council  of  war  at  Belgrade,  and  condemned 
to  d^ath,  for  having '  fuiTendered  to  the  enemy  the 
town  of  Nifla,  in AVliich  he  commanded.  The  diet 
of  the  empire  granted  a  fubfidy  of  fifty  Roman 
mohths  to  the  Emperor,  who  began  to  make  vigo- 
rous preparations  for  the  enfuing  campaign :  but,  in 
the  mean  tinde,  Ragotfki,  Vaivode  of  Tranfylvania, 
reX'oJted  againft  the  rloufe  of  Auflria,  and  brought* a 
confiderable  army  into  the  fi^ld,  under  the  pmteCr 
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BOOK  tion  of"  the  Grand  Signoi*^     He  was  immediately 

^^ ^^-  ,  proclaimed  a  rebel,  ana  a  price  fet  upon  his  head  by 

^73^  the  court  of  Vienna.  The  Turks  taking  the  field 
early,  reduced  the  foft  of  Ufitza  and  Meadia,  and 
undertook  the  fiege  6f  Orfova,  which,  however, 
they  abandoned  at  the  approach  of  the  Imperial 
army,  commanded  by  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany, 
affifted  by  Count  Konigfegg.  The  Turks,  being 
reinforced,  marched  back,  and  attacked  the  Impe- 
rialifts,  by  whom  they  were  repulfed  after  an  obfti- 
nate  engagement.  The  Germans,  notwithftanding 
this  advantage,  repafled  the  Danube ;  and  then  the 
infidels  made  themfelves  mailers  of  Orfova,  where 
they  found  a  fine  train  of  artillery,  defigncd  for 
the  liege  of  Widin.  By  the  conqucft  of  this  place, 
the  Turks  laid  the  Danube  open  to  their  gallies  and 
veflels ;  and  the  Germans  retired  under  the  cannon 
of  Belgrade.  In  the  Ukraine,  the  RufEans  under 
General  Count  Munich  obtained  the  advantage  over 
the  Turks  in  two  engagements;  and  Greneral  Lacy 
routed  the  Tartars  of  the  Crimea:  but  they  returned 
in  greater  numbers,  and  harafled  the  Mufcovites  in 
fuch  a  manner,  by  intercepting  their  provisions,  and 
deflroying  the  country,  that  they  were  obliged  to 
abandon  the  lines  of  Precops. 

^  XII.  In  the  month  of  06lober,  an  afFair  of 
very  fmall  importance  produced  a  rupture  between 
the  King  of  Denmark  and  the  Eledlor  of  Hanover. 
A  detachment  of  Hanoverians  took  by  aflault  the 
cAftlc  of  Steinhorft,  belonging  to  the  Privy  Coun- 
fcllor  Wederkop,  and  defended  by  thirty  Danifh 
dragoons,  who  had  received  orders  to  repel  force 
by  force.  Several  men  .were  killed  on  both  fides, 
before  the  Hanoverians  could  enter  the  place,  when 
the  garrifon  was  difarmed,  and  conducted  to  the 
frontiers.  This  petty  difputc,  about  a  fmall  terri- 
tory which  did  not  yield  the  value  of  one  thoufand 
pounds  a  year,  had  well  nigh  involved  Hanover  in  a 
war,  which,  in  all  probability,  Great-Briuin  muft 
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have  mjuntained:    but   this  difpute  was  cdm]>ro-  CHAP, 
nufed  by  a  convention  between  the  King  of  Eng-     ^• 
land  and  Denmark.  vmT 

§  XIII.  The  feffion  of  Parliament  was  opened  on 
the  firft  day  of  February,  when  the  King  in  his 
fpeech  to  both  Houfes,  gave  them  to  underftand, 
.that  a  convention  was  concluded  and  ratified  between 
him  and  the  King  of  Spain,  who  had  obliged  him- 
felf  to  make  reparation  to  the  Britifh  fubjedls  for 
their  lofles,  by  certain  ftipulated  payments:  the 
Plenipotentiaries  were  named  and  appointed  for  re- 
gulating,  within  a  limited  time,  all  thofe  grievances 
and  ab^es  which  had  hitherto  interrupted  the  com- 
merce of  Great-Britain  in  the  American  feas :  and 
for  fettling  all  matters  in  difpute,  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  might  for  the  future  prevent  and  remove  all  new 
caufes  and  pretences  of  complaint.  The  morion  for 
an  addrefs  of  approbation  was  difputed  as  ufuai. 
Though  the  convention  was  not  yet  laid  before  the 
Houfe,  the  nature  of  it  was  well  known  to  the  leaders 
of  the  oppofition.  Sir  William  Wyndham  obferved, 
the  if  the  miniftry  had  made  the  rcfolutions  taken 
by  the  Parliament  in  the  lad  feflion  the  foundation 
of  their  demands;  if  they  had  difcovered  a  refolu- 
tion  to  break  off  all  treating,  rather  than  depart  from 
the  fenfe  of  Parliament,  either  a  defenfive  treaty 
might  have  been  obtained,  or  by  this  time  the  worft 
would  have  been  known:  but,  by  what  appeared 
fix>m  his  Majetty's  fpeech,  the  convention  was  no 
other  than  a  preliminary ;  and,  in  all  probability,  a 
very  bad  preliminary.  He  fuppofed  the  minifter 
had  ventured  to  clothe  fome  of  his  creatures  with 
full  powers  to  give  up  the  rights  of  the  nation  ;  for 
they  might  do  it  if  they  durft.  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole,  in  anfwer  to  thefe  fuggeftions,  affirmed,  that 
the  miniilry  had  on  this  occafion  obtained  more  than 
ever  on  like  occafions  was  known  to  be  obtained ; 
that  they  had  reconciled  the  peace  of  their  country 
with  her  true  ijitereft :  that  this  peace  was  attended 

with 


Digitized 


by  Google 


:i6  MISTOBTY  (MF  ENGLAND. 

BOOK  with  all  theadi^Aritagesithat  tfce  most  fecceftfal  ttm% 
^^  ^^'  ^  could  have  •  pfocctrcd:  thfctfuttii«  ages  W)aM  cdnfi- 
^^5^  der  this  as  the  moft  glorious  period  of  ourWftoiy, 
'^d  do  jnftice  to  ^the^*  cotincfls  that  ^  produced  the 
bappy  event,  wfciiih'  eV^ry  gentleman  *diveffted  of  jwif- 
fion  and  1  prejudice  'was  feadjT  to  do;  ttnd  Whith,  fee 
believed,  the  f  prcfcnt  age,  When  rightly '  iftforaitfd, 
woiuld  not  ^tt ftife.  fn^a  worM, '  he  extoHisd ' Ms  ^dwn 
conventitm'  with  the  tiiOft  ^xtrattfgant  cJncOrtiittfns. 

^§  XfV.  The  Hdufe  Wfotvfed  to  addrefs  the  Kh%, 

•that  ^opi^s  of  all   fhe  tftennorids,   ^rcpt'efentatfdfte, 

letters,  and  ptpctSy  ptefenfted  to  his  Mcgfefty,  oi*  bis 

^cretaty  Of  State, '  relating  to  de(^redaf ions,  'fhbuM 

ibeftbmittfed  to  the  petufal  of  the<Houfc:'but*Wflc 

'meml>efs  in  the  Opp6fition  "Were  riot  coritentkU^^lWAi 

■this  refolution.    Then  Mr.  Sandys,  who^'miy  Ue 

termed  the  "  MotJon-rtiaker,"  moved  for 'iifnaidwfcfe, 

Sddiring  tliat  the  Houfe  might  infpe<a  'all  '^ktfWs 

'-written,  and  instructions  given  by  the  Secretariats  ^f 

^  State,  or  COrtiftiiffioners  Of  the  Adittira!lty,  to  a!«y  ^f 

the  Britifh  governors^  in  America,  or  any  COiftftlkndfcr 

'in  Chief,  Or  Giptalins  of  his  Alajefty's  fhipsr  6f  tvar, 

or  his  Majefty's  Minifter  at  the  Court  of  Spain,  6r 

-  any  Of  his  Majefty*s  Corifuls  in  Etirope,  firite  the 
treaty  of  Seville,  relating  to  lofles  which  the^&itifh 

-  fuhjedts '  had   fifft^infed    by  niieairis  of  dtpr&datiohs 
'  confimitlted  by  the  fubje6ls  of'  Spain  in  'Europe  arid 

America.  This  was  an  tinreafbnabld  propofal,  fug- 
gefted  by  the  fpirit  of  animofity  fend^fa<9:ion.  Mn 
H.  Walpole  jtrftly  obferved,  th&t'a  t?OrfipKance  with 
fuch  an  addrefs  might  lay  6J>en  the  niOft  private 
tranfaftions  of  the  cabinet,  and  Jdiftover  fecrets  that 
ought,  for  the  good  of  the  kingdom,  to  be  con- 
cealed. It  would  difcover  to  the'  Co6rt  of  Spcfin 
ihe  uhima/um<)ftht'K\tig^s  denfwthd^ahd  cohteflioAs, 
and  the  nation  Would  thereby  be  dc^priVed  of  mahy 
advantages  which  it  might  reap,  were  no  fuch  difcb  • 
very  made.  He  faid,  that  fo  foon  as  the  difFerences 
"bfetwixt  the  ^wp  Courts  ftiould  arrive  kt  fuch  a  cMs, 
7  and 
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and  not  before  the  confuls  were  inftru6lcd  to  give  CHAP, 
notice  to  the  merchants,  that  they  might  retire  in  ^^^ 
time  with  their  cffe<fts  ;  but  ihould  fuch  inftrudlion  i7;jg. 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Spaniards,  it  would 
be  a  kind  of  watch-word  to  put  them  on  their  guard, 
and  unavoidably  occafion  the  ruin  of  many  thoufands 
of  Britifh  fubjeds.  Certain  it  ii,  no  Government 
could  a6^  either  in  external  or  domeftick  affairs  with 
proper  influence,  dignity,  and  difpatch,  if  every  let- 
ter and  inflruiStion  relating  to  an  unfinilhed  negocia* 
tion  fhould  be  expofed  to  the  view  of  fuch  a  nu- 
merous aflembly,  compofed  of  individuals  adtuated 
by  motives  in  themfelves  diametrically  oppofite. 
The  motion  being  rejc6ted  by  the  majority,  the  fame 
gendeman  moved  again  for  an  addrefs,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  would  give  directions  for  laying  before  the 
Houfe  copies  of  fuch  memorials  or  reprefentations 
as  had  been  made,  either  to  the  King  of  Spain  or 
to  his  Miniftcrs,  fince  the  treaty  of  Seville,  relating 
to  the  depredations  committed  in  Europe  or  Ame- 
rica. A  debate  enfued  ;  and,  upon  a  divifion,  the 
queflion  palled  in  the  negative. 

§  XV.  The  Houfe,  in  a  committee  of  fupply, 
voted  twelve  thoufand  feamen  for  the  fervice  of  the 
cnfuing  year,  and  the  ftanding  army  was  continued 
without  reduction,  though  powerfully  attacked  by 
the  whole  Itrength  of  the  oppofition.  The  Com- 
mons likewife  ordered  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty, 
for  the  copies  of  fcveral  memorials  fince  the  treaty 
of  Seville,  touching  the  right?  of  Great-Britain,  or 
any  infradtion  of  treaties  which  had  not  been  laid 
before  them.  The  fcwere  accordingly  fubmitted  to 
the  infpedion  of  the  Houfe.  By  this  time  the  con- 
vention itfelf  was  not  only  prefented  to  the  Com- 
mons, but  alfo  publifhcd  for  the  information  of  the 
people.  Divers  merchants,  planters,  and  the  othera 
trading  to  America,  the  ciries  of  London  and  Briitol, 
the  merchants  of  Liverpool,  and  owners  of  fun- 
dry  (hips  which  had  been  feized  by  the  Spaniards, 

VOL.  HI.  C  offered 


Digitized 


by  Google 


|g  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

BOOK  offered  petitions  agatnft  the  convcntioh,  by  whick 
^  ^^»  the  fubje6ls  of  Spain  were  fo  far  from  giving  up  their 
ij3^  groundlefs  and  unjuftifiable  pradice  of  vifiting  and 
fearching  Britifli  fhips  failing  to  and  from  the  Britifli 
plantations,  that  they  appeared  to  have  claimed  the 
power  of  doing  it  as  a  right :  for  they  infifted  that 
the  differences  which  has  arifen  concerning  it  fliould 
be  referred  to  Plenipotentiaries,  to  be  difcufled  by 
them  without  even  agreeing  to  abflain  from  fuch 
vifitation  and  fearch  during  the  time  that  the  difcuf* 
fion  of  this  affair  might  laft.  They,  therefore, 
prayed  that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
being  heard,  and  allowed  to  reprefent  the  great  im- 
portance of  the  Britifli  trade  to  and  from  the  plan- 
tations in  America ;  the  clear  indifputable  right 
which  they  had  to  enjoy  it,  without  being  flopped, 
vifited,  or  fearched  by  the  Spaniards,  on  any  prcr 
tcnce  whatfoever;  and  the  certain  inevitable  dc-^ 
ftru6lion  of  all  the  riches  and  flrength  derived  to 
Great- Britain  from  that  trade,  if  a  fearch  of  BritiOi 
fliips  failing  to  and  from  their  own  plantations 
(hould  be  tolerated  upon  any  pretext,  or  under  any 
reftri^Slions,  or  even  if  the  freedom  of  this  naviga- 
tion (hould  continue  much  longer  in  a  (late  of  un- 
certainty. Thefe  peritions  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  conlider  of  the  convention. 
Another  remonflrancc  was  likewife  prefented  by  the 
tru  frees  for  eftablifhing  the  colony  of  Georgia,  fet- 
ting  forth,  that  the  King  of  Spain  claimed  tl^t  co- 
lony as  part  of  his  territories  ;  and  that  by  the  con- 
vention, the  regulation  of  the  Umits  of  Carolina  and 
Florida  was  refered  to  the  determination  of  Pleni- 
potentiaries ;  fo  that  the  colony  of  Georgia,  which 
undoubtedly  belonged  to  the  Crown  of  Great- Bri- 
Um,  was  left  in  difpute,^  while  the  fettlers  remained 
m.  the  mod  precarious  and  dangerous  fituation.  It 
was  moved  that  the  merchants  ftiould  be  heard  by 
their  counfel  :    but  the    propolal  was   flrenuoufly 
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Oppofcd  by  the  miniftry,    and  rejected  Upon  a  di-  cHAP. 
vifion.  ,  VL 

§  XVI.   This  famous   convention   concluded   at  ^^agT*^ 
the  Pardo  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  January,   im- 
ported, That  within  fix  weeks  to  be  reckoned  from 
the  day  on  which  the  ratifications  were  exchanged^ 
two  Minifters  Plenipotentiaries  fhould  meet  at  Ma- 
drid,  to  confer,    and  finally  regulate  the  refpedlivc 
pretenfions  of  the  two  Crowns,   with  relation  to  the 
trade  and  navigation  in  America  and  Europe,  and  to 
the  limits  of  Florida  and  Carolina,   as  well  as  con- 
cerning other  points  which    remained   likewife   to 
be  adjufted,  according  to  the  former  treaties  fubfift* 
ing  between  the  two  nations:    That  the  Plenipo- 
tentiaries fhould  finifh  their  conferences  within  the 
fpace  of  eight  months  :    That  in  the  mean  time.no 
progrefs  fhould  be  made  in  the  fortifications  of  Flo- 
rida  and   Carolina :     That   his   Catholick   Majefly 
ihould  pay  to  the  King  of  Great- Britain,  the  fum  of 
ninety-five  thoufand  pounds,    for  a  balance  due   to 
the  crown  and  fubjeds  of  Great- Britain,  after  de- 
dutSion  made  of  the  demands  of  the  crown  and  fub- 
je^ls  of  Spain :  That  this  fum  fhould  be  employed 
for  the  fatisfadion,   difcharge,   and  payment  of  the 
demands  of  the  Britifh  fubjedls  upon  the  crown  of 
Spain  :    That  this   reciprocal   difcharge,    however, 
Ihould  not  extend  or  relate  to  the  accounts  and  dif- 
ferences which  fubfifted  and  were  to  be  fettled  be- 
tween the  crown  of   Spain  and  the  Afliento  com-    * 
pany,  nor  to  any  particular  or  private  contracts  that 
might  fubfift  between  either  of  the  two  crowns,    or 
their  miniflcrs,    with  the  fubjedls  of  the  other  ;    of 
between  the  fubjecfts  and  fubjedls  of  each  nation  re- 
fpedlively:    That  his  Catholick  Majefty  fhould  caufe 
the  fum  of   ninety-five  thoufand  pounds  to  be  paid 
at  London  within  four  months,  to  be  reckoned  froni 
the  day  on  which  the  rarifications  were  exchanged. 
Such  was  the  fubftanco  of  that  convention,    which 
alarmed  and  provoked  the  merchants  and   traders 
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B  O  o  K  of  Great- Britain,  excited  the  indignation  of  all  thofe 
V    ^^'  ,  who  retained  any  regard  for  the  honour  of  their 
1738.    country,  and  raifed  a  general  cry  againft  the  minif- 
ter  who  flood  at  the  helm  of  adminiftration. 

§  XVIL  The  eyes  of  the  whole  kingdom  were 
now  turned  upon  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The 
two  contending  parties  fummoned  their  whole  force 
for  the  approaching  difpute ;  on  the  day  appointed 
for  confiderrng  the  convention,  four  hundred  mem- 
bers had  taken  their  feats  by  eight  in  the  morning. 
In  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  certain  Weft- 
India  merchants  and  planters  were  heard  againft  the 
convention  :  fo  that  this  and  the  following  day  were 
employed  in  reading  papers,  and  obtaining  informa- 
tion. On  the  eighth  day  of  March,  Mr.  H.  Wal- 
pole  having  launched  out  in  the  praife  of  that  agree- 
ment, moved  for  an  addrefs  of  approbation  to  his 
Majefty.  He  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
Pcmbrokeftiire ;  and  the  debate  began  with  extra- 
ordinary ardour.  He  who  firft  diftinguiflied  him- 
ielf  in  the  lifts  was  Sir  Thomas  Sanderfon,  at  that 
time  treafurer  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  afterwards 
Earl  of  Scarborough.  All  the  ofiicers  and  adherents 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs  had  joined  the  oppofition; 
and  he  himfelf  on  this  occalion  fat  in  the  gallery, 
to  hear  the  debate  on  fuch  an  important  tranfadlion* 
Sir  Thomas  Sanderfon  obferved,  that  the  Spaniard$ 
by  the  convention,  inftead  of  giving  us  reparation, 
had  obliged  us  to  give  them  a  general  releafe.  They 
had  not  allowed  the  word  Satisfadiion  to  be  fo  much 
as  once  mentioned  in  the  treaty.  Even  the  Spaniih 
pirate  who  had  cut  off  the  ear  of  Captain  Jenkins  *, 

and 

*  Captain  Jenkins  was  master  of  a  Scottish  merchant  ship.  He 
was  boarded  by  the  Captain  of  a  Spanish  giiarda-costa,  who  treated 
him  in  the  most,  barbarous  manner.  Tlie  Spaniards,  after  having 
rummaged  his  vessel  for  what  they  called  contraband  commodities. 
witliout  finding  any  thin^  to  justify  their  search,  insulted  Jenkms 
with  the  most  opprobrious  invectives.*  They  ton*  off  cme  of  his  ears^ 
bidding  him  carry  it  to  his  King:^  and  tell  him  they  would  serve  him 
in  the  same  manner  should  an  opportunity  ofl'er  i  they  tortured  him 
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and  ufed  the  mod  infulting  expreflion  towards  the  CHAP, 
perfon  of  the  King — an  expreflion  which  no  Britifh ,  ^^'  ^ 
fubjcd  could  decently  repeat — an  expreflion  which  lysaT 
no  man  that  had  a  regard  for  his  Sovereign  could 
ever  forgive — even  this  fellow  lived  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  his  rapine,  and  remained  a  living  teftimony 
of  the  cowardly  tamenefs  and  mean  fubmiflion  of 
Great-Britain ;  of  the  triumphant  haughtinefs  and 
flubborn  pride  of  Spain.  Lord  Gage,  one  of  the 
mod  keen,  fpirited,  and  farcaftick  orators  in  the 
Houfe,  ftated  in  this  manner  the  account  of  the 
farisfadlion  obtained  from  the  Court  of  Spain  by 
the  convenUon  :  the  loflcs  fuftained  by  the  Spanifh 
depredations  amounted  to  three  hundred  and  forty 
thoufand  pounds ;  the  Commiflary,  by  a  ftroke  of 
his  pen,  reduced  this  demand  to  two  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds ;  then  forty-five  thoufand  were  ftruck 
off  for  prompt  payment:  he  next  allotted  fixty 
thoufand  pounds  as  the  remaining  part  of  a  debt 

Eretended  to  be  due  to  Spain,  for  the  deftrudion  of 
er  fleet  by  Sir  George  Byng,  though  it  appeared  by 
the  inftruiSlions  on  the  table,  that  Spain  had  been 
already  amply  fatisfied  on  that  head :  thefe  deduc- 
tions reduced  the  balance  to  ninety-five  thoufand 
pounds;  but  the  King  of  Spain  infifted  upon  the 
South-Sea  Company's  paying  immediately  the  fum 
of  fixty-eight  thoufand  pounds,  as  a  debt  due  to  i 

him  on  one  head  of  accounts,  though,  in  other  ar- 

trith  the  most  shocking  cruelty,  and  threatened  him  with  immediate 
death.  This  man  was  exatnmed  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  being  asked  by  a  member  what  he  thought  when  he  found 
himxlf  in  tlie  hands  of  such  barbarians?  "I  recommended  my  soul 
■  •  to  God,  said  he,  and  my  cause  to  my  country.'*  The  behaviour 
•f  this  brave  seaman,  the  sight  of  his  ear,  which  was  produced,  with 
bis  account  of  the  indi^ities  which  had  been  offered  to  the  nation  and 
Sovereign  of  Grea^t-Bntain,  filled  the  whole  House  with  indignation. 
Jenkins  was  afterwards  employed  in  the  service  of  the  East-India 
company  j  he  approved  himself  worthy  of  his  good  fortune  in  a  long 
engagement  with  the  pirate  Angria,  during  which  he  behaved  with 
extraordinary  courage  and  conduct;  and  saved  his  own  ship,  with 
three  others  that  were  under  hii  convoy. 
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BOOK  tides,  his  CarhoUck  Majefty  was  indebted  to  tlic 
'  ^^-  Company  a  million  over  and  above  the  demand  : 
-yf^  The  remainder  to  be  paid  by  Spain  did  not  exceed 
fcven-and-twenty  thoufand  pounds,  from  which  (he 
ihfifted  upon  deducting  whatever  (be  might  have  al- 
ready given  in  fatisfadlion  for  any  of  the  Bririfli 
fhips  that  had  been  taken  ;  and  on  being  allowed 
the  value  of  the  St.  Therefa,  a  Spanifli  (hip  which 
had  been  feized  in  the  port  of  Dublin,  Mr.  W. 
Pitt,  with  an  energy  of  argument  and  diftion  pecu- 
liar to  himfelf,  declaimed  againft  the  convention,  as 
infecure,  unfati.sfa(5\ory,  and  di(bonorable  to  Great- 
Britain.  He  faid  the  great  national  objedion,  the 
fearching  of  BritilTi  fhips,  was  not  admitted,  indeed, 
in  the  preamble ;  hut  flood  there  as  the  reproach  of 
the  whole,  as  the  ftrongeft  evidence  of  the  fatal  fub- 
miflion  that  followed  :  on  the  part  of  Spain,  an 
ufurpation,  an  inhuman  tjranny  claimed  and  exer- 
cifed  over  the  American  feas :  on  the  part  of  Eng- 
land,! an  undoubted  right  by  treaties,  and  from  God 
and  nature  declared  and  aflcrted  in  the  refolutions 
of  Parliament ;  were  now  referred  to  the  difcuffion 
pf  Plenipotentiaries,  upon  one  and  the  fame  equal 
foot.  This  undoubted  right  was  to  be  difcufled  and 
regulated  ;  and  if  to  regulate  be  to  prefcribe  rules,  as 
in  all  conflruclion  it  is,  that  right  was,  by  the  exprefs 
words  of  the  Convention,  to  be  given  up  and  facri- 
ficed  :  for  it  mud  ceafe  to  be  any  thing  from  the 
moment  it  is  fubmitted  to  limitation.  Mr  Lyttel- 
ton,  with  equal  force  and  fluency,  anfwered  the 
fpeech  of  Mr.  H.  Walpole.  "  After  be  had  ufed 
*^  many  arguments  to  perfuade  us  to  peace  (faid  he) 
*'  to  any  peace,  good  or  bad,  by  pointing  out  the 
^*  dangers  of  a  war,  dangers  I  by  no  means  allow 
"  to  be  fuch  as  he  reprefents  them,  he  Crowned  all 
*^  thofe  terrors  with  the  name  of  the  Pretender.  It 
^'  would  be  the  caufe  of  the  Pretender.  The  Pre- 
*^  tender  would  come.  Is  the  honourable  gentle- 
'*  man  fenfible  what  this  language  imports }   The 
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^  people  of  England  complain  of  the  greateft  wrongs  CHAP. 
"  and  indignities :  they  complain  of  the  interrup-  s^', 
"  tion,  the  deftrudlion  of  their  trade :  they  think  lysa?^ 
"  the  peace  has  left  them  in  a  worfe  condition  than 
'*  before :  and  in  anfwer  to  all  thefe  complaints, 
"  what  are  they  told  ?  Why,  that  their  continuing 
•*  to  fufFer  all  this,  is  the  price  they  muft  pay  to 
**  keep  the  King  and  his  family  on  the  throne  of 
"  thefe  realms.  If  this  were  true,  it  ought  not  to 
'^  be  owned :  but  it  is  far  from  truth  i  the  very  re- 
**  verfe  is  true.  Nothing  can  weaken  the  family ; 
•*  nothing  (hake  the  eftablifhment,  but  fuch  mea- 
'*  fures  as  thefe,  and  fuch  language  as  this."  He 
affirmed,  that  if  the  minifters  had  proceeded  con- 
formably to  the  intentions  bf  Parliament,  they  would 
cither  have  a6led  with  vigour,  or  have  obtained  a 
real  fecurity  in  an  exprefs  acknowledgement  of  our 
right  not  to  be  fearcned  as  a  preliminary,  Jne  qtm 
noHj  to  our  treating  at  all.  Inftead  of  this,  they 
had  referred  it  to  Plenipotentiaries.  "  Would  you, 
*'  Sir,  (faid  he)  fubmit  to  a  reference,  whether  you 
**  may  travel  unmolefted  from  your  houfe  in  town 
^^  to  your  houfe  in  the  country  ?  Your  right  is  clear 
**  and  undeniable,  why  would  you  have  it  difcufled  ? 
^*  but  much  lefs  would  you  refer  it,  if  two  of  youi: 
**  judges  belonged  to  a  gang  which  has  often  flopped 
''  and  robbed  you  in  your  way  thither  before." — 
The  minifters,  in  vindication  of  the  convention, 
aflcrted,  that  the  fatisfadlion  granted  by  Spain  was 
adequate  to  the  injury  received :  that  it  was  only 
the  preliminary  of  a  treaty  which  would  remove  all 
cauies  of  complaint ;  that  war  was  always  cxpenlivc 
and  detrimental  to  a  trading  natioii,  as  well  as  un- 
certain in  its  events :  that  France  and  Spain  would 
certainly  join  their  forces  in  cafe  of  a  rupture  with 
Great-Britain  :  that  there  was  not  ofte  power  in  Eu- 
rope upon  which  the  Englifti  could  depehd  for  ef- 
fectual afflftance ;  and  that  war  would  favour  the 
caufe  and  defigns  of  a  popifli  Pretender;  l%e  Houfe 
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upon  a  divifion,  agreed  to  the  addrefs ;  but  when  a^ 
motion  was  made  for  its  being  recommitted,  the  two 
^73^  parties  renewed  the  engagement  with  redoubled  ea- 
gernefs  and  impetaofity.  Sir  William  Wyndham  and 
Mr.  Pulteney  poured  all  the  thunder  of  their  elo- 
quence againft  the  infolence  of  Spain,  and  the  con- 
ceffions  of  the  Britifti  miniftry.  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole  exerted  all  his  fortitude  and  dexterity  in  defence 
of  himfelf  and  his  meafures,  and  the  queilion  being 
put,  the  refolutions  for  the  addrefs  were  carried  by  a 
fmall  majority. 

§  XVIII.  Then  Sir  William  Wyndham,  (landing 
up,  made  a  pathetick  remonftrance  upon  this  deter- 
mination.    "  This  addrefs  (faid  he)  is  intended  to 
"  convince  mankind,  that  the  treaty  under  our  con- 
*^  lideration  is  a  reafonable  and  an  honourable  treaty. 
•*  But  if  a  majority  of  twenty-eight  in  fuch  a  full 
'*  Houfe  fhould  fail  of  that  fuccefs;  if  the  people 
•f  (hould  not  implicitly  refign  their  treafon  to  a  vote 
"  of  this  Houfe,  what  will  be  the  confequence  ? 
*'  Will  not  the  Parliament  lofe  its  authority  ?  Will 
*'  it  not  be  thought,  that  even  in  the  Parliament  wc 
"  lure  governed  by  a  faction ;  and  what  the  confe- 
"  quence  of  this  may  be,  I  leave  to  thofe  gentlemen 
*'  to  conlider,  who  are  now  to  give  their  vote  for 
'*  this  addrefs:  for  my  own  part,  I  will  trouble  you 
^^  no  more,  but,  with  thefe  my  laft  words,  I  fin- 
•*  cerely  pray  to  Almighty  God,  who  has  fo  often 
"  wonderfully  protedled  thefe   kingdoms,    that  he 
"  will  gracioufly  continue  his  prote£tion  over  them, 
"  by   preferving  us  from  that  impending  danger 
**  which   threatens  the   nation  from  without,   and 
'^  likewife    from    that    impending    danger    which 
"  threatens  our  conftitution  from  within."      The 
roinifter  was  on  this  occafion  deferted  by  his  ufual 
temper,    and  even   provoked  into   perfonal  abufc. 
He  declared,  that  the  gentleman  who  was  now  the 
mouth  of  his  opponents  had  been  looked  upon  as 
the  head  pf  thofe  traitors,  who  twenty-five  yeai:s 
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before  confpired  the  deftrudlion  of  their  countrjr  and  CHAP, 
of  the  Royal  Family,  in  order  to  fet  a  Popifh  Pre-  ^  ^^'  m 
tender  upon  the  throne :  that  he  was  feized  by  the     iTsgT 
vigilance  of  the  then  government,  and  pardoned  by 
its  clemency,  but  all  the  ufe  he  had  ungratefully 
made  of  that  clemency,  was  to  qualify  himfelf  ac- 
cording to  law,  that  he  and  his  party  might  fome 
time  or  other  have  an  opportunity  to  overthrow  all 
law.      He    branded   them    all   as  traitors,  and   ex- 
prcfled  his  hope,  that  their  behaviour  would  unite 
all  the  true  friends  of  the  prefent  happy  eftablifh- 
ment.     To  fuch  a  degree  or  mutual  animofity  were 
both  fides  inflamed,  that  the  mod  eminent  members  ' 
of  the  minority  a6lually  retired  from  Parliament; 
and  were  by  the  nation  in  general  revered  as  martyrs 
to  the  liberty  of  the  people. 

^  XIX.  The  difpute  occaHoned  by  the  conven- 
tion in  the  Houfc  of  Lords,  ^as  maintained  with 
equal  warmth,  and  perhaps  with  more  abilities. 
After  this  famous  treaty  Imd  been  confidered.  Lord 
Carteret  fuggefted,  that  poffibly  one  of  the  con- 
tracting powers  had  prefentcd  a  proteft  or  declara- 
tion, importing  that  (he  acceded  to  fuch  or  fuch  a 
meafure,  only  upon  condition  that  the  terms  of  that 
proteft  or  declaration  (hould  be  made  good.  He 
faid,  that  until  his  mind  fhould  be  free  from  the 
moft  diftant  fufpicion  that  fuch  a  paper  might  exift 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  he  could  not  form  a  juft  opinion 
of  the  tranfadlion  himfelf,  or  communicate  to  their 
Lordfliips  any  light  which  might  be  neceflary  for 
that  purpofe.  The  adherents  to  the  miniftry  cndea- 
voured  to  evade  his  curiofity  in  this  particular,  by 
general  aflertions:  but  he  iniifted  on  liis  fufpicion 
with  fuch  perfeverance,  that  at  length  the  miniftry 

Sroduced  the  copy  of  a  declaration  made  by  the 
ling  of  Spain  before  he  ratified  the  convention,  fig- 
nifying  that  his  Catholick  Majefty  referved  to  him- 
felf, in  its  full  force,  the  right  of  being  able  to 
fufpcnd  the  afliento  of  negroes,  in  cafe  the  compny 

ihould 


Digitized 


by  Google 


49  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

BOOK  (hould  not  pay  within  a  fhort  time  the  fum  of  fixtjr- 
^^'  J  eight  thoufanid  p>ounds  ftcrling,  owing  to  Spain  on 
j^as^  the  duty  of  negroes,  or  on  the  profit  of  the  fhip 
Caroline:  That  under  the  validity  and  force  of  this 
proteft,  the  figoing  of  the  faid  convention  might  be 
proceeded  on,  and  in  no  other  manner.  In  the 
debate  that  enfucd,  Lord  Carteret  difplayed  a  fur- 
prifing  extent  of  political  knowledge,  recommended 
by  all  the  grace*  of  elocution,  chafte,  pure,  digni- 
fied, and  delicate.  Lord  Batlmrft  argued  againft 
the  articles  of  convention  with  his  ufual  fpirit, 
integrity,  and  good  fenfe,  particularly  animated  by 
si>  honeft  indignation  which  the  wrongs  of  his 
country  had  infpired.  The  Earl  of  Chefterfield  at- 
tacked this  inglorious  meafure  with  all  the  weight  of 
argument,  and  all  the  poignancy  of  fatire.  The 
Duke  of  Argyle,  no  longer  a  partifan  of  the  mi* 
mftry,  inveighed  againft  it  as  infamous,  treacherous^ 
and  deflru6ive,  with  all  the  fire,  impetuofity,  and 
CBthufiafm  of  declamation.  It  was  defended  with 
unequal  arms  by  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  the  Earl 
of  Cholmondeley,  Lord  Hervey,  the  Lord  ChanccU 
lor,  the  Bifliop  of  Salilbury,  and  in  particular  by 
the  Eart  of  Hay,  a  nobleman  of  extenfive  capacity 
and  uncomnwn  erudition  ;  remarkable  for  his  know- 
ledge of  the  ci\il  law,  and  feemingly  formed  by 
nature  for  a  politician ;  cool,  difcerning,  plaufiblc, 
artful,  and  entcrprifing,  (launch  to  the  minifler, 
^nd  invariably  true  to  his  own  intereft.  The  dif- 
pute  was  learned,  long,  and  obftinate:  but  ended 
as- ufual  in  the  difcomfiture  of  thofe  who  had  ftigma-r 
tifed  the  treaty.  The  Houfe  agreed  to  an  addrefs, 
in  which  they  thanked  his  Majefty  for  his  gracious 
1  condcfcenfron  in  laying  before  them  the  convention* 
They  acknowledged  his  great  prudence  in  bringing 
the  demands  of  his  fubjefls  for  their  paft  lofles, 
which  had  been  fo  long  depending,  to  a  final  adjuft- 
ment;  in  procuring  an  exprefs  ftipulation  for  % 
fpeedy  payment;  and  in  laying  a  foundation  for  ac- 
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codiplilhing  the  great  and  defirable  ends  of  obtdin-  CHAP, 
ing  future  fecurity :  and  prcfcrving  the  peace  between  v^]\^ 
the  two  nations.     They  declared  their  confidence  in     173^*^ 
his  Roj'al  Wifdom,  that  in  the  treaty  to  be  concluded 
in  purfuance  of  the  convention,  proper  provifions 
would  be  made  for  the  redrefs  of  the  grievances  of 
which  the  nation  had  fo  juflly  complained:    They 
afiured  his  Majefty,  that  in  cafe  his  juft  expectations 
(hould  not  be  anfwered,  the  Houfe  would  heartily 
^.nd  zealoufly  concur  in  all  fuch  meafures  as  (hould  be 
ncceflary  to  vindicate  his  Majefty's  honour,  and  to 
prefcrvc   to  his  fubjedls  the  full  enjoyment  of  all 
thofe  rights  to  which  thev  were  entitled  by  treaty 
and  the  law  of  nations.     This  was  an  hard-won  vic- 
tory.    At  the  head  of  thofe  who  voted  againil  the 
addrefs  we  find  the  Prince  of  Wales.     His  example 
was  followed  by  fix  Dukes,  two  and  twenty  Earls, 
four  VifcoUnts,  eighteen  Barons,  four  Biihops ;  and 
their  party  was  reinforced  by  fixteen  proxies.     A 
fpirited  proteft  was  entered  and  fubfcribed  by  nine- 
and-thirty  Peers,  comprehending  all  the  noWemen 
of  the  kingdom  who  were  moft  eminent  for  their 
talents,  integrity,  and  virtue. 

^  XX.  A  meflage  having  been  delivered  to  the  An.  1730, 
Houfe  from  his  Majefty,  imponing.  That  he  had 
fettled  nine-and-thirty  thoufand  pounds  per  annum 
on  the  younger  children  of  the  Royal  Family ;  and 
dcfiring  their  Lordihips  would  bring  in  a  bill  to  en- 
able his  Majefty  to  make  that  provifion  good,  out 
of  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the  crown,  fome  Lords 
in  the  oppofition  obferved  that  the  next  heir  to  the 
crown  might  look  upon  this  fettlement  as  a  mort* 
gage  of   nis  revenue,  which  a  parliament  had  no 

Eower  to  make:  that  formerly  no  daughter  of  the 
Loyal  Family  was  ever  provided  for  by  Parliament, 
except  the  eldeft,  and  that  never  was  by  way  oiF 
annuity,  but  an  exprefs  provifion  of  a  determinate 
fum  of  money  paid  by  way  of  dowry.  Thefe  objec* 
tions  were   over-ruled;    wd  the   Houfe   complied 
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BOOK. with    his   Majelly's    requeft.     Then  the  Duke    of 
xJ!^\^  Newcaftle  produced  a  fubfidy-treaty,  by  which  his 
^73^  Majefty  obliged  himfelf  to  pay  to  the  King  of  Den* 
mark  feventy  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  on  con- 
dition of  the   Dane's   furnifhing  to  his  BriMnnick 
Majefty  a  body  of  -fix  thoufand  men,    when    de- 
manded.    At  the  fame  time,  his  grace  delivered  a 
mcflagc  from  the  King,  defiring  the  Houfe  would 
enable  him  to  fulfil  this  engagement :  and  alfo  to 
raife  what  money  and  troops  the  exigency  of  affairs, 
during    the    approaching     recefs,    might    require. 
Another  vehement  difpute  arofe  from  this  propofal. 
With  refpe<ft  to  the  treaty,  Lord  Carteret  obferved, 
that  no  ufe  could  be  made  of  the  Danifh  troops  in 
any  expedition   undertaken   againft  Spain,    becaufe 
it  was  ftipulated  in  the  treaty,  that  they  fhould  not 
be  ufcd  either  in  Italy,  or  on  board  of  the  fleet,  or 
be  tranfported  in  whole  or  in  part  beyond  fea,  after 
they,  fhould  have  marched  out  of  the  territories  of 
Denmark,  except  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdoms 
of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland:   nay,   (hould   France 
join  againft  the  Englifti,  the  Danes  could  not  a6l 
againft  that  power  or  Spain,  except  as  parr  of  an 
army  formed  in  Germany  or  Flanders.     This  body 
of  Danes  may  be  faid,  therefore,  to  have  been  re- 
tained for  the  defence  and  prote6lion  of  Hanover : 
or,  if  the  intereft  of  Britain  was  at  all  confulted  in 
the  treaty,    it    muft    have  been  in   preventing   the 
.Danes  from  joining  their  fleets  to  thofe  of  France 
and  Spain.     Then  he  argued  againft  the  fecond  part 
of  the  meflage  with  great  vivacity.     He  faid  no- 
thing could   be  more  dangerous  to  the  conftitution 
than  a  general  and  unlimited  vote  of  credit.     Such 
a  demand   our  anceftors    would    have   heard    with 
amazement,  and  rcjedled  with  fcorn.     He  affirmed 
that  the  pradice  was  but  of  modern  date  in  Eng- 
land: that  it  was  never  heard  of  before  the  Revo- 
lution; and  never  became  frequent  until  the  nation 
was  bleflcd  v/ith  the  prefent  wife  adminiftration.    He 
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ikid,  if  ever  a  general  vote  of  credit  and  confidence  c  H  AP. 
ihould  become  a  cuftomary  compliment  from  the^^j^-^^ 
Parliament  to  the  crown  at  the  end  of  every  feflion,^  1739^ 
or  as  often  as  the  minifter  might  think  fit  to  dcfire 
it,  Parliaments  would  grow  defpicable  in  the  eyes 
of  the  people :  then  a  proclamation  might  be  eafily 
iubftituted  in  its  (lead,  and  happy  would  it  be  for 
the  nation  if  that  fhould  be  fufficient ;  for  when  a 
Parliament  ceafes  to  be  a  check  upon  minifters,  it 
becomes  an  ufelefs  an  unnecefTary  burthen  on  the 
people.  The  reprefentatives  muft  always  be  paid 
fome  way  or  other:  if  their  wages  are  not  paid  openly 
and  fureiy  by  their  refpe6tivc  conftituents,  as  they'^ 
were  formerly^  a  majority  of  them  may  in  future  times 
be  always  ready  to  accept  of  wages  from  the  admi- 
niftration,  and  thefe  muft  come  out  of  the  pockets 
of  the  people.  Tlie  Duke  of  Argyle  and  the  Earl 
of  Chefterfield  enlarged  upon  the  fame  topicks, 
Ncverthelefs,  the  Houfe  complied  with  the  mellage ; 
and  prefented  an  addrefs,  in  which  they  not  only 
approved  of  the  treaty  with  Denmark,  but  likewife 
alfured  his  Majefty  they  would  concur  with  his 
meafures,  and  fupport  him  in  fulfilling  his  engage- 
ments, as  well  as  in  making  fuch  further  augmen- 
tation of  his  forces  by  fea  and  land,  as  he  uiould 
think  nqccflary  for  the  honour,  intcreft,  and  fafety  of 
thefe  kingdoms. 

§  XXI.  The  fame  meflage  being  communicated 
to  the  Commons,  they  voted  feventy  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  eighty-three  pounds,  for  the  fubfidy  to 
Dennu^rk,  and  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for 
augmenting  the  forces  on  any  emergency.  As 
Great-Britain  flood  engaged  by  the  convention  to 
pay  the  crown  of  Spain  the  fum  of  fixty  thoufand 
pounds  in  confideration  of  the  fhips  taken  and  de- 
flroyed  by  Sir  George  Byng,  which  fum  was  to  be 
applied  to  the  relief  of  the  Britifh  merchants  who 
had  fuflTered  by  the  Spanifh  depredations,  the  Com- 
mons inferted  in  a  bill  ^  claule,  providing  for  this 
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BOOK  fum  to  be  paid  by  the  Parliament.  When  the  bill 
was  read  in  the  houfe  of  Lords  a  motion  was  nude 
by  Lord  Bathurft  for  an  addrefs,  to  know,  whether 
Spain  had  paid  the  money  ftipulated  by  the  conven- 
tion, as  the  time  limited  for  the  payment  of  it  was 
now  expired.  The  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  permiffion,  acquainted  the  Houfe  that  it 
was  not  paid  ;  and  that  Spain  had  as  yet  given  no 
reafon  for  the  non-payment,  llien  a  day  was  ap- 
pointed to  confider  the  (late  of  the  nation,  when 
Lord  Carteret  moved  for  a  refolution,  that  the 
failure  of  Spain  in  this  particular  was  a  breach  of  the 
convention,  a  high  indignity  to  his  Majefty,  and  an 
injuftice  to  the  nation  :  but,  after  a  warm  debate, 
this  motion  was  over-ruled  by  the  majority.  The 
minifter,  in  order  to  atone  in  fome  meafure  for  the 
unpopular  ftep  he  had  taken  in  the  convention,  al- 
lowed a  falutary  law  to  pafs  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  woollen  manufadlure  :  and  two  bills  in  behalf 
of  the  fugar  colonies,  one  permitting  them,  for  a 
limited  time,  to  export  their  produce  directly  to 
foreign  parts,  under  proper  reftriftions;  and  the 
other  making  more  effectual  provifions  for  fecuring 
the  duties  laid  upon  the  importation  of  foreign 
Sugars,  Rum,  and  Melafles  into  Great-Britain, 
and  his  Majefty's  plantations  in  America.  The 
fupplies  being  voted,  the  funds  eftablifhed,  and  the 
crown  gratified  in  every  particular,  the  King  clofed 
the  feflion  with  a  fpeecn  on  the  fourteenth  day  of 
June,  when  the  Chancellor  in  his  Majefty's  name 
prorogued  the  Parliament*, 

^  XXIL 

*  Amons  the  laws  enacted  in  the  course  of  this  session  was  an  act 
igainst  gommg.  which  had  become  universal  through  all  ranks  of  peo- 
ple, and  likclv  to  prove  destructive  of  all  morals,  industry,  and  senti- 
ment. Another  bill  passed,  for  granting  a  reward  to  Joanna  Stevens, 
on  her  discovernig,  for  the  benefit  of  the  publickf  a  n<»triun  for  th« 
;cure  of  persons  "afflicted  with  the  stone  ;  a  medicine  which  has  by  no 
means  answered  the  expectations  of  the  legislature. 

In  the  HouiC  of  Lords  complaint  was  made  bv  Lord  Delawar  of  a 
tatire,    intituled   Maimers,    writun   by   Mi.   Whitehead;    in  which 
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^  XXII.  Letters   of  marque  and  reprifal  were  chap, 
granted    againft    the    Spaniards:  a  promotion  was      VL 
made  of  general-officers :  the  troops  were  augment-  ^^"^^^T^ 
cd:  a  great  fleet  was  aflembled  at  Spithead ;  a  re- 
inforcement fent  out  to  Admiral  Haddock  ;  and  aa 
embargo  laid  on  all  merchant  (hips  outward  bound. 
Notwithftanding    thefe    preparations    of  war,  Mr. 
Keen  the  Britiih  minifter  at    Madrid,  declared   to 
the  Court  of  Spain,  that  his  mailer,  although  he  had 
permitted  his  fubjecSs  to  make  reprifals,  would   noc 
be  underftood  to  have   broken  the  peace ;  and  that 
this  permiffion  would  be  recalled  as  foon  as  his  Ca- 
tholick  Majefty  (hould  be  difpofed  to  make  the  fa- 
tisfadtion  which  had  been  fo  juftly  demanded.     He 
was.  given  to  underftand,  that  the  King  of  Spaia 
looked  upon  thofe  reprifals  as  adts  of  hoftility  ;  and 
that  he  hoped,  with  the  afliftance  of  heaven  and  his 
allies,  he  (liould  be  able  to  fupport  a  good  caufc 
againft  his  adverfaries.     He   publifhed  a  manifefto 
in  juftification   of  his   own   conduct,    complaining 
that    Admiral    Haddock    had    received   orders    to 
cruife  with  his  fquadron  between  the  capes  St.  Vin- 
cent and  St.  Mary,  in  order  to  furprife  the  Aflbgue 
ihips ;  that  letters  of  reprifal  bad  been  publifhed  at 
London  in  an  indecent  ilyle,  and  even  carried  into 
execution  in  different  parts  of  the  world.     He  ex- 
cufed  bis  non-payment  of  the  ninety- five  thoufand 
pounds  ftipulatcd  in   the  convention,  by  affirming 
that  the  Britiih  Court  had  firft  contravened  the  arti- 
cles of  that  treaty,*  by  the  orders  fent  to  Haddock; 
by  continuing  to  fortify   Georgia ;    by    reinforcing 
the  fquadron  at  Jamaica ;  and   by  eluding  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fixty-eight   thoufand   pounds  due  to 

iomc  characters  of  diuinction  were  se\'erely  lashed,  in  the  true  spirit  of 
poetry.  It  Wiis  voted  a  libel;  a  nioiion  was  made  to  take  the  author 
into  custody ;  but  be  having  withdrawn  lurtiself,  the  resentment  of 
tin  House  |eK  upon  H.  Dodslry,  the  publisher  of  the  wnrk^  who  was 
rommitted  to  the  uiber  of  th<\  BbcK-Rod,  though  Lord  Carteret,  the- 
Earl  oi  Abingdon,  and  Lord  1  albot»  spoke  in  hit  behalf. 
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BOOK  Spain  from  the  South-Sea  Company,  on  the  aiHento 
^^^•^  for  negroes.  The  French  Ambaflador  at  the  Hague, 
vii^  declared  that  the  King  his  mailer  was  obUged  by 
treaties  to  affift  his  Catholick  Majefty  by  lea  and 
land,  in  cafe  he  (hould  be  attacked ;  he  difluaded 
the  States-General  from  efpoufing  the  quarrel  of 
Great- Britain;  and  they  aflured  him  they  would  ob- 
ferve  a  ftridl  neutrality,  though  they  could  not  avoid 
furnifhing  his  Britannick  Majefty  with  fuch  fuccours 
as  he  could  demand,  by  virtue  of  the  treaties  fub- 
iifting  between  the  two  powers.  The  people  of 
England  were  infpired  with  uncommon  alacrity  at 
the  near  profpe6t  of  war,  for  which  they  had  fo  long 
clamoured  :  and  the  minillry  feeing  it  unavoidable, 
began  to  be  earneft  and  effectual  in  their  prepara- 
tions. 

§  XXIIL  The  events  of  war  were  ftill  unfavour- 
able to  the  Emperor.  He  had  beftowed  the  com- 
mand of  his  army  upon  Velt-Marefchal  Count 
WalHs,  who  aflcmbled  his  forces  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Belgrade ;  and  advanced  towards  Crotlka, 
where  he  was  attacked  by  the  Turks  with  fuch  im- 
petuofity  and  perfeverance,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
give  ground,  after  a  long  and  obftinate  engagement, 
in  which  he  loft  above  fix  thoufand  men.  The 
Earl  of  Crawford,  who  ferved  as  a  volunteer  in  the 
Imperial  army,  fignalized  his  courage  in  an  extra- 
ordinary manner  on  this  occafion,  and  received  a 
dangerous  Avound,  of  which  he  never  perfc6lly  re- 
covered. The  Turks  were  afterwards  worftcd  at 
Jabouka,  neverthelefs,  their  grand  army  inv^efled 
Belgrade  on  the  fide  of  Servia,  and  carried  on  the 
operations  of  the  fiege  with  extraordinary  vigour. 
The  Emperor,  dreading  the  lofs  of  this  place,  fee- 
ing his  finances  cxhaufted,  and  his  army  confiderably 
diminiftied,  confented  to  a  negociation  for  peace, 
which  was  tranfadled  under  the  mediation  of  the 
French  Ambaflador  at  the  Ottoman  Porte.  The 
Count    de    Neupcrg,.  as   Imperial   Plenipotentiary, 
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figned  the  preliminaries  on  the  firft  day  of  Septem-  CHAP. 

bcr.    They   were  ratified   by  the  Emperor,  though  .^"^ 

he  pretended  to  be  diflatisfled  with  the  articles  ;  and^Ts^ 

declared  that  his  minifter  had  exceeded  his  powers. 

By  this  treaty  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  ceeded  to  the 

Grand  Signer,  Belgrade,    Sabatz,    Servia,    Auftrian 

Wallachia,  the  ifle  and  fortrcfs  of  Orfova,  with  the 

fort  of  St.  EHzabeth  ;  and  the  con  trailing  powers 

agreed  that  the  Danube  and  the  Saave  (hould  ferve 

as  boundaries  to  the  two  Empires.      The  Emperor 

publifhed  a  circular  letter,  addrefled  to  his  minifters 

stall  the  courts  in   Europe,  blaming  Count  Wallis 

for  the  bad  fuccefs  of  the  lall  campaign,  and  difown- 

ing  the  negociations  of  Count  Neuperg  :  nay,  thefe 

two  officers  were   adlually  difgraced,  and  confined 

in  different  caftles.     This,  however,    was  no  other 

than  a  facrifice  to  the  refentment  of  the  Czarina,  who 

loudly  complained,  that  the  Emperor  had  concluded 

a  feparate  peace,  contrary  to  his  engagements  with 

the  Ruffian  empire.     Her  General,  Count  Munich, 

had  obtained  a  vi(5lory  over  the  Turks  at  Choczim 

in  Moldovia,  and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  that  place, 

in  which  he  found  two  hundred  pieces  of  artillery  : 

but  the  country  was  fo  ruined  by  the  incurfions  of 

the  Tartars,  that  the   Mufcovites   could  not  fubfift 

in  it  during  the  winter.     The  Czarina,  finding  her- 

felf  abandoned  by  the  Emperor,  and  unable  to  cope 

trith  the  whole  power  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  took 

the  firft  opportunity  of  putting  an  end  to  the  war 

upon  honourable  terms.     After  a  fhort  negociation, 

the  conferences  ended  in  a  treaty,  by  which  fhc  was 

left    in   poflellion  of  Afoph,  on  condition  that  its 

fonifications  fhould  be  demolifhed  ;  and  the  ancient 

limits  were  re-eftabliflied  between  the  two  empires. 

§   XXIV.    A  rupture   between  Great-Britain  and 
Spain  was   now  become  inevitable.      The   Englifh    - 
fquadron  in   the  Mediterranean  had  ab-eady  made 
prize  of  two  rich  Caracca  fhips.      The  King  had 
iffucd  orders  for  augmenting  his   land  forces,    and 
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BOOK  raifing  a  body  of  marines  :  and  .  a  great  number  of 
^  }^'  ,  fhips  of  war  were  put  in  commiflion.  Admiral  Ver- 
^^3^  non  had  been  fent  to  the  Weft-Indies,  to  afliime  the 
command  of  the  fquadron  in  thofe  feas  j  and  to  an- 
noy the  trade  and  fettlemertts  of  the  Spaniards. 
This  gentleman  had  rendered  himfelf  confiderablc 
in  the  Houfeof  Commons,  by  loudly  condemning 
all  the  meafures  of  the  miniftry,  and  bluntly  fpeak- 
ing  his  fentiments,  whatever  they  were,  without  re- 
fpedl  of  perfons,  and  fometimcs  without  any  regard 
to  decorum.  He  was  counted  a  good  officer,  and 
this  boifterous  manner  feemed  to  enhance  his  cha- 
racter. As  he  had  once  commanded  a  fquadron  in 
Jamaica,  he  was  perfedlly  well  acquainted  with  thofc 
feas ;  and  in  a  debate  upon  the  Spanish  depreda- 
tions, he  chanced  to  affirm,  that  Porto-Bello  on  the 
Spaniffi  main  might  be  eafily  taken  :  nay,  he  even 
undertook  to  reduce  it  with  fix  fhips  only.  This 
offer  was  echoed  from  the  mouths  of  all  the  members 
in  the  oppofition.  Vernon  was  extolled  as  another 
Drake  or  Raleigh  :  he  became  the  idol  of  a  party, 
and  his  praife  refounded  from  all  corners  of  the 
kingdom.  The  minifter,  in  order  to  appeafe  the 
clamours  of  the  people  on  this  fubjed^:,  fent  him  as 
commander  in  chief  to  the  Weft-Indies.  He  was 
pleaied  with  an  opportunity  to  remove  fuch  a  trou- 
iDlefome  ccnfor  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  and,, 
perhaps,  he  was  not  without  hope,  that  Vernon 
would  difgrace  himfelf  and  his  party,  by  failing  in 
the  exploit  he  had  undertaken.  His  Catholick  Ma- 
jefty  having  ordered  all  the  Britifli  fhips  in  his  har- 
bours to  be  feized  and  detained,  the  King  of  Eng- 
land would  keep  meafures  with  him  no  longer,  but 
denounced  war  againft  him  on  the  twenty-third  day 
'  of  October.  Many  Englifh  merchants  began  to 
equip  privateers,  and  arm  their  trading  velTels;  to 
protedl  their  own  commerce,  as  well  as  to  diftrefs 
that  of  the  enemy.  The  feffion  of  Parliament  was 
opened  in  November,  when  the  King,  in  his  fpeech 
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to  both  Houfes,  declared,  the  he  had  augmented  CHAP, 
his  forces  by  fea  and  land,  purfuant  to  the  power  ^  ^J-    , 
vefted  in  him  by  Parliament  for  the  fecurity  of  his     i73y. 
dominions,  the  protedlion  of  trade,  and  the  annoy- 
ance of  the  enemy  ;  and  he  exprefled  his  apprehen- 
fion,  that  the  heats  and  animofities^  which  had  been 
induftrioufly    fomented    throughout   the   kingdom^ 
encouraged  Spain  to  a6l  in  fuch  a  manner  as  ren- 
dered it  neceflary  for  him  to  have  recourfe  to  arms* 
In  anfwer  to  this  fpeech,  afFe6lionate  addreffes  were 
prefented  by  both  Houfes,  without  any  confiderable 
oppofition. 

§  XXV.  The  feceding  members  had  again  re- 
fumed  their  feats  in  the  Floufe  of  Commons ;  and 
Mr.  Pulteney  thought  proper  to  vindicate  the  extra- 
ordinary ftep  which  they  had  taken.  He  faid,  they 
thought  that  ftep  was  neceflary,  as  affairs  then  ftood> 
for  clearing  their  characters  to  poflerity  from  the 
imputation  of  fitting  in  an  affembly,  where  a  deter- 
mined majority  gave  a  fandlion  to  meafures  evidently 
to  the  difgrace  of  his  Majefty  and  the  nation.  He 
obferved,  that  their  conduct  was  fo  fully  juftified  by 
the  declaration  of  war  againft  Spain^  that  any  fur- 
ther vindication  would  be  fuperfiuous ;  for  every 
affcrtion  contained  in  it  had  been  almoft  in  the  fame 
words  infifted  upon  by  thofe  who  oppofed  the  con- 
vention: "Every  fentence  in  it  (added  he)  is  an 
*'  echo  of  what  was  faid  in  our  reafonings  againfl 
*'  that  treaty :  every  pofitive  truth  which  the  de- 
*'  claration  lays  down,  was  denied  with  the  utmofl 
"  confidence  by  thofe  who  fpoke  for  the  convention; 
*^  and  fince  that  time,  there  has  not  one  event  hap- 
•*  pened  which  was  not  then  forefeen  and  foretold. " 
He  propofed,  that  in  maintaining  the  war,  the  Spa- 
nifh  fcttlements  in  the  Weft-Indies  fhould  be  at- 
tacked ;  and  that  the  miniftry  fhould  not  have  the 
power  to  give  up  the  conquefts  that  might  be  made. 
He  faid  he  hearrily  wifhed,  for  his  Majefty's  honour 
and  fervice^  that  no  mention  had  been  made  of  h^ats 
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BOOK  and  animofities  in  the  King's  fpeech  ;  and  gave  It 
^  ^^'  J  as  his  opinion,  that  they  ihould  take  no  notice  of 
^73^  that  claufe  in  their  addrefs.  He  was  anfwered  by 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  took  occafion  to  fay,  he 
was  in  no  great  concern  left  the  fervice  of  his  Ma- 
jefly  or  the  nation  fhould  fufFer  by  the  abfence  of 
thofe  members  who  had  quitted  the  Houfe  :  he 
affirmed,  the  nation  was  generally  fenfible,  that  the 
many  ufeful  and  popular  a6ls  which  pafled  towards 
the  end  of  the  laft  feflion,  were  greatly  forwarded  and 
facilitated  by  the  feceffion  of  thofe  gentlemen  ;  and, 
if  they  were  returned  only  tooppofe  and  perplex,  he 
Ihould  not  be  at  all  forry  to  fee  them  fecede  again. 

§  XXVI.  Mr.  Pulteney  revived  the  bill  which  he 
had  formerlv  prepared  for  the  encouragement  of 
feamen.  After  a  long  difpute,  and  eager  oppofitioa 
by  the  miniftry,  it  pafled  both  Houfes,  and  obtained 
the  royal  aflent.  Mr.  Sandys  having  obferved  that 
there  could  be  no  immediate  ufe  for  a  great  number 
of  forces  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  explained  how  lit- 
tle fervice  could  be  expedted  from  raw  and  undifci- 
plined  men  ;  propofed  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  de- 
liring  that  the  body  of  marines  fhould  be  com- 
pofed  of  drafts  from  the  old  regiments  :  that  as  few 
officers  fhould  be  appointed  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe 
•  would  permit ;  and  he  exprefled  his  hope,  that  the 
Houfe  would  recommend  this  method  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  in  tender  compaffion  to  his  people,  already 
burthened  with  many  heavy  and  grievous  taxes. 
This  fcheme  was  repugnant  to  the  intention  of  the 
miniftry,  whofe  aim  was  to  increafe  the  number  of 
their  dependents,  and  extend  their  parliamentary 
intereft,  by  granting  a  great  number  of  commiflions. 
The  propofal  was,  therefore,  after  a  long  debate^ 
reje6led  by  the  majority.  Motions  were  made  for 
an  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  concluded 
the  convention  ;  but  they  were  over-ruled.  The 
penfion  bill  was  revived,  and  fo  powerfully  fup- 
ported  by  the  eloquence  of  Sir  William  Wyndham, 
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Mr.  Pulteney,  and  Mr.  Lyttelton,  that  it  made  its  CHAP, 
way  through  the  Commons  to  the  Upper  Houfe,^  ^^-  ^ 
where  it  was  again  loft  upon  a  divifion,  after  a  very  |^^jJ7 
long  debate.  As  the  feamen  of  the  kingdom  ex- 
prefled  uncommon  averfion  to  the  fervice  of  the 
government,  and  the  fleet  could  not  be  manned 
without  great  difficulty,  the  miniftry  prepared  a  bill 
which  was  brought  in  by  Sir  Charles  Wager,  for 
regiftering  all  feamen,  watermen,  fiftiermen,  and 
lightermen,  throughout  his  Majefty's  dominions. 
Had  this  bill  pafled  into  a  law,  a  Britifh  failor  would 
have  been  reduced  to  the  moft  abjecft  degree  of 
flavery :  had  he  removed  from  a  certain  diftridt  al- 
lotted for  the  place  of  his  refidence,  he  would  have 
been  deemed  a  deferter,  and  puniftied  accordingly  : 
he  muft  have  appeared,  when  fummoned,  at  all 
hazards,  whatever  might  have  been  tlie  circum- 
ftances  of  his  family,  or  the  ftate  of  his  private 
affairs:  had  he  been  incumbered  with  debt,  he  mud 
cither  have  incurred  the  penalties  of  this  law,  or  lain 
at  the  mercy  of  his  creditors:  had  he  acquired  by 
induftry,  or  received  by  inheritance,  an  ample  for- 
tune, he  would  have  been  liable  to  be  torn  from  his 
poiTcffions,  and  fubje^led  to  hardfhips  which  no  man 
would  endure  but  from  the  fenfe  of  fear  or  indigence. 
The  bill  was  fo  vigoroufly  oppofed  by  Sir  John  Bar- 
nard and  others,  as  a  flagrant  encroachment  on  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  that  the  Houfe  rejected  it 
on  the  fecond  reading. 

^  XXVII.  The  King  having  by  meflage  commu- 
nicated to  the  Houfe  his  intention  of  dilpofing  the 
Princefs  Mary  in  marriage  to  Prince  Frederick  of 
Hefle ;  and  exprefliing  his  hope,  that  the  Commons 
would  enable  him  to  give  a  fuitable  portion  to  his 
daughter,  they  unanimoufly  refolvcd  to  grant  forty 
thoufand  pounds  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  prefented  an 
addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Majefty,  for  having  com- 
municated to  the  Houfe  this  intended  marriage. 
On  the  thirteenth  day  of  March  a  fhip  arrived  from 
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the  Wcft-Indics,    difpatched   by  Admiral  Vernon, 
with  an  account  of  his  having  taken   Porto-Bello, 

"iTsgT  on  the  ifthmus  of  Darien,  with  fix  Ihips  only,  and 
demolifhed  all  the  fortifications  of  the  place.  The 
Spaniards  a6led  with  fuch  pufillanimity  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  that  their  forts  were  taken  almofl:  without 
bloodihed.  The  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  joined 
in  an  addrefs  of  congratulation  upon  this  fuccefs  of 
his  Majefty's  arms ;  and  the  nation  in  general  was 
wonderfully  elated  by  an  exploit  which  was  mag- 
nified much  above  its  merit.  The  Commons  grant- 
ed every  thing  the  Crown  thought  proper  to  dcr 
mand.  They  provided  for  eight- and* twenty  thou- 
fand  land  forces,  bcfides  fix  thoufand  marines.  They 
enabled  his  Majefly  to  equip  a  very  powerful  navy  : 
they  voted  the^  fubfidy  to  the  King  of  Denmark  ; 
and  they  empowered  their  Sovereign  to  defray  ccFt 
tain  extraordinary  expences  not  fpecifi^d  in  th^  efti- 
mates.  To  anfwer  thcfe  uncommon  grants,  they 
impofed  a  land-tax  of  four  (hillings  in  the  pound  ; 
and  enabled  his  M^jefty  to  deduc^t  twelve  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  from  the  finking  fund  ;  in  a  word, 
the  expence  of  the  war,  during  the  courfe  of  the  en- 
fuing  year,  amounted  to  about  four  milHons.  The 
feflion  was  clofed  on  jhe  twenty  ninth  day  of  April, 
when  the  King  thanked  the  Commons  for  the  lup- 
plies  they  had  fo  liberally  granted,  and  recom- 
mended union  and  moderation  to  both  Hpufes. 

An.  1740.  ^  XXVIII.  During  the  greateft  part  of  this  win- 
ter, the  poor  had  been  grievoufly  aflftidled  in  confc- 
quence  of  a  fevere  froft,  which  began  at  Chriftma^, 
and  continued  till  the  latter  end  of  February.  Th^ 
river  Thames  was  covered  with  fuch  a  cruft  of  ice, 
that  a  multitude  of  people  dwelled  upon  it  in  tents, 
and  a  great  number  of  booths  w^re  etedled  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  populace.  The  navigation  was 
entirely  flopped  :  the  watermen  and  fifhermen  were 
difabled  from  earning  a  livelihood  :  the  fruits  of  thp 
f  arth  were  deftroyed  by  thp  cold,  which  wa$  fo  ^x- 
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treme,  that  many  perfons  were  chilled  to  death  ; 
and  this  calamity  was  the  more  deeply  felt,  as  the 
poor  could  not  afford  to  fupply  themfelves  with  ^1740!^ 
coals  and  fuel,  which  were  advanced  in  price,  in 
proportion  to  the  feverity  and  continuance  of  the 
froft.  The  lower  clafs  of  labourers,  who  worked  in 
the  open  air,  were  now  deprived  of  all  means  of 
fubfiftence:  many  kinds  of  manufacture  were  laid 
alide,  becaufe  it  was  found  impra6ticable  to  carry 
them  on.  The  price  of  all  forts  of  provifion  rofe 
almoil  to  a  dearth :  even  water  was  fold  in  the 
ftreets  of  London.  In  this  feafon  of  diftrefs,  mahy 
wretched  families  muft  have  perifhed  by  cold  and 
hunger,  had  not  thofe  of  opulent  fortunes  been  in- 
fpircd  with  a  remarkable  fpirit  of  compaflion  and 
humanity.  Nothing  xan  more  redound  to  the  ho- 
nour of  the  Englifh  nation,  than  did  thofe  inftances 
of  benevolence  and  well-condu6led  charity  which 
were  then  exhibited.  The  liberal  hand  was  not  only 
.  opened  to  the  profefled  beggar,  and  the  poor  that 
owned  their  diltrefs;  but  uncommon  pains  were 
taken  to  find  out  and  relieve  thofe  more  unhappy 
objects,  who  from  moti\^s  of  falfe  pride,  or  inge- 
nuous (hame,  endeavoured  to  conceal  their  mifery* 
Thefe  were  aflifted  almoft  in  their  own  defpite.  The 
folitary  habitations  of  the  widow,  the  fatherlefs,  and 
the  unfortunate,  were  viiited  by  the  beneficent,  who 
felt  for  the  woes  of  their  fellow  creatures ;  and,  to 
fuch  as  refufed  to  receive  a  portion  of  the  publick 
charity,  the  neceflaries  of  life  were  privately  con- 
veyed, in  fuch  a  manner  as  could  leaft  fhock  the  de- 
licacy of  their  difpolitions. 

^  XXIX.  In  the  beginning  of  May,  the  King 
of  Great-Britain  fet  out  for  HanoVer,  after  having 
appointed  a  Regency,  and  concerted  vigorous  mea- 
furesTor  diftrefling  the  enemy.  In  a  few  days  after 
his  departure,  the  fpoufals  of  the  Princefs  Mary 
were  celebrated  by  proxy,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
reprcfepting  the  Pnnce  of  Hefle,  and  in  June  the 
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Princcfs  embarked  for  the  Continent.     AbCilt  the 
fame  time,    a  floop  arrived  in  England  with  dif- 
77407^  patches  from  Admiral  Vernon,  who,  lince  his  ad- 
venture at  Porto  Bello,  had  bombarded  Carthagena, 
and  taken  the  fort  of  San  Lorenzo,  on  the  river  of 
Chagre,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  former  con- 
queft.     This  month   was   likewife  marked  by   the 
death  of  his  Pruflian  Majefty,  a  Prince  by  no  means 
remarkable  for  great  or  amiable  qualities.     He  was 
fucceeded  on  the  throne  by  Frederick  his  eldeft  fon, 
ithe  late  King  of  that  realm,  who  has  fo  eminently 
I  diftinguiflied  himfelf  as  a  warrior  and  legiflator.    In 
'Auguft,    the   King    of   Great- Britain   concluded    a 
treaty  with  the  Landgrave  of  Helle,  who  engaged  to 
furnifli  him  with  a  body  of  fix  thoufand  men  for 
four  years,  in  confideration  of  an  annual  fubfidy  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  crowns. 

^  XXX.  Meanwhile,  preparations  of  war  were 
vigoroufly  carried  on  by  the  miniftry  in  England. 
They  had  wifely  refolved  to  annoy  the  Spaniards  in 
their  American  pofltffions.  Three  (hips  of  war, 
cruifing  in  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  fell  in  with  a  large 
Spanifh  fliip  of  the  line  ftrongly  manned,  and  took 
her  after  a  very  obfi:inate  engagement:  but  the 
afibgue  fhips  arrived,  with  the  treafure,  in  Spain, 
notwithftanding  the  vigilance  of  the  Englifh  com- 
manders, who  were  fi:ationed  in  a  certam  latitude 
to  intercept  that  flota.  One  camp  was  formed  on 
Hounflow- heath ;  and  fix  thoufand  marines  lately 
levied  were  encamped  on  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  in  or- 
der to  be  embarked  for  the  Weft-Indies.  Intelli- 
gence being  received,  that  a  ftrong  fquadron  of  Spa- 
nifh fhips  of  war  waited  at  Ferrol  for  orders  to  fail 
to  their  American  fettlements,  Sir  John  Norris 
failed  with  a  powerful  fleet  from  Spithead,  to  dif- 
pute  their  voyage ;  and  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
fcrved  in  perfon  as  a  volunteer  in  this  exf>edition : 
but,  after  divers  fruitlefs  efJbrts,  he  was,  by  con- 
trary winds,  obliged  to  lie  inactive  for  the  greatell 
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part  of  the  fummer  in  Torbay:  and,  upon  advice  chap. 
that  the  French  and  Spanilh  fquadrons  had  failed  to  VI, 
the  Weft-Indies  in  conjundion,  the  defign  againft  ^"^^4^ 
Ferrol  was  wholly  laid  afide.  In  September,  a 
fmall  fquadron  of  fhips  commanded  by  Commo-* 
dore  Anfon,  fet  fail  for  the  South-Sea,  in  order  to 
act  againft  the  enemy  on  the  coaft  of  Chili  and  Peru, 
and  co-operate  occafionally  with  Admiral  Vernon 
acrofs  the  ifthmus  of  Darien.  The  fcheme  was  well 
laid,  but  ruined  by  unneceflary  delays,  and  unfore- 
feen  accidents.  But  the  hopes  of  the  nation  centered 
chiefly  in  a  formidable  armament  designed  for  thq 
northern  coaft  of  New  Spain,  and  his  Catholick  Ma- 
jefty's  other  fettlements  on  that  fide  of  the  Atlan- 
tick.  Commillions  had  been  iflued  for  raifing  a 
regiment  of  four  battalions  in  the  Englifh  colonies 
.of  North- America,  that  they  might  be  tranfported 
to  Jamaica,  and  join  the  forces  from  England, 
Thefe,  confiding  of  the  marines,  and  detachments 
from  fome  old  regiments,  were  embarked  in  Octo- 
ber at  the  Ifie  of  Wight,  under  the  command  of 
Lord  Cathcart,  a  nobleman  of  approved  honour, 
and  great  experience  in  the  art  of  war ;  and  they 
failed  under  convoy  of  Sir  Chaloncr  Ogle,  with  a 
fleet  of  feven-and-twenty  fliips  of  the  line,  befides 
frigates,  fire-lhips,  bomb-ketclies,  and  tenders.  They 
were  likewife  furnifijed  with  hofpital  fhips,  and  ftore- 
flbi|>s,  laden  with  provifion,  ammunition,  all  forts  of 
warlike  implements,  and  every  kind  of  convenience. 
Never  was  an  armament  more  completely  equipped ; 
and  never  had  the  nation  more  reafon  to  hope  for 
extraordinary  fuccefs. 

§  XXXI.  On  the  twentieth  day  of  061ober, 
Charles  VT.  Emperor  of  Germany,  the  laft  Prince 
of  the  Houfc  of  Aufiria,  died  at  Vienna,  and  was 
fucceeded  in  his  hereditary  dominions  by  his  eldeft  r 
daughter,  the  Archduchcfs  Maria  Therefa,  married  » 
to  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany.  Though  this  Prin- 
ccfs  fucceeded  as  Queen  of  Hungary,  by  virtue  of 
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the  pragmatick  fandion  guaranteed  by  all  the  powers 
in  Europe,  her  fucceffion  produced  fuch  contefts  as 
"1^4^  kindled  a  cruel  war  in  the  empire.  The  young 
King  of  Pruffia  was  no  fooner  informed  of  the  Em- 
peror's death,  then  he  entered  Silefia  at  the  head  of 
twenty  thoufand  men  ;  feized  certain  fiefs  to  which 
his  family  laid  claim  ;  and  publilhed  a  manifefio, 
declaring  that  he  had  no  intention  to  contravene  the 
pragmatick  fan6lion.  The  Eledlor  of  Bavaria  re- 
fufcd  to  acknowledge  the  Archduchefs  as  Queen  of 
Himgary  and  Bohemia ;  alledging,  that  he  himfelf 
had  pretcnfions  to  thofe  countries,  as  the  defcendant 
of  the  Emperor  Ferdinand  I.  who  was  head  of  the 
German  branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Auflria.  Charles 
VI.  was  furvived  but  a  few  days  by  his  ally,  the 
Czarina  Anne  Iwanowna,  who  died  in  the  forty-fifth 
year  of  her  age,  after  having  bequeathed  her  Crown 
to  Iwan,  or  John,  the.  infant  fon  of  her  niece,  the 
Princefs  Anne  of  Mecklenburgh,  who  had  been 
married  to  Anthony  Ulrick,  Dufce  of  Brunfwick 
Lunenbourg-Bevern.  She  appointed  the  Duke  of 
Courland  Regent  of  the  Empire,  and  even  guardian 
of  the  young  Czar,  though  his  own  parents  were 
alive :  but  this  difpofition  was  not  long  maintained. 

§  XXXII.  The  King  of  Great-Britain  having 
returned  to  England  from  his  German  dominions, 
the  feffion  of  Parliament  was  opened  in  November. 
His  Majefty  affured  them,  on  this  occafion,  that  he 
was  determined  to  profecute  the  war  vigoroufly, 
even  though  France  (hould  efpoufe  the  caufe  of 
Spain,  as  her  late  condu6t  feemed  to  favour  this 
fuppofition.  He  took  notice  of  the  Emperor's  death, 
as  an  event  which  in  all  likelihood  would  open  a  new 
i'cene  of  aflTairs  in  Europe:  he  therefore  recommended 
to  their  confideration  the  neceflary  fupplies  for  put- 
ting the  nation  in  fuch  a  pofture  that  it  fhould  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  any  emergency.  Finally,  he 
defired  them  to  confider  of  fome  proper  regulations 
for  preventing  the  exportation  of  corn,  and  for  more 

elFeduai 


Digitized 


by  Google 


GEORGE   II.  43 

efFe6lual  methods  to  man  the  fleet  at  this  conjunc-  CH  AV. 
ture.  The  Commons,  after  having  voted  an  addrefs  ^  .^^^'  j 
of  thanks,  brought  in  a  bill  for  prohibiting  the  ex-  ^740. 
portation  of  corn  and  provifions,  for  a  limited  time, 
out  of  Great- Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  American 
plantations.  This  was  a  meafure  calculated  to  dif- 
trefs  the  enemy,  who  were  fuppofed  to  be  in  want 
of  thefe  neceflaries.  The  French  had  contraded 
for  a  very  large  quantity  of  beef  and  pork  in  Ireland 
for  the  ufe  of  their  own  and  the  Spanilh  navy ;  and 
an  embargo  had  been  laid  upon  the  (hips  of  that 
kingdom.  The  bill  met  with  a  vigorous  opposition : 
yet  the  Houfe  unanimoufly  refolved,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  fhould  be  addrefled  to  lay  an  immediate  em- 
bargo upon  all  (hips  laden  with  corn,  grain,  ftarch, 
rice,  beef,  pork,  and  other  provifions,  tp  be  ex- 
ported to  foreign  parts.  They  likewife  refolved, 
that  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  fhould  be  given  to 
Vice- Admiral  Vernon,  for  the  fcrvices  he  had  done 
to  his  king  and  country  in  the  Weft-Indies.  One 
William  Cooley  was  examined  at  the  bar  of  the 
Houfe,  and  committed  to  prifon,  after  having  owned 
himfelf  author  of  a  paper,  intituled,  "  Confiderations 
upon  the  embargo  on  provifion  of  vidual."  The 
performance  contained  many  flirewd  and  fevere  ani- 
madverfions  upon  the  government,  for  having  taken 
a  ftep  which,  without  anfwering  the  purpofe  of  dif- 
trefling  the  enemy,  would  prove  a  grievous  difcou- 
ragement  to  trade,  and  ruin  all  the  graziers  of  Ire- 
land. Notwithftanding  the  arguments  ufed  in  this 
remonftrance,  and  feveral  petitions  that  were  pre- 
fented  again  ft  the  corn-bill,  it  palled  by  mere  dint 
of  minifterial  influence.  The  other  party  endea- 
voured, by  various  motions,  to  fet  on  foot  an  en- 
quiry into  the  orders,  letters,  and  inflru6lions,  which 
had  been  fent  to  Admiral  Vernon  and  Admiral 
Haddock:  but  all  fuch  inveftigations  were  c^^rcfully 
avoided. 

§  XXXIII. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


44  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

JOCK       §  XXXIII.    A  very  hot  contcft  arofe  from  a  bill 
^^  ^1'   J  which  the  miniftry  brought  in  under  the  fpecious 
1740.     title  of,   A  bill  for  the  encouragement  and  incrcafe 
of  feamen,  and  for  the  better  and  fpeedier  manning 
his  Majefty's  fleet.     This  was  a  revival  of  the  op* 
preffive  fcheme  which  had  been  rejecStcd  in  the  for- 
mer feffion;  a  fcheme  by  which  the  juftices  of  the 
peace  were  empowered  to  ifllie  warrants  to  confta- 
bles  and  head  boroughs,  to  fearch  by  day  or  night 
for  fuch  fea-faring  men  as  fhould  conceal  thcmfelves 
within  their  refpefitive  jurifdidlions.     Thefe  fearchers 
were  veftcd  with  authority  to  force  open  doors,  in 
cafe  of  refiftance;  and  encouraged  to  this  violence 
by  a  reward  for  every  feaman  they  fhould  difcover  j 
while  the  unhappy  wretches  fo  difcovercd  were  drag- 
ged into  the  fervice,  and  their  names  entered  in  ^ 
regifter  to  be  kept  at  the  Navy  or  the  Admiralty- 
Office.     Such  a  plan  of  tyranny  did  not  pafs  un- 
cenfured.     Every  exceptionable  claufe   produced  a 
warm  debate,  in  which  Sir  John  Barnard,  Mr.  Pul- 
teney,  Mr.  Sandys,  Lord  Gage,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  fignalized  themfelves  nobly  in  defending 
the  liberties  of  their  fellow  fubjedls.  Mr.  Pitt  having 
expreffed  a  laudable  indignation  at  fuch  a  large  ftridc 
towards  defpotick  power,    in  juflification  of  which 
nothing  could  be  urged  but  the  plea  of  neceffity, 
Mr.  H.  Walpolc  thought  proper  to  attack  him  with 
fome  perfonal  farcafms.  He  refle6led  upon  his  youth ; 
and  obferved  that  the  difcovefy  of  truth  was  very 
little  promoted  by  pompous  didion  and  theatrical 
emotion.     Thefe  infinuations  expofed  him  to  a  fe- 
vere  reply.     Mr.  Pitt  (landing  up  again,  faid,  "  He 
**  would  not  undertake  to  determine  whether  youth 
*^  could  be  juftly  imputed  to  any  man  as  a  reproach ; 
^'  but  he  affirmed,  that  the  wretch,  who  after  having 
\  *^  feen  the  confequences  of  repeated  errors,  conti- 
:  "  nues  fiill  to  blunder,  and  whofe  age  has  only  ad- 
•  "  ded  obftinacy  to  ftupidity,  is  furely  the  objedl  of 
*^  either  abhorrence  or  contempt,  and  deferves  not 
2  "  that 
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^  that  his  grey  head  ftiould  fecure  him  from  infultst  CHAP. 
**  much  more  is  he  to  be  abhorred,  who,  as  he  has'    ^'^'j 
•^  advanced  in   age,  has  receded  from  virtue,   and  '^^, 
*^  becomes  more  wicked  with  lefs  temptation  ;  who 
**  proftitutes  himfelf   for  money  which    he  cannot  , 
"  enjoy ;  and  fpends  the  remains  of  his  life  in  the  . 
*'  ruin  of   his  country." — Petitions  were  prefentcd 
from  the  city  of  London,  and  county  of  Glouccfter, 
againft  the  bill,  as  detrimental  to  the  trade  and  na- 
vigation  of  the   kingdom,    by   difcouraging  rather 
than    encouraging  failors,    and   deflru6live    to    the 
liberties  of  the  fubje<ft:  but  they  were  both  rejedled 
as  infults  upon  the  Houfe  of  Commons.    After  very 
long  debates,  maintained  on  both  fides  with  extra- 
ordinary ardour  and  emotion,  the  fevere  claufes  were 
dropped,  and  the  bill  paflcd  with  amendments, 

^  XXXIV.  But  the  moft  remarkable  incident  of 
this  feflion,  was  an  open  and  perfonal  attack  upon 
the  minifter,  who  was  become  extremely  unpopular 
all  over  the  kingdom.  The  people  were  now  more 
than  ever,  fenfible  of  the  grievous  taxes  under  which 
they  groaned ;  and  faw  their  burthens  daily  increa- 
fing.  No  effectual  attempt  had  as  yet  been  made  to 
annoy  the  enemy.  Expenfive  fquadrons  had  been 
equipped  ;  had  made  excurfions,  and  returned  with- 
out firiking  a  blow.  The  Spanifh  fleet  had  failed 
firft  from  Cadiz,  and  then  from  Ferrol,  without 
any  interruption  from  Admiral  Haddock,  who  com- 
manded the  Britifh  fquadron  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  who  was  fuppofed  to  be  reftrifted  by  the  in- 
ftru6lions  he  had  received  from  the  miniftry,  though, 
in  fa6l  his  want  of  fuccefs  was  owing  to  accident. 
Admiral  Vernon  had  written  from  the  Weft-Indies 
to  his  private  friends,  that  he  was  negledled,  and  in 
danger  of  being  facrificed.  Notwithftanding  the 
numerous  ^navy  which  the  nation  maintained,  the 
Spanifh  privateers  made  prize  of  the  Britifh  mer- 
chant fhips  with  impunity.  In  violation  of  trearies, 
and  in  contempt  of  that  intimate  conne<Sion  which 

had 


Digitized 


by  Google 


4fl  HISTORY   6F   ENGLAND. 

BOOK  had  been  fo  long  cultivated  between  the  French  and 
V  V  >  Englifh  miniftry,  the  King  of  France  had  ordered 
1740  the  harbour  and  fortifications  of  Dunkirk  to  be  re- 
paired: his  fleet  had  failed  to  the  Weft-Indies,  in 
conjundtion  with  that  of  Spain  ;  and  the  merchants 
of  England  began  td  tremble  for  Jamaica:  finally, 
commerce  was  in  a  manner  fufpended,  by  the  prac- 
tice of  prefling  failors  into  the  fervice,  and  by  the 
embargo  which  had  been  laid  upon  (hips,  in  all  the 
ports  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland.  Thefe  caufes 
of  popular  difcontent,  added  to  other  complaints 
which  had  been  fo  long  repeated  againft  the  Mi- 
nifter,  exaggerated  and  inculcated  by  his  enemies 
with  unweared  induftry,  at  length  rendered  him  fo 
univerfally  odious,  that  his  name  was  feldom  or 
never  mentioned  with  decency,  except  by  his  own 
dependents. 

§  XXXV.  The  country-party  in  Parliament 
feized  this  opportunity  of  vengeance.  Mr.  Sandys 
went  up  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole  in  the  Houfe,  and 
told  him,  that  on  Friday  next  he  (hould  bring  a 
charge  againft  him  in  publick.  The  Minifter  feemed 
to  be  furprifed  at  this  unexpe6led  intimation:  but, 
after  a  fhort  paufe,  thanked  him  politely  for  this  pre- 
rious  notice,  and  faid  he  defired  no  favour,  but  fair 
play*.  Mr.  Sandys,  at  the  time  which  he  had  ap- 
pointed for  this  accufation,  ftood  up,  and  in  a  fliidied 
fpeech  entered  into  a  Iongdedu61ion  of  the  minifler's 
mifcondudl.  He  infifted  upon  the  difcontents  of  the 
nation,  in  confequence  of  the  meafures  which  had 
been  for  many  years  purfued  at  home  and,  abroad. 
He  profcfled  his  belief  that  there  was  not  a  gentle- 
man in  the  Houfe  who  did  not  know  that  one  fingle 
pcrfon  in  the  admini  ft  ration  was  the  chief,  if  not  the 
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•  upon  this  occasion  he  misquoted  Horace.  '*  As  I  am  not  con. 
'•  scious  of  any  crime  (said  he)  I  do  not* cloubt  of  being  able  to  make 
•*  a  proMcr  defi-uce.  Nil  consctrt  sihi  nulli  pallescere  culpoe**  He  was 
c<»rrcrtcil  by  Mr.  Puheuey ;  but  insisted  upon  bis  being  in  the  rights 
and  actuulJv  laid  a  wager  on  the  juMue'-s  of  hi;*  quotation. 
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Ible  advifer  and  promoter  of  all  thofe  meafiires.  CHAP. 
^  This  (added  he)  is  known  without  doors,  as  well  ^^' 
"  as  within ;  therefore,  the  difcontents,  the  re-  ^^^4^ 
^  preaches,  and  even  the  curfes  of  the  people,  are 
^  all  diredled  againft  that  fingle  perfon.  They  com- 
"  plain  of  prefent  meafures :  they  have  fufFered  by 
*'  pad  meafures :  they  expedl  no  redrefs ;  they  expect 
^  no  alteration  or  amendment,  whilft  he  has  a  fhare 
^  in  dire6ling  or  advifing  our  future  adminiftration*  . 
^  Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  fentiments  of  the  people  in 
^  regard  to  that  minifter:  thefe  fentiments  we  are  » 
**  in  honour  and  duty  bound  to  reprefent  to  his  Ma-  ' 
•^  jefty ;  and  the  proper  method  for  doing  this,  as 
**  eflabliflied  by  our  conftitution,  is  to  addrefs  his 
"  Majefty  to  remove  him  from  his  councils."  He 
then  proceeded  to  explain  the  particulars  of  the  mi- 
nifter's  mifcondu<ft  in  the  whole  feries  of  his  nego- 
ciations  abroad.  He  charged  him  with  having  en- 
deavoured to  fupport  his  own  intereft,  and  to  eredl 
a  kind  of  defpotick  government,  by  the  pra61icc  of 
corruption ;  with  having  betrayed  the  intereft  and 
honour  of  Great-Britain  in  the  late  convention  ;  with 
having  negleded  to  profecute  the  war  againft  Spain  ; 
and  he  concluded  with  a  motion  for  an  addrefs  to 
the  King,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  remove  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  from  his  prefence  and  councils  for 
ever.  He  was  anfwered  by  Mr.  Pelham,  who  un- 
dertook to  defend  or  excufe  all  the  meafures  which 
the  other  and  condemned  ;  and  acquitted  himfelf  as 
a  warm  friend  and  unfliakcn  adherent.  Againft  this 
champion  Sir  John  Barnard  entered  the  lifts,  and  was 
fuftained  by  Mr.  Pulteney,  who,  with  equal  fpirit 
and  precifion,  pointed  out  and  expofed  all  the  ma- 
terial errors  and  mal-pra6lices  of  the  adminiftration. 
Sir  Robert  Walpple  fpoke  with  great  temper  and  de- 
liberation in  behalf  of  himfelf.  Withrefpedt  to  the 
article  of  briber}^  and  corruption,  he  faid  if  aoy  one 
inftance  had  been  mentioned  ;  if  it  had  been  (hown 
that  he  ever  offered  a  reward  to  any  member  of 
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BOOK  cither  Houfe,  or  ever  threatened  fo  deprive  any 
^  ^1'  ^ ,  member  of  his  office  or  employment,  in  order  ta 
1J40.  influence  his  voting  in  Parliament,  there  might  have 
been  fome  ground  for  this  charge;  but  when  it  was 
fo  generally  laid,  he  did  not  know  what  he  could  £ay 
to  it,  unlefs  to  deny  it  as  generally  and  as  pofitively 
as  it  had  been  aflerted.-— Such  a  declaration  as  this, 
in  the  hearing  of  fo  many  perfons,  who  not  only 
knew,  but  fubfifted  by  his  wages  of  corruption,  was 
a  ftrong  proof  of  the  minifter's  being  dead  to  all 
fcnfe  of  Ihame,  and  all  regard  to  veracity.  The 
debate  was  protraded  by  the  court  members  till 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  about  fixty  of 
the  oppofite  party  having  retired,  the  motion  was 
rejc6led  by  a  confiderable  majority. 

§  XXXVI.  A  bill  was  brought  in  for  prohibiting 
the  pradlice  of  infuring  fhips  belonging  to  the  ene- 
mies of  the  nation  ;  but  it  was  vigoroufly  oppofed 
by  Sir  John  Barnard  and  Mr.  Willimot,  who  de- 
moniirated  that  this  kind  of  traffick  was  advan- 
tageous to  the  kingdom ;  and  the  fchcme  was 
dropped.  Another  w^arm  conteft  arofe  upon  a  claufe 
of  the  mutiny-bill,  relating  to  the  quartering  of  fol- 
diers  upon  inn-keepers  and  publicans,  who  com- 
plained of  their  being  diflrefled  in  furnifhing  thofc 
guefts  with  provifions  and  neceifaries  at  the  rates 
prefcribed  by  law  or  cuftom.  There  were  not  want- 
ing advocates  to  expatiate  upon  the  nature  of  this 
grievance,  which,  however,  was  not  redrefled,  A  new 
trade  was  at  this  time  opened  with  Perfia,  through 
the  dominions  of  the  Czar,  and  veiled  with  an  ex- 
clufive  privilege  in  the  Ruffian  company,  by  an  a6l  of 
Parliament.  The  Commons  voted  forty  thoufand 
feamen  for  the  fervice  of  the  fcnfuing  year,  and  about 
thirty  thoufand  men  for  the  eflablifhment  of  land- 
forces.  They  provided  for  the  fubfidies  granted 
to  the  King  of  Denmark  and  the  Landgrave  of 
Hefle-Caflcl;  and  took  every  ftep  which  was  fug- 
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gcftcd  for  the  cafe  and  the  cdnvcnience 
vernment. 

§  XXXVII.  The  parties  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  "47407 
were  influenced  by  the  fame  motives  which  a6luatcd 
the  Commons.  The  Duke  of  Argyle^  who  had  by 
this  time  religned  all  his  places,  declared  open  war 
againft  the  miniftry.  In  the  beginning  of  the  feffion> 
the  King's  fpeech  was  no  fooner  reported  by  ihe 
Chancellor,  than  this  nobleman  flood  up,  and  moved 
that  a  general  addrefs  of  thanks  (hould  be  prefented 
to  his  Majefty,  inftead  of  a  recapitulation  of  every 
paragraph  of  the  King's  fpeech,  re-echoed  from  the 
Parliament  to  the  Throne,  with  expreffions  of  Wind 
approbation,  implying  a  general  concurrence  with 
all  the  meafures  of  the  minifter.  He  fpoke  on  this 
fubjecSt  with  an  aftonifhing  impetuofity  of  eioijuence^ 
that  rolled  like  a  river  which  had  overflowed  its 
banks  and  deluged  the  whole  adjacent  country* 
The  motidn  was  fupported  by  Lord  Bathiirft,  Lord 
Carteret,,  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield,  and  Lord  Grower^ 
who,  though  they  difplayed  all  the  talents  of  oratory> 
Were  out-voted  by  the  oppofite  party,  headed  by  the 
Duke  of  Newcaftle,  the  Earl  of  Cholmondeley,  Lord 
Hcrveyj  and  the  Lord  Chancellor.  The  motion 
was  reje6led,  and  the  addrefs  compofed  in  the  ufual 
drain.  The  fame  motions  for  an  enquiry  into  or* 
ders  and  inilru6iions  which  had  mifcarried  in  the 
Lower  Houfe,  were  here  repeated  with  the  fame  bad 
fuccefs  :  in  the  debates,  which  enfued^  the  young 
Earls  of  Hallifax  and  Sandwich  acquired  a  con-^ 
(iderable  (hare  of  reputation,  for  the  ftrength  of  ar- 
gument and  elocution  with  which  they  contended 
againft  the  adherents  of  the  miniftry.  When  the 
Houfe  took  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  army, 
the  Duke  of  Argyle  having  harangued  with  equal 
Ikill  and  energy  on  military  affairs,  propofed  that 
the  forces  (hould  be  augmented  by  adding  new  levies 
to  the  old  companies,  without  increafing  the  number 
of  officers ;   as  fuch  an  augmentation  ferved  only  to 
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SoOK-debafc  the  dignity  of  the  fcrvke,  by  raifing  tht 
^^  ^'^  loweft  of  mankind  to  the  rank  of  gentlemen ;  ani 
^^^  to  extend  tlic  influence  of  the  miniftcr,  by  multi- 
jpl)ring  his  dependents.  He,  therefore,  moved  for  « 
refolotion,  that  the  angmenting  the  army  by  raifii^ 
regiments,  as  it  is  the  moft  tmneceflary  and  moft 
cxpeniive  methods  of  augmentation,  was  aHb  the 
tnoft  dangeroas  to  the  liberties  of  the  nation^  This 
propofal  was  Uktwife  over-tuledy  after  a  (hoft  though 
warm  contention*  This  was  the  fate  of  all  the  other 
motions  made  by  the  Lords  in  the  oppoiition,  though 
the  viiftofy  of  the  Courtiers  was  always  clogged  widi 
a  nervous  and  fpirited  proteft.  Two  days  were  cx»- 
pended  in  the  debate  produced  by  Lord  Cattejpct's 
Ynotion  for  an  addrefs,  befeeching  his  Majefly  to  re* 
move  Sit  Robeit  Walpole  front  his  prefence  and 
councils  for  ever.  The  fpcech  that  ufhered  in  this 
memorable  motion  would  not  have  difgraced  a 
Cicdro.  It  contained  a  retro(pe6l  of  all  the  pub- 
lick  me^fures  which  had  been  purfued  fince  the  Re<^ 
volution.  It  explained  the  nature  of  every  treaty, 
whether  right*  or  wrong,  which  had  been  concluded 
under  the  prefent  adminiftratidn.  It  defcribed  the 
political  connedHons  fubfifting  between  the  difterem 
rowers  in  Europe.  It  expofed  the  weaknefs,  the 
mifconduA,  and  the  iniquity  of  the  Minifter,  both 
in  his  foreign  and  domeftick  traniadlions.  It  was 
embellilhed  with  all  the  ornaments  of  rhetorick,  and 
warmed  with  a  noble  fpirit  of  patriotic  indignation. 
The  Duke  of  Argyle,  Lord  Bathurft,  and  his  othet 
colleagues^  Teemed  to  be  animated  with  uncotnmoa 
An.  1741.  fervour,  and  even  infpircd,  by  the  fubjedl.  A  man 
of  imagination,  in  reading  their  fpeeches,  will  think 
himfelf  tranfported  into  the  Roman  fenate,  before 
the  ruin  of  that  repubhck.  Neverthelefs,  the  Mi- 
\  ntfter  (till  triumphed  by  dint  of  numbers ;  though 
his  y\6kory  was  dearly  purchafed.  Thirty  Peers  en- 
tered a  vigorous  proteil ;  and  Walpole's  charaiBer 
fuilaincd  luch  a  rode  ihock  £rom  this  oppofition^ 
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that  fats  ratfaority  Itemed  to  be  drawing  near  a  pe-  CH  A  P. 
riod.     Immediately  after  this  conteft  was  decided^  ^^  ^ 
the  Duke  of   Marlborough  moved  for  a  refolution,     i74i7 
that  any  aictempt  to  infliS  any  kind  of  punifhment 
on  any  peifon,  without  allowing  him  an  opportunity 
to  make  his  defence,  or  without  any  proot   of  any 
crime  or  mifdemeanour  committed  by  him,  is  con- 
trary to  natural  juftice,  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
realm,   and  the  ancient  eftabltihcd  ufage  of  Parlia- 
ment; and  is  a  high  infringement  of  the  liberties 
ef  the  fufajeS.     It  was  iecondcd  by  the  Duke  of  De- 
vooihire  and  Lord  Lovel ;    dnd  oppoied  by  Lord 
Gower,    as  an  intended  cenfure  on  the  proceedings 
of  the  day.     This  fentiment  was  lb  warmly  efpoufcd 
by  Lord  Talbot,  who  had  diftinguifhed  nimfelf  in 
the  fonner  debate,  that  he  fcemcd  to  be  tranfported 
beyond  the  bounds  of  moderation.     He  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  Earl  of  Cholmondeley,   who  charged 
him  with  having  violated  the  order  and  decorum 
which  ought  to  be  prefer ved  in  fuch  an  aflembly. 
His  paffion  was  inflamed  by  this  rebuke  :  he  declared 
himfdf  an  independent  Lord ;    a  charadler  which  he 
would  not  forfeit  for  the  fmiles  of  a  Court,  the  profit 
of  an  employment,  or  the  reward  of  a  penfion  :    he 
faid,  when  be  was  engaged  on  the  fide  of  truth,  he 
Would  trample  on  the  infolence  that  Ihould  command 
him  to  fupprefs  his  fentiments.— -On  a  divifion,  how* 
ever,  the  motion  was  carried. 

^  XXXVIII.  In  the  beginning  of  April,  the 
King  repairing  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  pafled  fome 
ads  that  were  ready  for  the  Royal  aflent.  Then,  in 
his  fpeech  to  both  Houfes,  he  gave  them  to  under- 
hand, that  the  Queen  of  Hungary  had  made  a  re* 
quifition  of  the  twelve  thoufand  men  ftipulated  by  * 
treaty ;  and  that  he  had  ordered  the  fubfidy-troops 
of  Denmark  and  Hefle-C^lel  to  be  in  readinefs  to 
march  to  her  affiftance.  He  ohferved,  that  in  this 
complicated  and  ururertain  (late  of  affairs,  many  in- 
cidents might  arife,  and  render  it  neccflary  for  him 
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B  O  OIC  to  incur  extraordinary  cxpences  for  maintaining  the 
^  ^^-  pragmatick  fandlion,  at  a  time  when  he  could  not 
^741^  PofTibly  have  rccourfc  to  the  advice  and  affiftance  of 
nis  Parliament.  He,  therefore,  demanded  of  the 
Commons  fuch  a  fupply  as  might  be  requifitc  for 
tjiefe  ends  ;  and  promifed  to  manage  it  with  all  pof- 
fible  frugality.  The  Lower  Houfe,  in  their  addrefs, 
approved  of  all  his  meafures  ;  declared  they  would 
effedlually  fupport  him  againft  all  infults  and  attacks 
that  might  be  made  upon  any  of  his  territories, 
though  not  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  Great- Bri- 
tain ;  and  that  they  would  enable  him  to  contribute, 
in  the  moil  efFecSlual  manner,  to  the  fupport  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  moved, 
that  an  aid  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fhould 
be  granted  to  that  Princcfs.  Mr.  Shippen  protefted 
againft  any  intcrpofition  in  the  affairs  of  Germany. 
He  exprefled  his  diflike  of  the  promife  which  had 
been  made  to  defend  his  Majefty*s  foreign  domi- 
nions ;  a  promife,  in  his  opinion,  inconfiilent  with 
that  important  and  inviolable  law,  the  A&  of  Set- 
tlement :  a  promife  which,  could  it  have  been  fore- 
known, would  perhaps  have  for  ever  precluded  from 
the  fucceffion  that  illuftrious  Family  to  which  the 
nation  owed  fuch  numberlefs  bleffings,  fuch  con-^ 
tinucd  felicity.  The  motion  however  paflcd,  though 
iiot  without  further  oppofition  ;  and  the  Houfe  re- 
folved,  that  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fhould 
be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  to  enable  him  efFedlually 
to  fupport  the  Queen  of  Hungary.  Towards  the 
expence  of  this  year,  a  million  was  dedu6led  from 
the  finking-fund  ;  and  the  land-tax  continued  at 
four  (hillings  in  the  pound.  The  preparations  for 
this  war  had  already  coft  five  millions.  The  feflion 
was  clofed  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April,  when 
the  King  took  his  leave  of  this  Parliament,  with 
warm  exprcflions  of  reiidernefs  and  fatisfadtion. 
Henry  Bromley,  Stephen  Fox,  and  John  Howe, 
three  members  of  the  Lower  Houfe,  who  had  fig- 
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nalized  thcmfelvcs  in  defence  of  the  Minifter,  were  CHAP, 
now   ennobled,  and  created   Barons  of  Montford,  ^  ^\^ 
Ilchefter,    and   Chedwonh.     A  camp   was  formed     174^ 
near  Col chefter:  and  the  King  having  appointed  a 
r^ency,  fct  out  in  May  for  his  German  dominions.* 

♦  Sir  William  Wyndham  died  the  preceding  year,  deeply  rented 
as  an  orator,  a  patriot,  and  a  man,  the  consunt  asserter  of  British  li« 
berty,  and  one  of  the  chief  ornaments  of  the  English  nation.  la  the 
course  of  the  same  year,  Oeneral  Oglethorpe,  Governor  of  Georgia^ 
had,  ^th  some  succours  obtained  from  the  colony  of  Georeta,  and 
a  small  squadron  of  King*s  ships,  mfuie  an  attempt  upon  Fort  Au* 
gusiine,  the  capital  of  Spanish  jFlorida ;  and  actually  reduced  some 
sm:dl  forts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place;  but  the  Carolinians 
withdrawing  in  disgust,  dissensions  prevailing  among  the  sea-officer^ 
the  hurricane  months  approaching,  and  the  enemy  having  received  a 
supply  and  reinforcement^  ^e  abahd9ned  the  enterpnsc,  aod  jetttxne4 
to  Georgia. 
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^  I,  The  army  under  Lord  Caihcari  and  Sir  Chahner 

Ogle  proceeds  to  the  Weji- Indies.     ^11.  Nature  of 

the  climate  on  the  Spanifh  main.     ^  III.  jiJniiral 

Vernon  fads  to  Carthagena.     %  IV.  Attack  of  Fori 

Lazar.     ^  V.  Expedition  to  Cuba.     ^  VI.  Rupture 

between  the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  the  Kingof  Pruf 

fia.    ^Vn.  Battle  of  Mfj/witz.    ^VULTAe  Ktn^ 

of  Qreat'Britain  concludes  a  treaty  of  neutrality  with 

France  for  the  electorate  of  Hanover.    \  IX.  A  body 

of  trench  forces  join  the  Eleilor  of  Bavaria.     §  X. 

He  is  crowned  King  of  Bohemia  at  Prague.    §  XI. 

Fidelity  of  the  Hungarians.     §  XII.   H'ar  between 

Ituffia  and  Sweden ^     ^  XIII.  Revolution  in  Rufjla. 

§  XIV.  The  Spanifh  and  French  fquadrons  pafs  tin* 

molefiedhy  the  Englijh  Admiral  in  the  Mediterranean. 

§  XV.    InadliVity   of  the  naval  power  of  Great-- 

Britain.      ^   XVI.    ObfHnate  flruggle  in  ele^ing 

members   in  the  New   Parliament.     ^  XVII.  Re^ 

markahle  motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Lord 

Noel  Somerftt.     ^  XVIII.    The  country  party  ob^ 

tain  a  majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,     ^  XIX, 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  created  Earl  of  Orford.    §  XX. 

Change  in  the  mmijiry,     ^  XXI.  Enquiry  into  the 

adminiftration  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole.    §  XXII.  Ob^ 

Jlru6fed  by  the  new  miniflry^     ^  XXIII.  Reports 

of  thefecret  committee.     §  aXIV.  The  Elector  of 

Bavaria  chofen  Emperor.     ^  XXV.  The  King  of 

Pruffta  gains  the  battle  at   Czaflaw.     Treaty  at 

Brefaw.     §  XXVI.  The  French  troops  retire  un^ 

der  the  cannon  of  Prague.     A  frefh  bodyfent  with 

the   Marefchal  de  Mallebois  to  bring  them  off. — 

^  XXVII.  Extraordinary  retreat  of  M.  de  BeU 

leifle.  ^  XXVIII.  The  King  of  Great-Britain  jorms 

an  army  in  Flanders.     §  XXIX.  Progrefs  of  the 

war  between  RuJJia  and  Sweden.     §  XXX.  The 
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JEW  0/  Sardinkk  declares  fi>r  the  Houfe  of  Auftria. 
%  ^£XJ:  MoHoHS  of  the  Spaniards  in,  hafy  and 
Savoji.  ^  XXXII.  ConduS  of  Admiral  Malihews 
in  ihfi  Mediltrrcmean.  ^  XXXUL  Operations  in 
the  /fyi'Indies.  ^  XXXIV.  The  ai4ention  of  the 
mmifiry  turned  chiefly  on  the  ajffuirs  of  the  Continent. 
^  XXXV.  Exinaordinaryi  motion  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  by  Earl  Stanhope.  ^  XXXYI.  ITann  and 
g^inate  debate  on  the  repeal  of  the  Gin^a£l. 
^  XXXVII.  BiU  for  qwetmg  Corporations. 
4  XXXVIII.  Convention  between  the  Emperor  and 
ike  Queen  of  Hungary.  ^  XXXIX.  Difference 
between  the  King  of  Prtiffia  and  the  Eledor  of  Ha^ 
nover.  §  XL.  The  King  of  Great- Britain  obtains 
0  viSoty  over  the  French  at  Deuingen.  ^  XLI. 
Treaty  of  Worms.  ^  XLII.  Conclufiori  of  the  cam- 
paign. ^  XUII.  Affairs  m  thfi  North.  ^  XLIV. 
Battle  of  Campo- Santo.  ^  XLV.  Tranfaeiions  0/ 
the  Britijk  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean.  ^  XLVI. 
Un/ttccefsfid  attempts  upon  the  Spanijh  fettkments  in 
the  Wifi^Indies.         ' 

\\.  TTHE    Britlih   armament  had  by  this  time  cHAP. 

proceeded  to  a6\ion  in  the  Weft-Indies.  V^^- 
Sir  Ch^oner  Ogle,  who  failed  from  Spithcad,  h^d  ^^4!; 
been  overtaken  by  a  tempeft  in  the  bay  of  Bifcay, 
by  which  the  flpet  cooiifting  of  about  one  hundred 
and  fcventy  fail,  were  fcattered  and  difperfed.  Ne- 
?crthekfs,  he  profecutcd  his  voyage,  and  anchored 
with  a  view  to  provide  wood  and  water,  in  the  neu- 
tral iflaad  of  Dominica,  were  the  intended  expedi- 
tion fuftained  a  terrible  (hock  in  the  death  of  the 
pliant  Lord  Cathcart,  who  was  carried  off  by  a 
dyfeqtery.  The  lofs  of  this  nobleman  was  the  more 
fevercly  felt,  as  the  command  of  the  land-forces  de- 
volved upon  General  Wentworth,  an  officer  without 
experijence,  authority,  and  refolution.  As  the  fleet 
failed  along  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  in  its  way  to 
Jaa>aic4»  four  large  ihips  of  war  were  difcovered; 
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BOQ^K  and  Sir  Qialoner  detached  an  equal  number  of  hU 
.  ^^-  ^  fquadson  to  give  them  chafe,  while  he  himfelf  pro- 
i^?4^  ceeded  on  his  voyage.  As  thofe  ftrange  fhips  re- 
fufed  to  bring  to,  Lord  Auguftus  Fitzroy,  the  Com- 
modore of  the  four  Britifh  (hips,  faluted  one  of  them 
with  a  broadfide,  and  a  fmart  engagement  enfued. 
After  they  had  fought  during  the  beft  part  of  the 
night,  the  enemy  hoifted  their  colours  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  appeared  to  be  part  of  the  French  fqua- 
dron,  which  had  failed  from  Europe,  under  the 
command  of  the  Marquis  d'Antin,  with  orders  to 
affift  the  Spanifh  Admiral,  De  Torres,  in  attacking 
and  diftrefling  the  Englifh  fhips  and  colonies.  War 
was  not  yet  declared  between  France  and  England ; 
therefore  hoftilities  ceafed  :  the  Englilh  and  French 
Commanders  complimented  each  other;  excufed 
themfelves  mutually,  for  the  miftake  whidh  had  hap- 
pened ;  and  parted  as  friends,  wi^h  a  confiderable 
iofs  of  men  on  both  fides. 

§  II.  In  the  mean  time  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  arrived 
at  Jamaica,  where  he  joineS  Vice-Admiral  Vernon, 
who  now  found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  moll  for- 
midable fleet  and  army  that  ever  vifited  thofe  fea% 
with  full  power  to  a6t  at  difcretion.  The  conjoined 
fqua.drons  confifted  of  nine-and-twenty  fhips  of  the 
line,  with  almoft  an  equal  number  of  frigates,  firc- 
fliips,  and  bomb-ketches,  well  manned,  and  plenti- 
fully fuppljed  with  all  kinds  of  provifions,  flores,  and 
neccflanes.  The  number  of  feamen  amounted  to 
fifteen  thaufan#;  that  of  the  land-forces,  including 
the  American  regiment  of  four  battalions,  and  a 
body  of  negroes  inlifled  at  Jamaica,  did  not  fall 
fhort  of  twelve  thoufend.  Had  this  armament  been 
ready  to  a<5l  \a  the  proper  feafon  of  the  year,  under 
the  condu6l  of  wife,  experienced  officer^,  united  in 
councils,  and  fteadily  attached  to  the  interefl  and 
honour  of  their  country,  the  Havannah,  and 
whole  ifland  of  Cuba,  might  have  been  eafily  re- 
duced:  the  whole  treafure  of  t.j;ie  Spanifh  Wefl»r 

Xndie& 


Digitized 


by  Google 


GEORGE  11.  5^ 

Indies  would   have  been   intercepted  ;    and   Spaii^  CHAP, 
rauft-  have  been  humbled  into  the  moft  abjeft  fub-  ^7^^' 
miflion.       But   feveral   unfavourable   circumftances     i^^ 
concurred   to   frutirate   the  hopes  of   the  publick. 
The  miniftry  had  detained   Sir   Chaloner  Ogle  at 
Spithead  without  any  vifible  caufe,  until  the  feafon 
for  adlion  was  almoft  exhaufted :   for  on  the  conti- 
nent of  new  Spain,  the  periodical  rains  begin  about 
the  end  of  April ;  and  this  change  jn  the  atmofphere 
is  always  attended  with  epidemical  diftempers  which 
render  the  cHmate   extremely  unhealthy:    befides, 
the  rain  is  fo  exceflive,   that  for  the  fpace  of  two 
months  no  army  can  keep  the  field. 

^  III.  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  arrived  at  Jamaica  on 
the  ninth  day  of  January ;  and  Admiral  Vernon  did 
not  fail  on  his  intended  expedition  rill  towards  the 
end  of  the  month.     Inftead  of  directing  his  courfe 
to  the  Havannah,   which  lay  to  leeward,   and  might 
have  been  reached  in  lefs  than  three  days,   he  rcr 
folved  to  beat  up  againft  the  wind  to  Hifpaniola,  in 
order  to  obferve  the  motion  pf  the  French  fquadron^ 
commanded  by  the  Marquis  d'Anrin.     The  fifteenth 
day  of  February  had  clapfed  before  he  received  cer- 
tain informarion  that  the  French  Admiral  had  failed 
for  Europe,  in  great  diftrefs,  for  want  of  men  and 
provifions,  which  he  could  not  procure  in  the  Weft- 
Indies.     Admiral  Vernon,   thus  difappointed,  called 
a  council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  determined  to  pro- 
ceed for  Garthagena.     The  fleet  being  fupplied  with 
wood  and  water  at  Hifpaniola,  fet  fail  for  the  conti- 
nent of  New  Spain,  and  on  the  fourth  of  March 
anchored  in  Playa  Grande,  to  the  windward  of  Gar- 
thagena.    Admiral  de  Torres  had  already  failed  to 
the  Havannah  :  but  Garthagena  was  ftrongly  forti- 
fied, and  the  garrifon  reinforced  by  the  crews  of  a 
fmall  fquadron  of  large  (hips,   commanded  by  Don 
Bias  de  Lefo,  an  officer  of  experience  and  reputation. 
Here  the  Englifh  Admiral  lay  ina61ive  till  the  ninth, 
when  the  troops  were  landed  on  the  ifland  of  Tierra 
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Bomba,  near  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  known  bjr 
the  name  of  Boca-chica  or  Little-mouth,  which  was 
1^477  furprizingly  fortified  with  callles,  batteries,  booms^ 
chains,  cables,  and  fhips  of  war.  The  Britifb  forces 
crciSed  a  battery  on  fhore,  with  which  they  made  a 
breach  in  the  principal  fori,  while  the  Admiral  fcn^ 
in  a  number  of  fhips  to  divide  the  fire  of  the  cneroy, 
and  co-operate  with  the  endeavours  of  the  army. 
Lord  Aubrey  Beauclerc,  a  pliant  officer,  who  com^ 
manded  one  of  thefe  Ihips,  was  flain  on  this  occa* 
fion.  The  breach  being  deemed  pratfticable^  the 
forces  advanced  to  the  attack  :  but  the  forts  ami 
batteries  were  abandoned :  the  Spanifti  ftips  that 
lay  athwart  the  harbour's  mouth  were  deftroyed  or 
taken :  the  paflage  was  opened,  and  the  fleet  emere4 
without  farther  oppofition.  Then  the  forces  wcr^ 
reimbarked  with  the  artillery,,  and  landed  within  ^ 
mile  of  Carthagena,  where  they  were  oppofed  by 
about  fevcn  hundred  Spaniards,  whom  they  obliged 
to  retire.  The  Admiral  and  General  bad  contracts 
cd  a  hearty  contempt  for  each  other,  and  took  aH 
opportunities  of  exprefling  their  mutual  diflike  :  far 
from  acting  vigoroufly  in  concert,  for  the  advantage 
of  the  community,  they  maintained  a,  mutual  referve, 
and  feparate  cabals :  and  each  proved  more  eager  for 
the  dilgrace  of  his  rival,  than  zealous  for  the  honour 
of  the  nation. 

§  IV,  The  General  complained  that  the  fleet  lay 
idle  while  his  troops  were  harafled  and  diminifhed 
by  hard  duty  and  diflemper.  The  Admiral  affirmed, 
that  his  (hips  could  not  lie  near  enough  to  batter 
the  town  of  Carthagena :  he  upbraided  the  Genera) 
\vith  inactivity  and  want  of  relblution  to  attack  th^ 
fort  of  St.  Lazar  which  commanded  the  town,  and 
might  be  taken  by  fcalade.  Wcntworth,  flimulated 
py  thefe  reproaches,  refolved  to  try  the  experiment. 
iHis  forces  marched  up  to  the  attack  :  but  the  guides 
being  flain,  they  millook  their  route,  and  advanced 
'f 0  ttie  flrongeft  part  of  the  fortitication,  where  they 
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Wfre  moreover  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  town.  Co-  C  HAP; 
lonel  Grant,  who  commanded  the  grenadiers,  was  ^  J^^- 
mortally  wounded  :  the  fcaling-laddere  were  found  itJTT 
too  fhort:  the  officers  were  perplexed  for  want  of 
orders  and  diredliom :  yiet  the  foMiers  fuilaioed  a 
fevcrc  fire  tor  feveral  hours  with  furprifing  intrepi- 
dity, and  at  length  retreated,  leaving  about  fix  hun-» 
dred  killed  or  wounded  on  the  fpot.  Their  num-» 
bcr  was  now  fo  much  reduced,  that  they  could  no 
longer  maintain  their  foodng  on  fhore :  befides^ 
the  rainy  feafon  had  begun  with  fuch  violence,  aa 
rendered  it  impoffible  for  them  to  live  in  camp* 
They,  were,  therefore,  reimbarked :  and  all  hope 
of  further  fuccefs  immediately  ranilhed.  The  Ad* 
miral,  however,  in  order  to  demonftrate  the  imprac- 
ticability of  taking  the  place  by  fea,  fent  in  the  Gal-p 
iicia,  one  of  the  Spanifti  (hips  which  had  been  taken 
at  Boca-chica,  to  cannonade  the  town,  with  fixtcen 
g>ms  mounted  on  one  fide,  like  a  floating  battery* 
This  veiTel,  manned  by  detachments  of  volunteers 
from  different  (hips  and  commanded  by  Captain 
Hore,  was  warped  into  the  inner  harbour,  and 
moored  before  day,  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from 
the  walls,  in  very  fhallow  water.  In  this  pofition 
ihe  flood  the  fire  of  feveral  batteries  for  fome  houra^ 
without  doing  or  fuflaining  much  damage  :  then  the 
Admiral  ordered  the  men  to  be  brought  off  in  boats, 
and  the  cables  to  be  cut ;  fo  that  (he  drove  with  the 
fca-breeze  upon  a  (hoal,  where  fhe  was  foon  filled 
with  water.  This  exploit  was  abfurd,  and  the  in-r 
ference  which  the  Admiral  drew  from  it  altogether 
fallacious.  He  faid  it  painly  proved,  that  thers 
was  not  depth  of  water  in  the  inner  harbour,  fuffi- 
cient  to  admit  large  fhips  near  enough  to  batter 
the  town  with  any  profpedl  of  fuccefs.  This,  in^ 
deed,  was  the  cafe  in  that  part  of  the  harbour  to 
which  the  Gallicia  was  conducted  :  but  a  litde  far^ 
ther  to  the  left,  he  might  have  fiationed  four  or  five 
«f  his  largeft  fhips  a-breaft,  within  piftol-fhot  of  the 
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BO  O  K  walls ;  and  if  this  Aep  had  been  taken,  when  the 
^^'^  land-forces  marched  to  the  attack  of  St.  Lazar,   in 

^74i7  ^1   probability  the  town  would  have  been  furreo- 
dered. 

§  V.  After  the  reimbarkation  of  the  troops,  the 
diilempers  peculiar  to  the  climate  and  feafon  began 
to  rage  with  redoubled^ fury ;  and  great  numbers  of 
tbofe  who^fcaped  the  vengeance  of  the  enemy  pe- 
riihed  by  a  more  painful  and  inglorious  fate.  No- 
thing was  heard  but  complaints  and  execrations : 
the  groans  of  the  dying,  and  the  fervicc  lor  the 
d^  :  nothing  was  feen  but  objects  of  woe,  and 
images  of  deje<Slion.  The  conduct ors  of  this  un- 
fortunate expedition  agreed  in  nothing  but  the  ex- 
pediency pf  afpcedy  retreat  from  this  fcene  of  mifery 
and  difgrace.  The  fortifications  of  the  harbour  were 
demolished,  and  the  fleet  returned  to  Jamaica.— - 
The  mifcarriage  of  this  expedition,  which  had  coft 
the  nation  an  immenfe  fum  of  money,  was  no  fooner 
known  iji  England,  than  the  kingdom  was  filled 
with  murmurs  and  difcontent,  and  the  people  were 
d^refled  in  proportion  to  that  fanguine  hope  hj 
which  they  had  been  elevated.  Admiral  Vernon, 
inilead  of  undertaking  any  enterpri^  which  might 
have  retrieved  the  honour  of  the  Britifh  arms,  fet 
fail  ^ona  Jamaica  with  the  forces  in  July,  and  an^ 
cfaored  at  the  fouth-^aft  part  of  Cuba,  in  a  bay,  on 
which  he  beftowed  the  appellation  of  Cumberland 
Harbour.  The  troops  were  landed,  and  encamped 
at  the  diftance  of  twenty  miles  further  up  the  river, 
where  they  remained  totally  inadive,  and  fubiifted 
chiefly  on  fait  and  damaged  provifions,  till  the 
month  of  November,  when,  being  coniiderably 
diminifbed  by  (icknefs,  they  were  put  on  board 
again,  and  re-conveyed  to  Jamaica.  He  was  after- 
wards reinforced  from  England  by  four  fhips  of  war, 
and  about  three  thoufand  foldiers :  but  he  performed 
nothing  worthy  of  the  reputation  he  had  acquired ; 

and 


Digitized 


by  Google 


\ 


CJEdRGE   If.  6t 

arid  the  people  began  to  perceive  th^t  they  had  m\{^  CU  aP. 
token  his  chara6ier.  w^il> 

^  VI.  The  affairs  on  the  contiricnt  of  Europe  174^ 
were  now  more  than  ever  embroiled.  The  King  of 
Pruffia  had  demanded  of  the  Court  of  Vienna  part  of 
Silcfia,  by  virtue  of  old  treaties  of  co-fraternityi 
which  were  either  ohfolete  or  annulled :  and  pro- 
mifed  to  affift  the  Queen  with  all  his  forces,  in  cafe 
flie  fhould  comply  with  his  demand  :  but  this  being 
rcje6ted  with  difdain,  he  entered  Sileiia  at  the  head 
of  an  army,  and  profecuted  his  conquefts  with  great 
rapidity.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary was  crowned  at  Prefburgh,  after  having  Itgned 
a  capitulation,  by  which  the  liberties  of  that  king- 
dom were  confirmed  ;  and  the  Grand  Duke  her  con- 
fort  was,  at  her  requeft,  aflbciated  with  her  for  ten 
years  in  the  government.  At  the  fame  time  the 
States  of  Hungary  refufed  to  receive  a  memorial 
from  the  Ele6tor  of  Bavaria.  During  thefe  tranf- 
adiions,  his  Pruffian  Majefty  made  his  publick  en- 
trance into  Breflau,  and  confirmed  all  the  privi' 
leges  of  the  inhabitants.  One  of  his  Generals  fur- 
prized  the  town  and  fortrefs  of  Jablunka,  on  the 
confines  of  Hungary:  Prince  Leopold  of  Anhalt- 
Deflau,  who  commanded  another  army,  which 
formed  the  blockade  of  Great  Glogau  on  the  Oder^ 
took  the  place  by  fcalade,  made  the  Generals  Wal- 
lis  and  Reyfki  prifoners,  with  a  thoufand  men  that 
were  in  garrifon:  here,  likewife,  the  vidlor  found 
the  military  cheft,  fifty  pieces  of  brafs  cannon,  and 
a  great  quantity  of  suntnunition. 

^  VI I.  The  Queen  of  Hungary  had  folicited 
the  maritime  powers  for  affiftance,  but  found  them 
fearful  and  bakward.  Being  obliged,  therefore,  to 
exert  herfelf  with  the  more  vigour,  (he  ordered 
Count  Neuperg  to  aflfcmble  a  body  of  forces,  and 
endeavour  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the  Pruffians  in 
Silefia.  The  t\Vo  armies  encountered  each  other  id 
the  neighbourhood  of  Neifs^  at  a  village  called  Mol- 
a  witz. 
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BOOK  tvtte^  and,  after  /in  obfikiate  dkpute,  the  Anftriium 
n*      were  obliged  to  retire,  with  the  lofs  of  four  thoofiuid 

^yH^  Hten  killal,  wouaded,  or  taken.  The  advanti^ 
was  dearly  purchafed  fey  the  King  of  Pruflia.  Hi» 
kinfman,  Frederick,  Maiigravc  of  JBrandenborgb, 
and  LieuteBant-General  Schuylemberg,  were  killed 
in  the  engagement,  together  with  a  great  nomber 
of  general  xrHicers,  and  about  two  thoi|fand  foldiers. 
After  this  a6lion,  firieg  was  furrendered  to  the  Pruf- 
fian,  and  he  forced  the  important  pafs  of  FryewaWe, 
which  was  defended  by  four  thouland  Auftrian  buf- 
lars.  The  Englifli  and  Dutch  minifters,  ^who  ac- 
companied him  in  his  progtefs,  fpared  no  pains  to 
etkA  dBOL  accommodation  :  but  the  two  Sovereigna 
Were  too  much  irritated  againil  each  other  to  ac- 
quiefe  in  any  terms  that  could  be  propofed.  The 
Queen  of  Hungary  was  incenfed  to  find  herfetf  at- 
tacked, in  the  day  of  her  diftrefs,  by  a  Prince  to 
whom  fhe  had  gi\«i  no  fort  of  provocation ;  and  his 
Ruffian  Majefty  charged  the  Court  of  Vienna  with  « 
defign  cither  to  aflaffinate,  or  carry  him  off  by  trea- 
chery :  a  defign  which  was  difowned  with  exprefiiona 
of  indignation  and  difdain.  Count  Neujjerg  being 
obliged  to  abandon  Silefia,  in  order  to  eppofe  the 
Bavarian  arms  in  Bohemia,  the  King  of  PmfliA 
fcnt  thither  a  detachment  to  join  the  Ele(9:or,  under 
the  command  of  Count  .Deflau,  who,  in  his  route, 
reduced  Glatx  and  Neifs,  aimed  without  oppoii- 
lion :  then  his  mafler  received  the  homage  of  the 
Silclian  States  at  Breflaw,  and  returned  to  Bciiin. 
In  December,  the  Pruffian  army  was  diftributcd  in 
winter-quarters  in  Moravia,  after  having  taken  OI- 
tnutz,  the  capital  of  that  Province;  and  in  March 
ins  Prufiian  Majefty  formed  a  camp  of  obfervation 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Magdeburgh. 

^  VI IL  The  Eledlor  of  Hanover  was  alarmed  ^ 
the  fiiccefs  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  in  apprehenfioa 
that  he  would  become  too  formidable  a  neighbour, 
-A  (cbeme  was  (aid  to  have  been  pmpofed  to  the 
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Oadrtof  Vicimft,  for  attacking  that  Princt's  ekiSlor-  CH  AIL 
nl  clomimeBs,  aad  dividing  the  conqueft:  but  it  ^*'- 
nevcr  was  put  in  execution.  Nevertbclefs,  the  troops  1^4%^ 
of  Hanover  were  augdfiented:  the  auxiliary  Danes 
and  Heffians  in  the  pay  of  Great- Britain  were  oT'^ 
dered  to  be  in  readiaefs  to  march;  and  a  good  num* 
ber  of  Britifh  forces  encamped  and  prepared  for 
embarkaitiiMi,  The  fubiidy  of  three  hundred  thou« 
iknd  pounds,  granted  by  Parliament,  was  remitted 
to  the  Queen  of  Hungary ;  and  every  thing  feemed 
to  pre£^e  the  vigorous  interpofition  of  his  Britan^ 
mck  Majefty*  J^t  in  a  littk  time  after  his  arrival 
at  Hanover,  that  fpirit  of  a6tion  feemed  to  flag  even 
wMe  her  Hungarian  M^efty  tottered  on  the  ver;gc 
Gff  ruin.  Francie  tefolved  to  feize  this  opp€)rtunity 
dr  cnifliing  the  Houfe  of  Atiflria-  In  order  to  inri-  ^ 
midke  the  Elector  of  Hanover,  Marefcbal  Malle**  " 
bots  was  fent  with  a  numerous  army  into  Weftpha^ 
lia;  and  this  eitpedient  proved  eifediual.  A  treaty 
of  neUlrality  was  concluded:  and  the  King  of  Greats 
Britain  engi^ed  to  vote  for  the  ElecStor  of  Bavaria 
at  the  cnfuiog  eledlion  of  an  Emperor.  The  deiign 
of  the  French  Court  was  to  raife  this  Prince  to  the 
lo^rial  dignity,  and  furnilh  him  with  fuch  fuc- 
Cours  as  ihould  enable  him  to  deprive  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  of  her  hereditary  dominions* 

i^  IX.  While  the  French  minifter  at  Vienna  en- 
deavoured to  amufe  the  Queen  with  the  ftrongeft 
affurances  of  his  Maftef  s  friend fhip,  a  body  of  five* 
and'fhirty  thouf^nd  men  began  their  march  for  Ger« 
many,  in  order  to  join  the  Eledlor  of  Bavaria:  an- 
other French  army  was  aflembled  upon  the  Rhine  ; 
and  the  Count  de  Belleifle  being  provided  with  large 
fuma  of  money,  was  fent  to  negociate  with  different 
Electors.  Having  thu^fecurcd  a  majority  of  voices, 
bt  proceeded  to  Munich,  where  he  prefented  the 
Ekdor  of  Bavaria  with  a  c^mmiffion,  appointing 
him  6enerali£imo  of  the  French  troops  marching  ta 
hh  afiifiance :  and  now  the  treaty  of  Nympbenburgh 
7  *  was 
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BOOK^as  concluded.  The  French  King  engaged  to 
^  ^^'  J  aflift  the  Ele<5tor  with  his  whole  power,  towards 
^^4^  railing  him  to  the  Imperial  throne  :  the  Elector  pro- 
mifed,  that  after  his  elevation  he  would  never  at- 
tempt to  recover  any  of  the  towns  or  provinces  of 
the  Empire  which  France  had  conquered :  that  he 
Would  in  his  Imperial  capacity,  renounce  the  bar- 
rier-treaty ;  and  agree  that  France  fhould  irrevoca- 
bly retain  whatever  places  fhe  fhould  fubdue  in  the 
Auftrian  Netherlands.  The  next  ftep  of  Belleiflc 
was  to  negociate  another  treaty  between  France  and 
Pruflia,  irhporting,  That  the  Ek6Vor  of  Bavaria 
ihould  poflefs  Bohemia,  Uppef  Auftria,  and  the 
Tyrolefe  :  That  the  King  of  Poland  Ihould  be  gra- 
tified with  Moravia  and  Upper  Silefia  ;  and  that  his 
Pruffian  Majefty  fhould  retain  Lower  Silefia,  with 
the  town  of  Neifs  and  the  county  of  Glatz.  Thefc 
precautions  being  taken,  the  Count  de  BelleWle  re- 
paired to  Franckfort,  in  quality  of  Ambaflador  and 
Plenipotentiary  from  France,  at  the  Imperial  diet  of 
dec^lion.  It  was  in  this  city  that  the  French  King 
publifhed  a  declaration,  fignifying,  that  as  the  King 
of  Great-Britain  had  aflcmbled  an  army  to  influence 
the  approaching  ele6lion  of  an  Emperor,  his  Mod 
Chriftian  Majcfty,  as  guarantee  of  the  treaty  of 
Weftphalia,  had  ordered  fome  troops  to  advance 
towards  the  Rhine,  with  a  view  to  maintain  the 
tranquillity  of  the  Germanick  body,  and  fecure  the 
freedom  of  the  Imperial  eledtion. 

§  X,  In  July,  the  Ele<ftor  of  Bavaria  being 
joined  by  the  French  forces  under  Marefchal  Broglio, 
furprized  the  Imperial  city  of  Paflau,  upon  the  Da- 
nube :  and  entering  Upper-Auftria,  at  the  head  of 
feventy  thoufand  men,  took  pofleffion  of  Lintz, 
where  he  received  the  homage  of  the  States  of  that 
country.  Underflanding  that  the  garrifon  of  Vienna 
was  very  numerous,  and  that  Count  Palfi  bad  af- 
fembled  thirty  thoufand  Hungarians  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  this  capital,  he  uiadc  no  farther  pro* 
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grefs  in  Auftria,  but  marched  into  Bohemia,  where  CHAP, 
he  was  reinforced  by  a  confiderable  body  of  Saxons,  ^  ^^^-  j 
under  the  command  of  Count  Rutowlki,  natural  1741. 
fon  to  the  late  King  of  Poland.  By  this  time  his 
Polifli  Majefty  had  acceded  to  the  treaty  of  Nym- 
phenbourg,  and  declared  war  againft  the  Queen  of 
liungary,  on  the  moft  frivolous  pretences.  The 
Elector  of  Bavaria  advanced  to  Prague,  which  was 
taken  in  the  night  by  fcalade:  an  atchievement  in 
which  Maurice  Count  of  Saxe,  another  natural  fon 
of  the  King  of  Poland,  diftinguifhed  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  French  forces.  In  December  the  Elec- 
tor of  Bavaria  made  his  publick  entry  into  his  capi- 
tal, where  he  was  proclaimed  King  of  Bohemia,  and 
inaugurated  with  the  ufual  folemnities ;  then  he  fet 
out  for  Franckfort,  to  be  prefent  at  the  diet  of 
election. 

^  XI.  At  this  period  the  Queen  of  Hungary  faw 
hertclf  abandoned  by  all  her  allies,  and  feemingly 
devoted  to  deftru6tion.  She  was  not,  however,  for- 
lakcn  by  her  courage;  nor  deftitute  of  good  officers, 
and  an  able  miniftry.  She  retired  to  Prefburgh,  and 
m  a  pathetick  Latin  fpeech  to  the  States,  exprefled 
her  confidence  in  the  loyalty  and  valour  of  her  Hun- 
garian fubjedls.  The  nobility  of  that  kingdom, 
touched  with  her  prefence  and  diftrefs,  afllired  her, 
unanimoufly,  that  they  would  facrifice  their  lives 
and  fortunes  in  her  defence.  The  ban  being  raifed, 
that  brave  people  crowded  to  her  ftandard  ;  and  the 
diet  exprefled  their  fentiments  againft  her  enemy  by 
a  publick  edi6l,  excluding  for  ever  the  ele6loral 
Houfe  of  Bavaria  from  the  fucceflion  to  the  Cix)wn 
of  Hungary:  yet,  without  the  fubfidy  (he  received 
firom  Great- Britain,  their  courage  and  attachment 
would  have  proved  inefFedlual.  By  this  fupply  fhe 
Wis  enabled  to  pay  her  army,  ere<H  magazines, 
complete  her  warlike  preparations,  and  put  her  ftrong 
places  in  a  pofture  of  defence.  In  December,  her 
Generals,  Bcrenclau  and  Mcntzel,   defeated  Count 
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BOOKThoring,  who  commanded  eight  thoufand  men,  at 
s^^y^  the  pafs  of  Scardingen,  and  opening  their  way  into 
^^4^  Bavaria,  laid  the  whole  country  under  contribution  ; 
while  Count  KhevenhuUer  retook  the  city  of  Lintz, 
and  drove  the  French  troops  out  of  Auliria.  The 
Grand  Signor  aflured  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  that 
far  from  taking  advantage  ot  her  troubles,  he  fhould 
feize  all  opportunities  to  convince  her  of  his  friend- 
fhip ;  the  Pope  permitted  her  to  levy  a  tenth  on  the 
revenues  of  the  clergy  within  her  dominions ;  and 
even  to  ufc  all  the  church-plate  for  the  fupport  of 
the  war, 

§  XII.  As  the  Czarina  exprefled  an  inclination  to 
affill  this  unfortunate  Princefs,  the  French  court 
refolved  to  find  her  employment  in  another  quarter. 
They  had  already  gained  over  to  their  intereft  Count 
Gyllenburghj  Prime-Minifter  and  Prefident  of  the 
Chancery  in  Sweden.  A  difpute  happening  betweea 
him  and 'Mr.  Burnaby,  the  Britifh  refident  at  Stock- 
holm, fome  warm  altercation  pafled :  Mr.  Burnaby 
was  forbid  the  court,  and  publifhed  a  memorial  in 
his  own  vindication ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  King 
of  Sweden  juftified  his  condudV  in  a  refcript  fent  to 
all  the  foreign  minifters.  The  King  of  Great-Bri- 
tain had  propofed  a  fubfidy-treaty  to  Sweden,  which, 
from  the  influence  of  French  councils,  was  rejedled. 
The  Swedes  having  aflembled  a  numerous  army  in 
Finland,  and  equipped  a  large  fquadron  of  (hips, 
declared  war  againft  Ruflia,  upon  the  moft  trifling 
pretences  ;  and  the  fleet  putting  to  fea,  commenced 
hoflilities  by  blocking  up  the  Rufllan  ports  in  Li- 
vonia. A  body  of  eleven  thoufand  Swedes  com- 
manded by  General  Wrangle,  having  advanced  to 
Willmenftrand,  were,  in  Auguft,  attacked  and  de- 
feated by  General  Lafci,  at  the  head  of  thirty  thou-* 
fand  Kuflians.  Count  Lewenhaupt,  who  com- 
manded the  main  army  of  the  Swedes,  refolved  to 
take  vengeance  for  this  difgrace,  after  the  Rufl[ian 
troops  bad  retired  into  winter-quarters.  In  Decem- 
ber 
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bcr  he  marched  towards  Wybourg:  but  receiving  CHAP, 
letters  from   the    Prince    of  Hefle-Hombourg  and  v«Z^il>» 
the  Marquis  de  la  Chetardie,  the  French  Ambaflador     174^^ 
at  Petcrfburgh,  informing  him  of  the  furprifing  re- 
volution  which  had  juft   happened  in  Ruffia,  and 
propofing  a  fufpenfion  of   hoftilities ;    he  retreated 
with  his  army,  in  order  to  wait  for  further  inftruc- 
tions ;  and  the  two  courts  agreed  to  a  ceflation  of 
arras  for  three  months. 

§  XII.  The  Ruffians  had  been  for  fome  time 
difcontented  with  their  government.  The  late 
Czarina,  was  influenced  chiefly  by  German  councils, 
and  employed  a  great  number  of  foreigners  in  her 
fervice.  Thefe  caufes  of  difcontent  produced  fac- 
tions and  confpiracies;  and  when  they  were  difco- 
vered,  the  Emprefs  treated  the  authors  of  them  with 
fuch  feverity  as  increafed  the  general  difafFedlion. 
Befides,  they  were  difpleafed  at  the  manner  in  which 
(he  had  fettled  the  fucceffion.  The  Prince  of  Brunf- 
wick-Lunenburgh  Bevern,  father  to  the  young  Czar, 
was  not  at  all  agreeable  to  the  Ruffian  nobility,  and 
his  confort,  the  Princefs  Anne  of  Mecklenburgh, 
having  aflumed  the  reins  of  government  during  her 
fon's  minority,  feemed  to  follow  the  maxims  of  her 
aunt,  the  late  Czarina.  The  Ruffian  grandees  and 
generals,  therefore,  turned  their  eyes  upon  the  Prin- 
cefs Elizabeth,  who  was  daughter  of  Peter  the 
Great,  and  the  darling  of  the  Empire.  The  French 
Ambaflador  gladly  concurred  in  a  projeA  for  depo- 
fing  a  Princefs  who  was  well  afFedted  to  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria.  General  Lafci  approved  of  the  defign, 
which  was  chiefly  conducted  by  the  Prince  of  Hefle- 
Hombourg,  who,  in  the  reign  of  the  Emprefs  Ca- 
therine and  Peter  n.  had  been  generaliffimo  ofthe 
Ruffian  army.  The  good-will  and  concurrence  of 
the  troops  being  fecured,  two  regiments  of  guards 
took  pofleffion  of  all  the  avenues  of  the  Imperial 
palace  at  Peterfburgh.  The  Princefs  Elizabeth, 
putting  berfelf  at  the  head  of  one  thoufand  men,  on 
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BOOK  the  fifth  day  of  December  entered  the  winter  palace, 
^I-      where  the  Princcfs  of  Mecklenburgh  and  the  infant 

^**774i     Czar  refided.    She  advanced  into  the  chamber  where 
the  Princefs  and  her  confort  lay,  and  defired  them 
to  rife,  and  quit  the  palace,  adding  that  their  perfons 
were  fafe;  and  that  they  could  not  juftly  blame  her 
for    aflerting    her    right.     At  the    fame   time,  the 
Counts  Ofterman,  Golofhairkin,  Mingden,  and  Mu- 
nich, were  arretted ;    their  papers  and  effedls  were 
feized,  and  their  perfons  conveyed  to  Schliflelbourg, 
a  fortrefs  on  the  Neva.     Early  in  the  morning  the 
fenate  alfembling,  declared  all  that  had  pafled  fincc 
the  reign  of  Peter  II.  to  be  ufurpation ;  and  that 
the  Imperial  dignity  belonged  of  right  to  the  Prin- 
cefs  Elizabeth:    fhe  was    immediately   proclaimed 
Emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias,  and  recognized  by  the 
army  in  Finland.    She  forthwith  publiihed  a  general 
vlA  of  indemnity :  fhe  created  the  Prince  of  Heflc- 
Hombourg  generaliflimo  of  her  armies;  (he  reftored 
the  Dolgorucky  family  to  their  honours  and  eflates: 
(he  recalled  and  rewarded  all  thofe  who  had  been 
bani(hcd  for  favouring  her  preten(ions :  (he  mitigated 
the  exile  of  the  Duke  of  Courland,  by  indulging 
him  with  a  maintenance  more  fuitable  to  his  rank: 
(he  releafed  General  Wrangle,    Count  Wa(aburg, 
and  the  other  Swedi(h  o(ficers,  who  had  been  taken 
at  the  battle  of  Willmen(b'and :  and  the  Princefs 
Ann  of  Mecklenburgh,  with  her  confort  and  child- 
ren, were  fent  und^r  a  ftrong  guard  to  Riga,   the 
capital  of  Livonia.    « 

^  XIV.  Amidft  thefe  tempefts  of  war  and  revo- 
lution^ the  States-General  wifely  determined  to  prc- 
ferve  their  own  tranquillity.  It  was,  doubtlefs, 
their  intereft  to  avoid  the  dangers  and  expencc  of  a 
war,  and  to  profit  by  that  (lagnation  of  commerce 
which  would  nece(larily  happen  among  their  neigh- 
bours that  were  at  open  enmity  with  each  other : 
befides,  they  were  over-awed  by  the  declarations  of 
the   French  monarch  on  one  (ide;  by  the  power, 
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a^ivity,  and  pretenfions  of  his  Praffian  Majefty  on  c  H  A  P. 
the  other;  and  they  dreaded  the  profpe^l  of  a  Stadt-  vj^^\^ 
holder  at  the  head  of  their  army.  Thefe  at  lead  i'Xk 
were  the  fentiments  of  many  Dutch  patriots,  rc-n- 
forced  by  others  that  afled  under  French  influence. 
But  the  Prince  of  Orange  numbered  among  his  par- 
tifans  and  adherents  many  perfons  of  dignity  and 
credit  in  the  commonwealth:  he  was  adored  by  the 
populace,  who  loudly  exclaimed  againft  their  go- 
vernors, and  clamoured  for  a  vvar,  without  ceafing. 
This  national  fpirit,  joined  to  the  remonftrances  and 
requifitions  made  by  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Lon- 
don, obliged  tfie  States  to  ifTue  orders  for  an  aug- 
mentation of  their  forces:  but  thefe  were  executed 
fo  flowly,  that  neither  France  nor  Pruffia  had  much 
caufe  to  take  umbrage  at  their  preparations.  In' 
Italy  the  King  of  Sardinia  declared  for  the  Hoyfe  of 
Auftria:  the  republick  of  Genoa  was  deeply  engag- 
ed in  the  French  intereft :  the  Pope,  the  Venetians, 
and  the  Dukedom  of  Tufcany  were  neutral:  the 
King  of  Naples  refolved  to  fupport  the  claim  of  his 
fiimily  to  the  Auftrian  dominions  in  Italy,  and  began 
to  make  preparations  accordingly.  His  mother,  the 
Queen  of  Spain,  had  formed  a  plan  for  eredling 
thefe  dominions  into  a  monarchy  for  her  fecond  fon 
Don  Philip ;  and  a  body  of  fifteen  thoufand  men 
being  embarked  at  Barcelona,  were  tranfported  to 
Orbireljo,  under  the  convoy  of  the  united  fquadrons 
of  France  and  Spain.  While  Admiral  Haddock, 
with  twelve  fliips  of  the  line,  lay  at  anchor  in  the 
bay  of  Gibraltar,  the  Spanilh  fleet  pafled  the  firaits 
in  the  night,  and  was  joined  by  the  French  fqua- 
dron  from  Toulon.  The  Britifh  Admiral  faihng  from 
Gibraltar,  fell  in  with  them  in  a  few  days,  and 
found  both  fquadrons  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle.  As 
he  bore  down  upon  the  Spanifli  fleet,  the  French 
Admiral  fent  a  flag  of  truce,  to  inform  him  that 
as  the  French  and  Spaniards  were  engaged  in  a  joint- 
expedition,  he  (hould  be  obliged  to  ac^  in  concert 
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BOOK   with  his  mafter's  allies.   This  intcrpofition  prevented 

^^ ^^'      an  engagement.     The  combined  fleets  amounting  to 

J741.  double  the  number  of  the  Euglifh  fquadron.  Ad- 
miral Haddock  was  obliged  to  defift ;  and  proceed- 
ed to  Port  Mahon,  leaving  the  enemy  to  profecute 
their  voyage  without  moleftation.  The  people  of 
England  were  incenfed  at  this  tranfadion,  and  did 
not  fcruple  to  affirm,  that  the  hands  of  the  Britifti 
Admiral  v^ere  tied  up  by  the  neutrality  of  Hano- 
ver*. 

§  XV.  The  Court  of  Madrid  feenied  to  have 
fhaken  oflT  that  indolence  and  phlegm  which  had 
formerly  difgraced  the  councils  of  Spain.  They 
no  fooner  learned  the  deftination  of  Commodore 
Anion,  who  had  failed  from  Spithead  in  the  courfe 
of  the  preceding  year,  than  they  fent  Don  Pizzaro, 
with  a  more  powerful  fquadron,  upon  the  fame  voy- 
age, to  defeat  his  defign.  He  accordingly  fleered 
the  fame  courfe,  and  a6lually  fell  in  with  one  or  two 
fhips  of  the  Britifh  armament,  near  the  ftraits  of 
Magellan;  but  he  could  not  weather  a  long  and 
furious  tempeft,  through  which  Mr.  Anfon  pro- 
ceeded into  the  South  Sea.  One  of  the  Spanifli 
fhips  perifhed  at  fea :  another  was  wrecked  on  the 
coaft  of  Brazil:  and  Pizzaro  bore  away  for  the  Rio 
de  la  Plata,  where  he  arrived  with  the  three  remain- 
ing (hips,  in  a  (hattered  condition,  after  having  loft 

•  In  the  month  of  July  two  ships  of  Haddock's  squadron  falUng 
in  wKh  three  French  ships  of  >\-ar.  Captain  Bamet»  the  English 
Commodore,  supposing  them  to  be  Spanish  register  ships,  fired  a  aliot, 
in  order  to  brin^  ihem  to;  and  they  refusing  to  comply  with  thit 
signal,  a  sharp  engagement  ensued ;  after  they  had  fought  several 
hours,  the  French  commander  ceased  firing,  and  thought  proper  to 
come  to  an  explanation,  when  he  and  Bamet  parted  with  mutual 
apolopies. 

In  the  course  of  this  year  a  dangerous  conspiracy  was  discovered 
at  New  York,  in  Nortli  America.  One  Hewson,  a  low  publican, 
had  engaged  fieveral  negroes  in  a  design  lo  destroy  the  town,  and 
massacre  the  people.  Fire  was  set  to  sc\-cral  parts  of  the  city  j  nine 
or  ten  negroes  were  apprehended,  convicted,  and  burned  alive. 
Hewson,  with  his  wife,  and  a  servant-maid  privy  to  the  plot,  were 
found  guilty  and  hanged,  though  they  died  protesting  their  inno- 
cence. 
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twelve  hundred  men  by  ficknefs  and  famine.  The  CHAP. 
Spaniards  exerted  the  fame  vigilance  and  adlivity  in  ^^^\j 
Europe.  Their  privateers  were  fo  induftrious  and  Y74K 
fuccefsful,  that  in  the  beginning  of  this  year  they 
had  taken,  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  four 
hundred  and  feven  fhips  belonging  to  the  fubjedls 
of  Great-Britain,  valued  at  near  four  millions  of 
piaftres.  The  traders  had,  therefore,  too  much 
caufe  to  complain,  confidering  the  formidable  fleets 
which  were  maintained  for  the  protedlion  of  com- 
merce. In  the  courfe  of  the  fummer,  Sir  John 
Norris  had  twice  failed  towards  the  coafl  of  Spain, 
at  the  head  of  a  powerful  fquadron,  without  taking 
any  efFecSual  ftep  for  annoying  the  enemy,  as  if  the 
Ible  intention  of  the  miniftry  had  been  to  expofe  the 
nation  to  the  ridicule  and  contempt  of  i;s  enemies. 
The  inadtivity  of  the  Britifh  arms  appears  the  more 
incxcufable,  when  we  confider  the  great  armaments 
which  had  been  prepared.  The  land-forces  of 
Great-Britain,  exclulive  of  the  Daniih  and  Heffian 
auxiliaries,  amounted  to  fixty  thoufand  men ;  and 
the  fleet  confided  of  above  one  hundred  fhips  of 
war,  manned  by  fifty-four  thoufand  failors. 

§  XVI.  The  general  difcontent  of  the  people  had 
a  manifefl:  influence  upon  the  eledlion  of  members 
for  the  new  Parliament,  which  produced  one  of  the 
mofl:  violent  contefts  between  the  two  parties,  which 
had  happened  fince  the  Revolution.  All  the  ad- 
herents of  the  Prince  of  Wales  concurred  with  the 
country  party,  in  oppofition  to  the  minifter ;  and 
the  Duke  of  Argyle  exerted  himfelf  fo  fuccefsfully 
among  the  Ihires  and  boroughs  of  Scotland,  that  the 
partifans  of  the  miniflry  could  not  fecure  fix  mem- 
bers out  of  the  whole  number  returned  from  North- 
Britain.  They  were,  however,  much  more  fortu- 
nate in  the  election  of  the  fixtcen  Peers,  who  were 
chofen  literally  according  to  the  lift  tranlmitted  from 
court.  Inflirudions  were  delivered  by  the  confti- 
tucnts  to  a  great  number  of.  members  returned  for 
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cities  and  coanties,  exhorting  and  requiring  them  to 
oppofe  a  fianding  army  in  time  oi  peace:  to  vote  for 
*J^Xr^  ^^  mitigation  of  excile  laws,  for  the  repeal  of  fep- 
tennial  Parliaments;  and  for  the  limitation  of  place- 
men in  the  Houfe  of  Gammons.  They,  likcwifc, 
infifted  upon  their  examining  into  the  particulars  of 
the  publick  expence,  and  endeavouring  to  redrcfs 
the  grievances  of  the  nauon.  Obftinate  ftruggles 
were  maintained  in  all  parts  of  the  united  kingdoms 
with  uncommon  ardour  and  perfeverance ;  and  fuch 
a  narional  fpirit  of  oppofirion  prevailed,  that,  not- 
withltanding  the  whole  weight  of  minideri^  in- 
fluence, the  contrary  intereft  feemed  to  preponderate 
in  the  new  Parliament. 

^  XVn.  The  King  returned  to  England  in  the 
month  of  Odober;  and  on  the  firft  day  of  Decem- 
ber the  feflion  was  opened.  Mr.  Onflow  being  re- 
chofen  fpeaker  was  approved  of  by  his  Majefi^y,  who 
fpoke  in  the  ufual  ftilc  to  both  Houfes.  He  obferv- 
od,  that  the  former  Parliament  had  formed  the 
ftrongeft  refolurions  in  fiivour  of  the  Queen  of  Him- 
gary,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  pragmarick  fanc- 
tion;  for  the  prefervation  of  the  balance  of  power, 
and  the  peace  and  liberties  of  Europe;  and  that  if 
the  other  powers  which  were  under  the  like  engage- 
ments with  him  had  anfwered  the  juft  expedtations 
fo  folemnly  given,  the  fupport  of  the  common  caufe 
would  have  been  attended  with  lefs  difficulty.  He 
faid,  he  had  endeavoured,  by  the  moft  proper  and 
early  applications,  to  induce  other  powers  that  were 
united  with  him  by  the  ries  of  common  intereft  to 
concert  fuch  mealiires  as  fo  important  and  critical 
a  conjunctiure  required:  that  where  an  accommo- 
dation feemed  neccflary,  he  had  laboured  to  recon- 
cile Princes  whofe  union  would  have  been  the  moft 
effeilual  means  to  prevent  the  mifchiefs  which  had 
happened,  and  the  beft  fecurity  for  the  intereft  and 
fafery  of  the  whole.  He  owned  his  endeavours  had 
not  hitbeno  produced  the  defired  effect :  though  he 
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was  not  without  hope,  that  a  juft  fenfc  of  approach-  CHAP, 
ing  danger  would  give  a  more  favourable  turn  to  the  ^  ^^y  , 
councils  of  other  nations.  He  reprefented  the  ne-  1741. 
ceffity  of  putting  the  kingdom  in  fuch  a  pofture  of 
defence  as  would  enable  him  to  improve  all  oppor- 
tunities of  maintaining  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and 
defeat  any  attempts  that  (hould  be  made  againft  him 
and  his  dominions;  and  he  recommended  unani- 
mity, vigour,  and  difp;itch.  The  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons having  appointed  their  feveral  committees,  the 
Speaker  reported  the  King's  fpeech ;  and  Mr. 
Herbert  moved  for  an  addrefs  of  thanks^  including 
an  approbation  of  the  means  by  which  the  war  had 
been  profccuted.  The  motion  being  feconded  by 
Mn  Trevor,  Lord  Noel  Somerfet  flood  up  and 
moved,  that  the  Houfe  would  in  their  addrefs  de- 
fire  his  Majeily  not  to  engage  thefe  kingdoms  in  a 
war  for  the  preferVation  of  his  foreign  dominions. 
He  was  fupported  by  that  incorruptible  patriot, 
Mr.  Shippen,  who  declared  he  was  neither  afhamed 
nor  afraid  to  affirm,  that  thirty  years  had  made  no 
change  in  any  of  his  political  opinions.  He  faid  he 
was  grown  old  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons;  that  time 
had  verified  the  predictions  he  had  formerly  uttered  ; 
and  that  he  had  feen  his  conje6lures  ripened  into 
knowledge.  "  If  my  country  (added  he)  has  been 
"  fo  unfortunate  as  once  more  to  commit  her  inte- 
•*  reft  to  men  who  propofe  to  themfelves  no  advan- 
"  tage  from  their  truft  but  that  of  feUing  ir,  I  may, 
"  perhaps,  fall  once  more  under  cenfure  for  de- 
"  daring  my  opinion,  and  be  once  more  treated  as 
*^  a  criminal,  for  ailerting  what  they  who  punifh  me 
**  cannot  deny ;  for  maintaining  that  Hanoverian 
"  maxims  are  inconfiftent  with  the  happinefs  of  this 
"  nation  ;  and  for  prefcrving  the  caution  fo  ftrongly 
"  inculcated  by  thofe  patriots  who  framed  the  A61 
"  of  Settlement,  and  conferred  upon  the  prefent 
"  Royal  Family  their  ritle  to  the  throne."  He  par- 
ticularixed  the  inftanccs  in  which  the  miniftry  had 
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BOOK  a6lcd  in   diametrical    oppofition    to  that   neceflary 
V    I' ,  J  conftitution ;    and  he   inlifted  on    the   neceflity    of 
174 J ^    taking  fome  flep  to  remove  the  apprehcnfions  of  the. 
people,  who  began  to  think  themi'elves  in  danger  of 
being  facrificed  to  the  fecurity  of  foreign  dominions. 
Mr.  Gibbon,   who  fpoke  on  the  fame  fide  of  the 
queftion,  expatiated  upon  the  abfurdity  of  returning 
thanks  for  the  profecution  of  a  war  which  had  been 
cgregioufly  mifmanagcd.     ^<  What !    (faid  he)  are 
"  our  thanks  to  be  folemnly  returned  for  defeats, 
*^  difgrace,  and  loiies,  the  ruin  of  our  merchants, 
"  the  imprifonment  of  our  failors,  idle  fhows  of  ar- 
"  maments,    and  ufelefs   expences  ?"      Sir   Robert 
Walpole  having  made  a  fliort  fpcech  in  defence   of 
the  firft  motion  for  an   addrefs,    was  anfwered    by 
Mr.  Puheney,  who  feemed  to  be  animated  with  a 
double  proportion   of  patriot  indignation.     He   af- 
ferted,  that  from  a  review  of  that  Minifter's  condu6l 
fince  the  beginning  of   the  difpute  with  Spain,    it 
would  appear  that  he  had  been  guilty  not  only  of 
fingle  errors,  but  of  deliberate  treachery:   that  he 
had  always  co-operated  with    the    enemies   of   his 
country,    and    facrificed    to  his  private  intereft  the 
happinefs  and  honour  of  the  Britifli  nation.     He 
then  entered  into  a  detail  of  that  condu6l  againft 
which  he  had  fo  often  declaimed ;  and  being  tranf- 
ported  by  an  over-heated  imagination,  accufed  him 
of  perfonal  attachment  and  affe6lion  to  the  enemies 
of  the  k;ingdom.     A  charge  that  was  doubtlefs  the 
refult  of  exaggerated  animofity,  and  ferved  only  to 
invalidate  the  other  articles  of  imputation  that  were 
much  better  founded.     His   objections  were    over- 
ruled ;    and  the  addrefs,    as  at  firfi:  propofed,    was 
prefented  to  his  Majefl;y. 

§  XVIII.  This  fmall  advantage,  however,  the 
Minifier  did  not  confider  as  a  proof  of  his  having 
afcertained  an  undoubted  majority  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  There  was  a  great  number  of  difputed 
cledions ;  and  the  difcuflion  of  thefe  was  the  point 
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on  which  the  people  had  turned  their  eyes,  as  the  CHAP, 
criterion  of  the  Minifter's  power  and  credit.  In  the  v^^^' 
firft  which  was  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  he  i74i7 
carried  his  point  by  a  majority  of  fix  only ;  and  this 
he  looked  upon  as  a  defeat  rather  than  a  vi<ftory. 
His  enemies  exulted  in  their  ftrength  ;  as  they  knew 
they  fhould  be  joined,  in  matters  of  importance,  by 
feveral,  members  who  voted  againft  them  on  this 
occafion.  The  inconfidemble  majority  that  appeared 
on  the  fide  of  the  adminiftraribn  plainly  proved  that 
the  influence  of  the  Minifter  was  greatly  diminifhed, 
and  feemed  to  prognofticate  his  further  decline. 
This  confideration  induced  fome  individuals  to  de- 
clare againft  him  as  a  fetring  fun,  from  whofe 
beams  they  could  expeft  no  further  warmth.  His 
adherents  began  to  tremble  ;  and  he  himfelf  had  oc- 
cafion for  all  his  art  and  equanimity.  The  court- 
intereft  was  not  fufficient  to  fupport  the  election  of 
their  own  members  for  Weftminfter.  The  high- 
bailiiF  had  been  guilty  of  fome  illegal  practices  at 
the  poll ;  and  three  juftices  of  the  peace  had,  on 
pretence  of  preventing  riots,  fent  for  a  military  force 
to  over-awe  the  eledion.  A  petition  prefented  by 
the  electors  of  Weftminfter  was  taken  into  confi- 
derarion  by  the  Houfe  ;  and  the  election  was  de- 
clared void  by  a  majority  of  four  voices.  The  high- 
bailiff^  was  taken  into  cuftody  :  the  officer  who  or- 
dered the  foldiers  to  march,  :|nd  the  three  juftices 
who  figned  the  letter,  in  confequence  of  which  he 
ac5led,  were  reprimanded  on  their  knees  at  the  bar  of 
the  Houfe. 

^  XIX.  The  country- party  maintained  the  ad- 
vantage they  had  gained  in  deciding  upon  feveral 
other  controverted  eledlions ;  and  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole  tottered  on  the  brink  of  ruin.  He  knew  that 
the  majority  of  a  fingle  vote  would  at  any  rime 
commit  him  prifoner  to  the  Tower,  fhould  ever  the 
motion  be  made :  and  he  faw  that  his  fafety  could 
be  cfFedled  by  no  other  expedient  but  that  of  di- 
viding 
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BOOKviding  the  oppofition.  Towards  the  accomplifh- 
n.      ment  of  this  purpofe  he  employed  all  his  credit  and 

^^^y^  dexterity.  His  eniiflaries  did  not  fail  to  tamper 
with  thofe  members  of  the  oppofite  party  who  were 
the  moll  likely  to  be  converted  by  their  arguments. 
A  meflage  was  fent  by  the  Bifhop  of  Oxford  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  importing,  That  if  his  Royal 
Highncfs  would  write  a  letter  of  condefcenfion  to 
the  King,  he  and  all  his  counfellors  (liould  be  taken 
into  favour;  that  fifty  thoufand  pounds  (hould  be 
added  to  his  revenue ;  four  times  that  fum  be  dif- 
burfed  immediately  for  the  payment  of  his  debts  ; 
and  fuitable  provifion  be  made  in  due  time  for  all 
his  followers.  The  Prince  declined  this  propofal. 
He  declared  that  he  would  accept  no  fuch  condi- 
tions, while  Sir  Robert  Walpole  continued  to  diredt 
the  publick  affairs  :  that  he  looked  upon  him  as  a 
bar  between  his  Majclly  and  the  aftedions  of  his 
people ;  as  the  author  of  the  national  grievances 
both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  and  as  the  fole  caufe  of 
that  contempt  which  Great-Britain  had  incurred  in 
all  die  courts  of  Europe.  His  Royal  Highnefs  was 
now  chief  of  this  formidable  party,  revered  by  the 
whole  nation — a  party  which  had  gained  the  afcen- 
dency  in  the  Houle  of  Commons;  which  profefled 
to  a6l  upon  the  principles  of  publick  virtue  :  which 
demanded  the  fall  of  an  odidtis  Minifter,  as  a  facri- 
lice  due  to  an  injured  people  ;  and  declared  that  no 
temptation  could  fhake  their  virtue ;  that  no  art 
could  diffblve  the  cement  by  which  they  were  united. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  though  repulfed  in  this  attempt 
upon  the  Prince  of  Wales,  was  more  fuccefsful  in 
his  other  endeavours.  He  refolved  to  try  his  llrength 
once  more  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  another 
difputed  election  ;  and  had  the  mortification  to  fee 
the  majority  augmented  to  fixteen  voices.  He  de- 
clared he  would  never  more  lit  in  that  Houfe  ;  and 
next  day,  which  was  the  third  of  February,  the  King 
adjourned  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  to  the  eigh- 
teenth 
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tccnth  clay  of  the  fame  month.  In  this  interim  Sir  chap. 
Robert  Walpole  was  created  Earl  of  Orford^  and  ^^^ 
refigned  all  his  employments.  iT^iT 

§  XX.  At  no  time  of  his  life  did  he  acquit  him- 
felf  with  fuch  prudential  policy  as  he  now  difplayed. 
He  found  means  to  feparate  the  parts  that  compofed 
the  oppolition,  and   to  transfer  the  popular  odium 
from  himfelf  to  thofe  who  had  profeffed  themfelves 
his  keeneft  adverfaries.     The  country-party  confided 
of  the  Tories,  reinforced   by  difcontented  Whigs, 
who  had  either  been  difappointcd  in  their  own  ambi- 
tious views,  or  felt  for  the  diftrefles  of  their  country, 
occafioned  by  a  weak  and  worthlefs  adminillration. 
The   old   patriots,  and  the  Whigs  whom  they  had 
joined  adted  upon,  very  different,  and,  indeed,  upon 
oppofite  principles  of  government :  and,   therefore, 
they  were  united  only  by  the  ties  of  convenience. 
A  coalition  was  projedted  between  the  difcontented 
Whigs  and  thofe  of  the   fame  denominarion   who 
a(5led  in  the   miniftry.     Some  were  gratified  with 
titles  and  offices  ;  and  all  were  aflured,  that  in  the 
management  of  affairs  a  new  fyfiem  would  be  adopt- 
ed, according  to  the  plan  they  themfelves   fhould 
propofe.     The  Court  required  nothing  of  them,  but 
that  the  Earl  of  Orford  ftiould  efcape  with  impunity. 
His  place  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  be- 
flowed  upon  Mr.  Sandys,  who  was  likewife  appoint- 
ed a  Lord  of  the  treafury  ;  and  the  Earl  of  Wilming- 
ton fucccedcd    him  as   firft  Commiflioner  of  that 
Board.     Lord  Harrington  being  dignified  with  the 
title  of  Earl,  was  declared  Prefident  of  the  Council; 
and  in  his  room  Lord  Carteret  became  Secretary  of 
State.     The   Duke   of  Argyle  was   made   Mafter- 
gencral  of  the  Ordnance,  Colonel   of  his  Majcfty's 
Royal  regiment  of  Horfe  guards,  Field-marfhal  and 
Commander  in  chief  of  all  the  forces  in  South- Bri- 
tain :  but,   finding  himfelf  difappointed  in  his  ex- 
pe6lations  of  the  coalition,  he,  in  lefs  than  a  month, 
renounced  all  thefe  employments.     The   Marquis 

of 


Digitized 


by  Google 


78  HISTORY   OF  ENGLAND. 

BOOK  of  Twcedalc  was  appointed  Secretary  of  State  for 
^  ^^'  ^  Scotland,  a  poft  which  had  been  long  fupprefled  ; 
^[7477^  Mr.  Pulteney  was  fworn  of  the  Privy- Council,  and 
afterwards  created  Earl  of  Bath.  The  Earl  of  Win- 
chelfea  and  Nottingham  was  preferred  to  the  head 
of  the  Admiralty,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Charles  Wager ; 
and,  after  the  refignation  of  the  Duke  of  Argylc, 
the  Earl  of  Stair  was  appointed  Field-maifhal  of  all 
his  Majefty's  forces,  as  well  as  Ambaflador  extraor- 
dinary to  the  States-General.  On  the  feventeenth 
day  of  February  the  Prince  of  Wales,  attended  by  a 
numerous  retinue  of  his  adherents,  waited  on  his 
Majefly  who  received  him  gracioufly,  and  ordered 
his  guards  to  be  reftored.  Lord  Carteret  and  Mr. 
Sandys  were  the  firft  who  embraced  the  offers  of  the 
Court,  without-  the  confent  or  privity  of  any  other 
leaders  in  the  oppofition,  except  that  of  Mr.  Pulte- 
ney ;  but  they  declared  to  their  friends,  they  would 
ftill  proeeed  upon  patriot  principles  :  that  they  would 
concur  in  promoting  an  enquiry  into  pad  mcafures  ; 
and  m  enading  neceflary  laws  to  fecure  the  confti- 
tution  from  the  pra6lices  of  corruption.  Thefe  pro- 
feffions  were  believed,  not  only  by  their^old  coadju- 
tors in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  but  alfo  by  the  na- 
tion in  general.  The  reconciliation  between  the 
King  and  the  Prince  of  Wales,  together  with  the 
change  in  the  miniftry,  were  celebrated  with  publick 
rejoicings  all  over  the  kingdom ;  and  immediately 
after  the  adjournment  nothing  but  concord  appeared 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

§  XXI.  But  this  harmony  was  of  (liort  duration. 

It  foon  appeared,  that  thofe  who  had  declaimed  the 

'  loudeft  for  the  liberties  of  their  country  had  been 

I  aduated  folely  by  the  moft  fordid,  and  even  the  moft 

!  ridiculous  motives  of  felf-intereft.     Jealoufy  and  mu- 

.  tual  diftruft  enfued  between  them  and  their  former 

confederates.     The  nation  complained,  that,  inilead 

of  a  total  change  of   men  and  meafures,  theyfaw 

•  the  old  miniftry  ftrengthened  by  this  coalition ;  and 
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tlie  fame  intereft  in  Parliament  predominating  with  CHAP, 
redoubled  influence.  They  branded  the  new  con-  ^^]^\  i 
verts  as  apoft^tes  and  betrayers  of  their  country;  1741  ^ 
and  in  the  tranfports  of  their  indignation,  they  en- 
tirely overlooked  the  old  obje6l  of  their  refentment. 
That  a  nobleman  of  pliant  principles,  narrow  for- 
tune, and  unbounded  ambition,  fhould  forfake  his 
party  for  the  blandilh  men ts  of  affluence,  power,  and 
authority,  will  not  appear  flrange  to  any  perfon 
acquainted  with  the  human  heart ;  but  the  fenfible 
part  of  mankind  will  always  refle6l  with  amazement 
upon  the  conduct  of  a  man,  who  feeing  himfelf  ido- 
lized by  his  fellow-citizens,  as  the  firft  and  firmed 
patriot  in  the  kingdom,  as  one  of  the  m(^(l  fhining 
ornaments  of  his  country,  could  give  up  all  his  po- 
pularity, and  incur  the  contempt  or  deteftation  of 
mankind,  for  the  wretched  confideration  of  an  empty 
title,  without  office,  influence,  or  the  leafl:  fubfiian- 
ftial  appendage.  One  cannot,  without  an  emotion 
of  grief,  contemplate  fuch  an  inftance  of  infatua- 
tion— One  cannot  but  lament,  that  fuch  glory  (hould 
have  been  fo  weakly  forfeited  :  that  fuch  talents 
Ihould  have  been  loft  to  the  caufe  of  liberty  and  vir- 
tue. Doubtlefs  he  flattered  himfelf  with  the  hope 
of  one  day  directing  the  councils  of  his  Sovereign  ; 
but  this  was  never  accompUflied,  and  he  remained  a 
folitary  monument  of  blafted  ambition.  Before  the 
change  in  the  miniftry,  Mr.  Pulteney  moved  that 
t^e  feveral  papers  relating  to  the  condudl  of  the 
war,  which  had  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  fhould 
be  referred  to  a  feleft  committee,  who  fhould  exa- 
mine ftridly  into  thc^ particulars,  and  make  a  report 
to  the  Houfe  of  their  remarks,  and  objedlions.  The 
motion  introduced  a  debate ;  but,  upon  a  divifion, 
was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  three  voices.  Peti- 
tions having  been  presented  by  the  merchants  of 
London,  Briftol,  Liverpool,  Glafgow,  and  almoft  all 
the  trading  towns  in  the  kingdom,  complaining  of 
the  lofles  they  had  fuftained  by  the  bad  condud  of 
Q  the 
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BOOK  the  war,  the  Houfc  rcfolved  itfclf  into  a  committee, 
y^*j  to  deliberate  on  thefe  remonftrances.  The. articles 
ijiu  of  the  London  petition  were  explained  by  Mr.  Glo- 
ver, an  eminent  merchant  of  that  city.  Six  days 
were  fpent  in  perufing  papers  and  examining  wit- 
nefles:  then  the  fame  gentleman  fmnmed  up  the 
evidence,  and  in  a  pathetick  fpeech  endeavoured  to 
demonftrate,  that  the  commerce  of  Great-Britain 
had  been  expofed  to  the  infults  and  rapine  of  the 
Spaniards,  not  by  inattention  or  accident,  but  by 
one  uniform  and  continued  defign.  This  enquiry 
being  refumed  after  the  adjournment,  copies  of  in- 
ftru^lions  to  Admirals  and  Captains  of  cruifing  fhipj 
were  laid  before  the  Houfe ;  the  Commons  pafled 
feveral  refolutions,  upon  which  a  bill  was  prepared 
for  the  better  prote6tmg  and  fecuring  the  trade  and 
navigation  of  the  kingdom.  It  made  its  way  through 
the  Lower  Houfe  ;  but  was  thrown  out  by  the  Lords. 
The  penfion-bill  was  revived,  and  fent  up  to  the 
Peers,  were  it  was  again  rejedled.  Lord  Carteret 
voting  againft  that  very  meafure  which  he  had  fo 
lately  endeavoured  to  promote.  On  the  ninth  day 
of  March,  Lord  Limerick  made  a  motion  for  ap- 
pointing a  Committe'e  to  enquire  into  the  condudl  of 
affairs  for  the  laft  twenty  years :  he  was  feconded  by 
Sir  John  St.  Aubyn,  and  fupported  by  Mr.  Velters 
Cornwall,  Mr.  Philips,  Mr.  W.  Pitt,  and  Lord  Per- 
cival,  the  new  member  for  Weftminfter,  who  had 
already  fignalized  himfelf  by  his  eloquence  and  ca- 
pacity. The  motion  was  oppofed  by  Sir  Charles 
Wager,  Mr.  Pelham,  and  Mr.  Henry  Fox,  Sur- 
veyor-General to  his  Majefiy's  Works,  and  brother 
to  Lord  Ilchefler.  Though  the  oppofition  was  faint 
and  frivolous,  the  propofal  was  reje6ted  by  a  majo- 
rity of  two  voices.  Lord  Limerick,  not  yet  dif- 
An.  i742.couraged,  made  a  motion,  on  the  twenty-third  day 
of  March,  for  an  enquiry  into  the  condu6l  of  Robert 
Earl  of  Orford  for  the  laft  ten  years  of  his  admi- 
niftration  ;  and,  after  a  (harp  debate^  it  was  carried  in 
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the  affirmative.    The  Souife   rcfolved  to  choofe  a  chap.. 
fccret  committee  by  ballot ;  and  in  the  mean  time     Vli. 
prcfented  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  afluring  him  of  ^""J^J^ 
their  fidelity,  zelil^  and  afFe6lion. 

§  XXII.   Sir  Robert  Godfchall  having  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  a6l  for  fepten- 
nial  Parliaments,  he  was  feconded  by  Sir  John  Bar- 
natd;    but  warmly  opp^fed  by  Mr.  Pulteney  and 
Mr.  Sandys ;  and  the  queftion  pafled  in  the  nega- 
tive.   The  committee  of  fecrecy  being  chofen,  be- 
gan to  examine  evidence,  and  Mr.  Paxton,  Solicitor 
to  the  Treafury,  refufing  to  anfwer  fuch  queftions  as 
Were  put  to  him.  Lord  Limerick,  chairman  of  the 
committee,  complained  to  the  Houfe  of  his  obfti- 
nacy.     He  was  firft  taken  into  cuftody;    and   ftill 
perfifting   in  his   refuful,    committed  to  Newgate. 
Then  his  Lordfhip  moved,    that   leave    fhould   be 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill  foi;  indemnifying  evidence 
againft  the  Earl  of  Orford ;  and  it  was  a<5hially  pre- 
pared by  a  decifion  of  the  majority.    In  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  it  was  vigoroufly  oppofed  by  Lord  Carteret, 
and  as  ftrenuoufly  fupported  by  the  Duke  of  Argyle ; 
but  fell  upon  a  divifion,  by  the  weight  of'  fuperior 
numbers.     Thofe  members  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons  who  heartily  wiihed  that  the  enquiry  fnight  be 
profecuted  were  extremely  incenfed  at  the  fate  of 
this  bill,     A  committee  was  appointed  to  fearch  the 
Journals  of  the  Lords  for  precedents:  their  report 
being  read,  Lord  Strange,  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Derby, 
moved  for  a  refolution,  *^  That  the  Lords  refufing  to 
concur  with  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain,  in  an 
indemnification  neceffary  to  the  efFe6lual  carrying  on 
the  enquiry,    now  depending  in  parliament,    is  an 
obftruAion  to  juftice,  and  may  prove  fatal  to  the 
liberties  of  this  nation." — ^This  morion,  which  was 
feconded  by  Lord  Quarendon,  fon  of  the  Earl  of 
Lichfield,  gave  rife  to  a  warm   debate ;   and  Mr. 
Sandys  declaimed  againft  it,    as  a  ftep  that  would 
bring   on    an  immediate  diflblution  of  the  prefent 
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BOO  K  form  of  goreriuncm.  It  is  really  amazing  to  ice 
^1|-,  with  what  effrontery  feme  men  can  (hift  their  max* 
^^^  itns,  and  openly  contradid  the  whole  tenor  of  their 
former  condudl.  Mr,  Sandys  did  not  pafs  unccn«- 
iufed:  he  fuftained  fome  fcvere  farcafms  on  his 
apoftacy,  from  Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton,  who  refuted 
all  his  objections:  oeverthelefs,  the  motion  pafled 
in  die  negative.  Notwithilanding  this  great  obfiruc- 
tion,  purpofcly  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  enquiry, 
the  fecret  committee  difcovered  many  flagrant  in- 
fiances  of  fraud  and  corruption  in  which  the  Earl  of 
Orford  had  been  concerned.  It  appeared^  that  he 
had  granted  fraudulent  contraSs  for  paying  the  troops 
in  the  Weft-Indies:  that  he  had  eniployed  iniquitous 
arts  to  influence  elcdions:  that  for  fecret-fervice, 
during  the  laft  ten  years,  he  had  touched  one  million 
foiu*  hundred  fifty-three  thoufand  four  hundred 
pounds  of  publick  money :  that  above  fifty  thou^ 
land  pounds  of  this  fum  had  been  paid  to  authors 
and  printers  of  newfpapers  and  political  trafis  writ- 
ten in  defence  of  the  miniftry:  that  on  the  very  day 
which  preceded  his  refignation,  he  had  iigned  orders 
on  the  civil-Iifl  revenues  for  above  thirty  thoufand 
pounds:  but  as  the  cafh  remaining  in  the  Exchequer 
did  not  much  exceed  fourteen  thoufand  pounds,  be 
had  raifed  the  remaining  part  of  the  thirty  thov^land^ 
by  pawning  the  orders  to  .a  banker.  The  oommit* 
tee  proceeded  to  make  further  progrefs  in  their  fciu- 
tiny,  and  had  almoft  prepared  a  third  report,  whea 
they  were  interaiptcd  by  the  prorogation  of  Parlia* 
ment. 

^  XXIII.  The  miniftry  finding  it  was  neceflary 
to  take  fome  fiep  for  conciliating  the  affedion  of  the 
people,  gave  way  to  a  bill  for  excluding  certain  offi- 
cers from  feats  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  They 
pafJed  another  for  encouraging  the  linen  manufa^re; 
a  third  for  regulating  the  trade  of  the  plantations; 
and  a  fourth  to  prevent  the  marriage  of  lunaticks. 
They  voted  forty  thoufand  feamen^  and  fixty-two 
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tfaooTand  five  hundred  landmen  for  the  ienrice  of  the  OH  A  P. 
current  year.  They  provided  for  the  fubfidies  to  ^^^^1/ 
Denmark  and  Hefle-Caflel,  and  voted  five  hundred  rii^ 
tbouiand  pounds  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary.  The 
cxpence  of  the  year  amounted  to  near  fix  miUions, 
ndfed  by  the  land-tax  at  four  (hillings  in  the  pounds 
by  the  malt-tax,  by  one  million  from  the  finking- 
fund,  by  annuities  granted  upon  it  for  eight  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds,  and  a  loan  of  one  million  fix 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  from  the  Bank.  In  the 
month  of  July,  John  Lord  Gower  was  appointed 
Keeper  of  his  Majefty's  Privy-feal:  Allen  Lord  Ba- 
thuril  was  made  Captain  of  trie  Band  of  Penfioner^; 
and  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  month,  Mr.  Pulteney 
took  his  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers- as  Earl  of  Bath. 
The  King  cloied  the  feflion  in  the  ufual  way,  after 
having  given  them  to  underftand,  that  a  treaty  o£ 
peace  was  concluded  between  the  Queen  of  Hun-^ 
gary  and  the  King  of  Pruffia,  under  his  mediation  ; 
and  that  the  late  fucceflis  of  Auftrian  arms  were 
in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  the  generous  aflifiance 
afforded  by  the  Britifh  nation. 

\  XXIV.  By  this  time  great  changes  had  hap- 
pened in  the  affeirs  of  the  Continent.  The  Ele<5lor  ^^^ 
of  Bavaria  was  chofen  Emperor  of  Germany  the  d^ 
Franckfort  on  the  Maine,  and  crowned  by  at  J^ 
name  of  Charles  VII.  on  ihe  twelfth  day  of  February* 
Thither  the  Imperial  diet  was  removed  from  Ra- 
tifbon:  they  confirmed  his  eledion,  and  indulged 
him  with  a  fubfidy  of  fifty  Roman  months,  amount* 
ing  to  about  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  flerling. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  Auftrian  General,  Kheven- 
hullcr,  ravaged  his  eleflorate,  and  made  himfelf 
mafterof  Munich,  the  capital  of  Bavaria:  he  like- 
wife  laid  part  of  the  Palatmate  under  contribution, 
in  refcntment  for  that  Eledor's  having  fent  a  body 
of  his  troops  to  reinforce  the  Imperial  army.  In 
M^rch,  Count  Saxe,  with  a  detachment  of  French 
and  Bavarians^   reduced  Egra;    and    the  Auftrians 
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BOOK  were  obliged  to  evacuate  Bavaria,  though  they 
s^-^  afterwards  returned.  Khevenhuller  took  poft  in  the 
^^4^  neighbourhood  of  Paflau,  and  detached  General 
Bernclau  to  Dingleling  on  the  Ifer,  to  obfervc  the 
motions  of  the  enemy,  who  were  now  become  ex- 
tremely formidable.  In  May,  a  detachment  of 
French  and  Bavarians  advanced  to  the  caftle  of  Hil- 
kerlbergh  on  the  Danube,  with  a  view  to  take  pof- 
feffion  of  a  bridge  over  the  river:  the  Auffaian 
garrifon  immediately  marched  out  to  give  them 
battle,  and  a  fevere  a<5lion  enfued,  in  which  the  Im- 
perialifts  were  defeated. 

§  XXV.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Queen 
of  Hungary  had  aflembled  two  confiderable  armies 
*m  Moravia  and  Bohemia.  Prince  Charles  of  Lor- 
raine, at  the  head  of  fifty  thoufand  men,  advanced 
againft  the  Saxons  and  Pruffians,  who  thought  pro- 
per to  retire  with  precipitation  from  Moravia,  which 
they  had  invaded.  Then  the  Prince  took  the  route 
to  Bohemia ;  and  Marfhal  Broglio,  who  commanded 
the  French  forces  in  that  country,  muft  have  fallen 
-  a  facrifice,  had  not  the  King  of  Pruffia  received  a 
.  flrong  reinforcement,  and  entered  that  kingdom  be- 
fore his  allies  could  be  attacked.  The  two  armies 
advanced .  towards  each  other ;  and  on  the  feven- 
teenth  of  May,  joined  battle  at  Czaflaw,  where  the 
Auftrians  at  firft  gained  a  manifeft  advantage,  and 
penetrated  as  far  as  the  Pruffian  baggage  :  then  the 
irregulars  began  to  plunder  fo  eagerly,  that  they 
negledled  every  other  confideration.  The  PruiEan 
infantry  took  this  opportunity  to  rally:  tlie  battle 
was  renewed,  and,  after  a  very  obftinate  conteft, 
the  vidory  was  fnatched  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Auftrians,.  who  were  obliged  to  retire,  with  the  lofs 
of  five  thoufand  men  killed,  and  twelve  hundred 
taken  by  the  enemy.  The  Prufllans  paid  dear  for 
the  honour  of  remaining  on  the  field  of  Battle ;  and 
from  the  circumftances  of  this  a6lion  the  King  is 
faid  to  have  conceived  a  difgufl^  to  the  war.     Whea 
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the  Auftrians  made  (uch  progrefs  in  the  beginning  CHAP, 
of  the  engagement^  he  rode  off  with  great  expedition,  ^^^ 
until  he  was  recalled  by  a  meflage  from  his  Gene-  1742^*^ 
ral,  the  Count  de  Schwerin,  afluring  his  Majefty 
that  there  was  no  danger  of  a  defeat.  Immediately 
after  this  battle,  he  difcovered  an  inclination  to  ac- 
commodate all  differences  with  the.  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary. ,  The  Earl  of  Hyndford,  AmbaflTador  from 
the  Court  of  Great- Britain,  who  accompanied  him 
in  this  campaign,  and  was  veiled  with  full  powers  by 
her  Hungarian  Majefty,  did  not  fail  to  cultivate 
this  favourable  difpofition :  and  on  the  firft  day  of 
June,  a  treaty  of  peace  between  the  two  powers  was 
concluded  at  Breflau.  The  Queen  ceded  to  his 
Pniffian  Majefty  the  Upper  and  Lower  Silefia,  with 
the  county  of  Glatz  in  Bohemia  j  and  he  charged 
himfelf  with  the  payment  of  the  fum  lent  by  the 
merchants  of  London  to  the  late  Emperor,  on  the 
Silefian  revenues.  He  likewife  engaged  to  obferve 
a  ftri<^  neutrality  during  the  war,  and  to  withdraw 
his  forces  from  Bohemia  in  fifteen  days  after  the  ra- 
tification of  the  treaty,  in  which  were  comprehended 
the  King  of  Great- Britain  Elector  of  Hanover,  the 
Czarina,  the  King  of  Denmark,  the  States-General, 
the  Houfe  of  Wolfenbuttle,  and  the  King  of  Poland 
Eletflor  of  Saxony,  on  certain  conditions,  which 
were  accepted. 

^  XXVL  The  King  of  Pruffia  recalled  his  troops; 
while  Marefchal  Broglio,  who  commanded  the 
French  auxiliaries  in  that  kingdom,  and  the  Count 
de  Belleifle,  abandoned  their  magazines  and  bag- 
gage, and  retired  with  precipitation  under  the  can- 
non of  Prague*  There  they  entrenched  themfelves 
in  an  advantageous  fituation ;  and  Prince  diaries 
being  joined  by  the  other  body  of  Auftrians,  under 
Prince  Lobkowitz,  encamped  in  fight  of  them,  on 
the  hills  of  Girinfnitz.  The  Grand  Duke  of  Tuf- 
cany  arrived  in  the  Auftrian  army,  of  which  he  took 
the  command  ;  and  the  French  Generals  offered  to 
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BOOKfurrender  Prague,  Egra,  and  all  the  other  placet 
i^.  ^^'^.  they  pofleflcd  in  Bohemia,  provided  they  might  be 
1742^  allowed  to  march  off  with  their  arms,  artillery,  and 
baggage.  The  j^ropofal  was  rejcdled,  and  Prague 
invefted  on  all  fides  about  the  end  of  July.  Though 
the  operations  of  the  fiege  were  carried  on  in  art 
aukward  and  flovenly  manner,  the  place  was  fo  effec- 
tually blocked  up,  that  famine  mull  have  compelled 
the  French  to  furrender  at  difcretion,  had  not  very 
extraordinary  efforts  been  made  for  their  relief.  The 
Emperor  had  made  advances  to  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary. He  promifed  that  the  French  forces  fhould 
quit  Bohemia^  and  evacuate  the  empire ;  and  he 
offered  to  renounce  all  prctenfions  to  the  kingdom 
of  Bohemia,  on  condition  that  the  Auflrians  would 
rcftore  Bavaria  :  but  thefe  conditions  were  declined 
by  the  Court  of  Vienna.  The  King  of  France  was 
.  no  fooner  apprized  of  the  condition  to  which  the 
Generals  Broglio  and  Belleifle  were  reduced,  than 
he  fent  orders  to  Marfhal  Maillebois,  who  com- 
manded his  army  on  the  Rhine,  to  march  to  their 
felief.  His  troops  were  immediately  put  in  motion  ; 
and  when  they  reached  Amberg  in  the  Upper  Pala-* 
tinate,  were  joined  by  the  French  and  Imperialifls 
from  Bavaria.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  having 
received  intelligence- of  their  jun6lion  and  defign, 
left  eighteen  thoufand  men  to  maintain  the  blockade 
of  Prague,  under  the  command  of  General  Feftititz, 
while  he  himfelf,  with  the  reft  of  his  army,  ad- 
vanced to  Haydon  on  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia. 
There  he  was  joined  by  Count  Khevenhuller,  who 
from  Bavaria  had  followed  the  enemy,  now  com- 
manded by  Count  Seckendorff,  and  the  Count  de 
Saxe.  Seckendorff,  however,  was  fent  back  to  Ba- 
varia, while  Marfhal  Maillebois  entered  Bohemia 
on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  September.  But  he 
marched  with  fuch  precaution,  that  Prince  Charlej 
could  not  bring  him  to  an  engagement.  Mean- 
while Fcftititz,    for  want  of  fu&cicnt  force,    was 
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obliged  to  abandon  the  blockade  of  Fragoe;  and  CHAP, 
the  French  (Jenerals  being  now  at  liberty,  took  poft  yj[^h^ 
It  Leutmaritz.     Maillebois  advanced  as  far  as  Ka*     r749. 
dan  :   but  feeing  the  Auflrians  poilefled  of  all  the 
pafles  of  the  mountains,    he  marched  back  to  the 
ralatinate,  and  was  miferably  harafled  in  his  retreat 
by  Prince  Charles,  who  had  left  a  ftrong  body  with 
Prince  Lobkowitz,  to  watch  the  motions  of  Belleifle 
and  Broglio. 

^  XXVII.  Thefe  Generals  feeing  themfelves 
furrounded  on  all  hands,  returned  to  Prague,  from 
whence  Broglio  made  his  efcape  in  the  habit  of  a 
courier,  and  was  fent  to  command  the  army  of 
Maillebois,  who  was  by  this  time  difgraoed.  Prince 
Lobkowitz,  who  now  dire<5led  the  blockade  of 
Prague,  had  fo  effectually  cut  off  all  communication 
between  that  place  and  the  adjacent  country,  that 
in  a  litde  time  the  French  tKwps  were  reduced  to 
great  extremity,  both  from  the  feverity  of  the  fea* 
Ion,  and  the  want  of  provifion.  They  were  already 
jcduced  to  the  necellity  of  eating  horfe  fleih,  and 
unclean  animals :  and  they  had  no  other  profpedt 
but  that  of  perifhing  by  femine  or  war,  when  their 
Commander  formed  the  fcheme  of  a  retreat,  which 
was  adlually  put  in  execution.  Having  taken  fbme 
artful  precautions  to  deceive  the  enemy,  he,  in  the 
middle  of  December,  departed  from  Prague  at  mid* 
night,  with  about  fourteen  thoufand  men,  thirty 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  fome  of  the  principal  citizens 
as  hofiages  for  the  iafety  of  nine  hundred  foldiera 
whom  he  had  left  in  garrifon.  Notwithilanding  the 
difficulties  he  mud  have  encountered  at  that  feafon 
of  the  year,  in  a  broken  and  unfrequented  road, 
which  he  purpofcly  chofe,  he  marched  with  fuch* 
expedirion,  that  he  had  gained  the  paifes  of  the 
mountains,  before  he  was  overtaken  by  the  horfe 
and  huflars  of  Prince  Lobkowitz.  The  fatigue  and 
kardfhips  which  the  miferable  foldiers  underwent 
arc  inezpreffible.    A  great  number  perifhed  in  the 
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BOOK  fnow,  and  many  hundreds,  fatnciiig  with  wearineis, 
^  ^^l'_^  coldy  and  hunger,  were  left  to  the  mercy  of  the 
V342^  Auftrian  irregulars,  confifting  of  the  moft  barbarous 
people  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  Count  dc 
Belleifle,  thbugh  tortured  with  the  hip-gout,  be- 
haved with  furprifing  refolution  and  activity.  He 
caufed  himfelf  to  be  carried  in  a  litter  to  every  place 
where  he  thought  his.  prefence  was  neceflary,  and 
made  fuch  difpolitions,  that  the  purfuers.  never  could 
make  an'impreffionupon  the  body  of  his  troops: 
but  all  his  artillery,  baggage,  and  even  his  own  cqui* 
page,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  On  the 
twenty^ninth  day  of  December,  he  arrived  at  Egra^ 
from  whfcncc  he  proceeded  to  Alface  without  fur-^ 
tber  moleftation :  but,  when  he  returned  to  Ver- 
faillcs,  he  met  with  a  very  cold  reception,  notwsth^ 
flanding.  the  gallant  exploit  which  he  had  performedi 
Afjcr  his  :efcape)  Prince  Lobkowitz  returned  to 
Prague,'  and  the  fmall  ^rrifon  which  Belleifle  had 
ieft  in  that  place  furrendered  upon  honourable  tcrmsj 
|x>  that  this  capital  reverted  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftrix* 
..^  XXVII.  The  King  of  Great-Britain  rcfolving 
to  make  a  powerful  diverfion  in  the  Netherlands, 
had  in  the  month  of  April,  ordered  iixteen  thou* 
fand  effeftive  mtn  to  be  embarked  for  that  country : 
but,  as  this  ftep  was  taken  without  any  previous 
concert  with  the  States-General,  the  Ean  of  &air, 
deftined  to  the  command  of  the. forces  in  Flander% 
was  in  the  meantime  appointed  Ambaflador  Extra- 
ordinary and  Plenipotentiary  to  their  High  Mighti- 
neflea,rin  order  to  perfuade  them. to  co-operate  vi- 
goroufly  in  the  plan  which  his  Britannick-  Majefty 
had  formed  :  a  plan  by  which  Great-Britain  was 
•engagied  as  a  principal  in  a  foreign  difpute,  and  en- 
tailed upon  herfelf  the^hole  burthen  of  an  expenfive 
war,  big  with  riiin  and  difgrace.  England,  from 
being  the  umfwre,  was  now  become  a  party  in  all 
continental  quarrels  ;  and,  inftead  of  trimming  the 
balance  of   Europe,  lavilhed  away  her  blood  and 
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treafure  in  fuppbrting  the  intereft  and  allies  of  a  chap. 
puny  cle6korate  in  the  north  of  Germany.  The  ^  ^^/'^ 
King  of  Prullia  had  been  at  variance  with  the  Elec-  ij^ 
tor  of  Hanover.  The  duchy  of  Mecklenburgh  was 
the  avowed  fubjedl  of  difpute  :  but  hisPruflian  Ma- 
jefty  is  faid  to  have  had  other  more  provoking  caufes 
of  complaint,  which,  however,  he  did  not  think 
proper  to  divulge.  The  King  of  Great-  Britain  found 
It  convenient  to  accommodate  thefe  differences.  la 
the  courfe  of  this  fummer,  the  two  powers  concluded 
a  convention,  in  confequence  of  which  the  troops 
of  Hanover  evacuated  Mecklenburgh,  and  three 
regiments  of  Brandenburgh  took  pofleffion  of  thofc 
bailiwicks  that  were  mortgaged  to  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fia*  The  EleAor  of  Hanover  being  now  fecured 
from  danger,  fiKteen  thoufand  troops  of  that  coun« 
try,  together  with  the  fix  thoufand  auxiliary  Hefliansi 
begaji  their  march  for  the  Netherlands  ;  and  about 
the  middle  of  OAober  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Bruflels,  where  they  encamped.  The  Earl  of 
Stair  repaired  to  Ghent,  where  the  Britifh  forces 
were  quartered  :  a  body  of  Auflrians  was  aflcmbled ; 
and  though  the  feafon  was  far  advanced,  he  feenied 
determined  upon  fomc  expedition  :  but  all  of  a  fud- 
dcn  the  troops  were  fent  into  winter-quarters.  The 
Auftrians  retired  to  Luxembourg :  the  Englifh  and 
Heifians  remained  in  Flanders;  and  the  Hanove- 
jians  marched  into  the  county  of  Liege,  without 
paying  any  regard  to  the  Bifhop'a  proteftation. 

§  XXIX.  The  States-General  nad  made  a  con- 
fidcrable  augmentation  of  their  forces  by  fea  and 
land  ;  but,  notwithflanding  the  repeated  inftances 
of  the  Earl  of  Stair,  they  refolved  to  adhere  to  their 
neutrality  :  they  dreaded  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
French;  and  they  were  far  from  being  pleafcd  to 
fee  the  Englifli  get  footing  in  the  Netherlands.  The 
friends  of  the  Houfe  of  Orange  began  to  exert  them- 
fclves  :  the  States  of  Groningen  and  Well-Friefland 
protcfted,  in  favour  of  the  Prince,  againft  the  pro- 
motion 
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BOOK  morion  of  foreign  Generals  which  bad  lately  bcca 
^  j^'  J  made :  but  his  intereft  was  powerfully  oppofed  by 
1.742.  the  provinces  of  Zeainnd  and  Holland,  which  had 
the  grcateft  weight  in  the  republick.  The  revolu- 
tion in  Ruflia  did  not  put  an  end  to  the  war  with 
Sweden.  Thefe  two  powers  had  agreed  to  an  armi- 
ftice  of  three  months,  during  which  the  Czarina 
augmented  her  forces  in  Finland.  She  Bkewife  or- 
dered the  Counts  Ofterman  and  Munich,  with  their 
adherents,  to  be  tried :  they  were  condemned  to 
death,  but  pardoned  on  the  fcafFoId,  and  fent  in 
exile  to  Siberia.  The  Swedes,  ftill  encouraged  by 
the  intrigues  of  France,  refiifed  to  liften  to  any 
terms  of  accommodation,  unlefe  Carelia,  and  the 
other  conquefts  of  the  Czar  Peter,  ihould  be  reftorcd. 
Tbe  French  Court  had  expelled  to  bring  over  the 
new  Emprefs  to  their  meafures :  but  they  found 
her  as  well  difpofed  as  her  predeceflbr  to  affift  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria.  She  remitted  a  confiderabla  fum 
of  money  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary ;  and  at  that 
fame  time  Congratulated  the  Eledorof  Bavaria  cm 
his  elevation  to  the  Imperial  throne.  The  ceremony 
of  her  coronation  was  performed  in  May,  with  great 
folemnity,  at  Mofcow;  and  in  November  fhe  de- 
clared her  nephew,  the  Duke  of  Holftein-Gottorp, 
her  fucceflbr,  by  the  title  of  Grand  Prince  of  all  the 
Ruffias.  The  ceflation  of  arms  being  expired,  Ge- 
neral Lafci  reduced  Frederickfheim,  and  obUged 
the  Swedifli  army,  commanded  by  Count  Lewen- 
haupt,  to  retire  before  him,  from  one  place  to  an- 
other, until  at  length  they  were  quite  furrounded  near 
Helfingfors.  In  this  emergency,  the  Swedifli  Ge- 
neral fubmited  to  a  capitulation,  by  which  his  in- 
fantry were  tranfported  by  fea  to  Sweden  ;  his  cavalry 
marched  by  land  to  Abo ;  and  his  artillery  and  ma- 
garzines  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Ruflians.  The 
King  of  Sweden  being  of  an  advanced  age,  the  diet 
aflembled  in  order  to  fettle  the  fucceflion ;  and  the 
'  Duke  of  Holftein-Gottorp,  a£  grandfon  to  the  eldeft 

fiftcr 


Digitized 


by  Google 


GEORGE    IL  51 

lifter  to  Charles  XII.  was  declared  next  heir  to  the  VIT. 
Crown.  A  courier  was  immediately  difpatched  topJ^J^  ^- 
Mofcow,  to  notify  to  the  Duke  this  determination  i7«. 
of  the  diet:  and  this  meflage  was  followed  by  a 
deputation  ;  but  when  they  underftood  that  he  had 
embraced  the  religion  of  the  Greek  church,  and 
been  acknowledged  fucceflbr  to  the  throne  of  Ruflia, 
they  annulled  his  election  for  Sweden,  and  refolved 
that  the  fucccflion  (hould  not  be  re-eftablifhed,  until 
a  peace  fhould  be  concluded  with  the  Czarina.  Con* 
fcrences  were  opened  at  Abo  for  this  purpofe.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  events  of  war  had  been  fo  long 
unfortunate  for  Sweden,  that  it  was  abfolutely  ne- 
cefiary  to  appeafe  the  indignation  of  the  people  with 
fome  facrifice.  The  Generals  Lewcnhaupt  and 
Bodenbrock  were  tried  by  a  court-martial  for  mif- 
conduct:  being  found  guilty  and  condemned  to 
death,  they  appHed  to  the  diet,  by  which  the  fen^ 
tence  was  confirmed.  The  term  of  the  fubfidy- 
treaty  between  Great-Britain  and  Denmark  expiring, 
his  Danifli  Majefty  refufed  to  renew  it ;  nor  would 
he  accede  to  the  peace  of  Breilau.  On  the  other 
band,  he  became  lubfidiary  to  France,  with  which 
alfo  he  concluded  a  new  treaty  of  commerce. 

^  XXX.  The  Court  of  Verfailles  were  nottr 
heartily  tired  of  maintaining  the  war  in  Grermany, 
and  had  actually  made  equitable  propofals  of  peace 
to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  by  whom  they  were  re^ 
jeflcd.  Thus  repulfed,  they  redoubled  their  prepa- 
rations ;  and  endeavoured,  by  advantageous  offers, 
to  detach  the  King  of  Sardinia  from  the  intereft  of 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  This  Prince  had  efpoufed 
a  fifter  to  the  Grand  Duke,  who  prefled  him  to  de- 
clare for  her  brother,  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
promifed  to  gratify  him  with  fome  territories  in  the 
Milanefe :  befides,  he  thought  the  Spaniards  had 
already  gained  too  much  ground  in  Italy :  but,  at 
the  fame  time,  he  was  afraid  of  being  crufhed  be- 
tween France  and  Spain,  before  he  could  be  pro* 
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BOO  K  pcrly  fupported.     He  therefore  temporifed,  and  pro- 
J^-      traded  the  ncgociation,  until  he  was  alarmed  at  the 

^^4^  progrefs  of  the  Spanifh  arms  in  Italy,  and  fixed  in 
his  determination  by  the  fubiidies  of  Great-Britain. 
The  Spanifh  army  aflembled  at  Rimini,  under  the 
Duke  de  Montemar;  and  being  joined  by  the  Nea- 
politan forces,  amounted  to  lixty  thoufand  men, 
furnifhcd  with  a  large  train  of  artillery.  About 
the  beginning  of  May,  they  entered  the  Bolognefe : 
then  the  King  of  Sardinia  declaring  againft  them, 
joined  the  Audrian  army  commanded  by  Count 
Traun  :  marched  into  the  duchy  of  Parma ;  and  un- 
derftanding  that  the  Duke  of  Modena  had  engaged 
in  a  treaty  with  the  Spaniards,  difpoflefled  that  Prince, 
of  his  dominions.  The  Duke  de  Montemar,  fee- 
ing his  army  diminilhed  by  ficknefs  and  defcrlion, 
retreated  to  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  King  of  Sardinia,  as  far  as  Rimini. 

§  XXXI.  Here  he  received  intelligence,  that 
Don  Philip,  third  fon  of  his  Catliolick  Majefty  had 
made  an  irruption  into  Savoy  with  another  army  of 
Spaniards,  and  already  taken  pofleflion  of  Cham- 
berri,  the  capital.  He  forthwith  began  his  march 
for  Piedmont.  Don  Philip  abandoned  Savoy  at 
his  approach,  and  retrcaring  into  Dauphin^,  took 
pod  under  the  cannon  of  fort  Barreaux.  The  King 
purfued  him  thither,  and  both  armies  remained  in 
fight  of  each  other  till  the  month  of  December,  when 
the  Marquis  de  Minas,  an  a6live  and  enterprifing 
General,  arrived  from  Madrid,  and  took  upon  him 
the  command  of  the  forces  under  Don  Philip.  This 
General's  firft  exploit  was  againft  the  caftle  of  Afpre- 
mont,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Sardinian  camp. 
He  attacked  it  fo  vigoroufly,  that  the  garrifon  was 
obliged  to  capitulate  in  four-and- forty  hours.  The 
lofsof  this  important  poft  compelled  the  King  to 
retire  into  Piedmont,  and  the  Spaniards  marched 
back  into  Savoy,  where  they  eftablifhed  their  win- 
ter-quarters. In  the  mean  time,  the  Duke  de  Mon- 
temar, 
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temar,  who  directed  the  other  Spanifli  army,  though  CHAP, 
the  Duke  of  Modena  was  nominal  Generahffimo,  ^  ^^^-  ^ 
religned  his  command  to  Count  Gages,  who  at-     17^^ 
tempted  to  penetrate  into  Tufcany ;  but  was  pre- 
vented by  the  vigilance  of  Count  Traun,  the  Auf- 
trian  G^eneral.    In  December  he  quartered  his  troops 
in  the  Bolognefe  and  Romagna ;  while  the  Auftrians 
and  Piedmontefe  were  diftributed  in  the  Modenefe 
and  Parmefan.     The  Pope  was   paffive  during  the 
whole   campaign :    the   Venetians   maintained  their 
neutrality,  and  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies  was  over- 
awed by  the  Britifh  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean. 

§  XXXII.  The  new  minittry  in  England  had 
fcnt  out  Admiral  Matthews  to  afFume  the  command 
of  this  fquadron,  which  had  been  for  fome  time  con^ 
dudled  by  Leftock,  an  inferior  officer,  as  Haddock 
had  been  obliged  to  refign  his  commiffion,  on  ac- 
count of  his  ill  ftate  of  health.  Matthews  was  like- 
wife  invefted  with  the  charadter  of  Minifter-Pleni- 
potentiary  to  the  King  of  Sardinia  and  the  States  of 
Italy.  Immediately  after  he  had  taken  pofleffion  of 
his  command,  he  ordered  Captain  Norris  to  deftroy 
five  Spaniih  gallies  which  had  put  into  the  bay  of 
St.  Tropez  ;  and  thi^  fcrvice  was  efFedlualiy  fier- 
formed.  In  May  he  detached  Commodore  Rowley, 
with  eight  fail,  to  cruize  off  the  harbour  of  Toulon; 
and  a  great  number  of  merchant  fhips  belonging  to 
the  enemy  fell  into  his  hands.  In  Auguft  he  fent 
Commodore  Martin  with  another  fquadron  into  the 
bay  of  Naples,  to  bombard  that  city,  unlefs  his 
Sicilian  Majefty  would  immediately  recal  his  troops, 
which  had  joined  the  Spanitli  army,  and  promife 
to  remain  neuter  during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 
Naples  was  immediately  filled  with  confternation ; 
the  King  fubfcribed  to  thefe  conditions ;  and  the 
EngHih  fquadron  rejoined  the  Admiral  on  the  road 
of  Hieres,  which  he  had  chofen  for  his  winter  fta- 
tion.  Before  this  period  he  had  landed  fome  men 
at  St,  Remo,  in  the  territories  of  Genoa,  and  de- 
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BOOK  ftroye d  the  magazines  that  were  ercdled  for  the  ufe 
^  ^1'  ,  of  the  Spanifh  army.  He  had  likewife  ordered  two 
>742.  of  his  cruizcrs  to  attack  a  Spanifh  (hip  of  the  line, 
which  lay  at  anchor  in  the  port  of  Ajaccio,  in  the 
ifland  of  Corfica:  but  the  Spanifh  Captain  let  his 
men  on  fhore,  and  blew  up  his  lliip,  rather  than  (he 
ihould  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Knglifh. 

^  XXXIII.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year  Admiral 
Vernon  and  General  Wentworth  made  another  efibrt 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  They  had  in  January  received 
a  reinforcement  from  England,  and  planned  a  new 
expedition,  in  concert  with  the  Governor  of  Ja- 
maica, who  accompanied  them  in  their  Voyage. 
Their  defign  was  to  difembark  the  troops  at  Porto- 
Bello,  and  march  acrofs  the  iflhmus  of  Darien,  to 
attack  the  rich  town  of  Panama.  They  failed  from 
Jamaica  on  the  ninth  day  of  March,  and  on  the 
twenty-eighth  arrived  at.  Porto-Bello.  There  they 
held  a  council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  refolved,  that 
as  the  troops  were  fickly,  the  rainy  fcafon  begtui^ 
and  feveral  tranfports  not  yet  arrived,  the  intended 
expedition  was  become  impradticable.  In  purfii- 
ance  of  this  determination  the  armament  immedi- 
ately returned  to  Jamaica,  exhibiting  a  ridiculous 
fpei^acle  of  folly  and  irrefolution*.  In  Auguft,  a 
ihip  of  war  was  fent  from  thence,  with  about  three 
hundred  foldiers,  to  the  fmall  iHand  Rattan,  in  the 
bay  of  Honduras,  of  which  they  took  pofleffion.  In 
September,  Vernon  and  Wentworth  received  orders 
to  return  to  England  with  fuch  troops  as  remained 
alive:  thefe  did  not  amount  to  a  tenth  part  of  the 
number  which  had  been  fent  abroad  in  that  inglo- 

•  In  May,  two  Eni^lish  frigates,  commanded  by  Captain  Smitlf 
and  CapCiin  Stuart,  fell  in  \\\\\\  three  Spanish  ships  of  war,  near  U^ 
island  of  St.  Christopher's.  'I'hcy  fortluvith  engaged,  and  the  action 
continued  till  night,  by  the  favour  of  which  the  enemy  retired  to  Porta 
Rico  in  a  shattered  corldition. 

In  the  month  of  September  the  Tilbury  ship  of  war,  of  sixty  gum* 
was  accidentally  set  on  fire,  and  destroyed,  off  the  island  of  Hispaniola, 
on  which  occasion  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  men  perished  •,  the 
fest  were  saved  by  Captain  Hoarc,  of  tile  D^fiaDoCi  who  happened  to 
be  on  the  same  rruiz(*. 
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rtbttt  fcrvicc.  *  The  inferior  officers  fell  ignobly  by  c  H  A  P. 
fickncfs  and  defpair,  without  an  opportunity  of  fig-  v^^^L/ 
nalizing  their  courage,  and  the  commanders  lived  itSS/ 
to  feci  the  fcora  and  reproach  of  their  country.  In 
the  month  of  June  the  new  colony  of  Georgia  was 
invaded  by  an  artnament  from  St.  Auguftine,  com- 
manded by  Don  Marinel  de  Monteano,  Governor 
of  that  fortrefs.  It  confided  of  fix-and-thirty  (hips, 
from  which  four  thoufand  men  were  landed  at  St« 
Siaion*s;  and  began  their  march  for  Frederica, 
General  Oglethorpe,  with  a  handfuf  of  men,  took 
fncb  wife  precautions  for  oppofing  their  f>rogrefs, 
and  haraded  them  in  their  march  with  fuch  aiStivity 
and  refolution,  that  after  two  of  their  detachments 
had  been  defeated,  they  retired  to  their  fliips,  and 
totally  abandoned  the  entcrprize. 

§  XXXIV.  In  England  the  merchants  ftill  com- 
plained that  their  commerce  was  not  properly  pro- 
tected, and  the  people  clamoured  againft  the  con- 
duct of  the  war.  They  faid,  their  burthens  were 
iocreafed  to  maintain  quarrels  with  which  they  had 
no  concern ;  to  defray  the  enormous  expence  of  in- 
active fleets  and  pacifick  armies.  Lord  C.  had  by 
this  time  infinuated  himfelf  into  the  confidence  of 
his  Sovereign,  and  engrofled  the  whole  diredtion  of 
publick  affeirs.  The  war  with  Spain  was  now  be- 
come a  fecondary  confideration,  and  negledled  ac- 
cordingly; while  the  chief  attention  of  the  new 
mtnifter  was  turned  upon  the  affairs  of  the  continent. 
The  difpute  with  Spain  concerned  Britain  only^ 
The  interefts  of  Hanover  were  connedlcd  with  the 
troubles  of  the  Empire.  By  purfuing  this  objed  he 
Ibothed  the  wifhes  of  his  Mafter,  and  opened  a 
more  ample  field  for  his  own  ambition.  He  had 
iludied  tne  policy  of  the  Continent  with  peculiar 
eagemefs.  This  was  the  favourite  fubjedt  of  his 
Te&dion,  upon  which  he  thought  and  fpoke  with  a 
degree  of  cnthufiafm.  The  intolerable  taxes,  the 
poverty,  the  ruined  commerce  of  his  country,  the 
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BOOK  iniquity  of  ftandihg  armies,  votes  of  credit,  and 
v^^^^,, foreign  connc6Hons,  upon  which  he  had  fo  often  ex* 
i74i\     patiated,  were  now  forgotten,  or  overlooked.     He 
law  nothing  but  glory,  conqueft,  or  acquired  do- 
minion.    He  fet  the  power  of  France  at  defiance ; 
and  as  if  Great-Britain   had   felt   no  diftrefs,    but 
teemed  with  treafure  which  fhe  could  not  otherwifc 
employ,  he  poured  forth  her  millions  with  a  rafh 
and  defperatc  hand,  in  purchafing  beggarly  allies, 
and  maintaining  mercenary  armies.     The  Earl  of 
Stair  had  arrived  in  England  towards  the  end  of 
Auguft,  and  conferred  with  his  Majefty.     A  privy- 
council  was  fummoned  ;  and  in  a  few  days  that  no- 
bleman returned   to  Holland.     Lord  Carteret  was 
fent  with  a  commiflion  to  the  Hague  in  September; 
and  when  he  returned,  the  baggage  of  the  King  and 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  which  had  been  (hipped 
for  Flanders,  was  ordered  to  be  brought  on  ihore. 
The  Parliament  met  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  No- 
vember, when  his  Majefty  told  them,  that  he  had 
augmented  the  Britifh  forces  in  the  Low  Countries 
with  fixteen  thoufand  Hanoverians  and  the  Heilian 
auxiliaries,  in  order  to  form  fuch  a  force,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Auflrian  troops,  as  might  be  of 
fervice  to  the  common  caufe  at  all  events.     He  ex- 
tolled the  magnanimity  and  fortitude  of  the  Queen 
of  Hungary,  as  well  as  the  refolute  condu6t  of  the 
King  of  Sardinia,  and  that  Prince's  ftri6i  adherence 
to  his  engagements,  though  a.ttacked  in  his   own 
dominions.     He  mentioned  the  requifition  made  by 
Sweden,  of  his  good  offices  for  procuring  a  peace 
between  that  nation  and  RulTia ;  the  defenfive  alli- 
ances which  he  had  concluded  with  the  Czarina,  and 
with  the  King  of  Pruffia  ;  as  events  which  could  not 
have  been  expe6led,  if  Great-Britain  had  not  mani- 
fefied  a  feafonable  fpirit  and  vigour,  in  defence  and 
afliftance  of  her  ancient  allies,  and  in  maintaining 
the  liberties  of  Europe.     He  faid,  the  honour  and 
Antereft  of  his  crown  and  kingdoms,  the  fuccefs  of 
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the  war  with  Spain,  the  re-cftablifhment  of  the  CHAP- 
balance  and  tranquillity  of  Europe  would  greatly  de-  ^  ^^^-  ^ 
pend  on  the  prudence  and  vigour  of  their  refolu-^74^ 
tions.  The  Marquis  of  Tweedale  moved  for  an  ad- 
drefs  of  thanks,  which  was  oppofed  by  the  Earl  of 
Chefterfield,  for  the  reafons  fo  often  urged  on  the 
fame  occafion ;  but  fupported  by  Lord  C.  on  his 
new  adopted  maxims,  with  thofe  fpecious  arguments 
which  he  could  at  all  times  produce,  delivered  with 
aaiazing  ferenity  and  afliirance.  The  Motion  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  addrefs  prefented  to  his  Majefty. 
About  this  period  a  treaty  of  mutual  defence  and 
guarantee  between  his  Majefty  and  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fia  was  figned  at  Weftminflcr.  In  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  Mr.  Lyttelton  made  a  motion  for  reviving 
the  place-bill;  but  it  was  oppofed  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  members  who  had  formerly  been  ftrenuous 
advocates  for  this  meafure,  and  reje6led  upon  a  di- 
vifion.  This  was  alfo  the  fate  of  a  motion  made  to 
renew  the  enquiry  into  the  condu6l  of  Robert  Earl 
of  Orford.  As  many  ftrong  prefumptions  of  guilt 
bad  appeared  againft  him  in  the  reports  of  the  fecret 
committee,  the  nation  had  reafon  to  expedl  that  this 
propofal  would  have  been  embraced  by  a  great  majo- 
riry:  but  feveral  members,  who  in  the  preceding 
feilion  had  been  Ipud  in  their  demands  of  juftice, 
now  (hamefuUy  contributed  their  talents  and  intereft 
in  ftifling  the  enquiry. 

^  XXXV.  When  the  Houfe  of  Lords  took  into 
confideration  the  feveral  eftimates  of  the  expence  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  forces  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain, 
Earl  Stanhope,  at  the  clofe  of  an  elegant  fpecch, 
moved  for  an  addrefs,  to  befeech  and  advife  his  Ma- 
jefty, that  in  compaffion  to  his  people,  loaded  al- 
ready with  fuch  numerous  and  heavy  taxes,  fuch 
large  and  growing  debts,  and  greater  annual  ex- 
pences  than  the  nation  at  any  time  before  had  ever 
fuftained,  he  would  exonerate  his  fubje(5ls  of  the 
charge  and  burtben  of  thofe.  mercenaries  who- were 
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BOOK  Ukcn  into  the  fcrvicc  lad  year,  withput  the  ad vic<r 
^  ^'  ^  or  confent  of  Parliament.     The  motion  was  fup- 
^74^  ported  by  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  who  took  occalioii 
to  fpeak  with  great  contempt  of  IJanover,  and,  in 
mentioning  the  Royal  Family,  feemed  to  forget  that 
decorum  which  the  fubjc6l  required.     He  had,  in- 
deed, reafon  to  talk  with  afperity  on  the  contrail  by 
which  the  Hanoverians  had  been  taken  into  the  pay 
of  Great- Britain.     Levy  money  was  charged  to  the 
account,  though  they  were  engaged  for  one  year 
only,  and  though  not  a  fingle  regiment  had   been 
raifed  on  this  occadon  :  they  had  been  levied  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  Electorate;  and  would  have   been 
maintained  if  England  had  never  engaged  in  the 
affiurs  of  the  continent.     The  Duke  of  Bedford  en- 
larged  upon  the  fame  fubjedl.     He  faid  it  had  been 
fufpedled,  nor  was  the  fufpicion  without  foundation, 
that  the  meafures  of  the  Englifli  miniftry  had  long 
been  regulated  by  the  intereft  of  his  Majefty's  elec- 
toral territories  :  that  thefe  had  been  long  conlidercd 
as  a  gulf  into  which  the  treafures  of  Great-Britain 
had  been  thrown :  that  the  flate  of  Hanover  had 
been  changed,  without  any  vifible  caufe,  fince  the 
acceffion  of  its  Princes  to  the  throne  of  England  : 
affluence  had  begun  to  wanton  in  their  towns,  and 
gold  to  glitter  in  their  cottages,  without  the  difco* 
very  of  mines,  or  the  increafe  of  their  commerce  ; 
and  new  dominions  had  been  purchafed,  of  which 
the  value  was  never  paid  from  the  revenues  of  Ha- 
nover.    The  motion  was  hunted  down  by  the  new 
Minirter,  the  patriot  Lord  Bathurft,  and  the  Earl  of 
Bath,  which  laft  nobleman  declared,  that  he  conli- 
dercd it  as  an  a6l  of  cowardice  and  meannefs,  to  fall 
paffively  down  the  ftream  of  popularity,  to  fufFer  his 
reafon  and  integrity  to  be  overborne  by  the  noife  of 
vulgar  clamours,  which  had  been  raifed  againft  the 
memires  of  government  by  the  low  arts  of  exagge- 
ration, fallacious  reafonings,  and  partial  reprefenta- 
'lions.    Xhis  is  the  very  language  which  Sir  Robert 
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Walpole  had  often  ufed  againil  Mr.  Pulteney  and  hw  c H  ap. 
confederates  in  the  Honfe  of  Commons.     The  aflb-  y^}^ 
dates  of  the  new  Secretary  pleaded  the  caufc  of     17487 
Hanover,  and  iniifted  upon  the  neccffity  of  a  land- 
war  againg  France,  with  all  the  vehemence  of  decla- 
mation.     Their   fuggeftions   were  anfwercd ;  their 
conduct  was  feverely  ftigmatifcd  by  the  Earl  of  Chef- 
terfield,  who  obfened,  that  the  aflcmbllng  an  army 
in  Flanders,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  States- 
General,,  or  any  other  power  engaged  by  treaty,  or 
bound  by  intereft,  to  lupport  the  Queen  of  Hiui- 
gary,  was  a  rafh  and  ridiculous  meafure :  the  taking  - 
fixteen  thoufand  Hanoverians  into  Britifh  pay,  with- 
out confulting  the  Parliament,  feemed  highly  dero- 
gatory to  the  rights  and  dignity  of  the  great  council 
of  the  nation,  and  a  very  dangerous  precedent  to 
future  times :  that  thefe  troops  could  not  be  em- 
ployed againft  the  Emperor,  whom  they  had  already 
recognized :  that    the  arms  and  wealth  of  Britain 
alone  were  altogether  infufficient  to  raife  the  Houfe 
•f  Auftria  to  its  former  ilrength,  dominion,  and  in- 
fluence :  that  the  aflembling  an  army  in  Flanders 
would  engage  the  nation  as  principals  in  an  expen- 
live  and  ruinous  war,  with  a  power  which  it  ought 
not  to  proToke,  and  could  not  pretend  to  withfiand 
in  that  manner :  that  while  Great-Britain  exhaufled 
hcrfelf  almoft  to  ruin,    in    purfuance  of  fchemes 
founded  on  engagements  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary, 
the  Eledlorate  of  Hanover,  though  under  the  fame 
engagements^  and  governed  by  the  fame  Prince,  did 
oot  appear  to  contribute  any  thing  as  an  ally  to  her 
affiftance,  but  was  paid  by  Great- Britain  for  all  the 
forces  it  had  fent  ihto  the  field,  at  a  very  exorbitant 
price:  that  nothing  could  be  more  ablurd  and  ini- 
quitous than  to  hire  thefe  niei^cenaries,  while  a  nu- 
merous army  lay  inadlive  at  home,  and  the  narion 
groaned  under  fuch  intolerable  burthens.     "  It  may 
"  be  proper  (added  he)  to  repeat  what  may  be  for- 
"  gotten  in  the  multitude  of  other  objedts,  that  this 
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nation,  after  having  exalted  the  Eledlor  of  Ha- 
nover from  a  flate  of  obfcurity,  to  ^he  crown,  is 
7^]^^  "  condemned  to  hire  the  troops  of  tb^t  eIe6lorate 
"  to  fight  their  own  caufe ;  to  hire  thcn^i  at  a  rate 
"  which  was  never  demanded  before  ;  and  to  pay 
"  levy-money  for  them,  though,  it  is  known  to  all 
"  Europe  that  they  were  not  raifed  for  this  occa- 
^\  lion."  All  the  partifansof  the  old  miniflry  joined 
in  the  oppolition  to  Earl  Stanhope's  motion,  which 
was  rejected  by  tlie  majority.  Then  the  Earl  of 
Scarborough  moved  for  an  addrefs,  to  approve  of 
the  meafures  which  had  been  taken  on  the  continent ; 
and  this  was  likewife  carried  by  dint  of  numbers.  It 
was  nor,  however,  a  very  eligible  vi6iory  :  what 
they  gained  in  Parliament  they  loft  with  the  people. 
The  new  minifters  became  more  odious  ihan  their 
predcceflbrs ;  and  that  people  began  to  think  pub- 
lick  virtue  was  an  empty  name. 

^  XXXVI.  But  the  moft  fevere  oppofition  they 
underwent  was  in  their  endeavours  to  lupport  a  bill 
which  they  had  concerted,  and  which  had  pailed 
through  the  Houfe  of  Commons  with  great  preci- 
pitation :  it  repealed  certain  duties  on  fpintuous 
liquors  and  licences  for  retailing  the  liquors ;  and 
impofed  others  at  an  eafy  rate.  When  ^ofe  fevere 
duties,  amounting  almoft  to  a  prohibition,  were  im- 
pofed, the  populace  of  London  were  funk  into  the 
moft  brutal  degeneracy,  by  drinking  to  excefs  the 
penicious  fpirit  called  Gin,  which  was  fold  fo  cheap 
that  the  loweft  clafs  of  the  people  could  afford  to 
indulge  themfelves  in  one  continued  ftate  of  intoxi- 
cation, to  the  deftru61ion  of  all  morals,  induftry, 
and  order.  Such  a  fliameful  degree  of  profligacy 
prevailed,  that  the  retailers  of  this  poifonous  com- 
pound fet  up  painted  boards  in  publick,  inviting 
people  to  he  drunk  for  the  fmall  expence  of  one 
penny  ;  aflTuring  them  they  might  be  dead  drunk  for 
two-pence,  and  have  ftraw  for  nothing.  They  ac- 
cordingly provided  cellars  and  places  ftrcwed  with 

ftraw. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


GEORGE   II.  ]01 

ftraw,  to  which  they  conveyed  thofe  wretches  who  CHAP, 
were  overwhelmed  with  intoxication.  In  thefe  dif-  ^  ^^^'  j 
mal  caverns  they  lay  until  tbey  recovered  fome  ufe  ^742!''^ 
of  their  faculties,  and  then  they  had  recourfe  to  the 
fame  mifchievous  potion ;  thus  confuming  their 
health,  and  ruining  their  families,  in  hideous  recep- 
tacles of  the  mod  filthy  vice,  refounding  with  riot, 
execration,  and  blafphemy.  Such  beaftly  pradlices 
too  plainly  denoted  a  total  want  of  all  policy  and 
civil  regulations,  and  would  have  reflefled  difgrace 
upon  the  moft  barbarous  community.  In  order  to 
rcftrain  this  evil,  which  was  become  intolerable,  the 
Lcgiflature  enabled  that  law  which  we  have  already 
mentioned.  But  the  populace  foon  broke  through  all 
rcftraint.  Though  no  licence  was  obtained,  and  no 
duty  paid,  the  liquor  continued  to  be  fold  in  all 
comers  of  the  ftreets  :  informers  were  intimidated 
by  the  threats  of  the  people ;  and  the  juftices  of  the 
peace,  either  from  indolence  or  corruption,  negledled 
to  put  the  law  in  execution.  The  new  minifters 
forefaw  that  a  great  revenue  would  accrue  to  the 
Crown  from  a  repeal  of  this  a6l ;  and  this  meafure 
they  thought  they  might  the  more  decently  take,  as 
the  law  had  proved  ineffedlual :  for  it  appeared  that 
the  confumption  of  gin  had  confiderably  incrcafed 
every  year  fince  thofe  heavy  duties  were  impofed. 
They,  therefore,  pretended,  that  Ihould  the  price  of 
the  liquor  be  moderately  raifed,  and  licences  granted 
at  twenty  {hillings  each  to  the  retailers,  the  loweft 
clafs  of  people  would  be  debarred  the  ufe  of  it  to  ex- 
cefs  :  their  morals  would  of  confequence  be  mended ; 
and  a  confiderable  fum  of  m.oney  might  be  raifed 
for  the  fupport  of  the  war,  by  mortgaging  the  re- 
venue arinng  firom  the  duty  and  the  licences.  Upon 
thefe  maxims  the  new  bill  was  founded,  and  paflfed 
through  the  Lower  Houfe  without  oppofition  :  but 
among  the  Peers  it  produced  the  moll  obftinatc  dif- 
pute  whi(:h  had  happened  fince  the  beginning  of  this 
Parliament.     The  firft  aflault  it  fuftaincd  was  from 
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BOOK  Lord  Hcrvcy,  who  had  been  divefled of  his  pod  of 
s.^'j  Privy-feal,  which  was  beftowed  on  Lord  Gower ; 
^[^427  and  thefc  two  noblemen  exchanged  principles  from 
that  inftant.  The  firft  was  hardened  into  a  fturdy 
patriot ;  the  other  fuppled  into  an  obfequious  cour- 
tier. Lord  Hervey  on  this  occafion  made  a  florid 
harangue  upon  the  pernicious  efFe6ts  of  that  deftruc- 
tive  fpirit  they  were  about  to  let  loofe  upon  their 
fellow-creatures.  Several  prelates  expatiated  on  the 
fame  topicks :  but  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield  attacked 
the  bill  with  the  united  powers  of  reafon,  wit,  and 
ridicule.  Lord  Carteret,  Lord  Bathurft,  and  the 
Earl  of  Bath,  were  numbered  anw)ng  its  advocates ; 
and  Ihrewd  arguments  were  advanced  on  both  fides 
of  the  queftion.  After  very  long,  warm,  and  re* 
peated  debates,  the  bill  pafled  without  amendments, 
though  the  whole  bench  of  bifhops  voted  againft  it ; 
and  we  cannot  help  owning,  that  it  has  not  been 
attended  with  thofe  difmal  confequences  which  the 
Lords  in  the  oppofition  foretold.  When  the  ques- 
tion was  put  for  committing  this  bill,  and  the  Earl 
of  Chefterfield  (aw  the  Biftiops  join  in  his  divifion, 
**  I  am  in  doubt  (faid  he)  whether  I  have  not  got 
•*  on  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion  ;  for  I  have  not 
**  had  the  honour  to  divide  with  fo  many  lawn 
'^  fleeves  for  feveral  years." 

^  XXXVIL  By  the  report  of  the  fecret  com- 
mittee it  appeared  that  th6  then  minifter  had  com- 
menced prolecutions  againft  the  mayors  of  boroughs 
who  oppofed  his  influence  in  the  elections  of  mem- 
bers of  Parliament.  Thefe  profecutions  were  found 
on  ambiguities  in  charters,  or  trivial  informalities  in 
the  choice  of  maglftrates.  An  appeal  on  fuch  a 
procefs  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ;  and 
this  evil  falling  under  confideration,  a  bill  was  pre- 
pared for  fecuring  the  independency  of  corporations  2 
but  a£  it  tended  to  diminiin  the  influence  of  the  mi-, 
niftry,  they  argued  againft  it  with  their  ufual  eager- 
ifefs  and  fuccefs ;  and  it  was  rejected  on  a  divifion. 
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The  mutiny  bill  and  feveral  others  pafled  through  CHAP. 
both  Houfcs.  The  Commons  granted  fupplies  to  ^^^}lj 
the  amount  of  fix  millions,  raifed  by  the  land-tax,  1742!"^ 
the  malt-tax,*  duties  on  fpirituous  liquors,  and  li- 
cences, and  a  loan  from  the  finking  fund.  In  two 
years  the  national  debt  had  fufFered  an  increafe  of 
two  millions  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  OnAn.  1743. 
the  twenty-firft  day  of  April  the  feflion  was  clofed 
in  the  ufual  manner.  The  King  in  his  fpcech  to  both 
Houfes,  told  them  that,  at  the  requifition  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  he  had  ordered  his  army,  in 
conjundion  with  the  Auftrians,  to  pafs  the  Rhinft 
for  her  fupport  and  aflSftance:  that  he  continued 
one  fquadron  of  fhips  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
another  in  the  Weft- Indies.  He  thanked  the  Com- 
mons for  the  ample  fupplies  they  had  granted ;  and 
declared  it  was  the  fixed  purpofe  of  his  heart  to  pro- 
mote the  true  intereft  and  happinefs  of  his  kmg- 
doms.  Immediately  after  the  prorogation  of  Par- 
liament he  embarked  for  Germany,  accompanied  by 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  Lord  Carteret,  and  other 
perfons  of  diftindion. 

§  XXXVI II.  At  this  period  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary feemed  to  triumph  over  all  her  enemies.  The 
French  were  driven  out  of  Bohemia  and  part  of  the 
Upper  Palatinate ;  and  their  forces  under  Marefchal 
Broglio  were  pofted  on  the  Danube.  Prince  Charles 
of  Lorraine,  at  the  head  of  the  Auftrian  army,  en- 
tered Bavaria ;  and  in  April  obtained  a  vi6tory  over 
a  body  of  Bavarians  at  Braunau  :  at  the  fame  time, 
three  bodies  of  Croatians  penetrating  through  the 
paflfes  of  the  Tyroleze,  ravaged  the  whole  country 
to  the  very  gates  of  Munich.  The  Emperor  prefled 
the  French  General  to  hazard  a  battle;  but  he  refufed 
to  run  the  rifque,  through  he  had  received  a  ftrong 
reinforcement  from  France.  His  Imperial  Majefty, 
thinking  himfelf  unfafe  in  Munich,  rcrired  to  Augf- 
burgh  :  Marefchal  Seckendorf  retreated  with  the 
Bavarian  troops  to  Ingoldftadt,  where  he  was  after- 
5  warda 


Digitized 


by  Google 


104  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

BOOK  wards  joined  by  Marefchal  Broglio,  whofe  troops 
y^'j  had  in  this  retreat  been  purfued  and  terribly  harafled 
^^4^  by  the  Auftrian  cavalry  and  huflars.  Prince  Charles 
had  opened  a  free  communication  with  Munich, 
which  now  for  the  third  time  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Queen  of  Hungary.  Her  arms  likewife  reduced 
Friedberg  and  Landfperg,  while  Prince  Charles 
continued  to  purfue  the  French  to  Donawert,  where 
they  were  joined  by  twelve  thoufand  men  from  the 
Rhine.  Broglio  flill  avoided  an  engagement,  and 
retreated  before  the  enemy  to  Hailbron.  The  Em- 
peror being  thus  abandoned  by  his  allies,  and  ftrip'- 
ped  of  all  his  dominions,  repaired  to  Franckfort, 
where  he  liVed  in  indigence  and  obfcurity.  He  now 
made  advances  towards  an  accommodation  with  the 
Queen  of  Hungary.  His  General,  Seckendorf, 
had  an  interview  withXount  Khevenhuller  at  the 
convent  of  Lowerfconfield,  where  a  convention  was 
figned.  This  treaty  imported,  That  the  Emperor 
fhould  remain  neuter  during  the  continuance  of  the 
prefent  war ;  and,  That  his  troops  fljould  be  quar- 
tered in  Franconia :  That  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
fhould  keep  pofleflion  of  Bavaria  till  the  peace : 
That  Braunau  and  Scarding  ftiould  be  delivered  up 
to  the  Auftrians  :  That  the  French  garrifon  of  In- 
goldfladt  fhould  be  permitted  to  withdraw,  and  be 
replaced  by  Bavarians ;  but  that  the  Auftrian  Ge- 
nerals fhould  be  put  in  pofleflion  of  all  the  artiller)% 
magazines,  and  warlike  ftores  belonging  to  the 
French,  which  fhould  be  found  in  the  place.  The 
Governors  of  Egra  and  Ingoldftadt  refiifing  to  ac* 
quiefce  in  the  capitulation,  the  Auftrians  had  recourfe 
to  the  operations  of  war ;  and  both  places  were  re- 
duced. In  Ingoldftadt  they  found  all  the  Empe- 
ror's domeftick  treafure,  jewels,  plate,  pi6tures, 
cabinets,  and  curiofities,  with  the  archives  of  the 
rioufe  of  Bavaria,  the  moft  valuable  effects  belong- 
ing to  the  nobility  of  that  eleclorate,  a  prodigious 
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train  of  artillery,   and  a-vaft  quantity  of  provifions,  CHAP, 
arms  and  anamunition.  v^^^* 

§  XXXIX.  The  French  King,  baffled  in  all  the^^ 
efforts  he  had  hitherto  made  for  the  fupport  of  the 
Emperor,  ordered  his  minifter  at  Franckfort  to  de- 
liver a  declaration  to  the  diet,  profeffing  himfelf  ex- 
tremely well  pleafed  to  hear  they  intended  to  inter- 
pofe  their  mediation  for  terminating  the  war.  He 
laid,  he  was  no  lefs  fatisficd  with  the  treaty  of  neu- 
trality which  the  Emperor  had  concluded  with  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  ;  an  event  of  which  he  was  no 
fooner  informed,  than  he  had  ordered  his  troops  to 
return  to  the  frontiers  of  his  dominions,  that  the 
Germanick  body  might  be  convinced  of  his  equity 
and  moderation.  To  this  declaration  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  anfwered  in  a  refcript,  that  the  defign  of 
France  was  to  embarrafs  her  affairs,  and  deprive 
her  of  the  afliftance  of  her  allies  :  that  the  Elector 
of  Bavaria  could  not  be  confidered  as  a  neutral  party 
in' his  own  caufe  :  that  the  mediation  of  the  empire 
could  only  produce  a  peace  either  with  or  without 
the  concurrence  of  France  :  that  in  the  former  cafe 
no  folid  peace  could  be  expelled  ;  in  the  latter,  it 
was  eafy  to  forefee,  that  France  would  pay  no  re- 
gard to  a  peace  in  which  fhe  fhould  have  no  con- 
cern. She  affirmed,  that  the  aim  of  the  French 
King  was  folely  to  gain  time  to  repair  his  lofles, 
that  he  might  afterwards  revive  the  troubles  of  the 
empire.  The  Ele<ftor  of  Mentz,  who  had  favoured 
the  Emperor,  was  now  dead,  and  his  fucceflbr  in- 
clined to  the  Auftrian  intereft.  He  allowed  this 
refcript  to  be  entered  in  the  journal  of  the  Diet,  to- 
gether with  the  protefts  which  had  been  tnade  when 
the  vote  of  Bohemia  was  fupprefled  in  the  late  elec- 
tion. The  Emperor  complained  in  a  circular  letter 
of  this  tranfadlion,  as  a  ftroke  levelled  at  his  Im- 
perial dignity;  and  it  gave  rife  to  a  warm  difpute 
^mong  the  members  of  the  Germanick  body.  Seve- 
ral Princes  rcfented  the  haughty  condu6V,  and  began 
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B  OO  K  to  be  alarmed  at  the  fucceis  of  the  Houfc  of  Aaflria; 

s^J^y^  while  others  pitied  the  deplorable  fituation  of  the 

^74^  Emperor.    The  Kings  of  Grreat-Britain  and  Pruf- 

lia,  as  £Ie(5tor8  of  Hanover  and  Brandenburgh^  ef- 

Koufed  oppofite  fides  in  this  conteft.  His  Pruflian 
dajefty  protefted  againft  the  inveftiture  of  the  duchy 
of  Saxe  Lawenburgh,  claimed  by  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain  :  he  had  an  mterview  with  CJeneral  Scckendorf 
at  Anfpach ;  and  was  faid  to  have  privately  idfitcd 
the  Emperor  at  Franckfort. 

^  XL.  The  troops  which  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain  had  ailembled  in  the  Netherlands,  began 
their  march  for  the  Rhine  in  the  latter  end  of  Fe- 
bruary; and  in  May  they  encamped  near  Hoech  on 
the  river  Mayne,  under  the  command  of  the  Earl 
of  Stair.  This  nobleman  fent  Major-Genend  Bland 
to  Franckfort,  with  a  compliment  to  the  Emperor, 
aiiiiring  him,  in  the  name  of  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jefty,  that  the  refpedl  owing  to  his  dignity  (hould 
not  be  violated,  nor  the  place  of  his  relidence  dif- 
turbed.  Notwithftanding  this  ailiirance,  the  Em- 
peror retired  to  Munich,  though  he  was  afterwards 
compelled  to  return,  by  the  fuccefs  of  the  Auilrians 
in  Bavaria.  The  French  King,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  jundlion  of  the  Britilh  forces  with  Prince  Charles 
of  Lorraine,  ordered  the  Marefchal  de  Noailles  to 
aflcmble  fixty  thouCmd  men  upon  the  Mayne  ;  while 
Coigny  was  fent  into  Alface  with  a  numerous  army^ 
to  defend  that  province,  and  oppofe  Prince  Charles, 
ihould  he  attempt  to  pafs  the  Rhine.  The  Ma- 
refchal de  Noailles,  having  fecured  the  towns  of 
Spire,  Worms,  arid  Oppenhcim,  pafTcd  the  Rhine 
in  the  beginning  of  June,  and  pofted  himfelf  on  the 
caft  fide  of  that  river,  above  Franckfort.  The  Earl 
of  Stair  advanced  towards  him,  and  encamped  at 
Killenbach,  between  the  river  Mayne  and  the  foreft 
of  D'Armftadt:  from  this  fituation  he  made  a  mo* 
tion  to  AfchaflTenburgh,  with  a  view  to  fecure  the 
navigation  of  the  Upper  Mayne ;  but  he  was  anti- 
cipated 
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cipitatedby  the  enemy,  who  lay  on  the  other  fide  of  chap. 
the  river,  and  had  taken  pofleffion  of  the  pofts  Vli. 
above,  fo  as  to  intercept  all  fupplies.  They  were^^)^^ 
polled  on  the  other  fide  of  the  nver,  oppofite  to  the 
Allies,  whofc  camp  they  overlooked ;  and  they  found 
means  by  their  parties  and  other  precautions,  to  cut 
(^the  communication  by  water  between  Franck- 
fort  and  the  Confederates.  The  Duke  of  Cumber- 
land had  already  come  to  make  his  firft  campaign, 
and  bis  Majefty  arrived  in  the  camp  on  the  ninth 
day  of  June.  He  found  his  army,  amounting  to 
above  forty  thoufand  men,  in  danger  of  ftarving ; 
be  received  intelligence,  that  a  reinforcement  of 
twelve  thoufand  Hanoverians  and  Heiiians  had 
reached  Hanau  :  and  he  refolved  to  march  thither, 
both  with  a  view  to  efFed  the  jun6Hon,  and  to  pro- 
cure provilion  for  his  forces.  With  this  view  he 
decamped  on  the  twenty-fixth  ,day  of  June.  He 
had  no  fooner  quitted  Afchaffenburgh,  than  it  was 
fcized  by  the  French  General :  he  had  not  marched 
above  three  leagues,  when  he  perceived  the  enemy, 
to  the  number  of  thirty  thoufand,  had  paflcd  the 
river  farther  down,  at  Selidgenftadt,  and  were  drawn 
up  in  order  of  battle  at  the  village  of  Detringen,  to 
difpute  his  paflage.  Thus  he  found  himfelf  cooped 
up  in  a  very  dangerous  (ituarion.  The  enemy  had 
poflcflcd  themfclves  of  Afchaffenburgh  behind,  fo 
as  to  prevent  his  retreat :  his  troops  were  confined 
in  a  narrow  plain,  bounded  by  hills  and  woods  on 
the  right,  flanked  on  the  left  by  the  river  Mayne, 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  which  the  French  had  ere61ed 
batteries  that  annoyed  the  Allies  on  their  march  :  in 
the  firont  a  confiderable  part  of  the  French  army 
was  drawn  up,  with  a  narrow  pafs  before  them,  the  . 
village  of  Dettingcn  on  their  riglit,  a  wood  on  their 
left,  and  a  morafs  in  the  center.  Thus  environed, 
the  Confederates  mufl  either  have  fought  at  a  very 
great  diladvantage,  or  furrendered  themfelvcs  pri- 
loners  of  war,  had  not  the  Duke  de  Gramont,  who 
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BOOK  commanded   the    enemy,    been  inftigated    by  the 
1^-    ^  fpirit   of  madnels  to  forego  thefe  advantages.     He 

^^4^  pafled  the  defile,  and  advancing  towards  the  Allies, 
a  battle  enfued.     The  French  horfe  charged   with 
great  impetuofity,  and  fome  regiments  of  Britifh  ca- 
valry were  put  in  difordep.  but  the  infantry  of  the 
Allies  behaved  with  fuch  intrepidity  and  deliberation, 
under  the  eye  of  their  Sovereign,  as  foon  determined 
the  fate  of  the  day  :  the  French  were  obliged  to  give 
way,   and  repafs  the  Mayne  with  great  precipitation, 
having  loft  above  five  thoufandj  men  killed,  wound- 
ed, or  taken.     Had  they  been  properly  purfued  be- 
fore they  recoUedled  themfelves  from  their  firft  con- 
fufion,  in  all  probability  they  would  have  fuftained 
a  total  overthrow.     The  Earl  of  Stair  propofed  that 
a  body  of  cavalry  fhould  be  detached  on  this  fervice; 
but  his  advice  was  over-ruled.     The  lofs  of  the  Al- 
lies in  this  a61ion  amounted  to  two  thoufand   men. 
The  Generals  Clayton  and  Monroy  were  killed  :  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  exhibited  uncommon 
proofs  of  courage,  was  (hot  through  the  calf  of  the 
leg  :  the  Earl  of   Albermarle,  General  Hufke,  and 
fevefal  other  officers  of  diftindiion,  were  wounded. 
The  King  expofed  his  perfon  to  a  fevere  fire  of  can 
non  as  well  as  mufquetry  :  he  rode   bfetween   the 
firft  and  fecond   lines  with   his  fword  drawn,  and 
encouraged  the  troops  to  fight  for  the  honour  of 
England.     Immediately  after  the  adlion  he  conti^ 
nued  his  march   to  Hanau,  were  he  was  joined   by 
the  reinforcement.     The  Earl  of  Stair  fent  a  trum- 
pet to  Marefchal  de  Noailles,  recommending  to  his 
protection  the  fick  and  wounded  that  were  left  on 
the   field  of  battle :  and  thefe  the  French  General 
treated  with  great  care  and  tendernefs.     Such  gene- 
rofity  foftens  the  rigours  of  war,  and  does  honour 
to  humanity. 

§  XLI.  The  two  armies  continued  on  different 
fides  of  the  river  till  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  when 
the  French    General    receiving    intelligence    that 
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Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  had  approached  the  chap. 
Neckar,  he  fuddenly  retired,  and  repalTed  the  Rhine  VII. 
between  Worms  and  Oppenheim.  The  King  of  \j4^ 
Great- Britain  was  vifited  by  Prince  Charles  and 
Count  Khevenhuller  at  Hanau,  where  the  future 
operations  of  the  campaign  were  regulated.  On  the 
twenty-feventh  day  of  Auguft,  the  allied  army  paf- 
fed  the  Rhine  at  Mentz,  and  the  King  fixed  his  head- 
quarters in  the  epifcopal  palace  at  Worms.  Here 
the  forces  lay  encamped  till  the  latter  end  of  Sep- 
tember, when  they  advanced  to  Spire,  where  they 
were  joined  by  twenty  thoufand  Dutch  auxiliaries 
from  the  Netherlands.  Marefchal  Noailles  having 
retreated  into  Upper  Alface,  the  Allies  took  poflef- 
fion  of  Germerftieim,  and  demolifhed  the  entrench- 
ments which  the  enemy  had  raifed  on  the  Queich  ; 
then  they  returned  to  Mentz,  and  in  06lober  were 
diftributed  into  winter-quarters,  after  an  inactive 
campaign  that  redounded  very  little  to  the  honour 
of  thofe  by  whom  the  motions  of  the  army  were  con- 
du6led.  In  September  a  treaty  had  been  conclud- 
ed at  Worms  between  his  Britannick  Majefty, 
the  King  of  Sardinia,  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary. 
She  engaged'  to  maintain  thirty  thoufand  men  in 
Italy:  the  King  of  Sardinia  obliged  himfelf  to  em- 
ploy forty  thoufand  infantry  and  five  thoufand  horfe, 
in  confideration  of  his  commanding  the  combined 
army,  and  receiving  an  annual  fubfidy  of  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  from  Great-Britain.  As  a 
further  gratification,  the  Queen  yielded  to  him  the 
city  of  Placentia,  with  feveral  diftri6\s  in  the  duchy 
of  Pavi,  and  in  the  Novarefe:  and  all  her  right  and 
pretenfions  to  Final,  at  prefent  pofleflcd  by  the  re- 
publick  of  Genoa,  which  they  hoped  would  give  it 
up,  on  being  repaid  the  purchafe-money,  amount- 
ing to  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  This  fum 
the  King  of  England  promifed  to  difburfe ;  and 
moreover  to  maintain  a  ftrong  fquadron  in  the  Me- 
diterranean^ the  Commander  of  which  (hould  a6l  in 
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BOOK  concert  with  his  Sardinian  Majefty.  Finally,  the 
^  ^ ^'  ,  contracting  powers  agreed,  that  Final  (hould  be 
i^i^  conftitutcd  a  free-  port,  like  that  of  Leghorn.  No- 
thing could  be  more  unjuft  than  this  treaty,  by 
which  the  Genoefe  were  negociated  out  of  their  pro- 
perty. They  had  purchafcd  the  niarquifate  of  Fi- 
nal of  the  late  Emperor  for  a  valuable  confideration, 
and  the  purchafe  had  been  guaranteed  by  Great- 
Britain.  It  could  not,  therefore,  be  expeded  that 
they  would  part  with  this  acquifition  to  a  Prince 
whofe  power  they  thought  already  too  formidable ; 
efpecially,  on  condition  of  its  being  made  a  free- 
porr,  to  the  prejudice  of  their  own  commerce.  Thcv 
prefented  remonftrances  againft  this  article,  by  their 
minifters  at  the  Courts  of  London,  Vienna,  and 
Turin;  and,  as  very  little  regard  was  paid  to  their' 
reprefentations,  they  threw  themfelves  into  the  arms 
of  France  and  Spain  for  protedlion. 

§  XLII.  After  the  battle  of  Dettingen,  Colonel 
Mentzel,  at  the  head  of  a  large  body  of  irregulars 
belonging  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  made  an  irrup- 
tion into  Lorraine,  part  of  which  they  ravaged 
without  mercy.  In  September  Prince  Chanes, 
with  the  Auftrian  Army,  entered  the  Brifgaw,  and 
attempted  to  pafs  the  Rhine;  but  Marefchai  Coigny 
had  taken  fuch  precautions  for  guarding  it  on  the 
other  iide,  that  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  de- 
lign,  and  marching  back  into  the  Upper  Palati- 
nate, quartered  his  troops  in  that  country,  and  in 
Bavaria.  By  this  time  the  Earl  of  Stair  had  foli- 
cited  and  obtained  leave  to  refign  his  command. 
He  had  for  fome  time  thought  himfelf  neglefted ; 
and  was  unwilling  that  his  reputation  (hould  fuffer 
on  account  of  meafures  in  which  he  had  no  concern. 
In  Odlober  the  King  of  Great- Britain,  returned  to 
Hanover,  and  the  army  feparated.  The  troops  in 
Britifh  pay  marched  back  to  the  Netherlands,  and 
the  reft  took  their  route  to  their  refped^ive  coimtrie$. 
The  States- General  flill  wavered  between  their  own 
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immediate  intereft  and  their  dcfire  to  fupport  the  chap. 
Houfe  of  Auftria.     At  length,  however,  tney  fup-     ^*^y 
plied  her  with  a  fubfidy,  and  ordered  twenty  thou-  ^^^^^4^^ 
iand  men  to  march  to  her  affiftance,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  intrigues  of  the  Marquis  de  Fenelon,  the 
French  Ambaflador  at  the  Hague,  and  the  decla- 
ration of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  who  difapproved  of 
this  meafure,  and  rcfufed  them  a  pafloge  through  his 
territories  to  the  Rhine. 

&  XLIII.  Sweden  was  filled  with  difcontents,  and 
divided  into  fadtions.  The  Generals  Bodenbrock 
and  Lewenhaupt  were  beheaded,  having  been  facri- 
ficed  as  fcape-goats  for  the  miniftry.  Some  unfuc- 
cefsful  efforts  by  fea  and  land  were  made  againft 
the  RufEans.  At  laft  the  peace  of  Abo  was  con- 
cluded; and  the  Duke  of  Holftein-Utin,  uncle  to 
the  fucceflbr  of  the  Ruffian  throne,  was  chofen  as 
next  heir  to  the  crown  of  Sweden.  A  party  had 
been  formed  in  favour  of  the  Prince  of  Denmark ; 
and  the  order  of  the  peafants  actually  elected  him  as 
fucceflbr.  The  debates  in  the  college  of  nobles  rofe 
to  a  very  dangerous  degree  of  animofity,  and  were 
appeafed  by  an  harangue  in  Swedifli  verfe,  which 
one  of  the  fenators  pronounced.  The  peafants 
yielded  the  point,  and  the  fucceffion  was  fettled  on 
the  Duke  of  Holflein.  Denmark,  inftigated  by 
French  councils,  began  to  make  preparations  of 
war  againfl  Sweden :  but  a  body  of  Ruffian  auxilia- 
ries arriving  in  that  kingdom,  under  the  command 
of  General  Keith,  and  the  Czarina  declaring  fhe 
would  aflift  the  Swedes  with  her  whole  force,  the 
King  of  Denmark  thought  proper  to  difarm.  It  had 
been  an  old  maxim  of  French  policy  to  embroil 
the  courts  of  the  North,  that  they  might  be  too 
much  employed  at  home  to  intermeddle  in  the  affairs 
of  Germany,  while  France  was  at  war  with  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria.  The  good  underftanding  between  the 
Czarina  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary  was  at  this  pe- 
riod deftroyed,  in  confequence  of  a  confpiracy  which 
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had  been  formed  by  fome  perfons  of  diftindtion  at 
the,  Court  of  Peterfburgh,  for  removing  the  Emprefs 
"^^y^  EHzabeth,  and  recalling  the  Princefs  Anne  to  the 
adminiftration.  This  defign  being  difcovered,  the 
principal  confpirators  were  corporally  punifhed,  and 
fent  in  exile  to  Siberia.  The  Marquis  de  Botta,  the 
Auftrian  Minifter,  who  had  refided  at  the  Court  of 
the  Czarina,  was  fufpe6led  of  having  been  concerned 
in  the  plot ;  though  the  grounds  of  this  fufpicion 
did  dot  appear  till  after  he  was  recalled,  and  fent 
as  Ambaflador  to  the  Court  of  Berlin.  The  Em- 
prefs demanded  fatisfadion  of  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary, who  appointed  commiffioners  to  enquire  to 
his  condu6l,  and  he  was  acquitted :  but  the  Czarina 
was  not  at  all  fatisfied  of  his  innocence.  In  Fe- 
bruary a  defenfive  treaty  of  alliance  was  concluded 
between  this  Princefs  and  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain. 

§  XLI V.  By  this  time  France  was  deprived  of  her 
ableft  minifter,  in  the  death  of  the  Cardinal  de  Fleu- 
ry,  who  had  for  many  years  managed  the  affairs  of 
that  kingdom.  He  is  faid  to  have  pglicfled  a  lively 
genius,  and  an  infinuating  addrefs;  to  have  been  re- 
gular in  his  deportment,  and  moderate  in  his  difpo- 
lition;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  has  been  branded  as 
deceitful,  diflembhng  and  vindi61ive.  His  fcheme 
of  politicks  was  altogether  pacifick:  he  endeavoured 
to  accompHfh  his  purpofes  by  raifing  and  fomenting 
intrigues  at  foreign  courts:  he  did  not  feem  to  pay 
much  regard  to  the  military  glory  of  France ;  and 
he  too  much  neglected  the  naval  power  of  that  king- 
dom. Since  Broglio  was  driven  out  of  Germany, 
the  French  Court  afFecSed  uncommon  moderation. 
They  pretended  that  their  troops  had  only  ac^ed  as 
auxiliaries  while  they  remained  in  the  Empire;  being, 
however,  apprehenfive  of  an  irruption  into  their  owrt 
dominions,  they  declared,  that  thofe  troops  were  no 
longer  to  be  confidered  in  that  light,  but  as  fubjedh 
adling  in  the  fervice  of  France.     The  campaign  in 
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ftaly  proved  unfevourable  to  the  Spaniards.  Ill  the  CHAP, 
beginning  of  February  Count  Gages,  who  com-  kJ^Il^ 
manded  the  Spanifh  army  in  the  Bologncfe,  amount-  17437 
ing  to  four-and-twenty  thoufand  men,  pafled  the 
Penaro,  and  advanced  to  Campo-Santo^  where  he 
encountered  the  Imperial  and  Piedmontcfe  forcesj 
commanded  by  the  Counts  Traun  and  Afpremontk 
The  ftrength  of  the  two  armies  was  nearly  cquaL 
The  a6lion  was  obftinate  and  bloody,  though  inde- 
cifive.  The  Spaniards  loft  about  four  thoufand  men 
killed,  wounded,  or  taken.  The  damage  fuftained 
by  the  Confederates  was  not  quite  fo  great.  Some 
cannon  and  colours  were  taken  on  both  iides ;  and 
each  claimed  the  vi^lory.  Count  Gages  repafled 
the  Penaro;  retreated  fuddenly  from  Bologna;  and 
marched  to  Rhimini  in  the  Ecclefiaftical  State,  where 
he  fortified  his  camp  in  an  advantageous  (ituation, 
after  having  fufFered  feverely  by  defertion.  Count 
Traun  remained  inactive  in  the  Modenefe  till  Sep* 
tember,  when  he  refigned  his  command  to  Prince 
Lobkowitz.  This  General  entered  the  Bolognefe  in 
Oi^lobcr,  and  then  advanced  towards  Count  Gages, 
who,  with  his  forces,  now  reduced  to  feven  thou- 
fand, retreated  to  Fano ;  but  afterwards  took  pof- 
feilion  of  Pefaro,  and  fortified  all  the  pafles  of  the 
river  Foglia.  The  feafon  was  far  advanced  before 
the  Spaniih  troops,  ccmmanded  by  Don  Philip,  in 
Savoy,  entered  upon  action.  In  all  probability,  the 
Courts  of  Verfailles  and  Madrid  carried  on  fome 
private  negociarion  with  the  King  of  Sardinia.  This 
expedient  failing,  Don  Philip  decamped  from  Cham- 
berri  in  the  latter  end  of  Auguft,  and  defiling 
through  Dauphine  towards  Briancon,  was  joined  by 
the  Prince  of  Conti,  at  the  head  of  twenty  thoufand 
French  auxiliaries.  Thus  reinforced,  he  attacked 
the  Picdmontefc  lines  at  Chateau- Dauphin^ ;  but 
was  repulfed  in  feveral  attempts,  and  obliged  to 
retreat  with  confiderable  lofs.  The  French  efta- 
bliihed  their  winter-quarters  irt  Dauphin^  and  Pro* 
VOL.  III.  I  vence; 
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BOOK  veiic6;    and  the  Spaniards  maintained  their  footing 
l^-      i^i  3^oy. 

^^  §  XLV.  The  Britifli  fleet,  commanded  by  Admi-p 
Fal  Matthews,  over-aj\ved  all  the  States  that  bordered 
op  the  Mediterranean.  This  officer,  about  the  end 
of  June,  underllanding  that  fourteen  xebecks,  ladea 
with  artillery  and  amraunition  for  the  Spanifh  army, 
had  arrived  at  Genoa,  failed  thither  from  the  road 
of  Hieres,  aixl,  demanded  of  the  pepyblick.  that 
they  would  cither  oblige  thefe  veflels  with  the  ftorcs 
to  quit  their  harbour,  or  fequefler  their  lading  until 
a  general  peace  fhouW  be  eftabliflied.  After  fome 
difpute,  it  was  agreed  that  the  cannon  and  (lores 
fliould  be  depofited  in  the  cafile  of  Bonifacio,  fituatcd 
on  a  rock  at  the  foyih  end  of  Corfica  ;  and  that  the 
xebecks  fliould  have  leave  to  retire  without  molefl:a- 
tion.  The  Corficans  had  fome  years  before  revolted, 
and  fliaken  oft'  the  dominion  of  the  Genoefe,  under 
which  their  ifland  had  remained  for  many  centuries. 
They  found  themfelves  opprefled,  and  refolved  to 
aflert  their  freedom.  They  conferred  the  fovereign 
authority  on  a  German  adventurer,  who  was  folemnly 
proclaimed  by  the  name  of  King  Theodore.  He 
bad  fupplied  them  with  fome  arms  and  ammunition, 
which  he  had  brought  from  Tunis ;  and  amufed 
them  with  promifes  of  being  aflilled  by  foreiga 
Powers  in  retrieving  their  independency:  but  as 
thefe  promifes  were  not  performed,  they  treated  him 
fo  roughly,  that  he  had  thought  proper  to  quit  the 
ifland,  and  they  fubmitted  again  to  their  old  maflcrs. 
The  troubles  of  Corlica  were  now  revived.  Theo- 
dore revifited  his  kingdom,  and  was  recognized  by 
the  principal  chiefs  of  the  ifland.  He  publifhed  a 
manifefl:o :  he  granted  a  general  pardon  to  all  his 
fubjedis  who  fliould  return  to  their  obedience :  he 
pretended  to  be  countenanced  and  fupported  by  the 
King  of  Great-Britain  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary. 
He  was  certainly  thought  a  proper  inftrument  to 
perplex  and  harafs  the  Genoefe,    and  fupplied  at 
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this  janAure  with  a  fum  of  money  to  purchafe  arms  C  H  A  p. 
for  the  Corficans :  but  a  change  foon  happened  in  ^^l\j 
the  Britifti  miniftry,  and  then  he  was  fufFered  to  re-  r?!^ 
lapfe  into  his  original  obfcurity.  Admiral  Matthews, 
though  he  did  not  undertake  any  expedition  of  im- 
portance againft  the  maritime  towns  of  Spain,  con- 
tinued to  aflert  the  Britifli  empire  at  fea  through  the 
whole  extent  of  the  Mediterranean.  The  Spanifli 
army  under  Don  Philip  was  no  fooner  in  mopon, 
than  the  Englifh  Admiral  ordered  fome  troops  and 
cannon  to  be  difembafked  for  the  fecurity  of  Villa- 
Franca.  Some  ftores  having  been  landed  at  Civita- 
Vecchia,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Spanilh  forces  under 
Count  Gages,  Matthews  interpreted  this  tranfadlion 
into  a  violation  of  the  neutrality  which  the  Pope  had 
profcfled  ;  and  fent  thither  a  fquadron  to  bombard 
the  place.  The  city  of  Rome  was  filled  with  con- 
fternation  ;  and  the  Pope  had  recourfe  to  the  good 
offices  of  his  Sarditiian  Majefty,  in  confcquence  of 
which  the  Englifh  fquadron  was  ordered  to  with- 
draw. The  Captains  of  fingle  cruifing  (hips,  by  their 
aftivity  and  vigilance,  wholly  interrupted  the  com- 
merce of  Spain ;  cannonaded  and  burned  fome  towns 
on  the  fea-fide ;  and  kept  the  whole  coaft  in  conti- 
nual alarm  *• 

•  In  May  a  dreadful  plagiie  broke  out  at  Messina  in  Sicily.  It  was 
imported  in  cotton  and  other  commodities  brought  from  tne  Morea  ; 
and  svvept  off  such  a  multitude  of  people,  that  the  city  was  almost 
depopulated  :  alt  the  galley  slaves,  who  were  employed  in  burying 
the  dead,  perished  by  the  contagion  ;  and  this  was  the  fate  of  many 
priests  and  monks  who  administered  to  those  who  were  infecied. 
The  dead  bodies  lay  in  heaps  in  the  streets,  corrupting  the  air,  and 
adding  fresh  fuel  to  the  rage  of  the  pestilence.  Numbers  died  mi- 
serably, for  want  of  proper  attendance  and  necessaries ;  and  all  was 
horror  and  desolation.  At  the  begimiinc  of  winter  it  ceased,  after 
having  destroyed  near  fifty  thousand  inhaoitants  of  Meiibina,  and  of 
the  sanisons  in  the  citadel  and  castle.  It  was  prevented  from 
spreading  in  Sicily  by  a  strong  barricado  drawn  from  Melazzo  to 
Taoruiiiia  j  but  it  was  conveyed  to  Reggio  in  Calabria,  by  the-ava- 
Hce  of  a  broker  of  that  place,  who  bought  some  foods  at  Messina. 
The  King  of  Naples  immediately  ordered  lines  to  be  formed,  to2,e- 
ther  witlT  a  cham  of  troops  which  cut  off  all  communication  be- 
iweeo  that  place  and  the  rest  of  the  continent, 
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§  Xt^Vl.  In  the  Weft-Indies  fome  unfucccfsful 
efforts  were  made  by  an  Engliih  fquadron,  com- 
manded by  Commodore  Knowles.  He  attacked 
La  Gueira  on  the  coaft  of  Carraccas,  in  the  month 
of  February ;  but  met  with  fuch  a  warm  reception, 
that  he  was  obUged  to  defift,  and  make  the  bcft  of 
his  way  for  the  Dutch  ifland  Curacoa,  where  he 
repaired  the  damage  he  had  fuftained.  His  fhips 
beipg  refitted,  he  made  another  attempt  upon  Porto 
Cavallo  in  April,  which  like  the  former  mifcarried. 
Twelve  hundred  marines  being  landed  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  that  place,  were  feized  with  luch  a  pa- 
nick,  that  it  was  found  neceflary  to  reimbark  them 
without  delay.  Then  the  Commodore  abandoned 
the  enterprize,  and  failed  back  to  his  ftation  at  the 
Leeward  Iflands,  without  having  added  much  to  his 
reputation,  either  as  to  condudl  or  refolution.  On 
the  continent  of  America  the  operations  of  the  war 
were  very  inconliderable.  General  Oglethorpe  having 
received  intelligence,  that  the  Spaniards  prepared  for 
another  invafion  from  St.  Auguftine,  afTembled  a 
body  of  Indians,  as  a  reinforcement  to  part  of  his 
own  regiment,  with  the  Highlanders  and  Rangers, 
and  in  the  fpring  began  his  march,  in  order  to  anti- 
cipate the  enemy.  He  encamped  for  fome  time  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Auguftine,  by  way  of  a 
defiance :  but  they  did  not  think  proper  to  hazard  an 
engagement ;  and  as  he  was  in  no  condition  to  un- 
dertake a  fiege,  he  returned  to  Georgia.  In  Odlo- 
ber  the  Prince  Louifa,  youngeft  daughter  of  his 
Britannick  Majefty,  was  married  by  proxy,  at  Ha- 
nover, to  the  Prince-Royal  of  Denmark,  who  met 
her  at  Altena,  and  condudled  her  to  Copenhagen. 
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CHAP.    VIIL 


§  I.  Dehale  in  Parliament  agalnft  the Hanoverianlroops. 
§  II.   Supplies  granted*     %  III.  Projected  irivajion 
of  Great' Britain.     \   IV.  A  French  fquadron  fails 
up  the  Ejiglijh  chdnnel.     §  V.  The  kingdom  is  put  in 
a  poflure  of  defence.     ^   VI.    The  dtftgn   of    the 
French  defeated.   War  between  France  and  England. 
§  VII.  Bill  againfl  thqfe  who  Jhould  correfpond  with 
thefons  of  the  Pretender.     §  VIII.  Naval  engage^ 
nient  off  Toulon.     §   IX.   Advances  towards  peace 
made  by  the  Emperor.     %  X.  Treaty  of  Franckfort. 
§  XL   Progrefs  of  the  French  King  in  the  Nether- 
lands.     §  XII.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  fajfes 
the  Rhine.     §  XIII.  The  King  of  PruJJia  makes  an 
irruption  into  Bohemia.     §   XIV.  Campaign  in  Ba- 
varta  and  Flanders.     §  XV.  The  King  of  Naples 
joins  Count  Gages  ih  Italy.     ^  XVI.  Battle  ofConi. 
§  XVII.   Return  of   Commodore  Anfon.     Sir  John 
Balchen  perijhes  at  fea.     §  XVI IL    Revolution  in 
the  Brilijh  Miniftry.   SeJJion  of  Parliament.    §  XIX. 
Death  of  the  Emperor  Charles  Vfl.     Accommodation 
between  the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  the  young  Ele^or 
of  Bavaria.     §  XX.  The  King  of  PrnJJta  gains  two 
fucceffive  battles    at  Fr'iedberg  and  Hohr,  over  th$ 
Aujirian  and  Saxon  forces.    %  XXI.  Treaty  of  Dref" 
den.  The  Grand  Duke  ofTufcany  elected  Emperor  of 
Germany,     f  XXII.  The  Allies  are  dtfeated  at  Fm^ 
tmoy.     ^   XXI II.  The  King  of  Sardinia  is  ahnojl 
flapped  of  his  dominions.     ^  XXIV.  The  Englt/h 
forces  take  Cape  Breton.     §  XXV.  The  importance 
of  this  conquefl.     \  XXVI.    Prrjed  of  an   injur ^ 
re6lion  in  Great-Britain.  ^  XXVII.  The  eldejl  fon 
of  the  Chevalier  De  St.  George  lands  in  Scotland. 
§  XXVIII.  Takes  pojfejfton  of  Edinburgh.  §  XXIX, 
Defeats  Sir  John  Coptr  at  Prejton-Pans.     §  XXX. 
Bjforfs  of  the  friends  of  government  in  Scotland. 
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^  XXXI.  Precautions  taken  in  England.  §  XXXII. 
The  PrtJice  Pretender  reduces  Carlijley  and  penetrates 
as  far  as  Derby.     Conjiernaiion  of  the  Londoners. 

XXXIII.  The    rebels  retreat  into    Scotland. 

XXXIV.  They^  inveji   the  caftle  of  Stirling. 

XXXV.  The  King's  troops  under  Hawley  are 
voorjied  at  Falkirk.  %  XXXVI.  The  Duke  of 
Cumberland  ajjumes  the  command  of  the  forces  in 
Scotland.     ^   XXXVII.   The  rebels  Undertake  the 

ftege  of  Fort  William. 

^  !•  T^HE  difcontents  of  England  were  artfully 
_  inflamed  by  anti-minifterial  writers,  who 

1743.  not  only  exaggerated  the  burthens  of  the  people, 
and  drew  frightful  pi6lures  of  the  diftrefs  and  mifery 
which,  they  faid,  impended  over  the  nation,  but 
alfo  employed  the  arts  of  calumny  and  mifreprefen- 
tation,  to  excite  a  jealoufy  and  national  quarrel  be- 
tween the  Engliih  and  Hanoverians.  They  aflHrmed 
that  in  the  laft  jcampaign  the  Britifh  General  had 
been  negle6led  and  defpifed  ;  while  the  councils  of 
foreign  officers,  greatly  inferior  to  him  in  capacity, 
quality  and  reputation,  had  been  followed,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  common  caufe  :  that  the  Britifh 
troops  fuftained  daily  infults  from  their  own  merce- 
naries who  were  indulged  with  particular  marks  of 
royal  favour :  that  the  Sovereign  himfelf  appeared 
at  Dettingen  in  a  Hanoverian  fcarf;  and  that  his 
eledloral  troops  were  of  very  little  fervice  in  that 
engagement.  Though  the  moft  material  of  thefe 
afTertions  were  certainly  falfe,  they  made  a  ftrong 
impreflion  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  already  irri- 
tated by  the  enormous  expence  of  a  continental  war 
maintained  for  the  intereft  of  Germany.  When  the 
Parliament  met  in  the  beginning  of  December,  a 
motion  was  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  by  the  Earl 
of  Sandwich,  for  an  addrefs,  befeeching  his  Majefty 
to  difcontinue  the  Hanoverian  troops  in  Britifh  pay, 
in  order  p  remove  the  popular  difcontent,  and  flop 
3  the 
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tlie  murmurs  of  the  Englifh  troops  abroad.  HecHAP. 
was  fupported  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  the  JEarl  of  y^^^ 
Chcftertidd,  and  all  the  leaders  in  the  oppolition^  1743!^ 
who  did  not  fail  to  enumerate,  andinfift  updn  all  the 
circumftances  we  have  mentioned.  They  iiioreovei: 
obferved,  that  better  troops  might  be  hired  at  a 
fmaller  expence  :  that  it  would  be  a  Vain  and  endlels 
talk  to  exhauft  the  national  treafurc,  in  enHching  a 
hungry  and  barren  elecilorate  ;  that  the  popular  dif- 
iatisfe6iion  againft  thefe  mercenaries  was  fo  general^ 
and  raifed  to  fuch  violence,  as  nothing  but  their  dif*- 
miflion  could  appeafe  :  that  if  fuch,  hirelings  (hohld 
be  thus  continued  from  year  to  year,  they  might  at 
laft  become  a  burthen  entailed  upon  the  nation,  and 
be  made  fubfervient,  under  feme  ambitious  Prince^ 
to  purpofes  deftru6live  of  Briti(h  liberty.  Thefe 
were  the  fuggeftions  of  fpleen  and  animofity  :  for, 
granting  the  ncceflity  of  a  land  war,  thfe  Hanove- 
rians were  the  moft  natural  allies  and  auxiliaries 
which  Great- Britain  could  engage  and  employ.  Ho\V 
infolent  foever  fome  few  individual  Generals  of  that 
eletftorate  might  have  been  in  their  private  deport^ 
mcnt,  certain  it  is,  their  troops  behaved  with  great 
fobriety,  difcipline,  and  decorum  ;  and  in  the  day 
of  battle  did  their  duty  with  as  much  courage  and 
alacrity  as  any  body  of  men  ever  difplayed  on  the 
like  occafion.  The  motion  was  rejected  by  the  ma- 
jority ;  but,  When  thfc  teim  for  keeping  them  in  the 
flritirti  pay  was  nearly  expired,  and  the  eflimates  for 
their  being  continued  the  enfuing  year  were  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  renewed  hi.^ 
motion.  The  Lord  Chancellor,  as  fpeaker  of  the 
Houfe,  interpofing,  declared,  that  by  their  rules  a 
queftion  once  rejected  could  not  be  revived  during 
the  fame  fcflion.  A  debate  enfucd,  and  the  fecond 
Inotion  was  over- ruled.  The  Hanoverian  troops 
were  votcfd  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  :  neverthelefs, 
the  fame  nobleman  moved  in  the  Upp6r  Houfe  that 
the  continuing  fixteen  tboufand  Hanoverians  in  Bri- 
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BOOK  tifti  pay  was  prejudicial  to  his  Majefty's  trae  intercff, 
^^'   ^  ufclcfs  to  the  common  caufc,  and  dangerous  to  the 

^^4^  welfare  and  tranquillity  of  the  nation.  He  was  fe- 
conded  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  had  i;e- 
figned  his  commiflion  in  dilguft ;  and  the  propofal 
gave  birth  to  another  warm  difpute  :  but  vi6tory  de- 
clared, AS  ufual,  for  the  miniftry. 

§  II.  In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  they  fuftained 
divers  attacks.  A  motion  was  made  for  laying  a 
duty  of  eight  {liillings  in  the  pound  on  all  places  and 

Eenfions.  Mr.  Grenville  moved  for  an  addrefs,  to 
efeech  his  Majefly,  that  he  would  not  engage  the 
Britifh  nation  any  further  in  the  war  on  the  conti- 
nent,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  States- General 
on  certain  flipulated  proportions  of  force  and  ex- 
pence,  as  in  the  late  war.  Thefe  propofals  begat 
vigorous  debates,  in  which  the  country  party  were 
always  foiled  by  dint  of  fuperior  number.  Such 
was  the  credit  and  influence  of  the  Miniftry  in  Par-p 
liament,  that  although  the  national  debt  was  in- 
creafed  by  above  fix  millions  fince  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  the  commons  indulged  them  with 
an  enormous  fum  for  the  expence  of  the  enfuing 
year.  The  grants  fpecified  in  the  votes  amounted 
to  fix  millions  and  a  half:  to  this  fum  were  added 
three  millions  and  a  half  paid  to  the  finking  fund 
in  perpetual  taxes';  fo  that  this  year's  expence  rofe 
to  ten  millions.  The  funds  eftabliflied  for  the  annual 
charge  were  the  land  and  malt  taxes :  one  million 
paid  by  the  Ea(t-India  Company  for  the  renewal  of 
their  charter,  twelve  hundred  thoufand  pounds  by 
annuities,  one  million  from  the  finking  fund,  fix-r 
and-thirty  thoufand  pounds  from  the  coinage,  and 
lixiiundred  thoufand  pounds  by  a  lottery ;  and  expe-f 
dient  which  for  fome  time  had  been  annually  re^ 
peated  ;  and  which,  in  a  great  meafure,  contributed 
to  debauch  the  morals  of  the  publick,  by  intro- 
ducing a  fpirit  of  gaming,  defiru6tive  of  all  induftry 
and  virtue. 
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^  III.  The  dlflenfions  of  the  Britifli  Parliament  CHAP, 
were  fuddenly  fufpended  by  an  event  that  femed  to  ,  ^^^'  ^ 
unite  both  parties  in  the  profecution  of  the  fame  1743. 
meafures.  This  was  the  intelligence  of  an  intended 
invafion.  By  the  Parhamentary  difputes,  the  loud 
clamours,  and  the  general  diffatisfadtion  of  the  people 
in  Great-Britain,  the  French  Miniftry  were  per- 
fuaded  that  the  nation  was  ripe  for  a  revolt.  This 
belief  was  corroborated  by  the  aflertions  of  their 
cmiffaries  in  different  parts  of  Great -Britain  and 
Ireland.  Thefe  were  Papifts  and  Jacobites  of  flrong 
prejudices  and  warm  inaginations,  who  faw  things 
through  the  medium  of  paflion  and  party,  and  fpokc 
rather  from  extravagant  zeal  than  from  fober  con- 
viction. They  gave  the  Court  of  Verfailles  to  un- 
derftand,  that  if  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  or  his 
eldeil  fon,  Charles  Edward,  ihould  appear  at  the 
head  of  a  French  army  in  Great-Britam,  a  revolu- 
tion would  inftantly  follow  in  his  favour.  This  inti- 
mation was  agreeable  to  Cardinal  de  Tencin,  who, 
lince  the  death  of  Fleury,  had  borne  a  (hare  in  the 
adminifiration  of  France.  He  was  of  a  violent  en- 
terprifing  temper.  He  had  been  recommended  to 
the  purple  by  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  and  was  ' 

feemingly  attached  to  the  Stuart  family.  His  am- 
bition was  flattered  with  the  profpe6i  of  giving  a 
King  to  Great-Britain  ;  of  performing  fuch  eminent 
fervice  to  his  benefa6lor,  and  of  relioring  to  the 
throne  of  their  anceftors  a  family  conneCled  by  the 
ties  of  blood  with  all  the  grcatefl:  Princes  of  Europe. 
The  miniftry  of  France  forefaw,  that  even  if  this 
jum  (hould]  mifcarry,  a  defcent  upon  Great- Britain 
would  make  a  confiderable  diveriion  from  the  conti- 
nent in  favour  of  France,  and  embroil  and  embar- 
rafs  his  Britannick  Majefty,  who  was  the  chief  fup- 
port  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  all  its  allies. 
Ai^uated  by  thefe  motives,  he  concerted  tneafures 
with  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George  at  Kome,  who 
being  too  much  advanced  in  years  to  engage  per- 
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BOOK  fonrilly  in  fuch  an  expedition,  agreed  to  delegate 
^^•^^his  pretcnfions  and  authority  to  his  fon  Charles,  a 
i74a.  youth  of  promifing  talents,  fage,  fecret,  brave,  and 
cnterprifing,  amiable  in  his  perfon,  grave,  and  even 
refened  in  his  deportment.  He  approved  himfelf 
in  the  lequel  compofed  and  moderate  m  fuccefs,  won* 
derfuUy  Hrm  in  adverfity :  and  though  tenderly 
nurfed  in  all  the  delights  of  an  effeminate  country, 
and  gentle  climate,  patient  almoil  beyond  belief  of 
cold,  hunger,  and  fatigue.  Such  was  the  adventurer 
now  deftined  to  fill  the  hope  which  the  French 
miniflry  had  conceived,  from  the  projeAed  inva- 
sion of  Great- Britain. 

^  IV.  Count  Saxe  was  appointed  by  the  French 
King  commander  of  the  troops  defigncd  for  this  ex- 
pedition, which  amounted  to  fifteen  thoufand  men. 
They  began  their  march  to  Picardy,  and  a  great 
number  of  vcflels  was  aflembled  for  their  embarka- 
tion  at  Dunkirk,  Calais,  and  Boulogn.  It  was  de- 
termined that  they  ihould  be  landed  in  Kent,  under 
convoy  of  a  firong  fquadron  equipped  at  Breft,  and 
commanded  by  Monfieur  de  Roquefuille,  an  officer 
of  experience  and  capacity.  The  Chevalier  de  8t. 
George  is  faid  to  have  required  tlie  perfonal  fervicc 
of  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  who  excufed  himfelf  on 
account  of  his  advanced  age  :  be  that  as  it  will. 
Prince  Charles  departed  from  Rome  about  the  end 
of  December^  in  the  difguife  of  a  Spaflifh  courier, 
attended  by  one  fen'ant  only,  and  furnifhed  with 
paflports  by  Cardinal  Aquaviva.  He  travelled 
through  Tufcany  to  Genoa,  from  whence  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Savona,  were  he  embarked  for  Antibes, 
and  profecuting  his  journey  to  Paris,  was  indulged 
with  a  private  audience  of  the  French  King  :  then 
he  fet  out  incognito  for  the  coaft  of  Picardy.  Tlie 
Britifh  Minifiry  being  apprifed  of  his  arrival  in 
France,  at  once  comprehended  the  deftination  of  the 
armaments  prepared  at  Breft  and  Boulogn.  Mr. 
Thompfon,  the  Englilli  refident  at  Pans,  received 
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orders  to  make  a  remonftrance  to  the  Frencli  mi-  CHAP. 
ni(lr}%  on  the  violation  of  thofe  treaties  by  which  vZl'il# 
the  Pretender  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  wa5  J743,  ' 
excluded  from  the  territories  of  France,  But  he 
was  given  to  underftand,  that  his  Moft  Chriftian 
Majefly  would  not  explain  himfelf  on  that  fubje6i, 
until  the  King  of  England  fhould  have  given  fatis- 
fadtion  on  the  repeated  complaints  which  had  been 
made  to  him,  touching  the  infradlions  of  thofe 
very  treaties  which  had  been  fo  often  violated 
by  his  orders.  In  the  month  of  January,  M. 
de  Roquefeuille  failed  from  Breft,  dire6ting  his 
courfe  up  the  Englifh  channel  with  twenty  fhips 
of  wan  They  were  immediately  difcovered  by 
an  Englifh  cruifer,  which  ran  into  Plymouth ;  and 
the  intelligence  was  conveyed  by  land  to  the 
board  of  Admiralty.  Sir  John  Norris  was  forthwith 
ordered  to  take  the  command  of  the  fouadron  at 
Spithead,  with  which  he  failed  round  to  the  Downs, 
where  he  was  joined  by  fome  fhips  of  the  line  from 
Chatham,  and  then  he  found  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
a  fquadron  confiderably  fbronger  than  that  of  the 
enemy. 

§  V.  Several  regiments  marched  'to  the  fouthern 
coaft  of  England :  all  Governors  and  Commanders 
were  ordered  to  repair  immediately  to  their  refpcc- 
tive  ports:  the  forts  at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames 
and  Medway  were  put  in  a  pofture  of  defence ;  and 
dire(5lions  were  ifTued  to  aflemble  the  Kentifh  mili- 
tla,  to  defend  the  coafl  in  cafe  of  an  invafion.  On  the 
fifteenth  day  of  February,  the  King  fent  a  meffage 
to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  intimating  the  arri- 
val of  the  Pretender's  fon  in  France,  the  prepara- 
tions at  Dunkirk,  and  the  appearance  of  a  French 
fleet  in  the  Englifh  channel.  Tfliey  joined  in  an 
addrefs,  declaring  their  indignation  and  abhorrence 
of  the  defign  formed  in  favour  of  a  Po])i(h  Preten- 
der;   and  affuring  his  Majefty,  that  they  would, 
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BOOK  with  the  warmeft  zeal  and  unanimity,  take  fuch 
^^  ^^'  mcafures  as  would  enable  him  to  fruftrate  and  defeat 
^^^^  fo  defperate  and  infolcnt  an  attempt.  Addrefles 
of  the  fame  kind  were  prefented  by  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, both  Univcrfities,  the  principal  towns  of  Great- 
Britain,  the  Clergy,  the  Diflcnting  Minifters,  the 
Quakers,  and  almoft  all* the  corporations  and  com- 
munities of  the  kingdom.  A  requifition  was  made 
of  the  fix  thoufand  auxiliaries,  which  the  States- 
Gerteral  were  by  treaty  obliged  to  furnifti  on  fuch 
occafions ;  and  thefe  were  granted  with  great  alacrity 
and  expedition.  The  Earl  of  Stair,  forgetting  his 
wrongs,  took  this  o|>portunity  of  offering  his  fervices 
to  government,  and  was  reinvefted  with  the  chief 
command  of  the  forces  in  Great-Britain.  His  ex- 
ample was  followed  by  feveral  noblemen  of  the  firft 
rank.  The  Duke  of  Montague  was  permitted  to 
raifc  a  regiment  of  horfe;  and  orders  were  fent  to 
bring  over  fix  thoufand  of  the  Britifli  troops  from 
Flanders,  in  cafe  the  invafion  fhould  actually  take 
place.  His  Majefty  was  in  another  addrefs  from 
Parliament,  exhorted  to  augment  his  forces  by  fea 
and  land:  the  Habeas  Corpus  a6l  was  fufpended  6>r 
fix  months,  and  feveral  perfons  of  difiindtion  were 
apprehended  on  fufpicion  of  treafonable  practices :  a 
proclamation  was  ifliied  for  putting  the  laws  in  exe- 
cution againft  Papifls  and  Nonjurors,  who  were 
commanded  to  retire  ten  miles  from  London ;  and 
every  precaution  was  taken  which  feemed  neccflary 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  publick  tranquillity, 

^  VI.  Meanwhile  the  French  Court  proceeded 
with  their  preparations  at  Boulogn  and  Dunkirk, 
under  the  eye  of  the  young  Pretender ;  and  fevei> 
thoufand  men  were  a<^ually  embarked.  M.  dc 
Roquefeuille  failed  up  the  channel  as  far  as  Dunge^. 
nefs,  a  promontory  on  the  coaft  of  Kent^  after  hav- 
ing detached  M.  de  Barreil,  with  five  (hips,  to 
haftcn  the  embarkation  at  Dunkirk.  While  xh^ 
French  Admiral  anchored  off  Dungenefs,  he  per- 
ceived^ 
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Vcivcd,  on  the  twenty- fourth  day  of  February,  the  c  H  A  P. 
firitiih  fleet,  under  Sir  John  Norris,  doubling  the  ,^]^ 
South- Foreland  from  the  Downs ;  and  though  the  1743^ 
wind  was  againft  him,  taking  the  opportunity  of  the 
tide  to  come  up  and  engage  the  French  fquadron. 
Roquefeuille,  who  little  expedted  fuch  a  vifit,  could 
not  be  altogether  compofed,  confidering  the  great 
fuperiority  of  his  enemies:  but  the  tide  feiling,  the 
Englifh  Admiral  was  obliged  to  anchor  two  leagues 
Ihort  of  the  enemy.  In  this  interval,  M.  de  Roque- 
feuille called  a  council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  deter- 
mined to  avoid  an  engagement,  weigh  anchor  at 
fun-fet,  and  make  the  bed  of  their  way  to  the  place 
from  whence  they  had  fet  fail.  This  rcfolution  was 
favoured  by  a  very  hard  gale  of  wind,  which  began 
to  blow  from  the  norih-eaft,  and  carried  them 
down  the  channel  with  incredible  expedition.  But 
the  fame  ftorm  which,  in  all  probability,  faved 
their  fleet  from  deftru6tion,  utterly  difconcerted  the 
defign  of  invading  England.  A  great  number  of 
their  tranfports  was  driven  afhore  and  deflroyed, 
and  the  reft  were  fo  damaged  that  they  could  not  be 
fpeedily  repaired.  The  Englifli  were  now  mafters 
at  fea,  and  their  coaft  was  fo  well  guarded,  that  the 
cnterprize  could  not  be  profecuted  with  any  proba- 
bility of  fuccefs.  The  French  Generals  nominated 
to  ferve  in  this  expedition  returned  to  Paris,  and 
the  young  Pretender  refolved  to  wait  a  more  fa- 
vourable opponunity.  In  the  mean  time  he  re- 
mained in  Paris,  or  that  neighbourhood,  incognito, 
and  almoft  totally  negle<3ed  by  the  Court  of  France. 
Fmding  himfelf  in  this  difagreeable  fituation,  and 
being  vifited  by  John  Murray  of  Broughton,  who 
magnified  the  power  of  his  Friends  in  Great-Britain, 
he  refolved  to  make  fome  bold  effort,  even  without 
the  aflSftance  of  Louis,  in  Avhofc  fincerity  he  had  no 
faith,  and  forthwith  took  proper  meafures  to  obtain 
exa6l  information  touching  the  number,  inclinations, 
and  influence  of  his  father's  adherents  in  England 
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BOOK  and  Scotland.    The  French  King  no  longer  prrfcnre4 
^    ^^-  J  any  meafures  with  the  Court  of  London  :  the  Britirti 
174^  refident  at  Paris  was  given  to  undcrftand,  that  a  de- 
claration of  war  muft  enfue ;  and  this  was  adhially 
publilhed  on  the  twentieth  day  of  March.     The 
King  of  Great-Britain  was  taxed  with  having  di£- 
fuaded  the  Court  of  Vienna,  from  entertaining  any 
thoughts  of  an   accommodation ;  with  having  in- 
fringed  the  convention  of  Hanover;    with  having 
exercifed  piracy  upon  the  fubjcils  of  France,  and 
with  having  blocked  up  the  harbour  of  Toulon.    Oa 
the  thirty-firft  day  of  March,  a  like  denunciation  of 
war  againft  France  was  published  at  Liondon,  amtdft 
the  acclamations  of  the  people. 
An.  i744»     ^  VII.   The  Commons  of  England,  in  order  to 
evince  their  loyalty,  brought  in  a  bill,  denouncing 
the  penalties  of  high-treafon,    againft  thefe  who 
ihould  maintain  correfpondence  with  the  fons  of  the 
Pretender.      In    the   Upper  Houfe,    Lord    Hard- 
wicke,  the  Chancellor,  moved,  that  a  claufe  fliould 
bo  inferted,  extending  the  crime  of  trcafon  to  the 
pofterity  of  the  offenders,  during  the  lives  of  the 
ipretender's  fons.      The   motion,    which   was  fup- 
ported  by  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  miniflry,  pro- 
duced a  warm  debate,  in  which  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford, the  Earl  of  Chcfterfield,  the  Lords  Talbot  and 
Hervey    argued   againft    it  in   the  moft   pathetick 
manner  as  an  illiberal  expedient,  contrary   to  the 
dictates  of  humanity,  the  law  of  nature,  the  mles 
of  common  juftice,  and  the  precepts  of  religion; 
an  expedient  that  would  involve  the  innocent  with 
the  guilty,  and  tend  to  the  augmentation  of  rainillc- 
rial  power,  for  which  purpofe  it  was  undoubtedly 
calculated.     Notwithftanding  thefe  fuggeflions,  the 
claufe  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  bill  fent 
back  to  the  Commons,  where  the  amendment  was 
vigoroufly  oppofed  by  Lord  Strange,  Lord  Guernfcy, 
Mr.  W.  Pitt,   and  other  members,  by  whom  the 
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original  bill  had  been  countenanced*:  the  majority,  en  AF. 
however,  declared  for  the  amendment,  and  the  l>ill  vY^iL/ 
obtained  the  Royal  alfent.    The  feflion  of  Parliament   \^^^ 
was  clofed  in  May,  when  the  King  told  them,  that 
the  French  had  made  vaft  preparations  on  the  fide  of 
the  Netherlands ;  and  that  the  States-General  had 
agreed  to  furnifl;  the  fiiccours  flipulated  by  treaties. 

§  VIII.  By  this  time  an  a6lion  had  happened  ia 
the  Mediterranean,  between  the  Britifli  fleet  com- 
manded by  Admiral  Matthews,  and  the  combined 
fquadrons  of  France  and  Spain,  which  had  been  for 
fome  time  blocked  up  in  the  harbour  of  Toulon. 
On  the  ninth  day  of  February  they  were  perceived 
(landing  out  of  the  road,  to  the  number  of  four- 
and-thirty  fail:  the  Englifh  Admiral  immediately 
weighed  from  Hires  bay  :  and  on  the  eleventh, 
part  of  the  fleets  engaged.  Matthews  attacked  the 
Spani(h  Admiral,  Don  Navarro,  whofe  fliip,  the 
Real,  was  a  firft  rate,  mounted  with  above  an  hun- 
dred guns.  Rear  Admiral  Rowley  Angled  out  M. 
de  Court,  who  commanded  the  French  fquadron ; 
and  a  very  few  Captains  followed  the  example  of 
their  commianders :  but  Vice- Admiral  Leflock, 
with  his  whole  divifion,  remained  at  a  great  diftance 
a/iern;  and  feveral  Captains,  who  were  immediately 
under  the  eye  of  Matthews,  behaved  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  rcfle<fted  difgrace  upon  their  country.  I'hc 
whole  tranlkdlion  w^as  condu(5tcd  without  order  or 
deiiberatiod.  The  French  and  Spaniards  would 
have  wiUingly  avoided  an  engagement,  as  the  Bri- 
tifh  fquadron  wa3  fuperior  to  them  in  (irength  and 
number.  M.  de  Court,  therefore,  made  the  beft 
of  his  way  towards  the  Straits'  mouth,  probably  with 
iatention  tojoin.  the  Breft  fquadron:  but  he  had  or- 

*  The  o|>po5ition  had  sustained  a  heavy  blow  in  the  death  of  the 
JDuke  of  Argylc,  a  nobleman  of  shining  qiiaHHcations  for  the  scnaie 
and  the  fidcl,  whose  character  would  have  been  still  more  illustrious, 
bad  not  soiDe.i>arts  of  his  conduct  subjected  him  to  tb(^  suspiCiion  of 
sdhsbness  and  mconstancy.  He  waa  succeeded  in  that  title  by  his  bro- 
iau,  Archibald  Earl  of  Ilay. 
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BOOK  ders  to  protect  the  Spaniih  fl^t;  and  as  they  failed 
^  ^y^^  heavily,  he  was  obliged  to  wait  for  them,  at  the  ha* 
i^2ui  3tard  of  maintaining  a  battle  with  the  Englifh.  Thus 
circumftanced  he  made  fail  and  lay  to  by  turns ;  fo 
that  the  Britifh  Admiral  could  not  engage  them  ia 
proper  order;  and  as  they  outfailed  his  (hips,  he 
began  to  fear  they  would  efcape  him  altogether, 
Ihould  he  Wait  for  Vice-Admiral  Lcftock,  who  was 
fo  far  aflern.  Under  this  apprehenfion  he  made  the 
iignal  for  engaging,  while  that  for  the  line  of  battle 
was  ftill  difplayed ;  and  this  inconfiftency  naturally 
introduced  confufion.  The  fight  was  maintained 
with  great  vivacity  by  the  few  who  engaged.  The 
Real  being  quite  difabled,  and  lying  like  a  wreck 
upon  the  water,  Mr.  .Matthews  fent  a  firefhip  to 
deftroy  her ;  but  the  expedient  did  not  take  efFc6l. 
The  fhip  ordered  to  cover  this  machine  did  not  obey 
thefignal;  fo  that  the  Captain  of  the  firefhip  was 
expofed  to  the  whole  firf  of  the  enemy.  Neverthe- 
lefs  he  continued  to  advance  until  ne  found  the 
veffel  finking:  and  being  within  a  few  yards  of  the 
Real,  he  fet  tire  to  the  fufees.  The  (hip  was  imme- 
diately in  flames,  in  the  midft  of  which  he  and  his 
.  Lieutenant,  with  twelve  men  periflied.  This  was 
likewife  the  fate  of  the  Spanifh  launch,  which  bad 
been  manned  with  fifty  failors,  to  prevent  the  fire- 
Ihip  from  running  on  board  the  Real.  One  fhip  of 
the  line  belonging  to  a  Spanifh  fquadron  ftruck  to 
Captain  Hawke,  who  fent  a  Lieutenant  to  take  pof- 
feflion  of  her :  fhe  was  afterwards  retaken  by  the 
French  fquadron ;  but  was  found  fo  difabled,  that 
they  left  her  dcferted,  and  fhe  was  next  day  burned 
by  order  of  Admiral  Matthews.  At  night  the  action 
ceafed;  and  the  Admiral  found  his  own  (hip  fo  much 
damaged,  that  he  moved  his  flag  into  another. 
Captain  Cornwall  fell  in  the  engagement,  after  hav- 
ing exhibited  a  remarkable  proof  of  courage  and 
intrepidity:  but  the  lofs  of  men  was  very  inconfi- 
derable.  Next  day  the  enemy  appeared  to  leeward, 
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and  the  Admiral  gave  chafe  till  night,  when  he  chap. 
brought  to,  that  he  might  be  joined  by  the  (hips  ^^ 
a-ftern.  They  were  perceived  again  on  the  thirteenth  ^^^^ 
at  a  confiderable  diftance,  and  purfued  till  the  even- 
ing. In  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth,  twenty  fail 
of  them  were  feen  diftinc^ly,  and  Leftock  whh  his 
divifion  had  gained  ground  of  them  confiderably  by 
noon ;  but  Admiral  Matthews  difplayed  the  fignal 
for  leaving  off  chafe,  and  bore  away  for  Port-Ma- 
hon,  to  repair  the  damage  he  had  fuftained.  Mean- 
while the  combined  fquadrons  Continued  their  courfc 
tov/ards  the  coaft  of  Spaih.  M.  de  Court,  with  his 
divifion,  anchored  in  the  road  of  Alicant ;  and  Don 
Navarro  failed  into  the  ha,rbour  of  Carthagena. 
Admiral  Matthews,  on  his  arrival  at  Minorca,  ac- 
cufed  Leftock  of  having  mifbehaved  on  the  day  of 
action;  fufpended  him  from  his  office,  and  fent  him 
prifoner  to  England,  where,  in  his  turn,  he  accufed 
liis  accufer.  Long  before  the  engagement,  thefe 
two  officers  had  exprefled  the  moft  virulent  refent- 
ment  againft  each  other.  Matthews  was  brave, 
open,  and  undifguifed ;  but  proud,  imperious,  and. 
precipitate.  Leftock  had  fignalized  his  courage  on 
many  occaftons,  and  perfedtly  underftood  the  whole 
difcipline  of  the  navy ;  but  he  was  cool,  cunning, 
and  vindi6five.  He  had  been  treated  fupercilioufly 
by  Matthews,  and  in  revenge  took  advantage  of 
his  errors  and  precipitation.  To  gratify  this  paffion 
he  betrayed  the  intereft  and  glory  of  his  country; 
for  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  he  might  have 
come  up  in  time  to  engage :  and,  in  that  cafe,  the 
fleets  of  France  and  Spain  would  in  all  likelihood 
have  been  deftroyed :  but  he  entrenched  himfelf 
within  the  punctilios  of  difcipline,  and  (aw  with 
pleafure  his  antagonift  expofe  himfelf  to  the  hazard 
of  death,  ruin,  and  difgrace.  Matthews  himfelf,  in 
the  fequcl,  facrificed  his  duty  to  his  refentment,  in 
reftraining  Leftock  from  purfuing  and  attacking  the 
combined  fquadrons  on  the  third  day  after  the  en- 
VOL.  in.  K  gagcnient, 
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BOOK  gagcment,   when  they   appeared   difabled,   and   m 
^^-     manifeft  diforder,  and  would   have   fallen  an   eafy 

^"■7744!^  prey,  had  they  been  vigoroufly  attacked.  One  can 
hardly,  without  indignation,  refledl  upon  thefe  in- 
ftances,  in  which  a  community  has  fo  feverely  fuf- 
fered  from  the  perfonal  animofity  of  individuals. 
The  mifcarriage  off  Toulon  became  the  fubjedl  of  a 
parliamentary  enquiry  in  England.  The  Commons, 
in  an  addrefs  to  the  throne,  defired  that  a  court- 
martial  might  be  appointed  to  try  the  delinquents. 
By  this  time  Leftock  had  accufed  Matthews,  and 
all  the  Captains  of  his  divifion  who  milbehaved  on 
the  day  of  battle.  The  court-martial  was  conflitu- 
ted,  and  proceeded  to  trial.  Several  Commanders 
of  (hips  were  cafhiered :  Vice- Admiral  Leftock  was 
honourably  acquitted ;  and  Admiral  Matthews  ren- 
dered incapable  of  ferving  for  the  future  in  his  Ma- 
ielly's  navy.  All  the  world  knew  that  Leftock  kept 
aloof,  and  that  Matthews  rufhed  into  the  hotteft 
part  of  the  engagement.  Yet  the  former  triumphed 
on  his  trial,  and  the  latter  narrowly  efcaped  the 
fentence  of  death  for  cowardice  and  mifcondu6l. 
Such  decifions  are  not  to  be  accounted  for,  except . 
from  prejudice  and  fadlion. 

&  IX.  The  war  in  Germany,  which  had  been 
almott  extinguiihed  in  the  laft  campaign,  began  to 
revive,  and  raged  with  redoubled  violence.  The 
Emperor  had  folicited  the  mediation  of  his  Britan- 
nick  Majefty,  for  compromifing  the  differences  be- 
tween him  and  the  Court  of  Vienna.  Prince  Wil- 
liam of  Heflc-Cafltl  had  conferred  with  the  King  of 
England  on  this  fubjc6l ;  and  a  negociarion  was 
begun  at  Hanau.  The  Emperor  offered  to  difmifs 
the  French  auxiliaries,  provided  the  Auftrians  would 
evacuate  his  hereditary  dominions.  Nay,  Prince 
William  and  Lord  Carteret,  as  Plenipotcntiaricff 
aAually  agreed  to  preliminaries,  by  which  his  Impe- 
rial Majefty  engaged  to  renounce  the  alliance  oi 
France,  and  throw  hioifclf  into  the  arms  of  the  ma- 
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ridme  powers ;  to  reiign  all  pretenfions  to  the  fuc-  CHAP, 
ccflion  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria ;  and  to  revive  the   ^^^^* 
vote  of  Bohemia  in  the  cledloral  college,  on  con-^^^ 
dition  of  his  being  re-eflabliflied  in  the  poflcffion 
of   his  dominions,  recognized  as  Emperor  by  the 
Queen  of    Hungary,    and   accommodated  with  a 
monthly  fubfidy   for  his  maintenance,  as  his  own 
territories  were  exhaufted  and  impoverifhed  by  the 
war.     By  a  fcparate  article,  the  King  of  Great-Bri-r 
tain  promifed   to  furnifh  him  with  three  hundred 
thouland  crowns,  and  to  interpofe  his  good  offices 
with  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  that  his  eledoral  domi- 
nions Ihould  be  favourably  treated.     Thefe  prelimi- 
naries, though  fettled,  were  not  (igned.     The  Court 
of  Vienna  was  unwilling  to  part  with  their  conquefts 
in  Bavaria  and  the  Upper-Palatinate.     The  Queen 
tmfted  too  much  to  the  valour  of  her  troops,  and 
the  wealth  of  her  allies,  to  liften  to  fuch  terms  of 
accommodation  ;  and  whatever  arguments  were  ufed    ' 
with  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  certain  it  is  the 
negociation  was  dropped,  on  pretence  that  the  arti- 
cles were  difapproved  by  the  miniftry  of  England. 
The  Emperor,  environed  with  diftrefs,  renewed  his 
application  to  the  King  of  Great-Britain ;  and  even 
declared  that  he  would  refer  his  caufe  to  the  deter- 
mination of  the  maritime  powers:  but  all  his  ad- 
vances were  difcountenanced ;    and   the   treaty  of 
Worms  difpelled  all  hope  of  accommodated.     In  . 
this  manner  did  the  Britifh  miniftry  reje6l  the  faireft  ^ 
opportunity  that  could  poffibly  occur  of  terminating 
the  war  in  Germany  with   honour  and  advantage, 
#and  of  freeing  their  country  from  that  infufferable 
burthen  of  expence  under  which  fhe  groaned. 

§  X.  The  inflexibihty  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria, 
and  its  chief  ally,  proved  fcrviceable  to  the  Em- 
peror. The  forlorn  fituation  of  this  unfortunate 
Prince  excited  the  compaffion  of  divers  Princes: 
they  refentcd  the  infolcnce  with  which  the  head  of 
the  empire  bad  been  treated  by  the  Court  of  Vienna; 
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BOOK  and  they  were  alarmed  at  the  incrcafing  power  of  a 
^^'  J  family  noted  for  pride,  tyranny,  and  ambition. 
^[^iJ^Thefe  confiderations  gave  rife  to  the  treaty  of 
Franckfort,  concluded  in  May  between  the  £mpc« 
ror,  the  King  of  Pruffia,  the  King  of  Sweden  as 
Landgrave  of  HefTe-Caflel,  and  the  Eleaor-Pah- 
tine.  They  engaged  to  prcferve  the  conftitution  of 
the  empire,  according  to  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia, 
,and  to  fupport  the  Emperor  in  his  rank  and  dig- 
nity.  They  agreed  to  employ  their  good  offices  with 
the  Queen  of  Hungary,  that  fhe  might  be  induced 
to  acknowledge  the  Emperor,  to  reftore  his  here- 
ditary dominions,  and  give  up  the  archives  of  the 
empire  that  were  in  her  poffeffion.  They  guaran- 
teed to  each  other  their  refpe6live  territories:  the 
difputes  about  the  fucceffion  of  the  late  Emperor 
they  referred  to  the  decifion  of  the  States  of  the  em- 
pire: they  promifed  to  affift  one  another  in  cafe  of 
being  attacked;  and  they  invited  the  King  of  Po- 
land, the  Ele6lor  of  Cologn,  and  the  Bifhop  of 
Liege,  to  accede  to  this  treaty.  Such  was  the  con- 
federacy that  broke  all  the  meafures  which  had  been 
concerted  between  the  King  of  Great-Britain  and  her 
Hungarian  Majefty,  for  the  operations  of  the  cam- 
paign. In  the  mean  time,  the  French  King  declared 
war  againft  this  Princefs,  on  pretence  that  fhe  was 
obftinately  deaf  to  all  terms  of  accommodation,  and 
determined  to  carry  the  war  into  the  territories  of 
France.  In  her  counter-declaration  (he  taxed  Louis 
with  having  infringed  the  moft  folemn  engagement, 
with  refpe<ft  to  the  pragmatick  fandlion ;  with  having 
fpirited  up  different  pretenders,  to  lay  claim  to  the 
fucceffion  of  the  late  Emperor ;  with  having  endea- 
voured to  inftigate  the  common  enemy  of  Cbriften- 
dom  againft  her ;  and  with  having  aded  the  incen- 
diary in  the  north  of  Europe,  that  the  Czarina  might 
be  prevented  from  affifting  the  Houfe  of  Auflria, 
while  his  numerous  armies  overfpread  the  empire 
and  dcfolatcd  her  hereditary  countries.  Thefe  re- 
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criminations  were  literally  true.  The  Houfes  ofcHAP. 
Bourbon  and  Auftria  have,  for  many  centuries,  been  ^  ^j^^;^ 
the  common  difturbers  and  plagues  of  Europe.  vji^ 

§  XI.  The  King  of  France,  though  in  himfelf 
pacifick  a(ui  unenterprifing,  was  Simulated  by  his 
miniflry  to  tafte  the  glory  of  conqueft  in  the  Nether- 
lands, where  he  had  affembled  an  army  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thoufand  men,  provided  with  a  very 
formidable  train  of  artillery.  The  chief  command 
was  vefted  in  the  Marefchal  Count  de  Saxe,  who 
pofleffed  great  military  talents,  and  proved  to  be 
one  of  the  mod  fortunate  Generals  of  the  age  in 
which  he  lived.  The  allied  forces,  confifting  of 
Englift),  Hanoverians,  Dutch,  and  Auftrians,  to 
the  number  of  feventy  thoufand  efFe6live  men,  were 
hi  the  month  of  May  aflemblcd  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Bruflels,  from  whence  they  marched  towards 
Oudenarde,and  polled  themfelves  behind  the  Schelde, 
being  unable  to  retard  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy. 
The  French  Monarch,  attended  by  his  favourite 
ladies,  with  all  the  pomp  of  eaftern  luxury,  arrived 
at  Lifle  oh  the  twelfth  day  of  the  fame  month  ;  and 
in  the  adjacent  plain  reviewed  his  army.  The  States- 
General,  alarmed  at  his  preparations,  had,  in  a  con- 
ference with  his  Ambaflador  at  the  Hague,  exprefled 
their  apprehenfions,  and  entreated  his  Moft  Chrif- 
tian  Majefty  would  defift  from  his  defign  of  attack- 
ing their  barrier.  Their  remonftrances  having  pro- 
ved ineffectual,  they  noiv  fent  a  minifter  to  wait 
upon  that  Monarch,  to  enforce  their  former  repre- 
fentations,  and  repeat  their  entreaties:  but  no  regard 
was  paid  to  his  requeft.  The  French  King  told 
Iiira,  he  was  determined  to  profecute  the  war  with 
vigour,  as  his  moderation  hitherto  had  ferved  to  no 
other  purpofe  but  that  of  rendering  his  enemies  more 
intradlable.  Accordingly,  his  troops  inverted  Me- 
nin,  which  was  in  feven  days  furrendered  upon  ca- 
pitulation. Ypres,  Fort  Knocke,  and  Furnes,  un- 
derwent the   fame  fate;    and  on  the  twenty-ninth 
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BOOK  day  of  June  the  King  of  France  entered  Dunkirk  in 

^^-  triumph. 
\y4r^  ^  XII.  He  had  taken  fuch  precautions  for  the 
defence  of  Alface,  which  was  guarded  by  confider- 
able  armies  under  the  command  of  Coigni  and  Seek- 
endorf,  that  he  thought  he  had  nothing  to  fear  from 
the  Auftrians  in  that  quarter:  befides,  he  had  re- 
ceived  fecrct  aflurances  that  the  King  of  Pniflia 
would  declare  for  the  Emperor ;  fo  that  he  refolved 
to  purfue  his  conquefts  in  the  Netherlands.  But  all 
his  meafures  were  defeated  by  the  a6livity  of  Prince 
Charles  of  Lorraine,  and  his  officers,  who  found 
means  to  pafs  the  Rhine,  and  oblige  the  French  and 
Bavarian  Generals  to  rerire  to  Lampertheim,  that 
they  might  cover  St rafburgh.  The  Auftrians  made 
themfclves  mafters  of  Haguenau  and  Saverne :  they 
fecured  the  pafles  of  Lorraine ;  and  laid  all  the 
country  of  Lower  Alface  under  contribution.  The 
King  of  France  was  no  fooner  apprifed  of  the  Prince's 
having  paffcd  the  Rhine,  and  penetrated  into  this 
province,  than  he  fent  off  a  detachment  of  thirty 
thoufand  men  from  his  army  in  Flanders  to  reinforce 
that  under  the  Marefchal  de  Coigny ;  and  he  him- 
felf  began  his  journey  from  the  Rhine,  that  he  might 
in  perfon  check  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy  :  but  this 
defign  was  anticipated  by  a  fevere  diftemper  that 
overtook  him  at  Mentz  in  Lorraine.  The  phyficians 
defpaired  of  his  life.  The  Queen,  with  her  chil- 
dren, and  all  the  Princes  of  the  blood,  haftened 
from  Verfailles  to  pay  the  laft  duties  to  their  dying 
Sovereign,  who,  as  a  true  penitent,  difmiflcd  his 
concubines,  and  began  to  prepare  himfelf  for  death : 
yet  the  ftrength  of  his  conflitution  triumphed  over  the 
fever,  and  his  recovery  was  celebrated  all  over  his  do- 
minions with  uncommon  marks  of  joy  and  affection. 
§  XIII.  In  the  mean  time  the  fchemes  of  the 
Auftnan  (General  were  fruft rated  by  the  King  of 
Pruflta,  who,  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  entered  the 
electorate  of  Saxony,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous 
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army.  There  he  declared,  in  a  publick  mamifefto,  c  H  A  P. 
that  his  aims  were  only  to  re-eftablifh  the  peace  of  Vllf. 
the  empire,  and  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  its  head.  ^^4^^ 
He  aflured  the  inhabitants  that  they  might  depend 
upon  his  protection,  in  cafe  they  fhould  remain 
quiet ;  but  threatened  them  with  fire  and  fvvord 
(hould  they  prefume  to  oppofe  his  arms.  In  a  re- 
fcript,  addrefled  to  his  minifters  at  foreign  courts, 
he  accufed  the  Queen  of  Hungary  of  obftinacy,  in 
rcfufing  to  acknpwledge  the  Emperor,  and  reflorc 
his  hereditary  dominions:  he  faid,  he  had  engaged 
in  the  league  of  Franckfort,  to  hinder  the  head  of 
the  empire  from  being_  opprefled :  that  he  had  no 
intention  to  violate  the  peace  of  Breflau,  or  tnter  as 
a  principal  into  this  war:  he  affirmed,  that  his  de- 
fign  was  to  adt  as  auxiliary  to  the  Emperor,  and  efta- 
blifli  the  quiet  of  Germany.  He  penetrated  into 
Bohemia  and  undertook  the  fiege  of  Prague,  the 
Governor  of  which  furrendered  himfclf  and  his  gar- 
rifon  prifoners  of  war  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  Sep- 
tember. He  aftenvards  reduced  Tabor,  Bodweis, 
and  Teyn,  and  in  a  word  fubducd  the  greateft  part 
of  the  kingdom ;  the  Auftrian  forces  in  that  .coun- 
try being  in  no  condition  to  flop  his  progrefs.  Ne-  * 
verthelefs,  he  was  foon  obliged  to  relinquifh  his  con- 
quefts.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  was  recalled 
from  Atface,  and  repafled  the  Rhine  in  the  face 
of  the  French  army,  commanded  by  the  Marelchals 
de  Coigny,  Noailles,  and  Belleifle.  Then  he  march 
cd  to  the  Danube,  laid  the  Upper  Palatmate  under 
contribution,  aqd  entering  Bohemia,  joined  the 
troops  under  Bathiani  at  Merotiz.  The  King  of 
Poland,  Elector  of  Saxony,  at  this  jundlure,  declared 
in  favour  of  her  Hungarian  Majefty.  A  conven- 
tion for  the  mutual  guarantee  of  their  dominions 
had  been  figned  between  thofe  two  powers  in  De- 
cember; and  now  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  was 
reinforced  by  twenty  thoufand  Saxon  troops,  under 
the  conduit  of  the  Duke  of  Saxe-WefTenfels.    The 
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BOOK  combined  army  was  fuperior  to  that  of  his  PruiSan 

.    ^^-      Majefty,  whom  they  refolved  to  engage.     But  he 

j;4^  retired  before  them,  and  having  evacuated  all  the 

places  he  had  garrifoned  in  Bohemia,  retreated  with 

•    precipitation  into   Silefia.     There    his   troops   were 

put  into  winter-quarters;    and  he  himfelf  returned 

to  /Berlin,  extremely  mortified   at  the  ifliie  of  the 

campaign.       ' 

§  XIV.. During  thefe  tranfac^ions,  Count  Secken- 
dorf  marched  'into  Bavaria,  at  the  head  of  a  ftrong 
army,'*  drove  the  Aaftrians  out  of  that  electorate, 
and  the  Emperor  regained  poflcflion  of  Munich,  his 
capital^  on  the  twenty-fecond  Day  of  Odober.  In 
Augult  the  French  army  pafled  the  Rhine  at  Fort- 
Louis,  and  inverted  the  ftrong  and  important  city  of 
Fribourg,  defended  by  General  Demnitz,  at  the  head 
of  nine  tboufand  veterans.  The  King  of  France  ar- 
rived in  the  qamp  on  the  eleventh  Day  of  06lober; 
and  the  fiege  was  carried  on  with  uncommon  vigour. 
The  Auftrian  Governor  made  incredible  efforts  in 
the  defence  of  the  place,  which  he  maintained  until 
it  was  reduced  to  a  heap  of  ruins,  and  one  half  of 
the  garrifon  deftroyed.  At  length,  however,  they 
were  obliged  to  furrender  thcmfeWes  prifoners  c^ 
war,  after  the  trenches  had  been  open  five-and-forty 
days,  during  which  they  had  killed  above  fifteen 
thoufatid  of  the  befiegers.  With  this  conqueft  the 
French  King  clofed  the  campaign,  and  his  army 
was  cantoned  along  the  Rhine,  under  the  infpedion 
of  the  Count  de  Maillebois.  By  the  detachments 
drawn  from  the  French  army  in  Flanders,  Count 
Saxe  had  found  himfelf  confidcrably  weaker  than 
thQ  Confederates:  he  threw  up  ftrong  entrenchments 
behind  the  Lys,  where  he  remained  on  the  defenfive, 
until  he  was  reinforced  by  the  Count  de  Clermont, 
who  comm.anded  a  feparate  body  on  the  fide  of 
Newport.  The  Allies,  to  the  number  of  feventy 
thoufand,  pafled  the  Schelde,  and  advanced  towards 
Helchin :   but  the  enemy  being  fo  advantageoufly 
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pofied^  tiiat  they  could  not  attack  him  with  any  c  HAP, 
profpe6l  of  advantage,  they  filed  on  in  fight  of  ^^^J-  ^ 
Tournay ;  and  on  the  eighth  day  of  Auguft  en-  ^7447 
camped  in  the  plains  of  Lifle,  in  hope  of  drawing 
Count  Saxe  from  the  fituation  in  which  he  was  fo 
ftrongly  fortified.  Here  they  foraged  for  feveral 
days,  and  laid  the  open  country  under  contribution : 
however,  they  made  no  attempt  on  the  place  itfelf, 
which  in  all  probability  would  have  fallen  into  their 
hands  had  they  invefted  it  at  their  firft  approach ; 
for  then  there  was  no  other  garrifon  but  twp  or  three 
battalions  of  militia ;  but  Count  Saxe  foon  threw  in 
a  confiderable  reinforcement.  The  Allies  were  un- 
provided with  a  train  of  battering  cannon  ;  and  their 
commanders  would  not  deviate  from  the  ufual  form 
of  war.  Befides,  they  were  divided  in  their  opi- 
nions^  and  defpifed  one  another.  General  Wade, 
who  commanded  the  Englifh  and  Hanoverians,  was 
a  vain,  weak  man,  without  confidence,  weight,  or 
authority;  and  the  Auftrian  General,  the  Duke 
d'Aremberg,  was  a  proud,  rapacious  glutton,  devoid 
of  talents  and  fentiment.  After  having  remaine4 
for  fomc  time  in  fight  of  Lifle,  and  made  a  general 
forage  without  moleftation,  they  retired  to  their  for- 
mer camp  on  the  Schelde,  from  whence  they  foon 
marched  mto  winter-quarters.  Count  Saxe  at  length 
quitted  his  lines  ;  and  by  way  of  retaliation  fenc  out 
detachments  to  ravage  the  Low-countries,  to  the  very 
gates  of  Ghent  and  Bruges.  The  condu6l  of  the 
allied  Generals  was  feverely  cenfured  in  England,  and 
ridiculed  in  France,  not  only  in  private  converfation 
but  alfo  on  their  publick  theatres,  where  it  became 
the  fubje<Sl  of  farces  and  pantomimes.    ' 

^  XV.  The  campaign  in  Italy  produced  divers 
viciflitudes  of  fortune.  The  King  of  Naples  having 
aflembled  an  army  joined  Count  Gages,  and  pub- 
lished a  manifefto  in  vindication  of  his  condu6V, 
which  was  a  direA  violation  of  the  neutrality  he  had 
promifed  to  obferve.  He  maintained,  that  his  mo- 
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BOOK  deration  had   been  undervalued   by  the  Courts  of 
V  ^^-    .  London  and  Vienna ;  that  his  frontiers  were  threat- 
i74y.     ened  with  the  calamities  of  war  ;  and  that  the  Queen 
of  Hungary  made  no  Secret  of  her  intention   to  in- 
.  vadc  his  dominions.     This  charge  was  not  without 
foundation.     The  emiflaries  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria 
endeavoured  to  excite  a  rebellion  in  Naples,  which 
Prince  Lobkowitz  had  orders  to  favour  by  an  inva- 
fion.     This  General  was  encamped  at  Monte  Ro- 
tundo  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome,  when,  in  the 
month  of  r  June,  the  Confederates  advanced  to  Vel- 
letri.     While  the  two  armies  remained  in  light  of 
each   other,  Prince   Lobkowitz  detached    a   ftrong 
body  of  forces,  under  Count  Soro  and  General  Go- 
rani,  who  made  an  irruption  into  the  province  of 
Abruzzo,  and  took  the  city  of  Aquilla,  where  they 
diftributcd  a  manifefto,  in  which  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary exhorted  the  Neapolitans  to  (hake  off  the  Spa- 
nifli  yoke,  and  fubmit  again  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria. 
This  fliep,  however,  produced  little  or  no   efFe6l ; 
and  the  Auftrian  detachment  retired  at  the  approach 
of  the  Duke  of  Vieuville,  with  a  fuperior  number 
of  forces.     In  Auguft,  Count  Brown,  at  the  head  of 
an  Auftrian    detachment,  furprifed  Velletri   in   the 
night ;  and  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  with  the 
Duke  of  Modena,  were  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being 
taken.     They  efcaped  by  a  pofiern  with  great  diffi* 
culty,  and  repaired  to  the  quarters  of  Count  Grages, 
who  performed  the  part  of  a  great  General  on  this 
occafion.     He   rallied    the   fugitives,  difpelled   the 
panick  and  confufion  which  had  begun  to  prevail  in 
his  camp,  and  made  a  difpofition  for  cutting  off  the 
retreat  of  the  Auftrians.     Count  Brown,  finding  him- 
felf  in  danper  of  being  furrounded,  thought  proper 
to  fecure  his  retreat,  which   he  efFedled  with  great 
art  and  gallantry,  carrying  ofl^  a   prodigious  booty- 
Three  thoufand  Spaniards  are  faid  to  have   fallen  in 
this  a6lion ;  and  eight  hundred  men   were  taken 
with  fome  ftandards  and  colours.     Count  Mariani, 
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I  Neapolitan  General,  was  among  the  prifoners.  CHAP. 
The  Auflrians  loft  about  fix  hundred  men  ;  and  Gc-y^J^^Jfj 
neral  Novati  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  :  but  1744. 
the  exploit  produced  no  confequence  of  importance. 
The  heats  of  Autumn  proved  fo  fatal  to  the  AuC- 
trians,  who  were  not  acuftomed  to  the  climate,  that 
Prince  Lobkowitz  faw  his  army  mouldering  away, 
without  any  poflibility  of  its  being  recruited :  befides 
the  country  was  fo  drained  that  he  could  no  longer 
procure  fubfiftence.  Impelled  by  thefe  confidcra- 
tions,  he  meditated  a  retreat.  On  the  eleventh  day 
of  November,  he  decamped  from  Faiola,  marched 
under  the  walls  of  Rome,  pafltd  the  Tiber  at  Ponte 
Molle,  formerly  known  by  the  name  of  Pons  Mil- 
vius,  which  he  had  juft  time  to  break  down  behind 
him,  when  the  vanguard  of  the  Spaniards  and  Nea- 
politans appeared.  Part  of  his  rear-guard,  how- 
ever, was  taken,  with  Count  Soro  who  commanded 
it,  at  Nocera ;  and  his  army  fuffered  greatly  by  de- 
fertion.  Neyerthelefs,  he  continued  his  retreat  with 
equal  ikill  and  expedition,  pafi[ed  the  mountains  of 
Gubio,  and  by  the  way  of  Viterbo  reached  the  Bo- 
lognefe.  The  Pope  was  altogether  pnllive.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  campaign  he  had  carefled  Lob- 
kowitz ;  and  now  he  received  the  King  of  the  Twg 
Sicilies  with  marks  of  the  warmeft  afFedion.  That 
Prince  having  vifited  the  chief  curiofities  of  Rome, 
returned  to  Naples,  leaving  part  of  his  troops  vmdcr 
the  command  of  Count  Gages. 

§  XVI.  Fortune  likewife  favoured  his  brother 
Don  Philip,  in  Savoy  and  Piedmont.  He  was,  early 
in  the  fealon,  joined  at  Antibes  by  the  French  army, 
under  the  condudt  of  the  Prince  of  Conti.  In  the 
latter  end  of  March,  the  combined  forces  pafled  the 
Var,  reduced  the  caftle  of  Afpremont,  and  entered 
thecity  of  Nice,  without  oppofition.  In  April,  they 
attacked  the  King  of  Sardinia,  who,  with  twenty 
thoufand  men,  was  ftrongly  entrenched  among  the 
mountains  at  Villa- Franca.    The  adion  was  obfti- 
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BOOKnate  and  bloody;  but  their  numbers  and  pcfevc- 
^  '  ^  rancc  prevailed.  He  was  obliged  to  abandon  his 
nu.  pods,  and  embark  on  board  of  the  Britifh  fquadron, 
which  tranfported  him  and  his  troops  to  Vado.  The 
ihtention  of  Don  Philip  was  to  penetrate  through  the 
tcnritoriesof  Genoa  into  the  Mihnefe;  but  Admiral 
Matthews,  who  hovered  with  a  ftrong  fquadron  on 
tbm  coalt,  fent  a  meirage  to  the  Republick,  de- 
claring, that  fhould  the  combined  army  be  full  ;ed 
to  prils  rhroup;h  her  dominions,  the  Ki'^.g  of  G^- 
Britain   would  confider  fuch  a  ftep  as  ?    ':*-  : 

their  neutralit)'.  The  Senate,  intimi'' ^r  d  by  uir, 
intimation,  entreated  the  Princes  to  delili  tr:.m  f  !ieir 
defign  and  they  refolvcd  to  choofe  another  route, 
lliey  defiled  towards  Piedmont,  and  aflaulted  the 
firong  poft  of  Chateau  Dauphine,  defended  by  the 
King  of  Sardinia  in  perfon.  After  a  defperate  at- 
tack, in  which  they  loft  four  thoufand  men,  the  place 
was  taken :  the  garrifon  of  Demont  furrendercd  at 
difcretion,  and  the  whole  country  of  Piedmont  was 
laid  under  contribution.  His  Sardinian  Majefty  was 
not  in  a  condition  to  hazard  a  battle  :  and,  there^. 
fore,  polled  himfelf  at  Saluzzes,  in  order  to  cover 
bis  capital.  The  combined  army  advanced  to  the 
ftrong  and  important  town  €>f  Coni,  which  was  in- 
Tcltcd  in  the  beginning  of  September.  Baron  Leu- 
tram  the  governor  made  an  obftinate  defence,  and 
the  fituation  of  the  place  was  fuch  as  rendered  the 
iiege,  difticult,  tedious,  and  bloody.  The  King  of 
Sardinia  being  reinforced  by  ten  thoufand  Auftrians, 
under  General  Pallavacini,  advanced  to  its  relief, 
and  a  battle  enfucd.  The  a6tion  was  maintained 
with  great  vigour  on  both  fides,  till  night,  when  his 
Majefty  finding  it  impradlicable  to  force  the  enemy's 
entrenchments,  retired  in  good  order  to  his  camp  at 
Murafib.  He  afterwards  found  means  to  throw  a 
reinforcement  and  fupply  of  provilions  into  Coni  ; 
and  the  heavy  rains  that  fell  at  this  period,  not  only 
retarded,  but  even  difpirited  the  befiegers.     Never- 
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thdefs,  the  Princes  perfifted  in  their  defign,  notwith- CHAP. 
ftanding  a  dearth  of  provifions,  and  the  approach  of  y^^-^^ 
winter^  till  the  latter  end  of  November,  when  the  ^^^^T 
Chevalier  de  Soto  entered  the  place  with  fix  hun- 
dred frefh  nien.  This  incident  was  no  fooner  known, 
than  the  Princes  abandoned  their  enterprize ;  and 
leaving  their  fick  and  wounded  to  the  mercy  of  the 
Piedmontefe,  marched  back  to  Demont,  Having 
difmantled  the  fortifications  of  this  place,  they  re- 
treated with  great  precipitation  to  Dauphin^,  and 
were  dreadfully  harafled  by  the  Vaudois  and  light 
troops  in  the  fervice  of  his  Sardinian  Majefty,  who 
now  again  faw  himfelf  in  pofieflion  of  Piedmont. 
The  French  troops  were  quartered  in  Dauphin^, 
but  Don  Philip  fiill  maintained  his  footing  in  Savoy^ 
the  .inhabitants  of  which  he  fleeced  without  mercy. 

^  XVII.  After  the  a^on  at  Toulon,  nothing  of 
confequence  was  atchieved  by  the  Britifli  fquadroo 
in  the  Mediterranean  ;  and  indeed  the  naval  power 
of  Great-Britain  was,  during  the  fummer,  quite  in- 
adivc.  In  the  month  of  June,  Commodore  Anfon 
returned  from  his  voyage  of  three  years  and  nine 
months,  in  which  he  had  furrounded  the  terraqueous 
globe.  We  have  formerly  obferved,  that  he  failed 
with  a  fmall  fquadron  to  the  South-Sea,  in  order  to 
annoy  the  Spanifh  fettlements  of  Chili  and  Peru. 
Two  of  his  Jarge  fhips  having  been  feparated  from 
bim  in  a  florm  before  he  weatherd  Cape-Horn,  had 
put  in  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  on  the  coaft  of  Brafil, 
from  whence  they  retured  to  Europe.  A  frigate 
commanded  by  Captain  Cheap,  was  (hipwrecked  on 
a  defolate  ifland  in  the  South-Sea.  Mr.  Anfon 
having  undergone  a  dreadful  tempeft,  which  dif- 
perfed  his  fleet,  arrived  at  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernan- 
dez, where  be  was  joined  by  the  Gloucefter,  a  fhip 
of  the  line,  a  floop,  and  a  pink  loaded  with  provi- 
fions. Thefe  were  the  remains  of  his  fquadron. 
He  made  prize  of  feveral  veflTels ;  took  and  burned 
the  liltk  town  of  Payta ;   fet  fail  from  the  coafl:  of 
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BOOK  Mexico,  for  the  Philippine  Ifles  :  and  in  this  paf- 
y  ^1*  ^  lage  the  Gloucefter  was  abandoned  and  funk :  the 
174^  Other  veflels  had  been  deftroyed  for  want  of  men  to 
navigate  them,  fo  that  nothing  now  remained  but 
the  Commodore's  own  fhip,  the  Centurion,  and  that 
but  very  indifferently  manned ;  for  the  crews  had 
been  horribly  thinned  by  ficknefs.  Incredible  were 
the  hardfhips  and  mifery  they  fuftained  from  the  (bat- 
tered condition  of  the  (hips  and  the  fcorbutick  dif- 
order,  when  they  reached  the  plentiful  ifland  of  Ti- 
nian,  where  they  were  fupplied  with  the  neceflary 
refrefhments.  Thence  they  profecuted  their  voyage 
to  the  river  of  Canton  in  China,  where  the  Commo- 
dore ordered  the  fhip  to  be  fheathed,  and  found 
means  to  procure  a  reinforcement  of  failors.  The 
chief  object  of  his  attention  was  the  rich  annual  fhip 
that  fails  between  Acapulco  in  Mexico,  and  Manilla, 
one  of  the  Philippine  Iflands.  In  hopes  of  inter- 
cepting her,  he  fet  fail  from  Canton,  and  fteered  his 
courfe  back  to  the  flraits  of  Manilla,  where  fhe  ac- 
tually fell  into  his  hands,  after  a  fhort  but  vigorous 
engagement.  The  prize  was  called  Neuftra  Signora 
de  Cabodonga,  mounted  with  forty  guns,  manned 
with  fix  hundred  failors,  and  loaded  with  treafure 
and  efFeds  to  the  value  of  three  hundred  and  thir- 
teen thoufand  pounds  fterling :  with  this  windfall,  he 
returned  to  Canton  ;  from  whence  he  proceeded  to 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  profecuted  his  voyage 
to  England,  where  he  arrived  in  fafety.  Though 
this  fortunate  Commander  enriched  himfelf  by  an 
occurrance  that  may  be  termed  almoft  accidental, 
the  Bririfh  nation  was  not  indemnified  for  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  expedition;  and  the  original  defign  was 
entirely  defeated.  Had  the  Manilla  Ihip  efcaped  the 
vigilance  of  the  Englifh  Commodore,  he  might  have 
been,  at  his  return  to  England,  laid  afide  as  a  fuper- 
annuated  Captain,  and  died  in  obfcuriiy  :  but  his 
great  wealth  invefted  him  with  confiderable  influence, 
and  added  luflre  to  his  talents.     He  foon  became 
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the  oracle  which  was  confulted  in  all  naval  dellbera-  c  H  A  P^ 
tions  ;  and  the  King  raifed  him  to  the  dignity  of  a    V^^^- 
peerage.     In  July,  Sir  John  Balchen,  an  Admiral  of  ^^J^ 
approved  valour  and  great  experience,  failed  from 
Spithead  with  a  ftrong  fquadron,  in  queft  of  an  op- 
portunity to  attack  the  French  fleet  at  Breft,  under 
the  command  of  M.  de  Rochambault.     In  the  bay 
of  Bifcay  he  was  overtaken  by  a  violent  ftorm,  that 
difperfed  the  (hips,  and  drove  them  up  the  Englifh 
channel.     Admiral  Stewart,  with  the  greater  part  of 
them,  arrived  at  Plymouth  ;  but  Sir  John  Balchen's 
own  fhip,  the  Victory,  which  was  counted  the  moll 
beautiful  firft-rate  in  the  world,  foundered  at  fea ; 
and  this  brave   commander  perifhed,  with   all  his 
officers,  volunteers,  and  crew,  amounting  to  eleven 
hundred  choice  feamen.     On  the  fourth  day  of  Oc- 
tober, after  the  fiege  of  Fribourg,  the  Marfhal  Duke 
dc    Belleifle,   and  his  brother,   happened,   in  their 
way  to  Berlin,   to  halt  at  a  village  in  the  foreft  of 
Hartz,   dependent  on    the    ele6lorate   of  Hanover* 
There  they  were  apprehended  by  the  bailiff  of  the 
place,  and  condudted  as  prifoners  to  Ofterode  ;  from 
whence  they  were  removed  to  Stade  on  the  Elbe, 
where  they  embarked  for  England.     They  refided  at 
Windfor  till  the  following  year,  when  they  were  al- 
lowed the  benefit  of  the  cartel  which  had  been  cfta- 
blifhcd  between  Great-Britain  and  France  at  Franck- 
fort,  and  releafed  accordingly,  after  they  had  been 
treated  by.  the  Britifti  nobility  with  that  refped  and 
hofpitality  which  was  due  to  their  rank  and  merit*. 

§  XVIII.  The  diflenfions  in  the  Britifh  cabinet 
were  now  ripened  into  another  revolution  in  the  mi- 
niftry.  Lord  Carteret,  who  was  by  this  time  Earl 
Granville  in  confequence  of  his  mother's  death,  had 
engrofled  the  Royal  favour  fo  much,  tliat  the  Duke 

•  Mr.  Pope,  (he  celebrated  poet,  died  in  the  month  of  June.  In 
October,  the  old  Duchess  of  Marlboroug;h  resigned  her  breath,  in  the 
ct^ty-fiith  year  of  her  age ;  immensely  rich,  and  very  little  regretted, 
Atticr  by  her  own  family,  or  the  world  in  general. 
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BOOK  of  N—  and  his  brother  arc  faid  to  have  takeil 
^^y^  umbrage  at  his  influence  and  greatnefs.  He  had  in- 
^[yiJ^^  currcd  the  refemment  of  thofe  who  were  diftin- 
guilhed  by  the  appellation  of  Patriots,  and  entirely 
forfeited  his  popularity.  The  two  brothers  were  very 
powerful  by  their  parliamentar}'  intereft:  they  knew 
their  own  flrength,  and  engaged  in  a  political  al- 
liance with  the  leading  men  in  the  oppolition,  againft 
the  prime  minifter  and  his  meafures.  This  coalition 
was  dignified  with  the  epithet  of  "  The  Broad  Bot- 
**  tom,"  as  if  it  had  been  eftablifhed  on  a  true  con- 
flitutional  foundation,  comprehending  individuals  of 
every  clafs,  without  diftindlion  of  party.  The  ap- 
pellation,  however,  which  they  afTumed  was  after- 
wards converted  into  a  term  of  derifion.  The  Earl 
of  Granville  perceiving  the  gathering  florm,  and 
fbrefeeing  the  impoffibility  of  withilanding  fuch  an 
cppofition  in  Parliament,  wifely  avoided  the  impend- 
ing danger  and  difgrace,.  by  a  voluntary  refignation 
of  his  employments.  The  Earl  of  Harrington  fuc- 
ceeded  him  as  Secretary  of  State.  The  Duke  of 
Bedford  was  appointed  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
and  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield  declared  Lord-lieutenant 
of  Ireland.  The  Lords  Gower  and  Cobham  were 
re-ellablilhed  in  the  offices  they  had  refigned:  Mr. 
Lyttelton  was  admitted  as  a  Commiffioner  of  the 
Treafury;  even  Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton  accepted  of 
z  place  at  Court ;  and  Sir  John  Philips  fat  at  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  though  he  foon  re- 
nounced this  employment.  This  was  rather  a  change 
of  men  than  of  meafures,  and  turned  out  to  the  eafe 
and  advantage  of  the  Sovereign ;  for  his  views  were 
no  longer  thwarted  by  an  obftinate  oppofition  in  Par- 
liament. The  feffion  was  opened  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  November,  in  the  ufual  manner.  The 
Commons  unanimoufly  granted  about  fix  millions 
and  an  half  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  to  be 
raifed  by  the  land,  the  malt,  and  the  fait  taxes,  the 
fihkijDg  fund^  and  an  additional  duty  on  wines.     In 
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January  the  Earl  of   Cheftcffield  fet  out  for  the  CHAP. 
Hague,  with  the   chara6ter  of  Ambaflador  .  Extra-  ,  ^^^;^ 
ordinary,  to  perfuade,  if  poflible,  the  States- General     1744. 
to  engage  heartily  in  the  war.    About  the  fame  time, 
a  treaty  of  quadruple  alliance  was  figned  at  Warfavv, 
by  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  the  King  of  Poland,  and 
the  Maritime  Powers.     This  was  a  mutual  guarantee 
of  the  dominions  belonging  to  the  contradling  par- 
ties: but  his  Polifti  Majefty  was  paid  for  his  con- 
currence, with  an  annual  fubfidy  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  pounds,  two  thirds  of  which  were  de-        ^ 
frayed  by  England,  and  the  remainder  was  diiburfed 
by  the  United  Provinces*. 

§  XIX.  The  bufinefs  of  the  Britifti  Parliament  ^\n.  i74«, 
being  difcuflfcd,  the  feflion  was  clofed  in  the  begin- 
ning of  May;  and,  immediately  after  the  prorogation, 
the  King  fet  out  for  Hanover.  The  death  of  the 
Emperor  Charles  VII.  which  happened  in  the  month 
of  January,  had  entirely  changed  the  face  of  affairs 
in  the  Empire,  and  all  the  Princes  of  Germany  were 
in  commotion.  The  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany,  con- 
fort  to  her  Hungarian  Majefty,  was  immediately 
declared  a  candidate  for  the  Imperial  Crown  ;  while 
his  pretcnfions  were  warmly  op^ofed  by  the  French 
King  and  his  allies.  The  Court  of  Vienna,  taking 
advantage  of  the  late  Emperor's  death,  fent  an  army 
to  invade  Bavaria  in  the  month  of  March,  under 
the  conduA  of  General  Bathiani,  who  routed  the 
French  and  Palatine  troops  at  PfifFenhoven  ;  took 
pofleflion  of  Rain ;  furrounded  and  difarmed  fix 
thoufand  Heffians  in  the  neigbourhood  of  Ingold- 
iladt;  and  drove  the  Bavarian  forces  out  of  the 
electorate.     The  young  Ele<Stor  was  obliged  to  aban- 

♦  Robert  EaH  of  Orford,  late  Prime  Minister,  4ied  in  March,  af- 
icr  haviii^  ^^^  ^  ^"^'^v  short  time  enjoyed  a  pension  of  four  tiiousand 
*  pounds  ;$.  anted  bv  tne  Crown,  in  consideration  of  his  past  ser/iccs. 
Thongji  he  had  for  such  a  length  of  lime  directed  the  application  uf 
the  piiblick  <r<M3ure,  kis  circumstances  were  not  affluent:  he  was  li* 
IxTOJ  in  his' disposition,  and  had  sucli  a  number  of  raj>aciou«  dapsndenu 
lo  traiify,  )hat  Iktle  >va9  left  for  his  own  private  oactsions, 
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BOOK  cl6n  his  capital,  and  retire  to  Auglburgh,  where  hd 
U-      found  himfelf  in  danger  of  lo(ing  all  his  dominioos. 

'""J^JfiT^  In  this  emergency,  he  yielded  to  the  earned  folici- 
tations  of  the  Emprefs  his  mother,  enforced  by  the 
advice  of  his  uncle,  the  Eledor  of  Cologn,  and  of 
his  General,  Count  Scckeodorff,  who  exhorted  him 
to  be  reconciled  to  the  Court  of  Vienna.  A  Qeg<K 
ciation  was  immediately  begun  at  Fueflen^  where,  ia 
April,  the  treaty  was  concluded.  The  Queen  coar 
fented  to  recognize  th^  Imf.erial  dignity,.  ^  havkig 
been  vefted  in  the  perfon  of  his  father ;  to  ackiiow^ 
ledge  his  mother  as  Empreis  Dowager;  to  refiore 
his  dominions,  with  all  the  fortrefles,  artillery,  florQ$, 
and  ammunition  which  (he  had  taken :  on  the  other 
hand,  he  renounced  all  claim  to  the  fuccefiioa  of 
her  father,  and  became  guarantee  of  the  pimgmatick 
iandion :  he  acknowledged  the  validity  of  the  eke- 
toral  vote  of  Bohemia  in  the  pcrfen  of  the  Queen  ; 
and  engaged  to  give  his  voice  for  the  Grand  Dukfl> 
at  the  enfuing  ele<SUofi  of  a  Kif^  of  the  RomaB3. 
Untilthat  (hould  be  determined,  both  parties  agreed 
that  Ingoldfladt  (hould  be  garrifoned  by  neutral 
troops  4  and  that  Braunau  and  Schardingen,  with  all 
the  country  lying  beiweeh  the  Inn  and  the  Saltjui, 
ihould  remain  in  the  Queen's  poileliion,  though 
without  prejudice  to  the  civil  government,  or  the 
J£le6lor's  revenue.  In  the  tnean  time  he  difmifled 
the  auxiliaries  that  were  in  his  pay,  and  they  were 
j>ermitted  to  retire  without  moleAation. 

§  XX.  The  Court  of  Vienna  had  now  fecured 
the  votes  of  all  tl>e  Ele6lors,  except  thofe  of  Bran- 
^lenburgh  and  the  Palatinate.  Neverthelefs,  Fraince 
aflembled  a  powerful  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Pranckfort,  in  order  to  influence  the  election.  But 
the  Auftrian  army,  commanded  by  the  Gr^nd  Duke 
in  perfon,  marched  thither  from  the  Danube;  and 
the  Prince  of  Conti  was  obliged  to  repafs  the  Rhine 
at  Nordlingen.  Then  the  Great  Duke  repaired  to 
Tranckfort,  where  on  the  fccond  day  of  September, 
_  3  he 
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he  was  by  a  m^ority  of  voices  declared  King  of  the  CH  AF. 
Romans,  and  Emperor   of   Germany.    Meanwhile    ^^^y. 
the  King  of  Pruffia  had  made  great  progrefs  in  the  ^*^^4^ 
conqueil  of  Sitefia.    The  campaign  began  in  Janua- 
ry, when  the  Htmgaiiein  infurg^nu  were  obliged  to 
retire  into  MoraTia*     In  the  fbllowing  month  the 
Ptuffian  General  Lehwald  defeated  a  body  of  nvelve 
thoc^and  Auftrians,  commanded  by  Grcneral  Helf- 
rich ;  the  tcim^  of  Ratibor  was  taken  by  aflault  t  and 
the  King  eiifered  Sileiia,  in  Mav,  at  the  head  of 
feventy  tbou£ind  men.     Pfihce  Charles  of  Lorraine^ 
being  joined  by  the  Dake  of  Saxe-Weflenfels  and 
twenty  thoufend  Saxons,  penetrated  intoSilefia  by  the 
defiles  of  Landihut ;    and  were   attacked    by    his 
Pmffian  Majofly  in  the  plains  of  Striegan,  near  Fried- 
berg.    The  battle   was   maintained  from   morning 
till  noon,  when  the  Saxons  giving  way,  Prince  Charles 
•was  obliged  to  retire  with  the  lofs  of  twelve  thou- 
iand  men,  and  a  great  number  of  colours,  (landards, 
and  artillery.    This  vidory,  obtained  on  the  fourth 
day  of  June,  complete  as  it  was,  did  not  prove  deci- 
five ;  for,  though  the  vi6tor  transferred  the  feat  of 
the  war  into  Bohemia,  and  maintained  his  army  by 
raiiing  contributions  in  that  country,  the  Auftrians 
refolved  to  hazard  another  engagement.     Their  aim 
was  to  furprize  him  in  his  camp  at  Sohr^  which  they 
attacked  on  the  thirtieth  of  September,  at  day-break, 
but  they  met  with  fuch  a  warm  reception,  tnat  nof- 
wkbftanding  their  repeated  efforts  during  the  fpacte 
of  four  hours,  they  were  repulfed  with  considerable 
damage,  and  retreated  to  Jaromire,  leaving  five  thoo*- 
land  killed  upon  the  fpot,  befides  two  thoufand  that 
were  taken,  with  many  ftandards,  and  twenty  piec» 
of  cannon.     The  lofs  of  this  battle  was  in  a  great 
meafure  owing  to  the  avarice  of  the  irregulars,  who 
having  penetrated  into  the  Pruffian  camp,  began  t6 
pillage  with  great  eagernefs,  giving  the  King  an  op- 
portunity to  rally  his  difordered  troops,  and  reftore 
the  battle:  /ieverthelefs,  they  retired  with  the  plun- 
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dcrof  his  baggage,  including  his  ihiUtaiy  chcft,  thk 
officers  of  his  chancery,  his  own  fccretary,  and  all 
Tt^^  the  papers  of  his  cabinet.  ! 

^  XXL  After  this  adlion,  his  Pi'uffian  Majefty 
returned  to  Berlin,  and  breathed  norhing  but  peace 
and  moderation^  In  Auguft  he  had  iigned  a  coi^ 
ventipn  with  the  King.6f  Great-Britjun^  who  becatnfe 
guarantee  of  his  poiftiEons  ia  Silefia,  w  yielded  bjr 
;the  treaty  of  Breflau  ^iand  he  promi&d  to  vote  for 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany  at  the  ickction.of  an 
Emperor.  This  was  iofiended  as  the  bftfisof  a  mom 
:geni5r-aj  accommodation.  But  he  now  pretended  to 
:hav^i  received  undoubted  intelligence,  diat  the  King 
iof  Ppland  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary  had  agreed  to 
invade  Brandenburgh  with  three  different  artniess 
and  that,  for  this  purpofe,  his  Polifli  Majefty  had  de- 
manded of  the  Czarina  the  fuccQurs  ftipulatcd  by 
treaty  between  the  two  Crowns.  Alarmed,  or  fecm^ 
.  ingly  alarmed,  at  this  information,  ^e  foUicitedthc 
Maritime  Powers  .to  fulfil  their  engagements,  and 
interpofe  their  good  offices  with  the  Court  of  Petert- 
burgh.  Yet,  far  from  waiting  for  the  refult  of  thefc 
remonftrances,  he  made  a  fudden  irruption  into  Lu- 
fatia,  took  pofleffion  of  Gorlitz,  and  obliged  Prince 
Charles  of  Lorraine  to  retire  before  him  into  Bo^ 
hemia.  Then  he  entered  Leipfick,  and  laid  Saxony 
under  contribution.  The  King  of  Poland,  unabk 
to  refift  the  torrent,  quitted  his  capital,  and  took 
refuge  in  Prague.  His  troops,  reinforced  by  a  body 
of  Auftrians,  were  defeated  at  Pirna  on  the  fifteenth 
day  of  December;  and  his  Pruffian  Majefty  became 
matter  of  Drefden  without  further  oppofition.  Thp 
King  of  Poland,  thus  deprived  pf  his  hereditary 
dominions,  was  fain  to  acquiefce  in  fuch  terms  as 
the  conqueror  thought  proper  to  impofe ;  and  the 
ctreaty  of  Drefden  was  concluded  under  the  mediar- 
U:ion  of  his  Britannick  Majefty.  By  this  convention 
•the  King  of  Pruflia  retained  all  the  contributions  he 
Jiad  levied  in  Saxony ;  and  was  entitled  to  a  million 
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rf  German  crowns,  to  T3e  paid  by  his  Polifl)  Ma-  CHAP, 
jefty   at  the  next  fair  of  Leipfick.     He  and  the  ^J^]^ 
EIe6lor  Palatine  confented  to  acknowledge  the  Grand     17457 
Duke  as  Emperor  of  Germany ;  and  this  laft  con-' 
firmed  to  his  Pmffian   Majefty    certain   privileges 
de  non  evocando,  which  had  been  granted  by  the  late.' 
Emperor,  with  regard  to  fome  territories  pofleflcdl 
by  the  King  of  Pruffia,  though  not  belonging  to  the* 
eledorate  of  Brandenburgh.     Immediately  after  thcr 
ratification  of  this  treaty,  the  Pruflian  troops  evacu- 
ated Saxony ;  and  the  peace  of  Germany  was  re- 
ftored. 

\  XXII.  Though  the  French  King  could  not 
prevent  the  elevation  of  the  Grand  Duke  to  the 
Imperial  throne,  he  refolved  to  humble  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria,  by  making  a  conqueft  of  the  Nether- 
lands. A  prodigious  army  was  there  aflembled, 
under  the  aufpices  of  Marefchal  Count  de  Saxe; 
and  his  Mod  Chriftian  Majefty,  with  the  Dauphin, 
arriving  in  the  camp,  they  invefted  the  ftrong  town 
of  Tournay  on  the  thirrieth  day  of  April.  The 
Dutch  garrifon  confifted  of  eight  thoufand  men, 
commanded  by  the  old  Baron  Dorth,  who  made  a 
vigorous  defence.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland  af-^ 
fumed  the  chief  command  of  the  allied  army  aflem- 
bled at  Soignies:  he  was  afliiled  with  the  advice  o£ 
the  Count  Konigfeg,  an  Auftrian  Greneral,  and  the 
Prince  of  Waldeck,  commander  of  the  Dutch  forces. 
Their  army  was  greatly  inferior  in  number  to  that 
of  the  enemy;  neverthelcfs,  they  rcfolvred  to  march 
to  the  relief  of  Toumay.  They  accordingly  advanced 
to  Leufe  ;  and  on  the  twenty- eighth  day  of  April 
took  poll  at  Maulbre,  in  fight  of  the  French  army, 
which  was  encamped  on  an  eminence,  from  the  vil- 
lage of  Antoine  to  a  large  wood  beyond  Vezon, 
having  Fontenoy  in  their  front.  Next  day  was  em-» 
ployed  by  the  Allies  in  driving  the  enemy  from  fome 
outpofis,  end;  clearing  the  defiles  through  which 
they  were  obliged  to  advance  to  the  attack;  while 
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BOOK,  the Frctfii!:h  compktJKd  their  'batteriet,  and  made  the 
^  ^  raoft  formidable  preparations  for  their  rcccptioiu 
i74^i  On  the  thirtictB  day  of  April,  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berlandy  having  aiade  the  proper  difpofitions,  began 
his  march  to  the  enemy  at  two  o^clock  in  the  morn- 
ing :  a  brifk  cannonade  enfued ;  and  about  nine 
both. armies  were  engaged.  The  Britilh  infantry 
drove  the  French  beyond  their  lines:  but  the  left 
wing  foiling  in  the  attack  on  the  village  of  Fontenoy, 
aod  the  cavalry  forbearing  to  advance  on  the  flanks, 
they  meafurcd  back  their  ground  with  fome  difor- 
der,  from  the  prodigious  fire  of  the  French  batte- 
ries. They  rallied,  however,  and  returning  to  the 
charge  with  redoubled  ardour,  repulfed  the  enemy 
to  their  camp  with  great  flaughter;  but,  being 
wholly  unfupported  by  the  other  wing,  and  expofed 
both  in  front  and  flank  to  a  dreadful  fire,  whicn  did 
great  execution,  the  Duke  was  obliged  to  make  the 
nccelEuy  difpofiticMis  for  a  retreat  about  three  o'clock 
io  the  afternoon  ;  and  this  was  efFetSed  in  tolerable 
ordeV.  The  battle  was  fought  with  great  obflinacy, 
and  thfe  carnage  on  both  fides  was  very  confiderable. 
The  Allies  lofl  about  twelve  thoufand  men,  including 
a  good  Jiun:iber  of  ofHc^rs ;  among  ihefe  were  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Campbell,  and  Major-General  Pon- 
fonby.  The  victory  cofl  the  French  almoft  an  equal 
number  of  lives ;  and  no  honour  was  lofl  by  the 
vanquifhed,  ,  Had  the  Allies  given  battle  on  the  pre- 
ttding  day^  before  the  enemy  had  taken  their  mea- 
ftires,  and  received  all  their  reinforcements,  they 
might  have  fucceeded  in  their  endeavours  to  relieve 
ToulrnajJ.  /Although  the  attack  was  generally  judged 
Tafh  and  precipitate,  the  Britifh  and  Hanoverian 
troops  fought  with  fuch  intrepidity  and  pcrieverance, 
that  if /they  bad  been  properly  fbflaincd  by  the  Dutch 
forces,  and  their  flanks  covered  bv  the  cavalry,  the 
iliench,  in  all  likdihopd^  woold  have  been  obliged 
16  abandpn  their  entcrptiic.  The  Duke  ofCum- 
bedand  ie&:hb  ifick  andf  wouiidcd  igfxhc  homaciity 
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of  the  yi&oti  ;  and  retiring  to  Aeth,  encamped  in  CH  AP. 
an  advantageous  iituation  at  Leffincs.  The  gani-  ^^^ 
fon  of  Tournay,  though  now  deprived  of  all  hope  of  17457^ 
fuccofar,  maintained  the  place  to  the  twenty- firft 
day  of  June,  when  the  Governor  obtained  an  ho- 
nourable capitulation.  After  the  conqueft  of  this 
firontier,  which  was  difmantled,  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland, apprehending  the  enemy  had  a  defign  upon 
Ghent,  fent  a  detachment  of  four  thoufand  men  to 
reinforce  the  garrifon  of  that  city :  but  they  fell  into 
jin  ambufcade  at  Pas-du-m£le ;  and  were  killed  or 
taken,  except  a  few  dragoons  that  efcaped  to  Oftend : 
on  that  very  night,  which  was  the  twelfth  of  June, 
Ghent  was  furprifed  by  a  detachment  of  the  French 
army.  Then  they  invefted  Oflend,  which,  though 
defended  by  an  Englifh  garrifon,  and  open  to  the 
fea,  was,  after  a  (hon  fiegc,  furrendered  by  capitula- 
tion on  the  fourteenth  day  of  Auguft.  Dender- 
monde,  Oudenarde,  Newport,  and  Aeth,  under- 
went the  fame  fate  ;  while  the  allied  army  lay  en- 
trenched beyond  the  canal  of  Antwerp.  The  French 
King  having  fubdued  the  greateft  part  of  the  Au- 
Arian  Netherlands,  returned  to  Paris,  which  he  en- 
tered in  triumph. 

^  XXIII.  The  campaign  in  Italy  was  unpropi- 
tious  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  the  King  of  Sar- 
dinia. Count  Gages  palled  the  Apennines,  and  en* 
tered  the  State  of  Lucca :  from  thence  he  proceeded 
by  the  Eaftern  coaft  of  Genoa  to  Leftride-Levante. 
The  jun6lion  of  the  two  armies  was  thus  accom- 
plifhed,  and  reinforced  with  ten  thoufand  Genoefe  : 
mean  while  Prince  Lobko^itz  decamped  from  Mo- 
dena  and  took  pod  at  Parma  :  but  he  was  foon  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Count  Schuylembcrg>  and  fent  to  com- 
mand the  Auftrians  in  Bohemia.  The  Spaniards 
nttered  the  Milanefe  without  further  oppolition. 
Count  Gages,  with  thirty  thoufand  men,  took  pof- 
feifion  of  Serravalle;  and  advancing  towards  Pla- 
centia,    obliged  the  Auftrians  to  retire  under  the 
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BOOK  cannon  of  Tortona  :   but  when  Don  Philip,  af  the 

^^ J'-      head  of  forty  thoufand  troops,   made  himfelf  mailer 

^74^7^  of  Acqui,  the  King  of  Sardinia  and  the  Auftrian 
General,  unable  to  ftem  the  torrent,  retreated  be- 
bind  the  Tanaro.  The  ilrong  citadel  of  Tortona 
was  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  who  likewife  reduced 
Parma  and  Placentia  ;  and  forcing  the  paflage  of  the 
Tanaro,  compelled  his  Sardinian  Majefty  to  take 
Ihelter  on  the  other  fide  of  the.Po.  Then  Pavia 
was  won  by  fcaladc  ;  and  the  city  of  Milan  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  Infant,  though  the  Auftrian  garrifon  ftill 
maintained  the  citadel ;  all  Piedmont,  on  both  fides 
of  the  Po,  as  far  as  Turin,  was  reduced,  and  even 
that  capital  threatened  with  a  fiege  ;  fo  that  by  the 
month  of  0£lober  the  territories  belonging  to  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria,  in  Italy,  were  wholly  fubdued ; 
and  the  King  of  Sardinia  ftripped  of  all  his  domi- 
nions :  yet  he  continued  firm  and  true  to  his  en- 
gagements, and  deaf  to  all  propofals  of  a  feparate 
accommodation. 

§  XXIV.  The  naval  tranfadions  of  Great-Britain 
were  in  the  courfe  of  this  year  remarkably  fpirited. 
In  the  Mediterranean,  Admiral  Rowley  had  fuc- 
ceeded  Matthews  in  the  command  ;  Savona,  Gknoa, 
Final,  St.  Remo,  with  Bafl.ia,  the  capital  of  Cor- 
fica,  were  bombarded :  feveral  Spanilh  (hips  were 
taken  :  but  he  could  not  prevent  the  fafe  arrival  of 
their  rich  Havannah  fquadron  at  Corunna.  Com- 
modore Barnet,  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  made  prize  of 
feveral  French  fliips,  richly  laden ;  and  Commodore 
Townihend,  in  the  latitude  of  Maninico,  took  about 
thirty  merchant  (hips  belonging  to  the  enemy,  un- 
der convoy  of  four  (hips  of  war,  two  of  which  were 
deftroyed.  The  Englifh  privateers  likewife  met  with 
uncommon  fuccefs.  But  the  moft  important 
atchievement  was  the  conqueft  of  Louifbourg  on 
the  ifle  of  Cape-Breton,  in  North-America  :  a  place 
of  great  confequence,  which  the  French  had  forrified 
jit  a  prodigious  expcnce.  The  fchemc  of  reducing 
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tfiis  fortrefswas  planned  in  Boftori,  recomnicnded  CHAP, 
by  their  general  aflembly,  and  approved  by  his  ^^^ 
Majefty,  who  fent  inilru(5lions  to  Commodore  War-  1745^ 
rcn,  flationed  off  the  Leeward  Iflands,  to  fail  for 
the  northern  parts  of  America,  and  co-operate  withi 
the  forces  of  New-England  in  this  expedition.  A 
body  of  fix  thoufand  men  was  formed  under  the 
condu6t  of  Mr.  Peppcrel,  a  trader  of  Pifcataquay^ 
whofe  influence  was  extenfive  in  that  country  • 
though  he  was  a  man  of  little  or  no  education,  and 
utterly  unacquainted  with  military  operations.  In 
April  Mr.  Warren  arrived  at  Canfo  with  ten  fhips 
of  war  ;  and  the  troops  of  New  England  being  em- 
barked in  tranfports,  failed  immediately  for  the  iflc 
of  Cape-Breton,  where  they  landed  without  oppofi- 
tion.  The  enemy  abandoned  their  Grand  Battery, 
which  was  detached  from  the  town  :  and  the  imme- 
diate feizure  of  it  contributed  in  a  good  meafure  to 
the  fucccfs  of  the  enterprize.  While  the  American 
troops  reinforced  by  eight  hundred  marines,  carried 
on  their  approaches  by  land,  the  fquadron  blocked 
up  the  place  by  fea  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  no  fuc- 
cours  could  be  introduced.  A  French  Ihip  of  the 
line,  with  fome  fmaller  veliels  deftined  for  the  relief 
of  the  garrifon,  were  intercepted  and  taken  by  the 
Bririfh  cruizers ;  and,  indeed,  the  redudlion  of 
Louilbourg  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  vigilance  and 
a^livity  of  Mr.  Warren,  one  of  the  braved  and  bed 
officers  in  the  fervice  of  England.  The  operations 
of  the  fiege  were  wholly  conduced  by  the  epginecrs 
and  officers  who  commanded  the  Britifh  marines ;  • 
and  the  Americans,  being  ignorant  of  ^war,  were  con- 
tented to  a6l  under  their  directions.  The  town  be- 
ing confiderably  damaged  by  the  bombs  and  bullets 
of  the  befiegcrs,  and  the  garrifon  defpairing  of  rc- 
lici^  the  Governor  capitulated  on  the  feventeenth 
day  of  June,  when  the  city  of  Louifbourg,  and  the 
iiie  of  Cape  Breton,  were  furrendered  to  his  Britan- 
nick  Majefty.    The  garrifon  and  inhabitams  engaged 
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BOOK  that  they  would  not  bear  arms  for  twelve  moBt&s 
^l-  againft  Great- Britain  or  her  aUics ;  and  being  em* 
rTiT"^  barked  in  fourteen  cartel  (hips,  were  tranfported  to 
Rochcfort.  In  a  few  dnys  after  the  furrender  of 
Louifbourg,  two  French  Ball  India  (hips,  and  afio<» 
ther  from  Peru,  laden  with  trealure,  failed  into  the 
harbour,  on  the  fuppofition  that  it  ilill  belonged  to 
France,  and  were  taken  by  the  Englifh  fc^adron. 

§  XXV.  The  news  of  this  conqueft  being  tranfw 
mitted  to  England,  Mr  Pcpperel  was  preferred   to 
the  dignity  of  a  Baronet  of  Great-Britain,  and  con- 
gratulatory  addrcfles  were  prefented  to  the  King  on 
the  fuccefs  of  his  Majefty's  arms.     Thepoflcffion 
of  Cape-Breton  was^   doubtkfs,  a  valuable    acqui* 
iition  to  Grcat*Britain.     It  not  only  diilreiled   the 
French  in  their  filhery  and  navigation,  but  removed 
all  fears  of  encroachment  and  rivallhip  firom   the 
Englifh  fifhers  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland.     It 
freed  New-England  from  the  terrors  of  a  dangerous 
neighbour ;  over-awed  the  Indians  of  that  country  ; 
and  fecured  the  poflcflion  of  Acadia  to  the  crown  of 
Great-Britain.     The  plan  of  this  conquefl  was  on* 
ginally  laid  by  Mr.  Auchmuty,  judge-advocate  of 
the  court  of  Admiralty  in  New-England*     He  de- 
monftrated,  that  the  redudion  of  Cape- Breton  would 
put  the  Englifh  in  fole  pofTefiion  of  the  fifbery  of 
North- America,  which  would    annuallv    return   t6 
Great-Britain  two  millions  flerling  for  the  manufac- 
tures yearly   fhipped   to  the    plantations ;  employ 
many  tt^ufand  families  that  were  otherwife  unfer* 
viceable  to  the  publick  ;  increafe  the  Ihipping  and 
mariners^  extend  navigation  ;  cut  off  all  conununi* 
^ration  between  France  and  Canada  by  the  river  St, 
,  Laurence ;  fo  that  Quebeck  would  fall  of  courfis 
into  the  hands  of  the  Englifb,  who  might  expel  tho 
'  French  entirely  from  America,  open  a  correfpon* 
dence  with  the  remote  Indians,  and   render  thetiv« 
felves  moflers  of  the  profitable  fur-trade,  which  was 
ilow  engfoiied  by  the  enemy,    Th«  natives  of  New. 
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fihgfamd  acquired  ^at  ^017  from  the  fuccefs  of  chap. 
this  entcrprilc.  Bntain,  which  had  in  fome  inftanccs\J^^j^ 
beiiaved  like  a  ftepmother  to  her  own  colonies,  v9^sT774s^ 
no^  convinced  of  their  importance  ;  and  treated  ^ 
thofe  as  brethren  whom  (he  had  too  long  confidered 
as  aliens  and  rivals.  Circumftanced  as  the  nation! 
is,  the  legiflature  cannot  too  tenderly  cherilh  the 
interefts  of  the  Britifh  plantations  in  America.  They 
are  inhabited  by  a  brave,  hardy,  indudrious  peo-- 
pie,  animated  with  an  a^ive  fpirit  of  commerce ; 
mfpired  with  a  noble  zeal  for  liberty  and  indepen- 
dence. The  trade  of  Great  Britain,  clogged  with^ 
heavy  taxes  and  impofitions,  has  for  lome  time  Ian* 
guifhed  in  many  valuable  branches.  The  French 
nave  underfold  our  clothes,  and  fpoiled  our  markets 
in  the  Levant.  Spain  is  no  longer  fupplied  as  ufual 
with  the  commodities  of  England  :  the  exports  to 
Gentuny  muft  be  confiderably  diminifhed  by  the 
mifurklerftanding  between  Great-Britain  and  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria;  confequently,  her  greateft,  re- 
iburce  muft  be  in  her  communication  with  her  own 
colonies,  which  confume  her  manufa^lures,  and 
tnake  immenfe  returns  in  fugar,  rum,  tobacco, 
fiih,  timber,  naval  ftores,  iron,  furs,  drugs,  rice. 
End  indigo.  The  fouthern  plantations  likewife  pro- 
duce (ilk  ;  and  with  due  encouragement  might  fur- 
nilh  every  thing  that  could  be  expected  from  the 
mod  fertile  foil  and  the  happieft  climate.  The  con- 
tinent of  North- America,  if  properly  cultivated,  will 
prove  an  inexhauflible  fund  of  wealth  and  ftrength  to 
Great- Britain  ;  and  perhaps  it  may  become  the  laft 
afylum  of  Britifh  liberty.  When  the  nation  is  enflaved 
by  domeftick  defpotifm  or  foreign  dominion  ;  when 
bet  fubftance  is  wafted,  her  fpirit  broke,  and  the 
law^land  conftitutiort  of  England  are  no  more  ;  then 
thofe  colonies,  (etttdff  by  oup  fathers,  may  receive 
ahd  eriterrain  their  fons  as  haplefs  exiles,  and 
fuiiied  refugees. 
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§  XXVL  While  the  continent  of  Europe  and  tlii 
ifles  of  America  were  thus  expofed  to  the  niTages  of 
^y(^  war,  and  fubjcdcd  to  fuch  viciifitudes  of  fortune^ 
Greats  Britain  underwent  a  dangerous  cc^vuHion  in 
her  own  bowels-  The  fon  of  the  CheValier  de  Sn 
George,  fired  with  ambirion,  and  animated  with  the 
hope  of  afcending  the  throne  of  his  anceftors,  re- 
Iblvcd  to  make  an  effort  for  that  purpofe,  which, 
though  it  might  not  be  crowned  wilhfuccefs,  (houhi 
at  lead  aflonifh  all  Chriftendora.  The  Jacobites  in 
England  and  Scotland  had  promifed^  that  if  he  would 
Jand  in  Britain  at  the  head  of  a  regular  army,  they 
would  fupply  him  with  provifions,  carriages  and 
horfes,  and  a  great  number  of  them  declared  they 
would  take  up  arms,  and  join  his  fland^rd  :  but 
they  difapprovcd  of  his  coming  over  without  force^ 
as  a  dangerous  enlerprize,  that  would  in  all  prbba* 
bility  end  in  the  ruin  of  himfclf  and  all  his  adherents. 
This  advice,  including  an  exad  detail  of  his  father^s 
inrcrcft,  with  the  difpofitions  of  his  parricular  friends 
in  every  town  and  county,  was  tranfmitted  to  Lon- 
don in  January,  in  order  to  be  forwarded  to  Prince 
Charles  :  but  the  perfon  with  whom  it  was  intruded 
could  find  no  fafe  method  of  conveyance  ;  fo  that 
i>e  fcnt  it  back  to  Scotland,  from  whence  it  was  dif- 
patched  to  France,  but  before  it  reached  Paris> 
Charles  had  left  that  kingdom.  Had  the  paper 
come  to  his  hands  in  due  time,^  perhaps  he  would 
not  have  embarked  in  the  undertaking,  though  he 
was  ftimulated  to  the  attempt  by  many  concurring 
motives.  Certain  it  is,  he  was  cajoled  by  the  fan^ 
guine  mifieprefentations  of  a  few  adventurers,  who 
hoped  to  profit  by  the  expedition.  They  aflured 
him,  that  the  whole  nation  was  difaflTedled  to  the 
reigning  family :  that  the  people  could  no  longer 
bear  the  immenfe  load  of  taxes^  which  was  daily  in- 
creafing  ;  and  that  the  ipoft  coftfiderable  perfons  of 
the  kingdom  would  gladly  feize  the  firft  opportunity 
of  crowding  to  his  ftandard.     On  the  otner  hand, 
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ke  knew  the  Britifh  government  had  taken  fomecHAP. 
efivdual  ftcps  to  alienate  the  friends  of  his  houfc  ^^f^ 
ftom  the :  principles  they  had  hitherto  profcfled.  yj^ 
Some  of  them,  had  accepted  pods  and  penfions : 
xjthers  were  preferred  in  the  army ;  and  tne  Parlia- 
ment were  fo  attached  to  the  reigning  family,  that 
he  had  nothing  to  hope  from  their  ticliberations.  He 
expe^ed  no  material  fuccour  from  the  court  of 
France :  he  £oTdkw  that  delay  would  diminifti  the 
number  of  his  adherents  in  Grreat- Britain  (  and, 
therefore,  rcfolved  to  feize  the  prefent  occafion,  which 
in  many  rcfpcdls  was  propitious  to  his  defign.  With- 
out doubt,  had  he  been  properly  fupported,  he  could 
jK)t  have  found  a  more  favourable  opportunity  of 
exciting  an  inteftine  commotion  in  Great- Britain : 
for  Scotland  wa9  quite  unfurnifhed  with  troops ; 
King  George  was  in  Germany ;  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland, at  the  head  of  the  Britifti  army,  was  em-^ 
ployed  in  Flanders  and  great  part  of  the  High- 
landers were  keen  for  lnfurrc6lion.  Their  natural 
jmnciples  were  on  this  occafion  ftimulatcd  by  the 
lu^eflion  of  revenge.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
war  a  regiment  of  thofe  people  had  been  formed, 
and  tranfported  with  the  rell  of  the  Britifh  troops  to 
Flanders.  Before  they  were  embarked,  a  number 
of  them  dcicrted  with  their  arms,  on  pretence  that 
they  had  been  decoyed  inlo  the^fer^'ice,  by  promifes 
and  aflurances  that  they  fhould  never  be  feitt  abroad ; 
and  this  was  really  the  cafe.  They  were  overtaken 
by  a  body  of .  horfe,  perfuaded  to  fubmit,  brought 
back  to  London  pinione^l  like  malefactors,  and  tried; 
for  defeition.  Three  were  fliot  to  death  in  terrorew; 
and  the  reft  were  fent  in  exile  to  the  plantations. 
Thofe  who  fcrfFered  were  perfons  of  forne  confequcnce 
in  their  own  country  ;  and  their  fate  was  deeply  re- 
fented  by:tbe  clans  to  which  they  belonged.  It  was 
confidered  as  a  national  outrage :  and  the  High- 
landers, who  are  naturally  vindiflive,  waited  impa- 
tiently foran  ^jiportunity  of  vengeance. 
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BOOK      §  XXVII.  The  young  Pretender  being  fbrniilied 
^    ^^'  ,  with  a  fum  of  money,  and  a  fupply  of  arms,  on  bis 
1745.    private  credit,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Ftendi 
court,  wrote  letters  to  his  friehds  in  Scotland,  ex- 
plaining  his  defign  and  iituation,    intimating  the 
place  where  he  intended  to  land,   axnmanicating  a 
private  fignal,  and  aifuring  them  he  (hoald  be  with 
them  by  the  middle  o£   June-    Thefc  precautioas 
being  taken,   he  embarked  on  board  of  a  finall  fii- 
gate  at  Port  St.  Nazairc,   accompanied  by  the  Mar- 
quis of   Tullibardine,    Sir  Thomas  Sheridan,^   Sir 
John  Macdonald^   with  a  few  other  Iriih  and  Saot> 
tifti  adventurers  ;    and  fctting  fail  on  th^  fourteenth 
of  July,  was  joined  oiF  Bellcifle  by  the  Elifabeth,  a 
French  fhip  of  war,    mounted  with  fixty-fix  gons^ 
as  his  convoy*.     Their  defign  was  to  ikil  roand 
Ireland,  and  land  in  the  weftem  part  of  Scotland; 
but  falling  in  with  the  Lion,   an  Englifh  fhip  of  die 
line,  a  very  obftinate  and  bloody  aiSHon  enfued.     The 
Elifabeth  was  fo  difabled  that  (he  could  not  profe<- 
cute  the  voyage,  and  with  difficulty  reached  the  har- 
bour of  Breft ;  but  the  Lion  was  (battered  to  fuch  % 
degree,   that  fhe  floated  like  a  wreck  upon  the  w»- 
ter.     The  difafler  of  the  Elifabeth  was  a  great  mif- 
fortune  to  the  Adventurer,   as  by  her  being  dHabied 
he  loft  a  great  quantity  of  arms,  and  abotit  one  hun- 
dred  able  officers,  who  were  embarked  on  boarc^of 
her  for  the  benefit  of  his  expedition.     Had  this  ibip 
arrived  in  Scotland,   fhe  could  e»fily  hatae  reduced 
Fort  William,  fituated  in  the  midft  bf^  the  chins  at- 
tached to  the  Snurt  family.     Such  a  conqtieft,  by 
giving  luftre  to  the  Prince's  arms,  would  have  allured 
many  to  his  flandard,  who  were  indifferent  in  point 
of  principle  ;    and  encouraged  a  great  ntimber  of 
Highlanders  to  join  him,  who  were  rcftriAcd  by  the 
apprehenfion,    that  their  wives  and  fatnilies  would 

be 
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be  fiibje^  to  ittfults  from  the  Englifli  garrifon  of  thU  CHAP, 
fortrefs.  Prince  Charles,  in  the  frigate,  continued  his  vj^^l^ 
courfe  to  the  weftern  ifles  of  Scotland.  After  a  vjt^ 
voyage  of  eighteen  days  he  landed  on  a  little  ifland 
between  Bam  and  South-Inft,  two  of  the  Hebrides: 
then  he  rehnbarked,  and  in  a  few  days  arrived  ac^ 
Borodale  in  Arnfacy,  on  the  confines  of  Lochnan- 
aacb,  where  he  was  in  a  little  time  joined  by  a  con- 
fiderabie  number  of  hardy  mountaineers,  under  their 
refpedivc  chiefs  or  leaders.  On  the  nineteenth  day 
of  Auguft,  the  Marquis  of  Tullibardine  ere<5led 
the  Pretender's  llandard  at  Glenfinnan*  Some  of 
tlio^  however,  on  whom  Charles  principally  de- 
peiuled,  now  ftood  aloof,  either  tludtuating  in  their 
IKinciples,  a(ioni(hed  at  the  boldoefs  of  the  under- 
taking, or  ftartled  at  the  remonftrances  of  their 
friefids,  who  did  not  fail  to  reprefent,  in  aggravated 
colours,  all  the  danger  of  embarking  in  fuch  a  def- 
peiate  enterprize.  Had  the  government  a<^ed  with 
proper  vigour  when  they  received  intelligence  of  hi$ 
arrival,  the  Adventurer  muft  have  been  crufhed  in 
eaibno,  before  any  confiderable  number  of  his  ad- 
h^^nts  could  have  been  brought  together  :  but  the 
Lords  of  the  Reg«K:y  feemed  to  flight  the  informar- 
tion,  and  even  to  fufpefl  the  integrity  of  thpfe  by 
whotn  it  was  conveyed.  They  were  foon  convinced 
o£  their  miftake.  Prince  Charies  having  aflembled 
about  iwelve  hundred  raen^  encamped  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Fort- William ;  and  immediately  holli- 
iities  were  commenced.  A  handful  of  Keppoch's 
clao,  commanded  by  Major  Donald  Mac  Donald, 
e^-en  before  they  joined  the  Pretender,  attacked  two 
companies  of  new  raifed  foldiers,  v/ho,  with  their 
officer,  were  dilarmed  after  an  obftinate  difpute : 
another  Captain  of  the  King's  forces,  falling  into 
their  hands,  was  courteoufly  difmilfed  with  one  of 
the  Pretender's  manifeilos,  and  a  pafTport  for  his 
peribnal  iafety.  The  adminiftration  was  now  effec- 
tually alarmed.    Xh?  Lords  of  the  JRegency  ifiued 
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BOOK  a  proclamation,  offering  a  reward  of  thirty  thoufand 
V  ^^'^j  pounds  to  any  pcrfon  who  fhould  apprehend  the 
174^.  ^  Prince- Adventurer.  The  fame  price  was  fet  upon 
•jthe  head  of  the  Ele6lor  of  Hanover,  in  a  proclama- 
tion publifhed  by  the  Pretender.  A  courier  was 
^difpatched  to  Holland,  \o  haften  the  return  of  his 
Majcfty,  who  arrived  in  England  about  the  latter 
end  of  Auguft.  A  requifirion  was  made  of  the  fix 
thoufand  Dutch  auxiliaries  ;  and  feveral  Bririfh  regi- 
ments were  recalled  from  the  Netherlands.  A  loyal 
addrefs  was  prefented  to  the  King  by  the  city  of 
Ix)ndon  ;  and  the  Merchants  of  this  metropolis  re- 
folved  to  raife  two  regiments  at  their  own  expence. 
Orders  were  iffucd  to  keep  the  trained-bands  in 
readinefs ;  to  array  the  militia  of  Weftminfter ;  and 
inffru6lions  to  the  fame  efFe6l  were  fent  to  all  the 
Lords-Lieutenants  of  the  counties  throughout  the 
kingdom.  The  principal  noblemen  of  the  nation 
made  a  tender  of  their  fervices  to  their  Sovereign ; 
and  fome  of  them  received  commiflions  to  levy  regi- 
ments towards  the  fuppreffion  of  the  rebellion-  Bo- 
dies of  volunteers  were  incorporated  in  London,  and 
many  other  places ;  aflbc^iations  were  formed,  lai^e 
contributions  raifed  in  different  towns,  counries, 
and  communiries ;  and  a  great  number  of  eminent 
merchants  in  London  agreed  to  fupport  the  publick 
credit,  by  receiving,  as  ufual.  Bank  notes  in  pay- 
ment for  the  purpofes  of  traffick.  The  Proteftanc 
clergy  of  all  denominations  exerted  themfelves  with 
extroardinary  ardour,  in  preaching  againft  the  reli- 
gion of  Rome  and  the  Pretender ;  and  t4ie  friends 
of  the  government  were  encouraged^  animated,  and 
confirmed  in  their  principles,  by  feveral  fpiritual 
productions  publifhed  for  the  occafion. 

§  XXVIII.  In  a  word,  the  bulk  of  the  nation 
fcemed  unanimoufly  bent  upon  oppofing  the  enter- 
pri/e  of  the  Pretender,  who  nevcrthelefs,  had  al- 
ready made  furpriling  progrefs.  His  arrival  in  Scot- 
land was  np  fooner  cQofirmed,  than  Sir  John  Cope, 
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v/bo  commanded  the  troops  in  that  kingdom,  CHAP, 
aflembled  what  force  he  could  bring  together,  and  y^^ 
advanced  againft  the  rebels.  Underftandihg,  how-  174^"^ 
ever,  that  they  had  taken  pofleffion  of  a  ftrong  pafs, 
he  changed  his  route,  and  proceeded  northwards 
as  far  as  Invernefs,  leaving  the  capital  and  the  fouth- 
em  parts  of  North-Britain  wholly  expofed  to  the 
incur(ions  of  the  enemy.  The  Highlanders  forth- 
with marched  to  Perth,  where  the  Chevalier  de  St. 
George  was  proclaimed  King  of  Great-Britain,  and 
the  publick  money  feized  for  his  ufe:  the  fame  fteps 
were  taken  at  Dundee  and  other  places.  Prince 
Charles  was  joined  by  the  nobleman  who  aflumed 
the  title  of  Duke  of  Perth,  the  Vifcount  Strathal- 
lan,  Lord  Nairn,  Lord  George  Murray,  and  many 
perfon^  of  diflin6lion,  with  their  followers.  The 
Marquis  of  Tullibardine,  who  had  accompanied 
him  from  France,  took  pofleffion  of  Athol,  as  heir 
of  blood  to  the  titles  and  eftates  which  his  younger 
brother  enjoyed  in  confequence  of  his  attainder ;  and 
xjact  with  fome  fuccefs  in  arming  the  tenants  for  the 
fupport  of  that  caufe  which  he  avowed.  The  rebel 
army  being  confidcrably  augmented,  though  very 
iti  proTided  with  arms,  crofl'ed  the  Forth  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Stirling,  and  advanced  towards 
Edinburgh,  where  they  were  joined  by  Lord  Elcho, 
fon  of  the  Earl  of  Wemys,  and  other  perfons  of  fome 
diftinction.  On  the  lixteenth  day  of  September 
Charles  fummoned  the  town  to  furrendcr.  The 
inhabitants  were  divided  by  fa6lion,  and  diftradted 
by  fear:  the  place  was  not  in  a  pofture  of  defence, 
and  the  magiltrates  would  not  cxpofe  the  people  to 
the  uncertain  ilFue  of  an  aflault.  Several  deputa- 
tions were  fent  from  the  town  to  the  Pretender,  in 
order  to  negociate  terms  of  capitulation.  In  the 
mean  time,  one  of  the  gates  being  opened  for  the 
admiffion  of  a  coach,  Cameron  of  Lochiel,  one  of 
the  moft  powerful  of  the  Highland  chiefs,  rufhed 
into  the  place  with  a  party  of  his  men,  and  fccured 
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BOOK  it  without  oppofition.     Next  morning  the  whole 
Jl-       rebel  army  entered,  and  their  Prince  took  pofleffioa 

^''T^^^  of  the  royal  palace  of  Holyrood-houfe  in  the  fuburbs. 
Then  he  caufed  his  father  to  be  proclaimed  at  the 
market-crofs;  there  alfo  the  manifefto  was  read,  in 
which  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George  declared  his  fon 
Charles,  Regent  of  his  dominions,  promifed  to  dif- 
folve  the  Union,  and  redrefs  the  grievances  of  Scot- 
land. His  being  in  pofleffion  of  the  capital  encou- 
raged his  followers,  and  added  reputation  to  his 
arms:  but  the  treafure  belonging  to  the  two  banks 
of  that  kingdom  had  been  previoufly  conveyed  int© 
the  caftle,  a  ftrong  fortrefs,  with  a  good  garrifon, 
under  the  command  of  General  Gueft,  an  old  officer 
of  experience  and  capacity. 

§  XXIX.  During  thefc  tranfadlibns.  Sir  John 
Cope  marched  back  from  Invernefs  to  Aberdeen, 
where  he  embarked  with  his  troops,  and  on  the 
feventeenth  day  of  September  landed  at  Dunbar, 
about  twenty  miles  to  the  eaftward  of  Edinburgh. 
Here  he  was  joined  by  two  regiments  of  dragoons, 
which  had  retired  with  precipitation  from  the  capital 
at  the  approach  of  the  Highland  army.  With  this 
reinforcement,  his  troops  amounted  to  near  three 
thoufand  men ;  and  he  began  his  march  tb  Edin- 
burgh, in  order  to  give  battle  to  the  enemy.  On 
the  twentieth  day  of  the  month,  he  encamped  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Prefton-pans,  having  the  viHage 
of  Tranent  in  his  front,  and  the  fea  in  his  rear. 
Eariy  next  morning  he  was  attacked  by  the  young 
Pretender,  at  the  head  of  about  two  thoufand  four 
hundred  Highlanders  half-armed,  who  charged  them 
fvvord  in  hand  with  fuch  impetuofity,  that  in  lefs 
than  ten  minutes  after  the  battle  began,  the  King*i 
troops  were  broken  and  totally  routed.  The  dra- 
goons fled  in  the  utmoft  confufion  at  the  firft  onfct; 
the  general  officers  having  made  fome  unfuccefsfiil 
efforts  to  rally  them,  thought  proper  to  confult  their 
own  fafety  by  an  expeditious  retreat  towards  Gold- 
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fti'eatb  on  the  Tweeds    All  the  infantry  were  cither  CHAP, 
killed  or  taken;  and  the   colours,  artillery,  tents, ^J^\ 
baggage,  and  military  cheft,  fell  into  the  hands  of    17457 
the  vidor,  who  returned  in  triumph  to  Edinburgh. 
Never  was  vidlory  more  complete,  or  obtained  at  a 
fmaller  expence  ;  for  not  above  fifty  of  the  rebels  loft 
their  lives  in  the  engagement.     Five  hundred  of  the 
King's  troops  were  killed  on  the  field  of  battle  ;  and 
iimong  thefe  Colonel  Gardiner,  a  gallant  officer,  who 
difdained  to  fave  his  life  at  the  expence  of  his  ho^ 
nour.     When  abandoned  by  his  own  regiment  of 
dragoons,  he  alighted  from  his  horfe,  joined  the  in- 
hntry,  and  fought  on  foot,  until  he  fell  covered  with 
wounds,  in   fight  of   his  own    threlhold.      Prince 
Charles  bore  his  good  fonune  with  moderation.     He 
prohibited  all  rejoicings  for  the  vidlory  he  had  ob* 
obtained :  the  wounded  foldiers  were  treated  with 
humanity ;  and  the  officers  were  fent  into^Fife  and 
Angus,  where  they  were  left  at  liberty  on  their  pa- 
role, which  the  greater  part  of  them    fhamefully 
broke  in  the  fequel.     From  this  vi6tory  the  Pre- 
tender reaped  manifold  and   important  advantages. 
Hb  followers  were  armed,    his  party    encouraged, 
and  his  enemies  intimidated.     He  was  fupplied  wirti 
a  train  of  field-artillery,  and  a  confiderable  fum  of 
money,  and  faw  himfelf  pofi^fled  of  all  Scotland^ 
except  the  fortrefles,  the  redudtion  of  which  he  could 
not  pretend  to  undertake    without  proper  imple- 
ments and  engineers.     After  the  battle  he  was  joined 
by  a  fmall  detachment  from  the  Highlands;  and 
fome  chiefs,  who  had  hitherto  been  on  the  refcrvc, 
began  to  exert  their  influence  in  his  favour.     But 
he  was  not  yet  in  a  condition  to  take  advantage  of 
that  confternation  which  his  late  fuccefs  had  dif- 
filfed  through  the  kingdom  of  England. 

&  XXX.  Charles  continued  to  refide  in  the  palace 
of  Holyrood-houfe  * ;  and  took  meafures  for  cutting 

m2  on 

*  While  be  resided  at  Edinburgh,  some  of  the  Presbyterian  Clergy 
id  X0  preack  ia.  the  «hurfihcs  of  that  dty^  ^ad  ^.ublickiy 
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ofFthe  cooimunication  between  the  caille  aixl  thfe 
city.  General  Gueft  declared  that  he  wouW  deonq^ 
"Tt^^  Uih  the  city,  unlefs  the  blockade  ihould  be  raifed, 
fo  as  that  provifion  might  be  carried  irito  the  caiUe. 
After  having  waited  the  return  of  an  e^iprefe  which 
he  had  found  means  to  difpatch  to  Court,  he  begaa 
to  put  his  threats  in  execution,  by  firing  upori  the 
town.  Some  houfes  were  beaten  down,  and  fevcral 
perfbns  killed  even  at  the  market-crofs.  The  citi- 
zens^ alarmed  at  this  difafter,  fent  a  deputation  to 
the  Prince,  entreating  him  to  raife  the  blockade  j 
and  he  complied  with  their  requeft.  Hq  levied  a 
regiment  in  Edinburgh  and  the  neighbourhood.  He 
impofcd  taxes  ;  feized  the  merchandize  that  was  de- 
polited  m  the  King's  warehoufes  at  Leith,  and  other 
places ;  and  compelled  the  city  of  Glafgow  to  ac- 
commodate him  with  a  large  fum,  to  be  repaid  when 
the  peace  of  the  kingdom  (hould  be  re-eftabli(hed. 
The  number  of  his  followers  daily  increafed  :  and 
he  received  confiderable  fupplies  of  money,  artillery, 
and  ammunition,  by  fingle  fhips  that  arrived  from 
France,  where  his  intereft  feemed  to  rife  in  propor- 
tion to  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms.  The  greater  and 
ficher  part  of  Scotland  was  averfe  to  his  family  and 
pretenfions  :  but  the  people  were  unarmed  and  un-t 
difciplined,  confequently  paffiveundcr  his  dominion. 
By  this  time,  however,  the  Prince-Pretender  was 
joined  by  the  Earl  of  Kilmarnock,  the  Lords  Elcho, 
Balmermo,  Ogilvie,  Pitlligo ;  and  the  eldeft  fon  of 
Lord  Lovat  had  begun  to  aflemble  his  father's  clan, 
in  order  to  reinforce  the  Viflor,  whofe  army  lay 
encamped  at  Duddingfton,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Edinburgh*     Kilmarnock  and  Balmerino  were  niicii 

prayed  for  Klnj^  George,  without  suffering  the  least  puDishment  of 
molestation.-  One  minister  in  particular,  oT  the  name  of  Mac  Vicar, 
being  solicited*  by  some  Highlanders  to  pray  for  their  Prince,  pro- 
mised to  comply  lyith  their  request,  and  performed  his  promise  in  words 
to  this  effect :  **  And  as  for  the  young  Prince,  who  is  come  hither  in 
^3  quest  of  an  earthly  crown,  grant,  O  Lord,  that  he  may  speedily  re- 
"  ceivc  a  crown  of  glory.** 
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of  broken  and  dclperatc  fortune  :  Elcho  and  Ogilvic  CHAP* 
were  fons  to  the  Earls  of  Wemys  and  Airly  ;  fo  that     ^^^ 
ihcir  influence  was  far  from  being  extcnfive.     Pitfligo     i74§7^ 
was  a  nobleman  of  a  very  amiable  chara<51er,  as  well 
as  of  great  perfonal  intereft  ;  and  great  dependence 
was  placed  upon  the  power  and  attachment  of  Lord 
Lovar,  who  had  entered  into   private  engagements 
Xvith  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  though  he  ftill 
"wore  the  mafk  of  loyalty  to  the  government,  and 
difavowed  the  condudl  of  his  fon  when  he  declared 
for  the  Pretender.     This  old  nobleman  is  the  fame 
Simon  Frafer  whom  we  have  had  occafion  to  men- 
tion as  a  partifan  and  emiflary  of  the  Court  of  St. 
Gennain's,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  three.     He  had  renounced  his  connexions  with 
that  family  ;  and,  in  the  rebellion  immediately  after 
the  acceflion  of  King  George  I.  approved  himfelf  a 
warm  friend  to  the  Proteftantfucceffion.     Since  that 
period  he  had  been  induced,  by  difguft  and  ambi- 
tion, to  change  his  principles  again,  and  was,  in  fe- 
crct,  an  enthufiaft  in  Jacobitifm.     He  had  greatly 
augmented  his  eftate,  and  obtained  a  confiderablc 
intereft  in  the  Highlands,  where,  however,  he  was 
rather  dreaded  than  beloved.     He  was  bold,  enter- 
prifing,    vain,    arbitrary,  rapacious,  cruel,  and  de- 
ceitful:  but  his   chara(!:ler  was  chiefly  marked  by  a 
fpccies  of  low   cunning  and  diflimulation,  which, 
however,  overfliot  his  purpofe,  and  contributed  to 
his  own  ruin.     While  Charles  refided  at  Edinburgh; 
the  Marquis  de  Guilles  arrived  at  Montrofe,  as  En- 
voy from  the  French  King,  with  feveral  officers,  fomc 
cannon,  and  a  confiderablc  quantity  of  fmall  arms  for 
the  ufe  of  that  Adventurer*. 

§  XXXI.    While  the  young  Pretender  endea- 
voured to  improve  the  advantages  he  had  gained. 


•  He  sollicitcdy  and  js  said  to  have  obtained  of  the  Chevalier  de  St. 
GeoTge,  the  patent  of  a  Dukc^  and  a  oommisiion  for  being  Lord* 
Heutenant  of  all  the  Highlands. 
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B  O  O  K  the  Miniftry  of  Great  ^Brit^n  took  every  poflible 
^^-      mcafure  to  retard  his  progrefs.     Several  poiyerful 
1^457  Chiefs  in  the  Highlanas  were  attached  to  the  go^ 
vernmeot,  and  exerted  themfelves   in   its  defence* 
The  Duke   of  Argyle  began  to  arm  his  vaflids  ;  but 
not  before  he  had  obtained  the  fan6lion  of  the  Le« 
giflature.     Twelve  hundred  men  were  raifed  by  the 
Earl  of  Sutherland  :  the  Lord  Rae  brought  a  confi<^ 
dcrable  number  to  the  field  :  the  Grants  and  Moik- 
roes  appeared  under  their  rcfpedlive  leaders  for  the 
fervice  of  his  Majcfty:  Sir  Alexander  Micdonald 
declared  for  King  George,  and  the  Laird  of  Macleod 
fent  two  thoufand    hardy  iflanders  from  Skie,    to 
(Irengthcn    the   fame    intereft.     Thefc  gentlemen^ 
though  fuppofed  to  be  other  wife  affected,  were  go- 
verned and  diredled  by  the  advice  of  Duncan  Forbes, 
Prcfident  of  the  College  of  Juftice  at  Edinburgh  ; 
a  man  of  extenfive  knowledge,  agreeable  manners, 
and  unblemiQied  integrity.     He  procured  romnuf* 
/ions  for  raifing  twenty  independent  companies,  and 
fome  of  thefe  he  beftowed  upon  individuals  who 
were  either  attached  by  principle,  or  engaged  by 
promife,  to  the  Pretender.     He  a<^ed  with  inde- 
fatigable zeal  for  the  intereft  of  the  reigning  family ; 
and  greatly  injured  an  opulent  fortune  ip  their  fer- 
vice.    He  confirmed  feveral  chiefs  who  began  to 
waver  in  their  principles  ;  fopae  he  adually  converted 
by  the  energy  of  his  arguments,  and  brought  over 
to  the  afliftance  of  <he  government  which  they  had 
determined  to  oppofe  :  others  he  perfuaded  to  re- 
main quiet,  without  taking  any  fhare  in  the  prefent 
^troubles.     Certain  it  is,  this  gentleman,  by  his  in- 
duftry  and  addrefs,  prevented  the  infivrediion  often 
thoufand  Highlanders,  who  would  otherwife  have 
joined  th?  pretender :  and,  therefore,  he  may  be  faid 
to  have  been  one  great  caufe  of  that  Adventurer's 
mifcarriage.    The  Earl  of  Loudon  repaired  to  In- 
▼ernefs,  where  he  completed  his  regiment  of  High- 
landers ;  dire<5led  the  conduct  of  the  clans  who  had 
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Ciken  arms  in  behalf  of  his  Majefty;  and,  by  his  chap. 
rigilance,  over-awed  the  difafFecSted  Chieftains  of  that  ^J^^^ 
countiy,  who  had  not  yet  openly  engaged  in  the  re-  ^^4^ 
bellion.  Immediately  after  the  defeat  of  Cope,  fix 
tboufand  Dutch  troops*  arrived  in  England,  and 
three  battalions  of  guards,  with  feven  regiments  of 
infantry,  were  recalled  from  Flanders,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  kingdom.  They  forthwith  began  their 
march  to  the  North,  under  the  command  of  General 
Wade,  who  received  orders  to  allemble  an  army, 
which  proceeded  to  Newcaftle.  The  Parliament 
meeting  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  Odlober,  his  Majefty 
gave  them  to  underftand,  that  an  unnatural  rebel- 
lion had  broke  out  in  Scotland,  towards  the  fup- 
preffion  of  which  he  craved  their  advice  and  af- 
iiftance.  He  found  both  Houfes  cordial  in  their 
iddrefles,  and  zealous  in  their  attachment  to  his 
perfon  and  government.  The  commons  forthwith 
lufpended  the  Habeas  Corpus  adl;  and  feveral  per- 
fons  were  apprehended  on  fufpicion  of  treafonablc 
prai^ices.  Immediately  after  the  feffion  was  opened, 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland  arrived  from  the  Nether- 
lands, and  was  followed  by  another  detachment  of 
dragoons  and  infantry.  U'he  train  bands  of  Lon- 
don were  reviewed  by  his  Majefty:  the  county  regi- 
ments were  completed ;  the  volunteers,  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  employed  themfelves  induf- 
trioufly  in  the  exercife  of  arms;  and  the  whole  Eng- 
hfti  nation  feemed  to  rife  up  as  one  man  againft  this  ^  ^' 
formidable  invader.  The  government,  bemg  appre- 
henfivc  of  a  defcent  from  France,  appointed  Admiral 
Vernon  to  command  a  fquadron  in  the  Downs,  to 
obfervc  the  motions  of  the  enemy  by  fea,  eipecially 
in  the  harbours  of  Dunkirk  and  Boulogne ;  and  his 

•  They  were  composed  of  the  forces  who  had  been  in  garrison  at 
Toumay  and  Dendermonde  when  those  places  were  taken,  and  en- 
c^^  by  capitulation,  that  they  should  not  perform  any  miliury 
tuoctioQ  before  tlie  first  day  of  January  in  the  year  1747 ;  so  they 
could  not  have  acted  in  En^aad  without  the  iafrin^cnent  of  a  so- 
kma  tietty, 
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BOOK  cruifcrs  took  feveral  fhips  laden  with  foldicrs,  offi- 
Vwi!— ^  cers,  and  ammunition,  deftincd  for  the  fcrvice  of 
^74^  the  Pretender  in  Scotland. 

§  XXXII.  This  cnterprifing  youth,  having  col- 
le6led  about  five  thoufand  men,  refolved  to  make  an 
irruption  into  England,  which  he  accordingly  entered 
by  the  Weft  Border  on  the  fixth  day  of  November 
Carlifle  was  invefted,  and  in  lefs  than  three  days  fur- 
rendered  :  the  keys  were  delivered  to  him  at  Bramp- 
ton, by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  on  their  knees. 
Here  he  found  a  coniiderable  quantity  of  arms:  his 
father  was  .proclaimed  King  of  Great- Britain,  and 
himfelf  Regent,  by  the  Magiftrates  in  their  forma- 
lities. General  Wade  being  apprifed  of  his  progrefe, 
decamped  from  Newcaftle,  and  advanced  acrofs  the 
country  as  far  as  Hexham,  though  the  fields  were 
covered  with  fnow,  and  the  roads  almoft  impaflable. 
There  he  received  intelligence  that  Carlifle  was  re- 
duced, and  forthwith  returned  to  his  former  ftation* 
In  the  mean  time,  orders  were  iffued  for  afiembling 
another  army  in  StafFordfhire,  under  the  command 
of  Sir  John  Ligonier.  Prince  Charles,  notwith- 
ftanding  this  formidable  oppofition,  determined  to 
proceed.  He  had  received  aflurances  from  France, 
that  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  would  be  landed 
on  the  fouthern  coaft  of  Britain,  to  make  a  diverfion 
in  his  favour ;  and  he  never  doubted  but  that  he 
ihould  be  joined  by  all  the  Englifti  malcontents,  as 
foon  as  he  could  penetrate  into  the  heart  of  the 
kingdom.  Leaving  a  fmall  garrifon  in  the  caftle  of 
Carlifle,  lie  advanced  to  Penrith,  marching  on  foot 
in  the  Highland  garb,  at  the  head  of  his  forces ; 
and  continued  his  route  through  Lancafter  and  Pref- 
ton  to  Mahchefter,  where,  on  the  twenty-ninth  day 
of  the  month,  he  eftabliflied  his  head  quarters. 
There  he  was  joined  by  about  two  hundred  Englifh- 
men,  who  were  formed  into  a  regiment,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Townley.  The  inhabitants 
feemed  to  receive  him  with  marks  of  afFedion,  and 
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his  arrival  was  celebrated  by  illuminations,  and  other  CHAP, 
poblick  rejoicing^.  His  fuppofed  intention  u^s  to  ^^^\j 
profccute  his  march  by  the  way  of  Chefter  into  1741. 
Wales,  where  he  hoped  to  find  a  great  number  of 
adherents  >  but  all  the  bridges  over  the  river  Merfey 
being  broken  down,  he  chofe  the  route  to  Stockport, 
and  forded  the  river  at  the  head  of  his  divifion, 
though  the  water  rofe  to  his  middle.  He  pafled 
through  Macclesfield  and  Congleton ;  and  on  the 
fourth  day  of  December  entered  the  town  of  Derby, 
in  which  his  army  was  quartered,  and  his  father  pro- 
claimed with  great  formality.  He  had  now  advanced 
4vithin  one  hundred  miles  of  the  capital,  which  was 
filled  with  terror  and  confufion.  Wade  lingered  in 
Yorkfhire :  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  had  aflumed 
the  command  of  the  other  army  aflfembled  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Lichfield.  He  had  marched  fromi 
Stafford  to  Stone  ;  fo  that  the  rebels,  in  turning  off 
from  Afliborne  to  Derby,  had  gained  a  march  be- 
tween him  and  London.  Had  Charies  proceeded  in 
his  career  with  that  expedition  which  he  had  hitherto 
ufed,  be  might  have  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the 
metropolis,  where  he  would  have  been  certainly 
joined  by  a  confiderable  number  of  his  well-wi(heri, 
who  waited  impatiently  for  his  approach  :  yet  this 
exploit  could  not  have  been  atchicved  without  ha- 
zarding an  engagement,  and  running  the  rifque  cf 
being  cnclofed  within  three  armies,  each  greatly  fu- 
pcrior  to  his  own  in  number  and  artillery.  Orders 
were  given  for  forming  a  camp  on  Finchley-com- 
mon,  where  the  King  refolved  to  take  the  field  in 
perfonjj.  accompanied  by  the  Eari  of  Stair,  Field- 
marefchal  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  forces  in 
South-Britain.  Some  Romifh  Priefts  were  appre- 
hended :  the  militia  of  London  and  Middlefex  were 
kept  in  readinefs  to  march :  double  watches  were 
]i>ofted  at  the  city-gates,  and  fignals  of  alarm  ap*- 
pointed.  The  volunteers  of  the  city  were  incorpo- 
rated into  a  regifDent  ♦  die  practitioners  of  the  law, 
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BOOK  headed  by  the  Judges,  wearers  of  Spital^Fields, 
^^•^  and  other  communities,  engaged  in  aflbciations ;  and 
1745.  even  the  managers  of  the  theatres  offered  to  raife  a 
body  of  their  dependents  for  the  fervice  of  the  go- 
vernment. Notwithftanding  thefc  precautions  and 
appearances  of  unanimity,  the  trading  part  of  the 
city,  and  thofe  concerned  in  the  money  corporaticms^ 
were  overwhelmed  with  fear  and  deje<9ion.  They 
rcpofed  a  very  little* confidence  in  the  courage  or  diu 
cipline  of  their  militia  and  volunteers  :  they  had  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  the  French  were  employed 
in  making  preparations  at  Dunkirk  and  Calais  for  a 
defcent  upon  England  :  they  dreaded  an  infurredtion 
of  the  Roman  CathoUcks,  and  other  friends  of  the 
Houfe  of  Stuart ;  and  they  reflcifted  that  the  High- 
landers, of  whom  by  this  time  they  had  conceived 
a  moft  terrible  idea,  were  within  four  days  march  of 
the  capital.  Alarmed  by  thefe  confiderations,  they 
prognofticated  their  own  ruin  in  the  approaching 
revolution  :  and  their  countenances  exhibited  the 
plained  marks  of  horror  and  defpair.  On  the  other 
nand,  the  Jacobites  were  elevated  to  an  infolencc  of 
hope,  which  they  were  at  no  pains  to  conceal ;  while 
many  people  who  had  no  private  property  to  lofc, 
and  thought  no  change  would  be  for  the  worfc, 
waited  the  iifue  of  this  criiis  with  the  moil  calm  in^ 
difference. 

^  XXXIir.  This  ftate  of  fufpcnfe  was  of  (hort 
juration.  The  young  Pretender  found  himfelf  mi- 
ferably  difappointed  in  his  expectations.  He  had 
now  advanced  into  the  middle  of  the  kingdom,  and 
except  a  few  that  joined  him  at  Manchefter,  not  a 
foul  appeared  in  his  behalf :  one  would  have  ima- 
gined that  All  the  Jacobites  of  England  had  bcqn 
annihilated.  The  Welfh  took  no  ftep  to  excite  an 
infurre6tion  in  bis  favour :  the  French  made  no  at- 
tempt towards  an  invafion  :  his  Court  was  divided 
into  factions  :  the  Highland  Chiefs  began  to  mur- 
mur^ and  their  clans  to  be  miruly  :  he  faw  himfelf 
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iMJtb  a  handful  of  men  hemmed  in  between  two  con*  CHAP, 
lidcrable  armies,  in  the  middle  of  winter,  and  in  a   ^^^-^ 
country  difafie6led  to  his  caufe.     He  knew  he  could 
Dot  proceed  to  the  metropolis  without  hazarding  a 
battle,  and  that  a  defeat  would  be  attended  with  the 
inevitable  de(lru6Uon  of  himfelf  and  all  his  adhe- 
rents ;   and  he  had  received  information   that  his 
friends  and  officers  had  affembled  a  body  of  forces 
in  the  North,  fupcrior  in  number  to  thole  by  whom 
be  was  attended.     He  called  a  council  at  Derby; 
and  propofed  to  advance  towards  London  :  the  pro* 
poial  was  fupported  by  Lord  Nairn  with  great  vehe- 
mence ;  but,  after  violent  difputes,  the  majority  de- 
termined that  they  (hould  retreat  to  Scotland  with  all 
poffiblc  expedition.     Accordingly,  they  abandoned 
Derby  on  the  fixtb  day  of  December,  early  in  the 
morning,  and  meafured  back,  the  route  by  which 
they  had  advanced.     On  the  ninth  their  vanguard 
arnved  at  Manchefter :  on  the  twelfth  they  entered 
Prefton,  and    continued  their    march    northwards* 
The  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  was  encamped  at 
Meriden,  when  firft  apprifed  of  their  retreat,  de- 
tached the  horfe  and  dragoons  in  purfuit  of  them  ; 
while  General  Wade  began  his  march  from  Ferry-  ^ 
bridge  in  Lancafhire,  with  a  view  of  intercepting 
tbem  in  their  route :  but  at  Wakefield  he  under- 
ilood  that  they  had  already  reached  Wigan:  he, 
therefore,  repaired  to  his  old  port  at  Newcaftlc,  af- 
ter having  detached  General  Oglethorpe,  with  bis 
horfe  and  dragoons,  to  join  thofe  who  had  been  fent 
off  firom  the  Duke's  army.     They  purfued  with  fuch 
alacrity,  that  they  overtook  the  rear  of  the  rebels, 
with  which  they  Ikirmifhed,  in   Lancafhire.    The 
militia  of  Cumberland  and  Weflmoreland  were  raifed' 
and  armed  by  the  Duke's  order,  to   harafs  them  in 
their  march.     The  bridges  were  broken  down,  the 
roads  damaged,  and  the  beacons  lighted  to  alarm 
.  the  country.     Neverthelefs,  they  retreated  regularly 
with  their  fmall  train  of  artUlery.     They  were  over- 
taken 
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flO  OK  taken  at  the  village  of  Clifton,  in  the  neighbourhood 
^^^-      of  Penrith,  by  two  regiments  of  dragoons.     Thefc 
^74^7^  ahghted,  and  lined  the    hedges,  in  order  to   harafs 
part  of  the    enemy's  rear-guard,    commanded    by 
Lord  John  Murray  ;  who  at  the  head  of  the  Mac- 
pherfons,  attacked  the  dragoons  fword  in  hand,  and 
repulfed  them  with  fome  lofs.     On  the  nineteenth 
day  of  the  month,  the  Highland  army  reached  Car- 
lifle,  vvtre  the  majority  of  the  Englifh  in   the    fcr- 
vice  ot  the  Pretender  were  left,  at  their  own  defirc. 
Charles,   having  reinforced  the  garrifon  of  the  place, 
crofled  the  rivers  Eden  and  Solway  into  Scotland, 
having  thus  accomplifhed  one  of  the  moft  furprizing 
retreats  that  ever  was  performed.     But  the  moft  re- 
markable circumftance  of  this  expedition,  was  the 
moderation  and  regularity  with  which  thofe  ferocious 
people  condu6led  themfelves  in  a  country  abound* 
ing  with  plunder.     No  violence^vas  offered  ;  no  out*- 
rage  committed  ;  and  they  were  effectually  reftraincd 
from  the  exercife  of  rapine.     Notwithflanding  the 
exceflive  cold,  the  hunger,  and  fatigue  to   which 
they  muft  have  been  expofed,  they  left  behind    no 
fick,  and  loft  a  very  few  (Iragglers  ;  but  retired  with 
deliberation,  and   carried   off  their   cannon   in    the 
face  of  their  enemy.     ^The  Duke  of  Cumberland 
invefted  Carlifle  with  his  whole  army  on  the  twenty- 
firft  day  of.   December,  and   on  the   thirtieth    the 
garrifon  furrendered  on  a  fort  of  capitulation  made 
with  the  Duke  of  Richmond.  The  prifoners,  amount- 
ing to  about  four  hundred,  were   imprifoned  in  dif- 
ferent gaols  in  England,  and  the  Duke  returned   to 
London. 

§  XXXIV.  The  Pretender  proceeded  by  the  way 
''  of  Dumfries  to  Glafgow,  from  which  laft  city   he 

cxadled  feverc  contributions,  on  account  of  its  at- 
tachment to  the  government,  for  whofe  fervice  it 
had  raifcd  a  regiment  of  nine  hundred  men  under 
the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Home.  Having  cort- 
tinued  feveral  days  at  Glafgow,  he  advanced  towards 
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Stirling,  and  was  joined  by  fome  forces  which  had  CHAT, 
been  ailembled  in  his  abfence  by  Lords  Lewis ^^^^^^^ 
Gordon  and  John  Drummond,  brothers  to  the  1746. 
Dukes  of  Gordon  and. Perth.  This  laft  nobleman 
bad  arrived  from  France  in  November,  with  a 
finall  reinforcenxent  of  French  and  IriOi,  and  a, 
Gommiflion  as  General  of  thefe  auxiharies.  He 
fixed  his  head  quarters  at  Perth,  where  he  was  re- 
inforced by  the  Earl  of  Cromartie,  and  other  clans, 
to  the  number  of  two  thoufand,  and  he  was  ac- 
commodated with  a  fmall  train  of  artillery.  They 
had  found  means  to  furprize  a  floop  of  war  at  Mon-^ 
trofe,  with  the  guns  of  which  they  fortified  that 
harbour.  Thfey  had  received  a  confiderable  fum  o£ 
money  from  Spain.  They  took  poUeflion  of  Dun- 
dee, Dumblaine,  Downcaftle,  and  laid  Fife  under 
contribution.  The  Earl  of  Loudon  remained  at 
Invemefs,  with  about  two  thoufand  Highlanders  in 
the  fervice  of  bis  Majcfty.  He  convoyed  provi^ 
fions  to  Fort-Auguftus  and  Fort- William  :  he  fe- 
cured  the  perfon  of  Lord  Lovat,  who  ilill  tempor 
rifed,  and  at  length  this  cunning  veteran  accom- 
pUfhed  his  efcape.  The  Laird  of  Macleod,  and 
Mr.  Monro  of  Culcairn,  being  detached  frorii  In- 
Tcrnefs  towards  Aberdeenfhire,  were  furpriied  and 
routed  by  Lord  Lewis  Gordon  at  Inverary  :  and  that 
intereft  fcemed  to  preponderate  in  the  north  o£ 
Scotland.  Prince  Charles  being  joined  by  Lord 
John  Drummond,  invefted  the  caftle  of  Stirling, 
i/i  which  General  Blakeney  commanded  :  but,  hit 
people  were  fo  little  ufed  to  enterprizes  of  this^ 
kind,  that  they  made  very  little  progrefs  in  their 
operations. 

^  XXXV.  By  this  time,  a  confiderable  body  of 
forces  was  aflembled  at  Edinburgh,  under  the  con- 
du6t  of  General  Hawley,  wlio  determined  to  relieve 
StirUng-caftle,  and  advanced  to  Linlithgow  on  tha 
thirteenth  day  of  January  :  next  day  his  whole  army 
rendczvoufed  at  Falkirk,  while  the  rebels  were  can- 
toned 
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BOOK  toned    abont    Bannockbum.     On  the  feventeedtlt 
xJ^\j  day  of  the  month,  they  began  their  march  in  two 
1746.    columns  to  attack    the    King's    forces,    and    had 
forded  the  water  of  Carven,  within  three  miles  of 
Hawley's  camp,  before  he  difcovered  their  intention. 
Such  was  his  obftinacy,  felf- conceit,  or  contempt  erf 
the  enemy,  that  he  flighted  the  repeated  intelligence 
he  had  received  of  their  motions  and  defign,  firmly 
believing  they  durft  not  hazard  an  engagement.     At 
kngth,    perceiving  they  had  occupied  the    rifing 
ground  to  the  fouthwara  of  Falkirk,    he  ordered  his 
cavalry  to  advance,    and  drive  them  from  the  emi- 
nence :  while  his  infantry  formed,  and  were  drawn  up 
in  order  of  battle.     The  Highlanders  kept  up  their 
fire,    and  took  aim  fo  well,   that  the  ailailants  were 
,    broke  by  the  firft  volley  :  they  retreated  with  preci- 
pitation, and  fell  in  amongfl  the  infantry,  which  were 
Ukewife  difcompofed  by  the  wind  and  rain  beating 
with  great  violence  in  their  feces,  wetting  their  pow- 
der, and  difturbing  their  eye-fight.     Some  of  the 
dragoons  rallied,  and  advanced  again  to  the  charge, 
with  part  of  the  infantry  which  had  not  been  en- 
gaged :   then  the  Pretender  marched  up  at  the  head 
of  his  corps  de  referve,  confifting  of  the  regiment 
of  Lord   John.Drummond,  and  the  Irifh  piquets. 
Thefe  reinforcing  the  Camerons  and  the  Stuarts  in 
the  front  line,    immediately  obliged  the  dragoons  to 
give  way  a  fecond  time  :    and  they  again  difordered 
the  foot  in  their  retreat.     They  fet  fire  to  their  camp, 
and  abandoned  Falkirk  with  their  baggage  and  train, 
which  laft  had  never  reached  the  field  of  battle. 
The  rebels  followed  their  firfl:  blow,   and  great  part 
of    the  royal  army,    after  one  irregular  difcharge, 
turned  their  backs,   and  fled  in  the  utmoft  confter- 
nation.     In  all   probability  few   or  none  of  tbeni 
would  have  efcaped,    had  not  General  Huflce,  and 
Brigadier  Cholmondeley,   rallied  part  of  fome  regi- 
ments, and  made  a  gallant  fland,  which  fevoured 
the  retreat  of  the  reft  to  Falkirk,  firom  whence  they 
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ttnrtd  in  confufion  to  Edinburgh,   leaving  the  field  c  H  AP, 
of  battle,    with  part  of  their  tents  and  artillery,    to  .J^^ 
the  rebels :    but  their  lofs  of  men  did  not  exceed    174I7 
three  hundred,  including  Sir  Robert  Monro,  Colonel 
Whitney,  and  fome  other  officers  of  diftin<5lion.     It 
was  at  this  period,    that  the  officers  who  had  been 
taken  at  the  battle  of  Prefton-pans,  and  conveyed  to 
Angus  and  Fife,  finding  themfelves  unguarded,  broke 
their  parole,  and  returned  to  Edinburgh,  on  pretence 
of  their  having  been  forcibly  releafed  by  the  inh\bi- 
tants  of  thofe  parts*. 

§  XXXVL  General  Hawley,  who  had  boafted 
that,  with  two  regiments  of  dragoons,  he  would  drive 
the  rebel  army  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the 
other,  incurred  abundance  of  cenfure  for  the  difpofi- 
tion  he  made,  as  well  as  for  his  condu6l  before  and 
after  the  adion  :  but  he  found  means  to  vindicate 
kimfelf  to  the  fatisfedlion  of  his  fovercign,  Ncver- 
tbelefs,  it  was  judged  neceflfary  that  the  army  in  Scot- 
land fhould  be  commanded  by  a  General  in  whom 
the  foldiers  might  have  fome  confidence ;  and  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  was  chofen  for  this  purpofe. 
Over  and  above  his  being  beloved  by  the  army,  it 
was  fuggefted,  that  the  appearance  of  a  Prince  of  the 
Blood  in  Scotland  might  have  a  favourable  effcA 
upon  the  minds  of  people  in  that  kingdom :  he, 
therefore,  began  to  prepare  for  his  northern  expedi- 
tion. Mean  while,  tne  French  minifier  at  the  Hague 
having  reprefented  to  the  States-General,  that  the 
auxiliaries  which  tkfey  had  fent  into  Great-Britain 
were  part  of  the  garrifons  of  Tournay  and  Dendcr- 
monde^  and  reftridled  by  the  capitulation  from  bear- 
ing arms  againft  France  for  a  certain  term,  the  States 
thought  proper  to  recall  them,  rather  than  come  to 
an  open  rupture  with  his  Mod  Chriftian  Majcfty.  Tn 
the  room  of  thofe  troops  fix  thoufand  Heffians  were 

•  Sir  Peter  Halket,  Captain  Lucy  Scott,  Lieutenants  Farquharsou 
ftiul  Cummingi  with  a  few  other  gentlemen,  adhered  punctually  f 
iktk  pvok,  aad  their  coadua  vru  approved  by  hlsMajeity. 
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BOOK  trinf ported  front  Flanders  to  Leith,    where  thiey  ar-^ 
^^  rived  in  the  bcgitining  of  Febmary,  under  the  cam- 

^74^7  ttiand  of  th^ir  Prince,  Frederick  of  Hefle,  fon- in- 
law to  his  Britannick  Majefty,  By  this  time  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  had  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
the  ttoops  in  Ediiiburgh,  confiftiog  of  fourteen  bat- 
tahons  of  infantry,  two  regiments  of  dragoons,  and; 
twelve  hundred  Highlanders  from  Ai^yleOiire,  under 

An.  1746.  the  command  of  Colonel  Campbell.     On  the  lafl:  day 
of  January,  his  Royal  Highncts  began  his  march  tx> 
Linlithgow ;    and  the  enemy  who  had  renewed  the 
ficge  of  Stiriing-caftje,  not  only  abandoned  that  en- 
terprize,   but  crofled  the  river  Forth  with  prccipita— * 
tion.     Their  Prince  found  great  difficulty  in  main- 
taining his  forces,  that  part  of  the  country  beiiig 
quite  exhaufted.     He  hoped  to  be  reinforced  in  the^ 
Highlands^  and  to  receive  fupplies  of  all  kinds  from- 
Ffance  and  Spain :  he,  therefore,  retired  by  Badenoch 
towards  Ifivernefs,  which  the  Eari  of  Loudon  aban-^ 
doned  at  his  approach, .  The  fort  was  furfendercd  to 
him  almoft  without  oppofition,  and  here  he  fixed  his 
head  quarters.     His  next  exploit  wa&  the  liege   of 
Fort-Auguftus,    which  he  in  a  little  time  reduced*  . 
The  Duke  of  Cumberland  having  fecured  the  im- 
portant pofts  of  Srirling  and  Perth,  with  the  Heffian. 
battalions,    advanced   with   the  army  to  Aberdeen, 
where  he  was  joined  by  the  Duke  of  Gordon,    the 
Earls  of  Aberdeen  and  Findlater,  the  Laird  of  Grant, 
lind  other  perfons  of  diftin(ftion. 

§  XXXVII.  While  he  remained  in  this  place,  re- 
frefliing  his  troops,  and  preparing  magazines,  a  partyp 
of  the  rebels  furprized  a  detachment  of  KingftonV 
horfe,  and  about  feventy  Arjgylefhire  Highlanders,  at 
Keith,  who  were  either  killed  or  taken.     Several  ad^  . 
Vanced  parties  of  that  militia  met  with  the  fame  fati^ 
in  different  places.     Lord  George  Miu-ray  ioreftBA 
the  cafUe  of  Blair,  which  was  defended  by  Sir  Andrew:  - 
Agnew,  until  a  body  of  Hellians  marched  to  its  re-    \ 
lief,  and  obliged  the  rebels  to  retire,*    The  Prince- 
•     g-  Pretender 
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Rttcndcr  ordered  all  his  forces  to  affemble,  in  order  CH  A  P. 
to  begin  their  march  for  Aberdeen,  to  attack  the^^j^ 
Duke  of  Cumberland :  but,  in  confequence  of  a  re-  ^^y^ 
fflonftrance  from  the  clans,  who  declined  leaving 
their  families  at  the  mercy  of  the  King's  garrifon  in 
Fort- William^  he  refolvcd  previoufly  to  reduce  that 
fortrcfs,  the  liege  of  which  was  undertaken  by  Briga- 
dier Stapleton,  an  engineer  in  the  French  fer\'ice  2 
but  the  place  was  fo  vigoroufly  maintained  by  Cap- 
tain Scot,  that  in  the  beginning  of  April  they  thought, 
proper  to  relinquilh  the  enterprize.  The  Earl  of 
Loudon  had  retired  into  Sutherland,  and  taken  poll 
at  Dornoch,  were  his  quarters  were  beat  up  by  a 
firong  detachment  of  the  rebels,  commanded  by  the 
Duke  of  Perth  :  a  major  and  fixty  men  were  taken 
prifoners  ;  and  the  Earl  was  obliged  to  take  (helter 
in  the  Me  of  Skye.  Thefe  little  checks  were  counter- 
balanced by  fome  advantages  which  his  Majefty'a 
anns  obtained.  The  floop  of  war  which  the  rebels 
had  furprized  at  Montrofe  was  re-taken  in  Suther- 
land, with  a  conliderable  fum  of  money,  and  a  great 
quantity  of  arms  on  board,  which  (he  had  brought 
from  France  for  the  ufe  of  the  Pretender.  In  the 
fame  county,  the  Earl  of  Cromartie  fell  into  an  am- 
bufcade,  and  was  taken  by  the  militia  of  Sutherland, 
who  likewife  defeated  a  body  of  the  rebels  at  Gold- 
fpic.  This  a6U6n  happened  on  the  very  day  which 
has  been  rendered  famous  by  the  Tidtory  obtained  at 
Culloden. 
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CHAP.    IX. 

^  I.  The  rebels  are  totally  defeated  at  CuUoden.  \  11. 
The  Duke  of  Cumberland  takes  foffejfion  of  Inveriufs^ 
and  afterwards  encamps  at  Fort-Au^fius.  \  III, 
The  Prince^  Pretender  efcapes  to  Prance.  %  IV. 
C'jnvulfion  in  the  mmflry.  %  V.  Liberality  of  the 
Conunons.  ^VL  Trial  of  the  Rebels.  Kilmarnock^ 
Balmerinoy  Lovat,  and  Mr.  RatcUffy  are  beheaded 
on  Tower-hill.  §  VII.  The  States-General  alarmed 
at  the  progrefs  of  the  French  in  the  Netherlands. 
§  VIII.  Count  Saxefubdues  all  Flanders^  Brabant, 
and  Hainault.  §  IX.  Reduces  theftrongfortrefs  oj 
Namury  and  defeats  the  allied  army  at  Raucoux. 
§  X.  The  French  and  Spaniards  are  compelled  to 
abandon  Piedmont  and  the  Milanefe.  §  XI.  Dm 
Philip  is  worjled  at  Codogno,  and  afterwards  at 
Porto  Freddo.  §  XII.  The  Aujlrians  take  pofefim 
of  Genoa.  Count  Brown  penetrates  into  Provence. 
^  XIII.  The  Genoefe  expel  the  Auflrians  from  thar 
city.  §  XIV.  Madras  in  the  Eaji-Indies  taken  hj 
the  French.  §  XV.  Expedition  to  the  coafi  ofBre- 
tagne,  and  attempt  upon  Port  V  Orient.  ^  XVI. 
Naval  tranfaOions  in  the  Wefl^Indies.  Cotrferencts 
at  Breda.  §  XVIL  Vafl  fupplies  granted  by  the 
Commons  of  England.  ^  XVlII.  Parliament  dif 
folved.  4  XIX.  The  French  and  Allies  take  the 
field  in  Flanders.  %  XX.  Prince  of  Orange  ele3id 
Stadtholder^  Captain^General^  atid  Admiral  of  the 
United  Provinces.  §  XXI.  The  Confederates  de- 
feated at  Laffeldt.  §  XXII.  Siege  of  Bergen-op' 
Zoom.  ^  XXI II.  The  Auflrians  undertake  thefepe 
of  Genoa ^  which ^  however^  they  abandon.  ^  XXIV. 
The  Chevalier  de  Belletfleflain  in  theattackof  Exilles. 
^  XXV.  A  French  fquadron  defeated  and  taken  hj 
the  Admirals  Anfon  and  Warren.  %  XXVI.  Ad- 
fmral  Hawke  obtains  another  vsBory  over  the  French 
at  fea.      k    XXVII.     Other   naval  tranfa&ions. 
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§  XXVIII.  Congrefs  rfAix^a-ChapeJle.  §  XXIX. 
Compliant  temper  of  the  new  Parliament.  Prelimi- 
nanesjigned.  k  AXX.  Preparations  for  the  cam- 
paign in  the  Netnerhnds.  §  XXXI.  Siege  ofMaef- 
trick  t.  Cejfation  of  arms.  %  XXXII.  'rranfaSions 
in  the  Eaft  and  mji- Indies.  §  XXXIII.  Conclu- 
fion  of  the  Definitive  treaty  at  Jix-la-Chapelle. 

^I.TN  the  beginning  of  April,  the  Duke  o^q^^^-^ 
^  Cumberland  began  his  march  from  Aber-  ix.  • 
dccn,  and  on  the  twelfth  paflcd  the  deep  and  rapid  ^"^^^^ 
river  Spey,  without  oppofition  from  the  rebels, 
though  a  detachment  ot  them  appeared  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide.  Why  they  did  not  difputc  the  paflagc 
IS  not  eafy  to  be  conceived :  but,  indeed,  from  this 
iniiance  of  negle6l,  and  their  fubfequ«nt  condu<5t, 
we  may  conclude  they  were  under  a  total  infatua- 
tion. His  Royal  Highnefs  proceeded  to  Nairn, 
where  he  received  intelligence,  that  the  enemy  had 
advanced  from  Invernew  to  Cullodcn,  about  the 
diftance  of  nine  miles  from  the  royal  army,  with 
intention  to  give  him  battle.  The  defign  of  Charles 
was  to  march  in  the  night  from  Culloden,  and  fur- 
prize  the  Duke's  army  at  day  break :  for  this  pur- 
pofe  the  Englifh  camp  had  been  reconnoitred ;  and 
on  the  night  of  the  fitteenth  the  Highland  army  be- 
gan to  march  in  two  columns.  Their  defign  was 
to  furround  the  enemy,  and  attack  them  at  once  on 
all  quarters  :  but  the  length  of  the  columns  embar- 
rafled  the  march,  fo  that  the  army  was  obliged  to 
make  many  halts:  the  men  hnd  been  under  arms 
during  the  whole  preceding  night,  were  faint  with 
hunger  and  fatigue,  and  many  of  them  overpowered 
with  deep.  Some  were  unable  to  proceed;  others 
dropped  off  unperceived  in  the  dark  ;  and  the  march 
was  retailed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  would  have 
been  impoffible  to  reach  the  Duke's  camp  before 
fun-rife.  The  defign  being  thus  fruftrated,  the 
Princc-Prttendcr  was  with  great  rclu<5lancc  prevailed 
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BOOK  upon  by  his  general  officers  to   mcafure  back  his 
v^L^  way  to  CuUoden ;  at  which  place  he  had  no  fooner 
^746^^  arrived,    than  great  numbers  of  his  followers  dif- 
perfed  in  queft  of  provifion  ;  and  many,  overcome 
with  wearinefs  and  flcep,  threw  themfelves  down  on 
the  heath,  and  along  the  park  walls.     Their  repofe, 
however,  was  foon  interrupted  in  a  very  difagrce- 
ablc  manner.     Their  Prince  receiving  intelligence 
that  his  enemies  were  in  full  march  to  attack  him, 
refolvcd  to  hazard  an  engagement,  and  ordered   his 
troops  to  be  formed  for  that  purpofe.     On  the  fix- 
teenth  day  of  April,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  ha- 
ving made  the  proper  difpofitions,  decamped  from 
Nairn  early  in  the  morning,  and  after  a  march  of 
nine  miles   perceived  the  Highlanders  drawn  up  in 
order  of  battle,  to  the   number  of  four  thoufand 
men,  in  thirteen  divifions,  fupplied  with  fome  pieces 
of  artillery.      The  royal    army,  which  was   much 
more  numerous,  the  Duke  immediately  formed  into 
three  lines,  difpofed  in  excellent  order :  and  about 
one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  cannonading  began. 
The  artillery  of  the  rebels  was  ill  fcrved,  and  did 
very  little  execution  ;  but  that  of  the  King's  troops 
made  dreadful  havock  among  the  enemy.     Impa- 
tient of  this  fire,  their  front-line  advanced  to  the 
attack,  and  about  five  hundred  of  the  clans  charged 
the  Duke's  left  wing  with  their  usual  impetuofity. 
One  regiment  was  difordered  by  the  weight  of  this 
column  ;  but  two  battalions  advancing  from  the  fe- 
cond  line,  fuflained  the  firft,  and  foon  put  a  flop  to 
their  career,  by  a  fevcre  fire,  that  killed  a  great  num- 
ber.    At  the  fame  time,  the  dragoons  under  Haw- 
ley,  and  the  Argyleihire  militia  pulled  down  a  park 
wall  that  covered  their  right  flank,  and  the  cavalry 
falling  in  among  the  rebels  fword  in  hand,  com- 
pleted  their   confufion.     The   French  piquets   on 
their  left,  covered  the  retreat  of  the  Highlanders  by 
a  clofe  and  regular  fire  ;  and  then  rerired  to  Inver- 
ncfs,  where  they  furrendered  themfelves  prifoners  of 
7  wat 
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wan  An  entire  body  of  the  rebels  marched  ofF  the  CHAP, 
field  in  order,  with  their  pipes  playing,  and  the  ^X. 
Pretender's  ftandard  difplayed ;  the  reft  were  routed  ^^7746*^ 
with  great  llaughter ;  and  their  Prince  was  with  re- 
luctance prevailed  upon  to  retire.  In  lefs  than 
thirty  minutes  they  were  totally  defeated,  and  the 
field  covered  with  the  flain.  The  road,  as  far  as 
Invemefs,  was  ftrewed  with  dead  bodies ;  and  a 
great  number  of  people,  who,  from  motives  of  cu- 
riofity,  had  come  to  fee  the  battle,  were  facrificed 
to  the  undiftinguifhed  vengeance  of  the  vi6lors. 
Twelve  hundred  rebels  were  flain  or  wounded  on 
the  field,  and  in  the  purfuit.  The  Earl  of  Kilniiar- 
nock  was  taken  ;  and  in  a  few  days  Lord  Balmerino 
furrendered  to  a  country  gentleman,  at  whofe  houfe 
he  prcfented  himfelf  for  this  purpofe.  The  glory  of 
the  vi<5lory  was  fullied  by  the  barbarity  of  the  foldiers. 
They  had  been  provoked  by  their  former  difgraces 
to  the  moft  favage  thirft  of  revenge.  Not  content- 
ed with  the  blood  which  was  fo  profufely  fhed  in  the 
heat  of  a<ftion,  they  traverfed  the  field  after  the  bat- 
tle, and  maflacred  thofe  miferable  wretches  who  lay 
maimed  and  expiring :  nay,  fome  officers  aCled  a 
part  in  this  cruel  fcene  of  aflaflination,  the  triumph 
of  low  illiberal  minds,  uninfpired  by  fentiment,  un- 
timSlured  by  humanity.  The  vanquifhed  Adven- 
turer rode  off  the  field,  accompanied  by  the  Duke 
of  Perth,  Lord  Elcho,  and  a  few  horfemen  ;  he 
crofled  the  water  of  Nairn,  and  retired  to  the  houfe 
of  a  gentleman  in  Struttharick,  where  he  conferred 
with  old  Lord  Lovat ;  then  he  difmified  his  follow- 
ers, and  wandered  about,  a  wretched  and  folitary 
fugitive,  among  the  ifles  and  mountains  for  the  fpace 
of  five  months,  during  which  he  underwent  fuch  a 
ferics  of  dangers,  hard(hips,  and  mifery,  as  no  other 
perfon  ever  out-lived.  Thus,  in  one  Ihort  hour,  all 
nis  hope  vanilhed,  and  the  rebellion  was  entirely 
cxtinguifhed.  One  would  almoft  imagine,  the  con- 
dui^ors  of    this  defperate  enterprize  had  confpired 
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BOOK  their  own  dcftru6Kon,    as  they  certainly  ncglcAc4 
^'-      every  ftep  that  might  have  contributed   to  thcii 
1745,    lafcty  or  fuccefs.     They  might  have  oppofed  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  at  the  pailage  of  the  Spey ; 
they  might,  by  proper  conduit,   have  afterwards  at- 
tacked his  camp  in  the  night,  with  a  good  profpe6t 
of  fuccefs.     As  they  were  gjreatly  inferior  to  him  in 
number,    and  weakened  with  hunger  and  £Eitigue,^ 
they  might  have  retired  to  the  hills  and  f^ilneiTes, 
where  they  would  have  found  plenty  of  live  cattle 
for  provifion,    recruited  their  regiments,   and  been 
joined  by  a  (Irong  reinforcement,  which  was  actually 
in  full  march   to  their  afliflance.     But  they  were 
diftnuSted  by  difleniions  and  jealoufies :  they  obeyed 
the  di6lates  of  defpair,  and  wilfully  devoted  them- 
felves  to  ruin  and  death.     When  the  news  of  the 
battle  arrived  in  England,  the  nation  was  traofported 
with  joy,  and  extolled  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  as 
a  hero  and  deliverer.     Both  Houfes  of  Parliament 
congratulated  his  Majefty  on  the  aufpicious  event. 
They  decreed,   in  the  moft  fokmn  manner,    their 
pubhck  thanks  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  which  were 
tranfmitted  to  him  by  the  Speakers  ;  and  the  Com- 
mons,   by  bill,    added   five^and-twenty    thouland 
pounds  per  annum  to  his  former  revenue. 

&  11.  Immediately  after  the  decifive  a6^ion  at 
Cullodcn,  the  Duke  took  pofleflion  of  Invcrnefs, 
where  fix-and-thirty  dcfertcrs,  convi6led  by  a  court- 
martial,  were  ordered  to  be  executed  :  then  he  de- 
tached feveral  parties  to  ravage  the  country.  One 
of  thefc  apprenended  the  Lady  Mackintofli,  who 
was  fent  prifoner  to  Invernefs.  They  did  not  plun- 
der her  noufe,  but  drove  away  her  catde,  though 
her  hufband  was  adually  in  the  fcrvice  of  govern- 
ment. The  caftle  of  Lord  Lovat  was  deftroyed. 
The  French  prifbners  were  fent  to  Carlifle  and  Pen- 
rith :  Kilmarnock,  Balmerino,  Cromartie,  and  bis 
fon  the  Lord  Macleod,  were  conveyed  by  fea  to 
London  ;  and  thofe  of  an  inferior  rank  were  confined 
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in  different  prifons.  The  Marquis  of  Tullibardine,  CHAP, 
tc^ether  with  a  brother  of  the  Earl  of  Dunmore,  ^^^^l^j 
were  feized,  and  tranfportcd  to  the  Tower  of  Lo.i-  1746!"^ 
doD,  to  which  the  Earl  of  Traquire  had  been  com- 
mitted on  fufpicion  :  in  a  few  months  after  the  bat* 
tie  of  CuUoden,  Murray,  the  Pretender's  Seifretary, 
waa  apprehended ;  and  the  cldeft.fon  of  Lord  Lovat, 
having  furrendered  himfelf,  was  imprifoned  in  the 
caiUe  of  Edinburgh.  In  a  word,  all  the  gaols  of 
Great-Britain,  from  the  captital  northwards,  were 
filled  with  thofe  unfortunate  captives ;  and  great 
numbers  of  them  were  crouded  together  in  the  holds 
of  (hips,  where  they  perifhed  in  the  moft  deplorable 
manner,  for  want  of  neceflaries,  air,  and  exercife. 
Some  rebel  chiefs  efcaped  in  two  French  frigates, 
which  had  arrived  on  tne  coaft  of  Lochaber  about 
the  end  of  April,  and  engaged  three  vcflels  belong- 
ing to  his  Britannick  Majeily  which  they  obliged 
to  retire.  Others  embarked  on  board  of  a  fhip  on 
the  coaft  of  Buchan ;  and  were  conveyed  to  Norway, 
from  thence  they  travelled  to  Sweden.  In  the 
month  of  May,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  advanced 
with  the  army  into  the  Highlands,  as  far  as  Fort- 
Auguftus,  where  he  encamped;  and  feni^off  detach- 
ments on  all,  hands,  to  hunt  down  the  fugitives, 
and  lay  wafte  the  country  with  fire  and  fword.  The 
qaiiles  of  Glengary  and  Lochiel  were  plundered  and 
burned:  every  houfe,  hut,  or  habitation,  met  with 
the  fame  fate,  without  diilin6tion  :  all  thoL  oattle 
and  provifion  were  carried  oft':  the  men  were  either 
fhot  upon  the  mountains,  like  wild  beafts,  or  put  to 
daith  in  cold  blood,  without  form  of  trial :  the  wo- 
men, after  having  feen  their  hufbands  and  father^ 
murdered,  were  fubjeiled  to  brutal  violation,  and 
then  turned  out  naked,  with  thicr  children,  to  flanc 
on  the  barren  heaths.  One  whole  family  was  en- 
clofed  in  a  barn,  and  confumcd  to  alhcs.  Thofe 
mioifters  of  vengeance  wer^  fo  alert  in  the  execu- 
tion of  their  office,  that  in  a  few  days  there  was 
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BOOK  neither  houfe,  cottage,  man^  nor  bcaft,  to  be  fcen 
^^^  in  the  compafs  of  fifty  miles :  all  was  ruin,  filence, 
^74^  and  defolation. 

&  IIL  The  humane  reader  cannot  refled  upon 
fucn  a  fcene  without  grief  and  horror :  what  tncn 
muft  have  been  the  fcnfation  of  the  fiigitivc  Prince, 
when  he  beheld  thefe  fpedlaclcs  of  woe,  the  difmal 
fruit  of  his  ambition  ?  He  was  now  furrounded  by 
armed  troops,  that  chafed  him  from  hill  to  dale, 
from  rock  to  cavern,  and  from  (hore  to  (hore. 
Sometimes  he  lurked  in  caves  and  cottages,  without 
attendants,  or  any  other  fupport  but  that  which  the 
poorefl  peafant  could  fupply.  Sometimes  he  was 
rowed  in  fiiher-boats  from  ifle  to  ifle,  among  the 
Hebrides,  and  often  in  fight  of  his  purfuers.  For 
fome  days  he  appeared  in  woman's  attire,  and  even 
pafled  through  the  midii  of  his  enemies  unknown. 
But,  underftanding  his  difguife  was  difcovercd,  he 
aflumed  the  habit  of  a  travelling  mountaineer,  and 
wandered  about  among  the  woods  and  heat|)s,  with 
a  matted  beard  and  fqualid  looks,  expofed  to  hun- 
ger, third,  and  wearinefs,  and  in  continual  danger 
of  being  apprehended.  He  was  obliged  to  truft  his 
life  to  the  fideUty  of  above  fifty  iiidividuals,  and 
many  of  thefe  were  in  the  loweft  paths  of  fortune. 
They  knew  that  a  price  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds 
was  fet  upon  his  head  ;  and  that,  by  betraying  hiro, 
they  (hould  enjoy  wealth  and  atfluence;  but  they 
deteftcc);  the  thought  of  obtaining  riches  on  fuch  in- 
famCMs  terms,  and  minifiered  to  his  necefliitics,  with 
the  utmoft  zeal  and  fidelity,  even  at  the  hazard  of 
their  own  deftru(5lion.  In  the  courfe  of  thefe  pere- 
grinations, he  was  more  than  once  hemmed  in  by 
his  purfuers,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  feemed  to  pre- 
elude  all  poffibility  of  efcaping :  yet  he  was  never 
abandoned  by  his  hope  and  recolledlion :  be  ftill 
found  ibme  expedient  that  faved  him  from  captivity 
and  death  ;  and  through  the  whole  courfoof  his  dif- 
trelfcs  maintained  the  moil  anutzing  equanimity  and 
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good  humour.  At  length  a  privateer  of  St.  Malo,  cHAP. 
hired  by  the  young  Sheridan  and  feme  other  Irifh 
adherents,  arrived  in  Lochnannach ;  and  on  the 
twentieth  day  of  Septennber,  this  unfortunate  Prince 
embarked  in  the  habit  which  he  wore  for  difguife. 
His  eye  was  hollow,  his  vifage  wan,  and  his  confti- 
tution  greatly  impaired  by  famine  and  farigue.  He 
was  accompanied  by  Cameron  of  Lochiel,  and  his 
brother,  with  a  few  other  exiles.  They  fet  fail  for 
France,  and  afler  having  pafled  unfcen,  by  means 
of  a  thick  fog,  througli  a  Britiih  fquadron  com- 
manded by  Admiral  Leftock,  and  been  chafed  by 
two  Englifh  fhips  of  war,  arrived  in  fafety  at  Rofcau, 
near  Morlaix,  in  Bretagne.  Perhaps  be  would  have 
found  it  ftill  more  difficult  to  efcape,  had  not  the 
vigilance  and  eagernefs  of  the  government  been  re- 
laxed, in  confequence  of  a  report,  that  he  had  al- 
ready fallen  among  fome  perfons  that  were  flam  by  a 
volley  from  one  of  the  Duke's  detachments. 

^  IV.  Having  thus  explained  the  rife,  progrefs, 
and  extin<ftion  of  the  rebellion,  it  will  be  neceflary 
to  take  a  retrofpe<5live  view  of  the  proceedings  in 
Parliament.  The  necefl[ary  fleps  being  taken  for 
quiering  the  intfeftine  commotions  of  the  kingdom, 
the  two  Houfes  began  to  convert  their  attention  to 
the  affairs  of  thjt  continent.  On  the  fourteenth  day^ 
of  January,  tht  King  repaired  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
and  in  a  fpeech  from  the  throne  gave  his  Pariiament 
to  underftandy  that  the  States-General  had  made 
prefling  inftances  for  his  afli (lance  in  the  prefent 
conjuncture,  when  they  were  in  fuch  danger  of  being 
opprefled  by  the  power  of  France  in  the  Nether- 
lands; that  he  had  promifed  to  co-operate  with  them 
towards  oppofing  the  further  progrefs  of  their  ene- 
mies ;  and  even  concerted  meafures  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  He  declared  it  was  with'  regret  that  he  afkcd 
any  further  aids  of  his  people:  he  exhorted  them 
to  watch  over  the  publick  credit ;  and  expreflcd  his 
entire  dependence  on  their  zeal  and  unanimity.     He 
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liOOKwas  favoured  with  loyal  addrefles,  couched  in  the 
}^'  ,  warmeft  terms  of  duty  and  affedlion :  but  the  fup- 

^[74^  plies  were  retarded  by  new  convulfions  in  the  mini- 
llry.  The  Earl  of  Granville  had  made  an  effort  to 
retrieve  his  influence  in  the  cabinet,  and  his  Sove- 
reign favoured  his  pretenfions.  The  two  brothers, 
who  knew  his  afpiring  genius,  and  dreaded  his  fupe- 
nor  talents,  refufed  to  admit  fuch  a  colleague  into 
the  adminiftration :  they  even  refolvcd  to  ftrengthen 
their  party,  by  introducing  frefh  auxiliaries  into 
the  office  of  State.  Some  of  thefe  were  perfonally 
dilagrecable  to  his  Majefty,  who  accordingly  re- 
jected the  fuit  by  which  they  were  recommended. 
The  Duke  of  Newcaftle  and  his  brother,  with  all 
their  adherents,  immediately  refigned  their  em- 
ployments. The  Earl  of  Granville  was  appointed 
Secretary  of  State,  and  refumed  the  reins  of  admS« 
niftxHtion :  but,  finding  himfelf  unequal  to  the  ac- 
cumulated oppolition  that  preponderated  agaiofl: 
him;  forefeeing  that  he  fhould  nqt  be  able  to  lecure 
the  fupplies  in  Parliament ;  and  dreading  the  con- 
fequences  of  that  confulion  which  his  refkuation 
had  already  produced,  he,  in  three  days,  volunta- 
rily quitted  the  helm ;  and  his  Majefty  acquiefced  in 
the  meafures  propofcd  by  the  oppofite  party.  The 
feals  were  re-delivered  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaflle 
and  the  Earl  of  Harrington :  Mr.  Pelham,  and  all 
the  reft  who  had  refigned,  were  reinftated  in  their 
refpciSive  employments  ;  and  offices  were  conferred 
on  feveral  individuals  who  had  never  before  been 
in  the  fcrvicc  of  the  government.  William  Pitt,  Efq. 
was  appointed  Vice  Treafurer  of  Ireland,  and  foon 
promoted  to  the  place  of  Paymafter-Gencral  of  the 
forces;  at  the  fame  time  the  King  declared  him  a 
Privy-Counfellor.  This  gentleman  had  been  ori- 
ginally defigned  for  the  army,  in  which  he  adually 
bore  a  commiffion  ;  but  fate  refcrved  him  a  more 
important  ftation.  In  point  of  fortune  he  was  barely 
qualified    to  be  eledted    member  of   Parliament^ 
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when  he  obtained  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  c  HA  P. 
where  he  foon  outfhone  all  his  compatriots.  He 
difplayed  a  furprifing  extent  and  precifion  of  politic 
cal  knowledge,  an  irrefiftible  energy  of  argument, 
and  fuch  power  of  elocution,  as  ftruck  his  hearers 
with  aflooiihment  and  admiration.  It  flafhed  like 
the  lightening  of  heaven  againil  the  minifters  and 
fons  of  corruption,  blafting  where  it  fmote,  and 
withering  the  nerves  of  oppofition :  but  his  more 
fubftanrial  praife  was  founded  upon  bis  difinterefted 
integrity,,  his  incorruptible  heart,  his  unconquerable 
fpirit  of  independence,  and  his  invariable  attach- 
ment to  the  intereft  and  liberty  of  his  country. 

§  V.   The  quiet  of  the  miniftry  being  re^eftaWifli- 
ed,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  provided  for  forty  thour 
fand  feamen,  nearly  the  fame  number  of  land  forces, 
beddes  fifteen  regiments  raifed  by  the  nobility,  on 
account  of  the  rebellion,  and  about  twelve  thoufand 
marines.    They  fettled  funds  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  Dutch  and  Heilian  troops  that  were  in  England, 
as  well  as  for  the  fubfidy  to  the  Landgrave.    They 
panted  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  the  King 
of  Sardinia ;  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  the 
Queen  of  Hungary ;  three  hundred  and  ten  thou- 
fand pounds  to  defray   the   expence  of   eighteen 
thou&nd  Hanoverians ;  about  three-and- thirty  thou- 
fand pounds  in  fubiidies  to  the  Eledlors  of  Mentz 
and  Cologn ;  and  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in 
a  vote  of  credit  and  confidence  to  his  Majefty.    The 
whole  charge  of  the  current  year  amounted  to  feven 
millions  two  hundred  and   fifty  thoufand  pounds, 
which  was  ciifed  by  the  land  and  malt-taxes,  annui- 
ties on  the  additional  duties  impofed  on  glafs,  and 
fpirituous  liquors,  a  lottery,   a  dedudtion  from  the 
finking  fund,  and  Exchequer  bills,   chargeable  on 
the  firll  aids  that  (hould  be  granted  in  the  next  fef- 
fion  of  Parliament, 

§  VI.  The  rebellion  being  quelled,  the  legiflature 
refolved  to  make  examples  of  thofe  who  had  been 
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BOOK  concerned  in  difiurbing  the  peace  of  their  country* 
.^  ^'  J  In  June,  an  a6i  of  attainder  was  pafled  againft  the 
i74d.  principal  perfons  who  had  embariced  in  that  defperate 
undertaking;  and  courts  were  opened  in  diffe- 
rent parts  of  England,  for  the  trial  of  the  prifoners. 
Sercnteen  perfons  who  had  borne  arms  in  the  rebel 
army  were  executed  at  Kennington-Common^  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  London,  and  fuffered  with 
great  conftancy  under  the  dreadful  tortures  which 
their  fentence  prefcribed :  nine  were  put  to  death, 
in  the  fame  manner,  at  Carlifle ;  fix  at  Brumpton, 
feven  at  Penrith,  eleven  at  York:  of  thefe  a 
coniiderable  number  were  gentlemen,  and  had  a6led 
as  officers;  about  fifty  had  been  executed  as  de- 
fertcrs  in  different  parts  of  Scotland :  eighty-one 
fuffered  the  pains  of  the  law  as  traitors.  A  few 
obtained  pardons,  and  a  confiderable  number  were 
tranfported  to  the  plantations.  Bills  of  indi6tment 
for  high-treafon  were  found  by  the  county  of  Surry 
againfl  the  Earls  of  Kilmarnock  and  Cromartie,  and 
Lord  Balmerino.  Thefe  noblemen  were  tried  by 
their  peers  in  Weftminfler-hall,  the  Lord -Chancel- 
lor prcfiding  as  Lord  High-Steward  for  the  occa- 
fion.  The  two  Earls  confefled  their  crimes,  and  in 
pathetick  fpeeches  recommended  themfdves  to  his 
Majefly*s  mercy.  Lord  Balmerino  pleaded  not 
guilty :  he  denied  his  having  been  at  Carlifle  at  the 
time  fpecified  in  the  indictment,  but  this  excep- 
tion was  over-ruled :  then  he  moved  a  point  of  law 
in  arreft  of  judgment,  and  was  allowed  to  be  heard 
by  his  counlel.  They  might  have  expatiated  on  the 
bardthip  of  being  tried  by  an  ex  foft  fudlo  law,  and 
claimed  the  privilege  of  trial  in  the  county  where 
the  a<£t  of  treafon  was  faid  to  have  been  committed. 
The  lame  hardfhip  was  impofed  upon  all  the  impri- 
foned  rebels :  they  were  dragged  in  captivity  to  a 
Itrangc  country,  far  from  their  friends  and  connec- 
tions, deftitute  of  means  to  produce  evidence  in  their 
favour,  CA  en  if  they  had  been  innocent  of  the  charge, 
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Balmcrino  waved  this  plea,  and  fubmitted  to  the  CHAP. 
court,  which  pronounced  fentcnce  of  death  upon  ^  ^^  ^ 
him  and  his  two  aflbciates.  Cromanie's  life  was  iTiaT 
fpared :  but  the  other  two  were  beheaded,  in  the 
month  of  Auguft,  on  Tower-hill.  Kilmarnock  was 
a  nobleman  of  fine  perfonal  accomplifhments ;  he 
h^  been  educated  in  Revolution  principles,  and 
engaged  in  the  rebellion,  partly  from  the  defperate 
fituation  of  his  fortune,  and  partly  from  refentment 
to  the  government,  or  his  being  deprived  of  a  pen^- 
fion  which  he  had  for  fome  time  enjoyed.  He  was 
convinced  of  his  having  adled  criminally,  and  died 
with  marks  of  penitence  and  contrition.  Balmcrino 
had  been  bred  up  to  arms,  and  a(fted  upon  principle: 
he  was  gallant,  brave,  rough,  andrefolute;  he  eyed 
the  implements  of  death  with  the  moft  carelefs  fa- 
miliarity, and  feemed  to  triumph  in  his  fufFerings. 
In  November,  Mr.  RatclifFe,  the  titular  Eari  of 
Derwcntwater,  who  bad  been  taken  in  a  (hip  bound 
to  Scotland,  was  arraigned  on  a  former  fentence, 
pailed  againft  him  in  the  year  one  thouland  feven 
hundred  and  lixteen:  he  refufed  to  acknowledge  the 
authority  of  the  court,  and  pleaded  that  he  v/as  a 
fubje<£l  of  France,  honoured  with  a  commiffion  in 
the  fervice  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty.  The 
identity  of  his  perfon  being  proved,  a  rule  was  made 
for  his  execution  ;  and  on  the  eighth  day  of  Decem- 
ber he  fufFcred  decapitation,  with  the  moft  perfe6l 
compofure  and  ferenity.  Lord  Lovat,  now  turned 
of  fourfcore,  was  impeached  by  the  Commons,  and 
tried  in  Weftminfter-hall  before  the  Lord  High- 
Steward.  John  Murray,  Secretary  to  the  Prince- 
Pretender,  and  fome  of  his  own  domefticks  appear- 
ing againft  him,  he  was  convidted  of  high  trcafon, 
and  condemned.  Notwithftanding  his  age,  infir- 
mities, and  the  recolledlion  of  his  confcience,  which 
was  fuppofcd  to  be  not  altogether  void  of  offence, 
he  died  like  an  old  Roman,  exclaiming,  *^  duke  et 
decorum  eji  fro  ^atttamoriy    He  furveyed  the  crowd 
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with  attention,  examined  the  axe,  jefted  with  the 
executioner,  and  laid  his  head  upon  the  block  with 
^74^7  ^he  utmoft  indifference.  From  this  laft  fcene  of  his 
life  one  would  have  concluded,  that  he  had  approved 
himfclf  a  patriot  from  his  youth,  and  never  deviated 
from  the  paths  of  virtue. 

§  VII.  The  flame  of  war  on  the  continent  did  crbt 
expire  at  the  eledHon  of  an  emperor,  and  the  rc-efla- 
bliftiment  of  peace  among  the  princes  of  the  empire. 
On  the  contrarj%  it  raged  with  double  violence  in 
confequence  of  thefe  events ;  for  the  force  that  was 
before  divided  being  now  united  in  one  body,  exert- 
ed itfelf  with  great  vigour  and  rapidity.  The  States- 
General  were  overwhelmed  with  conftetnation. 
Notwithftanding  the  pains  they  had  taken  to  avoid 
a  war,  and  the  condelcenfion  with  which  they  had 
foothed  and  fupplicated  the  French  Monarch  in  re- 
peated embaffies  and  memorials,  they  faw  themfelves 
firipped  of  their  barrier,  and  once  more  in  danger  of 
being  overwhelmed  by  that  ambitious  nation.  The 
city  of  Bruflels  had  been  reduced  during  the  winter ; 
fo  that  the  enemy  were  in  poflefllon  of  all  the  Auf- 
trian  Netherlands,  except  a  few  fortrcffts.  Great 
part  of  the  forces  belonging  to  the  Republick  were 
reftridled  from  a61ion  by  capitulations,  to  which 
they  had  lubfcribed.  The  States  were  divided  in 
their  councils  between  the  two  fa6tions  which  had 
long  fubfifled.  They  trembled  at  the  profpedl  of  fee- 
ing Zealand  invaded  in  the  fpring.  The  Orange 
party  loudly  called  for  an  augmentation  of  their 
forces  by  fea  and  land,  that  they  might  profccute 
the  war  with  vigour.  The  common  people  fond 
of  novelty,  dazzled  by  the  fplendor  of  greatnefs, 
and  fully  perfuaded  that  nothmg  but  a  chief  was 
wanting  to  their  fecurity,  demanded  the  Prince  of 
Orange  as  a  Stadtholder ;  and  even  mingled  me- 
naces with  their  demands.  The  oppofite  fedHon 
dreaded  alike  the  power  of  a  Stadtholder ;  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  a  French  army,  and  the  fcditioas  dif- 
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pofidon  of  the  populace.    An  atnbaflador  was  fcntc  H  a  p. 
to  London  with   reprcfcntations   of  the  imminent     ^X. 
dangers  which  threatened  the  republick,  and  he  was  ^7^ 
ordered  to  foUicit  in  the  moft  prefling  terms  the 
afiiftance  of  Britannick  Majefty,   that  the  Allies 
might  have  a  fuperiority  in  the  Netherlands  by  the 
beginning  of   the  campaign.    The  King  was  very 
well  difpofed  to  comply  with  their  requeft ;   but  the 
rebellion  in  his  kingaom,  and  the  diflenfions  in  his 
cabinet,  had  retarded  the  fupplies,  and  embarrafled 
him  fo  much,  that  he  found  it  impoflible  to  make 
thofe  early  preparations  that  were  neceflary  to  check 
the  career  of  the  enemy. 

§  VIII.  The  King  of  France,  with  his  general, 
the  Count  de  Saxe,  took  the  field  in  the  latter  end 
of  April,  at  the  head  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  men,  and  advanced  towards  the  Allies,  who, 
to  the  number  of  four-and-forty  thoufand,  were  en- 
trenched behind  the  Demer,  under  the  conduct  of 
the  Auftrian  general  Bathiani,  who  retired  before 
them,  and  too^  poll  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Breda, 
the  capital  of  Dutch  Brabant.  Marefchal  Saxe  im- 
mediately invefted  Antwerp,  which  in  a  few  days 
was  furrendered.  Then  he  appeared  before  the 
ftrong  town  of  Mons  in  Hainault,  with  an  irrefifti- 
blc  train  of  artillery,  an  immenfe  quantity  of  bombs 
and  warlike  implements.  He  carried  on  his  ap- 
proaches with  luch  unabating  impetuofity,  that, 
notwithftanding  a  very  vigorous  defence,  the  garri- 
fon  was  obliged  to  capitulate  on  the  twenty-feventh 
day  of  June,  in  about  eight- and-twenty  days  after 
the  place  had  been  invefted.  Sieges  were  not  now 
carried  on  by  the  tedious  method  of  fapping.  The 
French  King  found  it  much  more  expeditious  and 
cflfe6lual  to  bring  into  the  field  a  prodigious  train  of 
battering  cannon,  and  enormous  mortars,  that  kept 
up  fuch  a  fire  as  no  garrifon  could  fuftain,  and  dif* 
charged  fuch  an  incellant  hail  of  bombs  and  bullets, 
as  in  a  very  little  time  reduced  to  ruins  the  place, 
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BOOK  with  all  its  fortifications.     St.  Guiilain  and  Char- 
^    ^y  ,  leroy  met  with  the  fate  of  Mons  and  Antwerp :  fo 
^"7467   ^hat  by  the  middle  of  July  the  French  King  was  ab- 
folute  mafter  of  Flanders,  Brabant  and  Hainault. 

§  IX.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  had  by  this  time, 
afTumed  the  command  of  the  confederate  a/my  at 
Tcrheyde,  which  being  reinforced  by  the  Heflian 
troops  from  Scotland,  and  a  frefh  body  of  Auftrians 
under  Count  Palfi,   amounted  to  eighty-feven  thou- 
fand  men,   including  the  Dutch  forces  commanded 
by  the  Prince  of  Waldeck.    The  generals,  fuppo- 
ling    the    next  ftorm   would    fall    upon    Namur, 
marched  towards  that  place,  and  took  poft  in  an 
advantageous  lituation  on  the  eighteenth   day  of 
July,  in  fight  of  the  French  army,  which  was  en- 
camped at   Gemblours.     Here  they   remained  till 
the  eighth  day  of  Auguft,  when  a  detachment  of  the 
enemy,    commanded  by   Count  Lowendahl,    took 
poflelfion  of  Huy,  where  he  found  a  large  magazine 
belonging  to  the  Confederates ;  and  their  communi- 
cation with  Maeltricht  was  cut  off,  Marcfchal  Saxe, 
on  the  other  fide,    took  his  meafures  fo  well,  that 
they  were  utterly  deprived  of  all  fubfiftence.     Then 
Prince  Charles,   retiring  acrofs  the  Maefe,    aban- 
doned Namur  to  the  efforffe  of  the  enemy,  by  whom 
it  was   immediately   invefl:ed.     The  trenches  were 
opened  on  the  I'econd  day  of  September ;   and  the 
garrifon,  confifiing  of  feven  thoufand  Auftrians,  de- 
fended themfelves  with  equal  Ikill  and  refolution: 
but  the  cannonading  and   bombardment   were  fa 
terrible,  that  in  a  few  days  the  place  was  converted 
into  a  heap  of  rubbilh;  and  on  the  twenty.third  day 
of  the  month  the  French  monarch  took  poflcffion 
of  this  ftrong  fortrefs,  which  had  formerly  fuftaincd 
fuch  dreadful  attacks.     Mean  while  the  allied  army 
encamped  at  Maeflricht  were  joined  by  Sir  John 
Ligonier,    with  fome  JJritilh  and   Bavarian   batta- 
lions;   and    Prince    Charles    rcfolved   to  give  the 
enemy  battle.     With  this  view  he  paifcd  the  Macfc 
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on  the  thirteenth  day  of  September,  and  advanced  CH  A p^ 
towards  Marelchal  Saxe,  whom  he  found  fo  advan-,     IX. 
tageoufly  ported  at  Tongres,  that  he  thought  proper   7^4^)7 
to  march  back  to  Maeftricht.     On  the  twenty-fixth 
day  of  September  he  croHed  the  Jaar  in  his,  retreat; 
and  his  rear  was  attacked  by  the  enemy,  who  were 
repulfed.     But  Count  Saxe  being  reinforced  by  a 
body  of  troops,  under  the  Count  de  Clermopt,  de- 
termined to  bring  the  Confederates  to  an  engage- 
ment.    On  the   thirteenth  day   of  the  month   he 
parted  the  Jaar;  while   he  took   poifeflion  of  the 
villages  of  Liers,   Warem,  and   Roucoux,  drew  up 
their  forces  in  order  of  battle,  and  made  preparations 
for  giving  him  a  warm  reception.     On  the  lirft  day 
of  OiSlober  the  enemy  advanced  in  three  coliunns; 
and  a  terrible  cannonading  began  about  noon.     At 
two  o'clock  Prince  Waldeck  on  the  left  was  charged 
with  great  fury  ;  and  after  an  obftinate  defence  over- 
powered by  numbers.     The  villages  were  attacked 
in  columns,  and  as  one  brigade  was  repulfed  another 
fucceeded ;  fo  that  the  Allies  were  obliged  to  abandon 
thefe  poils,  and  retreat   towards  Maeftricht,    with 
the  iofs  of  live  thoufand  men,  and  thirty   pieces  of 
arrillery.     The   vidory,  however,  coft  the  French 
Greneral  a  much   greater  number  of  lives ;  and  was 
attended  with  no  folid  advantage.     Sir  John  Ligo- 
nier,  the  Earls  of  Crawford  *  and  Rothes,  Brigadier 
VOL.  III.  O  Douglas, 

*  This  nobleman,  so  remarkable  for  his  courage  and  thirst  of 
fioTy,  exhibited  a  very  txtraurdinary  instance  of  presence  of  mind  oa 
the  niomina;  that  preceded  this  buttle.  lie  and  some  voluntecis, 
accompanied  by  his  iiidc-du-camp,  and  attended  by  two  orderly  dra- 
goons, had  roilc  out  before  day  to  reconnoitre  the  situation  of  the 
cncniy  ;  and  fell  in  upon  one  of^  their  advanced  guards.  The  sergeant 
who  comuianded  it  immediately  turned  out  his  men,  and  their  jncc*t> 
were  prcicnled  when  the  Ituirl  first  ix;rceived  them.  Without  betray- 
11155  the  lea^t  mark  of  disorder,  lie  rotlc  up  to  the  bcrgcuit,  and  aii^u- 
ming  the  character  of  a  French  General,  toUl  him  in  that  language, 
tJiat  there  was  no  occasion  for  such  ceremony.  Then  he  asked,  if 
they  had  |)crceivcd  any  of  the  enemv's  parlies?  and  being  answered 
in  tlie  nc^tive,  **  Very  well  Ci>iiid  tie)  be  upon  your  guard  -,  and  if 
"  you  should  be  attacked,  I  will  take  care  that  vou  shall  be  sus- 
*♦  uiucd."    So  saying,  he    and.  his  company  retired,  before  the  ser- 
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BOOK  iDouglas,  and  other  officers  of  the  Britifli  troopSi 
diftinguiihed  themfelves  by  their  gallantry  and  con- 
duct on  tliis  occalion.  This  action  terminated  tbo 
eampaign.  The  Allies  palling  the  Maeie,  took  up 
their  winter  quarters  in  the  Duchies  of  Limburgb 
and  Luxembourg ;  while  the  French  cantoned  their 
troops  in  the  places  which  they  had  newly  coiw 
quered. 

§  X.  The  campaign  in  Italy  was  altogether  un- 
favourable to  the  French  and  Spaniards.  The  houfe  of 
Auftria  being  no  longer  preflcd  on  the  fide  of  Ger- 
many, was  enabled  to  make  the  ftrongcr  efforts  in 
this  country;  and  the  Britifti  fubfidy  encouraged  tb# 
King  of  Sardinia  to  a6t  with  redoubled  vivacity* 
Marcfchal  Maillebois  occupied  the  greater  part  of 
Piedmont  with  about  thirty  thoufand  men.  Don 
Philip  and  the  Count  de  Gages,  were  at  the  head  of 
a  greater  number  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Milan  ; 
and  the  Duke  of  Modena,  with  eight  thoufand,  fc* 
cured  his  own  dominions.  The  King  of  Sardinia 
augmented  his  forces  to  fix-and-thirty  thoufand} 
and  the  Auftrian  army,  under  the  Prince  of  Lich-« 
tenftein,  amounted  to  a  much  greater  number ;  fo 
that  the  enemy  were  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  adt- 
ing  on  the  defenfive,  and  retired  towards  the 
Mantuan.  In  February,  Baron  Leutrum,  the  Pied- 
montefe  general,  invefted  and  took  the  firong  for- 
trefs  of  Aftc.  He  afterwards  relieved  the  citadel  of 
Alexandria,  which  the  Spaniards  had  blocked  up  in 
the  winter,  reduced  Cafal,  recovered  Valencia,  and 
•bliged  Maillebois  to  retire  to  the  neighbourhood  of 

geant  could  recollect  himself  from  the  surprise  occasioned  by  this  un- 
expected address.  In  all  probability  he  was  soon  sensible  of  his 
mistake ;  for  the  incident  was  that  very  day  publickly  mention&l  in 
the  French  army.  The  Prince  of  Tingray,  an  officer  in  the  Austnan 
service,  having  been  taken  prisoner  in  the  battle  that  ensued,  dined 
with  Mateschal  Count  Saxe,  who  dismissed  hini  on  his  parole^  and 
desired  he  would  charge  himself  with  a  facetious  compliment  to  his 
old  friend  tlie  Earl  of  Crawford.  He  wished  his  Lordship  joy  of 
being  a  French  General,  and  said  he  could  not  help  being  displeased 
with  the  sergeant,  as  he  had  not  procured  him  the  honour  of  hb 
Lordship's  company  at  dinner. 
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Qeaoa.    On  the  other  fide,  Don  Philip  and  Count  CHAP. 
Gages,   abandoned  Milan,   Pavia,    and  Parma,   re-      ^X.  ^ 
treating  before  the  Auftrians  with  the  utmoft  preci-      17467 
pitation  to  Placentia,  where  they  were  joined  on  the 
third  of  June  by  the  French  forces  under  Maille- 
bois. 

^  Xr.  Before  this  junflion  was  efFedlcd,  the  Spa- 
nifh  General,  Pignatelli,  had  paflfed  the  river  Po  in 
the  night  with  a  ftrong  detachment,  and  beaten  up 
the  quarters  of  fcven  thoufand  Auftrians  potted  at 
Codogno.  Don  Philip,  finding  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  two-and-fifty  thouland  men  by  his  jun6lion  with 
Ac  French  General,  refolved  to  attack  the  Auftrians 
in  their  camp  at  San  Lazaro,  before  they  fhould  be 
reinforced  by  his  Sardinian  Majefty.  Accordingly, 
on  the  fourth  day  of  June  in  the  evening,  he 
marched  with  equal  filence  and  expedition,  and  en- 
tered the  Auftrian  trenches  about  eleven,  when  a 
dcfperatc  battle  enfued.  The  Auftrians  were  pre- 
pared for  the  attack,  which  they  fuftained  with 
great  vigour  till  morning.  Then  they  quitted  their 
entrenchments,  and  charged  the  enemy  in  their  turn 
with  fuch  fury,  that  after  an  obftinate  refiftance  the 
combined  army  was  broke,  and  retired  with  prcci- 
piution  to  Placentia,  leaving  on  the  field  fifteen 
thouiand  men  killed,  wounded,  and  taken,  together 
with  fixty  coloiu-s,  and  ten  pieces  of  artillery.  In 
a  few  weeks  the  Auftrians  were  joined  by  the  Pied- 
montefc-:  the  King  of  Sardinia  affumed  the  chief 
command ;  and  Prince  Lichtenftein  being  indif- 
pofed,  his  place  was  fupplied  by  the  Marquis  de 
Botta.  Don  Philip  retired  to  the  other  fide  of  the 
Po,  and  extended  his  conquefts  in  the  open  country 
of  the  Milanefe.  The  King  of  Sardinia  called  a 
council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  determined  that  he 
Ihould  pafs  the  river  with  a  ftrong  body  of  troops, 
in  order  to  ilraiten  the  enemy  on  one  fide ;  while 
the  Marquis  de  Botta  fhould  march  up  the  Tydone, 
XQ   cut  oS'^  their   communication  with    Placentia. 
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BOOK  They  forthwith  quitted  all  the  pofts  they  had  occa« 
^^  If'  pied  between  the  Lambro,  and  Adda,  refolving  to 
^j^  repafs  the  Po,  and  retreat  to  Tortona.  With  this 
view  they  threw  bridges  of  boats  over  that  river, 
and  began  to  pafe  on  the  ninth  day  of  Auguft  in  the 
evening.  They  were  attacked  at  Rotto  Freddo  by 
a  detachment  of  Auftrians,  under  General  Serbelloni, 
who  maintained  the  engagement  till  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing,  when  Botta  arrived:  the  battle  was  renewed 
with  redoubled  rage,  and  laded  till  four  in  the  after- 
noon, when  tlie  enemy  retired  in  great  diforder  to 
Tortona,  with  the  lofs  of  eight  tnoufand  men,  a 
good  number  of  colours  and  ftandards,  and  eighteen 
pieces  of  cannon.  This  vi<Slory  coft  the  Aullrian$ 
four  thoufand  men  killed  upon  the  fpot,  including 
the  gallant  General  Bernclau.  The  vidlors  imme- 
diately fummoned  Placentia  to  furrender ;  and  the  , 
garrifon,  confiding  of  nine  thouland  men,  were 
made  prifoners  of  war:  Don  Philip  continued  his 
retreat,  and  of  all  his  forces  brought  fix-and-twcnty 
thoufand  only  into  the  territories  of  Genoa. 

§  XII.  The  Piedmonefe  and  Auftrians  rejoining 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pavia,  advanced  to  Tor- 
tona, of  which  they  took  poflcffion  without  re- 
fiftance,  while  the  enemy  Iheltered  themfclve^  under 
the  cannon  of  Genoa.  They  did  not  long  continue 
in  this  fituation:  for  on  the  twenty-fecond  day  of 
Auguft  they  were  again  in  motion,  and  retired  into 
Provence.  The  court  of  Madrid  imputing  the  bad 
fuccefe  of  this  campaign  to  the  mifcondudl  of  Count 
Gages,  recalled  that  General,  and  fent  the  Mar- 
quis De  las  Minas  to  refume  the  command  of  the 
forces.  In  the  mean  time,  the  vidlorious  Confede- 
rates appeared  before  Genoa  on  the  fourth  day  of 
December:  and  tlie  fenate  of  that  city  thinking  it 
incapable  of  defence,  fubmittcd  to  a  very  mortifying 
capitulation,  by  which  the  gates  were  delivered 
wp  to  the  Auftrians,  together  with  all  their  arms, 
artillery,  and  ammunition  :  and  the  city  was  fub- 
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jcijlcd  to  the  moft  cruel  contributions.  The  Mar-  chap, 
quis  dc  Botta  being  left  at  Genoa  with  fixteen  thou-  v  ^^\j 
fand  men,  the  King  of  Sardinia  refolved  to  pafs  the  17^ 
Var,  and  purfue  the  French  and  Spaniards  into 
Provence  :  but,  that  monarch  being  feized  with  the 
imall-pox,  the  condu6l  of  this  expedition  was  en- 
trufted  to  Count  Brown  an  Auftrian  General  of 
Irifh  extract,  who  had  given  repeated  proofs  of  un- 
common valour  aud  capacity.  He  was  on  this  oc- 
cafion  affifted  by  Vice- Admiral  Medley,  who  com- 
manded the  Britifh  fquadron  in  the  Mediterranean* 
The  French  forces  had  fortified  the  pailes  of  the 
Var,  under  the  condudt  of  the  Marefchal  de  Bel- 
leiile,  who  thought  proper  to  abandon  his  pods  at 
the  approach  of  Count  Brown;  and  this  General, 
at  the  head  of  fifty  thoufand  men  pafled  the  river, 
without  oppofition,  on  the  ninth  day  of  November, 
While  he  advanced  as  far  as  Draguignap,  laying  the 
open  country  under  contribution,  Barqn  Roth,  with 
four-and-twcnty  battalions,  inverted  Aprib^s,  which 
wa3  at  the  fame  time  bombarded  on  the  fide  of  thp 
fea  by  the  Britifh  fquadron.  The  trenches  wpre 
opened  on  the  twenrieth  day  of  September:  but 
Belleifle  having  afiembled  a  numerous  army,  fuperior 
to  that  of  the  Confederates,  and  the  Genoefe  having 
expelled  their  Auftrian  guefts,  Count  Brpwn  aban- 
doned the  enterprife,  and  r^pafied  th^  Var,  not 
without  fome  damage  ^from  the  enemy. 

§  XI n.  The  court  of  Vienna,  which  has  always 
patronifed  opprefl[ioq,  exacted  fuch  heavy  con- 
tribution firom  the  Genoefe,  and  its  diredtiqns 
were  fo  rigoroufly  put  into  execution,  that  the 
people  were  reduced  to  defpair;  and  refolved  to 
make  a  laft  eft^ort  for  the  recovery  of  their  liberty 
and  independence.  Accordingly,  they  tool^  arms 
in  fecret,  feized  feveral  important  ports  of  the  city  ; 
futprifed  fome  battalions  of  the  Auftrians ;  fur- 
rounded  others,  and  cut  them  in  pieces ;  and,  in  a 
wordj  drove  them  out  with  great  llaugliter.     The 
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Marquis  de  Botta  aflcd  with  caution  and  fpirit : 
but  being  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  apprehen* 
7^45^  five  of  the  peafants  in  the  country,  who  were  in 
arms,  he  retreated  to  the  pafs  of  the  Brochctta  oa 
the  fide  of  Lombardy,  where  he  fecured  himfelf  in 
an  advantageous  fituation,  until  he  could  receive  re- 
inforcements. The  lofs  he  had  fullained  at  Genoa 
did  not  hinder  him  from  reducing  Savona,  a  fea- 
port  town  belonging  to  that  Republick  ;  and  he  af- 
terwards made  himfelf  mafter  of  Gra\i.  The  Ge- 
noefe,  on  the  contrary,  exerted  themfelves  with 
wonderful  induftry  in  fortifying  their  city,  raifing 
troops,  and  in  taking  other  meafures  for  a  vigorous 
defence,  in  cafe  they  (hould  again  beinfulted. 

§  XIV.  The  naval  tranfa6tions  of  this  year  rc-r 
ilc6led  very  little  honour  on  the  Britifh  nation. 
Commodore  Peyton,  who  commanded  fiK  Ihips  of 
war  in  the  Eafi-Indies,  (hamefuUy  declined  a  deci- 
five  engagement  with  a  French  fquadron  of  inferior 
force;  and  abandoned  the  important  fettlement  g( 
Madras  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  whiclj  was 
taken  without  oppofition  in  the  month  of  Sc^tem<* 
ber  by  the  Frencn  commodore,  De  la  Bourdjikuiais, 
Fort  St.  David,  and  the  other  Britifh  fa6l&ies  in 
India,  would  probably  have  (hared  the  larafe  fete, 
had  not  the  enemy's  naval  forccjn  that  counSy  been 
fhattered  and  partly  deftroycd  i?y  a  terrible  tempeft. 
No  event  of  confequence  happened  in  America, 
though  it  was  a  fcene  that  feemed  to  promife  the 
grcateft  fuccefs  to  the  arms  o^^  England.  The  re- 
dij<3ion  of  Cape-Breton  had  encouraged  the  miniftry 
to  projed  the  conqueft  of  Quebeck,  the  capital  of 
Canada,  fituated  upon  the  river  of  St.  Laurence. 
Commiffions  were  lent  to  the  governors  of  the 
Britifh  colonies  in  North-America,  empowering 
them  to  raife  companies  to  join  the  armament  from 
England  ;  and  eight  thoufand  troops  were  actually 
raifed  in  confequence  of  thefe  directions;  while  a 
powerful  fquadron  and  tranfpofts,  having  fix  regi* 
mcnts  on  boards   were  prepared  at  Fortfmouth  for 
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this  expedition.     But  their  departure  was  pbflponed  CflAP* 
by    unaccountable    delays,     until  the   feafon  was  ^  ^'  ,, 
judged  too  far  advanced  to  rifquc  the  great  (hips  on     yj^ 
the  boifterous  coaft  of  North- America*    That  the 
armament,  however,   miglit  not  be  wholly  ufelefs  tb 
the  nation,  it  was  emplofyed  in   making  a  defcent 
Upon  the  coaft  of  Bretagne,  on  the  fuppdition  that 
Port  L'Orient,  the  repofitory  of  all  the  ftores  and 
(hips  belonging  to  the  French  Eaft- India  company, 
might   be  furprifed;    or,    that  this  invafion  would 
alarm  the  enemy,    and,   by  making  a  diverfion,   fa- 
cilitate the  operations  of   the  Auftrian  General  in 
Provence. 

§  XV.  The  naval  force  intended  for  this  fervice 
conlifted  of  lixteen  great  fhips,   and  eight  frigates, 
bcfidcs  bomb-ketches  and  ftore  (hips,    commanded 
by  Richard  Leftock,  appointed  Admiral  of  the  blue 
dirifion.     Six  battalions  of  land  troops,   with  a  de- 
tachment of  matrofles  and  bombardiers,   were  em^- 
barked  in  thirty  tranfporrs,   under  the  condu<5l  of 
lieutenant-General  Sinclair  ;  and  the  whole  fleet  fet 
fail  from  Plymouth  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  Sep^ 
tember.     On  the  twentieth  the  troops  were  landed 
in   Qnimperlay-bay,    at  the  diftance  of   ten  miles 
from  Port-L'Orient.      The  militia,    reiftforccd   by 
fome  detachments  from  different '^regiments,    were 
aflembled  to  the   number  of  two  thoufand,    and 
fcemed  refolved  to  oppofe  the  difembarkarion  :    bur, 
feeing  the  Briti(h  tfoops  determined  to  land  at  all 
events,    they  thought  proper  to  retire.     Next  day 
General  Sinclair  advanced  into  the  country,  (kir- 
mi(hing  with  the  enemy  in  his  route ;   and  arriving 
at  the  village  of  Plemtire,  >^ithin  half  a  league  from 
Port  L'Orient,   fummoned  that  place  to  furrendcr. 
He  was  vifited   by  a  deputation  (torn   the  town, 
which  offered  to  admit  the  Britifti  forces,    on  con- 
dition  that  they  (hould  be  reftrained  irom  pillaging 
the  inhabitants,  and  touching  the  magazines  ;   and 
that  they  (hould  pay  a  juft  price  for  their  provifioni.  ^ 
9  Thefc 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


200  HISTORV.OF   ENGLAND. 

.BOOK  Thcfc   terms   being  reje6led,    the   inhabitants  prc- 
^^   ^^    J  pared  for  a  vigorous  defence ;    and  the  Englilh  Ge- 
i74().    neral  refolyed  to  befiegc  the  place  in  form,   though 
'he  had  neither  time,  'artillery,   nor  forces  fufficicnt 
for  fuch  an  enterprife.     This  ftrange  refolution  was 
owing  to  the  declaration  of  the  engineers,  who  pro- 
mifed  to  lay  the  place  in  afhes  in  the  f pace  of  four- 
and-twenty  hours.     All  his  cannon  amounted  to  no 
more  than  a  few- field-pieces  ,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
wait  for  two  iron  guns,/which  the  failors  dragged  up 
from  the  (hipping.     Had  he  given  the  aflauh  on  the 
firft  night  after  his  arrival,   when  the  town  was  filled 
with  terror  and  confufion,   and  deftitute  of  regular 
troops,   in  all  probabilit)^  it  would  have  been .  eafily 
taken  by  fcalade  :    but  the  reduction  of   it  was  ren- 
dered  impra(Slicable   by  his   delay.     The  ramparts 
were  mounted  with  .cannon  from  the  (Inps  in  the 
harbour  :  rxew  works  were  raifed  with  great  induftry : 
the  garrifon  was  reinforced  by  feveral  bpdies  of  re- 
gular  troops ;   and  great  numbers  were   aflembling 
from  all   parts;   fo  that  the  Britifh  forces  were  in 
danger  of  being  furrounded  in  an  enemy's  country. 
Notwithftanding  thefe  difcouragements,  they  opened 
a  fmall  battery  againft  the  town,    which  was  fct  on 
•fire    in  feveral  ptacTes  by  their  bombs  and  red-hot 
bullets  :   they  likewife  repulfcd  part  of  the  garrifon 
which  had  made  a  fally  to  deftroy  their  works  :    but 
their  cannon  producing,  no  effe6l  upon  the  fortifica- 
tions,  the  fire  from  the  town  daily  increafing,   the 
engineers  owning  they  could  not  perform  their  pro- 
mife,  and  Admiral  Lefiock  declaring,   in  repeated 
meflagcs,   that  he  could  no  longer  expofe  the  (hips 
.on  an  open  coaft  at  fuch,;i  feafon  of  the  year,  Gene- 
ral Sinclair  abandoned  ^he  liege.     Having  caufed 
the  two  iron  pieces  of  cannon  and  the  mortars  to  be 
fpiked,   he  retreated  in  good  order  to  the  fea-fide, 
where   his   troops  were  re-embarked,    liaving  fuf- 
.tained  very  inconfiderable  damage  lince  their  firft 
landing.    Jle  cxpedled  reinforcements  from   Eng- 
land, 
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land,  and  was  refolved  to  wait  a  little  longer  for  their  ctt  ap, 
arrival,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  annoy  the  enemy      ^^• 
more  cfte61ually.     In  the  beginning  of  October  the     ^j"^ 
fleet  failed  to  Quiberon-Bay,  where  they  deftroyed 
the  Ardent,  a  French  (liip  of  war  of  fixty-four  guns: 
and  a  detachment  of  the  forces  being  landed,  took 
poflJjffion  of  a  fort  on  the  peninfula ;  while  the  little 
iflands  of  Houat  and  Heydic  were  reduced  by  the 
failors.     In  this  fituation  the  Admiral  and  General 
continued  till  the  fevcnteenth  day  of  the  month, 
when  the  forts  being  difmantled,  and  the  troops  rc- 
embarked,  the  fleets  failed  from  the  French  coaft : 
the  Admiral  returned  to  England,  and  the  tranfports 
with  the  foldiers  proceeded  to  Ireland,  where  they 
arrived  in  fafety, 

§  XVI.  This  expedition,  weak  and  frivolous  as  it 
may  feem,  was  refented  by  the  French  nation  as  one 
of  the  grcateft  infults  they  had  ever  fuftained  ;  and 
demonfirated  the  poflibility  of  hurting  France  in  her 
tendercfl:  parts,  by  means  of  an  armament  of  this 
nature,  well  timed,  and  vigoroufly  condu61ed.  In- 
deed, nothing  could  be  more  abfurd  or  precipitate 
than  an  attempt  to  difirefs  the  enemy  by  landing  a 
handful  of  troops,  without  draft-horfes,  tents,  or 
artillery,  from  a  fleet  of  (hips  lying  on  an  open 
beaeb,  expofed  to  the  uncertainty  of  weather  in  the 
moil  tempeftuous  feafon  of  the  year,  fo  as  to  render 
the  retreat  and  re-embarkation  altogether  precarious. 
The  Britifh  fquadrons  in  the  Weft- Indies  performed 
no  exploit  of  confequence  in  this  courle  of  the  year. 
fhc  commerce  was  but  indifferently  protedted. 
Commodore  Lee,  ftationed  off  Martinico,  allowed 
a  French  fleet  of  merchant-fhips,  and  their  convoy, 
to  pafs  by  his  fquadron  unmolelled  ;  and  Commo- 
dore Mitchel  behaved  fcandaloufly  in  a  rencontre 
with  the  French  fquadron,  under  the  condu6l  of 
Monfieur  de  Conflans,  who  in  his  return  ;to  Europe 
took  the  Severn,  an  Engliflj  Ihip  of  fifty  guns.  The 
i:ruifer$  on  all  fides,  Englilh,  French,  and  Spaniards, 
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BOOK  were  extremely  alert ;  and  though  the  Englift  loft 
V    11'^  the  greater  number  of  fhips,  this  difference  was  more 
1746.    than  overbalanced  by  the  fuperior  value  of  the  prizes 
taken  from  the  enemy.     In  the  courfe  of  this  year 
two-and-twenty    Spanifh    privateers,    and   (ixty-fix 
merchant  veflels,   including  ten   rcgifter  (hips,  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Britifh  cruifers:   from  the 
French  they  took  feven  (hips  of  war,  ninety  pri- 
vateers, and  about  three   hundred  (hips  of  com- 
merce.    The  new  King  of  Spain*  being  rup{>ofed 
well-a(re6led  to  the  Briti(h  nation,  an  effort  was  made 
to  detach  him  from  the  interefts  of  France,  by  means 
of  the  Marquis  de  Tabernega,  who  had  formerly 
been  his  favourite,  and  re(ided  many  years  as  a  re- 
fugee in  England.     This  nobleman   proceeded  to 
Liibon,  where  a  negociation  was  fet  on  foot  with 
the  Court  of  Madrid.     But  his  efforts  mifcarried ; 
and  the  influence  of  the  Queen-mother  co'htinued  to 
predominate  in  the  Spanifh  councils.     The  States* 
General  had  for  fome  years  endeavoured  to  promote 
a  pacification  by  remonftrances,  and  even  intreaties, 
at  the  Court  of  Verfailles:  the  French  King  at  length 
difcovered  an  inclination  to  peace,  and  in  September 
a  congrefs  was  opened  at  Breda,  the  capital  or  Dutch 
Brabant,  where  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Emperor, 
Great-Britain,  France,  and  Holland,  were  aflembled: 
but  the  French  were  fo  infolent  in  their  demands, 
that  the  conferences  were  foon  interrupted. 

§  XVII.  The  Pariiament  of  Great-Britain  meet- 
ing in  November,  the  King  exhorted  them  to  con- 
cert with  all  poflible  expedition  the  proper  meafures 
for  purfuing  the  war  with  vigour,  that  the  confede* 

*  In  the  month  of  July,  Philip  King  of  Spain  dying,  in  the  sixtir- 
third  year  of  his  a^,  was  succeeaed  by  nis  eldest  son  Ferdinand,  born 
of  Maria-Louisa  Gabriela,  sister  to  the  late  King  of  Sardinia.  H« 
espoused  Donna  Maria  Ma^dalena,  Infanta  of  Portu^I,  but  had  no 
issue.  Philip  was  but  two  nays  survived  by  his  daughter,  the  Dau- 
phiness  of  France.  The  same  month  was  remarkable  for  the  death  ol 
Christicm  VI.  King  of  Denmark,  succeeded  by  his  son  Frederick  V. 
*who  had  married  the  Princess  Louna,  youngest  daughter  to  the  Kin^ 
of  Great-Britain. 
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rate  army  in  the  Netherlands  might  be  feafonably  CHAP, 
augmented:  he,  likewife,  gave  them  to  underftand,  ^^J[^' 
that  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  fupport  of  his     \y^ 
civil  government  had  for  fome  years  paft  fallen  fhort 
of  the  revenue  intended  and  granted  by  Parliament ; 
and  iaid  he  relied  on  their  known  afFedhon  to  find 
out  fome  method  to  make  good  this  deficiency.     As 
all  thofe  who  had  conduced  the  oppofition  were  now 
concerned  in  the  adminiftration,  little  or  no  objec- 
tion was  made  to  any  demand  or  propofal  of  the 
government    and    its    minifters.       The    Commons 
having  confidered  the  eftimates,  voted  forty  thou- 
fand  feamen  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  and 
about  fixty  thoufand  land  forces,  including  eleven 
thoufand  five  hundred  marines.     They  granted  four 
hundred  and  thirty-three  thoufand    pounds  to  tha 
Emprefs  Queen  of  Hungary ;  three  hundred  thou- 
iand  pounds  to  the  King  of  Sardinia ;  four  hundred 
and  ten  thoufand  pounds  for  the  maintenance  of 
eighteen  thoufand  Hanoverian  auxiliaries  ^  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty-one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feven 
g3unds  for  fix  thoufand  Hefiians ;  fubfidies  to  the 
lectors  of  Colbgn,  Mentz,  and  Bavaria ;  and  the 
fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  enable  his 
Majefty  to  profecute  the  war  with  advantage.    In  a 
word,  the  fupplies  amounted  to  nine  millions  four 
hundred  twenty-five  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  pounds ;  a  fum  almoft:  incredible,  if  we  confi- 
der  now  the  kingdom  had  been  already  drained  of 
its  treafure.     It  was  raifed  by  the  ufual  taxes,  re- 
inforced with  new  impofitions  on  windows,  carriages^ 
And  fpirituous  liquors,   a  lottery,  and  a  loan  from 
the  finking-fund.     The  new  taxes  were  mortgaged 
for  four  millions  by  transferrable  annuities,  at  an  in- 
tereft  of  four,  and  a  premium  of  ten  per  centum. 
By  rcfle^Sing  on  thefe  enormous  grants,  one  would 
imagine  the  miniftry  had  been  determined  to  impo- 
verifh  the  nation:  but,  from  the  eagernefs  and  ex- 
|)cditioi|  with  which  the  people  fubfcribed  for  the 
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BOOK  money,  one  would  conclude  that  the  riches  of  the 
t    ^\\j  kingdom  were  inexhauftible.     It  may  not  be  amifs 
174G.    to  obferve,  that  the  fupplies  of  this  year  exceeded, 
by  two  milHons  and  a  half,  the  grcateft  annual  fum 
that  was  raifed  during  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne, 
though  (he  maintained  as  great  a  number  of  troops 
as  was  now  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain,   and   her 
iarmies  and  fleets  acquired  every  year  frefh  harv^efts 
of  glor}'  and  advantage :  whereas  this  war  had  proved 
an   almoft  uninterrupted  feries  of   events  big  with 
difafler  and  dilhonour.     During  the  laft  two  years, 
the  naval  expencc  of  England  had  exceeded  that  of 
France  about    five    millions    fterling ;    though    her 
fleets  had  not  obtained  one  fignal  advantage  over  the 
enemy  at  fea,  nor  been  able  to  protedl  her  commerce 
from  their  depredations.     She  was  at  once  a  prey  to 
her  declared  adverfaries  and  profefled  friends.     Be- 
fore the  end  of  fummer,  (he  numbered  among  her 
mercenaries  two  EmprelFes,    five    German   Princes, 
and  a  powerful  Monarch,  whom  fhe  hired  to  aflift 
her  in  trimming  the  balance  of  Europe,  in  which  they 
themfelves  were  immediately  intereiled,  and  fhe  had 
'   no  more  than  a  fecondar}^  concern.    Had  thefc  fruit- 
lefs  fubfidies  been  faved ;  had  the  national  revenue 
been  applied  with  economy  to  national    purpofcs; 
had  it  been  employed  in  liquidaring  gradually  the 
pubhck  incumbrances ;    in    augmenting  the   navy, 
improving  manufadlures,  encouraging  and  fecuring 
the  colonies,  and  extending  trade  and  navigation; 
corruption  would  have  become  altogether  unnecef- 
»fary,    and   difafFecftion  would   have   vaniihed :    the 
people  would  have   been  eafed  of  their  burthens, 
and  ccafed   to    complain  :    commerce  would   have 
flouriilied,  and  produced  fuch  affluence  as  muft  have 
raifed  Great  Britain  to  the  highelt  pinnacle  of  mari- 
time power,  above  all  rivalfliip  or  competition.    She 
would  have  been  dreaded  by  her  enemies ;  revered 
by  her  neighbours:    opprefled  nations  would  have 
crept  under  her  wings  for  protcdlion;    contending 
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Potentates  would  have  appealed  to  her  dccifion ;  and  c  II  a  P^ 
Ihe  would  have  (hone  tne  univerfal  arbitrefs  of  Eu       'X. 
rope.     How  different  is  her  prefent  iituation  !    her    \^^q^ 
debts  are  enormous,  her  taxes  intolerable,  her  people 
difcontented,  add  the  linews  of  her  government  re- 
laxed.    Without  condudl^    confidence,  or  concert, 
fhe  engages  in  blundering  negociadons :  fhe  involves 
herfelf  rafhly  in  foreign  quarrels,   and  lavifhes  her 
fubflance   with  the   mofl  dangerous   precipitation: 
ihe  is  even  deferted  by  her  wonted  vigour,  fteadi- 
nefs,   and  intrepidity :    fhe  grows  vain,    fantaftical, 
and  pulillanimous :    her  arms  are  defpifed  by  her 
enemies;    and  her  councils   ridiculed    through    all 
Chriflendom. 

§  XVIir.  The  King,  in  order  to  exhibit  a  fpeci- 
men  of  his  defire  to  diminifli  the  publick  expence, 
ordered  the  third  and  fourth  troops  of  his  liie-guards 
to  be  difbanded,  and  reduced  three  regiment^  of 
horfe  to  the  quality  of  dragoons.  The  Houfe  of 
Commons  prcfented  an  addrefs  of  thanks  for  this 
iniiance  of  economy,  by  which  the  annual  fum  of 
feventy  thoufand  pounds  was  faved  to  the  nation. 
Notwithftanding  this  feeming  harmony  between  the 
King  and  the  great  council  of  the  nation,  his  Ma- 
jefty  refolved,  with  the  advice  of  his  council,  to  dif- 
Iblve  the  prefent  Parliament,  though  the  term  of 
fevcn  years  was  not  yet  expired  fince  its  firft  meet- 
ing. The  miniftry  afFe6ted  to  infinuate,  that  the 
States-General  were  unfiling  to  concur  with  his 
Majcfiy  in  vigorous  meafures  againft  France,  during 
the  cxifience  of  a  Parliament  which  had  undergone 
fuch  a  viciflitude  of  complexion.  The  Allies  of 
Great-Britain,  far  from  being  fufpicious  of  this  af- 
fembly,  which  had  fupplied  them  fo  liberally,  faw 
with  concern,  that,  according  to  law,  it  would  foon 
be  difmified;  and  they  doubted  whether  another 
could  be  procured  equally  agreeable  to  their  pur- 
pofes.  In  order  to  remove  this  doubt,  the  miniftry 
refolved  to  furprifc  the  kingdom  with  a  new  elec- 
tion. 
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BOOK  tion,  before  t^ie  malcontents  (hould  be  prepared  t6 
^  ^^-  ^  oppofe  the  friends  of  the  government.  Accord- 
^746,  i°gly>  when  the  bufinefs  of  the  feffion  was  dif- 
patched,  the  King  having  given  the  Royal  Aflcnt  to 
the  feveral  ads  they  had  prepared,  difmiflcd  them  ia 
An.  i7i7.  the  month  of  June,  with  an  afFedtionate  fpeech,  that 
breathed  nothing  but  tenderncfs  and  gratitude.  The 
Parliament  was  immediately  diilblved  by  proclama- 
tion,  and  new  writs  were  iflued  for  convoking  an- 
other. Among  the  laws  pafled  in  this  feffion,  was 
an  a6l  abolifhing  the  heritable  jurifdiflions,  and 
taking  away  the  tenure  of  wardholdings  in  Scotland, 
which  were  reckoned  among  the  principal  fources  of 
thofe  rebellions  that  had  been  excited  fince  the  Re- 
Volution.  In  the  Highlands  they  certainly  kept  the 
common  people  in  fubjedlion  to  their  chiefs,  whom 
they  implicitly  followed  and  obeyed  in  all  their  un- 
dertakings. By  this  a&  thefe  mountainteers  were 
legally  emancipated  from  flavery  :  but  as  the  tenants 
enjoyed  no  Icafes,  and  were  at  all  times  liable  to  be 
ejedted  from  their  farms,  they  ilill  depended  on  the 
pleafure  of  their  lords,  notwithftanding  this  interpoii- 
tion  of  the  legiflature,  which  granted  a  valuable 
confideration  in  money  to  every  nobleman  and  petty 
baron,  who  was  thus  deprived  of  one  part  of  his 
inheritance.  The  forfeited  eftates  indeed,  were  di- 
vided into  fmall  farms,  and  let  by  the  government 
on  leafes  at  an  under  value ;  fo  that  thofe  who  had 
the  good  fortune  to  obtain  fuch  leafes  tafted  the 
fweets  of  independence  :  but  the  Highlanders  in  ge- 
neral were  left  in  their  original  indigence  and  inca-. 
pacity,  at  the  mercy  of  their  fuperiors.  Had  ma- 
xiufadhires  and  filheries  been  eftablifhed  in  different 
parts  of  their  country,  they  would  have  feen  and 
jelt  the  happy  confequences  of  induilry,  and  in  a 
little  time  been  effedlually  detached  from  all  their 
flavifli  conne6lions. 

^  XIX.    The   operations  of  the   campaign  had 
been  coacerted  in  the  winter  at  the  Hague^  between 
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the  Duke  of  Cumberland  and  the  States-General  of  ^  jj  A  P 
the  United  Provinces,  who  were  by  this  time  gene-      IX. 
rally  convinced  of  France's  defign  to  encroach  upon  ^"""TXT^ 
their    territories.      They,   therefore,    determined  to 
take  efFedlual  meafures  againft  that  reftlefs  and  am- 
bitious   neighbour.     The   allied    Powers  agreed  to 
allemble  a  vaft  army  in  the  Netherlands  ;  and  it  was 
refolvcd  that  the  Auflrians  and  Piedmontefe  (hould 
once  more   penetrate  into  Provence.     The   Dutch 
patriots,  however,  were  not  roufed  into  this  exer- 
tion, until  all  their  remonftrances  had  failed  at  the 
Court  of  Verfailles;  until  they  had  been  urged  by 
repeated  memorials  of  the  Englifh  Ambaflador,  anci 
ftimulated  by  the  immediate  danger  to  which  their 
country  was  expofed :  for  France  was  by  this  timt 
poflefled  of  all  the  Auflrian  Netherlands,  and  feemed 
bent  upon  penetrating  into  the   territories   of   the 
United  Provinces.    In  February,  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland began  to  aflemble  the  allied  forces ;  and  ia 
the  latter  end  of  March  they  took  the  field  in  thre^ 
feparate  bodies.     His  Royal  Highnefs,  with  the  En- 
gliih,   Hanoverians,    and  Heffians,    fixed  his  head 
quarters  at  the  village  of  Tilberg:    the  Prince  of 
Waldeck  was  polled  with  the  Dutch  troops  at  Breda; 
and  Marefchal  Bathiani,colle6led  the  Auftrians  and 
Bavarians  in  the  neighbourhood  of   Venlo.      Thc^ 
whole  army  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  men,  who  lay  ina6live  fix  weeks,  expofed 
to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  almoft  deili- 
tutc  of  forage  and  provifion.     Count  Saxe,  by  this 
time  created  Marefchal  general  of  France,  continued 
his  troops  within  their  cantonments  at  Bruges,  Ant- 
werp, and  Bruflels,  declaring,   that  when  the  allied 
army  Ihould  be  weakened  by  ficknefs  and  mortality, 
he  would  convince  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  that 
the  firft  duty  of  a  general  is  to  provide  for  the  health 
and  prefervation  of  his  troops.     In  April  this  fortu- 
nate Commander  took  the  field,  at  the  head  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  tlioufand  men ;  and  the  Count  de 
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'BOOK  Clermont  commanded  a  feparate  body  of  nincteeil 

,^ ^\j  battalions  and  thirty  fquadrons.     Count  Lowendahl 

1747.  was  detached  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  the  month, 
with  feven-and-twenty  thouland  men,  to  invade 
Dutch  Flanders :  at  the  fame  time,  the  French  mi- 
,  nifter  at  the  Hague  prefented  a  memorial  to  the 
States,  intimating,  that  his  mafier  was  obliged  to 
take  this  ftep  by  the  neceflity  of  war;  but  that  his 
troops  Ihould  obferve  the  ftridleft  difcipline,  without 
interfering  with  the  religion,  government,  or  com- 
merce of  the  Kepublick :  he  likewife  declared,  that 
the  countries  and  places  of  which  he  might  be 
obliged  to  take  poUellion  fhould  be  detained  no 
otherwife  than  as  a  pledge,  to  be  reftored  as  foon  as 
the  United  Provinces  (liould  give  convincing  proofs 
that  they  would  no  longer  furniih  the  enemies  of 
France  with  fuccours. 

§  XX.  While  the  States  deliberated  upon  this 
declaration,  Count  Lowendahl  entered  Dutch  Bra- 
bant, and  invefled  the  town  and  fortrefs  of  Sluys, 
the  garrifon  of  which  furrendered  themfelves  pri- 
foncrs  of  war  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  April.  This 
was  likewife  the  fate  of  Sas-van  Ghent,  while  the 
Marquis  de  Contades,  with  another  detachment,  re- 
duced the  forts  Pcrle  and  Leifkenflioek,  with  the 
town  of  Philippine,  even  within  hearing  of  the  con- 
federate army.  The  fort  of  Sanberg  was  vigoroufly 
defended  by  two  Engliili  battalions:  but  they  were 
overpowered,  and  obliged  to  retire  to  Welfthoorden  ; 
and  Count  Lowendahl  undertook  the  fiege  of  Hulft, 
which  was  fhamefully  furrendered  by  La  Roque,  the 
Dutch  governor,  though  he  knew  that  a  reinforce- 
ment of  nine  battalions  was  on  the  march  to  his  re- 
lief. Then  die  French  General  took  pofleflion  of 
Axel  and  Terneufe,  and  began  to  prepare  flat-bot- 
tomed boats  for  a  defcent  on  the  iftand  of  Zealand. 
The  Dutch  people  vvcrc  now  ftruck  with  conflerna- 
tion.  They  faw  the  enemy  at  their  doors,  and  owed 
their  immediate  prefcrvauon  to  the  Britilh  fquadron 
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fiationed  at  the  Swin,  under  the  command  of  Com-  CHAP, 
modore  Mitchel  *,  who,  by  means  of  his  floops,  ^  ^^ 
tenders,  and  fmall  craft,  took  fuch  meafures  as  de*  ly^^ 
feated  the  intention  of  Lowendahl.  The  common 
people  in  .Zealand  being  reduced  to  defpair,  began 
to  clamour  loudly  againft  their  Governors,  as  if  they 
had  not  taken  the  proper  meafures  for  their  fecurity. 
The  friends  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  did  not  negledt 
this  opportunity  of  promoting  his  intereft..  They 
encouraged  their  difcontent,  and  exaggerated  the 
danger  :  they  reminded  them  of  the  year  one  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  and  fevcnty-two,  when  the  French 
King  was  at  the  gates  of  Amfterdam,  and  the  Repub- 
lick  was  faved  by  the  choice  of  a  Stadtholder :  they 
exhorted  them  to  turn  their  eyes  on  the  defcendant 
of  thofe  heroes  who  had  eftablifhed  the  liberty  and 
independence  of  the  United  Provinces  :  they  ex- 
tolled his  virtue  and  ability ;  his  gencrofity,  his  juf- 
tice,  his  unftiaken  love  to  his  country.  The  people 
in  feveral  towns,  inflamed  by  fuch  reprefentations  to 
tumult  and  fedition,  compelled  their  magiflrates  to 
declare  the  Prince  of  Orange  Stadtholder.  He  him- 
felf,  in  a  letter  to  the  States  of  Zealand,  offered  his 
ferviccs  for  the  defence  of  the  province.  On  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  April  he  was  nominated  Cap- 
tain-general and  Admiral  of  2^aland.  Their  ex- 
ample was  followed  by  Rotterdam  and  the  whole 
province  of  Holland  ;  and  on  the  fecond  day  of  May, 
the  Prince  of  Orange  was,  in  the  aflcmbly  of  the 
States-General,  inverted  with  the  power  and  dignity 
of  Stadtholder,  Captain-General,  and  Admiral  of 
the  United  Provinces.  The  vigorous  confequences 
of  this  refolution  immediately  appeared.  All  com- 
merce and  contracts  with  the  French  were  prohi-  . 
bited  :  the  peafants  were  armed  and  exeitifed  :  a  re- 
folution palled  for  making  a  confiderable  augmenta- 
tion of  the  army :  a  council  of  war  was  elkbliflied 

*  Not  the  person  who  commanded  in  the  West-Indies. 
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B  OOK  for  enquiring  into  the  condu£)  of  the  Governors  who 
^    ^^'^^  had  given  up  the  frontier  places;  and  orders  were 
^^7^77   iflhed  to  commence  hoflihties  againft  the  French, 
both  by  fea  and  land. 

§  XaI.  Meanwhile,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
took  poft  with  his  whole  army  between  the  two 
Nethcs,  to  cover  Bergen-op-Zoom  and  Maeftricht ; 
and  Marefchal  Saxe  called  in  his  detachments,  with 
a  view  to  hazard  a  general  engagement.  In  the  lat- 
ter end  of  May,  the  French  King  arrived  at  Bruf- 
fels  ;  and  his  General  refolved  to  undertake  the  liege 
of  Maeftricht.  For  this  purpofe  he  advanced  towards 
Louvain  ;  and  the  Confederates  perceiving  his  drift, 
began  their  march  to  take  poft  between  the  town  and 
the  enemy.  On  the  twentieth  day  of  June,  they 
took  pofJeffion  of  their  ground,  and  were  drawn  up 
in  order  of  battle,  with  their  right  at  Bilfen,  and 
their  left  extending  to  Wirle,  within  a  mile  of 
Maeftricht,  having  in  the  front  of  iheir  left  wing 
the  village  of  Lafi^eldt,  in  which  they  pofted  feveral 
fcattalions  of  Britifti  infantry.  The  French  had  taken 
pofleffion  of  the  heights  of  Herdecren,  immediately 
above  the  Allies ;  and'both  armies  cannonaded  each 
other  till  the  evening.  In  the  morning,  the  enemy^s 
infantry  marched  down  the  hill,  in  a  prodigious 
column,  and  attacked  the  village  of  LafFeldt,  which 
was  well  fortified,  and  defended  with  amazing  obfti- 
nacy.  The  aflSulants  fuffered  terribly  in  their  ap- 
proach, from  the  cannon  of  the  Confederates,  which 
was  ferved  with  furprifing  dexterity  and  fuccefs  ;  and 
they  met  with  fuch  a  warm  reception  from  the  Bri- 
tifti mufquetry  as  they  could  not  withftand  :  but, 
when  they  were  broken  and  difperfed,  frcfti  brigades 
fucceeded  with  aftoniftiing  perfevcrance.  The  Con- 
federates were  driven  out  of  the  village :  yet  being 
fuliained  by  three  regiments,  they  meafured  back 
their  ground,  and  repulfcd  the  enemy  with  great 
ftaughter.  Neverthelefs,  Count  Saxe  continued  pour- 
"kio;  in  other  battalions,  and  the  French  regained  and 
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maintained  their  footing  in  the  village,  after  it  had  chap. 
been  three  times  loft  and  carried.  The  adiion  was  ^^• 
chiefly  confined  to  this  poft,  where  the  field  exhibited  174^ 
a  horrible  fcene  of  carnage.  At  noon  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  ordered  the  whole  left  wing  to  advance 
againft  the  enemy,  whofe  infantry  gave  way  :  Prince 
Waldeck  led  up  the  centre :  Marefchal  Bathiani 
made  a  motion  with  the  right  wing  towards  Her- 
deeren,  and  vidory  feemed  ready  to  declare  for  the 
Confederates,  when  the  fortune  of  the  day  took  a 
fudden  turn  to  their  prejudice.  Several  fquadrons 
of  Dutch  horfe,  polled  in  the  centre,  gave  way,  and 
flying  at  full  gallop,  overthrew  five  battahons  of  in- 
fantry that  were  advancing  from  the  body  of  refervc. 
The  French  cavalry  charged  them  with  great  impe- 
tuofity,  increafing  the  confufion  that  was  already 
produced,  and  penetrating  through  the  lines  of  the 
allied  army,  which  was  thus  divided  about  the 
centre.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  exerted 
himfclf  with  equal  courage  and  adlivity  in  attempt- 
ing to  remedy  this  diforder,  was  in  danger  of  being 
taken ;  and  the  defeat  would  in  all  probability  have 
been  total,  had  not  Sir  John  Ligonicr  taken  the  re- 
folurion  of  facrificing  himfelf  and  a  part  of  the  troops 
to  the  fafety  of  the  army.  At  the  head  of  three 
Britifh  Regiments  of  dragoons,  and  fome  fquadrons 
of  Imperial  horfe,  he  charged  the  whole  line  of  the 
French  cavalry,  with  fuch  intrepidity  and  fuccels 
that  he  overthrew  all  that  oppofed  him,  and  made 
fuch  a  diverfion  as  enabled  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
to  effe6l  an  orderly  retreat  to  Maeftricht.  He  bim- 
fclf  was  taken  by  a  French  carabineer,  after  his  horfe 
had  been  killed :  but  the  regiments  he  commanded 
retired  with  deliberation.  The  Confcdetares  re- 
treated to  Maeftricht,  without  having  fuftained  much. 
damage  from  the  purfuit,  and  even  brought  off  all 
their  artillery,  except  fixteen  pieces  of  cannon. 
Their  lofs  did  not  exceed  fix  thoufand  men  killed 
aad  taken ;  whereas  the  French  General  purchafed 
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BOO  K  the  vi^ory  at  a  much  greater  expence.  The  cbm^ 
^^^'^j  mon  caufe  of  the  confederate  powers  is  faid  to  have 
1747.  fufiered  from  the  pride  and  ignorance  of  their  Ge^ 
nerals.  On  the  eve  of  the  battle,  when  the  detach- 
ment of  the  Count  dc  Clermont  appeared  on  the  hill 
of  Herdeeren,  Marefchal  Bathiani  afked  permiiHon 
of  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  attack  them  before 
they  ftiould  be  reinforced,  declaring  he  would  an- 
fwer  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize.  No  regard 
was  paid  to  this  propofal :  but  the  fuperiour  afked  in 
his  turn,  where  the  Marefchal  would  be  in  cafe  he 
fhould  be  wanted  ?  He  replied,  "  I  Ihall  always  be 
found  at  the  head  of  my  troops,"  and  retired  in 
difguft.  the  fubfequent  difpofition  has  likewife 
been  blamed,  inafmuch  as  not  above  one  half  of  the 
army  could  a6l,  while  the  enemy  exerted  their  whote 
force. 

§  XXII.  The  Confederates  pafled  the  Maefe,  and 
encamped  in  the  Duchy  of  Limburgh,  fo  as  to  cover 
Maeftricht ;  while  the  French  King  remained  with 
his  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tongres.  Ma- 
refchal Saxe,  having  amufed  the  Allies  with  marches 
and  counter- marches,  at  length  detached  Count 
Lowendahl  with  fix-and-thirty  thoufand  men  to  be- 
liege  Bergen-op-Zoom,  the  ftrongeft  fortification  of 
Dutch  Brabant,  the  favourite  work  of  the  famous 
engineer  Coehorn,  never  conquered,  and  generally 
efleemed  invincible.  It  was  fecured  with  a  garrifon 
of  three  thoufand  men,  and  well  provided  with  ar- 
tillery, ammunition,  and  magazines.  The  enemy 
appeared  before  it  oh  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  and 
fummoned  the  Governor  to  furrendcr.  The  Prince 
of  Saxe  Hildburghaufen  was  fent  to  its  relief,  with 
twenty  battalions  and  fourteen  fquadr^ns  of  the  troops 
that  could  be  mofl  conveniently  aflembled;  he 
entered  the  lines  of  Bergen-op-Zoom,  where  be  re- 
mained in  expedation  of  a  flrong  reinfbrcement  from 
the  confederate  army;  and  the  old  Baron  Cron- 
iirom^  whom  tlie  Stadtholder  had  appointed  Go- 
vernor 
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T€mor  of  Brabant,  afliuned  the  command  of  the  gar-c  H  A  p. 
lifon.  The  befiegers  carried  on  their  operations^  ^^-  ^ 
with  great  vivacity  ;  and  the  troops  in  the  town  de*  17477 
fended  it  with  equal  vigour.  The  eyes  of  all  Europe 
were  turned  upon  this  important  fiege  :  Count  Low- 
endahl  received  divers  reinforcements  ;  and  a  confi- 
derable  body  of  troops  was  detached  from  the  allied 
army,  under  the  command  of  Baron  Schwartzem- 
ber,  to  co-operate  with  ihe  Prince  of  Saxe  Hild- 
burghaufen.  The  French  General  loft  a  great  num- 
ber of  men  by  the  clofe  and  continual  fire  of  the 
bcfieged  ;  while  he,  in  his  turn,  opened  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  batteries,  and  plied  them  fo  warmly,  that  the 
defences  began  to  give  way.  From  the  fixteenth  day 
of  July  to  the  fifteenth  of  September,  the  fieee  pro- 
duced an  intermitting  fcene  of  horror  and  deflruc- 
tion  :  defperate  fallies  were  made,  and  mines  fprung 
jvirh  the  moft  dreadful  efFedls :  the  works  began  to 
be  (battered  ;  the  town  was  laid  in  afties  ;  the  trenches 
were  filled  with  carnage ;  nothing  was  feen  but  fire 
and  fmoke ;  nothing  heard  but  one  continued  roar 
of  bombs  and  cannon.  But  ftill  the  damage  fell 
chiefly  on  the  befiegers,  who  were  flain  in  heaps ; 
while  the  garrifon  futtcred  very  little,  and  could  be 
occafionally  relieved  or  reinforced  firom  the  lines.  In 
a  word,  it^was  generally  believed  that  Count  Low- 
eodahl  would  be  baffled  in  his  endeavours  ;  and  by 
this  belief  the  Governor  of  Bergen-op-Zoom  feems 
to  have  been  lulled  into  a  blind  fecurity.  At  length, 
feme  inconfideiuble  breaches  were  made  in  one  rave-* 
lia  and  two  baftions,  and  thefe  the  French  General 
rcfolved  to  ftorm,  though  Conftrom  believed  they 
were  impradlicable :  and  on  that  fuppofition  pre- 
fumed  that  the  enemy  would  not  attempt  an  aflault. 
For  this  very  reafon  Count  Lowendahl  refolved  to 
hazard  the  attack,  before  the  preparations  (hould  be 
made  for  his  reception.  He  accordingly  regulated 
his  difpofitions,  and  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
x>n  the  fixteenth  day  of  September,  the  fignal  was 
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BOOK  made  for  the  aflault.  A  prodigious  quantity  of 
^^^'j  bombs  being  thrown  into  the  ravelin,  bis  troops 
1747,  threw  themfelves  into  the  fofTe,  mounted  the  breach- 
es, forced  open  a  fally-port,  and  entered  the  place, 
almoft  without  rcfiflance.  In  a  word,  they  had  time 
to  extend  thcmfelves  along  the  curtains,  and  form 
in  order  of  battle,  before  the  garrifon  could  be 
aflembled.  Conftrom  was  afleep,  and  the  foldiers 
upon  duty  had  been  furprized  by  the  fuddennefs  and 
impetuofity  of  the  attack.  Though  the  French  had 
taken  pofleflion  of  the  ramparts,  they  did  not  gain 
the  town  without  oppofition.  Two  battalions  of  the 
Scottifh  troops,  in  the  pay  of  the  States-General, 
were  aflembled  in  the  market  place,  and  attacked 
them  with  fuch  fury,  that  they  were  driven  from 
flrect  to  flreet,  until  frefh  reinforcements  arriving, 
compelled  the  Scots  to  retreat  in  their  turn  ;  yet 
they  difputed  every  inch  of  ground,  and  fought  until 
two-thirds  of  them  were  killed  on  the  fpot.  Then 
they  brought  off  the  old  Governor,  abandoning  the 
town  to  the  enemy :  the  troops  that  were  encamped 
ift  the  lines  retreating  with  great  precipitation,  all 
the  forts  in  the  neighbourhood  immediately  furren- 
dered  to  the  vigors,  who  now  became  matters  of  the 
whole  navigation  of  the  Schelde.  The  French  King 
was  no  fooner  informed  of  Lowendahl's  fuccefs,  than 
he  promoted  him  to  the  rank  of  Marefchal  of  France; 
appointed  Count  Saxe  Governor  of  the  conquered 
Netherlands;  and  returned  in  triumph  to  Verlailles. 
In  a  little  time  after  this  tranfaftion,  both  armies 
were  difiributed  into  winter-quarters,  and  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland  embarked  for  England. 

^  XXIII.  In  Italy,  the  French  arms  did  not  tri- 
umph with  equal  fuccefs,  though  the  Marefchal  de 
Belleifle  faw  himfelf  [at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army 
in  Provence.  In  April  he  jpafled  the  Var  without 
oppofition,  and  took  pofleflion  of  Nice.  He  met 
with  little  or  no  refiftance  in  reducing  Montalban, 
Villafranca,  and  Ventimiglia ;  while  General  Brown 

with 


Digitized 


by  Google 


GEORGE   11.  215 

with  cight-and-twenty  thoufand  Auftrains,  retired  CHAP. 
tovvards  Final  and  Savona.  In  the  mean  tinxe,  an-  v  ^^\  j 
other  large  body,  under  Count  Schuylemberg,  who  1747. 
had  fucceeded  the  Marquis  de  Botta,  co-operated 
with  fifteen  thoufand  Piedmontefe  in  an  attempt  to 
recover  the  city  of  Genoa.  The  French  King  had 
fent  their  fupplies,  fuccours,  and  engineers,  with 
the  Duke  de  Boufflers,  as  Ambaflador  to  the  repub- 
lick,  who  likewife  aded  as  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  forces  employed  for  its  defence.  The  Auftrian 
General  aflembled  his  troops  in  the  Milancfe:  hav- 
ing forced  the  paflage  of  the  Bochetta  on  the  thir- 
teenth of  January,  he  advanced  into  the  territories 
of  Grcnoa,  and  the  Rivera  was  ravaged  without 
mercy.  On  the  laft  day  of  March  he  appeared  ^ 
before  the  city,  at  the  head  of  forty  thoufand  men, 
and  fummoned  the  revolters  to  lay  down  their  arms. 
The  anfwcr  he  received  was,  that  the  republick  had 
fifty-four  thoufand  men  in  arms,  two  hundred  and 
fixty  cannon,  thirty-four  mortars,  with  abundance 
of  ammunition  and  provifion  ;  that  they  would  de- 
fend their  liberty  with  their  laft  blood,  and  be  buried 
in  the  ruins  of  their  capital,  rather  than  fubmit  to  the 
clemency  of  the  Court  of  Vienna,  except  by  an  ho- 
nourable capitulation,  guaranteed  by  the  Kings  of 
Great-Britain  and  Sardinia,  the  republick  of  Venice 
and  the  United  Provinces.  In  the  beginning  of 
May,  Genoa  Was  invefted-on  all  fides;  a  ftirious 
fally  was  made  by  the  Duke  de  Boufflers,  who  drove 
the  bcfiegers  from  their  pofts ;  but  the  Auftrians  ral- 
lying, he  was  repulfed  in  his  turn,  with  the  lofs  of 
feven  hundred  men.  General  Schuylemberg  car- 
ried on  his  operations  with  fuch  Ikill,  vigour,  and 
intrepidity,  that  he  made  himfelf  maftcr  of  the 
fuburbs  of  Bifagno ;  and  in  all  probability  would 
have  reduced  the  city,  had  he  not  been  obliged  to 
defift,  in  confequence  of  the  repeated  remonflrances 
made  by  the  King  of  Sardinia  and  Count  Brown, 
who  reprefented  the  ncccflity  of  his  abandoning  his 
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cnterprizei  and  drawing  off  his  army,  to  cover  Pied- 
mont and  Lombardy  from  the  efforts  of  Marefchal 
"7^4^  dc  Bellciflc.  Accordingly,  he  raifed  the  liege  on 
the  tenth  day  of  June,  and  returned  into  the  Mila- 
nefe,  in  order  to  join  his  Sardinian  Majefty  ;  while 
the  Genoefe  made  an  irruption  into  the  Parmeiaii 
and  Placentin,  where  they  committed  terrible  out- 
rages, in  revenge  for  the  mifchiefs  they  had  under- 
gone. 

^  XXIV.    W^ile  the  Marefchal  de  Belleifle  re- 
mamed  at  Ventimigha,  his  brother,  at  the  head  of 
four-and-thirty  thoufand  French  and  Spaniards,  at- 
tempted to  penetrate  into  Piedmont :  on  the  iixth 
day  of  July  he  arrived  at  the  pafs  of  Exilles,  a  (Irong 
fortrefs  on  the  frontiers  of  Dauphin^,  fituated  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  river  Doria.     The  defence  of  this 
important  ^oft  the  King  of  Sardinia  had  committed 
to  the  care  of  the  Count  de  Brigueras,  who  formed 
an  encampment  behind  the  lines,  with  fourteen  bat- 
talions of  Piedmontefe  and  Auihians,  while  divers 
detachments  were  pofted  along  all  the  pailes  of  the 
Alps.     On  the  eighth  day  of  the  month  the  Pied- 
montefe entrenchments  were  attacked  by  the  Cheva- 
lier de  Belleifle,  with  incredible  intrepidity;  but  the 
columns  were  repulfed  with  great  lofs  in  three  fuc- 
cefiive  attacks.     Impatient  of  this  obftinate  oppo- 
iition,  and  determined  not  to  furvive  a  mifcamage, 
this  impetuous  General  feized  a  pair  of  colours,  and 
advancing  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  through  a  pro- 
digious fire,  pitched  them  with  his  own  hand. on 
the  enemy's  entrenchments.     At  that  inftant  he  fell 
dead,  having  received  two  mufquet  balls  and  the 
thruft  of  a  bayonet  in   his  body.    The  aflailants 
were  fo  much  difpirited  by  the  death  of  their  Com- 
mander, that  they  forthwith  gave  way,  and  retreated 
with    precipitation    towards   Selleries,    having   loft 
near  five  thoufand  men  in  the  attack.    The  Ma- 
refchal was  no  fooner  informed  of  his  brother^s  mif- 
fortune^  than  he  retreated  towards  the  Var,  to  join 
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the  troops  from  Exilles,  while  the  King  of  Sardinia,  CHAP, 
having  aflcmbled  an  army  of  feventy  thoufand  men,  v    ^'^ 
threatened  Dauphine  with  an  invafion ;  but  the  ex-     1747. 
ceflive  rains  prevented  the  execution  of  his  defign. 
General  Leutrum  was  detached  with  twenty  batta- 
lions, to  drive  the  French  from  Ventimiglia;  but, 
Bclleifle  marching  back,  that  fcheme  was  likewife 
frnftrated :  and  thus  ended  the  campaign. 

§  XXV.  In  this  manner  was  the  French  King 
baffled  in  his  proje6ts  upon  Italy ;  nor  was  he  more 
fortunate  in  his  naval  operations.  He  had,  in  the 
preceding  year,  equipped  an  expenfive  armament, 
under  the  command  of  the  Duke  d'Anville,  for  the 
recovery  of  Cape-Breton ;  but  it  was  rendered  in- 
cfieiStual  by  ftorms,  diftempers,  and  the  death  of 
the  Commander.  Not  yet  difcouraged  by  thefe  dif- 
afters,  he  refolved  to  renew  his  efforts  againft  the 
Britiih  colonies  in  North-America,  and  their  fettle- 
ments  in  the  Caft-Indies.  For  thefe  purpofes  two 
fqoadrons  were  prepared  at  Breft,  one  to  be  com- 
manded by  the  Commodore  de  la  Jonquiere ;  and 
the  other  deitined  for  India,  by  Monfieur  de  St. 
Greorge.  The  miniftry  of  Great-Britain,  being  ap- 
prifed  of  thefe  meafures,  refolved  to  intercept  both 
fquadrons,  which  were  to  fet  fail  together.  For  this 
purpofe  Vice-Admiral  Anfon  and  Rear-Admiral 
Warren  took  their  departure  from  Plymouth  with  a 
formidable  fleet,  and  fleered  their  courfe  to  Cape 
Jlniftcrre  on  the  coaft  of  Gallicia  .  On  the  third  day 
of  May  they  fell  in  with  the  French  fquadrons,  com- 
manded by  La  Jonquiere  and  St.  George,  confifting 
of  fix  large  fliips  of  war,  as  many  frigates,  and 
four  armed  vefllels  equipped  by  their  Eaft-India 
company,  having  under  their  convoy  about  thirty 
(hips  laden  with  merchandize.  Thofe  prepared  for 
war  immediately  fhortened  fail,  and  formed  a  line 
of  battle ;  while  the  reft,  under  the  prote6lion  of 
the  fix  frigates,  proceeded  on  their  voyage  with  all' 
the  fail  they  could  carry.     The  Britiih  fquadron  was 
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BOOK  likcwife  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  ;  but  Mr.  War- 
^^  ^^'  ren,  perceiving  tnat  the  enemy  began  to  Iheer  off^ 
^y4^  now  their  convoy  was  at  a  confiderable  diftance,  ad- 
vifed  Admiral  Anfon  to  haul  in  the  fignal  for  the 
line,  and  hoifl  another  for  giving  chafe  and  engag- 
ing, otherwife  the  French  would,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, efcape  by  favour  of  the  night.  The  propofal 
was  embraced ;  and  in  a  little  time  the  engagement 
began  with  great  fury,  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  The  enemy  fuftained  the  battle  with 
equal  condudl  and  valour,  until  they  were  over- 
powered by  numbers,  and  then  they  ftruck  their 
colours.  The  Admiral  detached  three  fhips  in  pur- 
fuit  of  the  convoy,  nine  fail  of  which  were  taken ; 
but  the  reft  were  faved  by  the  intervening  darknefs. 
About  feven  hundred  of  the  French  were  killed  and 
wounded  in  this  adlion.  The  Englifh  loft  about 
five  hundred ;  and  among  thefe  Captain  Grenville, 
Commander  of  the  fhip  Defiance.  He  was  nephew 
'  to  the  Lord  Vifcount  Cobham,  a  youth  of  the  moft 
amiable  chara6ler  and  promifing  genius,  animated 
with  the  nobleft  fentiments  of  honour  and  psctriotifm. 
Eager  in  the  purfuit  of  glory,  he  rufhed  into  the 
midft  of  the  battle,  where  both  his  legs  were  cut  off 
by  a  cannon  ball.  He  fubmitted  to  his  fate  with 
the  moft  heroick  refignalion,  and  died  univerfally 
lamented  and  beloved.  The  fuccefs  of  the  Britifh 
arms  in  this  engagement  was  chiefly  owing  to  the 
condudl,  adlivity,  and  courage  of  the  Rear-Admi- 
ral.  A  confiderable  quantity  of  bullion  was  found 
in  the  prizes,  which  was  brought  to  Spithead  in  tri- 
umph; and  the  treafure  being  landed,  was  conveyed 
in  twenty  waggons  to  the  Bank  of  London.  Admi- 
ral Anfon  was  ennobled,  and  Mr.  Warren  honoured 
with  the  Order  of  the  Bath. 

^  XXVI.  About  the  middle  of  June,  Commo- 
dore Fox,  with  fix  fhips  of  war,  cruifing  in  the  la- 
titude of  Cape  Ortegal  in  Gallicia,  took  above  forty 
French  Ihips,  richly  laden  from  St.  Domingo,  after 
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they  had  been  abandoned  by  their  convoy.  But  CHAP, 
the  French  King  fuftaincd  another  more  important  ^  }^'  ^ 
lofs  at  fea,  in  the  month  of  06lober.  Rear-Admi-  1747?"^ 
ral  Hawke  failed  from  Plymouth  in  the  beginning 
of  Auguft,  with  fourteen  fliips  of  the  line,  to  inter- 
cept a  fleet  of  French  merchant- fhips  bound  for  the 
Weft- Indies.  He  cruifed  for  fome  time  on  the  coaft 
of  Bretagne  ;  and  at  length  the  French  fleet  failed 
from  the  ifle  of  Aix,  under  convoy  of  nine  fhips  of 
the  line,  befides  frigates,  commanded  by  Monlieur 
de  Letendeur.  On  the  fourteenth  day  of  Odober 
the  two  fquadrons  were  in  fight  of  each  other,  in  the 
latitude  of  Belleifle.  The  French  Commodore  im- 
mediately ordered  one  of  his  great  fliips,  and  the 
frigates,  to  proceed  with  the  trading  (nips,  while 
he  formed  the  line  of  battle,  and  waited  the  attack. 
At  eleven  in  the  forenoon  Admiral  Hawke  difplayed 
the  fignal  to  chafe,  and  in  half  an  hour  both  fleets 
were  engaged.  The  battle  lafted  till  night,  when 
all  the  French  fquadron,  except  the  Intrepide  and 
Tenant,  had  ftruck  to  the  Engliih  flag.  Thefe  two 
capital  (hips  efcaped  in  the  dark,  and  returned  to 
Breft  in  a  (hattered  conditon.  The  French  Cap- 
tains fuftained  the  unequal  fight  with  uncommon  , 
bravery  and  refolution ;  and  did  not  yield  until  their 
ihips  were  difabled.  Their  lofs  in  men  amounted 
to  eight  hundred  :  the  number  of  Engli(h  killed  in 
this  engagement  did  not  exceed  two  hundred,  in- 
cluding Captain  Saumarcz,  a  gallant  ofiicer,  who 
had  ferved  under  Lord  Anfon  in  his  expedition  to 
rhe  Pacifick  Ocean.  Indeed,  it  muft  be  owned, 
for  the  honour  of  that  nobleman,  that  all  the  officers 
formed  under  his  example,  and  raifed  by  his  influ- 
ence, approved  themfclves  in  all  refpec^ls  worthy  of 
the  commands  to  which  they  were  preferred.  Im- 
mediately after  rhe  adiiion,  Admiral  Hawke  dif- 
patched  a  floop  to  Commodore  Lcgge,  whofe  fqua- 
dron was  ftationed  at  the  Leeward  Iflands,  with 
awtclligcncc  of    the  French  fleet  of  mcrchat-fliips, 
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BOOK  outward-bound 9  that  be  might  take  tbe  proper  vactL^ 
^  ^^'  J  fures  for  intercepting  them  in  their  paflage  to  Mar- 
^^4^  tinique,  and  tbe  other  French  illands.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  advice,  he  redoubled  his  vigilance, 
and  a  good  number  of  them  fell  into  his  hands. 
Admiral  Haw ke  conduced  his  prizes  to  Spithead  ; 
and  in  his  letter  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty  declared, 
that  all  his  Captains  behaved  like  men  of  honour 
during  the  engagement,  except  Mr.  Fox,  whofe 
condudl  he  defired  might  be  fubjeiled  to  an  en- 
quiry. That  gentleman  was  accordingly  tried  by  a 
court-martial,  and  fufpended  from  his  command, 
for  having  followed  the  advice  of  his  officers,  con- 
trary to  his  own  better  judgment :  but  he  was  foon 
reflored,  and  afterwards  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Admiral ;  while  Mr.  Matthews,  whofe  courage  never 
incurred  fufpicion,  ftill  laboured  under  a  fufpenfion 
for  that  which  had  been  fuccefsfully  pradlifed  in  b©th 
thefe  late  a6lion$,  namely,  engaging  the  enemy  with- 
out any  regard  to  the  hne  of  battle. 

§  lOlVIL  In  the  Mediterranean,  Vice-Admiral 
Medley  blocked  up  the  Spanifli  fquadron  in  Car- 
thagena  ;  affified  the  Aufixian  General  on  the  coaft 
of  Villafranca  ;  and  intercepted  fomeof  the  luccours 
fent  from  France  to  the  amftance  of  the  Genoefe. 
At  his  death,  which  happened  in  the  beginning  of 
Auguft,  the  command  of  that  fquadron  devolved 
upon  Rear-Admiral  Byng,  who  proceeded  on  the 
fame  plan  of  operation.  In  the  iummer,  two  Bri- 
tifh  (hips  of  war,  having  under  their  convoy  a  fleet 
of  merchant-fhips  bound  to  North-America,  fell  in 
with  the  Gloriofo,  a  Spanifh  (hip  of  eighty  guns,  in 
the  latitude  of  the  Wefiern-Ifles.  She  nad  failed 
from  the  Havannah,  with  an  immenfe  treafure  on 
board,  and  muft  have  falltn  a  prize  to  the  £ngii(h 
(hips,  had  each  Captain  done  his  duty.  Captain 
Erlkine,  in  the  Warwick  of  lixty  guns,  attacked 
her  with  great  intrepidity,  and  fought  until  bis  (hip 
.  was  entirely  difablcd ;    but  being  unfuftained  by  his 

confort, 


Digitized 


by  Google 


GEORGE    IL  221 

coofort,   he  was  obliged  to  haul  off,    and  the  Glo-  CHAP, 
riofo  arrived  in  fafety,  at  Ferrol:  there  the  filvcr  was  ,  /^'   ^ 
landed,  and  (he  proceeded  on  her  voyage  to  Cadiz,     1747. 
which,    however,    fhe  did  not  reach.      She  was  en- 
countered  by  the  Dartmouth,   a  Britifh  frigate  of 
forty  guns,    commanded  by  Captain  Hamilton,    a 
gallant  youth,   who,   notwithftanding  the  inequality 
of  force,  engaged  her  without  hefitation :    but  m  the 
heat  of  the  adtion,  his  (hip  being  fet  on  Hrc  by  acci- 
dent,   was  blown   up,    and  he  perithed  with  all  his 
crew,  except  a  miduiipman  and  ten  or  eleven  failors, 
who  were  taken  up  alive  by  a  privateer  that  hap- 
pened  to  be  in  fight.     Favourabfe  as  this  accident 
may  fcem  to  the  Gloriofo,   (he  did  not  efcape.     An 
EngUfh  (hip  of  eighty  guns,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Buckle,   came  up,   and  obliged  the  Spani- 
ards to  furrender,   after  a  (hort,   but  vigorous  en- 
gagement.     Commodore   Griffin   had    been    fent, 
with  a  reinforcement  of  (hips,    to  afTume  the  com- 
mand of  the  fquadron  in  the  Eaft-Indies ;   and  al- 
though his  arrival  fecured  Fort  St.  David's,   and  the 
other  Briti(h  fettlements  in  that  country,    from  the 
infults  of  Mon(ieur  de  la  Bourdonnais,   his  ftrength 
was  not  fufficient  to  enable  him  to  undertake  any 
cnterprize  of   importance  againft  the  enemy:   the 
miniftry  of  England,  therefore,   refolved  to  equip  a 
frefh  armament,   that,   when  joined  by  the  fhips  in 
India,    ihould  be  in  a  condition  to  befiege  Pondi- 
cherry,    the   principal  fettlement  belonging  to  the 
French  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel.     For  this  fer- 
vice,   a  good  number  of  independent  companies  was 
raifed,  and  fet  fiul,  in  the  fequel,  with  a  (^rong  fqua- 
dron under  the  condudt  of  Rear-Admiral  Bolcawen, 
an  officer  of  unqueftioned  valour  and  capacity.     In 
the  courfe  of  this  year,  the  Briri(h  cruizers  were  fo 
alert  and  fuccefsful,  that  they  took  (ix  hundred  and 
forty-four  prizes  from  the  French  and  Spaniards ; 
whereas  the  lofs  of  Great-Britain  in  the  fame  time, 
did  not  exceed  five  hundred  and  fifty. 
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BOOK     /^  XXVIII.  All  the  belligerent  powers  were  by 
s^h^  this  time  heartily  tired  of  a  war  which  had  confumed 
174^  an  imraenfity  of  trealure,  had  been  producSlive  of  fo 
much  mifchief,  and  in  the  events  of  which,   all,  ia 
their  turns,  had  found  thcmfelves  difappointed.   Im^ 
mediately  after  the  battle,    of  LafFeldt,   the  King 
of  France  had,   in  a  pcrfonal  converfation  with  Sir 
John  Ligonier,  exprefled  his  defire  of  a  pacification ; 
and  afterwards  his  minifter  at  the  Hague  prefented  a 
declaration  on  the  fame  fubjc<5l  to  the  deputies  of 
the  States-General.    The  fignal  fuccefs  of  the  Bri- 
ti(h  arms  at  fea  confirmed  him  in  thefe  fentiments, 
which  were  likewife  reinforced  by  a  variety  of  other 
confiderations.     His  finances  were  almofl  exhaufted, 
and  his  fupplies  from  the  Spanifh  Well-Indies,   ren- 
dered fo   precarious  by  the  ^ngilance  of  the  Britifh 
cruize rs,   tjkat  he  could  uo  longer  depend  upon  their 
arrival.    /The  trading  part  of  his  lubjedls  had  fuf- 
tained  fuch  lofles,    that  his  kingdom  was  filled  with 
bankruptcies ;    and  the  beft  part  of  the  navy  now 
contributed  to  firengthen  the  fleets  of    his  enemies. 
The  ele<Stion  of  a  Stadiholder  had  united  the  whole 
power  of  the  States-General  againft  iiim,    in  taking 
the  molt  refolute  meafurcs  for  their  own  fafety :    his 
views  in  Germany  were   intirely   fruftrated  by  the 
elevation  of  the  Grand  Duke  to  the  Imperial  throne, 
and  the  re-eftabli(hment  of  peace  between  the  houles 
of  Aufiria  and  Brandenburgh  :  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms 
in  Italy  liad  not  at  all  anfwered  his  expe6tation  ;    and 
Genoa  was  become  an  expcnfive  ally.     He  had  the 
morti6cation  to  fee  the  commerce  of  Britain  ilourilh 
in  the  midft  of  war,    while  his  own  people  were  ut- 
terly  impoverillied.     The  parliament  of   England 
granted,  and  the  nation  paid  fuch  incredible  fums  as 
enabled  their  Sovereign  not  only  to  maintain  invin- 
cible navies  and  formidable  armies,    but  likewife  to 
give   fubiidies  to  all  the  powers  of    Europe.     He 
knew  that  a  treaty  of  this  kind  was  a<Slually  upon 
the  anvil  between  his  Britannick  Majefty  and  the 
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Czarina,  and  he  began  to  be  apprehenfivc  of  feeing  chap. 
an  army  of  Ruffians  in  the  Netherlands.  His  fears  ^X. 
from  this  quarter  were  not  without  foundation.  In  it^TT^ 
the  month  of  November,  the  Earl  of  Hyndford, 
Ambaflador  from  the  King  of  Great-Britain  at  the 
Court  of  Ruffia,  concluded  a  treaty  of  fubfidy,  by 
which  the  Czarina  engaged  to  hold  in  readinefs 
th'uty  thoufand  men,  and  forty  gallies,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  fervice  of  the  Confederates,  on  the  firft 
requiiition.  The  States- General  accgded  to  this 
agreement,  and  even  confented  to  pay  one-fourth  of 
the  fubfidy.  His  moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  moved 
by  thefe  confiderations,  made  further  advances  to- 
wards an  accommodarion  both  at  the  Hague  and  in 
London ;  and  the  contending  powers  agreed  to 
another  congrefs,  which  was  actually  opened  in 
March  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  where  the  Earl  of  Sand- 
wich and  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  affifled  as  plenipo- 
tentiaries from  the  King  of  Great-Britain. 

§  XXIX.  The  elcdions  for  the  new  Parliament 
in  England  had  been  conducted  fo  as  fully  to  anfwer 
the  purpofes  of  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  and  his  bro- 
ther Mr.  Pelham,  who  had  for  fome  time  wholly 
cngrofled  the  adminiftration.  Both  houfes  were 
aflembled  on  the  tenth  day  of  November,  when  Mr. 
Onflow  was  unanimoufly  re-ele6led  Speaker  of  the 
Commons.  The  feflion  was  opened  as  ufual,  by  a 
fpccch  from  the  throne,  congratularing  thetp  on 
the  fignal  fuccefles  of  the  Britifh  navy,  and  the 
happy  alteration  in  the  government  of  the  United 
Provinces.  His  Majefty  gave  them  to  underftand, 
that  a  congrefs  would  fpeedily  be  opened  at  Aix-  la- 
Chapelle,  to  concert  the  means  for  effecting  a  ge- 
neral pacification  ;  and  reminded  them  that  nothing 
would  more  conduce  to  the  fuccefs  of  this  negocia- 
tion  than  the  vigour  and  unanimity  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. He  received  fuch  addrefles  as  the  mi- 
Biilers  were  pleafed  to  didiate.  Oppofition  now  lan- 
guiihed  at  their  feet.    The  Duke  of  Bedford  was 
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BOOK  become  a  courtier,  and  in  a  little  time  appointed 
I'-      Secretary  of  State,  in  the  room  of  the  Earl  ot  Chef- 

^^^^  terfield,  who  had  lately  executed  that  office,  which 
he  now  refigned ;  and  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  no- 
longer  harangued  againft  the  adminifiration.  TWs 
new  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  imitation  of  the  libe- 
rality of  their  predeceflbrs,  readily  gratified  all  the 
requefts  of  the  government.  They  voted  forty 
thoufand  feamen,  forty-nine  thoufand  land-forces, 
befides  eleven  thoufand  five  hundred  marines  ;  the 
fubfidies  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  the  Czarina, 
the  King  of  Sardinia,  the  EIe6lors  of  Mentz  and 
Bavaria,  the  Heflians,  and  the  Duke  of  Wolfen- 
buttle  !  the  fum  of  two  hundred  thirty-five  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  forty-nine  pounds  was  granted 
to  the  provinces  of  New  England,  to  re  imburfc 
them  for  the  expence  of  reducing  Cape-Breton: 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  were  given  to  his 
Majefiy  for  the  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war; 
and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  thoufand 
pounds  to  the  Scottifh  claimants  in  lieu  of  their 
jurifdi6lion.  The  fupplies  for  the  enfuing  year  fell 
very  little  fhort  of  nine  millions,  of  which  the 
greater  part  was  raifed  on  a  loan  by  fubfcription, 
chargeable  on  a  new  fubfidy  of  poundage  exa6ted 
from  all  merchandize  imported  into  Great- Britain* 
Immediately  after  the  rebellion  was  fupprcflcd  the 
legiflature  had  eftablifhed  fome  regulations  in  Scot- 
land, which  were  thought  neceflary  to  prevent  fuch 
commotions  for  the  future.  The  Highlanders  were 
difarmed,  and  an  a6l  pafled,  for  abolifhing  their 
peculiarity  of  garb,  which  was  fuppofed  to  keep  up 
party  difiin61ions,  to  encourage  their  martial  dif- 
pofition,  and  preferve  the  memory  of  the  exploits 
achieved  by  their  anceftors.  In  this  feffion  a  bill 
was  brought  in  to  inforce  the  execution  of  that  law, 
and  pafTed  with  another  adl  for  the  more  effedtual 
punifhment'of  high-treafon  in  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland.     The  practice  of   infuring   French  and 
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Spanifh  fhips  at  London  being  deemed  the  folc  CHAP, 
circumftance  that  prevented  a  total  ftagnation  of  ^^^^'  ^ 
commerce  in  thofe  countries,  it  was  prohibited  by  1747. 
kw  under  fevere  penalties ;  and  this  ftep  of  the 
Britilh  Parlian^ent  accelerated  the  conclufion  of  the 
treaty.  Several  other  prudent  meafures  were  taken 
in  the  courfe  of  this  feffion,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
publick ;  and  among  thefc  we  may  reckon  an  a6t 
for  encouraging  the  manufacture  of  indigo  in  the 
Britifh  plantations  of  North- America ;  •  an  article 
for  which  Great-Britain  ufed  to  pay  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  yearly  to  the  fubjcdls  of  France. 
The  fcffion  was  clofcd  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  May,  An.  i74i. 
when  the  King  declared  to  both  Houfes,  that  the 
preliminaries  of  a  general  peace  were  a6lually  figned 
at  Aix-la-Chapelle  by  the  minifters  of  Great-Britain, 
France,  and  the  United  Provinces ;  and  that  the 
bafis  of  this  accommodation  was  a  general  reftitution 
of  the  conquefts  which  had  been  made  during  the 
war.  Immediately  after  the  prorogation  of  Parlia- 
ment his  Majefty  fet  out  for  his  German  dominions, 
after  having  appointed  a  Regency  to  rule  the  realm 
in  his  abfence. 

^  XXX.  The  articles  might  have  been  made 
much  lefs  unfavourable  to  Great-Britain  and  her 
allies,  had  the  miniftry  made  a  proper  ufe  of  the 
treaty  with  the  Gzarina ;  and  if  the  Confederates  had 
a6ted  with  more  vigour  and  expedition  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  campaign.  The  RufBan  auxiliaries 
might  have  been  tranfported  by  fea  to  Lubeck 
before  the  end  of  the  preceding  fummer,  in  their 
own  gallies  which  had  been  laying  ready  for  ufe 
fince  the  month  of  July.  Had  this  expedient  been 
ufcd,  the  Ruffian  troops  would  have  joined  the  Con- 
federate army  before  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  cam- 
paign. But  this  eafy  and  expedirious  method  of 
conveyance  was  rejeftcd  for  a  march  by  land,  of 
incredible  length  and  difficulty,  which  could  not 
be  begun  before  the  month  of  January,  nor  accom- 
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BOOK  plifhed  till  Midfummer.  The  operations  of  tte 
^^'     campaign  had  been  concerted    at  the  Hague  in 

^^^74^  January,  by  the  refpedlivc  minifters  of  the  Allies, 
who  refolved  to  bring  an  army  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety  thoufand  men  into  the  Netherlands,  in  order 
to  compel  the  French  to  abandon  the  barrier  which 
they  had  conquered.  The  towns  of  Holland  be- 
came the  fcenes  of  tumult  and  infurroftion.  The 
populace  plundered  the  farmers  of  the  revenae, 
abolifhed  the  taxes,  and  infulted  the  magiftraies; 
fo  that  the  States-General,  feeing  their  country  on 
the  brink  of  anarchy  and  confufion,  anthorifed  the 
Prince  of  Orange  to  make  fuch  alterations  as  he 
fhould  fee  convenient.  They  prefented  him  with 
a  diploma,  by  which  he  was  conftituted  hereditary 
Scadtholder  and  Captain- General  of  Dutch  Brabantt 
Flanders,  and  the  Upper  quarter  of  Guelderland; 
and  the  Eaft- India  company  appointed  him  dircSor 
and  Governor-General  of  their  commerce  and  fettle- 
ments  in  the  Indies.  Thus  invefted  with  authority 
unknown  to  his  anceftors,  he  exerted  himfelf  with 
equal  induftty  aad  difcretion  in  new  modelling, 
augmenting  and  aflemWing  the  troops  of  the  Rc^ 
publick.  The  Confederates  knew  that  the  Cotmt 
de  Saxe  had  a  deiign  upon  Maeftricht :  the  Auftrian 
General  Bathiani  made  repeated  remonilrances  to 
the  Britifh  miniftry,  entreating  them  to  take  fpeedy 
meafures  for  the  prefervation  of  that  fortrcls.  He 
in  the  month  <rf  January  propofed  that  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland  (hould  crofs  the  fea,  and  confer  wiA 
the  Prince  of  Orange  on  this  fubjedl :  he  undertook, 
at  the  peril  of  his  head,  to  cover  Maeftricht  with 
feventy  thoufand  men,  from  all  attacks  of  the 
enemy :  but  his  reprefentations  feemed  to  hare 
made  very  little  impreffion  on  thofe  to  whom  they 
were  addrefled.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland  did  not 
depart  from  England  till  towards  the  latter  end  of 
February  :  part  of  March  was  elapfed,  before  the 
tranfports  failed  from  the  Norc  with  the  additional 
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Hoops  and  artillery;  and  the  lad  drafts  from  the  c  H  A  P. 
foot  guards   were  not  embarked  till  the  middle  of  ^   ^X.  ^ 

Auguft.  1748?"^ 

§  XXXI.  The  different  bodies  of  the  confederate 
forces  joined  each  other,  and  encamped  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Rurcmond,  to  the  number  of 
one  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  men ;  and  the  French 
army  invefted  Maeftricht,  without  oppofition  oft 
the  third  day  of  April.  The  garrifon  confided  of 
Imperial  and  Dutch  troops,  under  the  condud  of 
the  govcrdour,  Baron  d'Aylva,  who  defended  the 
place  with  extraordinary  fkill  and  refolution.  He 
annoyed  the  befiegers  in  repeated  failles  :  but  they 
were  determined  to  furmount  all  oppofition,  and 
profecuted  their  approaches  with  incredible  ardour. 
They  aflaulted  the  covered  way,  and  there  efFe6led 
a  lodgement,  after  an  obftinate  difpute,  in  which 
they  loft  two  thoufand  of  their  beft  troops :  but, 
next  day  they  were  entirely  diflodged  by  the  gal- 
lantry of  the  garrifon.  Thefe  hoftilties  were  fud- 
denly  fufpended,  in  confequence  of  the  preliminaries 
figned  at  Aix-la-Chapelle.  The  plenipotentiaries 
agreed,  that,  for  the  glory  of  his  Chriftian  Majefty's 
arms,  the  town  of  Maeftricht  (hould  be  furrendered 
to  his  General,  on  condition  that  it  fhould  be  re- 
ftored  with  all  the  magazines  and  artillery.  He 
accordingly  took  pofleflion  of  it  on  the  third  day  of 
May,  when  the  garrifon  marched  out  with  aH  the 
honours  of  war  t  and  a  ceflarion  of  arms  immediately 
eirfued.  By  this  time  the  Ruffian  auxiUaries,  to 
the  number  of  thirty-feven  thoufand,  commanded 
by  Prince  Repnin,  bad  arrived  in  Moravia,  where 
t^y  were  reviewed  by  their  Imperial  Majefties  ;  then 
they  proceeded  to  the  confines  of  Franconia,  where 
they  were  ordered  to  halt,  after  they  had  marched 
feven  hundred  miles  fince  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
The  French  King  declared,  that  ftould  they  advance 
hither,  he  would  demolifh  the  forrifications  of 
Maeftricht  and  Bergen-op-Zoom.    This  difpute  was 
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BOOK  referred  to  the  plenipotentiaries,  who,  in  the  be- 
^^-      ginning   of  Auguft,    concluded  a  convention,   im- 

^^"^4^  porting,  that  the  Ruffian  troops  (hould  return  to 
their  own  country  ;  and  that  the  French  King  fhould 
difloand  an  equal  number  of  his  forces.  The  feafon 
being  far  advanced,  the  Ruffians  were  provided 
with  winter-quarters  in  Bohemia  and  Moravia, 
where  they  continued  till  the  fpring,  when  they 
marched  back  to  Livonia.  In  the  mean  time  feven- 
and-thirty  thoufand  French  troops  were  withdrawn 
from  Flanders  into  Picardy,  and  the  two  armies 
remained  quiet  till  the  conclufion  of  the  definitive 
treaty.  The  fufpenfion  of  arms  was  proclaimed  at 
London,  and  in  all  the  capitals  of  the  contracting 
powers  :  orders  were  fent  to  the  refpedlive  Admirals 
m  different  parts  of  the  world,  to  refrain  from  bofti- 
lities  ;  and  a  communication  of  trade  and  intelligence 
was  again  opened  between  the  nations  which  had 
been  at  variance.  No  material  tranfadion  diftin- 
guifhed  the  campaign  in  Italy.  The  French  and 
Spanifti  troops  who  had  joined  the  Genoefe  in  the 
territories  of  the  republick,  amounted  to  thirty 
thoufand  men,  under  the  diredion  of  the  Duke  dc 
Richelieu,  who  was  fent  from  France  to  aflbme  that 
command,  on  the  death  of  the  Duke  de  Boufiler»; 
while  Marefchal  de  Belleifle,  at  the  head  of  fifty 
thoufand  men,  covered  the  weftern  Riviera,  which 
was  threatened  with  an  invafion  by  forty  thoufand 
Auftrians  and  Piedmontefe,  under  General  Leutrum. 
At  the  fame  time  General  Brown,  with  a  more  nu- 
merous army,  prepared  to  re-enter  the  eafiern  Ri- 
viera, and  re- commence  the  fiege  of  Genoa,  But 
thcfe  intended  operations  were  prevented  by  an  ar- 
miftice,  which  took  place  as  foon  as  the  belligerent 
powers  had  acceded  to  the  preliminaries. 

§  XXXII.  In  the  Ealt-Indies,  Rear-Admiral 
Bofcawen  undertook  the  fiege  of  Pondicherry,  which, 
in  the  month  of  Auguft,  he  blocked  up  by  fea  with 
bis  fquadron^    and   invefted   by  land  with  a  fmall 
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army  of  four  thoufand  Europeans,  and  about  two  CHAP, 
thoufand   natives  of  that  country.      He   profecuted  ^  ^^-  ^ 
the  entcrprife  with  great  fpirit,  and  took  the  fort  of     y^^H^ 
Area  Coupan,  at  the  dillance  of  three  miles  from 
the  towA  :  then  he  made  his  approaches  to  the  place, 
againft  which  he  opened  batteries,  while  it  was  bom- 
barded and  cannonaded  by  the  fhipping.  But  the  for- 
tifications were  fo  ftrong,  the  garriibn  fo  numerous, 
and  the  engineers  of  the  enemy  fo  expert  in  their 
profcflion,  that   he   made  very  little   progrefs,  and 
fuftained     confiderable     damage.      At  length,    his 
army   being  diminifhed  by  (icknefs,  and  the  rainy 
feafon   approaching,  he    ordered   the   artillery  and 
(iores  to  be  re-embarked  ;  and  railing  the  fiege  on 
the  (ixth  day  of  Oftober,  returned  to  Fort  St.  David, 
after  having  loft  about  a  thoufand  men  in  this  ex- 
pedition.    In  the  fequel,  feveral  fhips  of  his  fqua- 
dron,  and  above   twelve  hundred  failors,    perilhed 
in  a  hurricane.     The   naval   force   of  Great-Britain 
was  more  fuccefsful   in    the  Weft-Indies.      Rear- 
Admiral  Knowles,  with  a   fquadron   of  eight  fhips, 
attacked  Fort  Louis,  on  thefouth  fide  of  Hifpaniola, 
which  after  a   warm  a6lion  of  three  hours  was  fur- 
rendered   on   capitulation,    and   difmantlcd.     Then 
he   made  an   abortive  attempt   upon   St.  Jago  de 
Cuba,  and  returned  to  Jamaica,  extremely  chagrined 
at  his  difappointment,    which   he  imputed   to   the 
mifcondudt  of    Captain   Dent,    who   was    tried   in 
England  by  a  Court-Martial,  and   honourably  ac- 
quitted.     On  the  firft  day  of  Odober,    the  fame 
Admiral     cruifing    in     the    neighbourhood  of  the 
Havannali,  with  eight  (hips  of  the  line,  encountered 
a    Spanifh  fquadron  of  nearly  the   fame  flrength, 
under   the  command  of  the  Admirals  Reggio  and 
Spinola.     The  engagement  began  between  two  and 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  continued  with 
intervals  till  eight  in  the  evening,  when  the  enemy 
retired  to  the  Havannah,  with  the  lofs  of  two  (hips; 
one  of  which  ftruck  to  the  Britilh  Admiral,  and  the 
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BOOK  other  was,  two  day's  after,  fet  on  fire  by  her  own 
^^^'f  commander,  that  (he  might  not  fall  into  the  hands 
17^  of  the  Englifli.  Mr.  Knowles  taxed  fome  of  his 
captains  with  mifbehaviour,  and  they  recriminated 
on  his  condud.  On  their  return  to  England,  a 
Court-Martial  was  the  confequence  of  the  mutual 
accufations.  Thole  who  adhered  to  the  Commander, 
and  the  others  whom  he  impeached,  were  inflamed 
againft  each  other  with  the  mod  rancorous  rcfent- 
ment.  The  Admiral  himfelf  did  not  efcape  unccn- 
fured :  two  of  his  captains  were  reprimanded  :  but 
Captain  Hdmes,  who  had  difplaycd  uncommon 
courage,  was  honourably  acquitted.  Their  animo- 
f5ries  did  not  end  with  the  Court-Martial.  A  blood- 
lefs  encounter  happened  between  the  Admiral  and 
Captain  Powlett  :  but  Captain  Innes  and  Captain 
Clarke,  meeting  by  appointment  in  Hyde-Park 
with  piftols,  the  former  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
died  next  morning ;  the  latter  was  tried,  and  con- 
demned for  murder,  but  indulged  with  his  Majcftey's 
pardon.  No  naval  tranI'a6iion  of  any  confequence 
happened  in  the  European  feas,  during  the  courfe 
of  this  fummer.  In  January,  indeed,  the  Mag- 
nanime,  a  French  (hip  of  the  line,  was  taken  in  the 
channel  by  two  Englifh  cruifers,  after  an  obftinate 
engagement :  and  the  privateers  took  a  coniiderable 
number  of  mercha  it  (hips  from  the  enemy. 

§  XXXIII.  The  Plenipotentiaries  ftill  continued 
at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  difcufling  all  the  articles  of  the 
definirive  treaty,  which  was  at  length  concluded  and 
figned  on  the  feventh  day  of  Odlober.  It  was 
founded  on  former  treaties,  which  were  now  ex- 
prcfsly  confirmed,  from  that  of  Weftphalia  to  the 
lad  concluded  at  London  and  Vienna.  The  con- 
trailing  parties  agreed,  I'hat  all  prifoners  on  each 
fide  (houid  be  mutually  relealed,  without  ranfom 
and  all  conquefts  reftored  :  That  the  duchies  of 
Parma,  Placentia  nd  Guaftalla,  fhould  be  ceded 
as  a  fettlement  to  the  Infant  Don  Philip,  and  the 
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heirs  male  of  his  body  ;  but  in  cafe  of  his  afccnding  CHAP, 
the  throne  of  Spain^  or  of  the  Two  Sicilies,    or  his  ^  J^\  j 
dying  without  male-iilue^  that  they  fhould  revert  to     17487^ 
the   Houfe  of  Auftria :  That  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain  fhould,  immediately  after  the  ratification  of 
this  treaty,  fend  two  perfons  of  rank  and  diftindlion, 
to  reiide  in  France,   as   hoftages,    until  reftitution, 
fhould  be  made  of  Cape-Breton,   and  all  the  other 
concjuefts  which  his  Britannick  Majefty  Ihould  have 
atchieved  in  the  Eaft  or  Weft-Indies,    before  or 
after  the  preliminaries  were  figned  :  That  the  affiento 
contrail,  with  the  article  of  the  annual  (hip,  (hould 
be  confirmed  for  four  years,    during  whicn  the  en- 
joyment of  that  privilege  was  fufpended  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  war ;    that  Dunkirk 
fhould  remain  fortified  on  the  land  fide,  and  towards 
the  fea  continuing  on  the  footing  of  former  treaties. 
All  the  contracting  powers  became  guarantees  to 
the  King  of  Pruffia  for  the  duchy  of  Silefia  and 
the  county  of  Glatz,  as  he  at  prefent  poflefled  them ; 
ind  they  likewife  engaged  to  fecure  the  Emprefs- 
Quecn  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia  in  pofftffion  of  her 
hereditary  dominions,   according  to  the  pragmatick 
fandion.     The  other  articles   regulated  the  forms 
and  times  fixed  for  his  mutual  reftitution,  as  well  as 
for  the  termination  of   hoftilities  in   different  parts 
of  the  worid.     But  the  right  of  Englifh  fubjeds  to 
navigate  in  the  American  feas,  without  being  fubjedl ; 
to  fearcli,    was  not  once  mentioned,    though  this! 
claim  was  the   original  fource  of    the   differences  • 
between    Great-Britain    and  Spain :    nor  were  the 
limits  of    Acadia  afcertained.     This  and  all   other 
difputes  were  left  to  the  difcufJion  of  commiflaries. 
We  have  already  obferved,  that  after  the  troubles  of 
the  empire  began,  the  war  was  no  longer  maintained 
on    Britifh    principles.      It   became    a   continental 
contcfl,    and  was  profecuted  on  the  fide    of   the 
Allies  without  condudl,  fpirit,    or  unanimity.     In 
the  Netherlands  they  were  putnumbered  and  out- 
witted 
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BOOK  wittcd  by  the  enemy.  They  never  hazarded  a  battle 
4^  ^^'  ,  without  fuftaining  a  defeat.  Their  vaft  armies,  paid 
1748.  by  Great- Britain,  lay  inadive,  and  beheld  one  fbrt- 
trefs  reduced  after  another,  until  the  whole  country 
was  fubdued  ;  and  as  their  Generals  fought,  their 
Plenipotentiaries  negociated.  At  a  time  when  their 
affairs  began  to  wear  the  moil  promifing  afpcdl, 
when  the  arrival  of  the  Ruffian  auxiliaries  would  have 
f<"cured  an  undoubted  fuperiority  in  the  field  ;  when 
the  Britifli  fleets  had  trampled  on  the  naval  power  of 
France  and  Spain,  intercepted  their  fupplies  of  trea- 
Aire  and  cut  off  all  their  refources  of  commerce ; 
the  Britifli  minifters  feemed  to  treat,  without  the 
leafl:  regard  to  the  honour  and  advantage  of  their 
country.  They  left  her  moft  vahiable  and  neceflary 
rights  of  trade  unowned  and  undecided  :  they  fub^ 
fcribed  to  the  infolent  demand  of  fending  the  nobles 
of  the  realm  to  grace  the  court,  and  adorn  the 
triumphs  of  her  enemy  :  and  they  tamely  gave  up 
her  conquefiis  in  North-America,  of  more  confe- 
quence  to  her  traflSick  than  all  the  other  dominions 
for  which  the  powers  at  war  contended  :  they  gave 
up  the  important  ifle  of  Cape-Breton,  in  exchange 
for  a  petty  fadlory  in  the  Eafl:- Indies,  belonging  to 
a  private  company,  whofe  exiflence  had  been 
deemed  prejudicial  to  the  commonwealth.  What 
then  were  the  fruits  which  Britain  reaped  from  this 
long  and  defperate  war  ?  A  dreadful  expence  of 
blood  and  treafure*,    difgrace  upon  difgrace,    an 

additional 


•  Such  an  expensive  war  could  not  be  maintained  without  a  tery 
extraordinary  exertion  of  a  commercial  spirit:  accordingly  w«  find 
that  Great-Britain,  since  the  death  of  Kmg  William,  has  risen  un- 
der her  pressures  with  ^increased  vigour  and  perseverance.  Whether 
it  be  owmg  to  the  natural  progression  of  trade  extending  itself  from 
its  origin  to  iis  acme  or  ne  plus  ultra,  or  to  the  encouragement  given 
by  the  administration  to  monied  men  of  all  denominations ;  or  to 
necessity,  impelling  those  who  can  no  longer  live  on  small  incomes  to 
risque  their  capitals  in  traffick,  that  they  may  have  a  chance  far 
bettering  their  Tortuncs  ;  or,  lastly,  to  a  concurrence  of  all  these 
causes  \  certain  it  is,  the  national  exports  and  imports  have  been  sen- 
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additional  load  of  grievous  impofirions,  and  the  c  H  A  P. 
national  debt  accumulated  to  the  enormous  fum  of  ^  ^^'  ^ 
eighty  millions  fterling  itST 

tibly  increasing  for  these  forty  years :  the  yearly  medium  of  woollen 
exports,  from  the  year  1738  to  1743  inclusive,  amounted  to  about 
three  millions  and  a  half,  which  was  a  yearly  *  increase  on  the  me- 
dium, of  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  aliove  the  medium  from  1718 
to  1724.  From  thb  article,  the  reader  will  conceive  the  prodigious 
extent  and  importance  of  ttie  British  commerce. 
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Town  of  Ha  llif ax  founded.  §  XXI.  French  attempt 
to  fettle  the  ifland  of  Tobago.  §  XXII.  Rejoichigs 
for  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle.     §  XXIII.   Pre- 
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fenders  eldeftjon  arrejled  at  Paris.  §  XXIV.  Ap^ 
pearance  of  a  rupture  between  Riiffia  and  Sweden. 
^  XXV.  Inierpofition  of  the  King  of  Pruffia. 
§  XXVI.  Meafures  taken  by  the  French  minijlry. 
\  XXVII.  ConduR  of  different  European  powers. 
^  XXVIII.  Infolence  of  the  Barbary  Cor/airs. 
^  XXIX.  Dijlurbances  in  England.  ^  XXX. 
Sefitm  opened.  §  XXXI.  Suhjeds  of  debate. 
^  XXXIi.  Schejue  for  reducing  the  interejt  of  the 
national  debt.  §  XXXIII.  Aa  faffed  for  that 
furtofe.  f^XXXlV.  New  mutiny  bill.  &  XXXV. 
Biu  for  encouraging  the  importation  of  iron  from 
Atnerica.  ^  XXXVI.  EreSion  of  the  Britijh  her- 
ring fifhery.  ^  XXXVII.  New  African  Company. 
^  XXXVIII.  JVefiminJier  eUaion.  §  XXXIX. 
Earthquakes  in  London.  ^  XL.  Penitential  fever 
at  thefejfion  in  the  Old-Bailey.  §  XLI.  Difputes 
between  Ruffta  arid  Sweden.  ^  XLII.  Plan  for  eleS- 
ing  the  Arch-duke  Jofeph  King  of  the  Romans. 
^  XLI  1 1.  Oppoftion  of  the  King  of  Pruffta. 
kj  yUAV. Dilutes  with  the  French  about  the  limits 
of  Nor^a  Scotia.  ^  XLV.  Treaty  with  Spain. 
(  XLVI.  Sejfion  opened.  ^  XLVII.  Debate  on  the 
addrefs.  §  XLVIII.  Supplies  granted.  §  XLXIX. 
Death  and  CharaBer  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  ^  L. 
Settlement  of  a  Regency^  in  cafe  of  a  minor  Sovereign. 
%  LI.  General  naturalization  bill.  ^  LI  I.  Cenfure 
paffed  upon  a  paper  intitled  Conffttutional  Queries. 
^  LI  II.  Proceedings  of  the  Commons  on  the  Weft^ 
minfter  eleff'wn.  §  LIV.  Mr.  Murray  fent  prifoner 
to  Newgate.     §  LV.  Seffion  clofed.     Stile  altered. 

^  I.  T^  H  E  peace   of  Aix-la-Chapclle,    howeverc  h  A  P 

unliable  or  inglorious  it  might  appear  to       I. 
thofe  few  who  underftood  the  interefts,  and  felt  for  ^^""J^C^ 
the  honour  of  their   country,  was  nevcrthelefs  not 
unwelcome  to  the  nation  in   general.     The  Britifh 
miniftry  will  always  find  it  more  difficult  to  fatisfy 
the  people  at  the  end  of  a  fuccefsful  campaign,  than 

at 


Digitized 


by  Google 


43(5  HKSTORY    OF   ENGLAND. 

B  o  o  K  at  the  conclufion  of  an  unfortunate  war.  "  The  Eng- 
^  ^^y  J  liift  are  impatient  of  mifcarriage  and  difappointment, 
1748.  ^nd  too  apt  to  be  intoxicated  with  vidory.  At  this 
period  they  were  tired  of  the  burthens,  and  fick  of 
the  difgraces,  to  which  they  had  been  expofed  in  the 
courfe  of  feven  tedious  campaigns.  They  had  fuf- 
fered  confiderable  lofles  and  interuption  in  the  ar- 
ticle of  comfmercc,  which  was  the  fource  of  their 
national  opulence  and  power :  they  knew  it  would 
neceflarily  be  clogged  with  additional  duties,  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  continental  war,  and  the  fupport 
of  foreign  fubfidiaries  ;  and  they  drew  very  faint 
pi  efages  of  future  fuccefs  either  from  the  condu6l  of 
their  allies,  or  the  capacity  of  their  commanders. 
To  a  people  influenced  by  thefe  conliderations,  the 
reftoration  of  a  free  trade,  the  refpite  from  that 
anxiety  and  fufpenfe  which  the  profecution  of  a  war 
never  fails  to  engender,  and  the  profpedl  of  a  fpcedy 
deliverance  from  difcouraging  reftraint  and  opprcf- 
live  impofitions,  were  advantages  that  fweetened 
the  bitter  draft  of  a  difhonourable  treaty,  and  in- 
duced the  majority  of  the  nation  to  aquiefce  in  the 
peace,  not  barely  without  murmuring,  but  even 
with  fome  degree  of  fatisfa6lion  and  applaufe. 

§  11.  Immediately  after  the  exchange  of  ratifica- 
tions at  Aix-la-Chapelle  the  armies  were  broken  up  ; 
the  Allies  in  the  Netherlands  withdrew  their  feveral 
proportions  of  troops ;  the  French  began  to  eva- 
cuate Flanders :  and  the  Englifli  forces  were  re- 
embarked  for  their  own  country.  His  Britannick 
Majefty  returned  from  his  German  dominions  in 
November,,  having  landed  near  Margate,  in  Kent, 
after  a  dangerous  pafllage  ;  and  on  the  twenty-ninth 
of  the  fame  month  he  opened  the  felfion  of  Parlia- 
ment, By  this  time  the  mifunderftanding  between 
the  firft  two  perfonages  of  the  Royal  Family  had 
been  incjeafed  by  a  frcfh  fucceflion  of  matter.  The 
Prince  of  Wales  had  held  a  court  of  Stannary,  in 
quahty  of  Duke  of  Cornwall;    and  revived  fome 
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daims   attached  to  that  dignity,   which,  had  thcycH 
been  admitted,   would  have  greatly  augmented  his 
influence  among   the    Cornifh    boroughs.      Tliefc  '"Tt*^ 
efforts   roufed  the  jealoufy  of  the  Adminiftracion, 
which    had  always  confidered   them  as  an   intereft 
wholly  dependent  on  the  Crown  ;  and,  therefore,  the 
pretenfions  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  were  oppofed  by 
the  whole  weight  of  the  Miniftry.     His  adherents, 
refeming  thefe  hoftilities  as  an  injury  to  their  Royal 
Matter,  immediately  joined  the  remnant  of  the  for- 
mer oppofition  in  Parliament,  and  refolved  to  coun- 
teract all  the  minifterial  meafures  that  fliould  fall 
under  their  cognizance ;  at  leaft,  they  determined  to 
feize  every  opportunity  of  thwarting  the  fervants  of 
the  Crown,  in  every  fcheme  or  propofal  that  had  not 
an  evident  tendency  to  the  advantage  of  the  nation. 
This  band  of  auxiliaries  was  headed  by  the  Earl  of 
E— t.  Dr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  N— t.     The  firft  pofleHed 
a  fpecies  of  eloquence  rather  plaufible  than  power- 
ful :    he  fpoke  with  fluency  and  fire  :    his  fpirit  was 
bold   and  enterprifing,    his  apprehenfion  quick,   and 
his  repartee  fevere.     Dr.  Lee  was  a  man  of  extenfive  ' 
erudition    and    irreproachable    morals,    particularly 
verfed  in  the   civil  law,    which  he  profefled,    and 
perfedlly  well  acquainted  with  the  conftitution  of  his 
country.     Mr.  N — t  was  an  orator  of  middling  abi- 
lities,  who  harangued  upon  all   fubjedls  indifcrimi- 
nately,  and  fupplied  with  confidence  what  he  wanted 
in  capacity  :  he  had  been  at  fome  pains  to  fl:udy  the 
bufinefs  of  the   Houfe,    as  well  as  to  underftand  the 
machine  of    government ;    and  was  tolerably    well 
heard,   as  he  generally  fpoke  with  an  appearance  of 
good  humour,  and  hazarded  every  whimfical  idea, 
as   it   rofe   in   his   imagination.     But   lord    Boling- 
broke  is  faid  to  have  been  the  chief  fpring  which,  in 
fecret,   a6tuated   the   deliberations   of    the  Prince's 
court.     That  nobleman,  fecmingly  fequeftered  from 
the  tumults  of  a  publick  life,   refuted  at  Batterfea, 
where  he  was  vifited  like  a  fainted  (hrine  by -all  the 
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BOOK  diftioguiihed  votaries  of  wit,  eloqnence,  and  pc^ki* 
^in.  Q^\  ambition.  There  he  was  cultivated  and  admired 
J748.  for  the  elegance  of  his  manners,  and  the  charms  of 
his  converfation.  The  Prince's  curiofity  was  firft 
captivated  by  his  charader,  and  his  efteem  was  af-« 
terwards  fecured  by  the  irreliftible  addrefs  of  that 
extraordinary  perfonage,  who  continued  in  a  regular 
progreffion  to  infinuate  himfelf  ilill  farther  and  far- 
ther into  the  good  graces  of  his  Royal  Patron. 
How  far  the  conduct  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  was  in- 
fluenced  by  the  private  advice  of  this  nobleman  wc 
(hall  not  pretend  to  determine :  but,  certain  it  is, 
the  friends  of  the  miniftry  propagated  a  report,  that 
he  was  the  dictator  of  thofe  meafures  which  the 
Prince  adopted ;  and  that,  under  the  fpecious  pre- 
text of  attachment  to  the  Heir  Apparent  of  the 
Crown,  he  concealed  his  real  aim,  which  was  to 
perpetuate  the  breach  in  the  Royal  family.  What- 
ever his  fentiments  and  motives  might  have  been, 
this  was  no  other  than  a  revival  of  the  old  minifle* 
rial  clamour,  that  a  man  cannot  be  well  afieSed  to 
the  King,  if  he  pretends  to  cenfure  any  meafure  of 
the  adminillration. 

§  III.  The  weight  which  the  oppolition  derived 
from  thefe  new  confederates  in  the  Houfe  of  Com^ 
mons  was  ftill  greatly  overbalanced  by  the  power, 
influence,  and  ability  that  fuftained  every  miniftcrial 
proje<9.  Mr.  Pelham,  who  chiefly  managed  the 
nelm  of  affairs,  was  generally  efteemcd  as  a  man  of 
honefty  and  candour,  a6luated  by  a  fincere  love  for 
his  country,  though  he  had  been  educated  in  crro* 
neous  principles  of  government,  and  in  fomc  mea* 
fure  obliged  to  profecute  a  fatal  f3rftem,  which 
defcended  to  him  by  inheritance.  At  this  time  he 
numbered  Mr.  Pitt  among  his  fellow-minifters, 
and  was  moreover  fupported  by  many  other  indi- 
viduals of  diitinguifhed  abilities  ;  among  whom  th« 
firft  place  in  point  of  genius,  was  due  to  Mr.  M. 
who  executed  the  office  of  Sollicitor-gencrd.     This 
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gentleman^  the  fon  of  a  noble  family  in  North-Bri-  c  H  AR 
tain,  had  nifed  himfelf  to  great  eminence  at  the  I* 
bar,  by  a  moft  keen  intuitive  fpirit  of  apprchen-  ^^4^7^ 
fion,  that  fcemcd  to  feizc  every  objc6l  at  firft 
glance ;  an  innate  fagacity,  that  faved  the  trouble 
of  intenfe  application  ;  and  an  irrefiftible  ftrcam  of 
eloquence,  that  flowed  pure  and  claffical,  ftrong 
and  copious,  refledling,  in  tht  moil  confpicuous 
point  of  view,  the  fubjedls  over  which  it  rolled, 
and  fweeping  before  it  all  the  flime  of  formal  hefi- 
ration,  and  all  the  entangling  weeds  of  chicanery. 
Yet,  the  fcrvants  of  the  Crown  were  not  fo  impli- 
citly attached  to  the  firft  miniftcr  as  to  acquiefce 
in  all  his  plans,  and  dedicate  their  time  and  talents 
to  the  fupport  of  every  court- meafure  indifcrimi- 
nately.  This  was  one  material  point  in  which 
Mr.  Pelham  deviated  from  the  maxims  of  his  pre* 
deccflbr,  who  admitted  of  no  contradiAion  frotn 
any  of  his  adherents  or  felJow-fervants,  but  infifted 
en  facrificing  their  whole  perception  and  faculties 
to  his  condudl  and  difpofal.  That  fordid  de* 
fercnce  to  a  minifter  no  longer  chan^6terifed  th6 
fubordinate  inftruments  of  the  adminiftration.  It 
was  not  unufual  to  fee  the  great  officers  of  the 
government  divided  in  a  parliamentary  debate, 
and  to  hear  the  Secretary  at  War  oppofing  with 
great  vehemence  a  claufe  fuggefted  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer.  After  all,  if  we  coolly 
coniider  thofe  arguments  which  have  been  bandied 
about,  and  retorted  with  fuch  eagernefs  and  acri- 
mony in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  diveft  them 
of  thofe  paffionate  tropes  and  declamatory  meta-t 
pbors  which  the  fpirit  of  oppofition  alone  had  pro- 
duced, we  (hall  find  very  little  left  for  the  fubjedl  of 
difpute,  and  fometimes  be  puzzled  to  difcover  any 
material  fource  of  difagreement. 

§  IV.  In  the  month  of  November  his  Majefty 
opened  the  fefllon  of  Parliament  with  a  fpeech,  ac- 
quainring  them,   That  the  definrivc  treaty  of  peace 
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B-O  O  K  was  at  length  iigned  by  all  the  parties  concerned  : 
^^^^  That  he  had  made  the  mod  efFedlual  provifion  for 
1^48^  fecuring  the  rights  and  intercfts  of  his  own  fubjcdls ; 
and  procured  for  his  allies  the  beft  conditions,  which, 
in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  could  be  obtained. 
He  faid,  he  had  found  a  general  good  difpofition  in 
all  parties  to  bring  the  negociation  to  a  happy  con- 
clufion  :  and  obferved,  that  we  might  promifc  our- 
felves  a  long  enjoyment  of  the  bleflings  of  peace. 
Finally,  after  having  remarked  that  times  of  tran- 
quillity were  the  proper  feafons  for  leflening  the 
national  debt,  and  ftrengthening  the  kingdom  againft 
future  events,  he  recommended  to  the  Commons 
the  improvement  of  the  publick  revenue,  the 
maintenance  of  a  confiderable  naval  force,  the  ad- 
vancement of  commerce,  and  the  cultivation  of  the 
arts  of  peace.  This  fpecch,  as  ufual,  was  echoed 
back  by  an  addrefs  to  the  throne  from  both  Houfes, 
containing  general  expreffionsof  thewarmeft  loyalty 
and  gratitude  to  his  Majefty,  and  implying  the  moft 
perfc6t  fatisfa6tion  and  acquiefcence  in  the  articles 
of  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle. 

^  V.  The  members  in  the  oppofition,  according 
to  cuftom,  cavilled  at  the  nature  of  this  addrefs. 
They  obferved,  that  the  late  pacification  was  the 
word  and  moft  inglorious  of  all  the  bad  treaties  to 
which  the  Englifh  nation  had  ever  fubfcribed  :  that 
it  was  equally  difgraceful,  indefinite,  and  abfurd  : 
they  faid,  the  firitifh  navy  had  gained  fuch  an  afcen- 
dancy  over  the  French  at  fea,  that  the  fourccs  of 
their  wealth  were  already  choaked  up ;  that  the  fiege 
of  Maefiricht  would  have  employed  their  arms  in 
the  Low-Countries  till  the  arrival  of  the  Ruffians ; 
and  that  the  acceffion  of  thefe  auxiliaries  would  have 
thrown  the  fuperiority  into  the  fcale  of  the  Allies. 
They  did  not  fail  to  take  notice,  that  the  moft  im- 
portant and  original  objedl  of  the  war  was  left  wholly 
undecided  ;  and  demonftrated  the  abfurdity  of  their 
promifing,    in   the  addrefs   to    make    good    fuch 
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fDgagements  as  his  Majeily  had  entered  into  with  his  CH  A  P. 
allies,  before  they  knew  what    thofe  engagements       ^^ 
were.     In  anfwer  to  thefe  obje<5lion8,  the  minifters    1,748. 
replied,  That  the   peace  was  in  itfelf,  rather  better 
th^i  ixxild  be  expelled ;  and  that  the  fmalleft  delay 
might  have  proved   fatal  to  the  liberties  of  Europe. 
They  affirmed,  that  the  Dutch  were  upon  the  point 
of  concluding  a  neutrality,  in  confcqueoce  of  which 
their  troops  would  have  been   withdrawn  from  the 
alhed  army  ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  even  the  addition  of 
the  Ruflian  auxiliaries  would    not  have  rendered  it  a 
match   for  the  enemy.     They  alicrted,  that  if  th€ 
war  had  been  prolonged  another  year,  the  national 
credit    of  Great-Britain  muft   have  been    entirely 
roiocd,  many   of  the    publick  funds   having  funk 
below  par  in  the  preceding  feafon,  fo  that  the  mini- 
ftry  had  begun  to  defpair  of  feeing  the  money  paid 
in  OQ  the  new  fubfcription.     With  refpedl  to  the  r^- 
ftoration  of  Cape-Breton,  the  limits  of  Nova-Scotia, 
and  the  right  of  navigating  without  fearch  in  the 
American  leas,  w^ich  right   had  been  Icftunefta- 
bliihcd  in  the  treaty,  they  declared,  that  the  firfl: 
was  an  unneceflary  expence,  of  no  confequence  to 
Great-Britain ;  and  that  the  ^her  two  were  points 
in  difpute,  to  be  amicably  fettled  in  private  confe* 
rences   by  Commiflaries  duly  authorized ;  but  by 
no   means  articles  to  be  eilabliihed  by  a  general 
treaty. 

^  Vl.  What  the  oppolition  wanted  in  ftrength,  it 
endeavoured  to  make  up  with  fpirit  and  perfeve* 
ranee.  Every  minifterial  motion  and  mealure  was 
canvailed,  iifted,  and  decried  with  uncommon  art 
and  vivacity  :  but  all  this  little  availed  againil  the 
tingle  article  of  fuperior  numbers ;  and  accordingly 
this  was  the  fourcc  of  certain  triumph  in  allde* 
bates  in  which  the  fervants  of  the  crown  were  united. 
The  nation  had  reafon  to  expe<ft  an  immediate  rpi- 
figation  in  the  article  of  annual  expence,  confider- 
iDg  the  number  of  troops  and  fhips  of  war  which 

vaL.  III.  R  had 


Digitized 


by  Google 


142  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

BOOK  bad  been  reduced  at  tbe  ratification  of  the  treaty; 

^^-     but  they  were  difagreeably  undeceived  in  finding 
j^     themfelves    again   loaded  with    very   extraordinary 
impofitions,  for  the  payment  of  a  vaft  debt  which 
government  had  contra6led  in  the  courfe  of  the  war, 
notwithftanding  the  incredible  aids  granted  by  Par- 
liament.    Th^  committee  of  fupply  eftabliflied  four 
points  of  confideration,  in  their  deliberations  con- 
cerning the  fums  neceflary  to  be  raifed  ;   namely, 
for  fulfilling  the  engagements  which  the  Parliament 
had  entered  into  with  his  Majefty,  and  the  ferviccs 
undertaken  for  thefuccefsof  thewar;  for  difcharging 
debts  contra6led  by   government  formatting  good 
deficiencies;  and  for  defraying  the  current  expence 
of  the  year.      It  appeared,  that  the  nation  owed 
four-and-forty  thouland   pounds  to  the  Eledlor  of 
Bavaria;    above  thirty  tnoufand  to   the   Duke   of 
Brunfwick ;  the  like  fum  to  the  Landgrave  of  Heflc^ 
CafTel ;  and  near  nine  thoufand  pounds  to  the'Elcc* 
tor  of  Mentz.     The  Queen  of  Hungary  claimed  an 
arrear  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds.    The  city 
of  Glafgow,  in  North-Britain,  prefented  a  petition, 
praying  to  be  reimburfed  the  fum  of  ten  thoufand 
pounds,  extorted  from  that  corporation  by  the  fon 
of  the  Pretender,  during  the  rebellion.     One  hun- 
dred and  twelve  thoufand  pounds  were  owing  to  the 
forces  in  North- America  and  the  Eafi:-Indies ;  bc- 
fides  near  half  a  million  due  on  extraordinary  ex- 
pence  incurred  by  the  land  forces  in  America,  Flan- 
ders, and  North-Britain,  by  the  office  of  Ordnance, 
and  other  fervices  of  the  laft  year,  to  which  the  par- 
liamentary provifion  did  not  extend.     The  remain- 
ing debt  of  the  Ordnance  amounted   to  above  two 
hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds  :  but  the  navy- 
bills  could  not  be  difcharged  for  lefs  than  four  mil- 
lions.    An  addition  of  two  millions  three  hundred 
and  feventy-four  thoufand  three  hundred  thirty-three 
pounds  fifteen  fhillings'and  two  pence  was  alfo  re- 
quired for  the  current  fcrvice  of  the  year.    In  a 
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word,  the  whole  annual  fupply  exceeded  eight  mil- C  H  AP. 
lions  fterling — a  fum  at  which  the  whole  nation  ex-  ^    ^  ^^ 
prefled     equal   afloniftioient  and    difguft.     It   was     1748. 
charged  upon  the  duties  on  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and 
perry,  the  land-tax  at  four  fhillings  in  the  ^ound, 
annuities  on  the  finking- fund,  an  application  of  one 
million  from  that  depofit,  and  the  loan  of  the  like 
fum  to  be  charged  on  the  firft  aids  of  next  feffion. 
The  number  of  feamen  was  reduced  to  feventeen 
thoufand,  and  that  of  the  land  forces  to   eighteen 
thoufand  eight  hurtdred  and  fifty-feven,  including 
guards  aad.garrifons. 

^  VII.  Every  article  of  expence,  however,  was 
warmly  difputed  by  the  anti-courtiers;  efpecially 
the  demand  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  wfiich  was 
deemed  unreafonably  exorbitant  and  rapacious,  con- 
fidcring  the  feas  of  blood  which  we  had  fhed,  and  ^ 
the  iirimenfity  of  treafure  we  had  exhaufted  for  her 
benefit :  and  furely  the  fubjedls  of  this  nation  had 
fome  reafon  to  complain  of  an  indulgence  of  thi^ 
nature,  granted  to  a  power  which  they  had  literally 
fnatched  from  the  brink  of  ruin — a  power  whofe 

Suarrel  they  had  efpoufed  with  a  degree  of  enthu- 
afm  that  did  much  more  honour  to  their  gallantry 
than  to  their  difcretion — a  power  that  kept  aloof, 
with  a  ftatelinefs  of  pride  peculiar  to  herfelf  and  fa- 
mily ;  and  beheld  her  Britifh  auxiliaries  fighting  her 
battles  at  their  own  expence  ;  while  fhe  fquandered 
away,  in  the  idle  pageantry  of  barbarous  magnifi- 
cence, thofe  ample  fubfidies  which  they  advanced  in 
order  to  maintain  her  armies,  and  furnifh  out  her 
proportion  of  the  war.  The  leaders  of  the  oppofition 
negle6led  no  opportunity  of  embittering  the  triumphs  • 
of  their  adverfaries ;  they  inveighed  againft  the  ex- 
travagance of  granting  fixteen  thoufand  pounds  for 
the  pay  of  general  and  ftafF  ofllccrs,  during  a  peace 
that  required  no  fuch  cftablifhment,  efpecially  at  a 
juncture  when  the  national  incumbrances  rendered 
it  abfolutely  neceflary  to  pradhfe  every  expedient  of 
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BOOK  OBConotny.  They  even  combated  the  requeft  of  the 
^  ^^^'  J  city  of  Glaf||pw,  to  be  indemnified  for  th^  cxtraor- 
^[^487  dinary  exadnon  it  underwent  from  tlie  rebels,  though 
it  appeared,  from  unqueflionable  evidence,  that 
this  extraordinary  contribution  was  exacted  on  ac- 
count of  that  city's  peculiar  attachment  tOr  the 
reigning  family :  that  it  had  always  invariably  ad- 
hered to  Revolution  principles  ;  and,  with  an  un- 
equalled fpirit  of  loyalty  and  zeal  for  the  protefiant 
fucceilion,  diftinguiihed  itfelf  both  in  the  laft  and 
preceding  rebellion. 

§  VIII .  But  the  moft  violent  conteft  arofc  on  cer- 
tain regulations  which  the  miniftry  wanted  to  efta- 
blifh  in  two  bills,  relating  to  the  fea  and  land  fervicc;. 
The  firft,  under  the  title  of  a  bill  for  amending, 
explaining,  and  reducing  into  one  a6l  of  Parliament 
the  laws  relating  to  the  navy,  was  calculated  folely 
with  a  view  of  fubjedling  half-pay  officers  to  mar- 
tial law — a  defign  which  not  only  furniflied  the 
oppoiition  with  a  plaufible  handle  for  accufing  the 
minifters,  as  intending  to  encroach  upon  the  con- 
ilitution,  in  order  to  extend  the  influence  of  the 
Crown ;  but  alfo  alarmed  the  fea- officers  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  they  ailembled  to  a  confiderabk  num- 
ber, with  a  view  to  deliberate  upon  the  proper 
means  of  defending  their  privileges  and  liberties 
from  invafion.  The  refult  of  their  confultations 
was  a  petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  fubfcribed 
by  three  Admirals  and  forty- fevcn  Captains,  not 
members  of  Parliament,  reprefenting,  That  the  biU 
in  agitation  contained  feveral  clanfes,  tending  to  the 
injury  and  di(honour  of  all  naval  officers,  as  well  as 
to  the  detriment  of  his  Majefty's  fervice ;  and  that 
the  laws  already  in  force  had  been  always  found 
cffedual  for  fecuring  the  fervice  of  officers  on  half- 
pay  upon  the  moft  prcffing  occafions :  they,  there- 
fore, hoped,  that  they  Ihould  not  be  fubjedted  to 
new  hardfhips  and  difcouragements  ;  and  begged  to 
be  heard  by  their  coun&l,  before  the  conunittee  of 
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the  whole  Houfe,  touching  fcch  parts  of  the  bill  as  c  H  A  P. 
they  apprehended  would  be  injurious  to  themfelves  ^  ^'  j 
and  the  other  officers  of  his  Majefty's  navy.  This  \}(Z^ 
petition  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  by  Sir  John 
Norris,  and  the  motion  for  its  being  read  was  fe- 
conded  by  Sir  Peter  Warren,  whofc  charatSer  was 
univerfally  efteemed  and  beloved  in  the  nation. 
This  meafure  had  like  to  have  produced  very  ferious 
confequences.  Many  commanders  and  fiibaltcrns 
had  repaired  to  the  Admiralty,  and  threatened,  in 
plain  terms,  to  throw  up  their  commiffions  in  cafe 
the  bill  (hould  pafs  into  a  law ;  and  a  general  fer- 
ment was  begun  among  all  the  fubordinate  members 
of  the  navy.  A  motion  was  made.  That  the  peti- 
tioners, according  to  their  requeft,  fhould  be  heard 
by  their  counfel  ;  and  this  propofal  was  ftrongly 
urged  by  the  firft  orators  of  the  anti-minifterial 
aflbciation  ;  but  the  minifter,  confiding  in  his  own 
ilrength,  reinforced  by  the  abilities  of  Mr.  Pitt 
Mr.  Lyttelton,  and  Mh  Fox  the  Sccretarjj  at  War, 
ftrenuoufly  oppofed  the  motion,  which,  upon  a  di- 
Tifion  was  thrown  ont  by  a  great  majority.  The 
feveral  articles  of  the  bill  were  afterwards  fcparately 
debated  with  great  warmth  ;  and  though  Mr.  Pel- 
ham  had,  with  the  moft  difinterefled  air  of  candour, 
repeatedly  declared  that  he  required  no  fupport  even 
from  his  own  adherents,  but  that  which  might  arifc 
from  reafon  unreftrained,  and  full  convidlion,  he, 
on  this  occafion,  reaped  all  the  fruit  from  their  zcat 
and  attachment  which  could  be  expected  from  the 
moft  implicit  complaifance.  Some  plaufible  amend- 
ments of  the  moft  exceptionable  claufes  were  offered, 
particularly  of  that  which  impofed  an  oath  upon  the 
members,  of  every  court-martial,  that  they  fliould 
not  on  any  account,  difclofe  the  opinions  or  tranf- 
aflions  of  any  fuch  tribunal.  This  was  confidercd 
as  a  fan6tion,  under  which  any  court-martial  might 
commit  the  moft  flagrant  a6ls  of  injuftice  and  op- 
prcfliion,    which   even  Parliament  itfelf  could   not 
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BOOK  redrcfs,  bccaufe  it  would  be  impoflible  to  afcertain 
I^I-      the  truth,  eternally  fealed  up   by  this  abfurd   obli- 

^^"J^^J^  gation.  The  amendment  propofed  was,  that  the 
member  of  a  court-martial  might  reveal  the  tranf- 
aflions  and  opinions  of  it,  in  all  cafes  wherein  the 
courts  of  juftice,  as  the  law  now  (lands,  have  a  right 
to  interfere,  if  required  thereto  by  either  Houfe  of 
Parliament :  a  very  reafonable  mitigation,  which, 
however,,  was  rejected  by  the  majority.  Neverthc- 
lefs,  the  fufpicion  of  an  intended  encroachment  had 
raifed  fuch  a  clamour  without  doors,  anddifFufed 
the  odium  of  this  meafure  fo  generally,  that  the  mi- 
nifter  thought  proper  to  drop  the  projected  article  of 
war,  fubjeding  the  reformed  officers  of  the  navy  to 
the  jurifdi6lions  of  courts-martial;  and  the  bill  be- 
ing alfo  foftened  in  other  particulars,  during  its 
pafiagc  through  the  Upper-Houfe,  at  length  received 
the  royal  aflent. 

§  IX..  The  flame  which  this  a6l  had  kindled, 
was  rather  iqcreafed  than  abated  on  the  appearance 
of  a  new  mutiny-bill  replete  with  divers  innovations, 
tending  to  augment  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  as 
well  as  the  authority  and  power  of  a  military  ju- 
rifdidlion.  AH  the  articles  of  war  eftabliihed  fince 
the  reign  of  Charles  the  fecond,  were  fubmitted  to 
the  infpedion  of  the  Commons ;  and  in  thefe  a[>- 
peared  a  gradual  fpirit  of  encroachment,  almoft  im- 
perceptibly deviating  from  the  civil  inftitutes  of  the 
Englifh  conftitution,  towards  the  eflabhftiment  of  a 
military  dominion.  By  this  new  bill  a  power  was 
vefted  in  any  commander  in  Chief,  to  revife  and 
corre6t  any  legal  fentence  of  a  court-martial,  by 
which  the  members  of  fuch  a  court,  correfponding 
with  the  nature  of  a  civil  jury,  were  rendered  abfo^ 
lutely  ufelefs,  and  the  commander  in  a  great  mea- 
fure abfolute  ;  for  he  had  not  only  the  power  of  fum- 
maning  fuch  officers  as  he  might  choofe  to  fit  on 
any  trial,  a  prerogative  unknown  to  any  civil  court 
of  judicature;  but  he  was  alfo  at  liberty  to  review 
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and  alter  the  fentence ;   fo  that  a  man  was  fubje6l  to  c  li  A  P. 
two  trials  for  the  fame  offence,   and  the  commander  ^    ^-    ^ 
in  chief  was  judge  both  of  the  guilt  and  the  punifti-      1743. 
ment.     By  the  final  claufe  of  this  bill,   martial  law 
was  extended  to  all  officers  on  half  pay ;   and  the 
fame  arguments  which  had  been  urged  againfl  this 
article  in  the  navy  bill,    were  now  repeated  and  re- 
inforced with  redoubled  fervour.     Many  reafons  were 
offered  to   prove  that  the  half-pay  was  allotted  as  a 
recompence  for  paft  fervice  ;    and  the  opponents  of 
the  bill  affirmed,  that  fuch  an  article,  by  augment- 
ing the  dependents  of  the  Crown,    might  be  very 
dangerous  to  the  conflitution.     On  the  other  hand, 
the  partilans  of  the  miniftry  aflerted,   that  the  half- 
pay  was  granted  as  a  retaining  fee  ;   and  that  ori- 
ginally all  thofe  who  enjoyed  this  indulgence  were 
deemed  to  be  in  adtual  fervice,    confequently  fub- 
je6l   to   martial  law.     Mr.  Pitt,    who  at  this  time 
cxercifed  the  office  of  Paymafter-General  with  a 
rigour  of  integrity  unknown  to  the  mod  difinterefted 
of  all  his  predeceflbrs  in  that  department,    efpoufed 
the  claufe  in  difpute,  as  a  neceflary  extenfion  of  mi- 
litary difcipline,  which  could  never  be  attended  with 
any  bad  confequence  to  the  liberty  of  the  nation. 
The  remarks  which  he  made  on  this  occafion,  im- 
plied an  opinion  that  our  liberties  wholly  exifted  in 
dependence  uponnhe  diredtion  of  the  Sovereign,  and 
the  virtue  of  the  army.     "  To  that  virtue  (faid  he) 
"  wc  truft  even  at  this  hour,  fmall  as  our  army  is — 
"  to  that  virtue  we  mull  have  trufled,   had  this  bill 
"  been  modelled  as  its  warmeft  oppofers  could  have 
"  wi(hed  ;  and  without  this  virtue,  (hould  the  Lords, 
"  the  Commons,   and  the  People  of  England  en- 
*'  trench  themfelves  behind  parchment  up  to  the 
"  teeth,  the  fword  will  find  a  paffage  to  the  vitals  of 
"  the  conflitution."     All  the  difputed  articles  of  the 
bill  being  fuflained  on  the  fhoulders  of  a  great  ma- 
jority, it  was  conveyed  to  the  Upper  Houfe,  where 
it  excited  another  violent  contefl.     Upon  the  quef- 
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BOOK  tion  wliether  officers  on  half  pay  had  not  been  (ub-* 
III-     je6l  to  martial  law,    the  judges  were  confuUed  and 

^y4^  divided  in  their  fentiments.     The  Earl  of  Bath  dc* 
clared  his  opinion,  that  martial  law  did  not  extend 
to  reformed  officers  :  and  opened  all  the  fluices  of 
his  ancient  eloquence.     He  admitted  a  cafe  which 
was  urged,  of  feven  officers  on  half- pay,  who,  being 
taken  in  a6lual  rebellion  at  Preflon,    in  the  year 
1715,  had  been  executed  on  the  fpot  by  njartiallaw^ 
in  confequencc  of  the  King's  exprefs  order.      He 
candidly  owned,    that  he  himfelf  was  Secretary  at 
War  at  that  period  ;    that  he  had  approved  of,  this 
order,   and  even  tranfniitted  it  to  General  Carpen-» 
tcr,   who  commanded  at  Prefton  ;   but  now  his  orpi-« 
nion  was  entirely  changed.     He  obferved,  that  when 
the  forementioned  rebellion  firft   broke  out,     the 
Houfc  prefented  an  addreft  to  the  King^    defiring 
his  Majcfty  would  be  pleafed  to  employ  all  half-pay 
officers,  and  gratify  them  with  whole  pay  ;  and,  in- 
deed, all  fuch  officers  were  voted  on  whole  pay,   by 
the  Houfe  of   Commons.     They  were  afterwards 
apprifed  of  this  vote,    by  an  advertifement  in  the 
Gazette,  and  ordered  to   hold  themfelves  in  readi^** 
nefs  to  repair  to  fuch  places  as  fhould  be  appointed  5 
and  finally  commanded  to  repair  by  fuch  a  day  to 
thofe  places,   on  pain  of  being  ftruck  off  the  half- 
psLj  lift.     Thefe  precautions  would  have  been  un- 
ncceflary,  had  they  been  deemed  fubjedl  to  martial 
law;    and  the  penalty  for  non-obedience  would  not 
have  been  merely  a  privation  of  their  penfions,   but 
they  would  have  fallen  undor  the  punifhment  of 
death,   as  defertcrs  from  the  fervice.     His  Lordihip 
i^diftinguilhed,    with  great  propriety  and  precifion, 
between  a  flep  which  had  been  precipitately  taken  in 
a  violent  crifis,  when  the  publick  was  heated  with 
apprehenfion  and  refentment,     and   a  folemn   law 
concerted  at  leifure,  during  the  moft  profound  tran- 
quillity.    Notwithftanding  the  fpirited  oppofition  of 
this  nobleman,  and  fome  attempts  to  infert  additional 
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claufcs,  the  bill  having  undergone  a  few  inconfidcr-  CH  AP. 
able  amendments,  paflcd  by  a  very  ccmfiderable  f^^'j 
majority.  ,74j. 

^  X.  Immediately  after  the  mutiny-bill  had  pafled 
the  Lower  Houfe,   another  fruitlefs  effort  was  made 
by  the  oppofition.     The  danger  of  a  (landing  army, 
on   whofe  virtue  the  conftitution  of   Great-Britain 
fcemcd  to  depend,   did  not  fail  to  alarm  the  minds 
of  many  who  were  zealoufly  attached  to  the  liberties 
of  their  country,  and  gave  birth  to  a  fcheme,  which, 
if  executed,  would  have  enabled  the  legiflature  to 
eftablifh  a  militia  that  muft  have  anfwered  many 
national  purpofes,  and  a6led  as  a  conftitutional  bul- 
wark againft  the  excefles  and  ambition  of  a  military 
Ihmding  force,    under  the  immediate  influence  of 
government*     The   fcheme  which   patriotifm  con- 
ceived, was,  in  all  probability,  adopted  by  party.    A 
bill  was  brought  in,  limiting  the  rime  beyond  which 
no  foldier,   or  non-commiffioned  officer,  ihould  be 
compelled  to  continue  in  the  fervice.      Had  this 
limitation  taken  place,    fuch  a  rotation  of  foldiers 
would  have  enfued  among  the  common  people,  that 
in  a  few  years  every  pealant,  labourer,   and  inferior 
tradefman  in  the  kingdom  would  have  underftood 
the  exercife  of  amis :   and  perhaps  the  people  in  ge- 
neral would  have  concluded  that  a  ftanding  army 
was  altogether  unneceflary.     A  proje6l  of  this  na- 
ture could  not,  for  obvious  reafons,  be  agreeable  to 
the  adminiftration,  and  therefore   the   bill  was  ren- 
dered abortive  ;  for,   after  having  been  twice  read, 
it  was  poftpcned  from  time  to  time,   till  the  Parlia- 
ment  was  prorogued,    and  never  appeared  •  in  the 
fequel.     Such  were  the  chief  fubje6ls  of  debate  be- 
tween the  miniftry  and  the  oppofition,    compofed, 
at  we  have  already  obferved,   of  the  Prince's  fcr- 
vants  and  the  remains  of  the  country  party,  this  laft 
being  headed  by  Lord  Strange,  fon  of  the  Earl  of 
Derby,  and  Sir  Francis  Dafliwood ;    the  former,   a 
noblenun  of  diflinguifhcd  abilities^  keen,   penetrat- 
ing, 
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BOOR  ing,  eloquent,  and  iagacious ;  the  other  frank,  fpi- 

^11-     rited,  and  fenfible, 

^^^Jr  ^  XI.  It  muft  be.  owned,  however,  for  the  ho* 
nour  of  the^  miniftry,  that  if  they  carried  a  few  un- 
popular meafures  with  a  high  hand,  they  feemed 
eameftly  dcfirous  of  making  amends  to  the  nation, 
by  promoting  divers  regulations  for  the  benefit  and 
improvement  of  commerce,  which  adually  took 
place  in  the  enfuing  feffion  of  Parliament.  One  of 
the  principal  objects  of  this  nature  which  fell  under 
their  cognizance,  was  the  trade  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea; 
a  very  important  branch  of  trafiick,  whether  confi- 
dered  as  a  maket  of  Britifh  manufactures,  or  as 
the  fource  that  fupplied  the  Englifh  plantations  with 
negroes.  This  was  originally  monopolifed  by  a 
joint-flock  company,  which  had  from  time  to  time 
derived  confiderable  fums  from  the  legiflature,  for 
enabling  them  the  better  to  fupport  certain  forts  or 
callles  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  to  facilitate  the  com- 
merce and  protect  the  merchants.  In  the  fequcl, 
however,  the  exclufive  privilege  having  been  judged 
prejudicial  to  the  national  trade,  the  coaft  was  laid 
open  to  all  Britifti  fubjedls  indifcriminately^  on  con- 
dition of  their  paying  a  certain  duty  towards  defray- 
ing the  expence  of  the  forts  and  facSlories.  This 
expedient  did  not  anfwer  the  purpofes  for  which  it 
had  been  contrived.  The  feparate  traders,  inftead 
of  receiving  any  benefit  from  the  protecSlion  of  the 
company,  induftrioufly  avoided  their  caftles,  as  the 
receptacles  of  tyranny  and  oppreffion.  The  com- 
pany, whether  from  the  mifcondu6l  or  knavery  of 
their  dire6tors,  contraded  fuch  a  load  of  debts  as 
their  ftock  was  unable  to  difcharge.  They  feemed 
to  neglect  the  trafl[ick,  and  allowed  the  caftles  to 
decay.  In  a  word,  their  credit  being  exhaufted, 
and  their  creditors  growing  clamorous,  they  pre- 
fented  a  petirion  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  dif- 
clofing  their  diftrefles,  and  imploring  fuch  affiftance 
as  fhould  enable  them  not  only  to  pay  their  debts, 

but 


Digitized 


by  Google 


GEORGE  11.  451 

but  alfb  to  maintain  the  forts  in  a  defensible  condition.  CHAP. 
This  petition,  recommended  to  the  Houfe  in  a  mef-  ^  J*  ^ 
fage  from  his  Majefty,  was  corroborated  by  another  ly!^ 
in  behalf  of  the  company's  creditors.  Divers  mer- 
chants of  London,  interefted  in  the  trade  of  Africa 
and  the  Britifh  plantations  in  America,  petitioned 
the  Houfe,  that,  as  the  African  trade  was  of  the  ut- 
moft  importance  to  the  nation,  and  could  not  be 
fupported  without  forts  and  fettlements,  fome  effec- 
tual means  fhould  be  fpeedily  taken  .for  prote6ling 
and  extending  this  valuable  branch  of  commerce. 
A  fourth  was  offered  by  the  merchants  of  Liverpool, 
reprefenting  that  the  fecurity  and  proteftion  of  the 
trade  to  Africa  muft  always  principally  depend  upon 
his  Majefly's  fhips  of  war  being  properly  flationed 
on  that  coafl,  and  feafonably  relieved  ;  and  that  fuch 
forts  and  fettlements  as  might  be  judged  neccflary 
for  marks  of  fovereignty  and  pofieffion,  would  prove 
a  nuifance  and  a  burthen  to  the  trade,  fhould  they 
remain  in  the  hands  of  any  joint-flock  company, 
whofe  private  intereft  always  had  been,  and  ever 
would  be,  found  incompatible  with  the  interefl  of 
the  feparate  and  open  trader.  They  therefore  pray- 
ed, that  the  faid  forts  might  either  be  taken  into  his 
Majefly's  immediate  poneflion,  and  fupported  by 
'  the  publick,  or  committed  to  the  merchants  trading 
on  tnat  coaft,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  the  Houfe  fhould 
judge  expedient,  without  vefling  in  them  any  other 
advantage,  or  right  to  the  commerce,  but  what  fhould 
be  common  to  all  his  Majefty's  fubje6ls.  '  This 
remonflrance  was  fucceeded  by  another,  to  the  fame 
cffedl,  from  the  mafler,  wardens,  affiftants,  and 
commonalty  of  the  fociety  of  merchant  adventurers 
within  the  city  of  Briflol.  All  thefe  petitions  were 
referred  to  a  committee  appointed  to  deliberate  on 
this  fubjcd  ;  who  agreed  to  certain  refolutions,  im- 
plying, That  the  trade  to  Africa  fhould  be  free  and 
open  ;  That  the  Britifh  forts  and  fettlements  on  that 
coaft  ought  to  be  maintained,  and  put  under  proper 
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B  OOK  dircAkm  ;  and,  That,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  Afiri- 
^^^-  can  trade  in  the  moft  beneficial  manner  to  thcie 
^^4^7  kingdoms,  all  the  Britifti  fubje6b  trading  to  Africa 
ibould  foe  united  in  one  open  company,  without 
any  joint-ilock,  or  power  to  trade  as  a  corporation. 
A  bill  was  immediately  founded  on  thefe  relolutions^ 
which  alarmed  the  company  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
they  had  rccourfe  to  another  petition,  demonflrating 
their  right  to  the  coail  of  Africa,  and  expreiiing 
their  reliance  on  the  juftice  of  the  Houfe,  that  they 
fhould  not  be  deprived  of  their  property  without  an 
adequate  confideration.  In  a  few  days  a  fecond  ad- 
drcfs  was  offered  by  their  creditors,  complaining  of 
the  coi^pany*s  mifmanagement,  promtfing  to  fur- 
render  their  right,  as  the  wifdom  of  Rirliament 
^  ihottki  prefcribe  ;  praying  that  their  debts  might  be 
enquired  into ;  and  th^t  the  equivalent  to  be  granted 
for  the  Confipany's  pofleffions  might  be  fecured  and 
applied,  in  the  firft  place,  for  their  benefit.  The 
Commons,  in  confcquence  of  this  perition,  ordered 
the  Company  to  produce  a  lift  of  their  debts,  to- 
gether with  a  copy  of  their  charter,  and  two  remon- 
ilrances,  which  their  creditors  had  prefented  to  them 
before  this  application  to  Parliament.  A  committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  .having  deliberated  on  thcfc 
papers  and  petirions,  and  heard  the  company  by 
their  counfel,  refolved  to  give  them  a  realbnable 
compenfarion  for  their  charter,  lands,  forts,  fettle* 
ments,  flaves,  and  cffe6b,  to  be,  in  the  firft  place^ 
applied  towards  the  payment  of  their  creditors.  A 
bill  being  formed  accordingly,  pafled  the  Commons, 
and  was  conveyed  to  the  Upper  Houfe,  where  a 
great  many  objc6tions  were  ftarted ;  and  for  the 
prefent  it  was  dropped,  unril  a  more  unexceprion. 
able  plan  (hould  be  concerted.  In  the  mean  time 
their  Lordlhips  addreflcd  his  Majefty,  That  the 
Lords  Commiffioners  for  trade  and  plantations  might 
be  directed  to  prepare  a  fcheme  on  this  fubjedl,  to 
be  laid  before  both  Houfcs  of  Parliament  at  the  bc- 
5  ginning 
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ginning  of  next  fei&on  :  That  inilant  orders  ihouldcHAP. 
be  given  for  preferving  and  fecuring  the  forts  and      '• 
fettlements  on  the  coaft  of    Guinea  belonging  to    174^ 
Great-Britain ;  and^  That  proper  perfons  fboqld  be 
appointed  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  thofc 
forts,  as  well  as  of  the  military  llores,  flaves,  and 
yeiiels  belonging  to  the  African  company,  fo  as  to 
make  a  faith^l  report  of  thefe  particulars^  with  all 
pofiible  expedition. 

.  ^  XIL  The  miniftry  having  profefled  an  inclina- 
tion, and  indeed  fhown  a  difpofition,  to  promote 
and  extend  the  commerce  of  the  kingdom,  the 
Commons  refolved  to  take  fome  fteps  for  encourag- 
ing the  white  fifhery  along  the  northern  coaft  of  the 
ifland^  which  is  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  wealth  to 
our  induftrious  neighbours  the  Dutch,  who  employ 
annually  a  great  number  of  hands  and  veifels  in  this 
branch  of  commerce.  The  fenfible  part  of  the  Bri- 
ti(h  people,  refkding  on  this  fubjc6,  plainly  fore- 
law  that  a  fifhery  under  due  regulations,  undertaken 
with  the  prote(&on  and  encouragement  of  the  legif- 
lature,  would  not  only  prove  a  fund  of  national 
riches,  and  a  nurfery  of  feamen ;  but  likewife,  in  a 
great  meafure,  prevent  any  future  infurrciSions  in 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  by  difiufing  a  fpirit  of 
induftry  among  the  natives  of  that  country,  who 
finding  it  in  their  power  to  become  independent,  oa 
the  fruits  of  their  own  labour,  would  foon  infranchife 
themfelves  from  that  flavifh  ifttachmcnt,  by  which 
they  had  been  fo  long  connected  with  their  landlords 
and  chieftains.  Accordingly,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  deliberate  on  the  flate  of  the  Britifh 
fifhery ;  and  upon  their  report  a  bill  was  foi^nded  for 
encouraging  the  whale  fifhery  on  the  coaft  of  Spitf- 
beigen,  by  a  bounty  of  forty  fbillings  per  ton  for 
every  fhip  equipped  lor  that  undertaking.  The 
bill  having  made  its  way  through  both  Houfes,  and 
obtained  the  royal  ailent,  the  merchants  in  different 
pans  of  the  kingdom,  particularly  in  North -Britain, 
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BOOK  began  to  build  and  fit  out  fhips  of  great  burthefl, 
^  ^^'  ,  and  peculiar  ftruflure,  for  the  purpofes  of  that 
i74g,  fifhery,  which  ever  fince  hath  been  carried  on  with 
equal  vigour  and  fuccefs.  Divers  merchants  and 
traders  of  London  having  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  a  petition,  reprefenting  the  benefits 
thaf  would  accrue  to  the  community  from  a  herring 
and  cod  fiftiery,  eftablifhed  on  proper  principles, 
and  carried  on  with  fkill  and  integrity,  this  remon- 
flrance  was  referred  to  a  committee,  upon  whofe  re- 
folutions  a  bill  was  formed ;  but,  before  this  could 
be  difcufled  in  the  Houfe,  the  Parliament  was  pro- 
rogued, and  of  confequence  this  meafure  proved 
abortive. 

§  XIII.  The  next  regulation  propofed  in  favour  of 
trade,  was  that  of  laying  open  the  commerce  of 
Hudfon's-Bay,  in  the  moil  northern  parts  of  Ame- 
•  rica,  where  a  fmall  monopoly  maintained  a  few 
forts  and  fettlements,  and  profecuted  a  very  advan- 
tageous  fur- trade  with  the  Indians  of  that  conrinent. 
It  was  fuggefted,  that  the  company  had  long  ago 
enriched  themfelves  by  their  exclufive  privilege; 
that  they  employed  no  more  than  four  annual  (hips ; 
that,  contrary  to  an  exprefs  injun6lion  in  their  charter, 
they  difcouraged  all  attempts  to  difcover  a  north- 
weft  paflage  to  the  Eaft-Indies ;  that  they  dealt 
cruelly  and  perfidioufly  with  the  poor  Indians  who 
never  traded  with  them,  except  when  compelled  by 
neceflity,  fo  that  the  beft  part  of  the  fur-trade  had 
devolved  to  the  enemies  of  Great-Britain  ;  and  that 
their  exclufive  patent  reftridled  to  very  narrow  limits 
a  branch  of  commerce,  which  might  be  cultivated 
to  a  prodigious  extent,  as  well  as  to  the  infinite  ad- 
vantage of  Great-Britain.  Peririons,  that  the  trade 
of  Hudfon's-Bay  might  be  laid  open,  were  pre- 
fented to  the  Houfe  by  the  merchants  of  London, 
Great  Yarmouth,  and  Wolverhampton ;  and  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  deliberate  upon  this 
fubjedl.     On  the  other  hand^  the  company  exerted 

themfelves 


Digitized 


by  Google 


GEORGE  n^  255 

tfacmfelves  in  petitions  and  private  applications  for  CHAP, 
their  own  prclervation.     The  committee  examined  ^    ^* 
many  papers  and  records  :   and  the  report  was  taken     i74i7 
into   confideration  by    the  whole  Houfe.      Many 
evidences  were  interrogated,  and  elaborate  fpeeches 
made,  on  both  (ides  of  the  ijueftion.     At  length  a 
majority  feemed  fatisfied  that   the  traffick  on  the 
coaft  of  Hudfon's-Bay  could  not  be  preferved  with- 
out forts  and  fcttlements,  which  muft  be  maintained 
cither  by  an  excluiive  company,  or  at  the  publick 
expence ;    and  as  this  was   not  judged  a  proper 
jundturc  to  encumber  the  nation  with  any  charge  of 
that  kind,  the  defign  of  diflblvingthe  company  was 
laid  afide  till  a  more  favourable  opportunity. 

^  XIV.  The  government  had  during  the  war, 
found  great  difficulty  in  prefling  men  for  the  fervicc 
of  the  navy — apradice,  which,  however  fandlioned 
by  neceffity,  is  nevcrthelefs  a  flagrant  encroachment 
on  the  liberty  of  the  fubje<ft,  and  a  violent  outrage 
againft  the  conftitution  of  Great-Britain.  The  mi- 
niftry,  therefore,  had  employed  fome  of  their  agents 
to  form  a  fcheme  for  retaining  in  time  of  peace, 
by  means  of  a  certain  allowance,  a  number  of  fea- 
men,  who  (hould  be  regiftered  for  the  purpofe,  and 
be  ready  to  man  a  fquadron  upon  any  emergency. 
Such  a  plan,  properly  regulated,  would  have  been 
a  great  advantage  to  commerce,  which  is  always 
dilireiled  by  the  praAice  of  prefling  feamen ;  and 
at  the  Xame  time,  a  great  fecurrty  to  the  kingdom 
in  dangerous  conjunctures,  when  it  may  be  neceflary 
to  equip  an  armament  at  a  minute*s  warning.  The 
Houfe  of  Commons  being  moved  upon  this  fubjedl, 
agreed  to  divers  refolutions,  as  a  foundation  for  the 
bill ;  but  the  members  in  the  oppofition  affecting  to 
reprefent  this  meafure  in  an  odious  light,  as  an 
imitation  of  the  French  method  of  regiftering  fea- 
men without  their  own  confent.  Mr.  Pelham  drop- 
ped it,  as  an  unpopular  projed. 

§xv.. 
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fiOOK      ^  XV.  Information  haviag  been  received,   that 
^J^^'     the  French  intended  to  fettle  the  neutral  iflands  of 
ly^  St.  Lucia,  Dominica,  St.  Vincent,  and  Tobago  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  the  nation  had  taken  the  alarm  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  ;  and   a  motion  was  made 
in  the  Houfc  of  Commons  to  addrefs  his  Majefty, 
that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  dir ediooi 
for  laying  before  the  Houfe  copies  of  the  inftrudions 
given  to  the  governors  of  Barbadoes  for  ten  years 
laft  paft,  Co  far  as  they  related  to  thefe  neutral  idaods; 
but  whether  the  miniftry  was  confcious  of  a  negleft 
in  this  particular,  or  thought  fuch  enquiries  trenched 
upon  the  prerogative,  he  oppofed  the  motion  with 
all  his  mignt ;  and  after  fome  debate,  the  previous 
queftion  pafled  in  the  negative.     This  was  alfb  the 
fate  of  another  motion  made  by  the  Earl  of  E — ^t  for 
an  addrefs,  entreating  his  Majefty  would  fubmit  to 
tlie  infpe6tiofi  of  the  Houfe   all   the  propofals  of 
peace,that  had  been  made  by  the  French  King  fincc 
the  year  which  preceded  the  laft  rebellion,  to  that 
in  which  the  definitive  treaty  was  concluded  at  Aix- 
la-Chapelle.     This  they  propofed  as  a  previous  ftcp 
to  the  Parliament's  forming  any  opinion  concerning 
the  utility  or  neceflity  of  the  peace  which  had  been 
cflablifhed.    Violent  debates  enfued,  in  which  the 
oppofition  was  as  much  excelled  in  oratory  as  out- 
numbered in  votes.     Such   were  the  material  tranf- 
alliens  of  this  feflion,  which  in  the  month   of  June 
was  clofed  as  ufual  with  a  fpeech  from  the  throne ; 
in  which  his  Majefty  fignified   his  hope,  that  the 
Parliament,  at  their  next  meeting,  would  be  able 
to  perfeft  what  they  had  now  begun  for  advancing 
the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  kingdom.     He  like- 
wife  exprefled  his  fatisfadion  at  feeing  publick  credit 
flourifh  at  the  end  of  an  expenfive  war ;  and  recom- 
mended unanimity  as  the  fureft  bulwark  of  nadooal 
lecurity 

^  XVI.  While  the  miniftry,  on  fome  occaftons, 
exhibited  all  the  external  (igns  of  moderation  and 
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good  humour ;  they,  on  others,  manifefted  a  fpirit  CHAP* 
of  jealoufy  and  relcnrment,  which  feems  to  have  ^• 
been  childiih  and  illiberal.  Two  or  three  young  '^"Jt^ 
riotous  ftudents  at  Oxford,  trained  up  in  prejudice, 
and  heated  with  intemperance,  uttered  fome  expref- 
lions,  over  their  cups,  implying  their  attachment  to 
the  family  of  the  Pretender.  The  report  of  this 
indifcretion  was  induftrioufly  circulated  by  certain 
worthlefs  individuals,  who,  having  no  reliance  oa 
their  own  intrinfick  merit,  hoped  to  diftinguilh 
themfelves  as  the  tools  of  party,  and  to  obtain  favour 
with  the  miniftry  by  a6ling  as  volunteers  in  the  in- 
famous pradtice  of  information.  Though  neither 
their  rank,  age,  nor  connexions  of  the  delinquents 
were  fuch  as  ought  to  have  attradled  the  notice  of 
the  publick^  the  Vice-Chanccllor,  heads  of  houfes 
and  pro6tors  of  the  univerfity,  knowing  the  invi- 
dious fcrutiny  to  which  their  condu6l  was  fubjefted, 
thought  proper  to  publifh  a  declaration,  lignifying 
their  abhorrence  of  all  feditious  practices,  their  de- 
termined refolution  to  punilh  all  offenders  to  the 
utmoll  fevcrity  and  rigour  of  the  ftatutcs ;  and  con- 
taining peremptory  orders  for  the  regulation  of  the 
univerfity.  Notwithflanding  thefe  wife  and  falutary 
precautions,  the  three  boys,  who  in  the  heat  of  their  ' 
intoxication,  had  drunk  the  Pretender's  health, 
were  taken  into  cuflody  by  a  mcfftnger  of  State ; 
and  two  of  them  being  tried  in  the  court  of  King's 
Bench,  and  found  guilty,  were  fentenced  to  w^k 
through  the  courts  of  Weflminfler,  with  afpecifica- 
tion  of  their  crime  fixed  to  their  foreheads  ;  to  pay 
a  fine  of  five  nobles  each  ;  to  be  imprifoned  for  two 
years,  and  find  fecurity  of  their  good  behaviour 
for  the  term  of  feven  years  aftef  their  enlargement. 
Many  people  thought  th^  faw  the  proceedings  of 
the  ftar-chamber  revived  in  the  feverity  of  this 
punifhment.  The  adminiflration,  not  yet  fatisfied 
with  the  vengeance  which  had  been  take  on  thefe 
three  flripplings,    feemed  determined  to  f^igmatice 
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BOOK  the  unlverfity  to  which  they  belonged.  The  cry  of 
y^^-j  Jacobitiftn  was  loudly  trumpeted  againft  the  whole 
^^4^  community.  The  addrefs  of  the  univcrfity,  congra- 
tulating his  Majefty  on  the  eflablifhmentof  the  peace 
was  rejedled  with  difdain,  and  an  attempt  was  made 
to  fubjedt  their  ilatutes  to  the  infpedion  of  the 
King's  council ;  but  this  rule,  being  argued  in  the 
court  of  King's-Bench,  was  difmilled,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  opinions  given  by  the  judges.  Finally, 
the  fame  tribunal  granted  an  information  againft 
Dr.  Purnel,  the  Vice-Chancellor,  for  his  behaviour 
in  the  cafe  of  the  rioters  above-mentioned  :  but  this 
was  countermanded  in  the  fequel,  his  conduiSl  ap- 
pearing unexceptionable  upon  a  more  cool  and  im- 
partial enquiry. 

§  XVII.  In  proporrion  as  Oxford  declined,  her 
iifter  univerfity  rofe  in  the  favour  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion,  which  fhe  at  this  period  cultivated  by  an  ex- 
traordinary mark  of  compliance  and  attachment. 
The  dignity  of  Chancellor  of  the  univerfity  being 
vacated  by  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Someifet,  the 
nation  in  general  feemed  to  think  it  woiJd  naturally 
devolve  upon  the  Prince  of  Wales,  as  a  compliment 
at  all  times  due  to  that  rank ;  but  more  e(pecially 
to  the  then  heir  apparent,  who  had  eminently  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  the  virtues  of  a  patriot  and  a 
Prince.  He  had  even  pleafed  himfelf  with  the  hope 
of  receiving  this  mark  of  attachment  from  a  feminary 
for  which  he  entertained  a  parricular  regard.  But 
the  ruling  members,  feeing  np  immediate  profpe6l 
of  advatUage  in  glorifying  even  a  Prince,  who  was^ 
.at  variance  with  the  miniftry,  wifely  turned  their 
eyes  upon  the  illuftrious  charafter  of  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle,  whom  they  eleded  without  oppofirioo, 
and  inftalled  with  great  magnificence;  learning, 
poetry,  and  eloquence,  joining  their  efforts  in  ce- 
lebrating the  Ihining  virtues  and  cxtraodinary  talents 
of  their  new  patron. 

;  s  XVIII. 
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^  XVIII.  Although  oppofition  lay  gafping  at  the  CHAP, 
feet  of  power  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  people  ^  ^'  ^ 
of  England  did  not  yet  implicitly  approve  all  the  17487 
mealbrcs  of  the  adminiftration  ;  and  the  dregs  of 
fa<aion,  {till  agitated  by  an  internal  ferment,  threw 
jip  fome  ineffectual  bubbles  in  different  parts  of  the 
Jcingdom.  Some  of  thofe  who  made  no  fecret  of 
their  difaffe<Sion  to  the  reigning  family  determined 
to  manifefl:  their  refentment  and  contempt  of  cer* 
tain  noblemen,  and  others,  who  were  faid  to  have 
abandoned  their  ancient  principles,  and  to  have 
facrified  their  confciences  to  their  intereft.  Many 
individuals,  animated  by  the  fumes  of  inebriation, 
jiow  loudly  extolled  that  caufe  which  they  durft  not 
avow  when  it  required  their  open  approbation  and 
affifiance ;  and,  though  they  induftrioufly  avoided 
.expofing  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  the  chance  of 
war  in  promoting  their  favourite  intereft  when  there 
was  a  poffibility  of  fuccefs,  they  betrayed  no  appre^- 
Jienfion  in  celebrating  the  memory  of  its  laft  effort, 
amidft  the  tumult  of  a  ri«t,  and  the  clamours  of 
intemperance.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Lichfield 
the  fportfmen  of  the  party  appeared  in  the  Highland 
tafte  of  variegated  drapery  ;  and  their  zeal  defcend- 
ing  to  a  very  extraordinary  exhibition  of  practical 
ridicule,  they  hunted,  with  hounds  clothed  in  plaid, 
a  fox  drefled  in  a  red  uniform.  Even  the  females 
at  their  aflembly,  and  the.  gentlemen  at  the  races, 
affe^ed  to  wear  the  checquered  fluff  by  which  the 
Prince  Pretender  and  his  followers  had  been  diftin* 
guifhed.  Divers  noblemen  on  the  courfe  were  in- 
I'ulted  as  apoftates ;  and  one  perfonage,  of  high 
rank,  is  faid  to  have  undergone  a  very  difagreeeble 
flagellation. 

^  XIX.  As  the  publick  generally  fuffers  at  the 
end  of  a  war,  by  the  fudden  difmiilion.of  a  great 
number  of  foldiers  and  feamen,  who  having  con- 
traded  a  habit  of  idlenefs,  and  finding  thjemfclvcf 
without  employment  and  the  means  of  fubfiftance. 
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BOOK  engage  in  dcfperatc  courfci,    and  prey  upon  the 
m-     community,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  provide  an 

^^"^4^  opening,  through  which  thefe  unquiet  fpnits  might 
exhale  without  damage  to  the  commonwealth.    The 
mod  natural  was  that  of   encouraging  them  to  be- 
come members  of  a  new  colony  in  North- America, 
which,    by    being  properly  regulated,    fupportcd, 
and  improved,  might  be  the  fource  of  great  advao* 
tages  to  its  mother  country.    Many  difputcs  had 
ariien  between  the  fubjedls  of  England  and  France, 
concerning  the  limits  of   Nova-Scotia,  which  no 
treaty  had  as  yet  properly  afcertaincd.    A  fort  had 
been  raifed,  and  a  fmall  garrifon  maintained,  by  the 
King  of  Great-Britain,  at  a  part  of  this  very  country, 
called   Annapolis-Royal,    to  over-awe  the  French 
neutrals  fettled  in  the  neighbourhood :   but  this  did 
not  anfwer  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  intended. 
Upon  every  rupture  or  difpute  between  the  two 
crowns,    thefe  planters,  forgetting  their  neutrality, 
intrigued  with  the  Indians,    communicated  intelli- 
gence to  their  own  countrjrmen,  fettled  at  St.  John  s 
and  Cape  Breton,  and  did  all  the  ill  offices  their 
hatred  could  fuggeft  againft  the  colonies  and  fubjefls 
of  Great-Britain.     A  fcheme  was  now  formed  for 
making  a  new  eftablifhment  on  the  fame  peninfula, 
which  (hould  further  confirm  and  extend  the  pro- 
perty and  dominion  of  the  Crown  of  Great- Britain 
in  that  large  tradl  of  country,   clear  the  uncultivated 
grounds,   conftitute  communities,  difiufe  the  bene- 
fits of  population  and  agriculture,  and  improve  the 
fifhery  of  that  coaft,  which  tpight  be  rendered  a  new 
fource  of   wealth  and  comiperce  to  Old  Englancl 
The  particulars  of  the  plan  being  d^ly  confidered 
it  was  laid  before  his  Majefiy,  who  approved  of  the 
defign,  and  referred  the  execution  of  it  to  the  board 
of  trade  and  plantations,    over  which  the  Earl  of 
Halhfax    prefided.      This    nobleman,    endued  by 
nature  with  an  excellent  capacity,  wbiph  had  been 
diligently  and  judicioufly  cultivated^  animated  with 
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liberal  fentknents,  and  fired  with  an  eager  fpirit  of  CH^P. 
patriotifm,  adopted  the  plan,  with  the  mod  gene-  ^  ^-  ^ 
rous  ardour,  and  cherifhed  the  infant  colony  with  17487 
paternal  afFedion.  The  commiffioners  for  trade 
and  plantations  immediately  advertifed,  under  the 
fanflion  of  his  Majefty*s  authority.  That  proper 
encouragement  would  be  given  to  fuch  of  the 
officers  and  private  men,  lately  difmifled  from  the 
land  and  Tea  fervice,  as  were  willing  to  fettle  with 
or  without  families,  in  the  province  of  Nova-Scoria  : 
That  the  fee-fimplc,  or  perpetual  property,  of  fifty 
acres  of  land  ihould  be  granted  to  ever  private 
Ibldier  or  feamen,  free  from  the  payment  of  any 
quit-rents  or  taxes,  for  the  term  of  ten  years ; 
at  the  expiration  of  which  no  perfon  ihould  pay 
more  than  one  {billing  per  annum  for  every  fifty 
acres  fo  granted :  That,  over  and  above  thefe  fifty, 
each  perfon  (hould  receive  a  grant  of  ten  acres  for  ^ 
every  individual,  including  women  and  children, 
of  which  his  family  fhould  confift:  That  further 
grants  (hould  be  made  to  them  as  the  niunber  fhould 
locreafe,  and  in  proportion  as  they  fhould  manifeft 
their  abilities  in  agriculture:  That  every  officer, 
under  the  rank  of  enfign  in  the  land-fervice,  or 
lieutenant  in  the  navy,  fhould  be  gratified  with  four- 
fcore  acres  on  the  fame  conditions :  That  two^  hun- 
dred acres  fhould  be  beftowed  upon  enfigns,  three 
hundred  upon  lieutenants,  four  hundred  upon  cap- 
tains, and  fix  hundred  on  every  officer  above  that 
degree,  with  proportionable  confiderations  for  the 
number  and  increafe  of  every  family  :  That  the  lands 
ihould  be  parcelled  out  as  foon  as  poflible  after  the 
arrival  of  the  colonifts,  and  a  civil  government 
eftablifhed :  by  virtue  of  which  they  fhould  enjoy 
all  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  Britifh  fubje^ib, 
with  proper  fecurity  and  protection :  That  the 
fettlers,  with  their  families,  fhould  be  conveyed  to 
Nova-Scotia,  and  maintained  for  twelve  months 
after  their  arrival  at  the  expence  of  the  government  ;^ 
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BOOK  which  {hould  alfo  fupply  therfe  with  ^rms  and  am- 
^  ^^l  ^  munition,  as  far  as  fhould  be  judged  neceflary  for 
^74^  their  defence,  with  proper  materials  and  utenfils  for 
clearing  and  cuhivating  their  lands,  ere<3ing  habi- 
tatiohs,  exercifing  the  fifhery,  ind  fuch  other  pur- 
pofes  as  (hould  be  judged  neceflary  for  their  fup- 
port. 

§  XXi  The  fchemc  was  fo  feafible,  and  the  en- 
coui'agement  fo  inviting,  that  in  a  little  time  about 
four  thoufand  adventurers,  with  their  families,  were 
toterdd,  according  to  the  ditetftions  of  the  board  of 
trade,  who  in  the  beginning  of  May  fet  fail  from 
England,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Cornwallis, 
whom  the  King  had  appointed  their  governor,  and 
towards  the  latter  end  of  June  arrived  at  the  place 
of  their  deftination,  which  was  the  harbour  of  Che- 
buftou,  on  the  fea-coaft  of  the  peninfula,  about 
midway  betu'een  Cape  Canceau  and  Cape  Sable. 
It  is  one  of  the  mofl:  fecure  and  commodious  havens 
in  the  whole  world,  and  well  fituated  for  the  fifhery : 
yet  the  climate  is  cold,  the  foil  barren,  and  the 
whole  country  covered  with  woods  of  birch,  fir, 
pine,  and  fomeoak,  unfit  for  the  pufpofes  of  timber; 
but  at  the  faniie  time  extremely  difficult  to  remove 
and  extirpate.  Governor  Cornwallis  no  fooner  ar- 
rived in  this  harbour  than  he  was  joined  by  two 
regiments  of  infantry  from  Cape  Breton,  and  a 
comp^lhy  of  rangers  from  Annapolis.  Then  he 
pitched  upon  a  fpot  for  the  fettlement,  and  employed 
his  people  in  clearing  the  ground  for  laying  the 
foundations  of  a  town ;  but  fome  inconveniences 
being  difcovered  in  this  fituation,  he  chofe  another 
to  the  northward,  hard  by  the  harbour,  on  an  eafy 
afcent,  commanding  a  ptofpedl  of  the  whole  penin- 
fula, and  well  fupplied  with  rivulets  of  frefli  and 
wholefome  water.  Here  he  began  to  build  a  town 
6n  a  regular  plan,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of 
Hallifax,  in  honour  of  the  nobleman  who  had  the 
greateft  fliare  in  founding  the  colony;  and  betbre 
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the  approach  of  winter  above  three  hundred  com- 
fortable wooden  houfes  were  built,  the  whole  fur- 
rounded  bv  a  ftrong  pallifade.  This  colony,  how-  ""7748? 
ever,  has  oy  no  means  anfwered  the  fanguine  ex- 
pe6tatibns  of  the  proje<5tors;  for  notwithftanding 
the  ardour  with  which  the  interefts  of  it  were  pro- 
moted by  its  noble  patron,  and  ^he  repeated  indul- 
gence it  has  reaped  from  the  bounty  of  the  legifla- 
ture,  the  inhabitants  have  made  little  or  no  progrefs 
in  agriculture  :  the  fifhery  is  altogether  negleSed, 
and  the  Settlement  entirely  fubfifts  on  the  fums 
expended  by  the  individuals  of  the  army  and  navy, 
whofe  duty  obliges  them  to  reiide  in  this  part  df 
North-America. 

^  XXL  The  eftabliftiment  of  fuch  a  powerful 
colony  in  Nova-Scotia,  could  not  fail  giving  um- 
brage to  the  French  in  that  neighbourhood,  who, 
though  they  did  not  think  proper  to  promulgate  their 
jealoufy  aftd  difguft,  ncverthelefs  employed  their 
emif&ries  clandestinely  in  Simulating  and  exciting 
the  Indians  to  harafs  the  colonifts  with  hoftilities, 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  fhould  efFe6tually  hinder  them 
from  extending  their  plantations,  and  perhaps  induce 
them  to  abandon  the  fettlement.  Nor  was  this  the 
only  part  of  America  in  which  the  French  Court 
countenanced  fuch  perfidious  pradtices.  More  than 
ever  convinced  of  the  importance  of  a  conliderablc 
navy,  and  an  extensive  plantation  trade,  they  not 
only  exerted  uncommon  induftry  in  re-eftabliihing 
theh*  marine,  which  had  fufFered  fo  feverely  during 
the  war ;  but  they  refolved,  if  poflible,  to  extend 
their  plantations,  in  the  Well-Indies,  by  fettling  the 
neutral  iflands,  which  w^  have  already  mentioned. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  governor  of  Bar- 
badoes,  having  received  intelligence  that  the  French 
had  begun  to  fettle  the  ifland  of  Tobago,  fent  Cap-  - 
tain  Tyrret  thither  in  a  frigate,  to  learn  the  parti- 
culars. That  officer  found  above  three  hundred 
men  already  landed,  fecured  by  two  batteries  and 
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BOO  K  two  fliips  of  war,  and  in  daily  expei^tion  of  a  fiir- 
.  ^^^'  J  ther  reinforcement  from  the  Marquis  de  Caylus, 
174^  governor  of  Martinique ;  who  had  publiftied  an  or- 
donnance,  authorifing  the  fubjc6ls  of  the  French 
King  to  fettle  the  ifland  of  Tobago,  and  promifing 
to  defend  them  from  the  attempts  of  all  their  ene- 
mies* This  affurance  was  in  anfwer  to  a  proclama- 
tion ifliied  by  Mr.  Grcnville,  governor  of  Barba- 
does,  and  ftuck  up  in  the  different  parts  of  the  ifland, 
commanding  all  the  inhabitants  to  remove,  in  thirty 
days,  on  pain  of  undergoing  military  execution. 
Captain  Tyrrel,  with  a  fpirit  that  became  a  Com- 
ttander  in  the  Britilh  navy,  gave  the  French  officers 
to  underftand,  that  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  had 
no  right  to  fettle  the  ifland,  which  was  declared  neu- 
tral by  treaties;  and  that,  if  they  would  not  defift 
he  ftiould  be  obliged  to  employ  force  in  driving 
them  from  their  new  fettlement.  Night  coming  on, 
and  Mr.  Tyrrel's  fliip  falling  to  leeward,  the  French 
Captains  feifed  that  opportunity  of  failing  to  Mar- 
tinique ;  and  next  day  the  EngUfli  Commander  re- 
turned to  Barbadoes,  having  no  power  to  comqiit 
hoftilities.  Thefe  tidings,  with  a  copy  of  the  French 
governors  ordoimance,  were  no  fooner  traiUmitted 
to  the  miniftry  than  they  difpatched  a  courier  to  the 
Englifli  Envoy  at  Paris,  with  directions  to  make  re^ 
prcfentations  to  the  court  of  Verfailles  on  this  fub- 
jedl.  The  miniftry  of  France,  knowing  they  wei?e 
in  no  condition  to  fupport  the  confequences  of  aa 
immediate  rupture,  and  underftanding  how  much 
the  merchants,  and  people  of  Great-Britain  were 
ularmed  and  incenfed  at  their  attempts  to  pofliels 
.thefc  iflands,  thought  proper  to  difown  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Marquis  de  Caylus,  and  to  grant  the 
iatisfa^iof)  that  was  demanded,  by  fending  him  or- 
ders to  difcontinue  the  fettlement,  and  evacuate  the 
ifland  of  Tobago.  At  the  fame  time,  however,  that 
;the  Court  of  V^erfailles  made  this  facrifice  for  the 
i4tisfe<^i»  of  En^l^ndi  the  Marquis  de  PtiyAeuj^ 
^  .  the 
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the  French  minifter,  obferved  to  the  EngHfh  refi- 
dent,  that  France  was  undoubtedly  in  poffeffion  of 
that  ifland  towards  the  middle  of  the  lad  century,  ^^^ 
He  ought  in  candour  to  have  added,  that  ahhough 
Louis  XIV.  made  a  conqueil  of  this  ifland  from 
the  Hollandera^  during  his  war  with  that  Republick^ 
it  was  reftored  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen, 
and  iince  that  time  France  could  not  have  the  leaib 
fhadow  of  a  claim  to  number  it  among  her  fettle* 
meats.  It  was  before  this  anfwer  could  be  obtained 
from  the  court  of  Verfaillcs  that  the  motion,  of 
wliich  we  have  already  taken  notice,  was  madein  the 
Houfeof  Commons,  relating  to  the  fubjedlof  the 
neutral  iflands ;,  a  motion  diicouraged  by  the  County 
and  defeated  by  the  majority. 

^  ]|OCIL  The  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  was  celc- 
bratCjd  by  fire-works,  illuminations,  and  rejoicings, 
in  which  the  Englifh,  French,  and  Dutch  feemed  to 
difplay  a  fpirit  of  emulation,  in  point  of  tafte  and 
magnificence;  and>  in  all  probability,  thefe  three 
Powers  were  fincerely  pleafed  at  the  ceflation  of  the 
war.  England  enjoyed  a  refpite  from  intolerable 
fupplies,  exorbitant  infurance,  and  interrupted  com- 
merce ;  Holland  was  delivered  from  the  brink  of  a 
.French  invafion  ;  and  France  had  obtained  a  breath- 
ing time  for  re-eftabli(hing  her  naval  power,  for 
exerting  that  fpirit  of  intrigue,  by  dint  of  which  (he 
bath  often  embroiled  her  neighbours,  and  for  exe- 
cuting plans  of  infenfible  encroachment,  which  might 
prove  more  advantageous  than  the  progrefs  of  open 
noftilities.  In  the  affair  of  Tobago  the  French  King 
had  manifefted  his  inclination  to  avoid  immediate 
difputes  with  England ;  and  had  exhibited  another 
proof  of  the  fame  difpofition  in  his  behaviour  to  the 
IMnce-Pretender,  who  had  excited  fuch  a  dangerous 
rebellion  to  the  ifland  of  Great-Britain. 

^  XXIII.  Among  thofe  Princes  and  Powers  who 
excepted  againfl    different  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
Ai?c4a-Chapclle,  the  Cbevaiier  de  St.  George,  fore- 
feeing 
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BOOK  feeing  that  none  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  would  re- 
^''^     ceivc  his  proteft,  employed  his  agents  to  fixjit  up  in 
^^4^ the  publick  places  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  ;  a  precaution 
of  very  little  fcrvice  to  his  caufe,  which  all  the  States 
of  Chrillendom  feemed  now  t'>  have  abandoned.     So 
little  was  the  intereft  of  his  family  confidered  in  this 
negociation,  that    the  contracting    Powers  agreed^ 
without  rcferv'e,  to  a  literal  infertion  of  the  fifth 
article  of  the  quadruple  alliance ;  by  which  it  was 
ihpulated,  that  neither  the  Pretender  not  any  of  his 
defcendants  (hould  be  allowed  to  refide  within  the 
territories  belonging  to  any  of  the  fubfcribing  par- 
ties.    At  the   fame    time   the   Plenipotentiaries  of 
France  promifed  to  thofe    of    Great-Britain,    that 
Prince    Charles-Edward    fhould     be     immediately 
obliged  to  quit  the  dominions  of  his  Moil  Chrif* 
tian  Majefty.     Notice    of    this  agreement  was  ac- 
cordijigly  given  by  the  Court  of^VerfaiHes  to  the 
young  Adventurer,  and  as  he  had  declared  he  would 
iiever  return  to  Italy,  Monf.  de  Courteille;  the  French 
Envoy  to  the  Cantons  o(  Switzerland,  was  dire6led 
by  his  Sovereign  to  demand  an  afylum   for  Prince 
Edward  in  the  city  of  Fribourg.      The   Regency 
having  complied  in  this  particular  with   the  earneft 
tcqucft  of  his  Mod  Chriftian  Majefty,  Mr.  Bamaby, 
the  Britifti  Minifter  to  the   Helvctitk  Body,   took 
the  alarm,  and  prefented  the  Magiftracy  of  Fribourg 
with  a  remonflrance,  couched  in  fuch  terms  as  gave 
offence  to  that  Regency,  and  drew  upon  him  a  fevcrc 
anfvver.     In  vain  had  the  French  King  exerted   his 
influence  in  procuring  this  retreat  for  the  young  Pre^ 
tender,  who,    being  prefled  with  repeated  meflages 
to  withdraw,  perfifted  in  refufing  to  quit  the  place, 
to  which  he  had  been  fo  cordially  invited  by  his 
eoufin  the  King  of  France,  and  where  he  &\d  that 
Monarch  had  folemnly  promifed,  on  the  word  of  a 
King,  that  he  would  never  forfake  him  in   his  dif- 
trefs,  nor  abandon  the  interefls  of  his  family.    Louis 
was  not  a  little  perplexed  at  this  obflinacy  of  PHdcc 
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Edward,  which  was  the  more  vexatious,  as  that  CHAP, 
youth  appeared  to  be  the  darling  of  the  Parilians ;  ^^  ^'  ^ 
who  not  only  admired  him  for  his  own  accomplifti- ^7!^^ 
ments,  and  pitied  him  for  his  fufFerings,  but  alfo 
revered  him,  as  a  young  hero  lineally  defcended 
from  their  renowned  Henry  the  Fourth.  At  length, 
the  two  Englifh  noblemen  arriving  at  Paris,  as  hoC- 
tages  for  the  performance  of  the  treaty,  and  feeing 
liim  appear  at  all  publick  places  of  diverfion,  cora-«- 
plained  of  this  circumftancc,  as  an  infult  to  their 
Sovereign,  and  an  infringement  of  the  treaty  fo 
lately  concluded.  The  French  King  after  fome  he- 
fitation  between  pun6lilio  and  convenience,  refolved 
to  employ  violence  upon  the  perfon  of  this  trouble- 
fome  flranger,  fince  milder  remonftrances  had  not 
been  able  to  influence  his  condu6l :  but  this  I'efolu- 
tion  was  not  taken  till  the  return  of  a  courier  whom 
be  difpatched  to  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George  ;  who, 
being  thus  informed  of  his  fon's  deportment,  wrote 
a  letter  to  him,  laying  firong  injunctions  upon  him, 
to  yield  to  the  neceflity  of  the  times,  and  acquiefcc 
with  a  good  grace  in  the  ftipulations  which  his  coufin 
of  France  had  found  it  neceflary  to  fubfcribe,  for 
the  intereft  of  his  realm.  Edward,  far  from  com* 
plying  with  this  advice  and  injunction,  fignified  his 
resolution  to  reniain  in  Paris ;  and  even  declared,  • 
that  he  would  piftol  any  man  who  (hould  prefufne  to 
ay  \nolent  hands  on  his  perfon.  In  confequence  of 
this  bold  declaration,  an  extraordinary  council  was 
held  at  Verfailles,  when  it  was  determined  to  arreft 
him  without  further  delay,  and  the  whole  plan  of 
this  enterprize  was  finally  adjufted.  That  fame 
evening,  the  Prince  entering  the  narrow  lane  that 
leads  to  the  Qpera,  the  barrier  was  immediately  ihut, 
and  the  ferjeant  of  the  guard  called  "To arms;**, 
on  which  Monfieur  de  Vaudrenil,  exempt  of  the 
French  guards,  advancing  to  Edward,  "Prince,  (faid 
*^  he,  )  I  arreft  you  in  the  Kings  name,  by  virtue  of 
"  this  order/*  At  that  inftant  the  youth  was  fur- 
rounded 
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BOOK  rounded  by  four  grenadiers,  in  order  to  prevent  any 
^  ^^^\  J  miichief  he  might  have  done  with  a  cafe  of  pockct- 
^74^  pifiols  which  he  always  carried  about  him  ;  and  a 
guard  was  placed  at  all  the  avenues  and  doors  of  the 
Opera-houfe^  left  any  tumult  fhould  have  enfued 
among  the  populace.  Thefe  precautions  being 
taken,  Vaudreuil,  with  an  efcort,  conducted  the 
prilbner  through  the  garden  of  the  Palais- Royal  to 
a  honfe  wh^ere  the  Duke  de  Biron  waited  with  a 
coach  and  fix  to  convey  him  to  the  caftle  of  Vin- 
cennes,  whither  he  was  immediately  accompanied  by 
a  detachment  from  the  regiment  of  French  guards, 
under  the  command  of  that  nobleman.  He  had  not 
remaned  above  three  days  in  his  confinement  when 
he  gave  the  French  miniilry  to  underftand,  that  he 
would  conform  himfelf  to  the  King's  intentions;* 
and  was  immediately  enlarged  upon  giving  his  word 
and  honour  that  he  would,  without  delay,  retire  from 
the  dominions  of  France.  Accordingly,  he  fet  out 
in  four  days  from  Fontainblea^,  attended  by  three 
officers  who  conduced  him  as  far  as  Font-Bauvo* 
iin  on  the  frontiers,  where  they  took  the  leave  of 
him,  and  returned  to  Verfailles.  He  proceeded  for 
fometime  in  the  road  toChamberri;  but  foon  re* 
turned  into  the  French  dominions,  and,  paffing 
through  Daupbine,  repaired  to  Avignon,  where' he 
was  received  with  extraordinary  honours  by  the 
Pope's  legate.  In  the  mean  time,  his  arreft  excited 
great  murmurings  at  Paris ;  the  inhabitants  blaming, 
without  fcruple,  their  King's  condud  in  this  infiance, 
as  a  fcandalous  tx-each  of  hofpitality,  as  well  as  a 
mean  proof  of  condefcenfion  to  the  King  of  £n^« 
land  ;  and  many  fevere  pafquinades,  relating  to  this 
tranfadlion,  were  fixed  up  in  the  moil  publick  places 
of  that  metropolis. 

§  XXIV.  Although  peace  was  now  re-eftablifhed 
among  the  princip^  Powers  of  the  continent,  y^ 
another  ftorm  feemed  ready  to  burft  upon  the 
Dorthcrp  parts  of  Europe,  in  a  freili  rupture  between 
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Ruffia  and  Sweden.    Whether  the  Czarina  had ac- char. 
tually  obtained  information  that  the  French  fefiion  y^v^ 
meditated  fome  revolution  of  government  at  Stock-    ij^ 
holm,  or  (he  wanted  a  pretence  for  annexing  Fin- 
land to  her  empire  ;  certain  it  is,  (he  afFefted  to  ap- 
prehend that  the  Prince-fucce(ftr  of  Sweden  waited 
only  for  the  deceafe  of  the  reigning  King,  who  was 
very  old  and  infirm,  to  change  the  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  refume  that  abfolute  authority  which  fome 
of  the  Monarchs,  his  predeceflbrs  had  enjoyed.    She 
feemed  to  think  that  a  Prince  thus  vefted  with  arbi- 
trary power,  and  guided  by  the  councils  of  France 
and  Rru(fia,  with  which  Sweden  had  lately  engage^ 
in  clofe  alliance,  might  become  a  very  troublefome 
and  dangerous  neighbour  to  her  in  the  Baltick  ; 
(he,    therefore,   recruited  her  armies,  repaired  her 
fortifications,  filled  her  magazines,  ordered  a  ftrong 
body  of  troops  to  advance  towards  the  frontiers  of 
Finland,  and  declared  in  plain  terms  to  the  Court  of 
Stockholm,  That  if  any  llep  (hould  betaken  to  alter 
the  government,  which  (he  had  bound  herfelf  by 
treaty  to  maintain,  her  troops  (hould  enter  the  ter- 
ritory of  Sweden,  and  (he  would  a<5l  up  to  the  fpirit 
of  her  engagements.     The  Swedifh  miniftry,  alarmed 
at  thcfe  peremptory  proceedings,    had  recourfe  to 
their  allies ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  made  repeated 
declarations  to  the  Court  of  Peter{burgh,  That  there 
was  no  defign  to  make  the  leaft  innovation  in  the 
nature  of  their  eftabliihed  government :  but  little  or 
no  regard  being  paid  to  thefe  reprefentations,  they 
began  to  put  the  kingdom  in  a  pofture  of  defence ; 
and  the  old  King  gave  the  Czarina  to  underAand, 
That  if,  notwithftanding  the  fatisfatSHon  he   had  of- 
feredy  her  forces  (hould  pafs  the  frontiers  of  Fin- 
landy  he  would  confider  their  march  as  an  hoftile 
invafion,  and  employ  the  means  which  God  had  put 
in  his  power  for  the  defence  of  his  dominions. 

^  XXV.  This  declaration,  in  all  probability,  di^ 
not  produce  fuch  effect  as  the  interpofition  of  hi| 
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BOOKPruflian  Majefty,  the  moft  cntcrprizidg  Piincc  of 
l^  his  time,  at  the  head  of  one  hundred  and  forty  thou- 

^^•"JJ^^  fand  of  the  bed  troops  that  Germany  ever  trained. 
Perhaps  he  was  not  forry  that  the  emprefs  of  Muf- 
covy  furnifhcd  him  with  a  plaufible  pretence  for 
maintaining  fuch  a  formidable  army,  after  the  peace 
pf  Europe  had  been  afcertained  by  a  formal  treaty, 
and  all  the  furrounding  States  had  diminifhed  tbf 
number  of  their  forces.  He  now  wrote  a  letter  to 
his  uncle  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  complaining  of 
the  infults  and  menaces  which  had  been  offered  by 
the  Czarina  to  Sweden  ;  declaring,  that  he  was  boupd 
by  adefenlive  alliance,  to  which  France  had  acced^^ 
to  defend  the  government  at  prefent  eftablifbed  in 
Sweden  ;  and  that  he  would  not  fit  dill,  and  tan;ely 
fee  that  kingdom  attacked  by  any  power  whatfoe^cr 
without  acting  up  to  his  engagements :  he  thenefqce 
entreated  his  Britannick  Majefty  to  interpofq  bis 
good  offices,  in  conjun<3ion  with  France  and  him, 
to  compromife  the  difputes  which  threatened  to  em- 
broil the  northern  parts  of  Europe.  By  this  tiro^ 
the  Ruffian  army  had  approached  the  frontiers  of 
Finland  :  the  Swedes  had  allembled  their  troops,  re* 
plenilhed  their  magazines,' and  repaired  their  marine; 
;ind  the  King  of  Denmark,  jealpus  of  the  Czarina's 
defigns  with  regard  to  the  duchy  of  Slefwick,  which 
was  contefted  with  him  by  the  Frince-fucceflbr  of 
Ruffia,  kept  his  army  and  navy  on  the  moft  re- 
fpedtable  footing.  At  this  critical  jundlure  tbp 
Courts  of  London,  Verfailles,  and  Berlin  co-operated 
fo  effedually  by  remooftrances  and  declarations  at 
Peterft)urgh  and  Stockholm,  that  the  Emprefs  oi 
"Ruffia  thought  proper  to  own  herfelf  fatisfied,  and 
all  thofe  clouds  of  trouble  were  immediately  dif- 
perfed.  Yet,  in  aVl  probability,  her  real  aim  wc^ 
difappointed  ;  and,  however  flie  might  diflemble  bar 
fentiments,  ftie  never  heartily  forgave  the  King  of 
Pruffia  for  the  (hare  he  had  in  this  tranfadlion.  That 
Monarchy  without  relaxing  in  his  attention  to  thtc 
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fupport  of  a  very  formidable  military  power,  exerted  CH  A  P. 
very  extraordinary  eqdeavours  in  cultivating  the  civil  ,^    I-    , 
interefts  of  his  country.     He  reformed   the  laws  of  ^^4^, 
Brandepburgh,    and  reicued  the  adminiflration  of 
juiiice  from  the  frauds  of  chicanery.    He  encou- 
raged the  arts  of  agricultiue  and  manufa<5lure ;  and 
even  laid  the  foundation  of   naval  commerce,  by 
eftabliihing  an  Eaft-India  company  in  the  port  of 
Embden. 

^  XXVL  Nor  did  the  French  miniftry  negled 
any  meafure  that  might  contribute  to  repair  the  da- 
mage which  the  kingdom  had  fuilained  in  the  courie 
oftn^w^.  One  half  of  the  army  was  difbanded: 
the  ievere  impoiition  of  the  tenth  penny  was  fuf- 
pendcd  by  the  King's  edid :  a  fcheme  of  oeconcmiy 
was  propoCed,  with  refpe<ft  to  the  finances ;  and  the 
utmo/t  diligence  ufed  in  procuring  materials,  as  well 
as  workmen,  for  (hip-building,  that  the  navy  of 
France  might  fpeedily  ictrieve  its  former  impor- 
tance. In  the  midft  of  thefe  truly  patriotick 
fchemes,  the  Court  of  Verfaillcs  betrayed  a  littleneG 
of  geniuS)  and  fpirit  of  tyranny,  joined  to  &na- 
ticifm,  in  quarrelling  with  their  Parliament  about 
fuperiUtious  forms  of  religion.  The  facraments  had 
been  denied  to  a  certain  perfon  on  his  death  bed^ 
becaufe  he  refufed  to  fubfcribe  to  the  bull  Unige- 
nitus.  The  nephew  of  the  defunil  preferred  a  com- 
plaint to  the  Parliament,  whofe  province  it  was  to 
take  cognizance  of  the  affair ;  a  deputation  of  tliat 
body  attended  the  King  with  the  report  of  the  refo- 
lutions ;  and  his  Majefiy  commanded  them  to  fufpend 
all  proceeding$  relating  to  a  matter  of  fuch  confe- 
quence,  concerning  which  he  would  take  an  oppor- 
tunity of  fignifying  his  royal  pleafure.  This  mter- 
pofition  was  the  fource  of  difputes  between  the 
Crown  and  Parliament,  which  had  like  to  have  filled 
^he  whole  kingdom  with  inteftine  troubles. 

§  XXVII.  At  Vienna  the  Emprefs-Queen  was 

not  more  foUicitous  in  promoting  the  trade  and  in- 
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BOOK  tcmal  manufaftures  of  her  dominions,  by  fumptuary 
III.     regulations,  ncceflary  rdlridtions  on  foreign  fupcr- 

^T^^^  fluities,  by  opening  her  ports  in  the  Adriatick,  and 
giving  proper  encouragement  to  commerce,  than  (he 
was  careful  and  provident  in  reforming  the  oeconomy 
of  her  finances,  maintaining  a  rcfpedlable  body  rf 
forces,  and  guarding,  by  defenfive  alliances,  againft 
the  enterprizes  of  his  Pruffian  Majefty,  on  whofe 
military  power  fhe  looked  with  jealoufy  and  difiruft. 
In  Holland,  all  the  authority  and  influence  of  the 
Stadtholderwere  fcarcely  fufficient  to  allay  the  fer- 
ments excited  among  the  people,  by  the  provifional 
taxation  which  had  fucceeded  the  abolition  of  the 
patchters,  and  was  indeed  very  grievous  to  the  fub- 
je6t.  As  this  was  no  more  than  a  temporary  cxpe* 
dient,  the  Prince  of  Orange  propofed  a  more  equi- 
table plan,  which  was  approved  by  the  States,  and 
cftablifhed  with  great  difficulty.  In  Italy  the  fyftem 
of  politicks  feemed  to  change  its  complexion.  The 
King  of  Sardinia  effedcd  a  match  between  one  of 
the  Infantas  of  Spain  and  the  Prince  of  Piedmont ; 
and  whetherirritated  by  the  conduct  of  the  Auftrians 
in  the  lad  war,  or  apprehenfive  of  fuch  a  powerful 
neighbour  in  tKe  Milanefe,  he  engaged  with  the 
Kings  of  France  and  Spain  in  a  defenfive  alliance^ 
comprehending  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicihes,  the 
Republick  of  Genoa,  and  the  Dukes  of  Modena  and 
Parma.  His  Moft  Gatholick  Majefty,  fincerely  dif- 
pofed  to  cultivate  the  arts  of  peace,  and  encourage 
every  meafure  that  could  contribute  to  the  advantage 
of  his  country,  was  no  fooner  releafed  from  the  em- 
barraflSnentsofwar,  than  he  began  to  execute  plans 
of  internal  ceconomy ;  to  reduce  unneceflfary  pcn-r 
fions,  difcharge  the  debts  contracted  in  the  war,  re- 
plenifh  his  arfenals,  augment  his  navy,  promote 
manufactures,  and  encourage  an  a^ive  commerce 
by  fea,  the  benefits  of  which  th^  kingdom  of  Spain 
had  not  known  fince  the  firft  difcovery  and  conqueft 
of  the  Weft-Indies. 
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^  XXVIII.  The  preparations  for  refitting  and  CHAR 
increafing  the  navy  of  Spain  were  carried  on  with  y}\^ 
fuch  extraordinary  vigour,  that  other  nations  behev-  ^^4^ 
ed  an  expedition  was  intended  ag^nft  the  cor&irs  of 
Algiers,  who  had  for  fome  time  grievoufly  infefted 
the  trsule  and  coafis  of  the  M^iterranean.  The 
eidftence  of  this  and  other  predatory  rcpublicks, 
which  entirely  fubiift  upon  piracy  and  rapine,  petty 
States  of  barbarous  ruffians,  maintained  as  it  were 
in  the  midft  of  powerful  nations,  which  they  infulc 
widi  impunity,  and  of  which  they  even  exad  an 
annual  contribution,  is  a  flagrant  reproach  upon 
Cbriftendom;  a  reproach  the  greater,  as  it  is  founded 
upon  a  low,  felfiih,  iUiberal  maxim  of  policy.  All 
the  Powers  that  border  on  the  Mediterranean,  ex- 
cept France  and  Tufcany,  are  at  perpetual  war  with 
the  Moors  of  Barbary,  and  for  tnat  reafon  obliged 
to  employ  foreign  (hips  for  the  tranfpoitation  of  their 
merchandize.  This  employment  naturally  devolves 
to  thofe  nations,  whofe  veilels  are  in  no  danger  from 
the  depredations  of  the  barbarians  ;  namely,  the  fub- 
je6ts  of  the  Msuitime  Powers,  who  for  this  puny 
advantage,  not  only  tolerate  the  pirarical  States  q£ 
Barbary,  but  even  fupply  them  with  arms  and  am- 
munition, folicit  their  pailes,  and  purchafe  their 
forbearance  with  annual  prefents,  which  are,  in  in  ef- 
kA  equivalent  to  a  tribute :  whereas,  by  one  vigo- 
itnis  exertion  of  their  power,  they  might  deftroy  all 
their  ihips,  lay  their  towns  in  afhes,  and  totally  ex- 
tirpate thofe  pernicious  broods  of  defperate  banditti. 
Even  all  the  condefcenfion  of  thofe  who  difgrace 
themfelves  with  the  title  of  allies  to  thefe  mifcreants 
is  not  always  fufficient  to  reftrain  them  from  a6ts  of 
cruelty  and  rapine.  At  this  very  period  four  cruizers 
from  Algiers,  made  a  capture  of  an  Englifh  packet  - 
'boat,  in  her  voyage  from  Lifbon,  and  conveyed  her 
^»  their  city,  where  ibe  was  plundered  of  money 
andefiedsto  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thoufand 
pounds^  and  afterwards  diOniiTed.     In  confcquence 
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B  O  O  K  of  this  outrage,  Commodore  Kcppcl  was  fent  with 
UL^  feven  ihips  of  war  to  demand  {atisfedlion,  as  wcH  as 

^^4^  to  compromifc  certain  differences  which  had  arifcn 
on  account  of  arrears  claimed  of  the  EngUfh  by  the 
Dey  of  Algiers.  The  Muflulman  frankly  owned, 
that  the  money  having  been  divided  among  the  cap- 
tors could  not  poffibly  be  refunded.  The  Com- 
niodore  returned  to  Gibraltar;  and  in  the  fequd, 
an  Algerine  Afnbafllidor  arrived  in  London,  with 
fofne  prefcnts  of  wild  beads  for  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jefty.  This  tranfa6lion  was  fucceeded  by  another 
injurious  affront  offered  by  the  Governor  or  Alcaydc 
of  Tetuan  to  Mr.  Latton,  an  Englifh  Ambaflador, 
fent  thitherto  redeem  the  Britifh  fubjedi^s,  vrho  had 
been  many  years  enflaved  in  the  dominions  of  the 
King  of  Morocco.  A  revolution  having  lately  hap- 
pened in  thb  empire,  Muley  Abdallah,  the  reigning 
ruffian,  infiflcd  upon  the  Ambaflador's  paying  a  pre- 
tended balance  tor  the  ranfom  of  the  captives,  at 
well  as  depoiiting  a  confiderable  fum,  which  had  al- 
ready been  paid  to  a  deceafed  Baihaw ;  alledgiog, 
that  as  be  (the  Emperor)  received  no  part  of  it,  the 
payment  was  illegal.  Mr.  Latton  refiifing  to  com- 
ply with  this  arbitrary  demand,  his  houfe  was  fur- 
rounded  by  a  detachment  of  foldicrs,  who  violendy 
dragged  his  fccretary  from  his  prefence,  and  threw 
him  into  a  difmal  fubterranean  dungeon,  where  he 
continued  twenty  days.  The  Englifli  flaves,  to  the 
number  of  twenty- feven,  where  condemned  to  the 
fame  fate :  the  Ambaflador  himfelf  was  degraded 
from  his  charadler,  deprived  of  his  allowance,  and 
fequeftered  from  all  communication.  All  the  letters 
directed  to  him  were  intercepted,  and  interpreted  to 
the  Alcayde  :  two  negro  porters  were  intrufled  with 
the  keys  of  all  his  apartments,  and  a  couple  of  fol- 
diers  pofled  at  his  chamber-door ;  nay,  this  Mooriffe 
Grovernor  theatened  to  load  him  with  irons,  and  vio- 
'  lently  feized  part  of  the  prefenc  defigned  by  his 
Britannick  Miijefty  for  the  Emperor.    At  length, 
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'finding  that  neither  Mr,  Latton  nor  the  Governor  of  CHAP. 
Gibraltar,  to  whom  he  had  written,  would  depofit  ^    ^' 
the  money^Jwithout  frefh  inflrucftions  from  the  Court    i74i7 
of  London,  the  barbarian  thought  proper  to  relax 
in  his  feverity  :  theprifoners  were  enlarged,  the  re- 
ftridtions  removed   from  the  perfon  of  the  Ambafla- 
dor,    and,  after  all  thefe  indignities  offered  to  the 
honourof  the  Britifh  nation,  the  balance  was  paid, 
and  the  aflfkir  quietly  adjufted. 

^  XXIX.  Britain,  in  the  mean  while,  was  altoge- 
ther barren  of  events  which  might  deferve  a  place 
in  a  general  hiftory.  Commerce  and  manufadbire 
floorilhed  again,  to  fuch  a  degree  of  increafe  as  had 
never  been  known  in  the  ifland  :  but  this  advantage 
was  attended  with  an  irrefiftiblc  ride  of  luxury  and 
cxccfs,  which  flowed  through  all  degrees  of  the 
people,  breaking  down  all  the  mounds  of  civil 
policy,  and  opening  a  way  for  licence  and  immo- 
rality. The  highways  were  infeftcd  with  rapine  and 
ailaffinarion ;  the  ciries  teemed  with  the  brutal  vota- 
ries of  lewdnefs,  intemperance,  and  profligacy. 
The  whole  land  was  overfpread  with  a  fucceflion  of 
tumult,  riot,  and  infurreftion,  excited  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom  by  the  eredlion  of  new  turn- 
pikes, which  the  legiflature  judged  neceflaiy  for  the 
convenience  of  inland  carriage.  In  order  to  quell 
thefe  diflurbanceB,  recourfe  was  had  to  the  military 
power;  feveral  individuals  were  flain,  and  fomc 
were  executed  as  examples. 

&XXX. In  the  month  of  November  the  feffion 
of  Parliament  was  opened  with  a  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  in  which  his  Majefly  exprefled  a  particular 
pleafure  in  meering  them  at  a  time  when  the  perfe<2 
re-efiablifhment  of  a  general  peace  had  reflored  to 
bis  people  the  bleflings  of  quiet  and  tranquillity. 
He  laid,  the  good  efFe<5s  of  thefe  already  appeared 
in  the  flourifhing  condirion  of  national  commerce, 
and  in  the  rife  of  publick  credit,  which  were  the  foun* 
4ations  of  flrength  and  profperity  to  thefe  kingdoms* 

T  '2  He 


Digitized 


by  Google 


276  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND^ 

BOOK  He  declared,  That^  during  the  ^fumcner>  he  had 
^  ^^^'  J  ufed  every  oportunity  of  cementing  and  fecuring 
1748.  the  peace ;  That  it  was  his  firm  refolution  to  do 
every  thing  in  his  power  for  the  prefervation  of  it, 
and  religioufly  adhere  to  the  engagements  into 
which  he  had  entered.  Finally,  he  took  notice  of 
the  good  difpofition  he  had  found  in  the  other  con* 
trailing  parties  in  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-ChapeUe  to 
cherifti  the  publick  tranquillity  of  Eurcme  ;  and  he 
eamefily  recommended  to  the  two  Houfes  die 
maintenance  of  a  ilrong  naval  power,  as  the  bulwark 
of  national  fecurity. 

^  XXXI.  When  the  motion  was  made  for  an 

addrefs  of  thanks  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the 

firil  paragraph  of  his  Majeftv's  fpeech  fumiihed  the 

oppofition  with  a  handle  to  declaim  agaii^  the  late 

treaty.     Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton  oUerved,    That 

the  peac^  coiUd  not  be  properly  ftiled  complete,  as 

nothing  had  been  flipulated   with  refpe£t  to  the 

article  of  "  no  fearch  ;*'  alluding  to  the  interruption 

our  commerce  had  fuflained  from  the  Spaniards  in 

the  Weft-Indies  :  a  ftipulation,  without  which  both 

Houfes  of  Parliament  had  formerly  voted  that  there 

ihould  be  no  peace   with  that  kingdom.     In  the 

An.  i749.prefcnt  conjuncture  of    affairs,   fuch  an  objection 

lavoured  rather  of  party  than  of  patriotifm;  and 

indeed  Sir  John  declared,  that  the  renuurks  be  made 

upon  the  occaiion  were  rather  in  difcharge  of  the 

duty  he  owed  to  his  country,  than  in  hope  of  feeing 

his  fentiments    efpoufed   by  the  Majority.     Some 

fharp  altercation  was  ufed  in  the  debate  which  arofe 

on  this  fubjeft ;  and  many  fevere  invedtives  were 

levelled  at  tbofe  who  negociated,  as  well  as  at  thofe 

who  approved  and  confirmed  the  treaty.    But  Mr. 

Pelham  who  fuflained  the  whole   weight  of    the 

debate  on  the  fide  of  Adminiflration,  antwered  every 

objedlion  with  equal  candour  and  ability  ^  and  if  he 

failed  in  proving  that  the  terms  of  peate  wereas 

favourable  as  oould  be  expeded,  confidering   the 
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unfortunate  events  of  the  war,  and  the  fituation  ofCHAP. 
tlic   contending  powers ;  he  at  lead  detnonftratcd,  ^  ^'  ^ 
that  it  would  be  the  intercft  of  the  kingdom  to     174^ 
acquiefce  for  the  prefent  in  the  treaty  which  had 
been  concluded,  and  endeavour  to  remedy  its  im- 
perfe6tions   by  fubfequent    conventions,    amicably 
opened   among    thofe  powers  between  whom  any 
caufe  of  difpute  remainedl     With  refpedl  to  the  vote 
of  both  Houfes,  mentioned  by  Sir  John    Hynde 
Cotton,  he  declared  that  he  had  never  approved  of 
that  iiep,  when  it  was  firfl   taken ;  or,  if  he   had, 
times  and  circumftances,  which  could  not  be  fore- 
&en,  would  have  juftified  his  deviating  from  it  in 
the  re-eftablifhment  of  peace.     He  reminded  them, 
that  a  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  had  once  voted 
**  no  peace  vAiyh^  any  part  of  the  Well- Indies  (hould 
remain  in  poileifion  oiF  the  Spanifh   King  ;*'  yet  a 
train  of  incidents,  which  they  could   not  poflibly 
fbrefee,   afterwards  rendered  it  expedient  to  adopt 
a  peace,  without  infixing  upon  the  accomplifhment 
of  that  condition.    In  a  word,  we  muft  own,  that, 
in  the  majority  of  debates  excited  in  the  courfe  of 
this  feffion,  the  miniftry  derived  their  trumphs  from 
the  force  of  reaibn,  as  well  as  from  the  weight  of 
influence.     We  (hall  always,  however,  except  the 
efibrts  diat  were  made  for  reducing  the  number  of 
land-forces  to  fifreen  thoufand,  and  maintaining  a 
greater  number  of  feamen  than  the  miniflry  pro- 
pofed.    On  thefe  conflitutional  points  the  Earl  of 
Egmont,  and  the  other  chiefs  of  the  oppofition,  ex- 
patiated with  all  the  energy  of  eloquence  ;  which, 
nowcvcr,  was  firuftrated  by  the  power  of  fuperior 
numbers.    Ten    thoufand  feamen  were  voted  for 
the  fcrvice  of  the  enfuing  year,  notwithftanding  his 
Majefty*s  injundion    to    maintain    a  confiderable 
navy^  and  the  number  of  land-forces  was  continued 
at  eighteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-fcven. 
The  fums  granted  for  making  good  his  Maje(ly*s 
engagements    with  the    £le<Stors    of    Bavaria  and 
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BOOK  Mentz,  and  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  Wolfenbuttcl, 
w!ll^  amounted  to  fifty-three  thoufand  two  hundred  ind 
1749.  twenty-five  pounds  fterling.  The  fervices  done  by 
the  colonies  in  North -America,  during  the  war, 
were  gratified  with  the  fum  of  one  hundred  twenty- 
two  thoufand  two  hundred  forty-fix  pounds.  The 
expencc  incurred  by  the  new  colony  of  Nova-Scotia 
exceeded  feventy-fix  thoufand  pounds.  A  fmall 
fum  was  voted  for  the  improvement  of  Georgia; 
and  ten  thoufand  pounds  were  granted  towards  the 
fupport  of  the  Britifh  forts  and  fettlements  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa.  The  fum  total  granted  in  this 
feflion  arofe  to  four  millions  one  hundred  forty-one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  fixty-one  pounds,  nine  (hil- 
lings and  eleven  pence  half-penny,  to  be  raifed  by 
the  land-tax,  at  three  fhiUings  in  the  pound ;  the 
malt,  and  other  duties,  the  furplus  of  divers  impo- 
iitions  I'emaining  in  the  Bank  and  Exchequer ;  one 
million  by  annuities^  at  three  per  cent,  charged  on 
the  finking-fund,  until  redeemed  by  Parliament ; 
and  nine  hundred  thoufand  pounds  out  of  the  ex- 
cels or  overplus  of  monies  denominated  the  finking 
fund. 

§  XXXII.  But  Jthe  capital  meafure  which  difiin- 
guifhed  this  fefiiion  of  parliament  was  the  redudion 
©f  the  intereft  on  the  publick  funds  ;  a  fcheme  which 
was  planned  and  executed  by  the  minifl:er,  without 
any  national  difturbancc  or  difquiet,  to  the  aftoniA- 
ment  of  all  Europe  ;  the  different  nations  of  which 
could  not  compreherKi  how  it  would  be  poffible  for 
the  government,  at  the  clofe  of  a  long  and  expenfive 
war,  which  had  fo  confiderably  drained  the  country, 
and  augmented  the  enormous  burthen  of  national 
debt,  to  find  money  for  paying  off  fuch  of  the  pub- 
lick  creditors  as  might  choofc  to  receive  the  prin- 
cipal, rather  than  fubmit  to  a  redu6lion  ot  the 
interefl.  It  was  not  very  much  for  the  honour  of 
the  oppofition,  that  fome  of  its  leading  mcmbcn 
endeavoiured  to  impede  this  great  machine  of  civil 
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fleconomy,  by  taking ,  opportunities  of  affirming  in  CHAP. 
Parliament,  in  oppolition  to  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  ^^  ^'  ^ 
that  the  nation,  far  from  being  in  a  flourilhing  con-  1^4^ 
dition,  was  almoft  entirely  exhaufted ;  that  com- 
merce drooped  and  declined;  that  publick  credit 
ftood  tottering  on  the  brink  of  ruin ;  and  that  all 
the  treaties  lately  concluded  iamong  the  different 
powers  of  Europe  were,  in  efFedl,  difadvantageous 
and  prejudicial  to  the  interefts  of  Great-Britain. 
In  anfwcr  to  thefe  afFertions,  Mr.  Pelham  undertook 
to  prove,  from  the  regiftcr  of  exports  and  imports, 
that  the  commerce  of  the  kingdom  was  more  exten- 
five  at  this  than  at  any  former  period  ;  and  that  the 
publick  credit  was  ftrong  enough  to  admit  of  an 
experiment,  which  he  would  not  prefume  to  hazard, 
except  upon  a  moral  certainty  of  its  being  firmly 
footed,  beyond  the  power  of  accident  and  fa6lion  to 
(hake  or  overturn.  He  declared,  that  his  defign  of 
reducing  the  intereft  upon  the  funds  was  the  refult 
of  the  love  he  bore  his  country,  and  an  opinion  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  fcrvants  of  the  crown  to  eafe 
the  burthens  of  the  people.  He  faid,  he  had  con- 
ferred on  this  fubjetSl  with  perfons  of  the  mod  ap- 
proved knowledge,  and  undoubted  experience ;  and 
chofe  to  promulgate  the  method  propofed  for  alle- 
viating the  load  of  the  national  debt,  that  the 
publick,  in  knowing  the  particulars  of  the  fcheme, 
might  have  time  to  conuder  them  at  leifure,  and 
ftart  fuch  objeftions  as  fhould  concur  to  their  re- 
flexion, before  it  might  be  too  late  to  adopt  amend- 
ments. He  obferved,  that  nothing  could  more 
clearly  demonftratc  the  vigour  of  publick  credit, 
and  the  augmentation  of  national  commerce,  thaa 
the  price  of  flock,  'which  had  within  three  years 
rifen  to  a  very  confiderable  increafe ;  and  the  duties 
on  imports,  which  in  nine  months  had  added  one 
million  to  the  finking- fund,  notwithflanding  a  very 
extraordinary  fum  which  had  been  paid  as  bounties 
fof  exported  corn.     He  cxpreficd  great  tendernefs 
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BOOK  and  regard  for  the  interefts  of  thofe  who  had  ad* 
in.      vanced  their  money  for  the  fervicc  of  the  govcm- 

^"^i^fi^  ment;  declaring^  that  his  aim  was  to  contrive  a 
fair,  honeft^  and  equitable  method  for  leilening  the 
national  incumbrances,  by  lowering  the  intcftfi, 
conformable  to  parliamentary  faith,  and  agreeable 
to  the  rules  of  eternal  juflice.  His  plan  was  ac- . 
cordingly  communicated,  canvafTed,  and  approved 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  an  ad  paficd  for 
reducing  the  intereft  of  the  funds  which  conflitute 
the  national  debt.*  In  purfuance  of  this  a6l,  for  the 
redudion  of  the  intereft,  the  greater  part  of  the 
creditors  complied  with  the  terms  ipropo£t6,  and 
fubfcribed  their  refpedlive  annuities  before  the  end 
of  February ;  but  the  three  great  companies  at  fitft 

*  The  resolutions  of  the  Commons  on  this  head  were  printed  by 
«tith«ritv  in  the  London  Gazette,  signifying,  That  those  who  were 
6r  should  be,  proprietors  of  any  part  of  the  publick  debt,  redeem- 
able bv  Uw,  incurred  before  Micnaelmas,  in  the  year  one  tboosand 
seven  nundred  and  forty-nine,  carryins  an  interest  of  four  per  centum 
per  annum,  who  should,  on  or  before  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
February  in  that  year,  subscribe  their  names,  signifying  their  con- 
sent to  accept  of  an  interest  of  three  pounds  per  centum,  to  com- 
mence  frpm  the  twent3r-(illh  day  of  December,  m  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  fif^y-seven,  subject  to  the  same  prorinons, 
notices,  and  clauses  of  redemption^  to  which  thdr  romctive  sums  at 
four  per  centum  were  then  liable,  should,  in  lien  of  tncir  present  in- 
terest, be  tntitled  to  four  per  centum  till  the  twenty-fifth  Jay  of  De- 
cember in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty;  and  after 
that  day,  to  three  nounds  ten  shillings  per  centum  per  annum,  till  the 
twent)*-fifth  day  oi  December,  one  tnausand  seven  hurulred  and  fifhr- 
seven;  and  no  part  of  that  debt,  except  what  was  due  to  the 
East-India  Company,  should  be  ^deemaUe  to  this  period:  That 
if  any  part  of  the  national  debt,  incurred  before  last  Michaelmas^ 
rcdeeroaole  by  law,  and  carrying  an  interest  of  four  per  centum, 
should  remain  unsubscribed  on  or  before  the  thirtieth  nay  of  May, 
the  government  should  pay  off  the  principal.  For  this  purpose  his 
Majesty  was  enabled  to  oorrow  of  any  person  or  persons,  bodies 
politick  or  corporate,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  that 
part  of  the  national  debt  which  might  remain  unsubscribed,  to  be 
charged  on  the  sinking-ftind,  upon  any  terms  not  exceeding  tlie  rate  of 
interest  in  the  foregoing  proposal. 

All  the  duties  appropriated  to  the  pa3nnent  of  the  interest  were  still 
continual,  and  the  surplus  of  these  incoporrated  with  the  sinking-fund 
for  the  discharge  of  the  principal.  Books  were  opened  for  the  sub- 
scription at  the  Exchequer,  the  Bank  of  England,  and  the  South-Sea 
house ;  and  copies  of  these  resolutions  transmitted,  to  the  directors  of 
all  the  monied  corporations. 
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kept  aloof,  and  rcfufed  to  fubfcribc  any  part  of  their  CHAP* 
capital.  •    ^.    ^  I  ^ 

§  XXXIII.  About  the  niiddlc  of  March  the  aTitIo. 
Commons  ordered  the  proper  officers  to  lay  before  ' 
them  an  account  of  the  fums  which  had  been  fub- 
fcribed,  and  thcfc  were  taken  into  confiderarion  by 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe.  It  was  then  that 
Mr.  Pelham,  as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
obferved.  That  befides  the  debts  due  to  the  three 
great  companies  in  their  corporate  capacity,  all  the 
reft,  carrymg  four  per  centum  intereft,  had  been 
fubfcribed,  except  about  eight  or  nine  millions,  the 
proprietors  of  wnich  had  forfeited  the  favour  de- 
figned  them  by  Parliament:  but  as  many  of  thefe 
had  been  milled  by  evil  counfellors,  who  perhaps 
were  more  intent  on  diftreffing  the  government, 
than  foHcitous  to  ferve  their  friends ;  and  as  many 
were  foreigners,  refiding  beyond  fea,  who  had  not 
time  to  take  proper  advice,  and  give  the  neceflary 
inftru<Slions ;  and  as  thefe  could  not  poffibly  be 
diftinguilhed  from  fuch  as  refufed  to  fiibfcribe  from 
mere  obftinacy  or  difafFe6lion,  it  might  be  thougnt 
cruel  to  take  the  moil  rigorous  advantage  of  the 
forfeiture  they  had  incurred.  With  refpe^  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  (lock  or  capital  belonging  to  the 
three  great  companies,  he  alTerted,  that  many  of 
them  would  willingly  have  fubfcribed  their  properties 
within  the  time  limited,  but  were  neceflarily  ex- 
cluded by  the  majority  on  the  ballot ;  and  as  it  was 
equally  impoflible  to  know  thofe  who  were  againft 
the  queilion  on  the  ballot,  he  thought  that  fome  ten- 
demefs  was  due  even  to  the  proprietors  of  thofe  three 
companies:  his  opinion,  therefore,  was,  that  they 
and  the  uncomplying  annuitants  (hould  be  indulged 
with  further  time  to  complete  their  fubfcription  ; 
but,  in  order  to  preferve  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
Rient,  and  the  rcfpe6l  due  to  that  auguft  aflembly, 
they  ought  not  to  be  gratified  with  fuch  advan- 
tageous terms  as  were  allowed  to  the  annuitants  who 
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B  o  O  K  at  firft  chcarfully  complied  with  the  propofala 
^_^^\i  offered  by  the  legiflature.  For  thcfe  reafons  he  pro- 
^75jr  pofed.  That  although  the  term  of  fubfcnbing  (hould 
be  protracted  till  the  thirtieth  day  of  May,  the 
cjicouragemeht  of  three  pounds  ten  Ihillings  per 
centum  per  annum  iliould  not  be  continued  to  the 
fecond  fubfcribcrs  longer  than  till  the  fifth  day  of 
December,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  fifty-five.  The  propofal  being  approved,  a 
bill  was  firamed  for  this  purpofe,  as  well  as  for  re- 
deeming fuch  annuities  as  fhould  not  be  fubfcribed, 
which  pafled  through  both  Houfes,  and  was  enadted 
into  a  law,  after  having  received  an  additional  claufe, 
empowering  the  E^ft-India  Company,  in  cafe  tbey 
fhould  fubfcribe  all  their  flock  bearing  an  intereft 
cf  four  per  centum,  to  borrow,  with  the  confent  of 
the  Tr^afury,  any  fums  not  exceeding  four  millions 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  after  the  (fevetal  rates 
of  interefl  before  propofed  to  be  paid  by  the  publicky 
and  one  million  more  at  three  per  centum  per 
annum.  They  were  alfo  vcfled  with  a  power  to 
raifc  money  by  bonds,  as  formerly;  yet  fo  as  the 
whole,  including  the  annuities,  fhould  not  exceed 
what  they  were  by  former  ads  empowered  to  borrow* 
The  obje6lions  to  the  execution  of  this  projeiS, 
which  by  many  were  deemed  infurmountable,  en- 
tirely vanifhed  before  the  fortitude,  perfeverancc, 
and  caution  of  the  minifter;  who  nad  fecured, 
among  the  monied  men  of  the  nation,  the  promife 
of  fuch  fums  as  would  have  been  fulficient  to  pay 
off  the  capital  belonging  to  thofc  creditors  who 
might  refule  to  accept  the  interefl  thus  reduced. 
The  fecond  fubfcription  had  the  defired  effedl.  The 
,  three  great  companies  acquiefced,  and  their  example 
was  followed  by  the  other  fcrupulous  annuitants; 
the  national  burthen  was  comfortably  lightened,  and 
the  finking- fund  confidcrably  increafed,  without 
producing  the  leafi  perplexity  or  diflurbance  in  the 
commonwealth ;  a  circumflance  that  could  not  fail 
to  excite  the  admiration  and  envy  of  all  Chriftendom. 

§  XXXIV. 
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^  XXXIV.  The  mutiny- bill  for  the  enluing  year  CHAP, 
was  mitigated  with  an  efftntial  alteration,  relating  ^• 
to  the  oath  of  fecrefy  impofcd  upon  the  members  l^^oT^ 
of  every  court-martial,  who  were  now  releafed 
from  this  referve,  if  required  to  give  evidence,'  by 
due  courfe  of  law,  in  any  court  of  judicature  ;  and 
whereas,  by  the  former  mutiny-bill,  a  General  was  • 
empowered  to  order  the  revifal  of  any  fentcnce  by 
a  court-martial  as  often  as  he  pleafed,  and,  on  that 
pretence,  to  keep  in  confinement  a  man  who  had 
been  acquitted  upon  a  fair  trial,  it  was  now  ena<Sted,  ' 
That  no  fentence  pronounced  by  any  court-martial, 
and  figned  by  the  prefident,  (Ifould  be  more  than 
once  liable  to  revifal.  Colonel  George  Town  (he  nd, 
fon  of  Lord  Vifcount  Town(hend,  who  had  equally 
diilinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  civil  and  military  ac- 
compliihments,  propofed  another  claufe,  for  pre- 
venting any  non-commiffioned  officer  being  broke 
or  reduced  into  the  ranks ;  or  any  foldier  being 
puniihed,  but  by  the  fentence  of  a  court-martial. 
He  gave  the  Houfe  to  underftand,  that  certain  per- 
fons  attended  at  the  door,  who  from  the  ftation  of 
non-commiffioned  officers  had  been  broke,  and 
reduced  into  the  ranks,  without  trial,  or  any  caufo 
affigned ;  and  he  expatiated  not  only  upon  the 
iniquity  of  fuch  proceedings,  but  alfo  upon  the 
danger  of  leaving  luch  arbitrary  power  in  the  hands 
of  an  individual  officer.  A  warpi  debate  was  the 
confequence  of  this  motion,  which,  however,  was 
over-ruled  by  the  majority. 

^  XXXV.  Among  other  regulations  made  in  the 
courfe  of  this  feffion  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
Britifh  manufadlures,  a  large  duty  was  laid  upon 
Irifh  fail-cloth,  which  being  fold  at  an  under  price, 
was  found  to  interfere  with  the  fame  fpecies  of  com- 
modity fabricated  in  the  ifland  of  Great-Britain  ; 
and,  for  the  further  benefit  of  this  laft,  the  bounty 
upon  the  exportation  of  it,  which  had  been  dcdudl- 
ed  from  a  defective  fund,  was  now  made  payable 
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BOOK  out  of  the  cuftoms.  This  meafure,  however,  wa5 
\Jl]^  not  of  fuch  importance  to  the  nation,  as  the  ad  which 
\^^  they  paiTed  for  encouraging  the  un portion  of  pig 
tod  bar-iron  from  the  Britifh  Colonies  in  North* 
America.  Every  wcll-wiftier  to  his  country  re- 
fledcd  with  concern  on  the  nature  of  the  firitiih 
trade  with  Sweden,  from  which  kingdom  the  fub- 
je6ls  of  his  Britannick  Majeily  imported  more  iron 
and  ileel  than  all  the  other  countries  in  Europe. 
For  this  article  they  paid  a  very  great  balance  in 
ready  money,  which  tne  Swedes  again  expended  in 
purchafing  from  the  French,  and  other  mercantile 
powers,  thofe  neceiiaries  and  fuperfiuities  with  which 
they  might  have  been  as  cheaply  fumifhed  by  Great* 
Britain.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Englifh  Colonies 
in  America  were  rcftridled  by  feverc  duties  from 
making  advantage  of  their  own  produce,  ia  ex- 
changing their  iron  for  fuch  commodities  as  they 
were  under  the  neceffity  of  procuring  from  their 
mother-country.  Such  reftricElion  was  not  only  a 
cruel  grievance  upon  our  own  fettlements,  hat  alfo 
tttended  with  manifeft  prejudice  to  the  intereft  of 
Great^Britain,  annually  drained  of  great  fums,  in 
£ivour  of  an  ungrateful  nation,  from  which  no  part 
of  them  returned ;  whereas  the  iron  imported  from 
America,  mud  of  neceiHty  come  in  exchange  iot 
cur  own  manufa6tures.  The  Commons  having  ap- 
pointed a  day  for  taking  this  afiair  into  coniidcm- 
tion,  carefully  examined  into  the  date  of  the  Britifh 
commerce  carried  on  with  Sweden,  as  well  as  into 
the  accounts  of  iron  imported  from  the  plantations 
in  America  ;  and  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe 
having  refolved,  That  the  duties  on  American  pig 
and  bar  iron  fhould  be  removed,  a  bill*  was  brought 

in 

*  The  most  remarkable  circumstance  attending  the  progress  of 
this  billy  ivhich  made  its  way  through  both  Houses,  and  obtained 
the  Royal  assent,  was  the  number  of  contradictory  petitions  in  ftnmr 
and  in  prejudice  of  it,  while  it  retnained  under  contideratian.  Tlie 
tanners  of  leather  in  and  about  the  town  of  Sheffield  in  Yorkshire, 
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io  for  that  purpofe^  containing  aclaufe^   however^  CHAP, 
to  prevent  his  Majcfty's  fubjeds  from  making  fteel,  ^^^'  ^ 


icpreMnted,  Tbtt  if  the  bill  should  pass,  the  English  iron  would  be 
undersold;    consequently   a    great  number    of  Tumaces  and  forges 
would  be  d'lscontinued :    in  that  case  the  woods  used  for  fuel  would 
stand  uncot^    and  the  tacuwrs  be  deprived  of  oak  bark  sufficient  for 
the  continuance  and  support  of  their  occupation.    They  nevertheless 
owned,    that  should   the  duty  be  removed  from  pie-iron  only,    no 
siicb  coDScquenct  could  be  apprehended ;   because,   snould  the  num- 
ber 4d  fumanoes  be  lessened,  that  of  forges  would  be  increased.    This 
was  likewise  the  plea  urged  in  divers  remonstrances   by  masters  of 
iroQ-works,    gentlemen,  and  freeholders,    who  had  tracts  of  wood- 
land in  their  posaessioo.    The  owners,    proprietors,  and  farmers  of 
furnaces  and  iron  for»ps,   belonging  to  Snemeld  and  its  neighbour- 
hood*  enlarged  upon  the  great  expence  they  had  incurred  in  erecting 
and  supportmg  irou*works,    by  means  of  which  great  numbers  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects  wcfe  comfortably  supported.    They  expressed* 
their  atpprenensioa,    that  should  tlie  bill  pass  into  a  law,  it  could  not 
in  any  degree  lessen  the  consumption  of  Swedish  iron,   which  was 
used  tor  purposes  which  neither  tlie  American  nor  British  iron  wotdd 
ansvrer^    but   that    the  proposed    encouragement,    considering    the 
plenty  and  cheapness  of  wood  in  America,  would  enable  the  colo- 
nies to  undecseU  the  British  iron,  a  branch  of  traffick  which  would 
be  totally  destroyed,   to  the  ruin  of   many  thousand  labourers,   who 
would  be  compelled   to  seek  their  llvelinood  in    foreign  countries. 
They  likewise  suggested,  that  if  all  the  iron  manufactures  of  Great- 
Britain  should  be  obligad  to  depend  upon  a  supply  of  iron  from  the 
pUntatioRS,    which  roust  ever  be  rendered  precarious  by  the  hazard 
of  the  seas  and  the  enemy,  the  manufactures  would  probably  decay 
fi>r  wioit  of   materials,  and  many  thousand  families   be  reduced  to 
want  and  misery.    On  the  other  hand,    the  ironmongers  find  smitlis 
belonging  to  the  Hounshin^  town  of  Birmingham  in  Warwickshire, 
presented  a  petition,    declarm^   That  the  bill  would  be  of  great  be- 
nefit to  the  trade  of  the  nation,  as  it  would  enable  the  Colonists  to 
make  larger  n^tums  of  their  own  produce,    and  encourage  them  to 
take  a  great  quantity  of   the  Briush  manufactures.    They  affirmed, 
that  all  the  iron  works  in  the  island  of   Great-Britain  did  not  supply 
half  the  ouantitv  of  that  metal  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  manufacture ; 
diat  if   tnis  denciency  could  be  supplied  from  the  Colonies  in  Ame- 
rica«   the  importation  would  cease,  and  considerable  sums  of  money 
be  saved  to  the  nation.    They  obsen'ed,   that  the  importation  of  iroo 
from  America  could  no  more  affect  the  iron-works  and  freeholders 
of  the  kingdom  than  the  like  quantity  imported  from  any  other 
country  ;    but  they  prayed  that  the  people  ot   America  might  be  ro* 
strained  from  erecting  slitting  or  rolling  mills,  or  forges  u>r  plau'ng 
iron,    as  they  would  interfere  with  the  manufactures  of  Great-Bri- 
tain. ^ 

Many  reznonstianees  to  the  same  effect  were  presented  from  diffe* 
rent  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  and  it  appeared,  upon  the  most  exact 
enquiry,  that  the  encouragement  of  American  iron  would  prove  ex- 
tremely beneficial  to  the  kin^om,  as  it  had  been  found,  upon  trial, 
applicable  to  all  the  uses  of  Swedish  iron,  and  as  good  in  every  re- 
spect as  the  produce  of  that  country. 
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BOOK  and  eftabliihing  mills  for  ilitdog  and  rolling  iton 
V^!!l^  within  the  Britifh   colonies  of  America ;  this  pre- 
^7507    caution  being  taken,   that  the  colonifts  might  not 
interfere  with  the  manufaAures  of  their   mother- 
country. 

§  XXXVI.  The  next  commercial  improvement, 
of  which  we  (hall  take  notice,  was  the  bill  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  Britifli  white  herring  and  cod- 
fi(heries.      This  was  likewife   the  refult  of  mature 
deliberation,  importing,  That  a  bounty  of  thirty 
(hillings  per  ton  fhould  be  granted,  and  paid  out  of 
the  Cuftoms  to  all  new  veflels  from  twenty  to  four* 
fcore  tons  burthen,  which  (hould  be  built  for  that 
purpofe,  and  adlually  employed  in  the  fifhery  :  Thzt 
a  fociety  fhould  be  incorporated,  under  the  name  of 
the  Free  Britifh  Fifhery,   by  a  charter,  not  exclu- 
(ive,    with  power  to  raife  a  capital  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds ;  and  that  three  pounds 
ien  (hillings  per  centum  per  annum  (hould  be  granted 
and  paid  out  of  the  Cuftoms  to  the  proprietors  for 
fourteen  years,  for  fo  much  of  the  capital  as  (hould 
be  a6lually  employed  in  the  faid  fi(heries.     Corref- 
ponding  chambers  were  propofed  to  be  ere6led*in 
remote  parts  of   North-Britain,  for  taking  in  fub- 
fcriptions,    and   profecuting  the  trade,    under  the 
directions  of  the  company  at  London  ;   and  the  na- 
tion in  general  feemcd  eager  to  difpute  this  branch 
of  commerce  with  the  fubjc6\s  of  Holland,  whom 
they  confidered  as  ungrateful  interlopers.     In  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,   however,  the  bill  met  with  a  for- 
midable oppofition  from  the  Earl  of   Winchelfea 
and  Lord  Sandys,   who  juftly  obferved,  that  it  was 
a  crude,  indigefted  fcheme,  which,  in  the  execution, 
would  never  anfwer  the  expedlations  of  the  people : 
That  in  contending  with  the  Dutch,    who  are  the 
patterns  of  unwearied  induftry,  and  the  moft  rigid 
qeconomy,   nothing  could  be  more  abfurd  than  a 
joint-ftock  company,  which  is  always  clogged  with  ex- 
traordinary expence;   and  the  refolution  of  fitting 
6  out 
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out  veflcls  at  the  port  of  London,  where  all  forts  of  CHAP 
materials,  labour,  and  fcamen  arc  fo  much  dearer  ^^"^ 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  united  kingdom,  ex-  itSo**^ 
clufive  of  the  great  diftance  and  dangerous  voyage 
between  the  metropolis  and  the  Sound  of  Brafla  in 
Shetland,  the  rendezvous  at  which  all  the  herring- 
bufles  were  to  aflemble  in  the  beginning  of  the  fifh- 
ing  feafon.  They  likewife  took  notice  of  the  heavy 
duty  on  CUt,  ufed  in  curing  the  fifh  for  fale,  and  the 
beef  for  provifion  to  the  mariners ;  a  circumftancc 
of  itfclf.  fufficient  to  difcourage  adventurers  from 
embarking  in  a  commerce  which,  at  beft,  yields 
but  very  flender  profits  to  the  trade  in  particular, 
how  important  foever  it  might  prove  to  the  com- 
munity in  general.  Thefe  objedlions  were  anfwered 
by  the  Duke  of  Argyle  and  the  Earl  of  Granville, 
who  feemed  to  think  that  this  branch  of  trade  could 
not  be  fairly  fet  on  foot,  without  fuch  a  coniiderable 
fum  of  money  as  no  fingle  individual  would  care  to 
advance ;  that  a  joint-ftock  company  would  be  able 
to  profecute  the  fifliery  at  a  fmaller  expence  than 
that  which  particular  traders  muft  neceflarily  incur ; 
that  the  prefent  fpirit  of  the  nation,  which  was 
eagerly  bent  upon  trying  the  experiment,  ought  not 
to  be  baulked  by  delay,  left  it  ihould  evaporate ; 
and  that  though  the  plan  was  not  unexceptionable, 
the  defeats  of  it  might  in  the  fequel  be  remedied  by 
the  Icgiflature.  In  a  word,  the  bill  was  adopted  by 
the  majority,  with  a  fmall  amendment  in  the  title, 
which  produced  fome  difquiets  in  the  Lower  Houfe : 
but  this  difpute  was  compromifed,  and  it  wis  enadled 
into  a  law  towards  the  clofe  of  the  feflion.  Nothing 
could  be  more  agreeable  to  the  publick  than  the 
fkndlion  of  the  Icgiflature  to  this  favourite  plan, 
which  was  ardently  promoted,  and  patronifed  by 
men  of  the  greateft  eminence  for  wealth  and  popu- 
larity. The  company  chofe  for  their  Governor  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  who  received  this  proof  of  their 
attachment  and  rcfpcdl  with   particular  marks  of 
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BOOK  fatisfadion:  the  Prefident  and  Vicc-prdidcnt  were 
^^^  both  Aldermen  of  London ;  and  the  Council  was 
^7^  compofed  of  thirty  gentlemen,  the  majority  of  whom 
were  members  oif  Parliament.  Great  pains  were 
taken,  and  fome  artifice  was  ufed,  to  learn  the  Dutch 
method  of  curing  the  fifh.  People  crowded  with 
their  fubfcriptions ;  a  number  of  hands  were  em- 
ployed in  building  and  equipping  the  buflcs  or  vef- 
lels  ufed  in  the  nfliery ;  and  the  mod  favourable 
confcquences  were  expedled  from  the  general  vigour 
and  alacrity  which  animated  thefe  preparations.  But 
the  fuccefs  did  not  gratify  the  fanguine  hopes  of  the 
projedlors  and  adventurers.  The  objeflions  made 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  foon  appeared  to  have  been 
well  founded  :  thefe  co-operating  with  mifmanage- 
ment  in  the  diredlors,  the  fpirit  of  the  Company 
began  to  flag,  the  natural  confequences  of  commer- 
cial difappointment,  and  now  the  Britiih  filhery 
feems  to  languilh  under  the  negledl  of  the  legilla- 
ture. 

^  XXXVIL  Touching  the  trade  to  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  petitions  were  renewed  by  the  Company  and 
its  creditors,  the  merchants  of  Briftol,  Liverpool, 
and  Lancafler;  and  a  remonflrance  was  prefented 
by  the  planters  and  merchants  interefled  in  the  Bri- 
ti(h  fugar  fetilements  in  America:  but  the  Com- 
mons adhered  to  their  former  refolutions  of  laying 
open  the  trade,  maintaining  the  forts  at  the  publick 
expence,  and  regulating  the  commerce  by  a  com- 
mittee of  merchants,  reprefenting  the  chief  trading 
town«  in  the  kingdom,  to  be  fupetintended  by  the 
board  of  trade  and  plantations.  The  bill  was  ac- 
cordingly framed  and  prefented,  and  having  pro- 
ceeded through  both  Houfes  without  oppofition, 
obtained  the  Royal  aflent.  Over  and  above  thefe 
wife,  falutary,  and  patriotick  meafures  for  the  im- 
provement of  commerce,  they  encouraged  the  im- 
portation of  raw  filk  by  an  a6l,  reducing  the  duties 
formerly  payable  on  that  which  wa%  the  growth  of 
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China  to  the  fame  that  is  raifed  on  the  raw  lilk  from  chap. 
Italy,    and  allowing  the  fame  draw-back  upon  the  ,^    ^' 
exportation  of  the  one  which  had  been  ufually  granted     17^0 
on  the  other.    A  fecond  bill  was  brought  in  for  the 
encourgement  of  the  growth  and  culture  of  lilk  in 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  where  it  had  been  lately  pro- 
duced with  extraordinary  fuccefs,   by  freeing  from 
all  duties  that  which  ihould  be  imported  from'  his 
Majeily's  dominions  in  America ;  and  a  third  was 
framed,  permitting  raw  lilk  of  the  growth  or  pro- 
duce of  rerfia^  purchafed  in  Rullia,  to  be  imported 
into  Great-Britain,  from  any  port  or  place  belong- 
ing to  the  empire  of  Ruffia.     Divers  efforts  were 
made,   by  different  members  in  the  oppolition,  to 
redlify  certain  abufes  in  the  army^nd  adminiftra- 
tbn  :   fome  bills  were  brought  in,   and  feveral  peti- 
tions were  left  on  the  table ;  but  all  Qf  them  proved 
abortive,  from  the  power  and  influence  of  the  mini- 
fter,  who  feemed  refolved  that  no  benefit  Ihould  flow 
upon  the  nation  through  any  channel  but  his  own. 
Nevertheleis,  it  muff  be  acknowledged,   for  the  ho- 
nour of   his  memory,    that  there  is  no  feffion  on 
record  fo  produdtive  as  this  was  of  meafures  adyan- 
tagepus  to  the  community. 

^  XXXVUI.  ,Thc  people,  however,  were  not 
entirely  fatisfied  with  the  condudt  of  the  adminillra- 
tion,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  ferment  and  com- 
motions raifed  during  the  progrefs  of  an  election  for 
a  citizen  to  reprefent  the  city  of  Weftminfter  in  Par- 
Uament.  The  feat  which  had  been  filled  by  Lord 
Trentham,  eldeft  fon  of  Earl  Gower,  having  be- 
come vacant,  in  confequence  of  that  nobleman's 
accepting  a  place  at  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  he 
again  declared  himfelf  a  candidate,  and  met  with  a 
violent  oppofition.  Thofe  who  ftiled  themfdves 
the  independent  eleflors  of  Weftminfter  being  now 
incenfed  to  an  uncommon  degree  of  turbulence  by 
the  intcrpofition  of  minifterial  influence,  determined 
to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  baffle  the  defigns 
VOL.  III.  U  of 
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BOOK  of  the  Court,  and  at  the  fame  time  take  vengeance 
i'J-^on  the  family  of  Earl  Gower,  who  had  entirely  aban* 
^^0.    doned  the  oppolition,  of  which  he  was  formerly  one 
of  the  moil  refpedled  leaders.     With  this  view  they 
held  confultations^  agreed  to  refolutions^  and  fet  up 
a  private  gendenum,  named  Sir  George  Vandcpot, 
as  the  competitor  of  Lord  Trentham,  declaring  that 
they  would  fupport  his.  pretenfions  at  their  own  ex- 
pence,   being  the  more  encouraged  to  this  enterprize 
by  the  countenance  and  afliftance  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales  and  his  adherents.    They  accordingly  opened 
houfes  of  entertainment  for  their  partifans,   folicited 
votes,     circulated    remonilrances,    and   propagated 
abufe  :    in  a  word,   they  canvafled,  with  furprifing 
fpirit  and  perfcverance,  againft  the  whole  intcrcft  (J 
v5t.  James's.      Mobs    were  hired    and    proceffions 
made  on  both  fides,  and  the  city  of  Weliminfier 
was  filled  with  tumult  and  uproar.    The  mutual 
animofity  of  the  parties  feemed  every  day  to  incrcafc 
during  the  eledlion,  and  a  great  number  of  unqua- 
lified votes  were  prefented  on   both  fides :  all  the 
powers  of  infinuation,   obloquy,  and  ridicule,  were 
employed  to  vilify  and  depreciate  both  candidates. 
At  length  the  poll  being  clofed,   a  majority  of  votes 
appeared  in  behalf  of  L.ord  Trentham  :  but  a  fcra- 
t4ny  being  demanded  by  the  other  fide,  the  return- 
ing officer  complied  with  their  requefl:.     The  Speaker 
of  the  Lower  Houfe  had  iffiied  his  warrant  for  a  new 
writ  of   election  about  the  middle  of  November; 
and  towards  the  end  of  February  Mr.  Fox,  Secre- 
tary at  War,  ftanding  up,    and  obferving  that  no 
return  had  yet  been  made,   thought  proper  to  move, 
That  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  the  Mcffenger  Extra- 
ordinary attending  the  great  feal,  the  Under-iheriff 
of  Middlcfex,  and  thcHigh-bailiff  of  Weflminfter, 
ihould  attend  next  morning,  and  give  an  account  of 
their  ifliiing,  delivering,   and  executing  the  writ  of 
ele6\ion.     Thefe  being  examined,   and  the  High- 
bailiff  declaring  that  he  would  proceed  with  all  pof- 
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fible  difpatch  in  the  fcrutiny  ;  which  had  been  de-  CHAP, 
manded  and  was  begun,  Mr.  Speaker  explained  to  ,  ^'  .^ 
him  fome  particulars  of  his  duty ;  in  the  difcharge  1750!^ 
of  which,  be  was  given  to  underftand  he  might  de- 
pend upon  the  prote6lion  of  the  Houfe,  (hould  h^ 
meet  with  any  obftru6iion  which  he  could  not  other* 
wife  furmount.  By  the  violence  and  caprice  with 
which  a  great  number  of  votes  were  conteiled  on 
both  fides,  the  fcrutiny  was  protracted  a  long  time> 
and  the  return  attended  with  fome  extraordinary 
confequences,  which  (hall  be  particularifed  among 
the  tranfadlions  of  the  next  year.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  prefent  feffion  of  Parliament  was  clofed  on  the 
twelfth  day  of  April,  with  a  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
commending  the  Commons  for  having  feized  the 
very  firft  opportunity  of  reducing  the  intereft  of  the 
national  debt,  without  the  lead  infringement  upon 
the  feith  of  Parliament;  and  congratulating  them 
on  the  flourilhing  ft  ate  of  the  publick  credit,  which 
could  not  fail  to  add  ftrength  and  reputation  to  the 
government,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Immedi- 
ately after  the  rifing  of  the  Parliament,  his  Majefty 
appointed  a  Regency  to  govern  the  kingdom  in  hi# 
abfcnce,  and  embarked  for  the  Continent,  in  ordet 
to  vifit  his  German  dominions. 

^  XXXIX.  The  month  of  January  and  the  be-" 
ginning  of  February  were  difiinguifhed,  the  firft  day 
by  a  very  remarkable  Aurora  Borealis,  appearing  at 
night  to  the  north-eaft,  of  a  deep  and  duflcy  red 
colour,  like  the  refletflion  of  fome  great  fire,  for 
which  it  was  by  many  people  miftaken ;  and  the 
corufcations,  unlike  tnofe  that  are  generally  ob- 
fcrved,  did  not  meet  in  the  zenith,  but  in  a  point 
fome  degrees  to  the  fouthward.  February  was 
ufhered  in  by  terrible  peals  of  thunder,  flames  of 
lightening,  and  fuch  a  tempeft  of  wind,  hail,  and 
rain,  as  overwhelmed  with  fear  and  confternarion 
the  bhabitants  of  Briftol,  where  it  chiefly  raged. 
On  the  eighth  day  of  the  fame  month,   between 
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BOOK  twelve  and  one  in  the  afternoon,  the  people  of  Lon« 
y^]\j  don  were  ftill  more  dreadfully  alarmed  by  the  (hock 
ij^  of  an  earthquake,   which  fhook  all  the  houfes  mih 
fuch  violence,  that  the  furniture  rocked  on  the  floors, 
the  pewter  and  porcelaine  rattled  on  the  fhelycs,  the 
ehamber-bells  rang,   and  the  whole  of  this  commo- 
tion was  attended  with  a  clap  or  noife  refembling 
that  produced  by  the  fall  of  fome  heavy  piece  of  fur- 
niture.   The  (hock  extended  through  the  cuies  of 
London  and  Weftminder,  and  was  felt  on  both  fides 
the  rivfcr  Thames,  from  Greenwich  to  the  wcftward 
of  London ;  but  not  perceptible  at  a  confiderablc 
diftance.     On  the  very  fame  day  of  the  next  month, 
between  five  and  (ix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  were  again  affrighted 
by  a  fecond  (liock,  more  violent  than  the  firfi,  and 
abundantly  more  alarming,  as  it  waked  the  greater 
part  of  the  people  from  their  repofe.     It  was  pre- 
ceded by  a  fucceflion  of  thick  low  fiafhes  of  hghten- 
ing,    and  a  rumbling  noife,  like  that  of  a  heavy  car- 
riage rolling  over  a  hollow  pavement.     The  fhock 
itfelf   confifted  of  repeated  vibrations,  which  laftcd 
fome  feconds,  and  violently  fhook  every  houfe  from 
top  to  bottom.     Again  the  chairs  rocked,  the  (helves 
clattered,    the  fmall  bells  rang,  and  in  fome  places 
publick  clocks  were  heard  to  ftrike.     Many  perfons 
roufed  by  this  terrible  vifitation,  ftarted  naked  from 
their  beds,    and  ran  to  their  doors  and  windows  in 
diflra6tion  :    yet  no  life  was  loft,   and  no  houfe  over- 
thrown by  this  concufliion,   though  it  was  fo  dread- 
as  to  threaten  an  immediate  diflblution  of  the  globe. 
Tlte  circumftaiKre,   however,   did  not  fail  to  tnake  a 
deep  impreffion  upon  ignorant,   weak,   and  fuperftir 
tious  minds,    which  were  the  more  afFedted  by  the 
confideration  that  the  two  (hocks  were  periodical; 
that  the  fecond,  which  happened  exactly  one  month 
after  the  firft,  had  been  the  more  violent ;  and  that 
the  next,  increafing  in  proportion,   might  be  atten- 
ded with  the  moft  difinal  confcqiiences.    This  ge- 
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ncral  notion  was. confirmed,  and  indeed  propagated,  cHAP. 
among  all  ranks  of  people,  by  the  admonitions  of  a  ^  ^-  ^ 
^natick  foldier,  who  publickly  preached  up  repen-  ^74^/ 
tance,  and  boldly  prophefied  that  the  next  (hock 
would  happen  on  the  fame  day  of  April,  and  totally 
dcftroy  the  cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter.  Con- 
(idering  the  infectious  nature  of  fear  and  fuperfti- 
tion,  and  the  emphatick  manner  in  which  the  ima- 
gination had  been  prepared  and  prepoflefled,  it  was 
no  wonder  that  the  predi6lion  of  this  illiterate  en- 
tfauiiait  ihould  have  contributed,  in  a  great  meafure, 
to  augment  the  general  terror.  The  churches  were 
crowded  with  penitent  finners :  the  fons  of  riot  and 
profligacy  were  over-awed  into  fobriety  and  deco- 
rum. The  ftrcets  no  longer  refounded  with  execra- 
tions, or  the  noife  of  brutal  licentioufnefs  ;  and  the 
hand  of  charity  was  liberally  opened.  Thofe,  whom*) 
fortune  had  enabled  to  retire  from  the  devoted  city,! 
fled  to  the  country  with  hurry  and  precipitation,  j 
infbmuch  that  the  highways  were  encumbered  with 
horfes  and  carriages.  Many  who  had,  in  the  be- 
ginning, combated  thefe  groundlefs  fears  with  the 
weapons  of  reafon  and  ridicule,  began  infenfibly  to 
imbibe  the  contagion,  and  felt  their  hearts  fail,  in 
proportion  as  the  hour  of  probation  approached  : 
even  fcience  and  philofophy  were  not  proof  againfl 
the  unaccountable  efFedts  of  this  communication.  In 
after-ages  it  will  hardly  be  believed,  that  on  the 
evening  of  the  eighth  day  of  April,  the  open  fields 
that  Ikirt  the  metropolis  were  filled  with  an  incre- 
dible number  of  people  aflembled  in  chairs,  in 
chaifes,  and  coaches,  as  well  as  on  foot,  who  waited 
in  the  mod  fearful  fufpenfe  until  morning,  and  tlic 
return  of  day  difproved  the  truth  of  the  dreaded 
prophecy.  Then  their  fears  vanifhed  :  they  returned 
to  their  refpc6live  habitations  in  a  tranfport  of  joy  ; 
and  were  foon  reconciled  to  their  abandoned  vices, 
which  they  fecmcd  to  rcfume  with  redoubled  atfec- 
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BOOK  tion,  and  once  m(^e  bade  defiance  to  the  rengeance 

KI.     of  Heaven. 

rj!^  §  XL-  By  this  time  all  the  gaols  in  England  were 
filled  with  the  refiife  of  the  army  and  navy,  which 
having  been  difmifled  at  the  peace,  and  either  averfe 
to  labour,  or  excluded  from  employment,  had  natu- 
rally preyed  upon  the  commonwealth.  Great  nunw 
bers  of  thofe  wretches  who,  by  proper  regulations, 
might  have  been  rendered  ferviceable  to  the  com- 
munity, were  executed  as  examples;  and  the  reft 
perifhed  miferably,  amidft  the  ftench  and  horrors 
of  noifome  dungeons.  Even  the  prifon  of  Newgate 
was  rendered  fo  infedlious  by  the  unconmion  ciowds 
of  confined  felons,  flowed  together  in  clofc  apart- 
ments, that  the  very  air  they  breathed  acquired  a 
peftilential  degree  of  putrefa<3ion.  It  was  this  pu- 
trified  air,  which,  adhering  to  the  clothes  of  the 
malefeftors  brought  to  trial  at  the  bar  of  the  CMd* 
Bailey  in  May,  produced  among  the  audience  a  pef- 
tiletvtial  fever,  which  infeded  and  proved  &tal  to 
the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  to  one  Alderman,  two 
of  the  Judges,  divert  lawyers  who  attended  the  fef- 
iion,  the  greateft  part  of  the  jury,  and  a  confider«- 
able  number  of  the  fpedators.  In  order  to  prevent 
fuch  difaflers  for  the  future,  the  gads  were  deaofed, 
and  accommodated  with  ventilators,  which  exhauft 
the  foul  and  fupply  a  circulation  of  frefli  air ;  and 
other  humane  precautions  were  taken  fior  the  bene- 
fit of  the  prifoners. 

^  XLI.  The  affiurs  of  the  continent  underwent 
no  remarkable  alteration.  An  Ambaifitdor  Extra- 
ordinary being  fent  to  Peteribiirgh  {mm  the  Court 
of  London  declared  to  the  Czarina's  minifter,  that 
in  cafe  of  a  rupture  between  Ruffia  and  Sweden, 
occafioned  by  the  hoftilities  committed  by  the  for- 
mer power,  his  Britannick  Majefty  would  confider 
Rufiia  as  the  aggrefi[br,  and  the  Czarina  could  not 
expeiS):  that  he  would  fiipply  her  with  the  fuccours 
wi^ich  he  was  engaged  by  treaty  to  furniih  for  her 
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defence,  b  cafe  (be  fhould  be  attacked.    A  deck- c HAP. 
ration  of  the  fame  nature  wa»  made  by  the  Ambaf-  ^   ^' 
iador  of  her  Imperial  Majefty  the  Queen  of  Hungary,   7^^^ 
while  the  minifiers  of  France  and  Pruffia,  who  were 
in  ikndi  alliance  with  Sweden,  gave  her  to  under^ 
fiand,  that  they  would  punctually  fulfil   their  en- 
gagements with  the  Court  of  Stockholm,  fhould  fhe 
aChudly  invade  the   Swedifh  territories  of  Finland. 
The  fpirit  with  which  the  King  of  Pruffia  exerted 
himfelf  on  this  occafion,  gave  infinite  umbrage  to 
the    Czarina,   who,    indeed,    exprefled   her  refent^ 
ment)  by  treating  the  minifter  of  Brandenburgh  with 
CG^temptuous  negle6l,  and  even  refufed  to  favour 
him  with  an  audience,  till  he  fhould  be  veiled  with 
the  charadter  of  Ambaflador.     Thus  were  fown  the 
feeds  of  mifunderftanding  between  thofe  two  powers, 
which,  in  the  fequel,  grew  up  to   the  moft  bitter 
animolity,  and  ferved  to   inflame  thofe  diflenfions 
which  have  defolated  the  faireft  provinces  bf  Ger- 
many.    The  remonfirance  of  his  Pruflian  Majeliy, 
with  refpedl  to  the  troubles  of  the  North,  was  couched 
in  fucb  terms  as  gave  didatisfadlion  to  the  Court  of 
Petcriburgh.     The  Ruflian    Minifter    retired  frbm 
Berlin,  without  the  ceremony  of  taking  leave,  and 
the  Pruflian    Ambaflador  Warendorf  was  recalled 
from  the  Court  of  the  Czarina. 

§  XLII.  The  attention  of  his  Britannick  Majefty 
was  not  wholly  engroilcd  by  the  difputes  between 
Ruflia  and  Sweden.  He  had  another  object  in  view, 
which  more  nearly  concerned  the  intereft  of  his  Ger- 
man dominions ;  and  had  fet  on  foot  two  negocia- 
tions  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  commerce  and 
advantage  of  Great-Britain.  His  firft  and  principal 
aim  was,  in  conjun6tion  with  the  Court  of  Vienna, 
to  take  fuch  meafurcs  as  would  fecure  the  fucceflion 
of  the  Imperial  dignity  to  the  Archduke  Jofeph, 
cldeft  fon  and  heir  to  the  reigning  Emperor.  As 
the  previous  ftep  to  that  elevation,^  it  was  propofed 
to  elcA  this  young  Prince  King  of  the  Romans ; 
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BOOK  and  for  this  purpofc  it  was  ncccflary  to  procure  a 
y^^'f  majority  not  onlv  of  the  elcdors,  butalfo  in  the  diet 
175^  of  the  Empire,  through  i^hicb  the  propoial  muli  ha\'e 
pafled.     No  ftone  was  left  unturned  to  reconcile  this 
expedient  to  the  German  Princes.     Subfidies  were 
offered  to  the    maritime  powers  of  England,  and 
the  States-General,  to  the  Eledors  of  Mentz  and 
Cologn ;  and  a  treaty  of  the  fame  nature  was  con* 
eluded  with  the  ele6)or  of  Bavaria,  who,  in  confi- 
deration  of  an  annual  fubfidy,  amounting  to  forty 
thoufand  pounds  (lerling,  two  thirds  to  be  paid  by 
Britain,  and  the  reft  by  the  States-General,  engaged 
to  keep  in  readinefs  a  body  of  fix  thoufand  infantry^ 
as  auxiliaries  to  the  Maritime  Powers,  though  not  to 
a6t  againft  the  Emperor  or  empire ;  and  to  join  the 
intereft  of  his  Britannick  Majefty  in  the  diet,  as 
well  as  in  the  ele6loral  college.     In  order  to  render 
the  King  of  PolanQ,  Elector  of  Saxony,  propitioiis 
to  this  defign,  he  was  accommodated  with  the  loan 
of  a  very  confidcrable  fum  upon  the  mortgage  of 
certain  bailiwicks  and  lord(hips  belonging  to  the 
Saxon  dominions.     Thus  a  majority  of  the  ele6lors 
was  fecured,  and  fuch  foundations  were  laid  for  the 
fuccefs  of  this  projedl,  that  it  was  generally  believed 
it  would  be  accomplifhed  in  his  Britannick  Majefty's 
next  vifit  to  his  German  dominions.      Hopes>   it 
was  faid,  were  given  to  ^he  King  of  Sweden,  that 
his  concurrence  would  b^  gratified  by  erecting  the 
Houfe  of  Hefle-CaflLc],  of  which  he  was  head,  into 
a  tenth  electorate.      Argun^ents    of  an  interefting 
nature  were  ufed  with  the  Kii|g  of  J'ruffia,  and  the 
Eledlor  Palatine,  that    if   poi^lble,  the  diet  might 
unanimoufly  approve  of  this  meafure,  fo  neceflary 
for  eftablifhing  the  peace  of  the  empire,  and  pre- 
venting fuch  troubles  as  arofe  from  a  difputed  fuc- 
ceffion  at  the  death  of  Charles  the   Sixth.     Thefe 
endeavours^  however^  did  not  fucceed  in  their  full 
extent* 
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^  XLII|.  The  King  of  Pruffia,  as  Ekaor  of  CHAP. 
Bmndenbui^h,  oppofed  the  cleAion  as  unneccflary  ^.  ^j  ^ 
and  improper,  on  account  of  the  health  and  vigour  1750. 
of  the  reigning  Emperor,  and  the  tender  years  of 
the  Archduke.  This  Monarch  had  fet  himfelf  up 
as  a  balance  to  the  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria, 
which  had  long  afpired  to  abfolute  dominion  over 
its  co-eftates,  and  endeavoured  to  eftabliih  an  here* 
ditary  right  of  fucceffion  to  the  empire  ;  he,  there- 
fore, employed  all  his  influence  to  fruflrate  the  mea« 
fure  propofed,  either  actuated  by  a  fpirit  of  pure 
patriotifm,  or  infpired  with  deiigns  which  he  had 
not  yet  thought  proper  to  declare.  The  oppofition 
was  joined  by  the  Eledor  Palatine,  and  countenanced 
by  the  French  King;  who  protefted,  that,  for 
the  lake  of  peace,  he  would  not  oppofe  this  eledlion, 
though  contrary  to  the  Golden  Bull,  provided  it 
fhould  be  confirmed  by  the  unanimous  confent  of 
the  ele<3oral  college :  but  fhould  any  one  member 
fignify  his  diflent,  and  he  or  any  ftate  of  the  em- 
pire claim  the  protection  and  affiflance  of  his  Moft 
Chriftian  Majefty,  he  could  not  difpenfe  with  grant- 
ing both,  in  confequence  of  his  being  guarantee  of 
the  treaty  of  Weftphalia ;  an  engagement  by  which 
he  was  obliged  to  fuccour  thofe  Princes  and  States 
of  the  empire  who  might  have  recourfe  to  him,  in 
cafe  of  any  grievance  they  fuffered  contrary  to  what 
was  ilipulated  in  that  confliturion.  This  delara- 
tion  co-opcraring  with  the  known  charai^er  of  his 
Pruffian  Majefty,  whofc  great  army  over- awed  Ha- 
nover and  Bohemia,  in  all  probability  damped  that 
vigour  with  which  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Heren- 
haufen  had  hitherto  profecuted  this  important  nego- 
ciation. 

^  XLIV.  The  fecond  objc<a  that  employed  the 
attenrion  of  the  Bririfh  miniftry,  was  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  precife  limits  of  Acadia,  or  Nova- 
Scotia,  where  the  new  colony  had  fuffered  great 
miichicf  aad  interruption  from  the  incurflons  of  the 
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BOOK  Indians,  excited  to  thofe  outrages  by  the  fubjeds 
^^^and  ctniflaries  of  France.  G>mmi(Iaries  had  bcca 
ly^T  appointed,  by  both  crowns,  to  meet  at  Paris,  and 
compromife  thefe  difputes  :  but  the  conferences  were 
rendered  abortive  by  every  art  of  cavalling,  chica* 
nery,  and  procraftination,  which  the  French  commif-r 
fioners  oppofed  to  the  juftice  and  perfpicuity  of  the 
Englilh  claims.  They  not  onlv  mifinterpreted  trea- 
ties, though  exprcflcd  with  the  utmoft  precifion, 
and  perplexed  the  conferences  with  difficulties  and 
matter  foreign  to  the  fubje6),  but  they  carried  the 
fineffe  of  perfidy  fo  far  as  to  produce  falfe  charts 
and  maps  of  the  country,  in  which  the  rivers  and 
boundaries  were  mifplaced  and  mifreprefented.  At 
this  time  alfo  the  infinccrity  of  the  French  Court 
appeared  in  afie<5led  delays  and  artful  objedlions; 
with  refpcd  to  the  evacuation  of  the  neutral  iflands 
in  the  Weft-Indies ;  and  the  Governors  of  the  Bri* 
ti(h  plantations,  in  ditFerent  parts  of  North-Ame- 
rica, tranfmitted  intelligence,  that  the  French  had 
begun  to  make  encroachments  on  the  banks  of  the 
Englifh  colonies. 

^  XLV.  Perhaps  the  precarious  footing  on  which 
the  peace  flood  between  Great- Britain  and  France 
at  this  jun61ure,  and  the  critical  fituation  of  affairs  in 
Germany,  determined  the  miniftry  of  England  to 
compromife  all  differences  with  Spain,  upon  fuch 
terms  as  at  any  other  time  they  would  hardly  have 
embraced..  In  order  to  difcufs  thofe  points  between 
the  two  nations,  which  had  not  been  fettled  by  the 
treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  Conferences  were  alfo  be^ 
gun  at  Madrid,  and  carried  on  by  Mr,  Keene,  ple- 
nipotentiary to  his  Britannick  Majefty,  and  Don 
Jofeph  de  Carvajal  and  Lancaflro,  the  Spanifh 
King*s  minifler.  At  length  a  treaty  was  concluded 
on  thefe  conditions :  The  King  of  Spain  engaged 
to  pay,  in  three  months,  to  the  South-Sea  company 
<^  England,  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  (lerling, 
as  aa  indeomification  for  all  claims  upon  his  crown^ 
.7  by 


Digitized 


by  Google 


GEORGE  n.  aQ9 

bjr  virtue  of  the  Affiento.  In  other  refpefls,  the  CHAP. 
trade  and  navigation  of  the  Englifti  to  the  ports  .  ^  ^ 
of -Spain  were  regulated  by  former  treaties.  It  was  1750, 
ftipulated,  That  they  ihould  pay  no  other  duties 
than  thofe  that  were  ex;a61^ed  of  them  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  of  Spain  :  That  they  fhould  be  treated 
on  the  footing  of  the  moft  favoured  nations ;  and 
continue  to  enjoy  the  privilege  of  taking  fait  at  the 
iiland  of  Tortuga.  But  there  was  no  article  rc- 
Aridiing  the  Spanifh  guarda  coftas  from  fearching 
the  Britifh  veitels  on  the  high  feas:  although,  as 
wc  have  already  obferved,  this  infolent  prerogative, 
aflumed  without  right,  and  exercifed  without  hu-^ 
manity,  was^  in  effect,  the  original  and  fole  caufe  of 
the  late  rupture,  which  had  been  attended  with  fuch 
enormous  expence  to  the  nation.  It  muft  be  owned, 
however,  that  his  Catholick  Majeily  was  at  this  pe« 
nod  extremely  well  difpofed  to  live  upon  good  terms 
with  Great-Britain.  He  was  refolved  to  indulge  his 
people  with  the  blcflings  of  peace,  to  propagate  a  fpi- 
rit  of  induftry  throughout  his  dominions,  and  in  par- 
ticular, to  encourage  commerce,  which  he  forefaw 
would  prove  a  much  more  certain  and  inexhaufiible 
fource  of  wealth,  power,  and  influence,  than  all  the 
trcafures  he  could  drain  from  the  mines  of  Mexico 
and  Peru.  His  refolutions  on  this  interefting  fubjed 
were  chiefly  dire6led  by  Don  Ricardo  Wall,  who 
now  ad^ed  as  his  minifler  at  London ;  a  gentleman 
of  Irifli  extract,  who  had  diftinguiflied  himfelf  in 
the  fleld  as  well  as  in  the  cabinet,  and  pofleflied  the 
joint  qualifications  of  a  general  and  a  flatefman.  He 
had,  by  virtue  of  a  pafl'port,  come  over  privately  to 
England  before  the  peace,  in  order  to  pave  the 
way  for  the  treaty,  by  a  fecret  negociation  with  the 
£jigli(h  minifl:ers ;  but  immediately  after  the  peace 
was  proclaimed,  he  appeared  in  the  chara<fter  of 
Ambaflfador.  He  was  poflcffcd  of  the  moil  infinuat* 
ing  addrefs,  fhrewd,  penetrating,  and  inquifitivc. 
While  be  reflded  in  liondon^  he  fpared  no  pains  m 
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BOOK  Ictining  the  nature  of  thofc  manufadhircs,  and  that 
V  ^^^'  .  eommcrcc,  by  which  Great-Britain  had  been  fo  rc- 
1750.  markably  aggrandized  ;  and  on  his  return  to  Spain^ 
where  in  a  Uttle  time  he  was  placed  at  the  heUn  of 
affairs,  he  turned  the  knowledge  he  had  thus  ac- 
quired to  the  advantage  of  his  country.  He  not 
only  promoted  the  ufeful  arts,  within  the  kingdom  of 
Spain,  but  demonilrated  the  infinite  advantage  that 
would  accrue  from  an  active  trade,  which  the  Spa- 
niards had  for  many  ages  negleded  ;  andinafe# 
years  their  fhips  were  feen  to  fwarm  in  all  the  com- 
mercial ports  of  Europe.  Of  other  foreign  events 
which  diftinguiftied  this  fummer,  the  moft  remark- 
able was  the  death  of  John,  King  of  Portugal,  who 
perfedlly  underftood,  and  fteadily  purfued,  the  true 
mterefls  of  his  country,  and  in  whom  many  prince- 
ly qualities  were  debafed  by  a  cruel  fpirit  of  bigotry 
snd  fuperftition.  He  was  fucceedcd  by  his  eldcft 
fon  Jofeph,  who  if  he  has  feUen  fhort  of  his  father 
in  fome  refpecSls,  tannot  be  juflly  charged  with  having 
inherited  this  paternal  weaknefs. 

§  XLVL  The  King  of  Great  Britain  having  re- 
turned  to  England,  opened  the  feffion  of  Parliament 
in  January  with  a  fpeech,  importing,  That  he  had 
concluded  a  treaty  with  the  King  of  Spain,  and 
amicably  adjuiled  fuch  differences  as  could  not  be  fo 
properly  compronxifed  with  a  general  treaty  :  That 
the  true  commerce  of  this  nation  with  that  country  was 
re-eilabliflied  upon  the  moft  advantageous  and  fure 
foundations  ;  and  that  there  was  the  greateft  reafon 
to  hope  the  ancient  friendfhip  between  Great-Bri- 
tain and  Spain  would,  from  mutual  inclination  as  well 
as  intereft,  be  now  effectually  reftored.  He  told 
them,  that  in  conjun6lion  with  the  Emprefs-Queen 
and  the  States-General,  he  had  concluded  a  treaty 
with  the  Ele<5lor  of  Bavaria  ;  and  was  employed  in 
taking  fuch  further  meafures  as  might  beft  tend  to 
ftrengthen  and  fecure  the  tranquillity  of  the  Empire, 
fupport  its  fyftem^  and  timely  anticipate  fuch  events 
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as  had  been  foiind  by  experience  to  endanger  the  c  H  a  p, 
common  caufe,  involve  Europe  in  the  calamities  of     ^    / 
war,  and  occafion  the  lofs  of  much  blood  and  trea-    \^i^ 
fure   to  thefe  kingdoms.     He   promifed,  that  both 
thefe  treaties  (hould  be  fubje<Sted  to  their  pemfal : 
he  gave  them  to  underftand,  that  he  had  received 
from  all  the  other  contracting  powers  in  the  defini- 
tive treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle   the   moft  full  and 
clear  declarations  of  their  refolution  to  preferve  the 
general  peace ;  and  that  he  had  taken  care  to  confo- 
lidate  the  ties  of  union  and  friendfhip  between  him 
and  his  alhes,  the  better  to  fecure  their  mutual  in- 
terefts,  maintain  the  peace  already  fubfifting,  and 
prevent  the  occafion  of  any  fumre  rupture.     Final- 
ly, he  recommended  unanimity,  the  improvement 
of  commerce,  and  the  effedlual  fuppreflion  of  fuch 
outrages  and  violences  as  are  inconfiflent  with  good 
order  and  government,  and  endanger  the  lives  and 
properties  of  the  fubjedl,  whofe  happinefs  and  flou- 
lifhing  condition  he  had  entirely  at  heart. 

§  XLVII.  When  the  motion  was  made  for  an 
addrefs  of  thanks,  couched  in  terms  that  favoured 
of  the  molt  implicit  complaifance,  approbation,  and 
acquiefcence  in  the  meafures  which  the  Crown  had 
taken,  the  Earl  of  Eg — r,  and  fome  other  anti- 
courtiers,  affirmed,  that  fuch  an  addrefs  would  be 
equally  fcrvile  and  abfurd-  They  obfer\'ed,  That 
nothing  could  be  more  prepofterous  than  a  blind  ap- 
probation of  meafures  which  they  did  not  know : 
That  nothing .  could  be  more  ridiculous  than  their 
congratulations  on  the  prefent  happy  tranquillity, 
when  almoft  every  day's  news-papers  informed  them 
of  fome  Britilh  (hips  being  feized  by  the  Spaniards, 
or  fome  new  attack  made  by  the  French  on  our  in* 
fant  colony  in  Nova-Scotia.  With  refpedl  to  the 
continent  of  Europe,  they  affirmed,  that  the  tran- 
quillity of  Germany  would  have  been  upon  a  much 
more  folid  foundation,  had  England  never  interpofed 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Empire  :  in  that  cgfe  the  Princes 
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BOOK  would  of  thcmfclvcs  have  fupportcd  the  conftituHdH 
^^^',  of  their  own  country  :  That  the  election  of  an  infant 
^^5^  for  the  King  of  the  Romans  was  much  more  likely  to 
difturb  than  eftabliih  the  tranquillity  of  Europe ;  be- 
caufe  it  would  help  to  overturn  the  conftitution  of 
the  Empire,  by  rendering  the  Imperial  dignity  here- 
<iitary  in  one  Houfe,  inflead  of  being  the  refult  of  a 
free  eledlion.    They  took  notice,  that  the  conftitu^ 
tion  had  provided  Vicars  to    govern  the  Empire 
<luring  the  Vacancy  of  the  Imperial  throne ;  but  had 
made  no  provifions  of  regents,  protestors,  or  guar- 
dians, for  a  minor  Emperor,  becaufe  it  was  never 
iuppofed  that  a  minor  would  be  chofen.    They  in- 
veighed againft  the  late  treaty  with  Spain  ;  in  which, 
they  faid,  the  miniftry,  for  the  paltry  fum  of  one 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  had  given  up  the  claims 
of  the  South-Sea  Uorapany,  and  other  Britiih  mer- 
chants, ^ho  had  fufFercd  from  depredations  to  the 
amount  of   one  million  three  hundred    thoufand 
pounds ;  and  bartered  away  the  freedom  of  our  trade 
and  navigation,  by  leaving  untouched   that  prero- 
gative which  the  Spaniards  have  aflumcd  of  fearch- 
mg  the  Britifh  Ihips  in  the  open  feas,  add  confifcating 
them  fhould  they  finc^  on  board  the  lead  particle  of 
what  they  called  contraband  merchandize-     They 
produced  an  inftance  of  an  Engliih  (hip,  lately  driven 
by  ftrefs  of  weather  into  one  of  the  ports  of  the 
Spaniih  Weft- Indies,  where  (he  was  fearched,  feized, 
land  condemned,  under  this  pretence.    They  reca- 
pitulated the  condu6l  of  the  French,  who,  in  the 
midft  of  their  declarations  of  peace  and  moderation, 
were  ftill  employed  in  fortifying  their  fettlcments  on 
the  neutral  iflands,  as  well  as  in  harafling  and  en- 
croaching upon  our  plantations  in  North-America. 
They  exclaimed  againft  the  treaty  of  fubfidy,  with 
the  EledJor  of  Bavaria,  or  any  other  Prince  in  rime 
of  peace  ;   obferving,  that  for  fome  years  the  nation 
had  paid  fuch  penfions  t6  the  Danes  and  the  Hef- 
fians ;   but,  iQ  the  courfe  of  the  late  war,  the  former 
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abandoned  our  intercfts,  and  the  latter  actually  tookc  H  A  P. 
arms  againft  Great- Britain.  They  affirmed,  that  ^• 
the  fiiblidy  wsv  greater  than  the  nation  could  fparc ;  ^'^yf^ 
fiwr,  unlefe  the  land-tax  fhould  be  continued  at  four 
(hillings  in  the  pound,  they  could  not  afford  a  (hil- 
ling to  any  Prince  in  Germany,  without  encroaching 
upon  the  (inking  furid.  "  At  fuch  a  jun6lure  (faid 
**  a  certain  member)  will  any  gentleman  prefume  to 
"  propofe  the  continuation  of  fuch  an  impo(ition  on 
"  the  land-holder,  for  the  fake  of  bribing  the  Princes 
^  of  Germany  to  do  what  ? — to  prefervc  the  free- 
^  dom  and  independency  of  their  native  country. 
"  I  (ay,  Princes  of  Germany,  becaufe  this  fubfidy  to 
**  Bavaria  will  (ignify  nothing  unlefs  we  take  half  a 
"  fcore  more  of  them  into  our  pay ;  and  when  we 
**  have  thus  indulged  them  for  fcven  years  of  peace, 
"  they  may  give  us  the  flip,  as  others  have  done, 
**  whenever  another  war  (hould  be  declared.  '* 
Againtl  thcfc  objedions  the  motion  was  fupported 
by  William  Pitt,  at  this  time  an  advocate  fori 
the  miniftry.  He  obferved,  that  the  addrcfs  was  no  * 
more  than  the  ufual  compliment  to  the  Throne,  : 
which  did  not  imply  an  obligation  on  the  Parliament 
to  approve  of  meafures  which  they  might  find  caufe 
to  cenfurcupon  further  enquiry.  He  faid,  the  trivial 
difputes  fiill  fub(ifting  between  this  nation  and  the 
Spaniards,  or  French,  would  foon  be  terminated 
amicably,  and  could  never  affe6t  the  general  tran- 
quillity of  Europe,  which  was  to  be  cftabli(hed  upon 
a  firm  alliance  between  his  Majefty  and  fuch  a  con- 
federacy upon  the  Continent  as  would  be  an  over 
match  for  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  He  expatiated 
upon  his  Majefty's  wifdom  in  taking  off  from  the 
French  intereft  fuch  a  powerful  Prince  as  the  Eledor 
of  Bavaria,  and  concerting  other  falutary  meafures 
for  preferving  the  balance  of  power  on  the  Conti- 
nent. He  defended  the  articles  of  the  late  treaty 
with  Spain  ;  obferving,  that  what  remained  of  the 
Aflicnto  contra<ft  was  a  matter  of  very  little  confc- 
quence  to  the  South-Sc4  Company ;  that  the  de- 
mands 
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B GO K  mands  of  this  company,  and  other  Britifli  mcr- 
V  ^\  J  chants,  were  all  cancelled  by  the  rupture  with  Spain, 
17^0;  and  more  than  recompenfed  to  the  nation  by  a  great 
balance  of  captures  during  the  war,  as  well  as  by  the 
great  traffick  carried  on  with  the  Spanilh  fettlements 
in  the  Weft- Indies,  after  it  had  been  laid  open  by 
the  demolition  of  their  fortrefles.  He  aflerted  that 
by  this  treaty  the  Court  of  Spain  had  made  many 
important  conceiiions;  they  had  condefcended  to  pay 
a  great  fum  to  the  South-Sea  Company  :  they  had 
confented  to  the  re-eftablifliment  of  the  Britifh  trade 
in  Spain,  upon  a  very  advantageous  and  folid  foot* 
ing,  by  agreeing  that  the  fubje<3s  of  Great-Britain 
fhould  pay  no  other  duties  on  merchandize  than  thofe 
cxa6led  of  his  Catholick  Majefty's  own  fubje6ts,  and 
to  aboliih  all  innovations  that  had  been  introduced 
into  the  commerce.  He  afiirmed,  that  the  article 
of  No  Search  was  a  ftipfulation  which  it  would  have- 
been  ridiculous  to  infift  upon ;  and  thought  proper 
to  obviate  a  reproach  which  he  forefaw  the  oppoli- 
tion  would  throw  upon  him,  from  the  circumttancc 
of  his  having  upon  a  former  occafion,  heartily  con- 
curred in  a  motion  for  an  addrefs.  That  no  treaty  of 
peace  with  Spain  (hould  be  admitted,  unlefs  fuch  a 
ftipulation  Ihould  be  firft  obtained  as  a  preliminary. 
He  owned  he  had  ftrenuoufly  contended  for  fuch  a 
motion,  becaufe  at  that  time,  being  very  young  and 
ianguine,  he  thought  it  right  and  reafonable  :  but 
he  was  how  ten  years  older,  had  confidered  matters 
more  coolly,  and  was  convinced  that  the  privilege 
of  No  Search,  with  refpedl  to  Britifh  veflels  failing 
near  the  Ame/ican  fhore,  would  never  be  obtained, 
unlefs  Spain  (hould  be  brought  fo  low  as  to  acquiefce 
in  any  terms  we,  as  viiftors,  might  propofe.  He  hkc- 
wife  fignified  his  convidtion,  that  all  addrefles  from 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  during  the  courfe  of  a  war, 
for  prefcribing  terms  of  peace,  were  in  themfelves 
ridiculous ;  and  that  every  fuch  addrels  was  an  en- 
croachment  on  the  King's  prerogative^  which  had 
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always  been  attended  with  unlucky  Cdnfequence^.  C  H  A  P. 
How  far  thefe  arguments  are  fatisfe<^ory,  conclufive,       ^• 
and  confiftcnt,  we  Ihall  leave  to  the  reader's  deter-  ^^^^^ 
mination.    Certain  it  if,  they  were  adopted  by  the 
majority,  and  the  addrefs  was  prefented  without  for- 
ther  oppofidon. 

^  XLVIIL    The  two  grand  committees  appointed 
to  difcufs  the  fupplies  for  the  enfuing  year,  and  the 
funds  upon  which  they  were  to  be  railed,  proceeded, 
as  ufual,  under  the  diredtion  of  the  miniftry;  yet  not 
without  fome  vehement  opp^rfition,  in  which  certain 
feirants  of  the  Crown  exprcifed  the  mod  hearty  con- 
currence.    When  a  motion  was  made  for  reducing 
fhc  number  of  feamen  to  eight  thoufand,  Mr.  W. 
Pitt,  Mr.  Littelton,  and  Mt.  G.  Grenville  oppofed 
k  with  all  their  might  of  argument  and  elocution  ; 
but  they  were  over-ruled.     Annual   debates  were 
alfo  revived,  with  the  fame  fuccefs,  upon  the  num- 
ber of  troops  conftituting  the  (landing  army ;  but 
the  other  refolutions  of  the  grand  committees  met 
with  little  or  no  oppofition.     The  number  of  fea- 
men for  the  enfuing  year  was  limited  to  eight  thou- 
fand :  and  that  of  the  (landing  forces  continued  at 
eighteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-feven  ef- 
fcdlive  naen,  including  one  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  fift^n  invalids.    The  Commons  granted  a  con^ 
iiderable  fum  of  money  for  paying  oft'  the  principal 
of  fuch  redeemable  Hocks  as  had  not  been  fub- 
fcribed,  in  purfuance  of  two  a6ls  pafled  in  the  laft 
ieffion  for  reducing  the  intereft  of  annuities.    Thirty 
thoufand  pounds  were  given  for  fulfilling  the  King's 
engagement  with  the  Eledlor  of  Bavaria:  large  grants 
were  made  for  fupplying  deficiencies,  and  replacing 
fums  borrowed  from   the  finking-fund.     Tne  ex- 
pence  incurred  by  the  new  colony  in  Nova  Scotia^ 
not  provided  for  by  Parliatftent,  exceeded  fifty-feven 
tiioufand  pounds ;  and  the  maintenance  of  it  for  the 
enfuing  year  was  fixed  at  fifty-three  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-feven  pounds,  fourteen  (hiUings, 
VOL*  III,  X  and 


Digitized 


by  Google 


1760. 


3o0  HISTOHy  OF  ENGLAND. 

BOOK  and  four  pence.     An  enormous  charge  !  if  wc  con- 
^  ^^^'   J  fider  to  how  little  purpofe  all  this  bounty  was  be- 
llowed.    A  fund  was  eftablifticd  under  the  (an6lion 
of  Parliament,  for  the  relief  and  maintenance  of  the 
widows  of  fea-officers,  by  allowing,  upon  the  books 
of  every  (hip  of  war  in  lea-pay,  the  wages  and  vic- 
tuals of  one  man  for  every  hundred  of  which  the 
complement  fhall  confift,  for  fuch  time  only  as  the 
number  of  men  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the.  Royal 
Navy  (hall  not  exceed  twenty  thoufand.     This  was 
^  additional  indulgence,    over  and  above  the  al- 
lowance of  one  man  granted  by  a  former  a6l  of  Par- 
liament.    On  the  whole,  the  provifions  of  this  year 
amounted  to  five  millions  one  hundred  twenty-five 
thoufand  twenty-three  pounds,  eleven  fhilliogs,  and 
feven  pence,  to  be  raifed  by  the  ufual,  duties  :  the 
fum  of  one  million  twenty-fix  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred feventy-fix  pounds,  four  (hillings,  and  fix  pence, 
advanced  by  the  Bank  of  England,  to  pay  oft'  their 
own  unfubfcribed  annuities,  for  which  they  accepted 
Exchequer  bills  at  three  per  cent,  interefl: ;  by  the 
land-tax  at  three  (hillings  in  the  pound ;  a  lottery 
and  annuities,  at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent,  per  ann. 
to  be  charged  on  the  finking- fund,  redeemable  by 
Parliament.     The  annufal  meafure  called  the  mutiny 
bill  was  not  pafied  without  difpute  and  altercation: 
fome  alterations  were  prdpofed,  but  not  adopted; 
and  the  fentences  of  court-martials  flill  fubjecSted  to 
one  revifion. 

§  XLIX.  In  the  midft  of  thefe  deliberations  the 
kingdom  was  alarmed  with  an  event  which  over- 
whelmed the  people  with  grief  and  confternation. 
His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  cold  caught  in  his  garden  at  Kew,  was 
leized  with  a  pleuretick  diforder;  and,  after  a  (hort 
illnefs,  expired  on  the  twentieth  day  of  March,  to 
the  unfpeakable  a(Hi6lion  of  his  Royal  Confort,  aod 
the  unfeigned  forrow  of  all  who  wiihed  well  to  their 
country.    This  excellent  Prince,  who  now  died  in 
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the  forty-fifth  year  of  hisage,  was  poflefled  of  every  CHAP, 
amiable  quality  which  could  engage  the  aiFetflion  of  ^    ^-    , 
the  people,  a  tender  and  obliging  hulband,  a  fond     1750.. 
parent,  a  kind  niafter,  liberal,  generous,  candid,  and 
humane;  a  munificent  patron  of  the  arts,  an  un- 
wearied friend  to  merit;  well  difpofed  to  aflfert  the 
rights  of  mankind  in  general,  and  warmly  attached 
to  the  intereft  of  Great-Britain.     The  nation  could 
not  but  be  affli6led  at  feeing  a  Prince  of  fuch  ex- 
pedtarions  raviflied  from  their  hopes;  and  their  grief 
was  the  better  founded,  as  the  King  had  already  at- 
tained to  an  advanced  age,  and  the  heir  apparent, 
George,  now  Prince  of  Wales,  was  a  minor. 

§  L.  His  Majefty,  forefeeing  all  the  inconvenien-  An.  1751. 
ties  which  might  arife  from  a  minority,  deliberated 
with  his  council  on  this  liibjedl,  and  refolvc'd  to  ob- 
tain a  pariiamentary  fandtion  for  the  meafures  judged 
ncccflary  to  fecure  the  fucceflion.  With  this  view 
he  fent  a  meflage  to  both  Houfcs  on  the  twenty- 
lixth  day  of  April,  imporring,  That  nothing  could 
conduce  fo  much  to  the  prefervation  of  the  Protertant 
fucceflion  in  his  Royal  Family,  as  proper  provifions 
for  the  tuition  of  the  perfon  of  his  lucceflbr,  and  for 
the  regular  adminiftration  of  the  government,  in 
cafe  the  fucceflbr  fhould  be  of  tender  years:  his 
Majefly,  therefore,  earneftly  recommended  this 
weighty  af&ir  to  the  d'cliberarion  of  Parliament ; 
and  propofed,  that  when  the  Imperial  Crown  of 
thcfe  realms  fhould  defcend  to  any  of  the  late 
Prince's  fons,  being  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
his  mother,  the  Princefs  Dowager  of  Wales,  (hould 
be  guardian  of  his  perfon,  and  regent  of  thefe  king- 
doms, unril  he  fhould  attain  the  age  of  majority, 
with  fuch  power$  and  limitations  as  fhould  appear 
neceflary  and  expedient  for  thefe  purpofes.  This 
meflage  produced  a  very  aiFedlionate  addrefs,  pro- 
miiing  to  take  the  affair  into  their  ferious  confider- 
arion ;  and  in  the  beginning  of  May  the  Duke  of 
Ncwcaflle  prefcntcd  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  a  bill 
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BO  OK  ta provide  ft>r  the  adminifiration  of  gqm^Qfmit^  ift 
III.      caic  the  crowi>  (hould  defcend  to  a  o^inor.    The 

^^"J[^^  IhU  w^  read  a  fccond  time,  and  committed,  whct^ 
4  ftcond  meflage  arrived  from  his  Majefty,  rdcom- 
m<ending  to  their  coniideration  the  Settlement  of  i^h 
^  coimcil  of  regency  as  the  bill  propofip4,  coofiitiag 
of  hk  Royal  Righnefs  the  Duke  of  Ciin:theda|i4ji 
vflm  at  that  time  commanded  the  army,  t]fic  Afich- 
h^op  of  Canterbury,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  tliA 
j^ird  High  Treafurer,  or  fi,i^  L^rd  Cofnmiffioner 
of  th?  Treafuiy,  the  Prefidcnt  of  the  Council,  the 
Lprd  Priyy-Seal,^  the  Lord  High- Admiral  of  Greats 
mtsun,  or  firft  Commifiionier  of  the  Admiralty,  the 
two  principal  Secretari^  of  State,  and  the  Lord 
Chief  Jullice  of  the  King's- Bench ;  aU  tlpefe  gceat 
Qjg^cers,  except  his  Royal  j^ighneft  the  Duke,  ^ic 
the  time  being.  This  bill  did  not  pai^  through  thje 
Lower  E(9Utfe  without  violent  debate  ud  bil^tei;  £u- 
cafms.  The  council  of  regency,  though  ei^iafedi 
by  all  the  minift-ry,  including  the  P^ymaijter-gftii^rali, 
met  with  fierce  oppoiition,  as  an^  unneceflaiy  and 
l^tal  reflridlion,  that  would  impede  the  machine  o^ 
government,  and.,  as  the  council  was  conilituted,^ 
might  be  produi5live  of  the  mod  pernicious  con£e- 
quence.  Some  of  tbe  members  ventured  even  ta 
i/ifinuatethe  dapger  of  leaving  at  the  head  of  a  large 
landing  araiy  a  Prince  of  the  $lood  v^ed  with  a 
ihare  of  the  regency,  poil^iled  of  great  perfopal  iA- 
fluence,  the  darling  of  the  foldiery,  braye,  popu^^ 
and  &n)berpriiing :  fuppoied  not  wholly  devoid  of 
ambition,  and  npt;  at  all  rem^irkable  for  aay  fyo^^-- 
toms  of  extraor4inary  affi^dlion  towards  the  perfoa 
of  the  heir-apparent.  The  hiftory  of  England  was. 
ranfacked  for  in\adiou8  inilances  of  Royal  uncles  and 
r,egents,  who  had  injured  the  Sovereigns,  and  dif- 
treiled  the  government,  by  their  pride,  cruelty,  and, 
ambition.  The  charadera  of  John  Lackland,  and 
John  of  Graunt,  Humphrey  and  Richard  Dukes  of 
GIouceftcr,.w|ere  called  in  review,  canvaflcd,  com- 
pared. 
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pftredy  and  quotied,  with  fome  odious  applications:  CHAP, 
but  the  majority,  being  convinced  of  the  loyalty,^     ^-   ^ 
virtue,    integrity,  and  great  abihties  of  his  Royal  ^tHT 
Kighnefs,  to  whom  the  nation  owed  obligations  of 
the  mod  important  nature,  paflcd  the  bill  with  a  few 
amendments,  in  which  the  Lords  acquiefced;  and 
in  a  little  time  it  received  the  Royal  fan6tion. 

^  LI.  The  death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  fatal 
td  a  bill  which  had  been  brought  into  the  Houfe  of 
Comthdns,  for  naturalizing  all  foreign  Proteftants 
who  (hoUld  fettle  within  the  dominions  of  Great- 
Britikin.  Political  arithmeticians  have  generally 
taken  it  for  granted,  that  to  every  commercial  na- 
tion an  increaft  of  people  is  an  increafe  of  opulence  j 
ami  tht3  majtim  is  certainly  true,  on  the  fuppofitioit 
that  every  individual  is  induftrious,  and  that  there  ii 
k  fuflkient  field  for  employment ;  but  all  thefe  ge- 
neral maitims  ought  to  be  received  under  certain 
qualifications.  When  all  branches  of  manufa6lure 
are  overftocked,  an  addition  of  workmen  will  doubt- 
left  be  an  additional  incumbrance  on  the  commu- 
nity. In  the  debates  which  this  bill  produced,  the 
rafembcrs  of  the  miniftry  were  divided  among  them- 
fclves.  The  meafure  was  enforced  by  the  Chancellot 
of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  W.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Littel- 
fon ;  and  in  oppofing  it  the  Earl  of  Egmont  was 
joihed  by  Mr.  Fox,  Secretary  at  War.  Petitions 
and  counter-petitions  were  prefented  by  the  mer- 
chants of  London,  Briftol,  and  other  trading  towns 
trf  the  kingdom.  All  merchants  and  traders  of  fo- 
reign extraction  exerted  themfelves  vigoroufly  in  its 
behalf,  and  it  was  without  doubt  countenanced  by 
the  admin iftration ;  but  the  proje6l  was  odious  to 
the  people  in  general.  The  Lord-Mayor,  Alder- 
men, and  Commons  of  London,  in  Common  Council 
aflcmbled,  compofed  a  remonflrance  to  the  Lower 
Houfe,  fetting  forth  the  danger  and  inutility  of  a 
general  naturalization  of  foreign  Proteflants.  A  pe- 
tition-  of  the  merchants;  and  principal  inhabitants  of 
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BOOK  Briflol  reprefentcd  that  fuch  a  law  would  be  prcju- 
^  ^'  J  dicial  to  the  trade  and  commerce  of  this  kingdom, 
y^su  by  preventing  many  induflrious  artificers  from  pro- 
curing a  fufRcient  fupport  for  themfelves  and  their 
families,  and  of  conlequence  increafing  the  rates  of 
the  poor:  that  the  introduction  of  fuch  a  number  of 
foreigners,  inftead  of  being  a  fupport  to  the  prefent 
happy  eflabliftiment,  might  endanger  the  very  bafis 
of  our  conliitution :  that  it  would  greatly  tend  to 
the  diminution  of  our  manufadlures,  as  many  Grangers 
would  doubtlefs  come  and  refide  in  England  for  a 
time,  in  order  to  learn  the  methods  and  management 
of  our  manufactures  and  artificers;  and,  after  having 
obtained  this  in(lru<5tion,  return  to  their  native 
countries,  where  they  would  eftablifh  and  carry  on 
works  of  the  fame  nature.  The  twentieth  day  of 
March  being  appointed  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  it  was  poftponed,  in  confequence  of  the  unfor- 
tunate death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales;  and  other  peti- 
tions from  different  cities  of  the  kingdom  being 
mnftered  againft  it  in  the  fequel,  the  miniftry  did 
not  think  proper  to  perfift  in  any  unpopular  meafurc 
at  fuch  a  delicate  conjuncture;  fo  the  bill  was  no 
more  brought  upon  the  carpet.  Divers  other  regu- 
lations, relating  to  civil  policy  as  well  as  to  the 
commerce  of  Great  Britain,  were  propounded  in  the 
Iloufe  of  Commons;  but  thcfe  propofals  proved 
abortive,  either  becaufe  they  appeared  crude  and 
indigefted  in  themfelves,  or  the  Houfe  could  not 
obtain  proper  information  touching  the  allegations 
they  contained. 

^  LII.  There  were  no  other  tranfaCtions  in  this 
feHion,  except  the  concurrence  of  both  Houfes  in 
ftigmatifing  a  printed  paper,  intituled,  "  Conftitu- 
*^  tional  Queries,  earneftly  recommended  to  the  fc- 
"  rious  confideratioa  of  every  true  Briton  ;"  and 
the  fieps  taken  by  the  Commons,  in  confequence  of 
the  commotions  occafioned  by  the  Weftminfter  elec- 
tion.   The  above  mentioned  paper,  which  had  been 
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conycyed  by  letter  to  the  majority  of  both  Houfes,  CHAP, 
was  communicated  to  the  Lords  in  the  month  of  ^  ^'  ^ 
January  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  moved  vitu 
for  refolutions  againft  it  as  a  fedidous  libel,  and  that 
the  concurrence  of  the  Contmons  might  be  defired. 
A  conference  accordingly  enfued,  and  both  Houfea 
concurred  in  voting  me  paper  a  falfe,  malicious, 
fcandalous,  infamous,  and  fedirious  libel,  containing 
the  molt  falfe,  audacious,  and  abominable  calumnies 
and  indignities  upon  his  Majcfty,  and  the  moft  pre- 
fumptuous  and  wicked  iniinuations  that  our  laws, 
liberties,  and  properties,  and  the  excellent  conftitu- 
tion  of  this  kingdom,  were  in  danger  under  his  Ma- 
jeft/s  legal,  mild,  and  gracious  government,  with 
intent  to  inftil  groundlefs  fufpicions  and  jealoufiea 
into  the  minds  of  his  Majefty*s  good  fubjedts,  and 
to  alienate  their  afFedions  from  his  Majefty  and  the 
Royal  Family.  Is  was,  therefore,  rcfolvcd  by  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  and  Commons  in 
Parliament  aflembled ;  That,  in  abhorrence  and  dt;- 
teftation  of  fuch  abominable  and  feditious  practices, 
the  paper  ihould  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mon hangman  in  the  new  Palace  yard  of  Weftmin* 
ftcr;  and  this  fentence  was  executed  accordingly. 
Then  they  prefented  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  de- 
firing  that  the  moft  efFetitual  means  might  be  taken 
for  difcovering  the  author,  printer,  or  publifher,  that 
he  or  they  might  be  brought  to  condign  punifh- 
ment.  Diredlions  were  given  for  this  purpofc ;  but 
without  efFedl.  Thofe  concerned  in  writing,  print- 
ing, and  circulating  the  paper,  had  a6ted  with  fucli 
-caution,  that  not  one  of  them  was  ever  difcovercd. 

^  LIII.  The  proceedings  of  the  Commons  with 
refped  to  the  ele<3ion  of  a  burgefs  for  Weftminftcr 
were  attended  with  fome  extraordinary  circum- 
fiances,  which  we  (hall  now  record,  for  the  edifica- 
tion of  thofe  who  pique  themfelvcs  on  the  privi- 
leges of  a  Britifti  fubjcdt.  We  liave  already  ob- 
icrved^    that  a  majority  appearing  on  the  poll  for 
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BOOKLoWTreuthirti,  t?he  ajdhercotsof  Ac  othfercaocfi- 
^\  J  date,  Sir  George  Vandcput,  demanded  a  iantby, 
1751.  which  was  granted  by  the  High-batliiF  of  WcfimiB- 
fier,  the  returning  of&cer.  During  this  tedtons  in- 
veftigation,  which  rolled  clliefly  on  the  quaIi6cadons 
cf  voters,  he  adted  with  fucfa  ^dreis  and  feeming 
candour  as  ^ave  entire  fatiafadtion  to  both  parties^ 
till  at  lengtn  he  determined  in  favour  of  Ixnd 
Treotham,  whom  he  returned  as  duly  cledied.  Thofe 
who  Ailed  themfelves  the  Independent  Electors  did 
not  acquiefce  in  this  determination  without  clamour^ 
reproach,  menaces,  and  riot.  They  taxed  Mr.  Leigh, 
the  High- bailiff,  with  partiality  and  injuftice  :  tbcy 
loudly  affirmed,  that  minifterial  influence  had  been 
ufed  in  the  moil  fcandalous  manner;  and,  finally^ 
joined  Sir  George  Vandeput  in  a  petition  to  the 
Lower  Houfe,  complaining  of  an  undue  ele<9ion  and 
return  of  a  member  for  the  city  of  Wcftminftcr. 
The  Commons,  inftead  of  enquiring  into  the  merits 
of  thefe  {petitions,  ordered  them  to  lie  upon  the 
table ;  and,  without  any  complaint  firom  any  perfon 
ivhatevcr,  a  motion  was  made  that  Leigh,  the  High- 
hdilifF,  (hould  attend  the  Houfe  immediately,  in  or* 
der  to  make  them  acquainted  with  what  he  bad  done 
in  purfuance  of  the  directions  he  had  formerly  re- 
ceived from  that  Houfe,  touching  the  execution  of 
the  writ  for  cle6ling  a  new  member  to  reprefent  the 
city  of  Weftminfter.  As  this  motion  had  been  ptc^ 
concerted,  Leigh  was  attending  in  the  lobby,  and 
immediately  called  into  the  Houfe  to  be  examined 
on  this  fubje6l.  Having,  in  the  courfe  of  his  exa«- 
mination,  alledged  that  the  eledtion  had  been  pro* 
traded  by  affected  delays,  he  was  alked  by  whom, 
and  by  what  means ;  but,  before  he  could  anfwer, 
the  Earl  of  Rgmont,  intcrpbfing,  objedted  to  the 
-queftion  as  improper,  and  moved  for  the  order  of 
the  day.  A  debate  immediately  enliicd,  in  wluch  the 
impropriety  of  the  queftion  was  dcmonftrated  by  Mn 
Henley,    now   Lord -keeper,    Dr,^  Lee,    and  fome 
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ethers,  the  moft  fenfible  and  moderate  members  of  CH  AF. 
the  Houfe  :  but  they  were'oppofed  with  great  vio-  y  ^'^^ 
fence  by  Lord  Vifcount  Corke,  Henry  Fox,  Efq.  Sir  vjiu 
William  Young,  Colonel  Lyttdton,  and  the  weight 
of  the  minifiry ;  fo  that  the  motion  for  the  order  of 
the  day  was  carried  in  the  negative,  and  the  High^ 
bailiff  required  to  anfwer  the  queftion.  Thus  inter* 
io^^u^^y  he  declared  that  he  had  been  impeded  in 
the  fcrutiay,  and  maltreated,  by  Mr.  Crowle,  wha 
had  a6led  as  counfel  for  Sir  Greorge  Vandeput,  by  the 
Honourable  Alexander  Murray,  brother  to  Lord 
Elibank,  and  one  Gibfon,  an  upholfterer,  who  had 
been  very  active,  zealous,  and  turbulent  in  his  en^** 
deavours  to  promote  the  intereft  of  Sir  George  Van*  * 
deput,  or  rather  to  thwart  the  pretentions  of  the 
other  candidate,  who  was  fuppofed  to  be  counte* 
nanced  by  the  miniftry.  Thefe  three  perfons,  thua 
accufed,  wene  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe, 
notwithfianding  the  ilrenuous  remonflrances  of  fe-- 
ireral  members,  who  oppofed  this  method  of  pro«> 
ceediag,  as  a  fpecies  or  oppreilion  equally  arbitrary 
and  abfurd.  They  obferved,  that,  as  no  complaint 
had  been  prefened,  they  had  no  right  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  the  affair :  that  if  any  undue  influence 
had  been  ufed,  it  would  naturally  appear  when  the 
merits  of  the  eledion  fhould  fall  under  their  en- 
quiry :  that  a  complaint  having  been  lodged  already 
againft  the  returning  officer,  it  was  their  duty  to  in- 
▼eiligate  his  condudt,  and  punifh  him,  if  he  (hould 
be  found  delinquent;  but  that  nothing  could  be 
more  flagrantly  unjuft,  and  apparently  partial,  than 
their  negle^ng  the  petitions  of  the  other  candidate 
and  eledors,  smd  encouraging  the  High- bailiff,  who 
flood  charged  with  iniquity,  to  recriminate  upon  his 
accnfers,  that  they  might  be  difabled  from  giving 
evidence  on  th«  enquiry  into  the  merits  of  the  elec- 
tion. What  difference  is  it  to  the  fubjcdt,  whether 
he  is  opprefled  by  an  arbitrary  Prince,  or  by  the 
defpotick  infolence  of  a  minrfterial  majority  ?     Mr. 
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BOOK  Crowle  allcdged,  in  his  own  vindication,  that  he 
x^h^  had  been  employed  as  counfel  by  the  eledlors  of 
1761.  Weftminfter,  and  attended  the  fcrutiny  in  that 
chara«9er ;  that  after  the  High-bailifF  had,  in  the 
courfc  of  the  laft  feliion,  received  the  order  of  the 
Houfe  to  expedite  the  election,  he  hurried  on  the 
fcrutiny  with  fuch  precipitation  as,  he  apprehended, 
was  unjuft,  and  prejudicial  to  his  clients ;  that,  in 
this  apprehenfion,  he  (Mr.  Crowle)  infifted  upon 
the  High-bailifTs  proceeding  with  more  deliberatKm^ 
and  in  fo  doing  he  thought  he  did  his  duty  to  his 
employers.  Some  evidence  being  examined  againft 
him,  declared  he  had  not  only  protradted  the 
fcrutiny,  but  alfo  fpoken  difrefpedful  words  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons :  he  was  therefore,  repri-^ 
fnanded  on  his  knees  by  the  Speaker,  and  dif* 
charged. 

§  LIV.  Mr.  Murray  being  charged  with  having 
uttered  fome  threatening  and  aftrontive  expreffions, 
the  Houfe  adjourned  the  confidetation  of  this  aftair 
for  fome  days,  at  the  expiration  of  which  Mr. 
Murray  was  to  be  heard  by  his  counfel :  but,  in 
the  mean  time,  they  ordered  him  to  be  taken  into 
cuftody  by  the  ferjeant  at  arms  attending  the  Houfe. 
This  ftep,  however,  was  not  taken  without  a  warm 
oppofition  by  fome  of  the  mod  fedate  and  intelligent 
members  of  the  Houfe,  who  confidered  it  as  a  cruel 
adl  of  oppreflion.  They  obferved,  that  in  cafes  of 
breach  of  privilege  no  perfon  complained  of  was  ever 
taken  into  cuftody,  until  after  he  had  been  fully 
heard  in  his  defence  :  that  this  was  literally  pre- 
judging the  caufe  before  it  had  been  examined  ;  and 
the  oppreflion  was  the  greater,  as  the  alledged 
offence  confided  entirely  of  words,  of  which  no 
complaint  or  information  had  been  made  for  above 
eight  months  after  the  fuppofed  offence  had  been 
committed  ;  and,  even  then,  not  till  an  •  accufation 
had  been  lodged  againft  the  informant,  upon  the 
trial    of   which  accufation    the    perfons  informed 
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againft  might  Very  probably  be  the  mbft  material  CHAP, 
witnefles.     They    obfervcd,    that   in   one    of    the  ,    ^    ^ 
higheft  offences  which  can  be  committed  by  words,    1701, 
namely,  that  of  denying  the  King's  right  to  the 
crown,  or  renouncing  the  Trinity,  the  information 
mull  be  brought  in  three   or  four  days  after  the 
words  arc  fpoken  ;  the  words  muft   be  proved  to 
have  been  fpoken  malicioufly,  diredtly  and  advi«    , 
fedly,  and  the  profecution  muft  commence  in  three 
months  after  the  information.     Thefe  fuggeftions 
made  no  more  impreflion  than  if  they  had   been 
uttered  in  a  defert.     Thofe  who  were  fecure  in  their 
number  aflerted  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was 
not  reftriifted  by  the  forms  of  proceedings  at  com*  ; 
mon  law ;  and  that   it    was  neceflary  to  vindicate  ! 
their  own  honour  and  dignity,  by  making  examples  ' 
of  thofe  who  feemed  to  hold  them  in    contempt. 
Mr.  Murray  was  committed  to  the  cuftody  of  the 
ferjeant  at  arms,  and  found  bail ;  and  Gibfon  was 
fent  prifoner  to  Newgate,  from  whence  h^  was  in  a 
few  days  releafed,  upoix  prefenting  an  humble  peti- 
tion, profefling  his  forrow  for  having  incurred   the 
difpleafure  of  the  Houfe,  to  the  bar  of  which  he 
was  brought,  and  received  a  reprimand  on  his  knees 
from  the  -Speaker.     In  the  mean   time  divers  wit- 
neflcs   being  examined   before  the  Houfe,  declared 
That  Mr  Murray  had  been  feen,  about  the  time  of 
the  return  of  a  member  for  Weftminfter,  heading  and 
exciting   a  tumult  to  a<Sts  of  violence  againft   the 
High- bailiff.     The  majority,  therefore  after  a  long 
and   warm  debate,  agreed,  That  for  his  dangerous 
and  feditious  pra<fticcs,  in   violation  and   contempt 
of  the  privileges  of  the  Houfe,  and  of  the  freedom 
of  elections,  he  (hould  be  committed  clofe  prifoner 
to  Newgate.     Then,  in  the  clofe  of   another  violent 
debate   they   refolved,  That  he  Ihould  be  brought 
to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  to  receive  that  feureqce  ofi 
his   knees. .  He    accordingly    appeared,  and    being 
dirciSl^d  by  the  Speaker  to  kneel,  refufed  to  comply. 

He 
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BOOK  He  knew  that  he  could  not  be  difcharged  from 
t^^'^  Newgate  during  the  feffion,  without  petitioning, 
J76U  acknowledging  his  offence,  and  making  fuch  con- 
ceilions  as  he  thought  would  inipl  j  a  confcioufneft 
of  guile  :  he  confidered  this  Whole  tranfa6iion  as  ao 
dppreffive  exertion  of  arbritrary  jtower,  and,  being 
apprifed  of  the  exent  of  their  authority,  determined 
to  bear  the  brunt  of  their  indignation,  rather  than 
make  fubmiffions  which  he  deemed  beneath  th^ 
dignity  of  his  charadter.  When  he  reflifed  to  hum- 
ble himfelf  the  whole  Houfe  was  in  commotion  ;  he 
tvas  no  fooner  removed  from  the  bar  than  they  re- 
folved,  That  his  having  in  a  mod  infolent  and  au- 
dacious manner  refufed  to  be  on  his  knees  at  the  bar 
of  that  Houfe,  in  confequence  of  their  farmer  refo- 
lution,  was  a  high  and  nioft  dangerous  contempt 
of  the  authority  and  privilege  of  the  Commons  :  it 
was,  therefore,  ordered,  that  he  ihould  be  com- 
mitted clofe  prifoner  to  Newgate,  debarred  the  ufe 
of  pen,  ink,  and  paper ;  and  that  no  perfon  ihould 
have  accefs  to  him  without  the  leave  of  the  Houfe, 
Finally,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  confider 
^hat  methods  might  be  proper  to  be  taken  by  them, 
in  relation  to  this  inftance  of  contempt.  Meanwhile 
the  petitioners  againft  the  return  made  by  the  High- 
bailiff,  perceiving  tlie  temper  of  the  Houfe,  and 
the  complexion  of  the  majority,  withdrew  their  pe- 
tition ;  and  the  order  which  had  pafled  for  hear- 
ing the  merits  of  the  election  was  difchargcd.  Mr. 
Murray  bekig  taken  dangcroufly  ill  in  Newgate, 
application  was  made  to  the  Commons,  by  fome  erf 
bis  relations,  that  he  might  be  removed  to  a  more 
convenient  lituation  ;  and  his  phyfician,  being  exa- 
mined, gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  he  was  infected 
•^kh  the  gaol  diftcmper.  Upon  this  reprefentation 
i\tt  H<>ufe  agreed  that  the  Speaker  fhould  ifluc  a 
warrant  for  removing  him  from  Newgate  to  the 
.cufl^dy  ofthe  ferjeant  at  ai*m«;  but  this  favour  he 
pcfufe4  to  accept:,  and  exprefled  the  wartncft  Feien^ 
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oaent  ^gainil  thofe  jrelations  who  had  applied  to  the  CBAP. 
Comnaoas  in  his  behatf.     Thus  he  remained  fequej[^  ^    ^^^ 
tered  even  from  his  own  brother  and  Mcr,  under     1,7*^, 
the  difpleafqre  of  the  Commons  of  England^  who 
condefcended  fo  far  as  to  make  refolutioo^  touching 
the  phyfician,  apothecary,  and  nurfe  who  attended 
this   prifoner.     But  the   prorogation   of   Parliament 
having  put  an  end  to  their  authority  for  that  feflion, 
Mr,  Murray  was  difcharged  of  courfe,    and  con- 
du6led  by  the  (heriffs  from   Newgate  to   bis  owa 
boufe,  in  proceflion,  with  flags  and  flreamers  ex- 
hibiting the  emblems  of  liberty. 

^  Lv.  In  the  month  of  June  the  £efIion  was  clofed 
with  a  fpeech  from  the  throne,  in  which  his  Maj^fty 
thanked  both  Ebufes  for  the  zeal  and  affecStion  they 
bad  manifeftcd  towards  him  and  his  government  i 
and  congratulated  the  Commons  in  particular,  upon^ 
their  firmnefs  and  prudence  in  reducing  the  intefcft 
of  the  national  debt,  a  meafure  as  agreeable  to  him 
as  eflential  to  the  ftrength  and  welfare  of  the  king- 
dom*.— ^The  interior  oeconomy  of  Great-Britain 
produced  within  the  circle  of  this  year,  nothing 
elfe  worthy  of  hiftorical  regard,  except  a  fcries  of 
enormous  crimes,  ariling  from  the  profligacy  of 
individuals,  which  refledled  difgrace  upon  the  mo- 
rals and  the  polity  of  the  nation.  Rapine  and  rob- 
berj'  had  domineered  without  intermiflSon  ever  fincc 
the  return  of  peace  which  was  attended  with  a  re- 
du6lion  of  the  army  and  navy  ;  but  now  crimes  of  a 

*  One  of  the  most  remarkable  acts  which  passed  in  the  course  of 
thi»  session,  was  that  for  regulating  the  connncncement  of  the  year, 
and  correcting  the  calendar,  according  to  the  Gregorian  computation, 
which  had  been  adopted  by  all  other  nations  in  Europe.  By  this 
new  law  it  was  decreed  that  the  new  year  should  begin  on  ,  the  first 
day  of  January,  and  that  eleven  intennediatc  nominal  days  between 
the  second^  and  fourteenth  days  of  September,  17^2,  should  for  that 
time  be  omitted,  so  that  the'  day  succeeding  the  second  should  be 
denominated  the  fourteenth  of  that  month.  By  this  establishment 
of  the  new  stile,  the  equinoxes  and  solstices  will  happen  nearly  on 
the  same  nominal  days  on  which  they  Ml  in  the  year  325,  at  the 
council  of  Nice ;  and  the  correspondence  between  the  English  mer- 
chant^ and  those  of  foreign  countries,  will  be  greatly  faciliuted,  with 
fespect  to  lhe-4atcs  of  letters  and  accounts. 
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BdOK  deeper  dye  fccmed  to  lift  up  their  heads,  in  con- 
in.  tempt  of  law  and  humanity  ♦.  Every  day  almoft 
produced  frcih  inftanccs  of  perjury,  forgery,  fraud, 
and  circumvention ;  and  the  kingdom  exhibited  a 
moft  amazing  jumble  of  virtue  and  vice,  honour 
and  infamy,  compafllon  and  obduracy,  fentiment 
and  brutaUty. 

•  An  indulgent  parent  was  poisoned  by  his  only  dau^ter,  on 
whom,  be:»ides  other  marks  of  tenderness  and  paternal  affection,  be 
had  bestowed  a  liberal  education,  which  greatly  aggravated  her  guilt 
and  ingratitude.  Another  young  woman  m-as  concerned  in  the  as- 
sassination of  her  own  uncle,  who  had  been  her  constant  benefactor 
and  sole  guardian.  A  poor  old  woman,  having  from  the  ignorance 
tml  supersticion^of  her  neighbours,  incurred  the  suspicion  of  sorcoy 
^nd  witchcraft,  was  murdered  in  Hertfordshire  by  the  populace, 
with  all  the  wantonness  of  barbarity.  Rape  and  murder  were  per- 
petrated upon  an  unfortunate  woman  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lon- 
don, and  an  innocent  m?n  mffered  death  for  this  complicated  out- 
rage, while  the  real  crimitials  assisted  at  his  execution,  heard  him 
appeal  to  heaven  for  his  innocence,  and  in  the  character  of  fxteiids. 
embraced  him*  while  he  stood  on  the  brink  oi  eteraity. 
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%\,  Death  of  the  Queen  of  Denmark  and  Prince  of 
Orange.  §  II.  Mifunderjiand'tng  between  the  Czarina 
and  King  of  Prujjfia.  §  III.  Meafiires  for  electing  a 
King  of  the  Romans,  §  IV.  Death  of  the  King  of 
Siieden.  §  V..  Sejion  opened,  jinimojity  of  the 
Commons  towards  Mr.  Murray.  ^  VI.  Proceeding^ 
upon  a  pamphlet y  intituled  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Murray. 
§  VII.  Supplies  granted.     §  VIII.  Civil-regulations* 

.  §  IX.  Law  r  eta  ling  to  the  forfeited  eflates  in  Scot- 
land'  §  ^.  New  corifo/idat ions  of  funds.  §  XI. 
Two  ports  opened  for  the  importation  of  Irifh  wooL 
^  XII.  TA^  King fets  out  for  Hanover.  ^  XIII. 
ylffdirs  of  the  continent.  ^  XIV.  Dijpute, between 
Hanover  and  Prufjia^  concerning  Eaft-Friezeland. 
§  XV.  Mifunderflanding  between  the  Courts  of  Lon^ 
don  and  Berlin.  §  XVI.  Improvement  of  Pomera^ 
via.  §  XY\l.  Treaty  with  the  Ele£lor  Palatine. 
^  XVIII.  SeJJion  opened.     ^  XIX.  Supplies  granted. 

.  %  XX.  Game  ad.  %  XXI.  A3  for  performing 
quarantine.     §  XXII.  And  for  preventing  the  plun^ 

.  ' dering    of  fhiprecked  vejjels.     ^  XXIII.   Bill  re» 
lating  to  the  bounty  on  corn   exported.     ^  XXIV. 
Turkey  trade  laid  open.     §  XXV.  Naluralization  of 
the  Jews.     §  XXVI.  Marriage  aa.     %  XXVII. 
Deliberations  concerning  thefugar  colonies.  ^  XXVIII. 
Fate  of  the  regijier  bill.  ^  XXIX.  Sir  Hans  Sloanes 
Mufeum  pur  chafed  by  Parliament.     ^  XXX.  Story  of 
Elizabeth    Canning.     §  XXXI.  Execution   of  Dr. 
Cameron.     §  XXXII.  Tumults  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom,     ^  XXXIII.  Difturbances  jn  France. 
XXXIV.   Proceedings  of  the  diet  relative  to  Eaji-^ 
Friezeland.  §  XXXV.  Treaty  between  the  Court  of 
Vienna  arul  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.     §  XXXVI. 
Conferences    with,  refped}   to     Nova-Scot'ui     broke 
up.     §    XXXVII.    Defcription    of    Nova-Scotia.  • 
^  JSXXVIIL  Dfputes  concerning  its  limits. 
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BOOK  ^  I.  HTHE  royal  family    of   England  had   fuf- 
^  ^^^'  M  tained  three  fcverc  (hocks  in  the  compafs 

i^iTr    ofa  few  months.     Befidcs  the  lofs  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  which  the  nation  lamented  as   irreparable, 
his  Majefty  was  deeply  afflicted  by  the  untimely  death 
of  his  youngeft  daughter,  the  Queen  of  Denmark, 
who  died  at  Copenhagen,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 
December,  ;in  the  prime  of  youth.     She  was  one  of 
the  moft  amiable  princefles  o(  the  age  in  which  (he 
Jived,  whether  we  confider  the  virtues  of  her  heart, 
or  the  acGomplilhments  of  her  perfon  ;  generous, 
mild,  and  tender-hearted;  beloved  even  almo(t  to 
adoration  by  her  royal  confort,  to  whom  (be  bad 
borne  a  Prince  and  two  Princefles ;  and  tmiveifally 
admired  and  revered  by  the  fubjedts  of  his  Dani(n 
Majefty.    Her  death  had  been  preceded  about  two 
months  by  that  of  her  broihcr-in-law^  the  Prince  of 
Orange,   no  lefs  regretted  by  the  natives  of  the 
United  Provinces,   for  his  candour,  integrity,   and 
hereditaFy  love  td  his  country.    Though  he  had  not 
diftingui(hed  himfelf  by  the  luftre  oS    a  fuperior 
genius,  he  had  been  at  great  pains  to  cultivate  his 
iinder(landing,  and  ftudy  the  true  intereft    of  that 
community  of  which  he  was  a  member.    He   had 
always  approved  himfelf  a  good  and  zealous  citizen, 
and  fince  his  elevation  to  the  Stadtholder(hip,  taken 
Hiany  falutary  fteps  for  the  advantage  of  his  country. 
Atno9g  other  excellent  fchemes  which  he  fuggefled 
he  left  a  noble  plan  with  the  States-General  for  re- 
ftoring  their    commerce  to  its    former  luftre,    and 
lived  long  enough  to  receive  their  warmeft  acknow- 
ledgements for  this  laft  proof  of  his  prudence  and 
patriotifm.     His   (on  and  daughter  being   both  in- 
fants, the  adminiflration  of  the  government  devolved 
upon  the  Princefs,  as  Governante  during  her  fon's 
minority;  and  as  fuch  (he  fucceeded  to  all  the  power 
which  her  hulband  had  enjoyed. 

§  II.  With  rd'peA  to  the  affairs  of  the  continent, 
the  pcaec  of  the  North  focmed  (Ull  as  precarious 
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as  ever:  for  though  the  difference  between  RuffiacHAP. 
and  Sweden  had  been  compromifed,  the  mutual  ^  J^- 
difguft  between  the  Czarina  and  the  King  of^j^ 
Pruffia  had  gained  fuch  acceffion  from  reciprocal 
infults,  ill  offices,  and  inflammatory  declarations, 
that  thefe  two  powers  feemed  to  be  on  the  eve  of 
a  rupture,  and  each  was  employed  in  making  ex- 
traordinary preparations  for  war.  The  Courts  of 
Vienna  and  Great-Britain,  forefeeing  that  fuch  a 
rupture  would  embroil  the  empire,  and  raife  infur- 
mountable  obftru6lions  to  their  favourite  fcheme  of 
dealing  the  Archduke  Jofeph  King  of  the  Romans, 
refolved  to  employ  all  their  influence,'  in  order  to 
cflTetfl  a  reconciliation  between  the  Courts  of  Peterf- 
burgh  and  Berlin.  His  Pruffian  Majefl^y  had  figni- 
ficd  to  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  and  the  States- 
General,  the  fituation  in  which  he  flood  with  the, 
Czarina,  and  folicited  their  interpofition,  that  the 
diflTerence  might  be  amicably  accommodated.  At 
the  fame  time  he  fent  an  envoy  extraordinary  to 
Verfailles,  to  negociate  with  the  French  King  for  a 
very  conliderable  body  of  auxiliaries,  in  cafe  he 
ihould  be  attacked.  Thefe  circumftances  induced 
the  Maritime  Powers,  and  the  Court  of  Vienna,  to 
life  their  utmoft  endeavours  for  the  prevention  of  a 
rupture ;  and  accordingly  they  made  remonftrances 
on  this  fubjedl  by  their  miniflers  at  Peterlburgh, 
propofing  that  the  quarrel  ihould  be  terminated 
without  bloodfhed,  and  all  caufe  of  animoflty  be 
buried  in  oblivion. 

^  III.  In  the  mean  time,  they  eagerly  profecuted 
the  defign  of  the  ele^lion  ;  and  the  Imperial  minifter 
at  Berlin  not  only  communicated  to  his  Prufl[ian 
Majefty  the  fentimcnts  of  the  King  of  England  on 
this  expedient,  but  even  folicited  his  vote  for  the 
Archduke  Jofeph,  when  the  eledion  of  a  King  of 
the  Romans  (hould  be  propofed  in  the  elecftoral 
college.  To  this  propofal  he  replied,  That  he  was 
extremely  well  dilpofed  to  manifeft  his  regard  for 
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BOOK  their  Imperial    Majcilies,    and    to  give   the   moft 

^^ ]^^^  genuine  proofs  of  it,  even  in  the  propofcd  cleftion 

1751.  of  a  King  of  the  Romans,  conlidcrrng  the  great 
merit  of  the  prefent  candidate,  the  Archduke 
Jofeph :  but  he  left  it  to  the  confideration  of  their 
Imperial  Majefties,  whether  the  ele6Hon  would  not 
be  a  little  premature,  if  tranfaded  at  a  time  when  his 
Imperial'  Majefty  was  in  the  flower  of  his  age ;  en- 
joying perfei^t  health ;  and  when  all  Europe,  parti- 
cularly the  Empire,  was  hufhed  in  the  bofom  of 
tranquillity,  fo  that  no  circumftance  fcemed  to 
prognoflicate  the  neceflity  of  fuch  an  election ;  or 
*  of  putting  in  execution  the  motives  mentioned  in  the 

capitulation  of  the  reigning  Emperofs  eledlion; 
cfpecially  as  the  examination  of  thcfe  motives  be- 
longed to  the  whole  Empire,  and  ought  to  precede 
the  eledtion,  by  virtue  of  the  eighth  anicle  of  the 
treaty  of  Weflphalia.  He  obferved,  that,  in  cafe 
of  the  Emperor's  death,  Germany  would  find  her- 
lelf  in  a  very  difagreeable  fituation,  under  the  go- 
vernment of  a  minor.  For  thefe  reafons,  he  faid, 
he  could  not  help  advifing  their  Imperial  Majefties 
to  wait  until  the  Archduke  (hould  be  of  age,  when 
iiis  election  might  be  carried  on  more  conformably 
to  the  laws  and  conftitutions  of  the  Empire,  and 
more  fuitablc  to  the  majefty  of  the  whole  Germanick 
body.  This  reply  he  circulated  among  the  eledors, 
andtin  particular  tranfmitted  it  to  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain,  defiring  they  would  deliberate  maturely  on 
this  fubje6l,  and  confer  together  in  a  body,  as  well 
as  in  private,  that  they  might  proceed  according  to 
the  ancient  cuftom  of  the  eledloral  college,  and 
take  fuch  mcafures  as  (hould  be  judged  expedient 
for  the  honour  and  advantage  of  the  community. 
This  circular  letter  was  anfwcred  both  by  the  King 
of  England  and  the  Eledtor  of  Bavaria,  who  demon- 
flrated,  that  it  was  the  privilege  of  the  Elcdloral 
college  only,  without  any  participation  of  the  other 
Princes  of  the  Empire,  to  cled  a  King  of  the  Ro- 
4  mans 
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mans  during  the  life  of  the  Emperor,  in  order  toe  HAP. 
maintain  the  peace  and  preferve  the  hberties  of  ^J-  ^ 
Germany ;  and  that  the  negledl  of  this  wife  precau-  \j^ 
tion  hath  produced  bloody  wars,  and  many  fatal 
confequences  to  the  Empire,  They  obferved,  that 
nothing  could  more  contribute  to  the  eftablifhment 
of  the  publick  tranc^uillity  than  this  meafure,  fo 
ardently  defired  by  the  majority  of  the  German 
Princes ;  and  that,  although  the  Archduke  Jofeph 
wanted  a  few  years  of  being  of  age,  and  it  might 
poffibly  happen  that  the  reigning  Emperor  fhould 
die  during  that  Prince's  minority,  yet  it  would  be 
much  lefs  prejudicial  to  the  Empire  to  have  a  minor 
chief,  than  to  fee  the  fucceffion  altogether  unfettled. 
His  Pruflian  Majefty  received  a  declaration  to  the 
lame  purpofe  from  the  Ele6lor  of  Mcntz ;  and  un- 
derflanding  that  this  Prince,  as  Arch-Chancellor  of 
the  Empire  intended  to  convoke  an  eledloral  diet, 
in  order  to.propofe  the  ele6tion  of  a  King  of  the 
Romans,  he  wrote  an  elaborate  letter  to  his  Electoral 
Highnefs,  explaining  at  more  length,  his  reafons  for 
poftponing  the  election.  He  quoted  that  fentence 
of  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia  which  exprefsly  declares, 
that  the  eledtion  of  a  King  of  the  Romans  fhall  be 
difcufled  and  ordained  by  the  common  confent  of 
the  States  of  the  Empire ;  and,  therefore,  he  could 
not  conceive  what  right  the  elecSloral  college  had  to 
arrogate  this  privilege  to  themfelves,  excluding  the 
other  States  of  the  Empire.  He  obferved,  that  the 
Imperial  capitulations,  which  were  the  only  laws  of 
the  Empire  that  treated  of  this  fubjedl,  mentioned 
only  three  cafes  in  which  it  was  lawful  to  proceed  to 
fuch  an  election ;  namely,  the  Emperor's  leaving, 
and  long  abfence  from,  Germany ;  his  advanced  age, 
or  an  indifpofition,  rendering  him  incapable  of 
managing  the  reins  of  government;  and  any  cafe  of 
emergency  in  which  the  prefervation  of  the  Empire's 
profperity  is  interefted.  He  affirmed,  that  none  of 
thefc  motives  at  prefent  exifted:  that^  in  cafe  the 
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BOOK  Imperial  crown  (hcnild  devolve  to  a  minor,  many 
w^^L/  "^"cWcfs  and  diforders  muft  cnfuc,  as  the  ccmfti- 
r75u  tutions  of  the  Empire  have  eftablifhcd  no  regulations 
nor  regency  in  that  event:  that  an  eledtion  of  this 
nature,  carried  on  under  the  power,  influence,  and 
authority  of  the  head  of  the  Empire,  would  ftrike  at 
the  fundamental  privileges  of  the  Princes  and  States; 
confequently,  in  time  overturn  the  conftitution  of 
the  Empire,  which,  from  being  an  elective  dignity, 
conferred  by  the  free  and  independent  fuffiages  of 
the  elc6toral  college  and  States  of  Grermany,  under 
certain  capitulations,  obliging  the  Prince  thus  cho- 
fen  to  govern  according  to  law,  would  become  an 
hereditary  fucceflion,  perpetuated,  in  one  femily, 
which,  of  courfe,  muft  be  aggrandifed  to  the  pre- 
judice of  its  co-eftates,  and  the  ruin  of  the  Gef- 
manick  liberties.  In  a  word,  all  Germany  in  gene- 
ral, and  Ratifbon  in  particular,  was  filled  with 
writings  publifhed  on  both  fides :  by  the  Emperor 
and  his  adherents,  to  demonflrate  that  the  eledion 
of  a  King  of  the  Romans,  during  the  life  of  the 
Emperor,  had  often  happened,  and  at  this  prefent 
time  was  neceflary,  and  would  be  advantageous  to 
the  Empire :  while  the  King  of  Pruflia  and  his 
friends  laboured  to  prove  that  fuch  an  eleflion,  at 
the  prefent  jun6ture,  would  be  ill-timed,  irregular, 
and  of  dangerous  confequence.  Perhaps,  if  the 
truth  was  known,  this  enterprifing  Prince  had  pro- 
jedled  fome  great  fcheme,  with  the  execution  of 
which  this  propofed  eftablifhment  would  have  in- 
terfered. Certain  it  is,  he  exerted  himfelf  with  that 
fpirit  and  perfeverance  which  were  peculiar  to  his 
chaiadler  to  fruftrate  the  intention  of  the  Courts  of 
Vienna  and  London  in  this  particular,  and  was 
aflifted  with  all  the  intrigue  of  the  French  miniflry. 
Their  joint  endeavours  were  fo  effectual,  that  the 
Elector  of  Cologn  renounced  his  fubfidiary  treaty 
with  the  Maritime  Powers,  and  once  more  threw 
himfelf  into  the    arms    of    France.      The  Elcflor    \ 
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Pilarinc  being  folicited  by  the  Emprefs- Queen  and  chap. 
his   Britannick    Majcfty    to   co-operate  with  their  ^J^'^ 
views,  infilled,  as  a  preliminary  article,  upon  being     it^JV 
indemnified  by  the  Court  of  Vienna  for   the  ravages 
committed  in  his  territories  by  the  Auftrian  troops, 
during  the  courfe  of  the  laft  war:  the  King  of  ro- 
land,  £le6tor  of  Saxony,  made   the  fame  demand 
of  the  like  indemnification,  which  was  granted  by 
the  mediation  of  King  George :  and   then   he  fub- 
fcribed  to  a  fubfidy-treaty,  obliging  himfelf  to  fur- 
nifh  a  body  of  fix  thoufand  auxiliaries,  in  cafe  they 
ihould  be  required  by  the  Maritime  Powers ;  and  to 
acSl  as  EleAor,  in  concert  with  the  Houfe  of  Auftria, 
in  every  thing  relating  to  the  welfare  of  his  country 
that  fhould  fquare  with  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
Empire.     The  Courts   of  London  and  Vienna  had 
this  election  fo  much  at  heart,  that  they  founded 
almofl  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  to  know  how  they 
flood  affected  towards  the  meafure  propofcd.     The 
King  of  Spain  declined  intermeddling  in  a  domeftick 
affair  of  the  empire.     The   French  King  returned 
an  ambiguous  anfwer ;  from  whence  it  was  conclud- 
ed, that  nothing  but  oppofition  could  be  expelled 
firom  that  quarter.     The  Swedifh  Monarch  was  reur 
dered  propitious  to  the  projedl,  by  aflurances  that 
the  Houfe  of  Hefle-Caflel,  of  which  he  was  the  head, 
fhould  be  elevated  into  an   eledorate.     They  even 
endeavoured  to  foften  his  Pruflian  Majefty,  by  con- 
fenting,  at   laft,  that    the  treaty  of  Drefden,  con- 
firming to    him  the  poiTeflion  of  Silefia,  fhould  be 
guaranteed   by  the  diet  of  the  Empire ;  a  fandlion 
which  he  now  actually  obtained,  together  with  the 
ratification  of  his  Imperial  Majefty.     Notvvithftand- 
ing  this  indulgence,  he  flill  perfifted  in  raifing  frefh 
objections   to  the  favourite  projedl  on   pretence  of 
concerting  meafures    for    preventing  the  inconve- 
niences that  might  refult  from  a  minority ;  for  re- 
gulating the  capitulations  to  be  agreed  on  with  the 
King  of  the  Romans ;  fecuring  the  freedom  of  future 
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BOOK  cle<^i6ns,  and  prcfcrving  the  prerogatives  and  pri- 
v^^^^'  J  vileges  of  the  Gcrmanick  body  in  all  its  members. 
iTsTT^  In  confequence  of  thefe  obftacles,  joined  to  the 
apoftacy  of  the  Elector  of  Cologn,  the  obftinacy  of 
the  Ele6tor  Palatine,  and  the  approaching  diet  of 
Hungary,  at  which  their  Imperial  Majeftics  were 
obliged  perfonally  to  prefide,  the  meafures  for  the 
election  were  fufpended  till  next  fummer,  when  his 
Britannick  Majefty  was  expelled  at  Hanover,  to 
put  the  finifhing  ftroke  to  this  great  event  in  favour 
of  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria. 

^  IV.  Another  difappointment,  with  refpe(S  to 
this  elefiion,  the  promoters  of  it  fuflained  in  the 
death  of  his  Swedifh  Majefty,  who  expired  in  a 
good  old  age,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Adolphus  Fre- 
derick, Duke  of  Holftein  Eutin,  Biftiop  of  Lubeck, 
upon  whom  the  fucceffion  had  been  fettled  for  fomc 
years,  by  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the  States 
of  the  kingdom.  This  Prince  afcended  the  throne 
of  Sweden  without  the  leaft  difturbancc ;  and,  of 
his  own  accord,  took  an  oath  in  full  fcnate,  that  he 
would  never  attempt  to  introduce  a  defpotick  au- 
thority ;  but  maintain  their  liberties  with  his  blood, 
and  govern  his  fubje<5\s  in  all  refpecSls  according  to 
the  laws,  and  the  form  of  government  eftablifhed  in 
Sweden.  This  publick  a6l,  which  was  communi- 
cated to  all  the  foreign  minifters,  and  particularly  to 
the  envoy  from  Peterlburgh,  met  with  fuch  a 
favourable  reception  from  the  Czarina,  that  flic 
cxprefTed  her  fatisfadtion  in  a  publick  declaration; 
and  the  good  underdanding  between  the  two  courts 
was  perfedlly  reflored. 

§  V.  When  the  Parliament  of  England  was 
opened,  in  the  month  of  November,  the  King,  in 
his  fpeech  from  the  throne,  gave  them  to  underltand, 
That  for  the  fame  purpofes  which  fuggefted  the  trea- 
ty with  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  he  had  now,  in  con- 
junction with  the  States-General  concluded  another 
uith  the  King  of  Poland,  Eledtor  of  Saxony.    He 
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told  tbem,  that  the  unfortunate  death  of  the  Prince  chap. 
of  Orange  had  made  no  alteration  in  the  ftate  of  *  ^^• 
affairs  in  Holland ;  and  that  he  had  received  the  ^^^ 
ftrongeft  aflurances  from  the  States,  of  their  firm 
refolution  to  maintain  the  intimate  union  and  friend- 
fhip  happily  fubfifting  between  his  Majelly  and  thofc 
ancient  and  natural  alHes  of  his  crown.  He  ex- 
horted both  Houfes  to  confider  ferioufly  of  fomc 
cfFe6lual  provifions,  to  fupprefs  thofe  audacious 
crimes  of  robbery  and  violence,  grown  fo  frequent 
about  the  capital,  proceeding  in  a  great  meafurc 
from  that  profligate  fpirit  of  irreligion,  idlenefs, 
gaming,  and  extravagance,  which  had  of  late  ex- 
tended itfelf  in  an  uncommon  degree,  to  the  dif- 
honour  of  the  nation,  and  the  great  offence  and 
prejudice  of  the  fober,  and  induftrions  part  of  the 
people.  The  paragraphs  of  this  fpeech  were,  as 
ufual,  echoed  back  to  the  throne  in  addrefles,  re- 
plete with  expreffions  of  loyalty,  afFe6lion,  and  ap- 
probation, Oppofition  was  by  this  time  almoft 
cxtinguifhed  ;  and  the  proceedings  of  both  Houfes 
took  place  with  fuch  unanimity  as  was  hardly  ever 
known  before  this  period  in  a  Britifh  Parliament. 
The  Commons,  however,  feem  to  have  aflembled 
with  fuch  fentiments  as  did  no  great  honour  to  their 
temper  and  magnanimity.     In  a   few  days  after  the 

feflion   opened.    Lord  Vifcount   C e,   a  young 

nobleman,  whofe  character  entitled  him  to  very 
little  regard,  or  influence  among  men  of  fenfe  and 
probity,  made  a  motion,  that  Mr.  Murray,  who 
had  been  fo  fevercly  perfecuted  in  the  lall  feflion  for 
refufing  to  humble  himfelf  on  his  knees  before  them, 
(hould  be  again  committed  clofe  prifoner  to  New- 
gate for  the  fame  offence.  This  propofal,  which 
fuppofed  a  power  that  the  Commons  had  never  be- 
fore exercifed,  was  fharply  difputed  by  the  Earl  of 
Egmont,  and  others,  who  had  not  refigned  all  fenfe 
of  moderation  ;  but  the  majority  adopted  the  mea- 
furc with   great  cagernefs,    and    the   Speaker  was 
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BOOK  ordered  to  ilTue  his  warrant  accordingly.    Then  the 
^^^Houfe  refolved,  That  the  faid   Alexander  Murray 
Tt^k     ihould  receive  the  fentence,  for  his  now  being  com- 
mitted clofe  prifoner  to  his  Majefty's  gaol  of  New- 
gate at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  upon  his  knees  ;  and 
the  Serjeant  at  arms  was   commanded  to  take  him 
into  cuflody  for  this  purpofe.     Their   indignation, 
however,  was  eluded  by  the  caution  of  the    delin- 
quent, who,  having  forcfeen  the  cfFe6ls  of  their  rc^ 
fentment,  had  prudently  retired  to  another  country. 
They   determined,  neverthelefs,  to  proceed  agair^ 
him  as  a  perfon  of  fomc  confequence  in  the   com- 
monwealth ;  for,  being  informed  of  his  retreat,  they 
condefcended  fo  far  as  to  prefent  an  addrefs  to  hw 
Majefty,  defiring  that  his  royal   proclamation  might 
be  iflued  for  apprehending  the  faid  Mr.  Murray, 
promising  a  reward  to  him  who  Ihould  halve  the 
good  fortune  to  apprehend  this  fugitive — a  rcqueft 
with  which  his  Majefty  moft  gracioufly  complied. 

§  VI.  Nor  was  this  the  only  addrefs  prefented  to 
the  King  upon  fuch  an  important  fubjetl.  A  pam- 
phlet, intitled,  "  The  Cafe  of  the  Hon.  Alexander 
Murray,  Efquire,  in  an  Appeal  to  the  People  of 
Greit- Britain,"  was  firfl:  ftigmatized  in  a  complaint 
to  the  Houfe,  and  was  afterwards  produced,  and  read 
at  the  table.  The  piece  was  written  with  great  acri- 
mony, and  abounded  with  fevere  animadverfions, 
not  only  upon  the  condu6l  of  the  returning  officer, 
but  alfo  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Commons.  The 
violent  members  immediately  took  fire,  and  the, 
flame  extended  itfclf  to  the  majority.  Nay  the 
Houfe  unanimoufly  refolved.  That  the  pamphlet 
was  an  impudent,  malicious,  fcandalous,  and  fedi- 
tious  libel,  falfely  and  moft  injurioufly  refleAing 
upon,  and  afperfing  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe, 
tending  to  create  mifapprehenfions  in  the  minds  of 
the  people,  to  the  great  difhonour  of  the  faid  Houfe, 
and  in  violation  of  the  privileges  thereof.  They 
furthermore  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  de- 
firing 
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firing  his  Majcfty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafcd  to  give  chap. 
d]re6tions  to  bis  Attorney-General  to  profccute  the  yj^'j 
authors  or  author,  the  printers  or  printer,  and  the  y^^u 
pubUfhers  or  publifher  of  the  faid  fcandalous  libel, 
that  they  might  be  brought  to  condign  punifliment. 
Dirediions  were  accordingly  given  for  this  purpofe, 
and  a  profecution  commenced  againft  the  publifher, 
who  had  fome  reafon  to  be  difmayed,  confidering 
the  great  weight  of  influence  he  was  doomed  to  en- 
counter— influence  arifing  from  a  profecution  of  the 
Crown  inftituted  at  the  requefl:,  and  founded  on  a 
vote,  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Neverthelefs, 
when  the  caufe  was  heard  before  the  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  of  England,  a  jury  of  free-born  Englifhmen, 
citizens  of  London,  afferted  their  privileges  of  judg- 
ing the  law  as  well  as  the  fa6V,  and  acquitted  the 
defendant  with  a  truly  admirable  fpirit  of  indepen- 
dency. They  confidered  the  pamphlet  as  an  appeal 
againfl:  opprellion ;  and,  convinced  that  the  con- 
tents were  true,  they  could  not  in  confcience  ad* 
judge  it  a  falfe  libel,  even  though  it  had  been  fo  de* 
clared  by  one  of  the  branches  of  the  legiflature, 

^  VII.  The  Commons,  in  regulating  the  fupplies 
of  the  enfuing  year,  voted  the  continuation  of  eigh- 
teen thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-feven  men  for 
the  land-fervice,  though  not  without  fome  oppofi- 
tion  from  certain  patriots,  who,  rather  from  a  fenfe 
of  duty  than  from  any  hope  of  influencing  the  majo- 
rity, affirmed  that  fixtcen  thoufand  men  in  time 
of  peace  would  anfwer  all  the  ends  propofed  by  a 
flanding  army.  The  number  of  feamen  was  flxed 
at  ten  thoufand  :  large  fums  were  granted  to  make 
up  deficiencies,  and  fulfil  the  engagements  of  the 
Crown  with  the  Ele6lors  of  Bavaria  and  Saxony,  as 
well  as  for  the  maintenance  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
Georgia,  and  the  caftles  on  the  coafl:  of  Guinea ; 
and  one  hundred  and  twelve  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  fifty-two  pound-;,  three  (hillings,  and  three 
pence  were  voted,  as  a  full  compenfation  to  the  old 
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BOOK  Royal  African  Company  for  their  exclufi re  charter 
^^^^and  property,  to  be  applied  for  the  relief  of  their 
An.  1752.  creditors*. 

§  VIII.  The  laws  enabled  for  the  encouragement 
of  traffick  and  the  regulations  of  civil  polity,  con- 
lifted  in  an  adl  for  liccnfing  pawnbrokers,  and  for 
the  more  efFcdtual  preventing  the  receiving  of  ftolen 
goods :  another  for  preventing  thefts  and  robberies, 
by  which  places  of  entertainment,  dancing,  and  mu- 
fick  in  London,  Weftminfter,  and  within  twenty 
miles  of  the  capital,  were  fupprefled  and  prohibited^ 
unlefs  the  proprietors  of  them  could  obtain  licences 
from  the  juftices  of  the  peace,  empowered  for  that 
purpofe  :  a  third  for  annexing  the  forfeited  cftates 
m  Scotland  unalienably  in  the  Crown,  after  having 
made  fatisfa<5lion  to  the  lawful  creditors ;  eftabli(h- 
ing  a  method  of  leafing  thcfe  eftates,  and  applying 
the  rents  and  profits  of  them  for  the  better  civilizing 
and  improving  the  Highlands,  and  preventing  fu- 
ture diibrders  in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom. 
Nothing  could  be  more  falutary  than  the  purpofes 
of  thefe  regulations.  The  fuburbs  of  the  metropolb 
abounded  with  an  incredible  number  of  publick 
houfes,  which  continually  refounded  with  the  noife 
of  riot  and  intemperance  :  they  were  the  haunts  of 
idlenefs,  fraud,  and  rapine  ;  and  the  feminaries  of 
drunkenncfs,  debauchery,  extravagance,  and  every 
vice  incident  to  human  nature :  yet  the  fuppreffion 
of  thefe  receptacles  of  infamy  was  attended  with  an 
inconvenience,  which,  in  fome  cafes,  arofe  even  to 

*  These  expcncea  were  defrayed  bv  a  comlnuation  of  the  duties 
on  malt,  &c.  a  land-tax  at  tljrcc  slii'llinjijs  in  the  pound  ;  a  duty  on 
licences,  to  be  vcarlv  paid  by  pawnbrokers  and  dealers  in  second- 
hand goods,  withm  the  bills  of  mortality  ;  the  sum  of  one  miliion 
four  hundred  thousand  pouijds  advanced  by  the  Bank,  according  to 
a  proposal  made  f«>r  th  it  j)urnosc* ;  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  to 
be  issued  by  the  sinking-tuna ;  a  duty  laid  on  ^um  sene«3  ;  and 
the  continuation  of  divers  other  occasional  imposiuons.  The  ^ranis 
for  the  year  amounted  to  something  less  tlian  four  millions,  and  tl»e 
provisions  made  for  tliis  expcnce  exceeded  it  in  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred seventy-one  thousand  twenty-four  pounds,  ten  shilling?,  and 
•ix-peiicc  halfpenny. 
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a  degree  of  oppreffion.  The  juftices  being  veiled 
by  the  legiflature,  with  the  power  of  granting  or 
refiifing  licences,  were  conftituted,  in  effect,  the  ^"1732 
arbiters  on  whofe  decifion  the  fortunes  and  livelihood 
of  many  individuals  abfolutely  depended.  ♦Many  of 
thofe  who  exercifed  this  fpecies  of  magiftracy  within 
the  bills  of  mortality  were,  to  the  reproach  of  go- 
vernment, men  of  profligate  lives,  needy,  mean, 
ignorant,  and  rapacious,  and  often  a6ied  from  the 
mod  fcandalous  principles  of  felfifh  avarice. 

^  IX.  The  law  relating  to  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland  was  well  calculated  for  promoting,  among 
the  inhabitants  of  that  country,  fuch  a  fpirit  of  in- 
duflry  as  might  detach  them  from  their  dangerous 
connedlions,  and  gradually  fuperfede  that  military 
genius  which  had  been  fo  productive  of  danger  and 
alarm  to  the  fouthern  parts  of  Great-Britain.  The 
King,  by  this  a6l,  v/as  empowered  to  appoint  Com- 
miffioners  for  managing  the  forfeited  eftates;  who 
were  enabled  to  grant  leafes  of  fmall  farms,  not 
above  twenty  pounds  a-year,  to  individuals,  who 
fhould  take  an  oath  to  government  to  refide  upon 
and  cultivate  the  lands  thus  let.  It  was  alfo  pro- 
vided, that  no  leafe  fhould  be  granted  for  a  longer 
term  than  twenty-one  years;  and  that  the  leflees 
fhould  not  pay  above  three-fourths  of  the  annual 
value.  Although  thefe  forfeited  eftates  were  gene- 
rally encumbered  with  claims  beyond  their  real  va- 
lue, and  the  a6l  directed  that  they  (hould  be  difpo- 
fed  of  by  publick  fale  ;  yet,  as  they  lay  in  the  moft 
difaftedled  parts  of  the  Highlands,  it  was  thought 
neceflary  that  they  fhould  remain  in  the  poflTeffion  of 
the  Crown,  becaufe,  in  cafe  of  their  being  pub- 
lickly  fold,  they  might  be  purchafcd  in  truft  for  the 
families  of  the  perfons  by  whom  they  were  forfeited, 
and  thus  the  fpirit  of  dilafFcAion  would  ftill  furvive. 
A  valuation,  therefore,  was  made  by  the  court  of 
feflion  in  Scotland,  at  the  joint  fuit  of  the  crown 
and  the  creditors ;  and  the  value  being  afccrtained 
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BOOK  the  juft  claimants  were  paid  out  of  the  nextdds 
kJ^L^  granted  by  Parliament.  The  bill  met  with  confi- 
ij^  derablc  oppofition  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  from  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  and  the  Earl  of  Bath,  uho  pro- 
bably forefaw  that  the  good  efFe(3s  of  this  Itheme, 
fo  laudable  initfelf,  would  be  fruflrated  in  the  exe* 
cution  :  and  that  the  a6l,  inftead  of  anfwering  the 
purpofes  for  which  it  was  intended,  would  fenrc 
only  as  a  job  to  gratify  the  rapacious  retainers  to 
the  government,  and  their  emiflaries,  in  that  coun- 
try. After  a  warm  debate,  however,  it  was  adopted 
by  a  great  majority,  and  obtained  the  Royal  afl^nt. 

&  X.  A  third  law  related  to  certain  articles  of  the 
national  debt,  which  was  now  converted  into  feve- 
ral  joint  flocks  of  annuities,  transferrable  at  the  Bank 
of  England,  to  be  charged  on  the  finking- fund.  A 
great  number  of  different  fiinds  for  annuities,  efta- 
biifhed  at  different  times,  and  by  different  a6)s,  fub- 
lifted  at  this  period,  fo  that  it  was  necefTary  to  keep 
many  different  accounts,  which  could  not  be  regu- 
lated without  confiderable  trouble  and  expence,  for 
the  removal  of  which  the  bill  was  calculated. 

^  XI.  In  confequence  of  petitions  from  the  wool- 
len manufa6lurers  of  Weftmoreland  and  Yorkfhire ; 
two  bills  were  brought  in,  and  pafled  through  both 
Houfes,  by  which  the  ports  of  Laocafter  and  Great 
Yarmouth  were  opened  for  the  importation  of  wool 
and  woollen  yarn  from  Ireland  ;  but  why  this  privi- 
lege was  not  extended  to  all  the  frequented  portspf 
the  kingdom  it  is  not  cafy  to  conceive,  without  fup- 
pofing  a  little  national  jealoufy  on  one  hand,  and  a 
great  deal  of  grievous  reftraint  on  the  other.  Over 
and  above  thefe  new  laws,  fome  unfuccefsful  en- 
deavours were  ufed  in  behalf  of  commerce  and  po- 
lice. A  bill  was  offered  for  laying  further  reftric- 
tions  on  pawnbrokers  and  brokers,  that  they  might 
no  longer  fuck  the  blood  of  the  poor,  and  adl  as  the 
acccflaries  of  theft  and  robbery,  which  was  canvaf- 
fed,  debated,  and  made  its  way  through  the  Lower 
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Houfc  ;  but  the  Lords  reje<Sled  it  as  a  crude  fcheme,  c  H  AP. 
which  they  could  not  amend,  becaufe  it  was  a  mo-  ^  ^^  ^ 
ncy  bill,  not  cognizable  by  their  Houfe,  without  i/SST 
engaging  in  a  difpute  with  the  Commons.  Another 
bill  was  prepared,  for  giving  power  to  change  the 
punifhment  of  felony,  in  certain  cafes,  to  confine- 
ment and  hard  labour  in  dock-yards  or  garrifoos. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  many  who  wiflied  well  to  their 
country,  and  were  properly  qualified  to  profecute  fuch 
enquiries,  that  the  pra61ice  of  configning  fuch  a  num* 
bcr  of  wretches  to  the  hands  of  the  executioner  ferved 
only,  by  its  frequency,  to  defeat  the  purpofe  of  the 
law,  in  robbing  death  of  all  its  terror,  and  the  pub* 
lick  of  many  fubje(5ts,  who  might,  notwithftanding 
their  delinquency,  be  in  fome  meafure  rendered  ufe- 
ful  to  fociety.  Such  was  the  motive  that  influenced 
the  promoters  of  this  bill ;  by  which  it  was  propo* 
fed,  in  imitation  of  that  economy  pratSifed  in  other 
countries,  to  confine  felons  convi6led  under  certaia 
circumiiances  to  hard  labour  upon  the  publick  works 
of  the  kingdom.  The  fcheme  was  adopted  by  the 
Lower  Houfe,  but  reje6led  by  the  Lords,  who 
feemed  apprehenfive  of  its  bringing  fuch  difcredit 
upon  his  Majcliy's  dock-yards,  as  would  difcouragc 
perfons  who  valued  their  reputation  from  engaging 
m  fuch  employment.  Of  ftill  greater  importance  to 
the  nation  was  the  next  meafure  propofed,  in  a  bill 
for  making  the  militia  of  England  more  ufeful,  prc- 
fented  by  Mr.  Thornton,  a  gentleman  of  Yorkfhire, 
who  had  diftinguifhed  himfclf  by  his  loyalty  and  ' 
patriotifm.  It  was  canvafTed  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Houfc,  and  underwent  divers  amendments; 
but  mifcarried,  through  the  averfion  of  the  miniftry 
to  any  projedl  tending  to  remove  or  leflen  the  necef- 
lity  of  maintaining  a  (landing  army.  A  confider- 
ablc  number  of  petitions  for  different  regulations,  in 
refpeft  to  commerce  and  convenience  of  traffick, 
were  prefented,  confidered,  and  left  upon  the  table. 
A  remonftrance  from  the  prifoners  confined  in  the 
gaol   of    the  King's-Bench,    complaining  of  their 
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BOOK  miferable  fituation,    arifing  from  want  of  room  and 
^^^^  other  conveniences,   being  taken  into  confidcration 
•^7^^  by  a  committee,  among  other  evidences,  they  exa- 
mined that  remarkable  perfonagc  who  had  fignalized 
^  himfelf  in  different  parts  of  Chriftendom,  under  the 
name  of  Theodore,  King  of  Corfica.     Though  for- 
'  merly  countenanced,  and  even  treated  as  a  fovercign 
Prince  by  the  Briti(h  miniftry,    he  was  now  reduced 
to  the  forlorn  condition  of  a  confined  debtor ;  and 
to  the  reproach  of  this  kingdom,    died  in  prifon, 
f^rrounded  with  all  the  mifcry  of    indigence,   and 
overwhelmed  with  the  infirmities  of  old  age.     But 
the  moft  remarkable  circumftance  of  the  parliamen- 
tary traufa6tions  that  diftinguiflied  this  feffion,  was 
a  motion  made  in  both  Houfes  for  an  addrefs  to  the 
King,  befeeching  his  Majcfty,  That  in  time  of  pub- 
hck   tranquillity  he  would  be  gfacioufly  pleafed  to 
avoid  entering  into  fubfidiary  treaties  with  foreign 
Princes,    which  are  fo  buthenfome  to  this  nation. 
This  Extraordinary  propofal  was  made  and  ftrenu- 
oufly  urged  by  the  Duke  of  B — ,   and  a  vehement 
debate  enfued,  in  which  the  Earls  of  G — ,  S — ,  and 
H — ,   oppofed  it  with'  an  exertion  of  fuperior  abi- 
lities;   and  the  queftion  being  put,  was  carried  in 
the  negative,    without  a  divifion.     The  fame  fate 
attended  it  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,   where  it  was 
introduced  by  Lord  H — y,  and  fupported  by  fome 
difl:ingui(hed  orators.      The  feflion   ended   in   the 
latter  end  of  March,  when  his  Majcfiy,  having  given 
his   aflent  to  ninety- five  publick  and  private   bills, 
harangued  both  Houfes,    and  prorogued   the  Par- 
liament*. 

•  Aipong  the  proceedings  of  this  session,  it  m;iy  not  be  improper 
to  mention  a  new  act  for  the  prevention  of  iiiurcier.<,  uhirh  bad  b«.«n 
shockingly  frequent  of  late,  importing,  That  e^c^y  crimifuil  convict- 
.•cd  of  tins  horrid  crime  should  be  executed  in  one  day  after  his  sen- 
*  tence,  and  his  body  delivered  lo  the  surgeons  for  dissection — an  ex- 
:■  pedient  which  hath  been  found  productive  of  vcr)'  salutar}-  consc- 
\  quences. 

^  XII. 
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^  XII.  Immediately  after  the  prorogation  the  CHAP. 
.  King  appointed  a  Regency,  and  fet  out  for  Hanover;  s^'j 
in  order  to  complete  the  great  fcheme  he, had  pro*  ij^ 
2c<fted  for  eleding  a  King  of  the  Romans.  Great- 
Britain,  in  the  mean  time,  produced  no  event  of 
importance,  or  any  tranfa<Stion  that  deferves  hifto- 
rical  mention,  except  the  ratification  of  two  treaties 
of  peace  and  commerce  with  the  ftates  of  Tripoli 
and  Tunis  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  concluded  by 
the  Britifh  Confuls  in  thofe  cities,  under  the  influ- 
ence and  aufpices  of  an  Englifli  fquadron,  com- 
manded by  Commodore  Keppel,  fon  to  the  Earl  of 
Albemarle.  The  tide  of  luxury  ftiU  flowed  with  an 
impetuous  current,  bearing  down  all  the  mounds  of 
temperance  and  decorum;  while  fraud  and  profli- 
gacy ftruck  out  new  channels,  through  which  they 
eluded  the  reftridions  of  the  law,  and  all  the  vigi- 
lance of  civil  policy.  New  arts  of  deception  were 
invented,  in  order  to  eijfnare  and  ruin  the  unwary ; 
and  fome  infamous  practices  in  the  way  of  com- 
merce, were  countenanced  by  perfons  of  rank  and 
importance  in  the  commonwealth.  A  certain  mem-» 
her  of  Parliament  was  obliged  to  withdraw  himfclf 
from  his  country,  in  confequence  of  a  difcovery,  by 
which  it  appeared  that  he  had  contrived  and  execu- 
ted fchemes  for  deiiroying  his  own  fhips  at  fea,  with 
a  view  to  defraud  the  infurers. 

^  XIII.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year  the  aflTairs  of 
the  Continent  did  not  undergo  any  material  altera- 
tion. In  France,  the  religious  difpute  concerning 
the  dodtrine  of  Janfenius  ftill  fubfifted  between  the 
Clergy  and  the  Parliament ;  and  feemed  to  acquire 
additional  fuel  from  the  violence  of  the  Archbifhop 
of  Paris,  a  haughty,  turbulent  prelate,  whofe  pride 
and  bigotry  were  fufficient  to  embroil  one  half  of 
Chriftendom.  The  northern  powers  enjoyed  a  per- 
fe6l  tranquillity  :  the  States-General  of  the  United 
Provinces  were  engroflfed  by  plans  of  national  oeco- 
nomy.  Spain  was  intent  upon  extending  her  com- 
merce. 
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BOOK  merce,  bringing  her  inanu£i6lures  to  perfe^Uon,  and 
^^^-  repreffing  the  infolence  of  the  Barbary  corlairs. 
^75^  His  Portugueze  Majefty  endeavoured,  by  certam 
peremptory  precautions,  to  check  the  exportation  of 
gold  coin  from  his  dominions ;  and  iniiiled  upon 
infpe<3ing  the  books  of  the  Britifh  merchants  fettled 
at  Liibon  ;  but  they  refufed  to  comply  with  this  de- 
mand, which  was  contrary  to  a  treaty  fubfifiing 
between  the  two  Crowns  ;  and  he  thought  proper  to 
acquiefce  in  their  refulal.  He  was  much  better 
I  employed,  in  obtaining  from  the  Pope  an  abolition 
<)f  the  annual  proceffion  called  the  Auto  dafij  one 
of  the  mod  horrid  triumphs  of  fpiritual  tyranny. 
The  peace  of  Italy  was  fecured  by  a  defenfive  treaty 
concluded  at  Madrid  between  the  Emperor,  his 
Catholick  Majefly,  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies, 
and  the  Duke  of  Parma  ;  to  which  treaty  the  King 
of  Sardinia  afterwards  acceded. 

^  XIV.  With  rcfpeft  to  the  great  fcheme  of 
clc6ling  the  Archduke  Jofeph  King  of  the  Romans, 
frefli  objections  feemed  to  rife  from  different  quar- 
ters. The  good  underftanding  between  the  Courts 
of  Berlin  and  Hanover  received  an  additional  (hock, 
from  a  difpute  concerning  the  property  of  Eaft 
Priezland,  which  his  Pruilian  Majefty  had  fecured, 
as  heir  tb  the  laft  pofleflbr.  His  firitannick  Ma- 
jefty, as  Ele6lor  of  Hanover,  having  pretenfions  to 
the  fame  inheritance,  his  minifter  delivered  a  me- 
morial to  the  diet  of  the  Empire,  aflembled  at  Ra- 
tift>on,  demanding  that  the  King  of  Fhiflia,  as 
Elector  of  Brandenburgh,  (hould  be  referred  to  the 
decifion  of  the  Aulick  council,  in  regard  to  his 
claim  to  the  eftates  of  Eaft  Priezland  ;  but  the  King 
being  already  in  pofl^eftion,  refufed  to  fubmit  his 
right  to  the  determination  of  that  or  any  other  tri- 
bunal ;  and  when  the  diet  prefumed  to  deliberate  on 
this  affair,  his  envoy  entered  a  ftrotig  proteft  ajninft 
their  proceedings.  At  the  fame  time,  he  prefented 
the  Qther  minifters  with  a  memorial,  tending  to  re- 
fute 
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futc  the  Ele6lor  of  Hanover's  pretenfions  to  the  prin- 
cipality in  queftion. 

^  XV.  At  this  juncture  his  Pruffian  Majefty  made  ^"TTfic* 
no  fcraple  of  expreffing  his  rcfentment  againft  the 
court  of  London,  which  he  fecmed  to  confidcr  as  an 
officious  cabal,  that  had  no  right  to  intermeddle  iri 
the  af&irs  of  Germany.  His  rcfident  at  London 
complained  to  the  Britifli  miniftry,  that  divers  (hips, 
failing  under  the  Pruffian  flag,  had  been  flopped  at 
fea,  and  even  feized  by  Englifh  cruifers ;  and  that 
his  fubjedls  had  been  ill-treated  and  opprefled :  he, 
therefore,  demanded  reparation  in  a  peremptory 
tone ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  difcontinued  the  pay-^ 
ment  of  the  Sileiia  loan,  which  he  had  charged  him- 
felf  with,  by  an  article  in  the  treaty  of  Breflau.  This 
was  a  fum  of  money  amounting  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  pounds,  which  the  Emperor  Charles 
VI.  father  of  the  reigning  Emprcis,  had  borrowed 
of  the  fubjedls  of  Great-Britain,  on  condition  of 
paying  an  interefi  of  fix  per  cent,  and  mortgaging 
the  filver  mines  of  Silefia  for  the  repayment  of  the 
principal.  Thefe  devolved  to  the  King  of  Pruffia 
with  this  incumbrance,  and  he  continued  to  pay  the 
intcreft  pundlually  till  this  juncture,  when  the  pay- 
ment was  flopped;  and  he  publifhed  a  paper,  inti- 
tuled^ "  An  E^pofition  of  the  Motives  which  influ- 
enced his  Condudl  on  this  Occafion."  In  his 
memorial  to  the  miniflry  of  Great-Britain  he  al- 
ledged,  That  eighteen  Pruflian  fhips,  and  thirty- 
three  neutral  veflels,  in  which  the  fubjedls  of  Pruffia 
were  concerned,  had  been  unjuflly  feized  by  EngUfh 
privateers:  his  account  of  damages  amounted  to  a 
▼ery  confiderablc  fum;  and  he  demanded,  in  the 
moil  dogmatick  terms,  that  the  affair  fhould  be 
finally  dtfcufled  in  the  term  of  three  months  from 
the  date  of  his  remonflrance.  The  expofition  and 
memorial  were  fubjedled  to  the  examination  of  the 
ablefl  civilians  in  England,  who  refuted  every  article 
of  the  charge  with  equal  precifion  and  perfpicuity. 

VOL.  in.  Z  They 


Digitized 


by  Google 


838  HISTORY   OF  ENGLAND. 

BOOK  They  proved,  that  captures  by  fea  fell  properly  under 
v-i!L^  the  cognizance  of  thofe  powers  under  whofejorifdic- 
^7^  tion  the  feifures  were  made  ;  and,  therefore,  his  Pruf- 
fian  Majcfty  could  not,  confiftcnt  with  the  law  of  na- 
tions, delernaine  thefe  difputes  in  his  own  tribunals. 
They  demonftrated,  by  undoubted  evidence,  the  fat 
(ity  of  many  fadts  alledged  in  the  memorial,  as  well 
as  the  fairnefs  of  the  proceedings  by  which  fonae  few 
of  the  Prufiian  veflels  had  been  condemned  ;  and 
made  it  appear,  that  no  infult  or  injury  had  been 
offered  to  the  fubjeds  of  Pruffia,  Finally,  they 
obferved,  that  the  Silefia  loan  was  a  private  tranf- 
action  of  fuch  a  nature,  that,  even  if  a  war  bid 
happened  between  the  Emperor  Charles  VI.  and 
his  Britannick  Majeily,  this  muft  have  been  held 
facred  and  inviolable:  that  when  the  Empre^-Queen 
ceded  Silefia  to  the  King  of  Pruifia,  this  monarch 
charged  hixnfelf  with  the  repayment  of  the  loan, 
which,  being  a  private  debt,  and  transferrable,  was 
now  diffuied  into  different  countries,  and  become  the 
property  of  many  others  befides  the  fubjeds  of 
Great- Britain.  They  wound  up  their  chain  of  rca- 
foning  by  obferving,  that,  according  to  agreement 
with  the  Emperor,  the  whole  of  this  loan  ihould 
have  been  repayed  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fevcn 
hundred  and  forty-five;  whereas  the  complaints 
fpecified  in  the  Prufiian  memorial  were  founded  on 
fadts  poflerior  to  that  period.  Whether  his  Pruifian 
Majetty  was  convinced  by  thefe  reafons,  and  defiiled 
from  principle,  or  thought  proper  to  give  up  his 
claim  upon  other  political  confideradons ;  certain  it 
is,  he  no  longer  infified  upon  farisfadtion,  but  or^- 
dered  the  payments  of  the  Silefia  loan  to  be  con^ 
tinued  without  further  interruprion :  a  report,  indeed, 
was  circulated,  that  advantage  had  been  taken  of 
the  demur  by  a  certain  Prince,  who  em[doyed  his 
agents  to  buy  up  great  part  of  the  loan  at  a  confideri- 
able  difcount. 
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^  XVL    How  touch  foevcr  the  Kidg  of  Pruffia  chap, 
maj  be  the  fubjedl  of  cenfure  oa  this  occafioni  it      ^^ 
itrnft  be  allowed  that,  with  regard  to  his  own  fub-    T^gJ^ 
jcds,  he  aded  as  a  wife  kgiflator^  and  the  fiithet 
of  his  country.     He  peopled  the  deferts  of  Pbmen^ 
nia  ;  by  encouraging^  with  royal  bounties,^  a  great 
number  of  indufbioiis  emigrants  to  fettle  in  that 
province ;  the  face  of  which,  in  a  very  few  years^  ' 
imderwent  the  moft  agreeable  alterations.     Above 
fixty  new  villages  arofe  amidfl  a  barren  wade,  and  \ 
every  part  of  the  country  exhibited  marks  of  fui- 
cefsftil   cultivation.      Thofe    folitary  and    defolatd 
plains,    where  no  human  footfteps  had  for  many 
ages  been  feen,  were  now  converted  into  fields  of 
corn.     The  farms  were  regularly  parcelled  out:  the 
houfes  multiplied,    and  teemed   with  population :    ; 
the  happy  peafants,  fheltered  in  a  peculiar  rouiner 
uoder  their  king's  proteflion,  fowed  their  grounds  in    \ 
peace^  and  reaped  their  harvefts  in '  fecurity.     The 
fiune  care  and  indulgence  were  extended  to  the  un- 
peopled parts  of  other  provinces  within  the  Praffiao 
dominions,   and    extraordinary   encouragement  was 
granted  to  all  French  proteftants  who  fhould  cocsie 
aod  fettle  under  the  government  of  this  political 
Itge- 

§  XVII.  The  courts  of  Vienna  and  Hanibver  flill 
employed  their  chief  attention  upon  the  fcheme  of 
deling  a  King  of  the  Romans ;  and  the  ele6ior  of 
Mentz,  influenced  by  the  majority  of  the  college, 
had  convoked  an  eledoral  diet  for  that  purpofe :  but 
ftrong  protefts  againft  this  convocation  were  entered 
by  the  Eledors  of  Cologn  and  Palatine,  infomuch 
that  it  was  thought  expedient  to  conciliate  this  laft^ 
by  taking  fome  fteps  in  his  favour,  with  relpcdl  to 
the  fetisfcuftion  he  demanded  from  the  Emprcfs- 
Queen  and  his  Britannick^Majefty.  His  claim  upon 
the  court  of  Vienna  amounted  to  three  millions  of 
florins,  by  way  of  indemnification  for  the  lofles  he 
had  fuftouied  during  the  war.    He  demanded  of 
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BOOK  the  King  of  England  twenty  thoufand  pounds  ftcr- 
^  ^^'  ^  ling,  for  *  provifion  and  forage  furninied  to  the* 
\j^  Britifti  troops  while  they  a6led  on  the  Maine ;  and 
the  like  fums  for  the  like  purpofes  from  the  States- 
General  of  the  United  Provinces.  The  Empreis- 
Queen  could  not  help  remonftrating  againft  this 
demand  as  exorbitant  in  itfelf,  and  the  more  unrea- 
Ibnable,  as  the  Ele6tor  Palatine,  at  the  death  of  her 
father,  had  openly  declared  againft  the  pragmatick 
lan6tion,  which  he  had  guanteed  in  the  moft 
folemn  manner:  ihe,  therefore;  obferved,  that  the 
damage  he  had  fuftained,  in  confequence  of  that 
declaration,  ought  to  be  coniidered  as  the  coaimon. 
fate  of  war,  Thefe  reafons,  though  conclufive  and 
irrefragable  in  the  ufual  way  of  arguing,  made  no 
impreffion  upon  the  Palatine,  who  perfedUy  well 
underftood  his  own  importance,  and  was  determined 
to  feize  this  opportunity  of  turning  it  to  the  bcft 
advantage.  The  court  of  Vienna,  and  the  Mari- 
time Powers,  finding  him  thus  obftinately  attached 
to  his  own  intereft,  rcfolved  to  bring  him  over  to 
their  views  at  any  rate,  and  commenced  a  negocia- 
tion  with  him,  which  produced  a  formal  treaty. 
By  this  convention  his  demands  in  money  were  fix^* 
at  twelve  hundred  thoufand  Dutch  florins,  to  be 
paid  at  three  inftalments,  five  hundred  thoufand  by 
the  Emprefs-Queen,  and  the  remaining  feven  hun-* 
dred  thotrfand  by  the  King  of  Great-Britain  and  the 
States-General;  according  to  the  proportion  efta- 
blifhed  in  former  treaties.  The  privilege  of  Nm 
appellendoy  for  the  duchy  of  Deux-ponts  vyras  con- 
firmed tO'his  cledoral  highnefs,  together  with  fonw 
other  rights  and  pretenfions,  in  confideration  of  iiis 
concurring  with  the  other  electors  in  the  choice  of 
a  King  of  the  Romans  to  be  cleAed  according  to 
the  cuftoms  prefcribcd  by  the  laws  and  conftitutions' 
of  the  Empire.  H^  likewifc  engaged  to  join  them 
in  fetding  the  articles  of  the  capitulation  with  the 
King  of  the  Romans,  emperor  infuitiro.    Yet,  even 
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after  the  concurrence  of  this  Prince  was  fecured,  CHAP, 
the   purpofcd   eledion   proved  abortive,    from  the  y^*^ 
llrong  objedlions  that  were  ftartcd,  and  the  ftrenuous    iT^gT^ 
oppofition  which  was  made  by  his  PruIIian  Majefly, 
who  perhaps  afpired  in  fecret  at  the  Imperial  dignity, 
which  the   Empfefs-Queen  took  all  this  pains  to 
perpetuate  in  her  own  family. 

^  XVII.  The  King  of  Great-Britain,  returning  An.  175s. 
from  the  continent,  opened  the  feflion  of  Parliament 
on  the  eleventh  day  of  January  with  a  fpeech,  im* 
plying,  That  all  his  views  and  negociations  had 
been  calculated  and  diredted  to  preferve  and  fecure 
the  duration  of  the  general  peace,  fo  agreeable  and 
Beccilary  to  the  welfare  of  all  Europe:  That  he  had 
the  fatis&dion  to  be  aifured  of  a  good  difpofition 
in  all  the  powers  that  were  his  allies,  to  adhere  to 
the  fame  falutary  objedl.  He  exhorted  them  to 
continue  their  attention  to  the  reduction  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  the  augmentation  of  the  finking-Amd^ 
and  the  improvement  of  the  publick  revenue.  He 
recommended  to  their  ferious  confideration  what 
&irther  laws  and  regulations  might  be  neceflary  for 
fuppreffing  thofe  crimes  and  diforders,  of  which  the 
publick  had  fo  juiUy  complained :  and  concluded 
with  an  afllirance,  that  his  hearty  concurrence 
and  endeavours  fhould  never  be  wanting  in  any 
meafure  that  might  promote  their  welfare  and  prof-, 
pcrity.  The  addrefles  in  anfwer  to  this  fpeech  were 
couched  in  the  ufual  form  of  implicit  approbation  ^ 
but  that  of  the   Commons  did  not  pafs  without 

queilion.    The  Earl  of  E took  exceptions  to 

one  paragraph,  in  which  they  acknowledged  his 
Majefty's  wifdom,  as  well  as  goodnefs,  in  purfuing 
luch  meafures  as  muft  contribute  to  maintain  and 
render  permanent  the  general  tranquiUity  of  Europe^ 
4nd  declared  their  fatisfadtion  at  the  alTurances  his 
Majefty  had  received  from  his  allies,  that  they  were 
all  attached  to  the  fame  falutary  objedl.  His  lord- 
ihip  expatiated  on  the  abfurdity  of  thefe  compli-r 
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BOOK  oicnts  at  fuct  a  juniSurc,  when  the  peace  of  Europe 
^}^^\  J  was  fo  precarious,  and  the  Englim  nation  had  fo 
^7^^  much  caufe  of  complaint  and  diflitisfadion.  He 
was  ieconded  by  fome  other  individuals  who  de- 
claimed with  great  vivacity  againft  continental  con- 
jMdtions ;  and  endeavoured  to  expofe  the  weaknefs 
and  folly  of  the  whole  fyftem  of  foreign  meafures 
which  our  miniilry  had  lately  purfued.  It  muil  foe 
owned,  indeed,  that  they  might  have  chofen  a 
better  opportunity  to  compliment  their  fovereign 
on  the  permanency  of  the  peace  than  at  this  jun^bare, 
when  they  muft  have  feen  themfelves  on  the  very 
brink  of  a  new  rupture  with  the  moft  formidable 
power  in  Europe.  But  the  truth  is,  thefe  addrdlesto 
the  throne  had  been  long  confidered  as  compliments 
Uf  coude,  implying  no  more  than  a  refpedful  attach- 
Wnt  to  their  fovetieign  :  accordingly,  both  Houfet 
agreed  to  their  pefpeSive  addrefles  without  divifion. 
The  two  grand  committees  of  fopply  and  of  way& 
and  means,  being  eftablifhed,  the  bufinefs  of  the 
Houfe  was  tran&6led  without  much  altercation; 
and  the  people  had  great  reafon  to  be  fatis6ed  with 
rfieir  moderate  proceedings.  Ten  thoufand  feanaen, 
and  the  ufual  number  o(  land-forces,  were  retained 
&r  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year.  They  provided 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  new  colony  in  Nova* 
Scotia,  the  civil  cftabliftiment  of  Georgia,  the  fup- 
port  of  the  caftles  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  and  the 
ered^ion  of  a  new  fort  at  Anamaboa,  where  the 
French  had  attempted  to  make  a  fettlement ;  and 
they  enabled  his  Majefty  to  fulfil  his  engagements 
with  the  King  of  Poland  and  the  Eledor  of  Bava- 
ria. 

^  XIX.  The  fupplies,  including  -grants  for  for- 
mer deficiencies  and  fervices,  for  which  no  provi- 
fion  had  been  made  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year, 
did  not  exceed  two  millions  one  hundred  thirty-two 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  I'even  pounds,  leventeen 
(billings,  and  two  pence  half-penny  ;   in  order  to 
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defray  which  cxpence  they  afligned  the  duty  on  malt,  c  H  A  F. 
&c.  the  land-tax  at  two   (hillings   in  the  pound,      ^^' 
the  furplus  of  certain  funds  in  the  Exchequer,  and  '^yj^ 
the  fum  of  four  hundred  and  pventy  thoufand  pounds 
out  of  the   finking.fuad ;    fo  that  the  exceedings 
amounted  to  ne^r  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds*. 
As  for  the  national  debt,  it  now  ftood  at  the  enor- 
mous fum  of   fcventy-four  miUions  three  hundred 
lixty-eight   thoufand   four    hundred   and    fifty-one 
pounds,  fifteen  (hillings,  and  one  penny  ;  and  the 
linking-fund    produced  one  million  feven  hundred 
thirty-five  tlioufand  five  hundred  and  twenty-nin^ 
pounds^  fix  (hillings,  and  ten  pence  farthing. 

§  XX.  One  of  the  firft  meafures  brought  upon 
the  carpet,  in  the  courfe  of  this  feffion,  was  an  a6l 
containing  regulations  for  the  better  prefervation  of 
the  game,  of  which  fo  great  havock  had  been  made 
by  poachers,  and  other  perfons  unqualified  to  enjoy 
that  diverfion,  that  the  total  extirpation  of  it  was 
apprehended. 

^  XXI.  The  next  ftep  taken  by  the  Commons 
was  an  affair  of  much  greater  confequence  to  the 
community,  being  a  bill  for  obliging  Ihips  the  more 
efFe<3ualIy  to  perform  quarantine,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  plague  from  being  imported  from  foreign 
countries  into  Great-Britain.  Fgr  this  purpofe,  it 
was  ordained,  that  if  this  dreadful  vifitation  (hould 
appear  in  any  (hip  to  the  northward  of  Cape  Fi- 
nillerre,  the  mafler  or  commander  (houM  imme- 
diately proceed  to  the  harbour  of  New  Grimfby,  in 
one  of  the  iflands  of  Scilly,  and  there  con>municatp 
the  difcovery  to  fome  officer  of  the  Cuftoms ;  who 
ihould,  with  the  firfl  opportunity,  tranfmit  this  in- 
telligence to  another  Cuftom  houfe  officer  in  the 
oearefl  port  of  England,  to  be  by  him  forwarded  to 

•  Several  duties  on  salt,  as  well  as  on  rod  and  white  berrinfrs  de- 
livensd  out  for  home  consumption,  were  rendered  perpetual,  though 
subject  to  be  redeemed  by  Parliament ;  and  it  was  provided,  that  tnc 
d«bt  contracted  upon  these  duties  beinj?  discharired,  p\\  the  ufier  j>roducc 
•f  them  should  become  part  of  the  sinking-funjC 
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BOOK  one  of  his  Majefty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State. 
v«l^!l>  In  the  mean  time  the  (hip  (hould  remain  at  the  fsdd 
^TsaT  ifland,  and  not  an  individual  prefume  to  go  afhorc, 
until  his  Majefty's  pleafure  (hould  be  known.  It 
was  alfo  provided,  that  in  cafe  the  mutter  of  a  fhip 
thus  infe<3ed  (hould  not  be  able  to  make  the  iflands 
of  Scilly,  or  be  forced  up  either  channel  by  violent 
winds,  he  (hould  not  enter  any  frequented  harbour; 
but  remain  in  fome  open  road,  until  he  could  receive 
orders  from  his  Majefty,  or  the  privy  council :  that, 
during  this  interval,  he  (hould  avoid  all  intercourfc 
with  the  (hore,  or  any  perfon  or  veflel  whatfoevcr, 
on  pain  of  being  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and 
fufFering  death  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

§  XXII.  In  order  the  more  effeftually  to  rcprcfs 
the  barbarous  pra6tice  of  plundering  (hips  which  hare 
the  misfortune  to  fufFer  (hipwreck ;  a  praAice  which 
prevailed  upon  many  different  parts  of  the  Briti(h 
coaft,  to  the  difgracc  of  the  nation,  and  the  fcandal 
of  human  nature;  a  bill  was  prepared,  containing 
claufes  to  inforce  the  laws  againft  fuch  favage  delin- 
quents, who  prowl  along  the  (hore,  like  hungry 
wolves,  in  hope  of  preying  upon  their  fellow-crea- 
tures ;  and  certain  provifions  for  the  relief  of  the 
unhappy  fufFerers*.  When  the  mutiny- bill  fell 
under  deliberation,  the  Earl  of  Egmont  propofed  a 
new  claufe  for  empowering  and  requiring  regimental 
courts- martial  to  examine  witnefles  upon  oath  in  all 
their  trials.  The  propofal  occafioncd  a  debate,  in 
which  the  miniftry  were  pretty  equally  divided  i  but 

*  the  claufe  was  difapproved   by  the  majority,   and 

• 

*  By  the  new  law,  the  clerk  of  the  peace  in  the  county  where  the 
crime  shall  be  committed  is  obliged,  upon  receiving  proper  infornw- 
tion,  to  prosecute  the  offenders  at  the  expence  of  the  county.  It  was 
likewise  proposed,  that  in  case  no  prosecution  of  this  nature  shonW 
be  commenced  within  a  certain  limited  time  after  the  informalion 
should  have  l>cen  legally  given,  in  that  case  the  county  migbt  be 
sued  by  the  person  who  Sad  sustained  tlic  damage,  ana  obliged  to 
indemnify  him  for  his  loss :  but  this  clause  was  rejected  by  the  ma- 
jority ;  and  the  bill,  having  made  its  way  through  both  Houses, 
received  tlie  Royal  assent. 
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this  annual  bill  was  enabled  into  a  law  without  any  CHAP, 
alteration.  y  J^'   s 

^  XXIII.  The  next  bill  was  framed  in  confe-  1758. 
quencc  of  divers  petitions  prefented  by  the  exporters 
of  corn,  who  complained  that  the  bounties  were  not 
paid,  and  prayed  tnat  the  Houfe  would  make  proper 
pravifion  for  that  purpofe.  A  bill  was  accordingly 
brought  in,  imponing,  That  intereft  after  the  rate 
of  three  per  cent,  fhould  be  allowed  upon  every  de- 
benture for  the  bounty  on  the  exportation  of  corn, 
payable  by  the  receiver-general  or  cafhier  of  the 
Cuftoms,  until  the  principal  could  be  difcharged 
out  of  fuch  Cuftoms  or  duties  as  are  appropriated 
for  the  payment  of  this  bounty.  This  premium  on 
the  exportation  of  corn  ought  not  to  be  granted, 
except  when  the  lownefs  of  the  market  price  in 
Great-Britain  proves  that  there  is  a  fuperabundance 
in  the  kingdom  ;  otherwife  the  exporter  will  find 
his  account  in  depriving  our  own  labourers  of  their 
bread,  in  order  to  fupply  our  rivals  at  an  eafier  rate: 
for  example,  fuppofe  wheat  in  England  fhould  fell 
for  twenty  Ihillings  a  quarter,  the  merchant  might 
export  into  France,  and  afford  it  to  the  people  of 
that  kingdom  for  eighteen  fhiUings,  becaufe  the 
bounty  on  exportation  would,  even  at  that  rate, 
afford  him  a  confiderablt  advantage. 

^  XXIV.  A  great  number  of  merchants  having 
prefented  petitions  from  different  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, reprefenting  that  the  trade  of  Turkey  was 
greatly  decreafed,  afcribing  this  diminution  to  the 
cxclufive    charter    enjoyed   by  a    monopoly^    and 

K raying  that  the  trade  might  be  laid  open  to  all 
is  Majefty*s  fubje6ls,  one  of  the  members  for  Jl.i- 
verpool  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  this 
purpofe.  3uch  a  meafure  had  been  twice  before 
propofed  without  fucceft ;  but  now  it  was  adopted 
without  oppofition.  A  bill  was  immediately  intro- 
duced ;  and,  notwithftanding  all  the  interefl  and 
efforts  of  the  Turkey  company,  who  petitioned  the 
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B^oOKHoufc  againft  it,  and  were  heard  by  their  counfc], 
y_}^^'  J  it  parted  through  both  Houfes,  and  received  the 
^7^  royal  fandlion.  By  this  regulation  any  Briti(h  fub- 
je<S>  may  obtain  the  freedom  of  the  Turkey  Com- 
pany, by  paying  or  rendering  a  6ne  of  twenty  pounds ; 
and  all  the  members  are  fecured  from  the  tyranny  of 
oppreilive  by-laws^  contrived  by  any  monopolizing 
cabal*, 

^  XXV.  But  this  feffion  was  chiefly  diilinguifhed 
by  an  a6l  for  naturalizing  Jews,  and  a  bill  for  tbe 
better  preventing  clandeftine  marriages.  The  firft 
of  thefe  which  paded  without  much  oppofitioo  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  from  which  it  defcended  to 
the  Commons,  was  intituled,  *^  An  AA  to  permit 
"  perfons  profefling  the  Jcwifli  Religion  to  be  natu- 
^*  ralized  by  Parliament,  and  for  other  purpoies 
^^  therein  mentioned.'*  It  was  fupported  by  fomc 
petitions  of  merchants  and  manufa^urers,  who,  upon 
examination,  appeared  to  be  Jews,  or  their  depen- 
dents; and  countenanced  by  the  miniftry,  who 
thought  they  forefaw,  in  the  confequences  of  fuch  a 
naturalization,  a  great  acceflion  to  the  monied  in- 
tereft,  and  a  confiderable  increafe  of  their  own  in- 
fluence among  the  individuals  of  that  community. 
They  boldly  affirmed,  that  fuch  a  law  would  greatly 
conduce  to  the  advantage  of  the  nation;  that  it 
would  encourage  perfons  of  wealth  to  remove  with 
their  efFedls  from  foreign  parts  into  Great-Britain, 
increafe  the  commerce  and  the  credit  of  the  king^ 
dom^  and  fet  a  laudable  example  of  induflry^  tern- 

*  Several  other  bills  were  passed— one  for  regulating  the  nombcr 
of  publick-hoiiscs,  and  the  more  easy  conviction  of  persons  sellir^ 
ale  and  strong  liquors  without  licence ;  an  act  which  empowered  the 
Justices  of  Peace  to  tyrannize  over  their  fellow-subjects— A  second, 
enabling  the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh  to  improve,  enlarge*  and  adorn 
the  avenues  and  streets  of  that  city,  according  to  a  conccncd  plan,  to 
be  executH  by  voluntary  subscription — A  third,  allowing  the  exporta- 
tion of  wool  and  woollen  yam  from  Ireland  into  any  port  in  Grett- 
Britain — and  a  fourth,  prescribing  the  bn^adth  of  the  wheels  belonging 
to  heavy  carriaj^s,  that  the  high  roads  of  the  kingdom  might  be  tht 
belter  prcsened. 
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perance^  and  frugality.  Such,  however,  were  not  CHAP. 
the  fentiments  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  ,  ^^^j 
Commons  of  the  city  of  London  in  Common-coun-  175s. 
cil  aflcmbled,  who,  in  a  petition  to  Parliament,  ex- 
preiTed  their  apprehenfion  that  the  bill,  if  pafled  into 
a  law,  .would  tend  greatly  to  the  difhonour  of  the 
ChhlHan  religion,  endanger  the  excellent  conftitu- 
tion,  and  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  intereft  and 
trade  of  the  kingdom  in  general,  and  of  the  city  of 
London  in  particular.  Another  petition  to  the  fame 
purpofe  was  next  day  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  fub- 
fcribed  by  merchants  and  traders  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don ;  who,  among  other  allegations,  obferved,  that 
the  confequences  of  fuch  a  naturalization  would 
greatly  afft&  their  trade  and  commerce  with  foreign 
nations,  particularly  with  Spain  and  Portugal.  Coun- 
fcl  was  heard,  evidence  examined,  and  the  bill  pro- 
duced violent  debates,  in  which  there  feemed  to  be 
more  paffion  than  patriotifm,  more  declamation 
than  argument.  The  adverfaries  of  the  bill  affirmed, 
that  fuch  a  naturalization  would  deluge  the  king- 
dom with  brokers,  ufurers,  and  beggars  ;  that  the 
rich  Jews,  under  the  (hadow  of  this  indulgence, 
would  purchafe  lands,  and  even  advowfons ;  fo  as 
not  only  to  acquire  an  intereft  in  the  Legiflature,  but 
alfo  to  influence  the  conftitution  of  the  Church  of 
Chrift,  to  which  they  were  the  inveterate  and  pro- 
fcflfed  enemies :  that  the  lower  clafs  of  that  nation, 
when  thus  admitted  to  the  right  of  denizens,  would 
interfere  with  the  induftrious  natives  who  earn  their 
livelihood  by  their  labour;  and  by  dint  of  the  moft 
parfimonious  -  frugahty,  to  which  the  Englifh  are 
ftrangers,  work  at  an  under- price  ;  fo  as  not  only  to 
fbare,  but  even  in  a  manner  to  exclude  them  from 
all  employment:  that  fuch  an  adoption  of  vagrant 
Jews  into  the  community,  from  all  parts  of  the 
world,  would  rob  the  real  fubje(3s  of  their  birth- 
right, difgrace  the  character  of  the  nation,  expofe 
themfelves  to  the  moft  dilhonourable  participation 
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BOOK  and  intrufion,  endanger  the  conilitution  both  in 
^^  ^^^'_.  church  and  flare,  and  be  an  indcUble  reproach 
1753.  upon  the  cftabhfhed  religion  of  the  country.  Some 
of  thefe  orators  fecmed  tranfported  even  to  a  degree 
of  enthufiafm.  They  prognofticated  that  the  Jews 
would  multiply  fo  much  in  number,  engrofs  fuch 
wealth,  and  acquire  fo  great  power  and  influence  in 
Great-Britain,  that  their  perfons  would  be  revered, 
their  cuftoms  imitated,  and  Judaifm  become  the 
fafliionable  religion  of  the  Englifh.  Finely,  they 
affirmed  that  fuch  an  ad  was  diredly  flying  in  the 
face  of  the  prophecy,  which  declares,  that  the  Jews 
Ihall  be  a  fcattered  people,  without  country  or  fixed 
habitation,  until  they  fliall  be  converted  from  their 
infidelity,  and  gathered  together  in  the  land  of  their 
forefathers.  Thefe  arguments  and  apprehenfions, 
which  were  in  reality  frivolous  and  chimerical,  being 
induftrioufly  circulated  among  the  vulgar,  naturally 
prejudiced  againft  the  Jewifli  people,  excited>fuch  a 
ferment  throughout  the  nation,  as  ought  to  have  de- 
terred the  miniflry  from  the  profecution  of  fuch  an 
unpopular  mcafure ;  which,  however,  they  had  cou- 
rage enough  to  maintain  againft  all  oppofltion.  The 
bill  pafled  the  ordeal  of  both  Houfes,  and  his  Ma* 
jelly  vouchfafed  the  royal  fandlion  to  this  law  in  £si- 
vour  of  the  Hebrew  nation.  The  truth  is,  it  might 
have  increafed  the  wealth,  and  extended  the  com- 
merce of  Great-Britain,  had  it  been  agreeable  to  the 
people  ;  and  as  the  naturalized  Jews  would  ftill  have 
been  excluded  from  all  civil  and  militaiy  ofiices,  as 
well  as  from  other  privileges  enjoyed  by  their  Chrif- 
tian  brethren,  in  all  probability  they  would  have 
gradually  forfaken  their  own  unprofitable  and  obili- 
nate  infidelity,  opened  their  eyes  to  the  fhining 
truths  of  the  gofpel,  and  joined  their  fellow-fubjedls 
in  embracing  the  do6lrines  of  Chriftianity.  But  no 
miniftry  ought  to  rifk  an  experiment,  how  plaufible 
foever  it  may  be,  if  they  find  it,  as  this  was,  an  ob- 
ject of  the  people's  unconquerable  averfion.     What 
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tendered  this  unpopular  meaifure  the  more  impoli-  cilAP. 

tick,  was  the  unfeaforiable  jun6ture  at  which  it  was  ^ ''• 

carried  into  execution  ;   that  is,  at  the  eve  of  a  ge-   TtssT"^ 
nend  eleftion  for  a  new  Parliament,  when  a  minifter 
ought  carefully  to  avoid  every  ftep  which  may  give 
umbrage  to  the  bpdy  of  the  people.     The  Earl  of 

Eg 1,    who  argued  againft   the  bill  with  equal 

power  and  vivacity,  in  defcribing  the  effeft  it  might 
nave  upon  that  occafion,  "  I  am  amazed  (faid  be) 
«*  that  this  coniideration  makes  no  impreilion. — 
«^  When  that  day,  which  is  not  far  off,  fhairarrive, 
"  I  (hall  not  fear  to  fet  my  foot  upon  any  ground 
"  of  ekiftion  in  the  kingdom,  in  oppofition  to  any 
**  one  man  among  you,  or  any  new  Chriftian,  who 
^*  has  voted  or  appeared  in  favour  of  this  naturali- 
^  zation." 

^  XXVI.  Another  bill,  tranfmitted  from  the 
Upper  Houfe,  met  with  a  reception  equally  unfa- 
vourable among  the  Commons,  though  it  was  fuf- 
tsuned  on  the  Ihoulders  of  the  majority,  ancj  thus 
forced  its  way  to  the  throne,  where  it  obtained  the 
royal  approbation.  The  practice  of  folemnifing  clan- 
deiline  marriages,  fo  prejudicial  to  the  peace  of  fa- 
milies, and  fo  often  productive  of  mifery  to  the 
parties  themfelves  thus  united,  was  an  evil  that  pre- 
vailed to  fuch  a  degree  as  claimed  the  attention  of 
the  Legiflature.  The  fons  and  daughters  of  great 
and  opulent  families  before  they  had  acquired  know- 
ledge  and  experience,  or  attained  to  the  years  of 
difcretion,  were  every  day  feduced  in  their  aftc6lions, 
and  inveigled  into  matches  big  with  infamy  and 
min  ;  and  thefe  were  greatly  facilitated  by  the  oppor- 
tunities that  occurred  of  being  united  inftantaneoudy 
by  the  ceremony  of  marriage,  in  the  firft  tranfport 
of  paffion,  before  the  dcftined  vidtim  had- rime  to 
cool  or  diliberate  on  the  fubjeCl.  For  this  perni- 
cious purpibfe,  there  was  a  band  of  profligate  mif- 
ctcants,  the  refufe  of  the  clergy,  dead  to  every  fen-' 
timent  of  virtue,  abandoned  to  all  fenfe  of  decency 
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BOOK  and  decorum,  for  the  moll  part  prifoners  for  debt  of 
^  ^^^-  delinquency,  and  indeed  the  very  outcails  of  human 
1753.  focicty,  who  hovered  about  the  verge  of  the  Flcct- 
prifon  to  intercept  cuftomers,  plying  like  potters 
for  employment,  and  performed  the  ceremony  of 
marriage  without  licence  or  queftion,  in  cellars,  gar* 
rets,  or  alchoufes,  to  the  fcandal  of  religion,  and 
the  difgrace  of  that  order  which  they  profefled.  The 
eafc  with  which  this  ecclefiaftical  fan<5tion  was  ob- 
tained, and  the  vicious  difpofition  of  thofe  wretches, 
open  to  the  pradlices  of  fraud  and  corruption,  were 
productive  of  polygamy,  indigence,  conjugal  infi- 
delity, proftitution,  and  every  curfe  thai  could  im* 
bitter  the  married  ftate.  A  remarkable  cafe  of  this 
nature  having  fallen  under  the  cognizance  of  the 
Peers,  in  an  appeal  from  an  inferior  tribunal,  that 
Houfe  ordered  the  Judges  to  prepare  a  new  bill  for 
preventing  fuch  abufes;  and  one  was  accordingly 
framed,  under  the  aufpices  of  Lord  Hardwick,  at 
that  time  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England.  In 
order  to  anticipate  the  bad  effeds  of  clandeftinc 
marriages,  this  new  ilatute  enafled.  That  the  banns 
fliould  be  regularly  publiftied,  three  fucccffive  Sun- 
days, in  the  church  of  the  pariih  where  the  parties 
dwell  :  That  no  licence  (hould  be  granted  to  marry 
in  any  place,  where  one  of  the  parties  has  not  dwelt 
at  lead  a  month,  except  a  fpecial  licence  by  the 
Archbifhop  :  That  if  any  marriage  fhould  be  folem- 
nifed  in  any  other  place  than  a  church  or  a  chaprf, 
without  a  fpecial  licence :  or,  in  a  publick  chapel, 
without  having  publiftied  the  banns,  or  obtained  a 
licence  of  fome  perfon  properly  qualified,  the  mar- 
riage fhould  be  void,  and  the  perfon  who  folemnifed 
it  tranfported  for  feven  years :  Tliat  marriages,  by 
licence,  of  parties  under  age,  without  confcnt  of  pa- 
rent or  guardian,  fliould  be  null  and  void,  unlef& 
the  party  under  age  be  a  widow,  and  the  parent 
refufing  confent  a  widow  married  again  :  That  when 
the  confent  of  a  mother  or  guardian  is  refufcd  from 
caprice,    or  fuch  parent  or  guardian  be  non  compos 
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mentis^  or  beyond  fea,  the  minor  (hould  have  recourfe  CHAP, 
for  relief  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  :  That  no  fuit  ^\  ^ 
ihould  be  commenced  to  compel  a  celebration  of  ^TtssT  * 
marriage,  upon  pretence  of  any  contrail :  That  all 
marriages  (hould  be  folemnifed  before  two  witnefles, 
and  an  «ntry  be  made  in  a  book  kept  for  that  pur- 
polc,  whether  it  was  by  banns  or  licence,  whether 
cither  of  the  parties  was  under  age,  or  the  marriage 
celebrated  witn  the  confent  of  parent  or  guardian ; 
and  this  entry  to  be  figned  by  the  minifter,  the  par- 
lies, and  the  witnefles  :  That  a  falfe  licence  or  certi- 
ficate, or  deftroying  regifter  books,  fhould  be  deemed 
felony,  either  in  principal  or  acceflary,  and  punifhed 
with  death.  The  bill,  when  firft  coniidered  in  the 
Lower  Houfe,  gave  rife  to  a  variety  of  debates ;  in 
which  the  members  appeared  to  be  divided  rather 
according  to  their  real  lentiments,  than  by  the  rules 
of  any  political  diftin61ion  :  for  fome  principal  fcr- 
vants  of  the  government  freely  differed  in  opinion 
from  the  minfter,  who  countenanced  the  bill ;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  he  was,  on  this  occafion,  fup- 
ported  by  certain  chiefs  of  the  oppofition,  and  tne 
difputes  were  maintained  with  extraordinary  eager- 
ncls  and  warmth.  The  principal  objections  im«^ 
ported,  that  fuch  reftridlions  on  marriage  would 
damp  the  fpirit  of  love  and  propagation  ;  promote 
mercenary  matches,  to  the  ruin  of  domeftick  happi- 
ncfs,  as  well  as  to  the  prejudice  of  pofterity  and  po- 
pulation ;  impede  the  circulation  of  property,  by 
prcferving  the  wealth  of  the  kingdom  among  a  kind 
of  ariftocracy  of  opulent  families,  who  would  always 
intermarry  within  their  own  pale ;  fubjedl  the  poor 
to  many  inconveniences,  and  extraordinary  cxpcnce, 
from  the  nature  of  the  forms  to  be  obferyed ;  and 
throw  an  additional  power  into  the  hands  of  the 
Chancellor.  They  affirmed,  that  no  human  power 
had  a  rightto  diflblve  a  vow  folemnly  made  m  the 
iight  of  heaven  :  and  that,  in  proportion  as  the  bill 
prevented  clandcftine  marriages,  it  would  encourage 
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BOOK  fornicat  on  and  debauchery,  infomuch  as  the  parties 
_  ^^\  J  rcftrained  from  indulging  their  mutual  paflions  in  an 
1733.  honourable  manner,  would  be  tempted  to  gratify 
them  by  ftealth,  at  the  hazard  of  their  reputation. 
In  a  word,  they  forefaw  a  great  number  of  evils  in 
the  train,  of  this  bill,  which  have  not  yet  been 
realized.  On  the  othdr  fide,  its  advocates  endea- 
voured to  refute  thefe  arguments,  and  fome  of  them 
fpoke  with  great  ftrength  and  precifion.  The  bill 
underwent  a  great  number  of  alterations  and  amend- 
ments; which  were  not  efFedted  without  violent  con- 
teft  and  altercation.  At  length,  however,  it  was 
floated  through  both  Houfes  on  the  tide  of  a  great 
majority,  and  fleered  into  the  fafe  harbour  of  royal 
approbation.  Certain  it  is,  the  abufe  of  clandeftinc  , 
marriage  might  have  been  removed  upon  much 
eafier  terms  than  thofe  impofed  upon  the  fubje<9:  by 
this  bill,  which,  after  all,  hath  been  found  ineffedhial, 
as  it  may  be  eatily  eluded  by  a  (hort  voyage  to  the 
continent,  or  a  moderate  journey  to  North- Britain, 
where  the  indiflx>luble  knot  may  be  tied  without 
fcruple  or  interruption. 

§  XXVII.  Over  and  above  thefe  new  flatutes 
there  were  fome  other  fubjedls  which  occafionalJy 
employed  the  attention  of  the  Commons ;  fuch  as 
the  flate  of  the  Britifh  fu gar-colonies,  which  was 
confidered,  in  confequence  of  petitions  prefented  by 
the  fugar-refiners  and  grocers  of  London,  Weftmin- 
fler,  and  Briflol,  complaining  of  the  exorbitant  price 
demanded  and  given  for  fugars  imported  from  Ja- 
maica ;  defiring  that  the  proprietors  of  land  in  Ja- 
maica might  be  obliged  to  cultivate  greater  quanti- 
ties of  ground  for  railing  fugar  canes,  or  that  they 
(the  petitioners)  might  have  leave  to  import  mufco- 
vado  fugars  from  other  countries,  when  the  price  erf 
thofe  imported  from  Jamaica  ihould  exceed  a  certain 
rate.  This  remonftrance  was  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  by  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe ;  and  a 
great  number  of  evidences  and  papers  being  exa- 
mined, 
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mined^  they  refdvcd,  That  the  peopling  of  Jama- chap 
ica  with  white  inhabitants,  and  oihivating  the  lands  ll- 
thereof,  would  be  the  moft  proper  meafure  for  fe-  ^^^^ 
curing  that  ifland,  and  increafing  the  trade  and  Da- 
vigation  between  it  and  Great-Brit^,  apd  other 
parts  of  his  Majefty's  dominions  :  That  the  endea- 
vours hitherto  ufcd  by  the  legiflature  of  Jamaica  to 
increafe  the  number  of  white  inhabitants,  and  en« 
force  the  culrivation  of  lands,  in  the  manner  that 
might  beft  conduce  to  the  fecurity  and  defence  of 
that  ifland,  had  not  been  effectual  for  thefe  pur- 
pofes.  The  Houfe  ordered  a  bill  to  be  founded  on 
thefe  refolurions  ;  but  this  was  poftponcd,  until  the 
miniftry  fhould  receive  more  full  information  touch- 
ing the  true  (late  of  that  ifland.  The  planters  of 
Jamaica  laboured  under  many  grievances  and  hard- 
ihips,  from  divers  heavy  impofitions  and  reftric- 
tioDS ;  and  a  detail  of  thefe  was  tranfmitted  in  a 
reprefentation  to  his  Majefty,  which  was  referred  to 
the  confideration  of  the  Commiffioners  of  Trade  and 
Plantations.  The  caufc  of  the  planters  was  de- 
fended vigoroufly,  and  managed  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  by  Alderman  Beckford,  a  gentleman  of 
vail  pofleilions  in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  who  per- 
fe6Uy  well  underftood,  and  ftrenuoufly  fupported, 
the  intereft  of  that  his  narive  country. 

^  XXVIII.  Abortive  alfo  proved  the  attempt  to 
eftablilh  a  law  for  keeping,  an  annual  regiiier  of  . 
marriages,  births,  deaths,  the  individuals  who  re- 
ceived alms,  and  the  total  number  of  people  in  Great- 
Britain.  A  bill  for  this  purpofe  was  prefented  by 
Mr.  Potter,  a  gehtlcman  of  pregnant  parts,  and 
fpirited  elocution  :  who,  enumerating  the  advantages 
of  fuch  a  law,  obferved,  that  it  would  afcertain  the 
number  of  the  people,  and  the  collc6live  ftrength 
of  the  nation  ;  confequently,  point  out  thofe  places 
where  there  is  a  defe^  or  excefs  of  population,  and 
certainly  determine  whether  a^neral  naturalization 
would  be  advantageous  or  prejudicial  to  the  com- 
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BOOK  mumty ;  that  it  would  dcdde  what  number  of  men 
^^^'  might,  on  any  fuddeii  emergency,  be  levied  for  the 
^y^  defence  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  Trhethflr  rl»  nation  is 
gainer  or  lofcr,  by  fending  its  natives  to  fettle,  and 
our  troops  to  defend  diilant  coteqies ;  tliat  it  would 
be  the  means  of  edabliibing  a  local  adminiftntion 
of  civil  government,  or  a  police  upon  certain  fixed 
principles,  the  want  of  which  hath  been  long  a  re- 
proach to  the  nation,  a  (ccurity^  to  vice,  and  an 
encouragement  to  idlencfs  ;  that  in  many  cafes  where 
'  all  other  evidence  is  wanting,  it  would  enable  ftdtors 
to  recover  their  right  in  courts  of  juftice,  &ctlitate 
an  equd  and  equitable  aileiTment  in  railing  the  pre- 
fent  taxes,  and  laying  future  impolitions ;  fpecify 
the  lineal  defcents,  relatiom,  and  alliances  fof  fami- 
lies; lighten  the  intolerable  burthens  incurred  by 
the  pubhck,  from  innumerable  and  al^urd  regul&> 
tions  relating  to  the  poor :  provide  for  them  by  a 
more  equal  exertion  of  humanity,  and  effefbudly 
fcreen  them  from  all  rifque  of  pcriftiing  by  hunger, 
cold,  cruelty,  and  oppreffion.  Whether  fnch  a  law 
would  have  anfwered  the  (anguine  expedtations  of  its 
|>atron,  we  Iball  not  pretend  to  determine ;  though, 
m  our  opinion,  it  muft  have  been  attended  with  very 
falutary  confequences,  particularly  in  reftraining  the 
hand  of  robbery  and  violence,  in  dete6ting  fraud, 
bridling  the  ferocity  of  a  licentious  people,  and  efta- 
blifhing  a  happy  lyftem  of  order  and  lubordinatioo. 
.  At  firft  the  bill  niet  with  little  oppofition,  except 
from  Mr.  Thornton,  member  for  the  city  of  York, 
who  inveighed  againft  it  with  gre^t  fervour,  as  a 
meafure  that  favoured  of  French  policy,  to  which 
the  ^nglifh  nation  ever  had  the  utmoil  averfion. 
He  affirmed,  that  the  method  in  which  it  was  pro- 
pofed  this  regifler  ihould  be  kept  would  fumiffa 
the  enemies  of  Great- Britain  with  continual  oppor- 
tunities of  knowing  the  ftrcngth  or  weaknefs  of  the 
nation  ;  that  it  would  empower  an  ill-dcfigning  mi- 
niller  to  execute  any  fcheme  fubverfive  of  publick 
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liberty  inveft  parifli  and  petty-officers  of  the  peace 
with  exorbitant  powers,  and  coil  the  nation  about 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  a^year  to  carry  the  fcheme  ^Tt^sT 
.  into  execution.  Thefe  argument?,  which  we  ap- 
prehend, arc  extremely  frivolous  and  inconclufive, 
iiad  great  weight  with  a  confidcrable  number^  who 
joined  in  the  oppofition,  while  the  miniftry  ilood 
neutral.  Nevertheless,  after  having  undergone  fome 
amendments,  it  was  conveyed  to  the  Lords,  by 
whom  it  was,  at  the  fecond  reading,  thrown  out,  as 
a  fcheme  of  very  dangerous  tendency.  The  legif- 
lature  of  Great- Britain  have,  on  fome  occaiioni, 
been  more  ilartled  at  the  diAant  ihadow  of  a  bare 
poffibility,  than  at  the  real  approach  of  the  moft 
dangerous  innovation. 

^  XXIX«  From  the  ufual  deliberations  on  civil 
and  commercial  concerns,  the  attention  of  the  Par- 
liament, which  had  feldom  or  never  turned  upon 
literanr  artrocations,  was  called  off  by  an  extraordi- 
nary UibjcA  of  this  nature.  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  the  ce- 
lebrated phyGdan  and  naturalift,  well  known  through 
all  the  civilized  countries  of  Europe  for  his  ample 
coUedlion  of  rarities,  culled  from  the  animal,  vege* 
table,  and  mineral  kingdoms,  as  well  as  of  anti* 
qoities  and  curiofities  of  art,  had  xlire6ted,  in  his 
laft  will,  that  this  valuable  imifeum,  together  with 
his  numerous  library,  fhould  be  offered  to  the  Par- 
liament, for  the  ufe  of  the  publick,  in  confideration 
of  their  paying  a  certain  fum,  in  compenfation,  to 
his  heirs.  His  terms  were  embraced  by  the  Com- 
mons, who  agreed  to  pay  twenty  thoufand  pounds 
for  the  whole,  fuppoled  to  be  worth  four  times  that 
fum ;  and  a  bill  was  prepared  for  purchafing  this 
tnufeum,  together  with  the  Harleian  collection  of 
manufcripts,  fo  denominated  from  its  founder,  Ro- 
bert Harley,  Earl  of  Oxford,  Lord  High  Treafurer 
of  England,  and  now  offered  to  the  pubUck  by  his 
daughter,  the  Duchefs  of  Portland,  It  was  pro- 
pofed,  that  thefe  purchafes  (liould  be  joined  to  the 
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BOOK  famous  Cottonian  library,  and   a  fuitable  repofitory 
^J^'^  provided  for  them  and  the  King's   library,  which 
^7^  nad  long  lain  negledlcd  and  expofed  to  the  injuries 
of  the  weather  in  the  old  dormitory  at  Wcftminftcr. 
Accordingly,    truilees  and  governors,  confifting  of 
the  mod  eminent    perfons  of  (the  kingdom,  were 
appointed,  and  regulations  ellablilhed  for -the  ma- 
nagement of  this  noble  mufeum,  which  was  depo- 
fited  in  Montagu-Houfe,  one  of  the  moft  magnifi- 
cent edifices  in  England,  where  it  is  fubjedicd,  with- 
out referve,  to  the  view  of  the  publick,  under  cer- 
tain neceflary  reftridions,  and   exhibits  a   glorious 
monument  of  national  tafle  and  liberality*'.     In  the 
beginning  of  June   the  feflion  of  Parhament  was 
clofed  by  his  Majefty,  who  mentioned  nothing  par- 
ticular in  his  fpeech,  but  that  the  ilate  of  foreign 
affairs  had  fuffered  no  alteration  fince  their  meet- 
ing. 

&  XXX.  The  genius  of  the  Englifh  people  is 
perhaps  incompatible  with  a  ftate  of  pcrtedl  tran- 
quillity :  if  it  is  not  ruffled  by  foreign  provocations, 
or  agitated  by  unpopular  meaiures  of  domeflick  ad- 
miniftration,  it  will  undergo  temporary  fermenta- 
tions from  the  turbulent  ingredients  inherent  in  its 
own  conftitution.  Tumults  are  excited,  and  fec- 
tion  kindled  into  rage  and  inveteracy,  by  incidents 
of  the  moft  frivolous  nature.  At  this  jundhire  the 
metropolis  of  England  was  divided  and  difcompofed 

*  The  libraiy  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane  con«isted  of  above  fifty  thou- 

•and  volumes,  including  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  books  of  draw- 
ings, and  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixteen  manuscripts,  besides 
a  multitude  of  prints.    The  museum  conprehended  an  innnite  num* 
ber  of  medals,  coins,  urns,  utensils,    seals,  cameos,  intaglios,  preci- 
ous stones,  vessels  of  agate  and  jasper,  chrystals,  spars,  fossils,  metals, 
miherals,    ores,    earths,    sands,    salts,    bitumens,    sulphurs,     amber, 
ambergrise,    talcs    mirs,     Ie8tacea»     corals,    aponges,    echini,    eche- 
jiites,  asteriae,  trochi,  crustatia,  stells  marins,  nshes,  birds,  eggs,  and 
nests,  vipers,  serpents,  quadrupeds,  insects,  human  calcula,   anatomi- 
cal .  preparations,  seeds,   gums,  roots,    dried    plants,    pictures,  draw* 
ings,  and  mathematical  instruments.     All  these  articles,  with  a  short 
account  of  each,  arc  specified  in  thirty-eight  volumes  in  folio,  and 
tfight  in  quarto.     ^    • 
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in  a  farprifing  manner,  by  a  difpute  in  itfelf  of  fo  CHAP, 
little  confequcnce  to  the  community,  that  it  could  k^L^ 
not  deferve  a  place  in  a  general  hiftory,  if  it  did  1753!"^ 
not  ferve  to  convey  a  chara6leri(lick  idea  of  the 
Englifh  nation.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  an 
obfcure  damfel,  of  low  degree,  whofe  name  was 
Elizabeth  Canning,  promulgated  a  report,  which  in 
a  little  time  attracted  the  attention  of  the  publick. 
She  affirmed,  that  on  the  firft  day  of  the  new  year, 
at  night,  fhe  was  feized  under  Bedlam-wall  by  two 
nifHans,  who  having  ftripped  her  of  her  upper  appa- 
rel, fecured  her  mouth  with  a  gag,  and  threatened 
to  murder  her  (hould  (he  make  the  leafl  noife ;  that 
they  conveyed  her  on  foot  about  ten  miles,  to  a 
place  called  Enfield-wafh,  and  brought  her  to  the 
noufe  of  one  Mrs.  Wells,  where  {he  was  pillaged  of 
her  ftays ;  and,  becaufe  fhe  refufed  to  turn  profti- 
tute,  confined  in  a  cold,  damp,  feparate,  and  un- 
fumifhed  apartment;  where  (he  remained  a  whole 
month,  witnout  any  other  fuftenance  than  a. few 
dale  crufts  of  bread,  and  about  a  gallon  of  water ; 
till  at  length  (he  forced  her  way  through  a  window, 
and  ran  home  to  her  mother's  houfe,  almoft  naked, 
in  the  night  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  January.  This 
ftory,  improbable  and  nnfupported,  operated  fo 
ftrongly  on  the  paffions  of  the  people  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Aldermanbury,  where  Canning's  mo- 
ther lived,  and  particularly  among  fanaticks.  of  all 
denominations,  that  they  raifed  voluntary  contribu- 
tions, with  furprifing  eagernefs,  in  order  to  bring 
the  fuppofed  delinquents  to  jufiice.  Warrants  were 
granted  for  apprehending  Wells,  who  kept  the  houfe 
at  Enfield-wafh,  and  her  accomplices,  the  fervant- 
maid,  whose  name  was  Virtue  Hall,  and  one  Squires, 
an  old  gipfey-woman,  which  laft  was  charged  by 
Canning,  of  having  robbed  her  of  her  flays.  Wells, 
though  acquitted  of  the  felony,  was  puniflied  as  a 
bawd.  Hall  turned  evidence  for  Canning,  but  after- 
wards recanted.     Squires,  the  gipfey,  was  convi61ed 
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BOOK  of  the  robbery,   though  (he  produced  undoubted 
kJ}^^  evidence  to  prove  that  fhe  was  ^t  Abbot(bury  in 
^j^  Dorfetfhire  that  very  night  in  which  the  felony  was 
faid  to  be  cottimitted,  and  Canning  and  her  friends 
fell  into  divers  contradi6tions  during  the  courfe  of 
the  trial.    By  this  time  the  prepofleffion  of  the  com- 
mon people  in  her  favour  had  rifen  to  fuch  a  pitch 
of  enthufiafm,  that  the  moft  palpable  truths  which 
appeared  on  the  other  fide,  had  no  other  tSkS,  than 
thit  of  exafperating  them  to  the  moft  dangerous 
degree  of  rage  and  revenge.     Some  of  the  witnefies 
for  Squires,  though  perfons  of  unblemifhed  charac^ 
ter,  were  fo  intimidated,  that  they  durft  not  enter 
the  court ;  and  thofe  who  hid  refolution  enough  tb 
give  evidence  in  her  behalf,  ran  the  rifque  of  a(ll£- 
fination  from  the  vulgar  that  furrounded  the  place. 
On  this  occafion.  Sir  Crifp  Gafcoyne,  Lord- Mayor 
of  London,  behaved  with  that  laudable  courage  and 
humanity  which  ought  ever  to  diftinguifh  the  chief 
magiftrate  of  fuch  a  metropolis.     Confidcring  the 
improbability  of  the  charge,  the  heat,   partiality, 
and  blind  enthuliafm  with  which  it  was  profecuted, 
and  being  convinced  of  the  old  woman's  innocence 
by  a  great  number  of  affidavits,  voluntarily  fent  up 
from  the  country  by  perfons  of  unqueftionable  cre- 
dit, he,  in  conjunction  with  fome  other  worthy  citi- 
«ns,  rcfolved  to  oppofe  the  torrent  of  vulgar  pre- 
judice.   Application  w^  made  to  the  throne  for 
mercy :  the  cafe  was  referred  to  the  Attorney  and 
Solicitor-General,  who,   having  examined  the  evi- 
dences on  both  fides,  made  their  report  in  fiivour  of 
Squires  to  the  King  and  Council ;  and  this  poor  old 
creature  was   indulged  with  his  Majefty's  pardon. 
This  affair  was  now  fwelled  up  into  fuch  a  fa6tion  as 
divided  the  greater  part  of  tne  kingdom,  including 
the  rich  as  well  as  the  poor,  the  high  as  well  as  the 
humble.      Pamphlets  and   pasquinades  were  pub- 
lifticd  on  both  fides  of  the  difpute,  which  became 
the  general  topick  of  converfation  in  all  aflcmblies, 
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^d  people  of  all  ranks  ^fpoufcd  one  or  other  party  CHAP. 
with  ai  much  warmth  j  and  animofity  as  had  ever  ^  ^^' 
inflamed  the  Whigs  am)  Tories,  even  at  the  moft  i^l^a^' 
rancorous  period  of  their  oppofirion.  Subfcrip** 
tions  were  opened,  and  large  iums  levied,  on  one 
fide,  to  prolecute  for  perjury  the  perfons  on  whofe 
evidence  the  pardon  had  been  granted.  On  the 
other  hand,  thofc  who  had  interefted  themfelves  for 
the  gipfey,  refolved  to  fupport  her  witnefles,  and,  if 
poilibie,  deteft  the  impofture  of  Canning.  Bills  of 
perjury  were  preferred  on  both  fides.  The  evi- 
dcnoea  for  Squires  were  tried  and  acquitted ;  at  firft 
Canning  abfconded ;  but  afterwards  furrendered  to 
take  her  trial,  and  being,  after  a  long  hearing,  found 
guilty,  was  tranfported  to  the  Britilh  colonies.  The 
zeal  of  her  friends,  however,  feemed  to  be  inflamed 
by  her  convidion;  and  thofe  who  carried  on  the 
profecution  againfi  her  were  infultcd,  even  to  the 
danger  of  their  lives.  They  fupplied  her  with  ne- 
cef)arie><)  of  all  forts,  paid  for  her  tranfportation  in  a 
private  fhip,  where  fhe  enjoyed  all  the  comforts 
and  conveniences  that  could  be  afforded  in  that 
fituarion,  and  furnifhed  her  with  fuch  recommend- 
ations as  fecured  to  her  a  very  agreeable  reception  in 
New-England, 

^  XXXI.  Next  to  this  very  remarkable  tranfac- 
tion,  the  incident  that  principally  difiinguifhed  this 
year  in  England,  was  the  execution  of  Dr.  Archi- 
bald Cameron,  a  nativp  of  North- Britain,  and  bro* 
ther  to  Cameron  of  Lochicl^  chief  of  that  numerous 
and  warlike  tribe,  who  had  taken  the  field  with  the 
Prince-Pretender.  After  the  battle  of  Culloden, 
where  he  was  dangcrouily  \yQunded,  he  found  meanj 
to  efcape  to  the  Continent.  His  brother,  the  Doc- 
tor, had  accompanied  him  in  all  his  expedirions, 
though  not  in  a  military  capacity,  and  was  included 
with  him  in  the  ad  of  attainder  pafled  againft  thofc 
who  had  been  concerned  in  the  rebellion.  Notwith- 
iiaading  the   imminent  danger  attending  fuch  an 
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BOOK  attempt,  the  Dodtor  returned  privately  to  Scotland, 
y^^'j  in  order  (as  it  was  reported)  to  recover  afum  of 
ri^aT  money  belonging  to  the  Pretender,  which  had  been 
embezzled  by  his  adherents  in  that  country.  What- 
ever may  have  been  his  mducemeht  to  re-vi(it  his 
native  country  under  fuch  a  predicament,  certain 
it  is,  he  was  difcovered,  apprehended,  condu6ied 
to  London,  confined  in  the  Tower,  ejcamined  by 
the  privy- council,  and  produced  in  the  Court  oE 
King*s-Bench,  where  his  identity  being  proved  by 
feveral  witnefles,  he  received  fentence  of  death,  and 
was  executed  at  Tyburn.  The  terror  and  rcfcnt- 
ment  of  the  people,  occafioned  by  the  rcbelUoo, 
having  by  this  time  fubfided,  their  humane  paffions 
did  not  fail  to  operate  in  favour  of  this  unfortunate 
gentleman:  their  pity  was  mingled  with  efteem, 
arifing  from  his  perfonal  charadler,  which  was  alto- 
gether unblemiOied,  and  his  deportment  on  this 
occafion,  which  they  could  not  help  admiring,  as 
the  (landard  of  manly  fortitude  and  decorum.  The 
populace,  though  not  very  fubjefl:  to  tender  emo* 
tions,  were  moved  to  compaflion  and  even  to  tears, 
by  his  behaviour  at  the  place  of  execution;  and 
many  fincere  well-wifhers  to  the  prcfent  eftablifh* 
ment  thought  that  the  facri6ce  of  thi$  vi6tim,  at 
fuch  a  jun<aure,  could  not  redound  either  to  its  ho- 
hour  or  fecurity. 

^  XXXII.  The  turbulent  fpirit,  which  is  never 
totally  exringuiflied  in  this  ifland,  manifefted  itfelf 
in  fundry  tumults  that .  broke  out  in  different  parts 
of  South-Britain.  The  price  of  provifion,  and 
bread  in  particular,  being  raifed  to  an  exorbitant 
rate,  in  confequence  of  an  abfurd  exportation  erf 
corn,  for  the  fake  of  the  bounty,  a  fornudable  body 
of  colliers,  and  other  labouring  people,  raifed  aa 
infurredlion  at  Briftol,  began  to  plunder  the  corn- 
veflels  in  tlie  harbour,  and  commit  fuch  outrages  ia 
the  city,  that  the  magiflrates  were  obliged  to  have 
recourfc  to  the  nulitary  power,    A  troop  of  dnu- 
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goons  were  fent  to  their  affiftance,  and  the  infur^  CHAP, 
gents  were  quelled,  though  not  without  fome  blood-  ^    ^^' 
Ihed-     Commptions  of  the  fame  kind  were  excited     17^37 
in  Yorkfbirc,  Manchefter,  and  feveral  other  places 
in  the  northern  counties.     At  Leeds,  a  detachment 
of  the  King's  troops  were  obliged  in  their  own  de- 
fence to  fire  upon  the  rioters,  eight  or  nine  of  whom 
were  killed  on  the  fpot;  and,  indeed,  fo  little  care 
had  been  taken  to  reftrain  the  licentious  infolence  of 
the  vulgar  by  proper  laws  and  regulations,  duly  exe- 
cuted under  the  eye  of  civil  magiftracy,  that  a  mili- 
tary power  was  found  abfolutely  neceflary  to  main- 
tain the  peace  of  the  kingdom. 

^  XXXIII.  The  tranquillity  of  the  Continent 
was  not  endangered  by  any  new  conteft  or  diftur- 
bance:  yet  the  breach  between  the  Clergy  and  the 
Pariiament  of  Paris  was  every  day  more  and  more 
widened,  and  the  people  were  pretty  equally  divided 
between  fuperftition  and  a  regard  for  civil  liberty. 
Thd  Parliament  having  c^ufed  divers  ecclefiafticks 
to  be  apprehended,  for  having  refiifed  to  adminifler 
the  facraments  to  perfons  in  extremity,  who  refufed 
to  fubfcribe  to  the  bull  Unigenitus,  all  of  them  de- 
clared they  adled  according  to  the  dire6lion  of  the 
Archbifhop  of  Paris.  Application  being  made  to 
this  haughty  prelate,  he  treated  the  deputies  of  the 
Parliament  with  the  mod  fupercilious  contempt,  and 
even  feemed  to  brave  the  power  and  authority  of 
that  body.  They,  on  the  other  hand,  proceeded  to 
take  cognizance  of  the  recufant  clergy,  until  their 
Sovereign  ordered  them  to  defift.  Then  they  pre- 
fented  remonftrances  to  his  Majefty,  reminding  hira 
of  their  privileges,  and  the  duty  of  their  ftation, 
which  obliged  them  to  do  juftice  on  all  delinquents. 
In  the  mean  time,  they  conrinued  to  perform  their 
fun<Stions,  and  even  commenced  a  profecution  againil 
the  Bifliop  of  Orleans,  whom  they  fummoned  to 
attend  their  tribunal.  Next  day  they  received  from 
Verfkilles  a  leUre  de  cachet^  accompanied  by  letters 
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BOOK  patent,  commanding  them  to  fufpcnd  all  profecu- 
x^V]^  tions  relating  to  the  rcfuial  of  the  facraments ;  and 
ly^  ordering  the  letters  patent  to  be  regiftcrcd.  Initead 
of  obeying  thefe  commands,  they  prefcntcd  new  re* 
monftrances,  for  anfwers  to  which  they  were  referred 
to  the  King's  former  declarations.  In  confequence 
of  this  intimation,  they  had  fpirit  enough  to  refolre, 
'"  That,  whereas  certain  e\il-mindcd  perfons  had 
**  prevented  truth  from  reaching  the  throne,  the 
**  chambers  remained  afferablcd,  and  all  other  bufi- 
*«  ncfs  (hould  be  fufpended,'*  The  affair  was  now 
become  very  ferious.  His  Majefty,  by  frcfti  letters 
patent,  renewed  his  orders,  and  commanded  them 
to  proceed  with  their  ordinary  bufinefs,  on  p^n  of 
incurring  his  difpleafure.  They  forthwith  came  to 
.  another  refolution,  importing,  that  they  could  not 
obey  this  injun<9:ion  without  a  breach  of  their  duty 
and  their  oath.  Next  day  leUres  de  cachet  were 
iflued)  banKhing  to  different  parts  of  the  kingdom 
all  the  members,  except  thofe  of  the  great  cham- 
ber, which  the  court  did  not  find  more  tra6iable  than 
their  brethren.  They  forthwith  refolved  to  abide 
by  the  two  refolutions  mentioned  above ;  and,  as 
^n  infiance  of  their  unfhaken  fortitude,  ordered  an 
ccclefiaftick  to  be  taken  into  cuftody  for  refuiing 
the  facraments.  This  fpirited  meafure  involved 
them  in  the  fate  of  the  reft ;  for  they  were  alfo  exiled 
from  Paris,  the  citizens  of  which  did  not  £ul  to 
extol  their  condii6t  with  the  loudeft  encomiums,  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  cxprefs  their  refcntment  againfi 
the  clergy,  who  could  not  flir  abroad  without  bting 
expofed  to  violence  or  infult.  The  example  of  the 
Parliament  of  Paris  was  followed  by  that  of  Rouen, 
which  had  courage  enough  to  iflTue  orders  for  appre- 
hending the  Bifliop  of  Evreux,  becaufe  be  had  re- 
fufed  to  appear  when  fummoned  to  their  tribunal. 
Their  decrees  on  this  occafior^  being  annulled  by  the 
King's  council  of  ftate,  they  prefented  a  bold  remon- 
ftrance,  which,  however,  had  no  other  efFedt  than 
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that  of  cxafperating  the  Miniftry.     A  grand  dcputa-  CHAP, 
tbn   being  ordered  to  attend  the  King,  they  were  ,   ^^'    ^ 
commanded  to  dcfift  from  intermeddling  in  dif-     itST 
putes  relating  to  the  refufal  of  the  facraments,  and 
to  regifter  this  injunftion.     At  their  return  they  had 
recourfe  to  a  new  remonftrance;  and  one  of  their 
principal  counfellors,  who  had  fpoken  freely  in  the 
debates  on  this  fubjefl,  was  arrefted  by  a  party  of 
•dragoons,  who  carried  him  prifoncr  to  the  caftle  of 
Dourlcns.     In  d  ^ord,  the  body  of  the  people  de- 
clared for  the  Parliament,  in  oppofition  to  eccleff- 
afHcal  tyranny ;  and,  had  they  not  been  ovtr-awed, 
by  a  formidable  (landing   army,    would   certainly 
have  taken  up  arms  in  defence  of  their  liberties;' 
while  the  Monarch  weakly  fufffered  himfelf  to  be 
governed  by  prieftly  delufions ;  and,  fecurc  in  his 
military  appointment,  feemed  to  fct  the  reft  of  his 
fubje6lsat  defiance.     Apprehenfive,   however,   that 
theie  difputes  would  put  an  entire  ftop  to  rhe  admi- 
niftration  of  juftice,  he,  by  letters  patent,  eflabliftied 
a  royal  chamber  for  the  profecution  of  fuits  civil  and 
criminal,  which  was  opened  with  a  folcmn  mafs  per- 
formed in  the  Queen's  chapel  at  the  Louvre,  where 
all  the  members  affifted.     On  this  occafion  another 
difficulty  occurred.     The  letters  patent,   conftitut- 
ing  this  new  court,   ought  to  have  been  regiftercd 
by  the  Parliament,  which  was  now  no  more.    To 
remedy  this  defeat,  application  was  made  to  the  in- 
ferior court  of  the  Chatelct ;  which  refufing  to  re- 
gifter them,  one  of  its  members  was  committed  to 
the   Baftite,    and  another  abfconded.     Intimidated 
by  this  exertion  of  defpodck  power,  they  allowed 
the  King's  ofticcrs  to  enter  the  letters  in  their  regif- 
ter ;  but  afterwards  adopted  more  vigorous  refolu- 
tions.    The  Lieutenant  civil  appearing  in  their  court, 
all  the  counfellors  rofe  up  and  rerired,  leaving  him 
alone,   and  on  the  table  an  arret,  importing,  That 
whereas  the  confinement  of  one  of  their  members, 
the  profecution  of  another,  who  durft  not  appear, 
and  the  prefent  calamities  of  the  nation,  gave  them 
5  juft 
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BOOK  juft  apprehenfion  for  their  own  perfons,  they  had, 

^    ^^^'  ^  after  mature  deliberation,  thougnt  proper  to  retire. 

ij^  Thus  a  dangerous  ferment  was  excited  by  the  Kbg's 

efpoufing  the  caufe  of  fpiritual  infolence  and  op- 

preilion  againft  the  general  voice  of  his  people,  and 

the  plained  didlates  of  reafon  and  common  lenfe. 

§  XXXIV.    The    property    of   Eaft    Friezlatid 
xontinued  ftill  to  be  the  fource  of  contention  be- 
tween the  Eledors  of  Brandenburgh  and  Hanover. 
The  interefls  of  his  Britannick  Majeily  being  powcr- 
fiilly  fupportcd  by  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  the  minif- 
ter  of  tnat  power  at  the  diet  propofed  that  the  af- 
fair fliould  be  taken  into  immediate  conlideration. 
He  was  feconded  by  the  Minifter  of  Brunfwick; 
but  the  envoy  from  Brandenburgh,  having  protefted 
in  form  againfl  this  procedure^  withdrew  from  the 
aflembly,  and  the  Brunfwick  Minifter  made  a  coun- 
ter proteftation,  after  which  he  alfo  retired.     Then 
a  motion  being  made,  that  this  difpute  ihould  be 
referred  to  the  deciiion  of  the  Aulick  council  at 
Vienna,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  ma- 
jority of  fourteen  voices.     His  Pruffian  Majefty's 
final  declaration  with  regard  to  this  affair  was  after- 
wards prefented  to  the  diet,  and  anfwered  in  the  fe- 
quel  by  a  memorial  from  his  Britannick  Majefty  as 
Ekdor  of  Hanover.     Some  other  petty  difputes 
likewife  happened  between  the  regency  of  Hanover 
and  the  city  of  Munfler ;  and  the  former  claiming 
fome  bailiwicks  in  the  territories  of  Bremen,  fequef- 
tercd  certain  revenues  belonging  to  this  city,  in  Stade 
and  Ferden,  till  thefe  claims  ihould  be  fatisfied. 

^  XXXV.  The  Court  of  Vienna  having  dropped 
for  the  prefent  the  fcheme  for  eleiftiog  a  King  of  the 
Romans,  concluded  a  very  extraordinary  treaty  with 
the  Duke  of  Modena,  ftipulating,  that  his  Serene 
Highnefs  (hould  be  appointed  perpetual  Governor  of 
the  duchy  of  Milan,  with  a  falary  of  ninety  thou- 
fand  florins,  on  condition  that  he  fhould  maintain  a 
body  of  four  thoufand  men,  to  be  at  the  diipofal  of 
the    Emprcfs- Queen ;   that    her.  Imperial  Majefty 
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ihould  have  a  right  to  place  garrifons  in  the  citadels  CHAP. 
of  Mirandola  and  Reggio,   as  well  as  in  the  castle  ^^' 
of    Mafla-Carrara :  that  the  Archduke  Peter  Leo-  ^^^^ 
pold,    third  fon  of  their  Imperial  Majefties,  Ihould 
efpoufe  the  daughter  of  the   Herditary  Prince  of 
Modena,   by  the  heirefs  of   Mafla-Carrara ;   and  in 
cafe  of  her  dying  without  heirs  male,   the  eftates 
of  that  houfe  and  the  duchy  of  Mirandola  fhould 
devolve  to  the  Arcbdtike ;  but  in  cafe  of  her  having 
male  iflue,  that  (be  ihould  enjoy  the  principality  erf 
Fermia,    and  other  poflcflions  in  Hungary,  claimed 
by  the  Duke  of  Modenn,  for  her  fortune  :  finally, 
that  on  the  extindlion  of  the  male  branch  of  the 
houfe  of  Eftc,  all  the  dominions  of  the  Duke  of  Mo- 
dena  (hould  devolve  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 

§  XXXVI.  While  the  powers  on  the  continent 
of  Europe  were  thus  employed  in  ftrengthcning  their 
refpeiftive  interefts,  and  concerting  meafures  for 
preventing  any  interruption  of  the  general  tranquil- 
lity, matters  were  faft  ripening  to  a  firefh  rupture 
between  the  fubjedls  of  Great-Britain  and  France, 
in  different  parts  of  North-America.  We  have  al- 
ready obferved  that  commiflaries  had  been  appoint- 
ed, and  conferences  opened  at  Paris,  to  determine 
the  difputes  between  the  two  crowns,  relating  to 
the  boundaries  of  Nova-Scotia  ;  and  we  took  notice 
in  general  of  the  little  arts  of  evafion  pradlifed  by 
the  French  commiflaries,  to  darken  and  perplex  the 
difpute,  and  elude  the  pretenfions  of  his  Bntannick 
Majefty.  They  perfifted  in  employing  thcfe  arts  of 
chicanery  and  cavil  with  fuch  perfeverance,  that  the 
negociation  proved  abortive,  tne  conferences  broke 
up,  and  every  thing  feemed  to  portend  approaching 
hoftilities.  But,  before  we  proceed  to  a  detail  of 
the  incidents  which  were  the  immediate  forerunners 
of  the  war,  we  will  endeavour  to  convey  a  juft  idea 
of  the  difpute  concerning  Noya-Scoria;  which, 
we  apprehend,  is  but  impcrfedlly  underftood, 
though  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  intereft  of 
Great-Briton. 

§  XXXVII. 
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BOOK  ^  XXXVIL  Nova^Scotia,  called  by  the  Prench 
v-i!!l-/  Acadia,  lies  between  the  forty-fourth  and  lifuetfa. 
^^ssT  degrees  of  north  latitude,  having  New  England  and 
the  Atlantick  ocean  to  the  fouth  and  fouth-wed,  and 
the  river  and  Gulph  of  St.  lAwrence  to  the  north  and 
north-eail.  The  winter,  which  cootiniief  near  feven 
months  in  tbi^  country,  is  intenfely  cold  ;  and  witfa- 
oat  the  ibtervention  of  any  thing  that  can  be  called 
fpriog,  iWis  immediately  fucceeded  by  a  fummer, 
tne  heat  of  which  is  afmoft  infupportable,  but  of 
no  long  continuance.  The  foil  in  general  is  thin 
and  barren,  though  fome  parts  of  it  are  iaid  to  be 
equal  to  the  beft  land  in  England.  The  whole 
country  is  covered  with  a  perpetual  fog,  even  after 
the  fummer  has  commenced.  It  was  6rft  pofleiled  by 
the  French,  before  they  nude  any  efiabHfliment  in 
Canada ;  who,  by  dint  of  induilry  and  indefatiga- 
ble perfeverance,  in  ilruggling  with  the  many  diffi- 
culties they  neceflahly  laboured  under  in  the  in£uicy 
of  this  fettlement,  fubiifted  tolerably  well,  and  in- 
creafed  confiderably,  with  very  little  affifiance  from 
Europe :  whilft  we,  even  now,  fhould  lofe  theimmeoie 
expence  we  have  already  been  at  to  fettle  a  colony 
there,  and  (hould  fee  all  our  endeavours  to  thai  end 
defeated,  if  the  fupport  of  the  royal  hand  was  with- 
drawn but  for  a  moment.  This  country,  by  the 
pofleifion  of  which  an  enemy  would  be  enabled 
greatly  to  annoy  all  our  other  colonies,  and,  if  in 
the  hands  of  the  French,  would  be  of  figular  fcr- 
vice  both  to  their  fifhery  and  their  fu^  islands,  has 
frequently  changed  hands  from  the  French  to  the 
Engliih,  and  from  the  Englifh  back  again  to  the 
French,  till  our  right  to  it  was  finally  fetded  by  the 
twelfth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  by  which  all 
the  country  included  within  the  ancient  hnuts  of 
what  was  called  Nova-Scotia  or  Acadia,  was  coled 
to  the  Engliih.  This  article  was  confirmed  by  the 
treaty  of  Aix-la-GhapcUe  :  but,  for  want  of  afcer- 
taining  difiin^lly  what  were  the  bounds  intended  to 
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be  fixed  by  the  two  nations  with  refpe<Sl  to  this  CHAP, 
province,  difputes  arofe,  and  commiflarics,  a»  we  ^  ^^'  ^ 
natc  obferved,  were  appointed  by  both  lides,  to  yj^ 
adjuft  the  litigation. 

§  XXXVIIL  The  commiflaries  of  the  King  of 
Great-Britain  conformed  themfelves  to  the  rule  laid 
down  by  the  treaty  itfelf,  and  afligned  thofe  as  the 
ancient  limits  of  this  country ,  which  had  always 
pafled  as  fuch,  from  the  very  earlieft  time  of  any 
certainty,  down  to  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty; 
which  the  two  crowns  had  frequently  declared  to  be 
fuch,  and  which  the  French  had  often  admitted  and 
allowed.  Thefe  limits  are,  the  fouthern  bank  of 
the  river  St.  Lawrence  to  the  north,  and  Pentagoet 
to  the  weft  :  the  country  lituated  between  thefe 
boundaries  is  that  which  the  French  received  by  the 
treaty  of  St.  Germain*s,  in  the  year  one  thouland 
fix  hundred  and  thirty-two,  under  the  general  name 
of  Acadia.  Of  this  country,  thus  limited,  they 
continued  in  pofleffion  from  that  oeriod  to  the  year 
one  tboufand  fix  hundred  and  nfry-four,  when  a 
descent  was  made  upon  it,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Sedgwick,  l^jat  thefe  were  then  the  un- 
disputed  hmits  of  Aciclia,  his  Braitannick  Majefty*s 
commiffiaries  plainly  proved,  by  a  letter  of  Louis 
XIII.  to  the  Sieurs  Charnifay  and  La  Tour,  regu- 
^ng  their  jurifdidlions  in  Acadia^  by  the  fubic^ 
quent  commiffions  of  the  French  King  to  the  fame 
perfoASy  as  Governors  of  Acadia,  in  the  fequel ; 
and  by  that  which  was  afterwards  granted  to  the 
Sieur  Denys,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  fifty-four ;  all  of  which  extend  the  bouiuls  of  this 
country  from  the  river  St.  Lawrence  to  Pentagoet 
and  New- England.  That  thefe  were  the  notions  of 
the  French  with  refpe<^  to  the  ancient  limits  of  thi$ 
province  was  further  confirmed  by  the  demand  made 
by  their  Ambaflador,  in  the  courfe  of  that  fame  year, 
for  the  reftitution  of  the  fprts  Pentagoet,  St.  John's 
and  Port-Royal,  as  forts  fituaited  in  Acadia.  In 
the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-tu'o, 
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BOOK  upon  the  revival  of  the  claim  of  France  to  the  country 
^  ^^^'  ,  of  Acadia,   which  had  been  left  undecided  by  the 
y^5S^  treaty  of  Weftminfter,  the  French  Ambailador^  then 
at  the  Court  of  London,  afligned  Pantagoet  as  the 
weftern,  and  the  river  St.  Laurence  as  the  northern 
boundry  of  that  country  ;  and  alledged  the  reftitu-^ 
tion  of  Acadia  in  the  year  onethoufand  fix  hundred 
and  thirty-two,  and  the  pofleffion  taken  by  France 
in  confequence  thereof,  as  well  as  the  continuatioa 
of  that  pofleffion,  with  the  feme  limits,  to  the  yeir 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-four,  as  prooft  o£ 
the  equity  and  validity  of  the  claim  he  then  macle ; 
in  which  claim,  and  in  the  manner  of  fupporting  % 
^  he  was  particularly  approved  of    by  the  Court  rf 
France.    The  fame  Court  afterwards  thought  it  fq 
clear,    upon  former  deternnnations,    and   her  0|Bm 
former  pofleflions,  that  the  true  ancient  boundaries; 
of  Acadia  were  Pentagoet  to  the  wefl,  and  the  river, 
St.  Lawrence  to  the  north,   that  fhe  defircd  no  fpe- 
cification  of  limits  in  the  treaty  of  Breda,  but  was 
contented  with  the  reflitution  of  Acadia ;   generally 
named :    and,    upon  a  difpute  which  arofe  in  the 
execution  of  this  treaty,    France  re-aflcrted,    and 
Great-Britain,   after  fome  difcuffion,   agreed  to  the 
above-mentioned    limits    of   Acadia;    and   France 
obtained   pofleffion  of   that  country^   fo  bounded^ 
under  the  treaty  of  Breda.    The  fenfe  of  Franct 
\ipon  this  fubjecS:,   in  the  years  one  thoufand  fij: 
hundred   and  eighty-five,    and   one    thoufand   fix. 
^hundred  and  eighty-feVen,    was  alfo  clearly  maiii- 
ftffed,  in  the  memorials  delivered  at  that  time  by 
*the  French  Ambaf&dor  at  the  Court  of  London^, 
complaining  <rf  fome  encroachments  made  by  the 
'Englifh  upon  the  coait  of  Acadia :   he  defcribed  the 
country  as  extending  from  ifle  Perc&,  which  lies  at 
the  entrance  of  the    river  St.  Lawrence,    to  St. 
George's  ifland  s    and  again,    in  S.  fubfequent  com- 
plaint,   made   by   Monf.    Barillon  and    Monf.  dc 
Bonrepaus  to  the  Court  of  Great- Britain,   againft 
the  judge  of  Pemaquid,  for  having  fcizcd  the  ^e6ts 
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6f  a  P^rehch  merchant  at  Pcntagoctj    whith,   faid  CHAP, 
thejr,   was  fituatcd  in  Acadia,  as  reftorcd  to  France  ^   ^^'  ^ 
bjr  the  treaty  of  Breda.     To  explain  the  fenfc  of     1753/ 
France,   touching  the  bounds  of  Acadia  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred,  the  Britifh  commifla* 
lies  produced  a  propofal  of  the  French  Ambafladof, 
then  rcfiding  in  Great  Britain,   to  rcftrain  the  limits 
of  that  country  to  the  river  St.  George*      They  alfo 
inftanced  the  furrcnder  of  Port-Royal  in  the  year 
one   thoufand   feven   hundred   and  ten,    in  which 
Acadia  is  defcribed  with  the  fame  limits  with  which 
Prance  had  received  it  in  the  years  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  thirty- two,  and  one  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred and  fixty-feven.     And  further  to  afcertain  the 
fenfe  of  both  crowns,   even  at  the  treaty  of  Utrecht 
itfelfy    they  produced  the  Queen  of  Great-Britain's 
ioflru6tions  to  her  Ambaffadors  in  the  year  one  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  eleven,  in  which  they  were 
direiSlcd  to  infift,   "  That  his  Mod  Chriftian  Ma- 
**  jcfly  fhould  quit  all  claim  or  title,  by  virtue  ol^ 
"  any  former  treaty,  or  othcrwife,   to  the  country 
"  called  Nova-Scotia,   and  exprefsly  to  Port*-Royal| 
"  otherwife    Annapolis-Royal."      To    thefe     they 
added  a  manifed  demonfiration,    founded  on  indif^ 
putable  feds,  proving  that  the  recital  of  the  feveral 
forts  of  right  which  France  had  ever  pretended  to 
this  country,   and  the  fpecification  of  both  terms^ 
Acadia  or  Nova- Scotia,    were  intended  by  Great- 
Britain  to  obviate  all  doubts  which  had  ever  been 
made  concerning  the  limits  of  Acadia,  and  to  com- 
prehend with  more  certainty  all  that  country  which 
France  had  ever  received  as  fuch :  finally,  to  fpecify 
what  France  confidered  as  Acadia.  During  the  treaty, 
they  referred  to  the  offers  of  that  crown  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twelve,   in  which 
(he  propofed  to  reftrain  the  boundary  of  Acadia  to 
the  river  St,  George,  as  a  departure  from  its  real 
boundary,  in  cafe  Great- Britain  would  reflore  to  her 
the  pofleifion  of  that  country.     From  all  thefe  fad^ 
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BOOK   it    plainly   appears    that    Great-Britain    demanded 
11^-      nothing  but  what  the  fair  conftrudlion  of  the  words 
^  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  neceflarily  implies;   and 
that  it  is  impoflible  for  any  thing  to  have  more 
evident  marks  of  candour  and  fairnefs  in  it,  than 
the  demand  of  the  Englilh  on  this  occafion.     From 
the  variety  of  evidence  brought  in  fupport  of  this 
claim,    it  evidently   refults,   that  the  Englifh  Com- 
miflaries  alligned  no  limits  as  the  ancient  limits  of 
Acadia,   but  thofe  which  France  herfelf  detennined 
to  be  fuch  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
thiny-two ;  and  which  ihe  poflcflcd,  in  confeqaeoce 
of  that  determination,   till  the  year  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  fifty-four ;   that  in  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  fixty-two  France  claimed,  and  received 
in  one  thoufand   fix  hundred  and   fixty-nine,   the 
country  which  Great-Britain  now  claims  as  Acadia» 
reftored  to  France  by  the  treaty  of  Breda  under  that 
general  denomination  :    That  France   never   confi- 
dered  Acadia,   as  having  any  other  hmits  than  thofe 
which  were  aflSgncd  to  it  from  the  year  one  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  thirty-two,  to  the  year  one  thoufand 
i'even  hundred  and  ten  ;   and  that,    by  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,    (he   engaged  to  transfer   that  very  fame 
country  as  Acadia,  which  France  has  always  aflerted 
and  pofftfled,  and  Great- Britain  now  claims,  as  fuch. 
Should  the  Crown  of   France,   therefore,    be  ever 
willing  to   decide  what  are  the  ancient  limits  of 
Acadia,  by  her  own  declarations  fo  frequently  made 
in  like  difcuflions  upon  the  fame    point,    by  her 
pofleffions  of  this  country  for  almofl  a  century,  and 
by  her  defcription  of  Acadia,  during  the  negociation 
of  that  very  treaty  upon  which  this  doubt  is  raifed, 
fhe  cannot  but  admit  the  claim  of  Great-Britain  to 
be  conformable  to  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  to  the 
defcription  of   the   country  transferred   to    Great- 
Britain  by  the  twelfth  article  of  that  treaty.     Tliere 
is  a  confiftency  in  the  claim  of  the  Englifh,  and  a 
compUtf  nefs  in  the  evidence  brought  in  fupport  of 
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it,  which  IS  feidoitl  fe^ft  m  difcufHons  of  this  fort;  CHAP, 
for  it  rarely  happens,  in  dilpiites  of  fuch  a  nature  ^V, 
between  two  crowns",  that  cither  of  theiii  can  fafely  i7i$7 
offer  to  have  its  pretenfions  decided  by  the  known 
and  repeated  declarations,  or  the  pofleflions  of  the 
other.  To  anfwcr  the  force  of  this  detail  of  con- 
chifive  hiftorical  fofts,  and  to  gire  a  new  turn  to 
the  real  queftion  in  difpute,  the  French  commiflaries, 
in  their  memorial,  laid  it  down  as  a  drfiindlion 
made  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  that  the  anciint 
limits  of  Acadia,  referred  to  by  that  treaty,  ar(i 
different  from  any  with  which  that  country  majr 
have  paffed  under  the  treaties  of  St.  Germain*S  and 
Breda;  and  then  endeavour  to  fhew,  upon  tl\e 
tcftimonies  of  maps  and  hiftorians,  that  Acadia  and 
its  limits  were  anciently  confined  to  the  fouth-eaftern 
part  of  the  peninfula.  In  fupport  of  this  fyflem, 
the  French  commiffaries  had  recourfe  to  ancient 
maps  and  hiftorians,  who,  a$  they  aflJrted,  had 
ever  confined  Acadia  to  the  limits  they  afligned. 
They  alledged,  that  thofe  commiffions  of  the 
French  government  over  Acadia,  which  the  Englifli 
cited  as  evidence  of  the  limits  they  claimed,  were 
given  as  commiffions  over  Acadia  and  the  country 
around  it,  and  not  over  Acadia  only:  that  the  whole 
of  the  country  claimed  by  the  Englilh  as  Acadia, 
could  not  poflibly  be  fuppofed  ever  to  be  confidered 
as  fuch,  becaufe  many  parts  of  that  territory  always 
did,  and  ftill  do,  preferve  particular  and  diftindt 
names.  They  affirmed  New  France  to  be  a  province 
in  itfclf ;  and  argued,  that  many  parts  of  what  we 
claim  as  Acadia  can  never  have  been  in  Acadia, 
becaufe  hiftorians  and  the  French  commiffions  of 
government  exptefsly  place  them  in  New  France, 
They  aflerted,  that  no  evidence  can  be  drawn  of 
the  opinion  of  any  crown,  with  refpcdt  to  the  limits 
of  any  country,  from  its  declararion  during  the  nc- 
gociation  of  a  treaty  ;  and,  in  the  end,  reljring  upoa 
maps  and  hiftorians  for  the  ancient  limits"  of  Acadia, 
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BOOK  they  pretended  that  the  exprefs  reftitution  of  Sr* 
ni.      Germain*s  and  the  poileflion  taken  by  France  in 

^""JJ^^  confcqucnce  of  the  treaty  of  Breda,  after  a  long 
difcuffion  of  the  limits,  and  the  declaration  of  France 
during  the  ncgociation  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
were  foreign  to  the  point  in  queftion.  In  refutation 
of  thefe  maxims,  ttie  Englith  commiflaries  proved, 
from  an  examination  of  the  maps  and  hidorians  cited 
by  the  French  in  fupport  of  their  fyflem,  that  if  this 
queftion  was  to  be  decided,  upon  the  authorities 
which  they  themfelves  allowed  to  belong,  and  to  be 
applical;)le  tOi  this  difcufHon,  the  limits  which  they 
amgned  were  utterly  inconfiftent  with  the  beft  nups 
of  all  countries,  which  are  authorities  in  point  for 
almoft  every  part  of  the  claim  of  Great  Britain. 
They  (hewed,  that  the  French  hiftorians,  Champlain 
and  Denys,  and  particularly  this  laft,  with  his  com- 
miflion  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
fifty-five,  afE^jned  the  fame  northern  and  wcftern 
limits  to.  Acadia  which  they  did  ;  and  that  Efcarbot, 
another  of  their  hiftorians,  as  far  as  any  evidence 
can  be  drawn  from  his  writings,  agrees  entirely  with 
the  former  two.  They  obferved,  that  all  thefe 
evidences  fall  in  with  and  confirm  the  better  autho- 
rities of  treaties,  and  the  feveral  tranfadlions  between 
the  two  crowns  for  near  a  century  paft;  and  that 
the  French  commiflaries,  by  deviating  from  treaties, 
and  the  late  proceedings  of  the  two  crowns,  to  an- 
cient hiftorians  and  maps,  only  made  a  tranfitioA 
from  an  authentick  to  an  infufficient  fort  of  evidence, 
and  led  the  Englifti  commiflaries  into  an  enquiry, 
which  proved,  that  both  the  proper  and  the  impro- 
per, the  regular  and  the  foreign  evidence,  upon 
which  this  matter  had  been  refted,  equally  confuted 
the  limits  alledged  by  the  French  commiflaries  a$ 
the  ancient  limits  of  Acadia. 
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CHAP.     III. 

I*  Ambitious fchemes  of  the  French  in  North-America. 
§  II.  Rife  and  condu3  of  the  Ohio  Company. 
§  III.  Letter  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia  to  the 
French  Commander  at  Riviere- au-Bosuf  §  IV.  Per-- 
Jidious  praQices  of  the  French  in  Nova-Scotia.  §  V. 
Major  Laurence  defeats  the  French  neutrals.  §  VI. 
Britijh  Ambajfador  at  Paris  amufed  ivilhgeneralpro^ 
fnifes.  §  VII.  Sejion  opened.  §  VIII.  Supplies 
granted.  §  IX.  Repeal  of  the  ah  for  naturalizing 
Jews.  §  X.  Motion  for  repealing  a  former  aStfa^ 
^ourable  to  the  Jews.  §  Af.  Eaft-India  mutiny^ 
iill.  §  XII.  Cafe  of  Le—.  §  XIII.  Seffton 
clofed.  §  XIV.  Death  of  Mr.  Pelham.  Change  in 
the  miniftry.  ^  XV.  New  Parliament  affembledand 
prorogued.  §  XVI.  Difputes  in  the  Irifh  ParlKt-^ 
vmit.  §  XVII.  Tranfa6lions  in  the  Eafl-Indies. 
^  XVIII.  Account  of  the  Englifh  fettlements  on  the 
Malabar  and  Coromatidel  coaft.  §  XIX.  Difpute 
^hout  the  government  of  Arcot.  §  XX.  Mahommed 
AH  Khanfupported  hy  the  Englifh.  %  XXI.  Mr. 
dive  tukes  Arcot.  §  XXII.  And  defeats  the  ene^ 
viy  in  the  plains  of  Araniy  and  at  Koveripauh. 
^  XXIII.  He  reduces  three  forts,  and  takes  M. 
ifAnteuil.  §  XXIV.  Chunda  Saib  taken  and  put 
to  death  J  and  his  army  routed.  §  XXV.  Conven* 
tion  between  the  Eafl-India  Companies  of  England 
and  France.  §XXVI.  General  view  of  the  briiifh 
colonies  in  N^^rth- America.  §  XXVII.  New  Eng^ 
land  and  New-York.  %  XXVIII.  New  Jerfey. 
^  XXIX.  Pentifylvania.  ^  XXX.  Maryland. 
k  XXXI.  Virginia.  §  XXXII.  The  two  Caro^ 
Jhtas.  §  XXXIII.  Georgia.  §  XXXIV.  The 
French  fur  prize  Logs 'Thwn^  on  the  Ohio.  §  XXXV. 
Conference  with  the  Jmlians  at  Albany.  §  XXXVI, 
Colonel  Wafhington  defeated  and  taken  by  the  French 
vn  the  Ohio.     §  XXXVII.  Divifions  among  the  Bri^ 
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iijh  colonies.  %  XXXVIII.  The  Hereditary  Prince 
of  Ueffe-  Cajfel  frofejfes  the  Ropian  Catholic k  rehgiort. 
fs  XXXIX.  Parliament  of  Paris  recalled  from  exile. 
\  XL.  Affairs  of  Spain  and  Portugal.  ^  XLT> 
Si ffion  opened.  ^^KJAl.  Supplies  granted.  ^  XLIII. 
Bill  in  behalf  of  Chelfea  fenfioners.  ^  XLIV.  Ox- 
fordfhire  eleQion.  ^  XLV.  Meffage  from  the  King 
to  the  Hou^e  of  Commons.  §  XLVI.  Court  of  Ver- 
faillts  amufes  the  Englijh  miniftry.  ^  XLVII.  Sef 
fion  clofed. 

BOOK  ^  I.  V\7^HILE    the    Britifti     miniftry     depended 

^^  }^y„j  upon  the  fucccfs  of  the  conferences  be- 

1758.     tween  the  CommiflTaries  of  the  two  crowns  at  Paris, 

the  French  were  actually  employed  in  executing  their 

?lans  pf  encroachpient  upon  the  Britifh  colonies  Jn 
forth-America.  There  fcheme  was  to  engrofs  the 
ijAole  fur-trade  of  that  continent,  and  they  had  al- 
ready made  great  progrefs  in  extending  a  chain  of 
forts,  connefSing  their  fettleracnts  on  the  river  Mif- 
iiflippi  with  their  pofTeffions  in  Canada,  along  the 
great  lakes  of  Eria  and  Qntario,  which  laft  iffues  into 
the  river  St.  Lawrence,  By  thefe  means  they  hoped 
to  exclude  the  Englifh  from  ^11  communication  and 
traffick  with  the  Indian  nations,  even  thofe  that  lay 
contiguous  to  the  Britifh  fettlements,  and  confine 
them  within  a  line  of  their  drawing,  beyond  which 
they  (hould  neither  extend  their  trade  nor  planta- 
tions. Their  commercial  fpirit  did  not  keep  pace 
with  the  gigantick  flrides  of  their  ambition  :  they 
could  not  fupply  all  thofe  Indians  with  the  necefla- 
ries  they  wanted,  fo  that  many  of  the  natives  had 
recourfe  to  the  Englifh  fettlements ;  and  this  com- 
merce produced  a  connexion,  in  confequence  o£ 
which  the  Britifh  adventurers  ventured  to  travel  with 
merchandize  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the  river  Ohio, 
til  at  runs  into  the  Miffiflippi,  a  great  way  on  the 
prher  fide  of  the  Apalachian  mountains,  beyond 
which  none  of  our  colonifis  had  ever  attempted  to 
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penetrate.    The   tra(ft  of  country  lying  along  the  chap. 

Ohio  his  fo  fertile,  pleafant,  and  inviting,  and  the  ^ ]^^ 

IndiaBs^  called  Twightees,  who  inhabit  thofe  delight-  17437 
fui  plains,  were  fo  well  difpofed  towards  a  clofe  al- 
liance with  the  Englifh,  that,  as  far  back  as  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixteen,  Mr.  Spotf- 
wood.  Governor  of  Virginia,  propofed  a  plan  for 
crec^ng  a  company  to  fettle  luch  lands  upon  this 
river  as  (hould  be  ceded  to  them  by  treaty  with  the 
natives ;  but  the  dcfign  was  at  that  time  fruftrated, 
partly  by  the  indolence  and  timidity  of  the  Britiih 
mtniftry,  who  were  afraid  of  giving  umbrage  to  the 
French,  and  partly  by  the  jealoulies  and  divifions 
fubfifting  between  the  different  colonies  of  Great- 
Britain.  The  very  fame  circumftances  encouraged 
the  French  to  proceed  in  their  projed  of  invafion. 
At  length,  they  penetrated  from  the  banks  of  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  acrofs  lake  Champlain,  and 
upon  the  territory  of  New-York  built  with  im- 
punity, and,  indeed,  without  oppofition,  the  fort 
of  Crown-Point,  the  moft  infolent  and  dangerous 
encroachment  that  they  had  hitherto  carried  into 
execution. 

^  II.  Governor  Spotfwood's  fchenie  for  an  Ohio 
company  was  revived  immediately  after  the  peace 
of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  when  certain  merchants  of  Lon- 
don who  traded  to  Maryland  and  Virginia,  peti* 
rioned  the  government  on  this  fubje(5l,  and  were  in- 
dulged not  only  with  a  grant  of  a  great  traci  of 
ground  to  the  fouthward  of  Pennfylvania,  which  they 
promifed  to  fettle,  but  alfo  with  an  exclufive  privi- 
lege of  trading  with  the  Indians  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  Ohio.  This  defign  no  fooner  tranfpired, 
than  the  French  Governor  of  Canada  took  the  alarm, 
and  wrote  letters  to  the  Governors  of  New- York  and 
Pennfylvania,  giving  them  to  underliand,  that  as  the 
Englifh  inland  traders  had  encroached  on  the  French 
territories  and  privileges,  by  trading  with  the  Indians 
under  the  protedtion  of   his    Sovereign,  he  would 
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BOOK  felxc  them  wherever  they  could  be  found,  if  tbcy  did 
JH'  ^  not  immediately  defift  from  that  illicit  pradlicc.  No 
ij^  regard  being  paid  to  this  intimation,  he  next  year 
caufed  three  Britifti  traders  to  be  arrefted.  Their 
efFe6ls  were  confifcated,  and  they  thcmfclvcs  con- 
veyed to  Quebeck,  from  whence  they  were  fent  pri- 
foners  to  Rochelle  in  France,  and  there  detained  in 
confinement.  In  this  fituation  they  prefented  a  re^ 
monftrancc  to  the  Earl  of  Albemarle,  at  that  time 
Englilh  Ambaflador  at  Paris,  and  he  claiming  them 
as  Britifti  fubjeds,  they  were  fet  at  liberty.  Al- 
though, in  anfwer  to  his  Lordfhip's  memorial,  the 
Court  of  Verfailles  promifed  to  tranfmit  orders  to 
the  French  Governors  in  America  to  ufe  all  tbcir 
endeavours  for  preventing  any  difputes  that -might 
have  a  tendency  to  alter  the  good  correfpondcnce 
eftablifhed  between  the  two  nations :  in  all  probabi- 
lity the  diredlions  given  were .  feemiqgly  the  irery , 
rcverfe  of  thefe  profeffions,  for  the  French  dora- 
manders,  partifans,  and  agents  in  America,  took 
every  ftcp  their  bufy  genius  could  fugg^it,-  to 
Arengthen  their  own  power  and  weaken  the  i^u- 
ence  of  the  Englifli,  by  embroiling  them  with  the 
Indian  nations.  This  talk  they  found  the  more  eafy^ 
as  the  nativies  h^d  taken  oflencc  againft  the  E^:^ 
li(h,  when  they  underftood  that  their  lands  were 
given  away  without  their  knowledge,  and  that  there 
was  a  defign  to  build  forts  in  their  country,  without 
their  confent  and  concurrence-  Indeed  the  perfon 
whom  the  new  Company  employed  tp  furvey  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio  concealed  his  defign  fo  carcfuHy, 
land  behaved  in  other.  refpe<fts  in  fuch  a  dark  myfte- 
rious  manner,  as  could  not  failtoaroufe  the  jealiufy 
of  a  people  naturally  inquifitive,  and  very  much  ad-^ 
dicled  to  fufpidon.  How  the  Company  propofed 
to  fettle  this  acquifition  in  defpite  of  tnc  native  pof- 
feflbrs  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive,  and  it  is  (ViU  more 
ynaccount^ble  that  they  ihould  have  negleded  the 
natives,  whofc  confent  and  afliftance  they  might  have 
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procured  at  very  fmall  expencc.     Inftcad  of  acS- chap. 
ing  fuch  a  fair,  open,  and  honourable  part,  they  fent  ^  ^^^' 
a  Mr.  Gift  to  make  a  clandeftine  furvey  of  the  coun-     itssT 
try,  as  far  as  the  falls  of  the  river  Ohio ;  and,  as 
wc  have  obfervcd  above,  his  condudl  alarmed  both 
the  French  and  Indians.     The  erection  of  this  com- 
pany was  equally  difagreeable  to  the  feparate  traders 
of  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania,  who  faw  themfelveson 
the  eve  of  being  deprived  of  a  valuable  branch  of 
traffick,  by  the  excluiive  charter  of  a  monopoly;  and 
therefore  they  employed  their  emiflaries  to  foment 
the  jealoufy  of  the  Indians. 

^  III.  The  French  having  in  a  manner  com- 
menced hoftilities  againft  the  £ng1ifh,  and  adlually 
buih  forts  on  the  territories  of  the  Bririfh  allies  at 
Niagara,  and  on  the  lake  Erie,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Go- 
vernor of  Pennfylvania,  communicated  this  intelli- 
gence  to  the  A^mbly  of  the  province,  and  repre- 
^nted  the  ncceffity  of  eredling  truck- houfes,  or 
places  of  ftrength  and  fccurity,  on  the  river  Ohio,  to 
which  the  traders  niight  retire  in  cafe  of  infult  or 
molcftatron.  The  propbfal  was  approved,  and 
money  granted  for  the  purpofe  ;  but  the  Aiftmbly 
could  not  agree  about  the  manner  in  which  they 
Ihquld  be  eredcd  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  the  Frencn 
fortHied  themfelves  at  leifure,  and  continued  to  ha- 
rafsthe  traders  belonging  to  the  Britifh  fettlements. 
Repeated  complaints  of  thefe  encroachments  and 
depredations  being  reprefented  to  Mr,  Dinwiddie, 
Governor  of  Virginia,  he,  towards  the  latter  end  of 
this  very  year,  fent  Major  Wafhington  with  a  letter 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  a  fort  which  the  French 
bad  built  on  the  Riviere-au-Boeuf,  which  falls  into 
the  Ohio,  not  far  from  the  lake  Erie.  In  this  letter 
Mr.  Dinwiddie  cxprefled  his  furprize  that  the  French 
iliould  build  forts  and  make  fettlements  on  the  river 
Ohio,  in  the  weftern  part  of  the  colony  of  Virginia, 
belonging  to  the  Crown  of  GreatBritain.  He  com- 
plained of  thefe  encroachments,  as  well  as  of  the  in- 
juries done  to  the  fubjeds  of  Great- Britain,  in  open 
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BOOK  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  of  the  treaties 
^  ^^^'  J  adlually  fubfifting  between  the  two  Crowns.  He  de* 
^^5^  fired  to  know  by  whofe  authority  and  in(lru6lions  hii 
Britannick  Majefty's  territories  had  been  invaded; 
and  required  him  to  depart  in  peace,  without  further 
profecuting  a  plan  which  muft  interrupt  the  har- 
mony and  good  underllanding  which  his  Majefly  was 
defirous  to  continue  and  cultivate  with  the  Moft 
Chriftian  King.  To  this  fpirited  intimation  the 
officer  replied,  That  it  was  not  his  province  to  fpe- 
cify  the  evidence,  and  demonftrate  the  right  of  the 
King  his  mafter  to  the  lands  fituated  on  the  river 
Ohio  ;  but  he  would  tranfmit  the  letter  to  the  Mar- 
quis  du  Quefne,  and  a6l  according  to  the  aofwer  he 
(hould  receive  from  that  nobleman.  In  the  mean 
time,  he  faid  he  did  not  think  himfelf  obliged  to 
obey  the  fummons  of  thc'Englifh  Governor;  that  he 
commanded  the  fort  by  virtue  of  an  order  from  his 
General,  to  which  he  was  determined  to  conform 
with  all  the  precifion  and  refolution  of  a  good  officer. 
Mr.  Dinwiddie  expected  no  other  reply,  and  the«- 
fore  had  projected  a  fort  to  be  eredled  near  the  forks 
of  the  river.  The  province  undertook  to  defray 
the  expence,  and  the  fl:orei  for  that  purpofe  were 
already  provided  ;  but,  by  fome  fatal  overiight,  the 
concurrence  of  the  Indians  was  neither  obtained  nor 
folicited,  and,  therefore,  they  looked  upon  this  mea- 
fure  with  an  evil  eye,  as  a  manifeft  invafion  of  their 
property. 

^  IV.  While  the  French  thus  induftrioufly  ex- 
tended their  encroachments  to  the  fouthward,  they 
were  not  idle  in  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  but  feized 
every  opportunity  of  diftreffing  the  Enghlh  fettle- 
ment  of  Nova  Scotia.  We  have  already  obfcrvcd, 
that  the  town  of  Halifax  was  no  fooner  built,  than 
they  fpirited  up  the  Indians  of  that  neighbourhood 
to  commit  hoftilities  againft  the  inhabitants,  fome 
of  whom  they  murdered,  and  others  they  carried 
prifoners  to  lx)uilbourg,  where  they  fold  them  for 
arms  and  ammunition,  the  French  pretending  that 
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they  maintained  this  traffick  from  motives  df  pure  CHAP, 
conipaffion,  in  order  to  prevent  the  maflacre  of  the  ^J^^-  ^ 
Engliih  captives,  whom,  however,  they  did  not  fet  itwT 
at  liberty  without  cxa<iUng  an  exorbitant  ranfom.  As 
thefe  Ikulking  parties  of  Indians  were  generally  di- 
redled  and  headed  by  French  commanders,  repeated 
complaints  were  made  to  the  Governor  of  Louif- 
bourg,  who  ftill  anfwered,  that  his  jurifdidlion  did 
not  extend  over  the  Indians,  and  that  their  French 
condudlors  were  chofen  from  the  inhabitants  of  An- 
napolis, who  thought  proper  to  remain  in  that  coun- 
try after  it  was  ceded  to  the  Englifh,  and  were,  in 
faJft,  the  fubjedls  of  Great-Britain.  Even  while  the 
conferences  were  carried  on  for  afcertaining  the  limits 
of  Nova- Scotia,  the  Governor  of  Canada  detached 
M.  La  Corne,  with  fome  regular  troops,  and  a  body 
pf  militia,  to  fortify  a  poft  on  the  bay  of  Chigne6to, 
on  pretence  that  this  and  a  great  part  of  the  penin- 
fula  belonged  to  his  government.  The  polleffion 
of  this  poft  not  only  fecured  to  the  Indians  of  the 
continent  a  free  entrance  into  the  peninfula,  and  a 
fafe  retreat  in  cafe  of  purfuit ;  but  alfo  encouraged 
the  French  inhabitants  of  Annapolis  to  rife  in  open 
rebellion  againft  the  Englifh  government. 

^  V.  In  the  fpring  of  the  year  one  thoufand  fevcn 
hundred  and  fifty,  General  Cornwallis,.  Governor  of 
Halifax,  detached  Major  Laurence  with  a  few  men 
to  reduce  them  to  obedience.  At  his  approach  they 
burned  their  towns  to  afbes,  forfook  their  pofleflions, 
and  threw  themfelvcs  under  the  prote6lion  of  M.  La 
Corne,  who,  thus  reinforced,  found  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  well  provided  with 
arms  and  ammunition.  Major  Laurence  being 
unable  to  cope  with  him  in  the  field,  demanded  an 
interview,  at  which  he  defired  to  know  for  what 
caufe  the  French  inhabitants  of  Nova  Scotia  had 
(haken  ofl^  their  allegiance  to  the  Crown  of  Great- 
Britain,  and  violated  the  neutrality  which  they  had 
hithprto  afFedtccJ  to  profefs.     The  French  officer, 
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BOOK  without  pretending  to  account  for  their  behaviour, 
^^  ^^J'  J  gave  him  to  undcirtftand  in  general  terms,  that  he  had 
17W.  orders  to  defend  his  poft,  and  thefe  orders  he  was 
determined  to  obey.  The  Englifli  Major  finding 
himfelf  too  weak  to  attack  their  united  force,  and 
having  no  orders  to  commit  hoitilities  againft  any 
but  the  Indians  and  their  open  abettors,  returned  to 
Halifax,  without  having  been  able  to  fulfil  the  pur- 
pofe  of  his  expedition.  Immediately  after  bis  re- 
treat, the  French  neutrals  (fo  they  were  called)  re- 
turned to  the  habitations  which  they  had  abandoned; 
and,  in  conjun6^ioh  with  the  Indians,  renewed  their 
depredations  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Halifax  and  its 
dependent  fettlements.  The  Englifli  Governor,  juftly 
incenfed  at  thefe  outrages,  and  feeing  they  would 
neither  fubmit  to  the  Englifh  government  them- 
felves,  nor  allow  others  to  enjoy  it  with  tranquillity, 
refolved  t6  expel  them  eflTeAually  from  the  country 
they  fo  ill  deferred  to  poflfefs.  Major  Laurence  was 
again  detached  with  a  thoufand  men,  tranfported  by 
fca  to  Chigneflo,  ^here  he  found  the  French  and 
India;is  entrenched,  in  order  to  difpute  his  landing. 
Notwiihftanding  this  oppbfition,  he  made  a  defcent 
with  a  few  companies,  received  and  returned  a  finart 
fire,  and  rufiiing  into  their,  entrenchments,  obliged 
them  to  fly  them  the  utmofi:  precipitation,  leading  a 
confiderable  number  killed  and  wounded  on  the  fpot. 
The  fugitives  faved  themfelves  by  crolii ng  a  river, 
on  the  wrther  bank  of  which  La  Come  ftood  at  the 
head  of  his  troops,  drawn  up  in  order  to  rctcivc 
them  as  frtcndsr  -and  dependents,  tje  had  by  this 
time  crcfled  a  fort,  which  he  denominated  BcauSc- 
jour;  and  how  the  EngKfh  built  another  bn  the  op- 
polite  fide  of  the  river,  li'hich  was  called  after  its 
founder  St;  Laurence.  This  being  provided  with  a 
good  garrifon,  ferved  as  a  check  upon  the  French, 
and  in  fome  meafure  reftrained  the  incurfions  of 
their  barbarians.  Not  that  it  efredually  anfwcrcd 
this  purpofe ;  for  the  Indians  and  Neutrals  ftill  feizcd 
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every  opppttunity  of  attacking  the  Engliih  in  the  C  H  A  P. 
interior  parts  of  the  pcninfula.  In  the  courfe  of  the  ^J|^\^. 
fucceedine  year  they  furprized  the  httle  town  of  17^3. 
Dartmoutn,  on  the  other  fide  of  HgliBix-bay,  where 
they  killed  and  fcalped  a  great  number  ot  people, 
and  carried  off  fom^  prifoners.  For  thcfe  expedi- 
tions the  French  always  fupplied  them  with  boats 
canoes,  arms,  and  ammunition;  and  indeed  they 
were  condu6led  with  fuch  care  and  fccrccy,  that  it 
was  almoft  imjJoffible  to  prevent  their  fuccefs.  One 
fure  remedy  againil  the  fudden  and  ilolen  incurfions 
of  thofe  favages  might  have  been  found  in  the  ufe 
of  itaunch  hounds,  which  would  have  run  upon  the 
foot,  detedlcd  the  fkulking  parties  of  the  Indians, 
and  fruflrated  all  their  ambufcades :  but  this  expe- 
dient, fo  eafy  and  practicable,  was  never  tried,  though 
frequently  recommended  in  publick  to  the  attention 
of  the  government,  and  the  conlideration  of  the 
colonifts.  The  Indians  continued  to  plunder  and 
maflacre  the  Britiih  fubje<Sts  with  impunity,  and  were 
countenanced  by  the  French  government  in  that 
country,  who  now  ftrengthened  their  lodgement  on 
the,  neck  of  the  peninfula  with  an  additional  fort 
diiiinguiftied  by  the  name  of  Bay-verte;  and  built 
a  third  at  the  mouth  of  St  John's  river,  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  bay  of  Fundy.. 

§  VI.  All  thefe  preyious,  ftep^  to .  a  rupture  with 
Englapd  were  taken  with  great;  deliberation,  while 
tb^  pommiilaries  pf  both  nations  were  difputing 
about  the  limits  of  the  very. cpuntry  which  they  thus 
Arr9gapt|j  ufi^rped ;  and  they  proceeded  to  perfect 
their  ch^m  pf  forts,  to  the  fouth ward,  without  paying 
the  lead  regard. to  the  e:|;p€)fiulation$  of  ^  the  Engliih 
Governors,  or  to  a  memorial  prefcnted  at, Verfailles 
by  the  Earl  of  Albcmarlci  the  9riulh  Miniften  He 
demanded  that  exprefs  orders  fhpuld  be  fent  to  M. 
De  la  Jpnquiere,  the  Commander  fortjie  I^rench  in 
America,  to  defift  from  violence:  agaiuft  the  Britiflu 
fubjcds  inthat  country ;  that  the  fort  of  Niagara  Ihould 
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B  O  O  K  be  immediately  rafed ;  that  the  fubje6Vs  of  Girat-Bri* 
v-i^  tain,  who  had  been  made  prifoners,  fhould  be  fet  at  li- 
^7^^  berty,  and  indemnified  for  the  loflcs  they  had  fuftain- 
cd :  and  that  the  perfons  who  had  committed  thefc 
cxceffts  (hould  be  punifhed  in  an  exemplary  manner, 
Trae  it  is,  fix  Englifhmen,  whom  they  had  unjuftly 
taken,  were  immediately  difmifled ;  and  the  Ambaffa- 
dor  amufed  with  general  promifes  of  fending  fuch 
inftrudions  to  the  French  Govcrnorjn  America,  as 
ihould  anticipate  any  caufe  of  complaint  for  the 
future  ;  but,  far  from  having  any  intention  to  per- 
form thefe  promifes,  the  Court  of  Vcrfailles,  with- 
out all  doubt,  exhorted  La  Jonquiere  to  proceed  in 
bringing  iti  ambitious  fchemes  to  perfe<Slion. 

^  VII.  Every  incident  in  America  feemed  to 
prognofticate  war,  when  the  feffion  of  Parliament 
was  opened  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  November  ;  yet 
his  Majefty,  on  this  occafion,  told  them,  that  the 
events  of  the  year  had  iiot  made  it  neceflary  for  him 
to  offer  any  thing  in  particular  to  their  confidcration 
relating  to  foreign  affairs.  He  even  declared,  that 
the  continuance  of  the  publick  tranquillity,  and  the 
general  ftate  of  Europe,  remained  upon  the  fame 
footing  as  when  they  laft  parted  ;  and  aflured  them 
of  his  fteadinefs  in  purfuing  the  nioft  effedtual  mca- 
fures  to  preferve  to  his  people  the  bleffings  of  peace. 
He  expreffed  uncommon  concern,  that  the  horrid 
crimes  of  rdbbery  and  of  murder  were  of  late  rather 
increafed  than  diminiflied,  and  ^arneftly  recom- 
mended this  important  objedt  to  their  ferious  atten- 
tion. Affe6lionate  addrefles  were  prefented  by  both 
Houfes  in  anfwer  to  this  harangue  ;  and,  what  was 
very  remarkable,  they  were  propofcd  and  paflcd 
without  queftion  or  debate. 

§  VIII.  The  Commons  continued  the  fame  num- 
ber of  feamen  and  land-forces  for  the  enfuing  year, 
which  had  been  granted  in  the  laft  felBon,  and  made 
fuitable  provifion  for  all  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate. 
The  whole  fupply  amounted  to  two  millions  feven 
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hondred  nincty-feven  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  cpAP. 
£xteen  pounds,  ten  (hillings,  and  two  pence,  to  be  ^1^- 
raifed  by  a  land-tax  of  two  (hillings  in  the  pound,  ^75^ 
a  malt-tax,  a  continuation  of  ciertain  duties  on  wine, 
vinegar,  cyder,  and  beer  imported,  a  fum  taken 
fifom  the  finking- fund,  and  the  overplus  of  certain 
grants,  funds,  and  duties.  The  provifions  made 
confiderably  exceeded  the  grants ;  but  this  excefs 
was  chargeable  with  the  intereft  of  what  (hould  be 
borrowed  upon  the  credit  in  the  land  or  malt-tax, 
there  being  a  clause  of  credit  in  both,  as  alfo  with 
the  deficiency  (if  any  (hould  happen)  in  the  fums 
they  were  computed  to  produce.  The  Houfe  agreed 
to  all  thefe  refolutions  almoft  unanimoufly  :  indeed, 
BO  oppofition  was  made  to  any  of  them,  but  that 
for  continuing  the  fame  numbef  of  land-forces,  which 
was  carried  by  a  great  majority. 

^  IX.  The  a<S  pennitting  Jews  to  be  naturalized, 
which  had,  during  the  laft  felfion,  triumphed  over 
fuch  an  obftinate  oppofition,  was  by  this  time  be- 
come the  objedl  of  national  horror  and  execration. 
Every  part  of  the  kingdom  refounded  with  the  re- 
proach of  the  miniftry  who  had  enforced  fuch  an 
odious  meafure;  and  the  two  brothers,  who  engtofled 
the  greater  part  of  the  adminifl:ration,  trembled  at 
the  profpedt  of  what  this  clamour  might  produce  at 
the  general  eledlion,  this  being  the  laft  feflSonof  the 
prefent  Parliament.  So  eager  were  the  minifters  to 
annul  this  unpopular  meafure,  that,  immediately 
after  the  Peers  had  agreed  to  the  nature  and  form 
of  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle, 
with  that  precipitation  fo  peculiar  to  his  charadier, 
poured  forth  an  abrupt  harangue  in  that  Houfe, 
importing,  that  the  difafFeded  had  made  an  handle 
of  the  adl  pa(red  laft  feflion  in  favour  of  the  Jews, 
to  raifc  difcontcnts  among  many  of  his  Majefty's 
good  fubjeds ;  and  as  the  a6l  was  in  itfelf  of  little 
importance,  he  was  of  opinon  it  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed ;   for  this  purpofc  he  prefented  a  bill  ready 
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BOOK  framed,  which  was  read  and  committed^  though  not  • 
v  ^^^\  J  without  fome  debate.  The  naturalization  bill  now 
1753.  devoted  as  a  facrifice  to  the  refentmcnt  of  the  peo- 
ple, containing  a  claufe  difabling  all  naturalized  Jews 
from  purchafing,  inheriting,  or  receiving  any  advow- 
fon  or  prefentation,  or  right  to  any  ccclcfiafiical 
benefice  or  promotion,  Xchool,  hofpital,  or  dona- 
tive ;  and  by  the  firft  draft  of  the  bill,  which  his 
Grace  now  prefented,  it  was  intended  that  this  claufe 
ihould  not  be  repealed.  It  was  the  opinion,  how- 
ever, of  the  majority,  that  fuch  a  claufe  (landing 
unrepealed  might  imply,  that  the  Jews,  by  being 
thus  exprefsly  excluded  from  the  pofleffion  of  any 
ccclefialHcal  right  of  prefentation,  would  be  confi- 
dered  as  having  the  power  and  privilege  of  purcha- 
fing and  inheriting  any  lay-property  in  the  kingdom. 
On  this  confideration  an  amendment  was  made  in 
the  bill,  the  claufe  in  queftion  was  left  out,  and  the 
whole  a(ft  of  naturalization  repealed  without  excep- 
tion*. Though  the  Lords  in  general,  concurred 
in  the  expediency  of  the  repeal,  it  was  oppofed  by 
fbme  few,  as  too  great  a  facrifice  to  the  idle  and 
unfounded  clamours  of  the  multitude  ;  and  upon 
this  fide  of  the  debate  a  great  power  of  elocution 
was  difplayed  by  Earl  Temple,  who  had  lately  fuc- 
ceeded  to  this  title  on  the  death  of  his  mother,  a 
nobleman  of  diftinguifhed  abilities,  and  the  moft 
amiable  difpofition,  frank,  liberal,  humane,  and 
zealoufly  attached  to  the  intereft  and  honour  of  his 
country.  In  the  Lower  Houfe,  the  members  of 
both  parties  feemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  de- 
monftrations  of  averfion  to  this  unpopular  adl.  On 
the  very  firft  day  of  the  fefliion,  immediately  after 

*  The  reverend  bench  of  Bishops,  had,  with  a  laudable  spirit  of 
christian  meekness  and  phllanihropy*  generally  approved  of  the  indal- 
tfence  granted  to  their  Hebrew  brethren  ;  and  now  they  acquiesced  ia 
uit  proposed  repeal  with  the  same  passive  discretion,  though  one  of  tbQ 

number  contended  for   the  saving  clause  which   the   Duke  of  N 
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the  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  Sir  James  CHAP. 
Dafhwood,  an  eminent  leader  in  the  oppofition,  y^^l^ 
gave  the  Commons  to  underftand,  that  he  had  a  ly^ 
motion  of  very  great  importance  to  make,  which 
would  require  the  attention  of  every  member,  as  foon 
as  the  motion  for  the  addrefs  fhould  be  difcufled ; 
he  therefore  defircd  they  would  not  quit  the  Houfe, 
until  he  fhould  have  an  opportunity  to  explain  his 
propofal.  Accordingly,  they  had  no  fooncr  agreed 
to  the  motion  for  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Ma- 
jefty, than  he  flood  up  again ;  and  having  expati- 
ated upon  the  juft  and  general  indignation  which  the 
a6t  of  the  preceding  feflion,  in  favour  of  the  Jews^ 
had  raifed  among  the  people,  he  moved  to  order 
that  the  Houfe  fhould  be  called  over  on  Tuefday 
the  fourth  day  of  December,  for  taking  that  adl  into 
confideration :  but  being  given  to  underftand,  that 
it  was  not  ufual  to  appoint  a  call  of  the  HoUfe  for 
any  particular  purpofe,  he  agreed  that  the  motion 
fhould  be  general.  It  was  feconded  by  Lord  Par- 
ker, his  oppofite  in  political  interefts ;  the  Houfe 
agreed  to  it  without  oppofition,  and  the  call  was 
ordered  accordingly.  They  were  anticipated,  how- 
ever, by  the  Lords,  who  framed  and  tranfmitted  to 
them  a  bill  on  the  fame  fubjed,  to  the  purport  of 
which  the  Commons  made  no  objedlion  ;  for  every 
member,  having  the  fear  of  the  general  eledlioti 
before  his  eyes,  carefully  avoided  every  expreffion 
which  could  give  umbrage  to  his  conftituents :  but 
violent  oppofition  was  made  to  the  preamble,  which 
ran  in  the  following  ftrain  : — "Whereas  an  a6i  of 
*^  Pariiament  was  made  and  pafTed  in  the  twenty- 
*^  fifth  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign,  intituled,  An 
"  A61  to  permit  perfons  profeffing  the  Jewifh  reli- 
"  gion  to  be  naturalized  by  Parliament,  and  for 
*^  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned  ;  and  whereas 
*^  occafiori  has  been  taken,  from  the  (aid  adl,  to 
"  raifc  difcontents,  and  difquiets  in  the  minds  of  his 
"  Majefty's  fubjedls,  be  it  ena^^ed,  &c."  This  in- 
VOL.  II  !•  C  c  trodudion 
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DO  O  K  tro€lu£\ion  was  confidered  as  an  unjuft  refle^lioii  upoA 
^_^[^j  the  body  of  the  people  in  generd,  and  in  particular 
^75^  upon  thofe  who  had  oppofed  the  bill  in  the  courfe  of 
the  preceding  feffion.  Sir  Roger  Newdig^c  there- 
fore moved,  that  the  expreflion  fhould  be  varied  to 
this  efFedt :  "  Whereas  great  difcontents  and  dif- 
«*  quietudes  had  from  the  faid  a6l  arifeo.'*  The 
conifequence  of  this  motion  was  an  obftinatc  debate, 
in  which  it  was  fupported  by  the  Earl  of  Egmont, 
and  divers  other  able  orators  :  but  Mr.  Pelham  and 
Mr.  Pitt  were  numbered  among  its  opponents.  The 
queflion  being  put  for  the  propofed  alteration,  it  was 
of  courfe  carried  in  the  negative :  the  bill,  after  the 
third  reading,  pafled  nemine  canfradicet^ey  and  in  due 
time  obtained  the  Royal  ailent. 

^  X.  Even  this  conceffion  of  the  miraftry  did  not 
allay  the  refentment  of  the  people,  and  their  appre- 
henfions  of  encroachment  from  the  Jews.  Another 
aA  ftill  fubfifted,  by  virtue  of  which  any  perfon  pro- 
fcffing  the  Jewilh  religion  might  become  a  free 
denizen  of  GWat-Britain,  after  having  refided  feven 
years  in  any  of  his  Majefty*s  colonies  in  America; 
and  this  was  now  confidered  as  a  law,  having  the 
fame  dangerous  tendency,  of  which  the  other  was 
now  in  a  fair  way  of  being  convicted.  It  wis 
moved,  therefore,  in  the  Lower  Houfe,  that  part  of 
this  former  adt  might  be  read  :  then  the  fame  mem- 
ber made  a  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty, 
defiring  that  the  Houfe  might  have  the  perufal  of 
the  lifts  tranfmitted  from  the  American  colonies  to 
the  commifEoners  for  trade  and  plantations,  con- 
taining the  names  of  all  fuch  perfons  profcfling  the 
Jewifli  religion,  as  had  entitled  thenifelves  to  the 
benefit  of  the  laid  a6l,  fince  the  year  one  thoufaiid 
feven  hundred  and  forty.  Thefe  lifts  were  accord- 
ingly prefented,  and  left  upon  the  table  for  the  peru- 
fal of  the  members :  but  as  this  a6t  contained  no 
limitation  of  time  within  which  the  benefit  of  it  fhould 
be  claimed,  and  as  this  claim  was  attended  with  a 
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good  deal  of  trouble  and  fome  cxpence,  very  few  qHAP. 
perfons  had  availed  themfelves  of  it  in  that  period. ,  ^^^'  j 
Ncverthelefs,  as  a  great  number  of  Jews  were  already  itwT 
entitled  to  claim  thi^  indulgence,  and  as  it  remained 
an  open  channel  through  which  Great-Britain  might 
be  deluged  with  thofe  people,  all  of  whom  the  law 
would  hold  as  natural- born  fubje6ts,  and  their  pro- 
geny as  freed  from  all  the  reilridions  contained  in 
the  adl  with  refpedl  to  naturahzed  foreigners,  Lord 
Harley  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal 
fo  much  c^  the  faid  a£t  as  related  to  perfons  pro* 
fefiing  the  Jewifti  religion,  who  ihould  come  to  fet- 
tle in  any  Britifli  colony  after  a  certain  time.  Thet 
motion  wa$  feconded  by  Sir  James  Dafhwood,  and 
fupported  by  the  Earl  of  Egmont ;  but  being  fp.un4 
imequal  to  the  intoreil  and  elocution  pf  Mr.  Peihan) 
and  Mr.  Pitt,  was  rejedted  by  the  majority.  ' 

^  XI.  The  next  obje<ft  th^t  claimed  the  attention  An.  1754. 
of  the  Commons,  was  a  bill  for  improving  the  regu« 
latioos  already  made  to  prevent  the  fpre^ing  of  a 
contagious  diftemper,  which  raged  among  the  horne4 
cattle  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  laft 
bill  of  this  fefiion  tnat  had  the  good  fortune  to  fuc-^* 
ceed,  was  brought  in  for  punifhing  mutiny  and  de« 
fextion  of  officers  and  foldiers  in  the  fervice  of  the 
Eail-India  company,  and  for  the  punifkment  of 
offences  committed  in  the  Eaft  Indies  and  the  ifland 
of  St.  Helena.  This  being  a  meafure  of  a  very 
extraordinary  nature,  all  the  members  were  ordered 
to  attend  the  Houfe  on  the  day  affixed  for  the  fecond 
reading  :  at  the  fame  time  all  charters,  commiflions, 
and  authorities,  by  which  any  powers  relative  to  g 
military  jurifdidion,  or  the  cxercife  of  martiaj  law, 
had  been  granted  or  derived  from  the  crow»  to  the 
faid  company,  were  fubmitted  to  the  pcrufal  of  the 
members.  The  bill  was  by  many  conffdered  as  a 
dangerous  extenfion  of  military  power,  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  civil  rights  enjoyed  by  Britifli  fubjeiSls, 
and  as  fuch  violently  contefted  by  the  Evl  pf  Eg- 
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BOOK  mont,  Lord  Strange,  and  Mr.  Alderman  Beckford. 

^^^y^  Their  objc6lions  were  anfwercd  by  the  Solicitor- 

ij^  General  and  Mr.  Yorke.     The  bill,  after  fome  warm 

debates,  being  efpoufed  by  the  miniftry,  wasenaded 

into  a  law,  and  difpatched  to  the  Eaft-Indies  by  the 

fidl  opportunity. 

§  XII.  Some  other  motions  were  made,  and  pe- 
titions prelentcd  on  different  fubjciSs,  which,  as  they 
mifcarried,  it  will  be  unneceflary  to  particularife.  It 
may  not  be  amifs,  however,  to  record  an  exemplary 
a6l  of  juftice  done  by  the  Commons  on  a  perfon  be- 
longing to  a  publick  office,  whom  they  detected  in 
the  pra<5lice  of  fraud  and  impofition.  Notwithfland- 
ing  the  particular  care  taken  in  the  laft  feflion,  to 
prevent  the  monopolizing  of  tickets  in  the  ilate- 
lottery,  all  thofe  precautions  had  been  eluded  in  a 
fcandalous  manner  by  certain  individuals,  entrufted 
with  the  charge  of  delivering  the  tickets  to  the  con- 
tributors, according  to  the  intent  of  the  adt,  which 
cxprefsly  declared  that  not  more  than  twenty  (hould 
be  fold  to  any  one  perfon.  Inflead  of  conforming 
to  thefe  directions  of  the  legiflature,  they  and  their 
friends  engrofled  great  numbers,  fheltering  them- 
felves  under  a  falfe  lift  of  feigned  names  for  the 
purpofe  ;  by  which  means  they  not  only  defeated  the 
equitable  intention  of  the  Commons,  but  in  fome 
meafure  injured  the  publick  credit ;  inafmuch  as 
their  avarice  had  prompted  them  to  fubfcribe  for  a 
greater  number  than  they  had  cafh  to  purchafe,  fo 
that  there  ^as  a  deficiency  in  the  firft  payment,  which 
might  have  had  a  bad  effed  on  the  publick  affairs, 
Tliefe  pradices  were  fo  flagrant  and  notorious  as  to 
attrad  the  notice  of  the  Lower  Houfe,  where  an 
eSquiry  was  begun,  and  profecuted  with  a  fpirit  of 
real  patriotifm,  in  oppofition  to  a  fcandalous  cabal, 
who  endeavoured  with  equal  eagerncfs  and  perfcvc- 
rance  to  fcreen  the  delinquents.  All  their  efforts, 
however,  proved  abortive ;  and  a  committee^  ap- 
pointed  to  examine   particulars,   agreed  to  fevcral 
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fcvcrc  rcfolutions  againft  one  LfC — ,  who  had  amafled 


a  large  fortune  by  this  and  other  kinds  of  peculation. 
They  voted  him  guilty  of  breach  of  truft,  and  a  "itiT" 
direct  violation  of  the  lottery  a6t ;  and  an  addrefs 
was  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  defiring  he  might  be 
profecuted  by  the  Attorney- General  for  thefe  of- 
fences. He  was  accordingly  fued  in  the  court  of 
King's   bench,  and    paid  a    fine  of  one    thoufand 

Eounds,  for  having  committed  frauds  by  which  he 
ad  gained  forty  times  that  fum  ;  but  he  was  treated 
with  fuch  gentlencfs  as  remarkably  denoted  the 
clemency  of  that  tribunal. 

§  XIII.  The  feflion  ended  in  the  beginning  of 
April,  when  the  King  gave  the  Parliament  to  under- 
Hand  that  he  fhould  fay  nothing  at  prefent  on  fo- 
reign affairs  ;  but  afTured  them  of  his  fixed  refolu- 
tion  to  exert  his  whole  power  in  maintaining  the 
general  tranquiUity,  and  adhering  to  fuch  meafurcs 
for  that  purpofe  as  he  had  hitherto  purfued  in  con- 
juntftion  with  his  allies.  He  in  very  afFecSionate 
terms  thanked  both  Houfes,  for  the  repeated  proofs 
they  had  given  of  their  zealous  attachment  and 
loyalty  to  his  perfon  and  government.  He  enume- 
rated the  falutary  meafurcs  they  had  taken  for  leflen- 
ing  the  national  debt,  and  augmenting  the  publick 
credit,  extending  navigation  and  commerce,  re- 
forming the  morals  of  the  people,  and  improving  the 
regulations  of  civil  oeconomy.  He  concluded  with 
declaring,  that  he  fecurely  relied  upon  the  loyalty 
and  good  affection  of  his  people,  and  had  no  other 
aim  than  their  permanent  happinefs.  In  a  little 
time  after  the  clofe  of  this  feflion  they  were  diflS)lved 
by  proclamation,  and  new  writs  iflued  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  for  convoking  a  new  Parliament.  The 
fame  ceremonies  were  pra(ftifcd  with  refpedl  to  the 
covocations  of  Canterbury  and  York ;  though  they 
no  longer  retained  their  former  importance ;  nor, 
indeed,  ,were  they  fuffcred  to  fit  and  deliberate  upon 
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BOOK  the  fubjefts  which  formerly  fell  under  their  cogni- 
in.      ^nce  and  difcuflion. 

^'^J'^^^J^  §  XIV.  In  ihe  beginning  of  March,  the  miniftry 
of  Greats-Britain  had  been  left  without  a  head  by 
the  death  of  Mr.  Pelham,  which  was  not  only  fin- 
ccrely  lamented  by  his  Sovereign,  but  alfo  regretted 
by  the  nation  in  general,  to  whofe  afFe6lion  he  had 
J>owerfully  recommended  himfelf  by  the  candour 
and  humanity  of  his  condu6l  and  charafter,  even 
while  he  purlued  meafurcs  which  they  did  not  en- 
tirely approve.  The  lofs  of  fuch  a  minifter  was  the 
more  deeply  felt  by  the  government  at  this  junc- 
ture, being  the  eve  of  a  general  ele6lion  for  a  new 
Parliament,  when  every  adminiftration  is  fuppofed 
to  exert  itfelf  with  redoubled  vigilance  and  circum- 
fpedlion.  He  had  already  concerted  the  meafures 
for  fecuring  a  majority,  and  his  plan  was  faithfully 
executed  by  his  friends  and  adherents,  who  ftill  en- 
grofled  the  adminift ration.  His  brother^  the  Duke 
of  Newcaftle,  was  appointed  Pirft  Lord  Commif- 
iioner  of  the  Treafury,  and  fucceeded  as  Secretary 
of  State  by  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  who  had  long 
refided  as  Ambaflador  at  the  Court  of  Vienna.  The 
other  department  of  this  office  was  ftill  retained  by 
the  Earl  of  Holdernefle  ;  and  the  fundlion  of  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  was  performed  as  ufual  by 
the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's-Bench,  untU 
a  proper  perfon  could  be  found  to  fill  that  important 
office  ;  but  in  the  courfe  of  the  fummer  it  was  be- 
flowed  upon  Mr.  Legge,  who  acquitted  himfelf 
with  equal  honour  and  capacity.  Divers  other  alte- 
rations were  made,  of  lefs  importance  to  the  pub- 
lick.  Sir  George  Lyttelton  was  appointed  Cofferer, 
and  the  Earl  of  Hillfborough  Comptroller  of  the 
Houfchold.  Mr.  George  Grenville,  brother  to  Earl 
Temple,  became  Treafurerof  the  Navy:  and  Mr. 
Charles  Townfhend,  of  whom  we  fhall  have  occa- 
lion  to  fpeak  in  the  fequel,  took  place  as  a  Com- 
miffioner  at  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  in  the  room 
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of  Lord  Barrington,  made  Mafter  of  the  Wardrobe,  chap. 
Lord   Hardwick,  the  Chancellor,  was  promoted  to      m. 
the  dignity  of  an  Earl.    The   place  of  Lord  Chief  ^^^7^ 
Jufticc  of  the  King's-Bench  becoming  vacant  by  the 
death  of  Sir  William  Lee,  was  filled  with  Sir  Dud- 
ley Rider^  and  he  was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Murray  in 
the  office  of  Attorney-General. 

§  XV.  The  elections  for  the  new  Parliament  gc- 
nendly  fucceeded  according  to  the  wi(h  of  the  mini- 
ilry  ;  for  oppofition  was  now  dwindled  down  to  the 
Ipweft  ftate  of  imbecility.     It  had  received  a  mortal  * 

wound  by  the  death  of  the  late  Prince  of  Wales, 
whofe  adherents  were  too  wife  to  purfue  an  ignis 
faiuus^  without  any  profpedl  of  fuccefs  or  advan- 
tage. Some  of  them  nad  prudently  fung  their  pali- 
i>odia  to  the  miniftry,  and  been  gratified  with  pro- 
i^table  emplpyments ;  while  others,  feftii^g  tpo  great 
a  pricjC  upp^  their  ow^  importance,  I^ept  alopf  till 
the  iparket  was  over,  and  were  left  to  pine  in  fecret 
over  their  difappointed  ambition.  The  maxims  of 
Toryifm  had  been  relinquifhecj  by  many,  as  the 
barren  principles  of  a  lofing  game  ;  the  body  of  the 
people  were  conciliated  to  the  eftabliflied  govern- 
ment ;  and  the  harmony  that  now,  for  the  firft  time, 
fubfifted  ajnong  all  the  branches  of  the  Royal  family, 
had  a  wondeiiftil  efFedl  in  acquiring  a  degre?  of 
popularity  which  they  had  never  before  enjoyed. 
The  writs  being  returned,  the  new  Parliament  was 
opened  on  the  laft  day  of  May  by  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  and  fome  other  Peers,  whp  adted  by 
virtue  of  a  commiflton  from  his  Majefty.  The  Com- 
mons having  chofen  for  their  Speaker  the  Right 
Hon.  Arthur  Onflow,  who  had  honourably  $lle4 
that  high  office]  in  four  preceding  parliaments,  he 
was  prel'ented  and  approved  by  the  Commiffioners. 
Then  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  harangued  both 
Houfes,  giving  them  to  unijerfiand,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  ha4  vidulged  them  with  this  early  opportunity 
of  conwig  together,  in  order  to  complete  without 

lofs 


Digitized 


by  Google 


392  HISTORY  OF   ENGLAND. 

BOOK  lofs  of  time  certain  parliamentary  proceedings,  which 
^^j^  he  judged  would  be  for  the  fatisfa6lion  of  his  good 
^754^^  fubje6ls ;  but  he  did  not  think  proper  to  lay  before 
them  any  points  of  general  bufinefs,  referring  every 
thing  of  that  nature  to  the  ufual  tihie  of  their  af- 
fembling  in  the  winter.  On  the  fifth  day  of  June  this 
(hort  fcffiop  was  clofed,  and  the  Parliament  pro- 
rogued by  the  Lords  Commiflioners. 

§  XVI.  In  the  beginning  of  this  year  violent  dif- 
putes  arofe  between  the  government  and  the  Houfc 
of  Commons  in  Ireland,  on  the  almoft  forgotten 
fubje6ts  of  privilege  and  prerogative.  The  Com- 
mons conceived  they  had  an  undoubted  right  to 
apply  the  furplus  of  their  revehue  towards  narional 
purpofeSj  without  the  confent  of  their  Sovereign  ; 
and,  accordingly,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fevcn 
hundred  and  forty-nine,  prepared  a  bill  with  this 
preamble  :  "  Whereas  on  the  twenty  fifth-day  of 
"  March  laft  a  confiderable  balance  remained  in  the 
*^  hands  ofthe  Vice-Treafurers  or  Receivers-General 
*^  of  the  kingdom,  or  their  deputy  or  deputies,  un- 
"  applied  ;  and  it  will  be  for  your  Majefty's  fervicc, 
"  and  for  the  eafe  of  your  faithful  fubjcdls  in  this 
"  kingdom,  that  fo  much  thereof  as  can  be  con- 
"  veniently  fpared  fhould  be  paid,  agreeably  to 
"  your  Majelfy's  moft  gracious  intenrions,  in  dif- 
"  charge  of  part  of  the  national  debt. "  This  appro- 
priation gave  great  offence  to  the  advocates  for  pre- 
rogative in  England,  who  affirmed  that  the  Com- 
mons had  no  right  to  apply  any  part  ofthe  unappro- 
priated revenue,  nor  even  to  take  any  fuch  affair 
into  confideration,  without  the  previous  confent  of 
the  crown,  exprefled  in  the  moft  explicit  terms. 
It  was  in  confequence  of  this  do6lrine,  that  the  Duke 
of  Dorcet,  Lord- Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  told  them 
in  the  next  feffion  of  Parliament,  held  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-one,  he  was 
commanded  by  the  King  to  acquaint  them,  that  his 
Majefty;,  ever  attentive  to  the  eafe  and  happincfs  of 
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Ills  fubjc6ls,    would  gracioufly  confent,  and  recotn-  chap, 
mended  it  to  them,   that  fuch  a  part  of  the  money     ni^    ^ 
then  remaining  in  his  treafury,  as  (hould  be  thought  ^"^^34!"^^ 
confident  with  the  publick  fervice,  be  applied  to- 
wards  the  further  redudiion  of  the  national  debt. 
This  declaration  alarmed  the  Commons,  zealous  as 
they  were  for  the  prefervation  of  their  privileges ; 
and  in  their  addrefs  of  thanks,   which,  like  that  of 
the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  ufed  always  to  echo 
back  the  words  of  the  speech,   they  made  no  men- 
tion of  his  Majefty's  confent ;  but  only  ackowledged 
his  gracious  attention  to  their  eafe  and  happinefs, 
in  recommending  to  them   the  application  of  the 
furplus.     They  accordingly  refolvcd  to  apply  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  of  that  overplus 
towards  a  difcharge  of   the  national  debt ;   and,  in 
the  preamble  of  the  bill,  framed  for  this  purpofe, 
made  no  mention  of  his  Majefty's  confent,   though. 
before  they  had  acknowledged  his  goodnefs  in  re- 
commending  this  apphcation.      The    miniftry    in 
England  were   highly   offended  at    this    purpofed 
omiffion,    which   they  conftrued   into  a  wilful  en- 
croachment on   the  prerogative ;    and  the  bill  was 
fent  back  with  an  alteration  in  the  preamble,   ligni- 
fying  his  Majefty's  confent  as  well  as  recommenda- 
tion.    The  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons  being  at  that 
time  deeply  engaged  in  a  minute  enquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  a  gentleman,   a  fervant  of  the  crown, 
and  a  member  of   their   own   Houfe,    accufed  of 
haring  mifapplied  a  large  fum  of  mbney,  with  which 
he  had  been  entrufted,  for  rebuilding  or  repairing 
the  barracks,   were  now  unwilling  to  embroil  them- 
felves  farther  with  the  government,   until  this  affair 
fhould   be  difcufted.     They,   therefore,   pafled   the 
bill  with  the  alteration,    and  proceeded  with  their 
enquiry.     The  perfon  was  convidled  of  having  mif- 
applied the  publick  money,  and  ordered  to  make 
the  barracks  fit  for  the  reception  and  accommoda- 
tion of  the  troops  at  his  own  expence.     They  did 
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BOOK  not,  however,  negledl  to  aflcrt  what  they  diought 
y,^.^^  their  rights  and  privileges,   when  the  next  opponu- 
1754.    nity  occurred.     The  Duke  of   DorUct,    when  he 
opened  the  feffion  of   this  year,  repeated  the  cx- 
preiQon  of  his  Majefty's  gracious  conlent,   in  men- 
rioning  the  furplus  of  the  publick  money.     They 
again  omitted  that  word  in  their  addrefs ;   and  rc- 
folvcd,    in   their  bill  of   applicarion,    not   only  to 
iink  this  odious  term,  but  Ukewife  to  abate  in  their 
complaifance  to  the  crown,  by  leaving  out  that  ex- 
prcffion  of    grateful  acknowledgement,  which  had 
met  with  fuch  a  cold  reception  aBove.     By  this  time 
the  conteft  had  kindled  up  two  violent  faiftions,  and 
'  difFufed  a  general  fpirit  of  refentment  through  the 
whole  Irifh  nation.    The  committee  who  prepared 
the  bill,  infiead  of  inferting  the  ufual  complimeats 
in  the  preamble,    mentioned  nothing  but  a  recital 
of  fods,  and  fent  it  over  in  a  very  plain  drefs,  quite 
deftitute  of  all  embroidery.    The  miniftry,  intent 
upon  vindicating  the  prerogative  from  fuch  an  un- 
mannerly attack,  filled  up  the  omiflions  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  fent  it  back  with  this  akerarion  :  "  And 
*^  your  Majefty,    ever  attentive  to  the  eafe  and  hap- 
«  pinefs  of  your  faithful  fubjedls,  has  been  gracioufly 
•^  pleafed  to  fignify  that  you  would  confent,  and  to 
**  recommend  it  to  us,   that  fo  much  of  the  money 
"  remaining  in  your  Majefty 's  treafury  as  fhould  be 
<'  neceflary  to  be  applied  to  the  difcharge  of  the  na- 
«^  tional  debt,    or  fuch  part  thereof   as  Should  be 
«  thought  expedient  by  Parliament/'    This  then 
being  the  crifis,  which  was  to  determine  a  confiitu- 
tional  point  of  fuch  importance,  namely,  whether 
the  people  in  Parliament  aiTembled  have  a  right  to 
deliberate  upon,  and  vote  the  application  of  any  part 
of  the  unappropriated  nevenue,  without  the  previous 
confent  of  the  crown ;   thofe  who  were  the  m«ft 
zealoufly  attached  to  the  liberties  of  their  country 
refolved  to  exert  themfelves  in  oppoling  what  they 
conceived  to  be  a  violarion  of  thofe  liberties ;  and 
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the  bill,  with  its  alterations,  was  rejetfled  by  a  ma-  CHAP, 
jority  of  five  voices.  The  fuccefs  of  their  endea-  ^J^^'  m 
vours  was  celebrated  with  the  .mod  extravagant  re- ^7^ 
joicings,  as  a  triumph  of  patriotifm  over  the  arts  of 
miniftcrial  corruption  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  all 
the  fervants  of  the  crown,  who  had  joined  the  popular 
cry  on  this  occaiion,  were  in  a  Uttle  time  difmifled 
from  their  employments.  The  rejedion  of  the  bill 
was  a  great  difappointment  to  the  creditors  of  the 
publick,  and  the  circulation  of  cafh  was  almoft 
ftagnated.  Thefe  calamities  were  imputed  to  arbi- 
trary defigns  in  the  government;  and  the  people 
began  to  be  inflamed  with  an  enthufiaftick  fpirit  of 
independency,  which  might  have  produced  mif- 
chievous  effects,  had  not  artfid  fleps  been  taken  to 
bring  over  the  demagogues,  and  thus  divert  the 
ib^eam  of  popular  clamour  from  the  miniftry  to  thofe 
very  individuals  who  had  been  the  idols  of  popular 
veneration.  The  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons was  promoted  to  the  dignity  of  an  Earl ;  and 
ibme  other  patriots  were  gratified  with  lucrative  em- 
ployments. His  Majefty's  letter  arrived  for  paying 
off  feventy-five  thoufend  five  hundred  pounds  of  the 
national  debt.  The  circulation  was  thus  animated^ 
and  the  refentment  of  the  populace  fubfiding,  the 
kingdom  retrieved  its  former  tranquillity. 

^  XVII.  The  ambition  and  intrigues  of  the 
French  Court,  by  which  the  Britilh  intereft  was 
invaded  and  difturbed  on  the  contient  of  America, 
had  alfo  extended  itfclf  to  the  Eaii-Indies,  where 
they  endeavoured  to  embroil  the  Englifh  company 
with  divers  Nabobs,  or  Princes,  who  governed  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  peninfula  intr^  Gangem.  That 
the  reader  may  have  a  clear  and  diftin6l  idea  of  thefe 
tranfadlions,  we  fhall  exhibit  a  (hort  Iketch  of  the 
Englifh  forts  and  fettlements  in  that  remote  country. 
The  firft  of  thefe  we  (hall  mention  is  Surat*,  in  the 

province 

•  Several  Europeam  nations  had  settlements  at  Surat,  which  wat 
one  of  the  most  frequented  cities  of  the  £abt»  from  the  great  concourse 
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BOOK  province  fo  called,  fituated  between  the  twenty-firfl 
^^'!l^  and  twenty- fecond  degrees  of  north  latitude:    from 
1764.    hence  the  pcninfula  flretches  into  the  Indian  ocean 
as  far  as  the  latitude  of  eight  north,    ending  in  a 
point  at  Cape  Comorin,   which  is  the  fouthern  ex- 
tremity.    To  the  northward  this  peninfula  joins  to 
Indoftan,    and  at  its  greateft  breadth  extends  fevcn 
hundred  miles.     Upon  the  weft,    eaft,    and  fouth 
it  is  wafhed  by  the  fea.     It  comprehends  the  king- 
doms of  Malabar,  Decan,  Golconda,  and  Bifnagar, 
with   the    principalities  of    Gingi,    Tanjaour,    and 
Madura.     The  weftern  fide  is  diftinguilhed  by  the 
name  of  the  Malabar  coaft  :  the  eaftern  takes  the 
denomination   of    Coromandel ;     and,    in    different 
parts  of   this  long  fweep,   from  Surat  round  Cape 
Comorin  to  the  bottom  of  the  bay  of  Bengal,   trie 
Englifh  and  other  European  powers  have,    with  the 
confent  of  the  Mogul,    eftablifhed  forts  and  trading 
fettlements.     All  thele   kingdoms,  properly  fpeak- 
ing,   belong  to  the  Mogul  ;    but  his  power  was  fo 
weakened   by  the  laft  invafion  of  Kouli  Khan,  that 
he  has  not  been  able  to  afTert  his  Empire  over  this 
remote  country  ;    the   tributary  Princes   of  which, 
and  even  the  Nabobs,  who  were  originally  Governors 
appointed   under    their    authority,     have    rendered 
thcmfclves   independent  and  exert  an  abfolute  do- 
minion over  their  refpe6live  territories,    without  ac- 
knowledging his  fuperiority  either   by    tribute  or 

of  Mahometan  riljrrims,  who  make  it  their  road  from  India,  in  their 
visits  to  the  tomb  of  their  prophet  at  Mecca.  In  order  to  keep  the  seas 
clear  of  pirates  between  Surat  and  the  gulf  of  Arabia  and  Persia,  the 
Mogul  had  been  at  the  annual  expence  of  a  larce  ship  fitted  out  on 
purpose  to  carry  the  pilgrims  to  Judda,  which  it  within  a  small  dis- 
tance of  Mecca.  For  the  security  of  this  ship,  as  well  as  to  protect 
the  trade  of  Surat,  he  granted  to  his  Admiral,  ifte  fiddee  chief  of  sk 
colony  of  caffrees,  or  blacks,  a  rexenue  called  the  Tailka,  to  the  value 
of  three  lacks  of  rupees,  aniouniiiig  to  above  tliiriv-seven  thousand 
•potiiuls,  arisin^T  partly  from  the  adjacent  lands,  andf  partly  from  the 
rcTennes  of  Surat,  which  were  paid  him  yearly  bv  thr  Governor  of  the 
casile,  who  is  appointed  by  the  M<)<2:ul  to  keep  the  city  under  proper 
sulj^ctior.,  without,  however,  intartVring  with  the  government  of  it. 

iiomagc. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


GEORGE    !!• 


307 


homage.     Thefc  Princes,   when  they  quarrel  among  c  HAP. 
tbemfelves,  naturally  have  recourfe  to  the  affiftance  ^  ^^^'   j 
of  "fuch  European  powers  as  are  fettled  in  or  near     itI^T 
their  dominions ;   and  in  the  fame  manner  the  Eaft- 
Indian   companies  of   the  European  powers  which 
happen  to  be  at  war  with  each  other  never  fail  to  in- 
tcreft  the  nabobs  in  the  difpute. 

§  XVIII.  The  next  Englilh  fettlement  to  Surat, 
on  the  coaft  of  the  peninfula,  is  Bombay,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Decan,  a  fmall  ifland,  with  a  very 
convenient  harbour,  about  five~and-forty  leagues  to 
the  fouth  of  Surat.  The  town  is  very  populous: 
but  the  foil  is  barren,  and  the  chmate  unhealthy ; 
and  the  commerce  was  rendered  very  precarious  by 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  famous  Corfair  Angria, 
until  his  port  of  Geriah  was  taken,  and  his  fortifi- 
cations demolifhed.  The  ^^nglifli  company  like- 
wife  carry  on  fome  traffick  at  Dabul,  about  forty 
leagues'  further  to  the  fouth,  in  the  province  of 
Cuncan.  In  the  fame  foutherly  progreflion,  towards 
the  point  of  the  peninfula,  we  arrive  at  Carwar,  in 
the  latitude  of  fifteen  degrees,  where  there  is  a 
fmall  fort  and  fa<5^ory  belonging  to  the  company, 
flanding  on  the  fouth  fide  of  a  bay,  with  a  river 
capable  of  receiving  fhips  of  pretty  large  burthen. 
The  climate  here  is  remarkably  lalubrious ;  the 
country  abounds  with  provifions  of  all  forts,  and 
the  beft  pepper  of  India  grows  in  this  neighbourhood. 
The  next  Engli(h  fettlement  we  find  at  Tillicherry, 
where  the  company  has  ereded  a  fort,  to  defend 
their  commerce  of  pepper  and  cardamoms  from  the 
infults  of  the  Rajah,  who  governs  this  part  of  Ma- 
labar. Hither  the  Englifli  trade  was  removed  from 
Calicut,  a  large  town,  that  ftands  fifteen  leagues  to 
the  fouthward  of  Tillicherry,  and  was  as  well  fre- 
quented as  any  port  on  the  coaft  of  the  Indian  pe- 
ninfula. The  moft  foutherly  fettlement  which  the 
£agKfh  poflefs  on  the  Malabar  coaft  is  that  of  An- 
jengo,    between   the  eighth  and  ninth  degrees   of 
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fiOOK  latitude.  It  is  defended  by  a  regular  fort,  fituated 
^  ^^^'  ^  on  a  broad  river,  which  falls  into  the  fea,  and  would 
^^5^  be  very  commodious  for  trade,  were  not  the  water 
on  the  bar  too  (hallow  to  admit  (hips  of  confiderable 
burthen.  Then  turning  the  cape,  and  paffing 
through  the  (Irait  of  Chilao,  formed  by  the  ifland  of 
Ceylon,  we  arrivel  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandd, 
which  forms  the  eaftern  (idc  of  the  ifihmus.  Ptofc- 
cuting  our  courfe  in  the  northern  diredion,  thefirft 
Engli(h  fadory  we  reach  is  that  of  Fort  St.  David's, 
formerly  called  Tegapatan,  (ituated  in  the  latitude 
of  eleven  degrees  forty  minutes  north,  within  the 
kingdom  of  Gingi.  It  was  about  (ix-and-twentf 
years  ago  fold  by  a  Mahratta  Prince  to  the  Eafi- 
India  company,  and,  next  to  Bombay,  is  the  moft 
con(iderable  fettlement  we  have  yet  mentioned. 
Its  territory  extends  about  eight  miles  along  the 
coaft,  and  half  that  fpace  up  to  the  country,  which 
is  delightfully  watered  by  a  variety  of  rivers  :  the 
foil  is  fertile,  and  the  climate  healthy.  The  fort  is 
regular,  well  provided  with  cannon,  ammunitton, 
and  a  numerous  garrifon,  which  is  the  more  ne- 
ceflary,  on  account  of  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
French  fettlement  at  Pondicherry*,  But  the  chief 
fettlement  belonging  to  the  company  on  this  coaft 
is  that  of  Madras,  or  Fort  St.  George,  ftanding 
farther  to  the  northward,  between  the  thirteenth  and 
fourteenth  degrees  of  latitude,  and  not  a  great  wzj 
from  the  diamond  mines  of  Golconda.  It  is  feated 
on  a  flat,  barren,  fcorching  fand,  fo  near  the  fea, 
that,  in  bad  weather,  the  walls  are  endangered  by 
the  mighty  furges  rolled  in  from  the  ocean.  As 
the  foil  is  barren,  the  climate  is  fo  intenfely  bo^ 
that  it  would  be  altogether  uninhabitable,  were  not 
the  heat  mitigated  by  the  fea-breezes.  On  the  land- 
fide  it  is  defended  by  a  falt-water  river,  which,  while 
it  contributes  to  the  feciuity  of  the  place,  robs  the 

inhabitants 

*  The  trade  consists  of  long  cloths  of  difftreaf  colours,  taOampores^ 
o  rees,  dimiuu,  ginghams,  and  succationi. 
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inhabitants  o^  one  great  comfort,  by  obftrudting the  CHAP, 
fprings  of  frelh  water.  The  fort  is  a  regular  fquare,  v^^il^ 
tnc  town  furrounded  with  walls  well  mounted  with  i764, 
artillery,  and  the  place,  including  the  Black  Town, 
is  very  populous.  Madras,  with  feveral  villages 
in  the  neighbourhood,  was  purchafed  of  the  King  of 
Golconda,  before  the  Mogul  became  Sovereign  of 
this  country.  The  Governor  of  this  place  is  not 
only  prcfident  of  Fort  St.  George,  but  alfo  of  all 
the  other  fettlements  on  the  coafts  of  Malabar  and 
Coromandel,  as  far  as  the  ifland  of  Sumatra.  He 
lives  in  great  pomp,  having  inferior  judges,  who 
pais  fentence  of  death  occafionally  on  malefa6lors 
of  any  nation,  except  the  fubje6Vs  of  Great- Britain. 
All  the  company^s  affairs  are  dire<fted  by  him  and 
bis  council,  who  arc  invefted  with  the  power  of  in- 
fliding  corporal  puniftiment,  fhort  of  life  and 
member,  upon  fuch  Europeans  as  are  in  the  fervice, 
and  difpofe  of  all  places  of  truft  and  profit.  By 
virtue  of  an  a<ft  pafled  in  the  conrfe  of  this  very 
feffion,  the  military  officers  belonging  to  the  com- 
pany were  permitted  to  hold  courts-martial,  and 
punilh  their  foldiers  according  to  the  degree  of  their 
delinquency.  In  a  word,  Madras  is  of  the  utmoft 
importance  to  the  company  for  its  ftrength,  wealth, 
and  the  great  returns  it  makes  in  callicoes  and 
muflins.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  laft  century 
the  Englifh  company  had  a  flouriOiing  factory  at 
Mafulipatam,  (landing  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river 
Nagundi,  which  feparates  the  provinces  of  Golconda 
and  fiifnagar,  in  the  latitude  of  fixteen  degrees  and 
thirty  minutes  ;  but  now  there  is  no  European  fet- 
tiement  here,  except  a  Dutch  Fadtory,  maintained 
for  carrying  on  the  chintz  commerce.  At  Vifgapa- 
tam,  fituated  ftill  fartherto  the  northward,  the  Englifh 
poflefs  a  fadory,  regularly  fortified,  on  the  fide  of 
a  river,  which,  however,  a  dangerous  bar  has  ren- 
dered unfit  for  navigation.  The  adjacent  country 
affords  cotton  cloths,  and  the  beft  llriped  muflins  df 
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BOOK  India.     It  is  chiefly  for  the  ufe  of  this  fctdemcnt 
K  }^l\^  that  the   company  maintains  a  fadlory  at  Ganjam, 
i^^  the  moft  eaftern  town  in  the  province  or  kingdom 
of  Golconda,   fituated  in  a  country  abounding  with 
rice  and   fugar  canes.     Still  farther    to  the  north 
coaft,    in  the  latitude  of  twenty-two  degrees,  the 
company  maintains   a  fadlory   at   Balafore,    which 
was  formerly  very  confiderable ;    but  hath  been  of 
very  little  confequence  fince  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Huguely  was  improved.     At  this  place  every 
European   fliip  bound  for  Bengal  and  the  Ganges 
takes  in  a  pilot.     The  climate  is  not  counted  very 
falubrious;   but  the  adjacent  country  is  fruitful  to 
admiration,    and  here  are  confiderable  manufedhires 
of  cotton  and  filk.     Without  Ikilfiil  pilots,  the  Eng- 
lifh  would  find  it  very  difficult  to  navigate  the  dif- 
ferent channels  through  which  the  river  Ganges  dif- 
charges  itfelf  into  the  fea  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay 
of  Bengal.     On  the  fouthern  branch  is  a  town  cal- 
led Pepely,    where  there  was  formerly  an  Englifli 
faflory  :  but  this  was  removed  to  Huguely,  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty  miles  farther  up  the  river;  a  place 
which,    together    with    the    company's  fettlemcnt 
at  Calcutta,    were   the  emporiums  of   their  com- 
merce for  the  whole  kingdom  of  Bengal.     Indeed 
Huguely  is  now  abandoned    by  the  Englifli,    and 
their  whole  trade  centers  at  Calcutta  or  Fort  Wil- 
liam,   which  is  a   regular  fortification,   containing 
-     lodgings  for  the  fadtors  and  writers,    ftore-houfes 
for  the  company's  merchandize,  and  magazines  for 
their  ammunition.     As  for  the   Governor's  houle, 
which  likewife  (lands  within  the  fort,  it  is  one  of  the 
moft  regular  ftruftures  in  all  India,     Befides  thefe 
fettlements  along  the  fea-coaft,  of  the  peninfula,  and 
on  the  banlcs  of  the  Ganges,  the  Englifli  Eaft-India 
company  poflefs  certain   inland  fadories  and  pofts 
for  the  convenience  and  defence  of  theif  comnicrcc, 
cither  purchafed  of  the  Nabobs  and  Rajahs,  or  con- 
(juered  in  the  courfe  of  the  war.     As  the  operatioDS 
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v^e  propbfe  to  record  were  confined  to  the  coafts  of  c:h  AP. 
Malabar  and  Coromanclel,  or   the  interior  countries  ^J^^'    , 
which  form   the  peninfula  intra  Gangem,  it  will  be    iT^Z^ 
unncccflary  to  delcribe  the  fadlory  at  Bencoolen,  on 
the  ifland  of  Sunaatra,  or  any  fettlement  which  the 
Enghlli  poifcfs  in  other  parts  of  the  fiaft-Indies. 

^  XIX.  In  order  to  underftand  the  military  tranf- 
a6hons  of  the  Englifh  company  in  India,  the  reader 
will  take  notice,  that  immediately  aft^r  the  peace  of 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  Monfieur  .Dupleix,  who .  com- 
manded for  the  French  in  that  country,  began  by 
his  intrigues  to  fow  the  feeds  of  dillenliqn  ampng 
the  Nabobs,  that  he  might  be  the  better  able  to  fi(h 
in  troubled  waters.  Nizam  Almuluck,  the  Mogul's 
Viceroy  of  Decan,  having  the  right  of  nominating  a 
.Governor  of  the  Carnatick,  now.  mpre  generally 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  ap- 
pointed Anaverdy  Khan  to  that  office,  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty-five.  The 
Viceroy  dying  was  fucceeded..in  his  Viceroy alty  or 
Subafhip,  by  his  Iccond  fon  Nazirzing,  whom  the 
Mogul  confirmed.  He  was  oppofed  in  his  preten- 
lions  by  his  own  coufin  Muzapherzing,  who  had 
recoucfe  to  the  affiflance  of  M.  Dupleix,  and  ob- 
tained from  him  a  reinforcement  of  Europeans  and 
artillery,  in  confideration  of  many  prefents  and  pro- 
niifes,  which  he  fulfilled  in  the  fequel.  Thus  re- 
inforced, and  joined  by  one  Chunda  Saib,  an  active 
Indian  chief,  he  took  the  field  againfl:  his  kinfman 
Nazirzing,  who  was  fupported  by  a  body  of  Eng- 
glilli  troops  under  Colonel  Laurence.  The  French, 
dreading  an  engagement,  retired  in  the  night ;  and 
Muzapherzing,  feeing  himfclf  abandoned  by  all  his 
own  troops,  appealed  to  the  clemency  of  his  coufin, 
who  fpared  his  life,  but  detained  him  as  a  State 
prifoner.  In  this  fituation,  he  formed  aconfpiracy 
againll  his  kinfman's  life,  with  Faijrzing's  prime  < 
niinifi:er,  and  the  Nabobs  of  Cadupab  and  Conda- 
neor,  then  in  his  camp  ;  and  the  confpirators   were 
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6  O  O  K  encouraged  in  their  fcheme  by  Dupleix  and  ChundE 
^^V;  Saib,  who  had  retired  to  Pondichcrry.     Thus  fti- 
^tJ^  mulated  they    murdered   Nazirzing  in  hi3  camp^ 
and  proclaimed  Muzapheraine   Viceroy  of  Decan. 
In  the  tents  of  the  murdered  Viceroy  they  found  an 
immenfe   treafure,  of  which  a  great  (hare  fell  to 
M.  Dupleixy  whom  Muzapherzing  the  ufurper  at 
this  time  aflbciatcd  in  the  government.     By .  virtue 
of  this  aflbciation  the  Frenchman  aflumed  the  fhite 
and  formalities  of  an  eaftern  Prince ;  and  he  and 
his  colleague  Muzapherzing  appointed  Chunda  Saib 
Nabob  of  Arcot ;  Anaverdy  Khan,  the  late  Nabob, 
had  been,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  forty-nine,  defeated  and  (lain  by  Muzapherzing 
and  Chunda  &ub,  with  the  ailiftance  of  their  French 
auxiliaries  ;  and  his  fon  Mahommod  Alt  Khan  had 
put  himfelf  under  the  protedHon  of  the  Enghfli  at 
Madras,  and  was  confirmed  by  Nazirung,  as  his 
frther's  fucceilbr  m  the  Nabobmip,  or  government 
cf  Arcot.    This  government,  therefore,    was  dif- 
puted  between  Mahommed  AU  Khan,  appointed 
by  the  kgal  Viceroy  Nazirzing,  fupported  by  the 
Engliih  company^  and  Chunda  Saib,  nominated  by 
the  ufurper  Muzapherzing,  and  prote6Ved  by  Du- 
pleix,   who  commianded  at  Pondicherry-     Muza- 
pherzing did  not  long  furvive  his  ufurpation.     In 
tbe  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-one, 
the  fame  Nabobs  who  had  promoted  him  to  his 
kinfman^s   place,  thinking  tbemfelves  ill  rewarded 
ibr  their  fervices,  fell  upon  him  fuddenly,  routed 
his  troops,  and  put  him  to  death  ;  and  next  day  the 
chiefs  of  the  army  proclaimed  Sallabatzing,  brother 
to  Nazirzing,  Viceroy  of  Decan  :  on  the  other  hand, 
the  Mogul  appointed  Gauzedy  Khan,  who^  was  the 
elder  brother  of  Sallibatzing  :  and  this  Prince  con- 
firmed Mahommed  Ali  Khan  in  the  government  or 
Arcot :  but  the  affairs  of  the  Mogul's  Court  were 
then  in  fuch  confufion,  that  he  could  not  fpare  an 
army  to  fupport  the  nomination  he    had    made. 
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Chunda  Saib,  Nabob  of  Arcot,  ba\ing  been  de-  ciiAf. 
pofcd  by  the  Great  MoguU  who  placed  Anaverdy  ^  ^^-^^ 
khan  in  his  room,  he  relblred  to  recover  his  go-  ijt^ 
vemment  by  force,  and  had  rccourfe  to  the  French 
General  at  Pondicherry,  who  reinforced  him  with  two 
thouiand  fepoys,  or  foldifers  of  the  country,  fixty 
caffrces,  and  four  hundred  and  twenty  French 
troops,  on  condition  that,  if  he  proved  fuccefsiul 
in  his  enterprize,  he  fhould  cede  to  the  French  the 
town  of  Vclur,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pondicherry, 
with  its  dependencies,  confiding  of  forty-five  vil- 
lages. Thus  reinforced,  he  defeated  his  rival 
Anaverdy  Khan,  who  loil  his  Hfe  in  the  engagement, 
reaflumed  the  government  of  Arcot,  and  punc- 
tually performed  the  conditions  which  had  be^n  (ii- 
pulated  by  his  French  allies. 

^  XX.  Mahommed  Afi  Khan,  at  tb«  death  of 
his  father  had  fled  to  Tiruchirapalli  *,  and  folli- 
cited  the  affiftance  of  the  Engliih,  who  favoured  him 
vnth  a  reinforcement  of  money,  men,  and  ammu- 
nition, under  the  condudl  of  Major  Laurence,  a 
brave  and  experienced  oflicer.  By  dint  of  this  fup- 
ply,  he  gained  fome  advantages  over  the  enemy, 
who  were  obliged  to  retreat ;  but  no  decifive  blow 
was  given.  Mahommed  afterwards  repaired  in  per- 
fon  to  Fort  St.  David's,  to  demand  more  powerful 
fuccours,  alledging  that  his  fate  was  connected  with 
the  intereft  of  the  Englifli  company,  which  in  time 
would  be  obliged  to  abandon  the  whole  coafl:,  fhould 
they  allow  the  enemy  to  proceed  in  their  conquefts. 
Inconfequenceofthefe  reprefentations,  he  received 
another  firong  reinforcement,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  (Spe;  but  nothing  of  importance  was 
attempted,  and  the  Engliih  auxiliaries  retired. 
Then  Mahommed  was  attacked  by  tjie  enemy,  who 

•  Tirochirapalll,  commoDly  called  Trichinopoly,  situated  near 
Uic  river  Cauvcri,  above  two  hundred  miles  to  the  southward  of 
Madras,  is  the  capital  of  a  small  kingdom  belonging  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Arcot,  and  bounded  on  the  east  by  tne  kingdom  of  Tan- 
j6rc. 
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BOOK  obtained  a  complete  vidlory  over  him.  •  Finding  it 
v-i!!L^  impoilible  to  maintain  his  footing  by  his  own 
^^^i^  ftrcngth,  he  entered  into  a  clofe  alliance  with  the 
Englifh,  and  ceded  to  them  fome  commercial 
points,  which  had  been  long  in  difpute.  Then  they 
detached  Captain  Cope  to  put  Tiruchirapalli  in  a 
poflure  of  defence;  while  Captain  de  Gingins,  a 
Swifs  officer,  marched  at  the  head  of  four  hundred 
Europeans  to  the  Nabob's  affiftance.  The  two 
armies  being  pretty  equal  in  ftrength,  lay  epcampcd 
in  fight  of  each  other  a  whole  month  ;  during  which 
nothing  happened  but  a  few  Ikirmiflies,  which  gene- 
rally terminated  to  the  advantage  of  the  Englifh 
auxiliaries.  In  order  to  make  a  diverfion,  and  di- 
vide the  French  forces,  the  company  refolved  to 
fend  a  detachment  into  the  province  of  Arcot ;  and 
this  was  one  of  the  firft  bccafions  upon  which  the 
extraordinary  talents  of  Mr.  Clive  were  difplayed. 
He  had  entered  into  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft-India 
company  as  a  writer,  and  was  confidered  as  a  perfon 
very  indifferently  qualified  for  fucceeding  in  any 
civil  ftation  of  life.  He  now  offered  his  fer^uce  in  a 
military  capacity,  and  adliially  began  his  march  to 
Arcot,  at  the  head  of  two  jiundred  apd  ten  Euro- 
peans with  five  hundred  fepoys*. 

§  XXI.  Such  was  the  refolution,  fecrecy  and  dif- 
patch  with. which  he  condu6led  this  enterprize,  that 
the  enemy  knew  nothing  of  his  motions  until  he  was 
in  poiicilion  of  the  capital,  which  he  took  without 
oppofition.  The  inhabitants,  e^peding  to  be  plun- 
dered, offered  him  a  large  fum  to  fpare  their  city ; 
but  they  derived  their  fecurity  from  the  generofity 
and  difcrction  of  the .  conqueror.  He  refufed  the 
proflered  ranfom,  and  iflucd  a  proclamation,  inti- 
mating, That  tliofe  who  were  willing  to  remain  in 
their  houfes  fhoukl  be  prote6led  from  infult  and 
injury,  and  the  refl  have  leave  to  retire  with  all  their 

♦  The  sepoys  are  the  inercenarici  of  the  country,  who   are  hired  it 

soldivrs  occubi'jiiallv  bv  all  partits 
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cflt5<?ls  except  provifions,  for  which  he  promifed  to  CHAP, 
pay  the  full  value.  By  this  fage  condudl  he  conci-  ^  ^^^'  ^ 
liated  the  aftedlions  of  the  people  fo  entirely,  that  1754. 
even  thofe  who  quitted  the  place  fupplied  him  with 
exa6l  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  defigns,  when 
he  was  belieged  in  the  fequel.  The  town  was  in  a 
little  time  inverted  by  Raja'Saib,  fon  of  Chunda 
Saib,  at  the  head  of  a  riumerous  army,  and  the  ope- 
rations of  the  iiege  were  *condu(Sted  by  European 
engineers*  Though  their  approaches  were  retarded 
by  the  repeated  and  refolute  fallies  of  Mr,  Chve, 
they  at  length  effected  two  breaches  fuppofed  to  be 
pradicable;  and  on  the  14th  day  of  October,  in 
the  year  1751,  gave  a  general  aflault.  Mr.  Clive, 
having  received  intimation  of  their  defign,  had  made 
fuch  preparations  for  their  reception,  that  they 
were  repulfed  in  every  quarter  with  great  lofs,  and 
pbliged  to  raife  the  liege  with  the  utmoft  precipita- 
tion. 

^  XXII.  This  gallant  Englifhman,  not  contented 
with  the  reputation  he  had  acquired  from  his  noble 
defence,  was  no  fooncr  re-inforced  by  a  detachment 
under  Captain  Kirkpatrick  from  Trichonopoly, 
than  he  marched  in  purfuit  of  the  enemy,  whom  he 
overtook  in  the  plams  of  Arani.  There,  on  the  third 
day  of  December,  he  attacked  them  with  irrefiftible 
irapetuolity;  and,  after  an  obftinate  difpute,  ob- 
tained a  complete  victory  at  a  very  fmall  expence. 
The  forts:  of  Timery,  Caujeveram,  and  Aranic, 
furrendered  to  the  terror  of  his  name,  rather  than 
to  the  force  of  his  arms ;  and  he  returned  to  Fort 
St.  David's  in  triumph.  He  had  enjoyed  a  very  few 
^eeks  of  repofe,  when  he  was  fummoned  to  the  field 
\>y  frefh  incurfions  of  the  enemy.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- 
two,  he  marched  with  a  fmall  detachment  to  Madras, 
where  he  was  joined  by  a  reinforcement  from  Ben- 
gal, the  whole  number  not  exceeding  three  hundred 
]^uropcans,  and  aflembled  a  body  of  the  nativc3, 
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BOOK  th^t  he  might  have  at  lead  the  appearance  of  an 
y^l;^  army.  With  thefe  he  proceeded  to  Koveriiwuk, 
i^^  about  fifteen  miles  from  Arcot,  where  he  found  the 
French  and  Indians,  confiding  of  fifteen  hundred  fe- 
poys,  feventeen  hundred  horfe,  a  body  of  nativ«, 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  Europeans,  with  eight 
pieces  of  cannon.  Though  they  were  advantagcouQy 
pofied  and  entrenched,  and  the  day  was  already  far 
advanced,  Mr.  Clivc  advanced  againft  them  with 
his  ufual  intrepidity  ;  but  the  vi6lory  remained  for 
fome  time  in  fufpenfe.  It  was  now  dark,  and  the 
battle  doubtful,  when  Mr.  Clive  fent  round  a  detach- 
ment to  fall  in  the  rear  of  the  French  battery. 
This  attack  was  executed  with  great  refolution,  while 
the  Englifli  in  front  entered  the  entrenchments  with 
their  bayonets  fixed  ;  and,  though  very  little  tinc- 
tured with  difcipline,  difplayed  the  fpirit  and  adivity 
of  hardy  veterans.  This  double  attack  difconcerted 
the^nemy  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  foon  defified 
from  all  oppofition.  A  confiderable  carnage  cn- 
fued  ;  yet  the  greatet  part  of  the  enemy,  both  horfe 
and  foot,  faved  themfelves  by  flight,  under  cover  of 
the  darkneis.  The  French,  to  a  man,  threw  down 
their  arms,  and  fiirrendered  themfelves  prifoners  of 
war:  and  all  the  cannon  and  baggage  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  viAor. 

^  XXIII*  The  province  of  Arcot  being  thus 
cleared  of  the  ehemy,  Mr.  Clive  with  his  forces  re- 
turned to  Fort  St.  E)avid*s,  where  he  found  Major 
Laurence  jufl  arrived  from  England  *,  to  take  upon 
him  the  command  of  the  troops  in  die  Company's 
fcrvice.  On  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  this  offi* 
cer,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Clive,  took  the  field,  and 
was  joined  by  Captam  de  Gingens  at  Tiruchirapalli. 
Trom  hence  he  detached  Mr.  Clivc  with  four  nun- 
dred  European  foldiers,  a  few  Mahratta  horfe,  and 
a  body  of  fepoys^  to  cut  olF  the  enemy*d  retreat  to 

*  Major  LauPtQce  hadsailed  frot&Eogjbuid  la  the  year  176^. 
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Pbndicbcnry.  In  the  courfe  of  this  cxpedidon  he  C  H  A  P^ 
dillodgeda  flrong  body  of  the  foe  pofted  at  Samia-^^J^ 
vcram,  and  obliged  Chunda  Saibto  throw  a  body  i^^ 
of  troops  into  a  (Irong  fortified  temple^  or  pagoda, 
upon  the  river  Koleroon,  which  was  unmediately  in- 
veiled.  The  commanding  officer,  in  attempting  to 
cfcape,  was  ilain  with  fome  others,  and  the  reilinr* 
rendered  at  difcretion.  They  were  ftill  in  poflefiion 
of  another  fortified  temple,  which  he  alfo  befieged 
in  form,  and  reduced  by  capituladon.  Having  fub- 
dued  thefe  forts,  he  nurched  directly  to  Volconda, 
whither  he  underflood  the  French  Q>mmander 
D'Anteuil  had  retired.  He  found  that  officer  en- 
trenched in  a  village,  from  whence  he  drove  him 
with  precipitation,  and  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the 
French  cannon.  The  enemy  attempted  to  fave 
themfelves  in  the  neighbouring  fort  ;  but  the  gates 
being  (hut  againil  them  by  the  Governor,  who  was 
apprehenfive  that  they  would  be  followed  pell-mell  • 

by  the  EngUih,  Mr.  Clive  attacked  them  with  great 
fury,  and  made  a  coniiderable  flaughter :  but  his 
humanity  being  ihocked  at  this  carnage,  he  fent  a 
flag  of  truce  to  the  vanquiihed,  with  term^  of  capi- 
tulation, which  they  readily  embraced.  Thefe  ar- 
ticles imported,  that  D*Anteuil,  and  three  other 
officers,  ihould  renmin  prifoners  on  parole  for  on^ 
year,  that  the  garrifon  ihould  be  exchanged,  and 
the  money  and  (lores  be  delivered  to  the  Nabob 
whom  the  Engliih  fupported. 

^  XXIV.  During  thefe  tranfadliona  Chunda  Saib 
lay  encamped  with  an  army  of  thirty  thouiand  men 
at  Syrinham,  an  ifland  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ti- 
ruchirapalli,  which  he  longed  eagerly  to  po(le(s. 
Hither  Major  Laurence  marched  with  his  Indian 
allies  *,  and  took  his  meafures  fo  well,  that  the  ene- 

my^a 

*  His  army  consuted  of  twelve  hundred  Europeaos  and  Topasset  ia 
battalions^  two  thousand  sepoys,  with  the  iSorcea  of  the  Nabobs 
the  Kings  of  faftjos^  Muinack,  and  tht  MahmtM  $   atfumntinft 


Digitized 


by  Google 


408  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

BOOK  niy*s  provifions  were  entirely  intercepted.  Chuhda 
v-il!^  ^^^^y  ^"  attempting  to  fly  was  taken  prifoner  by  the 
^75^7^  Nabob  of  Tanjore,  an  ally  of  the  Englifh  company, 
who  ordered  his  head  to  be  ftruck  off,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  difpures  which  otherwife  would  have 
arifen  among  the  captors  *.  The  main  body  of  the 
army  being  attacked  by  Major  Laurence,  and  totally 
defeated,  the  ifland  of  Syrinham  was  furrendered, 
and  about  a  thoufand  European  French  foldiers, 
under  the  Command  of  Mr.  Law,  nephew  to  the 
famous  Law  who  fchemed  the  Mifliffippi  company, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors,  including  thirty 
officers,  with  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  ten  mor- 
tars. M.  Dupleix,  though  exceedingly  mortified  by 
this  difafter,  refoh-ed  to  maintain  the  caufe  which  he 
had  efpoufed.  He  proclaimed  Rajah  Saib,  the  fon 
of  Chunda  Saib,  Nabob  of  Arcot ;  and  afterwards 
pretended  that  he  himfelf  had  received  from  the 
Mogul  fanids  or  commillions,  appointing  him  Go- 
vernor of  all  the  Carnatick,  from  the  river  Kriftnah 
to  the  fea  :  but  thefe  fanids  appeared  in  the  fequel 
to  be  forged.  In  order  to  complete  the  comedy,  a 
fuppofed  mefrenger  from  Delhi  was  received  at  Pon- 
dicherry  as  Ambaflador  from  the  Mogul.  Dupleix, 
mounted  on  an  elephant,  preceded  by  mufick  and 
dancing  women,  in  the  oriental  manner,  received  in 
publick  his  commiflion  from  the  hands  of  the  pre- 
tended Ambaffador.  He  aftedled  the  Eaftern  fiate, 
kept  his  darbar  or  court,  where  he  appeared  fitting 
crofs- legged  on  a  fopha,  and  received  prefents  as 
Prince  of  the  country  from  his  own  council,  as  well 

to  fifieen   hundred   horse  and  ten   thousand  infantry      Topasses  are 

dt'sbcpflunU  from  the  Poriu2;«iese.  The  Mahrattas  are  native  Indinns 
of  avcTv  nmjiorons  and  powcrfiii  nation,  which  hath  more  tlian  once 
gi\en  1  i\v  to  rhe  Vfo^ul. 

*  Chunda   S.ub   doinjndcd    leave  of  the   Tanjore  General   to  |>a?* 

.  thvou^ih    Uh    Cdinp    to   Tanjore,  and  this  rtqijest   was    j^ranicd  ;    hnt 

•  ip^lpad   of  being   allowetj    lo  pas'^»  he  was   detained   prisoner,  ar>H  as 

the  Allies  could  not  agree  about    the  manner  In   which  he   shoiiW  be 

di^po  ed  of,  sonic   of  ;hc  Tanjorp  officers,  of  their  own  accord,  cMdc«J 

the  dispute  by  catting  off  his  btad. 
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as  from  the  natives.     In  the  mean  time,  hoftilities  CHAP, 
continued  between  the  forces  of  the  two  corppanies.  ^^     '  > 
asauxiUaries  to  the  contending  Nabobs.     The  Eng-     170^. 
lifh,  under  Major  Kinnier,  made  an  unfuccefsful  at- 
tempt upon  Gingee,  a  ftrong  town  (ituated  to  the 
weft  of    Pondicherry.     Major  Laurence  defeated  b, 
ftrong  body  of  French  and  natives,    commanded  by 
Dupleix's  nephew,  M.  de  Kerjean,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Pondicherry,  and  took  him  prifoner,    toge- 
ther with  fifteen  officers :  after  this  fuccefs,  Mr.  Clive 
reduced  the  forts  of  Covelongand  Chengalput,  the 
laft  very  ftrong,    (ituated  afbout  fprty  miles  to  the 
fouthward  of  Madras.     On  the  other  hand,  M.  Du- 
pleix   intercepted  at  fea  Captain  Schaub,   with  his 
whole  Swifs  company,   whom  he  detained  prifoners 
at  Pondicherry,    ahhough  the  two  nations  were  not 
at  war  with  each  other.     During  thefe  tranfadions 
Sallabatzing,   with  a  body  of  French  under  M.  dc 
Bufly,  advanced  towards  Aurengabad,  which  was  the 
feat  of  government ;    but  he  was  oppofed  by  a  chief 
of  the  Mahrattas,   at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army. 
In  the  mean  time,  Gawzedy  Khan,  the  elder  brother 
of  Sallabatzing,   whom  the  Mogul  had  appointed 
viceroy  of  Decan,  took  pofleflion  of  his  goverment 
at  Aurengabad,    where,    in  fourteen  days  after  his 
arrival,    he   was  poifoned   by  his  own  filler.     The 
Mogul  immediately  appointed  his  fon  Schah  Abadin 
Khan  to  fucceed  his  father;  and  this  Prince  actually 
raifed  an  army  to  come  and  take  pofleflion  :  but  the 
Mogul's   affliiris  requiring  his  prefence  at  Delhi,    he 
was  obliged   to  poftpone  his  defign,  fo  that  Salla- 
batzing was  left  without  a  competitor,   and  made  a 
prefent  to  the  French  of  all  the  Englifb  fettlement* 
to  the  northward.     Thus   concluded  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and   fifty-two.     Next  cam- 
paign was  "chiefly  confined  to  the  neighbourhood  of  • 
Trichinopoly',   where  Major  Laurence    made  feveral 
vigorous  attacks  upon  the  enemy's  army,  and  ob- 
tained many  advantages,  which,    however,  did  not 
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BOOK  prove  deciiiTe,  becaufe  he  was  fo  miurh  outnumbered 

^^^'  ^  that  he  could  never  follow  his  blow. 

i^^  ^  XXV.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  the  Mogul 
was  dcpofed  by  hisGenejral  Schah  Abadin  Khan,  the 
viceroy  of  Decan,  who  raifed  to  the  throne  Allum 
Geer,  another  Prince  of  the  blood.  In  the  fucceed- 
ing  year,  a  negociation  was  fet  on  foot  by  Mr.  Saun- 
ders, Governor  of  Madras,  and  M.  Dupleix ;  and 
conferences  were  opened  at  Sadrafs  a  Dutch  fctde- 
roent  between  Pondichcrry  and  Fort  St.  George: 
but  this  proved  abortive;  and  many  other  gallant 
efforts  were  made  by  Major  Laurence  in  the  terri- 
tory of  Trichinopoly,  which  ftill  continued  to  be  the 
iirene  of  a6lion.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year  Admind 
Watfon  arrived  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  with  a 
iquadron  of  (hips  of  war,  having  on  board  a  rc^ 
roent  commanded  by  Ck)loneI  Aldercroon  :  at  the 
lame  time  the  (hips  from  France  brought  over  to 
Pondichcrry  the  Sieur  Godeheu,  Commiflary- general 
and  Governor- general  of  all  their  fettlements,  at 
whofe  arrival  l3upleix  departed  for  Europe.  The 
new  Governor  immediately  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr, 
Saunders,  profeffing  the  moft  pacifick  inclinations, 
and  propofing  a  fufpcniion  of  arms  between  the  two 
Companies  until  their  difputes  could  be  amicably 
adjufted.  This  propofal  was  very  agreeable  to  the 
Governor  and  council  at  Madras,  and  a  ceffiition  of 
arms  a<^ually  took  place  in  the  month  of  06tober, 
in  the  year  one  thouland  feven  hundred  and  Gfty--^ 
four.  Deputies  being  fent  to  Pondicherry,  a  provU 
fional  treaty  and  truce  were  concluded,  on  condition 
that  neither  of  the  two  Companies  fbould  for  the 
future  interfere  in  any  difference  that  might  ahfe 
between  the  Princes  of  the  country.  The  other  ar- 
ticles related  to  the  places  and  fettlements  that 
should  be  retained  or  pofleffed  by  the  refpedtive 
Companies,  until  frefh  orders  relating  to  this  agree- 
ment (hould  arrive  from  the  Courts  of  London  and 
Vcrfailles,  tranfmitted  by  the  two  Eaft-India  Com- 
panies 
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panics  of  France  and  Englattd.    Until  fuch  orders  chap. 
Ihould  arrive,  it  was  ftipulated  that  neither  nation  yj^'j 
ihould  be  allowed  to  procure  any  new  grant  or  cef-     itmT 
lion,    or  to  build  forts  for  the  defence  of  new  efta- 
blilhments  ;  and  that  they  (hould  not  proceed  to  any 
ceffion,  retroceflion,  or  evacuation  of  what  they  then 
pofieffed ;    but  every  thing   (hould  remain  on  the 
footing  of  uti  pojidefis.     How  pacifick  foever  the 
fentiments  of  tfee  French  fubjefts  might  have  been 
at  this  period  in  the  Eaft-Indies,   certain  it  is,    the 
defigns  of  the  French  Governors  in  America  were 
altogether  hoftile,   and  their  condu6t  haftening  to- 
wards a  rupture,  which  kindled  up  a  bloody  war  in 
every  divinonof  the  globe. 

§  XXVI.  As  this  war  may  be  termed  a  native  of 
America,    and   the  principal  fcenes  of  it  wwe  adled 
cm  that  continent,  we  (hall,  for  the  information  of 
the  reader,  Iketch  out  the  fituarion  of  the  then  Bri- 
ti(h  colonies  as  they  bordered  on  each  other,   and 
extended  along  the  fea  coaft,   from  the  gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence  as  far  fouth  as  the  country  of  Florida. 
We  (hall  enumerate  the  Indian  nations  that  lie  fcat- 
tered  about  their  confines,  and  delineate  the  manner 
in  which  the  French  hemmed  them  in  by  afurprifing 
line  of  fortifications.     Should  we  comprehend  Hud- 
fon*8  Bay,  with  the  adjacent  countries,  and  the  banks 
erf  Newfoundland,  in  this  geographical  detail,   we 
might  affirm  that  Great-Britain  at  that  time  pof- 
ftmd  a  territory  along  the  fea  coaft,  extending  fe- 
venteen  hundred  miles  in   a  dire6l  line,   from  the 
fixtieth  to  the  thirty-firft  degree  of  northern  lati- 
tude ;  but  as  thefe  two  countries  were  not  concerned 
in  this  difpute,    we  (hall  advance  from  the  north- 
wawl  to  the  fouthem  fide  of  the  gulf  of  St.  Law^ 
fence  ;    and  beginning  with  Acadia  or  Nova-Scotia, 
defcribc  our  fettlements,    as   they  lie  in  a  foutheriy 
direction,  as  far  as  the  gulf  of  Florida.     This  great 
tra<Sl  of  country,   ftretching  fifteen  degrees  of  lati- 
tude^ is  waihed  on  the  eaft  by  the  Atlantick  Ocean  : 
5  the 
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BOOK  the  fouthern  boundary  is  Spanift  Florida;  but  to 
Y  ^^'  J  the  weftward  the  hniits  are  uncertain,  fome  affinn-. 
1754.  ing  that  the  jurifciidion  of  the  colonies  penetrates 
through  the  whole  continent,  as  'far  as  the  South- 
fea;  while  others,  with  more  moderation,  ibink 
they  are  naturally  bounded  by  tbe  river  Dlionois 
that  runs  into  the  Miffiffippi,  and  in  4  manner  con- 
necSts  that  river  with  the  chain  of  lakes  known  by 
the  names  of  Michigan,  Huron^  Erir,  and  Ontario, 
the  three  firll  communicating  with  each  other,  and 
the  laft  difcbarging  itfelf  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
which  running  by  Montreal apd  Qucbeck  iflues  into 
the  bay  of  the  fame  denomination^  forming  the 
northern  boundary  of  Nova- Scotia.  The  French, 
who  had  no  legaj  claim  to  any  linds  on  the  fouih 
iide  of  this  river,  neverthdefs,  with  an  infplcncc  oi 
ambition  peculiar  to  themfclve$,  not  only  extended 
their  forts  frpm-  the  fource  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
through  an  immenie  traoi  of.  that  C:ountry,  as  far  as 
the  Milliflippi,  which  difembogues  itfelf  into  the  gulf 
of  Florida  ;  but  alfp,  by  a  feries  of  unparalleled 
encroachments,  endeavoured  to  contrai^t  the  Englilh 
colonies  within  fuch  narrow  limits  as  would  have  ail 
off  almoft  one  half  of  their  polleflions.  As  we  h^vc 
already  given  a  geographical  defcription  of  Nova- 
Scotia,  and  mentioned  the  particulars  of  the  ncvt 
fettlement  of  Halifax,  we  (hall  now  only  obferve, 
that  it  is  furrounded  on  three  fides  by  the  /ea,  the 
gulfj  and  river  of  St,  Lawrence ;  th^t  its  original 
boundary  to  the  weft  was  the  river  Pentagoet;  but 
it  is  now  contracted  within  the  river  St.  Croix,  be- 
caufe  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain  did,  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  lixty-three,  grant  to 
the  Duke  of  York  the  territory  of  Sagadaback; 
llretthing  from  St.  Croix,  to  th^fi^4)f  this  name; 
which  was  in  tlie  fequel,  an  e5tpre(i|(t  chartftr  from 
the  Crown,  annexed  to  the  province  of  Maflachtt* 
fctt's-Bay,  one  of  the  four  governments  of  New* 
England.     This   country,    lituate    Jicxt  to.lSfovar 


Digitized 


by  Google 


CEORGE    II.  4,3 

iSeotia^  lies  between  the  fortyrfirft  and  forty-fifth  cHAP. 
degrees  of  north  latitude,  extending  near  three  hun-  III. 
dred  miles  in  length,  and  about  two  hundred  in  ^TI^^ 
breadth,  if  we  bound  it  by  thoffe ,  tra6ts  which  the 
French  pciflefled  :  no  part  of  the  fettlements  of  thi^ 
country,  however,  flrctches  above  fixty  miles  from 
the  fea.  The  fummer  is  here  intenfely  hot,  and  the 
winter  proportionably  fevere  ;  nevcrthelefs  the  clr- 
tnate.  is  healthy,  and  the  Iky  generally  ferene.  The 
foil  is  not  favourable  to  any  of  the  European  kinds 
of  grain;  but  produces  great  plenty  of  maiz,  which 
the  people  bake  into  bread,  and  brew  into^  beer, 
though  their  favourite  drink  is  made  of  melafles 
hopped,  and  impregnated  with  the  tops  of  the  fpruce- 
fir,  which  is  a  nat^^T  of  thi?  country.  The  ground 
raifes  good  flax  and  tolerable-  hemp.  Here  are  great 
herds  of  black  cattle^  fome  of  them  very  large  in 
fize,  a  vaft  number  of  excellent  hogs,  a  breed  of 
fmall  horfes,  graceful,  fwift,  and  hardy  ;  and  large 
flocks  of  fheep,  whofe  wool,  though  not  fo  fine  as 
that  of  England,  is  manufactured  with  great  fuccefs. 
^  XXVII.  New  England  is  compofcd  of  the  four 
provinces  known  by  the  names  of  New-Hamp(hire, 
Maflachufeit's-Bay,  Rhode  ifland,  and  ConncAicut, 
It  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  New- York  extending 
northerly  on  both  fides  of  the  river  Hudfon,  about 
two  hundred  miles  into  the  country  pofiefTed  by  the 
Indians  of  the  Five  Nations,  whom  the  French  dif- 
tinguiih  by  the  n^me  of  the  Irroquois ;  but  ia 
breadth  this  province  does  not  exceed  fifty  miles, 
though  it  comprehends  Long-ifland,  lying  to  the 
fouthward  of  Connecticut.  The  capital,  which  de- 
rives from  the  province  the  nnme  of  New- York,  is 
fituated  on  an  excellent  habour  in  the  ifland  of  Ma- 
nahatton,  exteriding  fourteen  miles  in  length,  and  five 
in  breadth,  at  the  mouth  9f  the  noble  river  Hudfon, 
which  is  navigable  for  above  two  hundred  miles.  At 
the  diftance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from 
New- York  ftands  the  town  of  Albany,  upon  the  fame 
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BOOK  river.  In  this  place  all  the  treaties  and  other  tiani- 
^  ^^^'  J  adlions  were  negociated  between  the  Englilh  and  tbc 
^^j^  Irroquois,  a  confederacy  of  five  Indian  nations,  wiM, 
by  tncir  union,  courage,  and  military  ikiliy  had  re- 
duced a  great  number  of  other  Indian  tribes,  and  fub- 
dued  a  territory  more  extenfive  than  the  whole  king- 
dom of  France.  They  were  about  foutfcore  years 
ago  able  to  bring  ten  thouiand  warriors  into  the  field ; 
but  now  their  number  is  fo  greatly  diminiihed  by 
wars,  epidemical  difeafes,  and  the  ufe  of  fpirituoos 
liquors,  that  they  cannot  raife  above  fifteen  hundred 
men,  even  though  they  have  admitted  into  their  con- 
federacy the  narion  of  the  Tufcaroras,  whom  the 
Englilh  drove  from  the  confines  of  Carolina.  The 
Mohock  Indians  inhabit  the  country  advanced  from 
Albany.  Tlie  northern  extremities  of  New*Hamp- 
ihire  and  New- York  are  divided  by  the  lakes  Cham- 
plain  and  Sacrament,  between  which  the  French  had 
laifed  the  fort  of  Crown-Point. 

§  XXVIII,  Contiguous  to  New- York,  and  lying 
along  the  coaft,  in  a  foutherly  direction,  is  the  finall 
province  of  New- Jerfey,  bounded  on  the  weft  by  the 
river  Delaware,  which  divides  it  from  Pennfylvania, 
extending  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  length, 
but  in  breadth  not  more  than  one  third  of  that  extent 
The  climate,  foil,  and  produce  of  thefc  two  pro- 
vinces, as  well  as  of  Pennfylvania,. are  fimilar.  They 
yield  great  quantities  of  grain,  (heep,  horfes,  hogs, 
and  horned  cattle ;  all  kinds  of  poultry  and  game  in 
great  abundance  ;  vegetables  of  every  fort  in  perfec- 
tion, and  excellent  fruit,  parricularly  peaches  and 
melons.  Their  vaft  forefts .  abound  with  oak  afh, 
beech,  chefnut,  cedar,  walnut-tree,  cyprefs,  hickery, 
faflafras,  and  pine  ;  but  the  timber  is  not  counted  fo 
fit  for  (hipping  as  that  of  New-England  and  Nova- 
Scotia.  Thefe  provinces  produce  great  quantities  of 
flax  and  hemp.  New- York  affords  mines  of  iron, 
and  very  rich  copper  ore  is  found  in  New-Jerfey. 
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§XXIX.  Pennfylvania,  lying  to  the  fouthward  CHAP, 
of  Ncw-Tork  and  Ncw-Jcrfcy,  is  bounded  on  the  ^  ^^^ 
other  fide  by  Maryland,  ftretching  two  hundred  i^^lT 
and  fifty  miles  in  length,  two  hundred  in  breadth, 
and  having  no  communication  with  the  fea,  excej>t 
by  the  mouth  of  the  river  Delaware.  This  province 
was  originally  fettled  by  Quakers,  under  theaufpices 
of  the  celebrated  William  Penn,  whofe  defcendants 
arc  ftiU  proprietaries  of  the  country.  Philadelphia, 
the  capital,  ilands  on  a  tongue  of  land,  at  the  con- 
fluence of  the  two  navigable  rivers,  the  Delaware 
and  the  Sculkel,  difpofed  in  the  form  of  a  regular 
oblong,  and  defigned  by  the  original  plan  to  extend 
frcMn  the  one  to  the  other.  The  ftreets,  which  arc 
broad,  fpacious,  and  uniform,  crofs  each  other  at 
right  angles,  leaving  proper  fpaces  for  churches, 
markets,  and  other  publick  edifices.  The  Houfes 
are  neatly  built  of  brick,  the  quays  fpacious  and 
magnificent,  the  warefaoi^es  large  and  numerous, 
and  the  docks  commodious  and  well  contrived  for 
ihip-buaiding.  Pennfylvania  is  underflood  to  ex- 
tend as  far  northerly  as  the  banks  of  the  lake  Erie, 
where  the  French  ere<fted  a  fort.  They  alfo  raifed 
another  at  fome  diftance  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
Riviere-au-Bceuf,  and  made  other  encroachments  on 
this  cok>ny« 

^  XXX.  Adjoining  to  part  of  Pennfylvania,  on 
the  fea-coaft,  lies  the  province  of  Maryland,  a  tra<9: 
of  land  fituated  along  the  bay  of  Cheiapeak,  in 
length  about  one  htmdred  aAd  forty  miles,  and  nearly 
of  the  fame  breadth,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Penn- 
fylvania on  the  eail  by  the  Atlantick  Ocean,  and  by 
the  river  Potowmack  on  the  fouth.  This  country 
was  firft  planted  witli  Roman  Catholicks  by  Lord 
Bdrimore,  to  whom  Charles  II.  granted  it  by  patent. 
In  the  fequel,  however,  people  of  all  religions  were 
admitted  into  this  fettlemcnt,  and  indulged  with 
liberty  of  confcience,  and  at  prefent  the  reigning 
religion  is  that  of  the  Englifh  church.    The  climate 
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BOOK  IS  very  fultry  in  fummcr,  and  not  very  falubricfufc 

^^^'  J  The  foil '  is  fruitful,  and  produces  a  great  quantity 

1754.     of  tobacco,  which  the  people  cultivate  as  their  ftaplc 

commodity.     The  feat  of  government  is  eftablilhcd 

at  Annapolis,  a  fmall  town  beautifully  firuaied  on 

the  river  Patuxent. 

^  XXXF.  Tracing  the  -feacoatt  ftill  foutherly, 
thiB  next  fettlement  i3  Virginia,  watered  on  the  north 
by  the  river  Potowmack,  which  is  the  boundary 
between  this  and  the  colony  laft  defcribed,  having 
the  bay  of  Chefapcak  to  the  eaft,  bounded  on  the 
fouth  by  Carolina,  and  extending  weftward  without 
any  prefcribed  limits,  though  the  plantations  have 
reached  no  farther  than  the  great  Allegany  moun- 
tains ;  fo  that  the  province,  as  now  poflcfied,  ftretchcs 
in  length  above  two  hundred  and  forty  miles,  and 
-in  breadth  not  above  two  hundied,  lying  between 
thts  fifty-fifth  and  fortieth  degrees  of  latitude.  In 
'faih^ig  to  Virginia,  navigators  fteer  through  a  ftrait 
•forrtted  by  two  points,  called  the  Capes,. into  the 
bay^  Chefapeak,  a  large  inlet  that  runs  three  hun- 
dred miles  into  the  country  from  fouth  to  north, 
covtT^d  from  the  Atlantick  Ocean  by  the  eaftern  fide 
of  Marj'land,  and  a  fmall  portion  of  Virginia  on  the 
fame  peninfuh.  This  noble  bay  is  about  eighteen 
miles  broad  for  a  confiderable  fpace,  and  feven  at 
its  narroweft  parr,  yielding  generally  nine  fethoms 
•depth  of  water  :  on  both  fides  it  receives  many  nan- 
gable  rivers,  thofc  on  the  Virginia  fide  being  known 
by  the  name  of  James-river,  York-river,  the  Rap- 
pahannock, and  Potowmack.  TJiis  country,  cfpe- 
cially  towards  the  fea,  lies  very  iow  and  fwampyf 
and  the  foil  is  extremely  fertile.  The  air  and  wea- 
ther are  variable,  the  heats  of  fummer  exceffire,  the 
frofis  of  winter  fudden  and  intenfely  cold  ;  fo  that 
upon  the  whole,  the  climate  is  neither  very  agreeable 
nor  healthy,  the  people  being  particularly  fubjcA 
'  to   agues    and  pleurcnck  diiorders.     The  province 

abounds  with  vaft  forefls  of  timber ;  the  plains  arc 
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covered  with  a  furprizing  luxuriancy  of  vegetables,  chap. 
flowers,  and  flowering  ihrubs,    ditfufing  the   moft     ^^^• 
delicious  fragrance.     The  ground  yields  plenty    oS^'^^C^' 
corn,  and  every  fort  of  fruit  in  great  abundance  and  , 
perfection.     Horned  cattle  and  hogs  have  here  mul- 
tiplied to  admiration,  fince  they  were  firft  imported 
from   Europe.     The   animals,    natives  of  this   and 
the   neighbouring    countries,  are  deer,  panthers  or 
tigers,  bears,  wolves,   foxes,  fquirrels,  racoons,  and 
creatures  called  opoflums,   with  an  infinite  variety  of 
beautiful  birds,  and  a  diverfity  of  ferpents,    among 
which  the  rattle-fnakc  is  the  moft  remarkable. 

§  XXXII.  Virginia  is  bounded   to  the  fouth  by 
the  two  Carolinas,  fituated  between   the  f5d?fty-iixth 
and    thiHy-firft   degrees  of    latitude ;    the    length 
amounting  to  upwards  of  four  hundred  miles,  and 
the  breadth  extending   near  three  hundred,  as  far 
as     the  Indian  nations  called   the   Catawbas,    the 
Creeks,  and  Cherokees.     The  country  of  Carolina 
is  divided  into  two  governments,  of  which  the  moft 
northern  is  the  moll  inconfiderable.     The  climate 
in  both  is  the  fame,  as  well  as  the  foil ;  the   firft   b 
wariti,   though  not  unhealthy;    the  laft  extremely 
fertile,  yielding  every  thing  in  plenty  which  is  pro- 
duced in  Virginia,  befides  abundance  of  excellent 
oranges,  and  fome  commodides  which  are  not  found 
to  the  northward.     North- Carolina,  though  not  fa 
opulent,  is  more  populous  than  the  fouthern   part. 
The  colonifts  of  North-Carolina  carry  on  a  conii- 
demble  traffick  in    tar,    pitch,    turpentine,    ftaves, 
fhingles,    lumber,  corn,   peas,   pork,  and  beef,  to- 
bacco,   deer-lkins,    indi^,   wheat,  rice,    bees- wax,. 
tallow,  bacon,  and  hog's  lard,  cotton,  and  fquared 
timber,  live  cattle,  with  the  Ikins  of  beaver,  racoon, 
fox,  minx,  wild-cat,    and  otter.     South-Carolina  is 
much  better  cultivated;  the   people  are  more  civi- 
Hzed   and   the   commerce    more   important.      The 
capital  of  this    province  called   Charlcs-Town,    is 
finely  fituated  at  the   corifluence  of  two  navigable 
NOL.  HI.  E  B  nvcrs^ 
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BOOK  rivers,  having  the  advantage  of  a  commodious 
vJlii^^  harbour.  Their  trade,  exclusive  of  the  articles  wc 
^1^547  have  already  mentioned  as  common  to  this  govern- 
ment and  that  of  North-Carolina,  confifts  of  two 
chief  fiaple  commodities,  rice  and  indigo,  which 
they  cultivate  with  great  fuccefs;  and  they  have 
likewife  made  fome  progrefs  in  the  culture  of  filk. 

§  XXXIII.  The  moll  fouthern  of  all  our  fettlc- 
ments  on  this  coaft  is  Georgia,  extending  about 
fixty  miles  from  north  to  fouth,  along  the  fea-(hore ; 
but  widening  in  the  inland  parts  to  above  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  and  ftretching  almoft  three  hundred 
from  the  fea  to  the  Apalachian  mountains.  This 
country  differs  very  little  from  that  of  South- Caro- 
lina-, with  which  it  borders ;  yet  the  fummer  is  here 
more  hot,  and  the  foil  not  fo  fertile.  Savannah, 
the  capital,  Hands  commodioufly  for  trade,  about 
ten  miles  from  the  fea,  on  a  river  of  the  fame  name, 
navigable  with  large  boats  two  hundred  miles  fanher 
up  to  the  fecond  town  called  Augufta,  a  place  that 
flourifties  by  the  Indian  trade  of  ikins,  which  the 
inhabitants  carry  on  with  their  neighbours  the 
Creeks,  the  Chickefaws,  and  the  Cberokees,  who 
are  the  mod  numerous  and  powerful  tribes  in  Ame- 
rica. Georgia  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  the  river 
Attamaha,  at  no  great  diflance  from  the  Spanifh 
fort  of  St.  Auguftin. 

^  XXXIV.  Having  thus  exhibited  a  fucdnd 
view  of  the  Bririfh  colonies  in  North-America,  for 
the  information  of  the  reader,  wc  (hall  now  refame 
the  thread  of  our  hiflory,  and  particularize  the  tranf- 
a6tions  by  which  the  prefent  year  was  diftinguifhed 
on  this  extenfive  continent.  The  government  of 
England  having  received  nothing  but  evafive  anfwcif 
from  the  Court  of  France,  touching  the  complaints 
that  were  made  of  the  encroachments  in  America, 
difpatched  orders  to  all  the  Governors  of  that  coun- 
try to  repel  force  by  force,  and  drive  the  French 
from  their  fcttlements  on  the  river  Ohio.     Accord- 
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iDgly,  the  provinces  of  Virginia  and  Pcnnfylvania  CHAP, 
took  this  important  afiair  into  their  confideration  ;  v^^l^ 
but  while  they  deliberated,  the  French  vigoroufly  1754^ 
profecuted  their  defigns  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
mountains  they  furprized  Log's-town,  which  the 
Virginians  had  built  upon  the  Ohio ;  made  them- 
selves mafters  of  the  Block-houfe,  and  Truck-houfe, 
where  they  found  Ikins  and  pther  commodities  to 
the  amount  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  and  deftroyed 
all  the  Britifh  traders,  except  two  who  found  means 
to  efcape.  At  the  fame  time,  M.  de  Contrecoeur| 
with  a  thoufand  men,  and  eighteen  pieces  of  cannon, 
arrived  in  three  hundred  canoes  from  Venango,  a 
fort  they  had  raifcd  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  and 
reduced  by  furprize  a  Britifh  fort  which  the  Virgi- 
nians had  built  on  the  forks  of  the  Monangahela, 
that  runs  into  the  fame  river. 

§  XXXV.  Thefe  hoftilities  were  followed  by 
divers  Ikirmifhes  between  the  people  of  the  two  na- 
tions which  were  fought  with  various  fuccefs.  At 
length  the  Governors  of  the  Englifh  fcttlements  re- 
ceived orders  from  England  to  form  a  political  con- 
federacy, for  their  mutual  defence ;  and  the  Go- 
vernor of  New- York  was  diredied  to  confer  with  the 
chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations,  with  a  view  to  detach 
them  from  the  French  intereft  by  dint  of  promifes 
and  prefents  of  value,  fent  over  for  that  purpofe.  A 
congrefs  was  accordingly  appointed  at  Albany,  to 
which  place  the  Governor  of  New- York  repaired, 
accompanied  by  Commiffioncrs  from  all  the  other 
Britifh  fettlements:  but  a  very  fmall  number  of 
Indians  anived,  and  even  thefe  feemed  to  be  indif- 
ferent to  the  advances  and  exhortations  that  were 
made  by  the  Englifh  orator.  The  truth  is,  the 
French  had  artfully  weaned  them  from  their  attach- 
ment to  the  fubjeds  of  Great-Britain.  Neverthelefs, 
they  accepted  the  prefents,  renewed  their  treaties 
with  the  King  of  England,  and  even  demanded  his 
afliftance  in  driving  the  French  from  the  polts  and 
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BOOR  poflr^flions  they  had  ufurp^  withiii  tbo  Indiw  tcr- 
y^y.  ritorics.  It  was  in  consequence  of  the  meafurci  here 
^J^  taken,  that  Colonel  Walhington  was  detached  from 
Virginia  with  four  hundred  men,  and  occupied  a 
poft  on  the  banks  of  the  riyer  Ohio,  where  he  threw 
up  fome  works,  and  erected  a  kind  of  occafional 
fort,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  defend  himfelf  in  that, 
(ituation,  until  he  (hould  be  joined  by  a  reinforce* 
ment  from  New- York,  which,  howerer  did  not 
arrive. 

§  XXXVL  While  he  reoiained  in  this  lituatioo, 
De  Viller,  a  French  Commander,  at  the  head  of 
nine  hundred  men^  being  on  his  march  to  diHodge 
Waftiington,  detached  one  Jamonville,  an  inferior 
officer,  with  a  fmall  party,  and  a  formal  fiimmoas 
to  Colonel  Wafhington,  requiring  him  to  quit  the 
fort,  which  he  pretended  was  built  on  ground  be* 
longing  to  the  French,  or  their  allies.  So  little 
regard  was  paid  to  thi$  intimation,  that  the  Engllfli 
fell  upon  this  party,  and,  as  the  French  affirm,  with- 
out the  lead  provocation,  either  flew  or  took  the 
whole  detachment,  De  Viller,  incenfed  at  thcfc 
unprovoked  hoflilities,  marched  up  to  the  attack, 
which  Walhington  for  fpme  time  fuftained  under 
manifold  difadvantages.  At  length,  however,  he 
furrendered  the  fort  upon  capitulation,  for  the  per- 
formance of  which  he  left  two  officers  as  hoftages  ia 
the  hands  of  the  French;  and  in  his  retreat  was  tet-» 
ribly  harafled  by  the  Indians,  who  plundered  his 
baggage  and  pnflacred  his  people.  This  event 
was  no  fooner  known  in  England,  than  the  Britifli 
Ambaflador  at  Paris  received  directions  to  complain 
of  it  to  the  French  ra^nilby,  as  an  open  violation 
of  the  peace;  but  this  reprelentation  had  no  efFcdt. 

^  XXXVIL  Both  natjons  by  this  time  forcfaw 
that  a  rupture  would  be  inevitable,  and  each  refolv^d 
to  make  liiitable  preparations,  France  continued  to 
fend  reinforcements  of  men,^  and  fuppUesqf  ammu- 
nition to  Quebeck,  foj;  tUa  profecution  of  her  am- 
bitious 
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bkious  projeAs;  and  the  miniftry  of  Great-Bilfain  CHAP, 
tranfmitted  fa,lutary  cautions  to  the  Governors  of  the  ^  ^}^'  m 
provinces  in  North-Anierica,  exhorting  them  to  jt^IT 
join  their  endeavours  for  repelling  the  incurfidi\s  of 
the  enetny.  Such  an  union  as  feemed  neceflaiy  for 
their  Gotnmon  prefervation  was  not  eafily  efFe^ed* 
The  different  colonies  were  divided  by  different 
¥iews  and  interefts,  both  religious  and  political; 
beiides,  every  fettletnent  was  diltraiSed  into  fa^lions, 
formed  by  the  Governor  and  the  demslgogues  of: 
the  aflembly:  ill  other  words,  an  oppolition  like 
that  in  Parliament,  and  a  continual  firuggle  between 
the  liberties  of  the  people  and  the  prerogative  of  tht 
proprietor,  whether  fovereign  or  fubjedl,  Mr.  Din- 
Widdie,  Governor  of  Virginia,  having  demanded  ^ 
certain  perquifite  for  fee  for  every  patent  he  (hould 
pafs  for  land,  the  aflembly  voted  his  demand  illegal^ , 
arbitrary,  add  oppreffive.  They  declared  that  eve^y 
man  who  paid  it  (hould  be  deemed  an  enemy  to  his 
coutitry,  and  fent  over  an  agent  to  London,  to^fo- 
licit  the  fuppreflion  of  this  impofition.  The  repre^ 
fentatives  of  the  people  in  Pcnnfylvatiia  waifted  the 
lime  in  vain  deliberations  and  violent  difputes  with 
their  proprietors,  while  the  enemy  infefted  theit 
frontiers.  The  colony  of  New- York  was  filled  with 
difcontent  and  animofity.  Sir  Danvers  Ofborne,  whq 
had  been  appointed  Governor  of  this  province,  died 
irrtmediately  after  his  arrival  at  New- York,  and  the 
inftrudlions  he  had  received  were  expofed  to  publick 
cenfare.  The  preamble  inveighed  feverely  againft 
the  want  of  duty,  allegiance,  loyalty,  and  unanimity, 
which  had  lately  appeared  fo  notorious  in  the  aflem- 
bly of  that  province,  who  had  violated  the  royal 
commiflion  and  inftruiVions,  by  aflliming  to  them- 
felves  the  power  to  difpofe  of  publick  money  in  the 
law  which  they  had  occafionally  pafled.  This  gen- 
tleman was,  therefore,  directed  to  infift  upon  the 
reformation  of  all  thofc  publick  abufes,  and  upon 
the  eftablifliment  of  a  certain  fupply  for  the  fervice 
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BOOK  of  the  government,  ^s  well  as  upon  the  feltlcment 
III.  ^  of  a  falary  for  himfelf.  Moreover,  his  Majcfty,  m 
thefe  in(lru6)ions,  (ignlfied  his  will  and  pleafure, 
That  all  money  raifed  for  the  fupply  and  fupport  of 
gQvcrnment,  or  upon  any  emergency  for  immediate  . 
fcrvice,  fhould  be  difpofed  of  and  applied  properly 
to  the  ufe  for  which  it  might  be  granted,  by  wamint 
from  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
confent  of  the  council  of  the  province,  and  no 
otherwifc :  That,  neverthelefs,  the  aflcmbly  fhould 
be  permitted,  from  time  to  time,  to  view  and  exa- 
mine the  accounts  of  money  difpofed  of,  by  virtue 
of  laws  which  they  had  enaded  :  That  if  any  mem* 
ber  of  the  council,  or  officer  holding  place  of  truft 
or  profit  within  the  government,  fhould,  in  any 
manner  whatever,  give  his  aflent  to,  or  in  any  wife 
advife  or  concur  with  the  aflembly  in  paffing  any 
a6l  or  vote,  whereby  the  royal  prerogative  might  be 
leffened  or  impaired,  or  any  money  be  raifed  or  dif- 
pofed of  for  the  publick  fervice,  contrary  to,  or  in- 
confiflent  with,  the  method  prefcribcd  by  thele  in- 
flru6lions,  the  Governor  fhould  forthwith  remove  or 
fufpend  fuch  counfellor  or  officer  fo  offending,  and 
give  an  immediate  account  of  his  proceedings  to  the 
Commiffioners  of  Trade  and  Plantations.  Tbefc 
were  peremptory  |^injun6tions,  which  plainly  proved 
that  the  miniflry  was  determined  to  fupport  the  pre- 
rogative with  a  high  hand  ;  but  it  muit  be  owned, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  abundance  of  provocation  had 
been  given,  by  the  infolent  oppofition  of  fome  tur- 
bulent individuals,  who  had  exerted  all  their  influ- 
ence in  diflurbing  and  diftreffing  the  views  and  defigns 
of  the  government.  While  the  Britifh  colonies  in 
America  were  by  thefe  divifions,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  difabled  from  making  vigorous  efforts  againft 
the  common  enemy,  the  adminiftration  at  home 
began  to  exert  itfelf  for  their  defence.  Officers  were 
appointed  for  two  regiments,  confifting  of  two  bat- 
talions each^  to  be  raifed  in  America,  and  com- 
manded 
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manded   by   Sir  William    Peppcrel  and  Governor  c  H  4  P. 
Shirley,  who  had  enjoyed  the  fame  command    in^^J[v^ 
the  laft  war,  and  a  body  of  troops  was  de  (lined  for    it^T  . 
the  fame  fervice. 

§  XXXVIII.  The  moft  remarkable  incident  that 
marked  this  year,  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  was 
the  converfion  of  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Hefle- 
Caflel,  who  had  efpoufed  the  Princefs  Mary  of  Eng- 
land. He  now  declared  himfelf  a  Roman  Catholick, 
and  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  cajoled  to  this  pro- 
feffion  by  the  promifes  of  certain  powers,  who 
flattered  his  ambition,  in  order  to  weaken  the  Pro- 
teftant  intcreft  in  Germany.  His  father,  though 
deeply  affe6ted  by  his  fon*s  apoftacy,  did  not  fail  to 
take  immediate  meafures  for  preventing  the  evil 
confequences  which  might  otherwife  have  flowed 
from  his  defection.  He  forthwith  aflembled  the 
States  of  the  Landgraviate,  in  order  to  take  fuch 
meafures  as  might  appear  neceflary  to  maintain  the 
religion,  laws,  and  conftitution  of  the  country ;  and 
the  Prince  was  laid  under  certain  reftridlions,  which 
he  did  not  find  it  an  eafy  talk  to  fet  aiide.  It  was 
enacted  that  when  the  Regency  (hould  devolve  to 
him  by  fucccflion,  he  (hould  not  have  it  in  his  power 
to  alter  the  eftablifhed  laws,  or  grant  any  church  to 
pcrfons  of  the  Roman  communion,  for  the  publick 
cxcrcife  of  their  religion  :  and  that  he  (hould  be 
excluded  from  all  (hare  in  the  education  of  his  fons, 
the  eldeft  of  whom  (hould  be  put  in  pofleffion  of  the 
country  of  Hanau  upon  his  father's  acceffion  to  the 
Regency  of  the  Landgraviate.  Thefe  refolutions 
were  guaranteed  by  the  Kings  of  Pruflia  and  Den- 
mark, by  the  Maritime  Powers,  and  the  Evangelick 
Body  of  the  Empire. 

§  XXXIX.  The  fexile  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris, 
fer  from  having  intimidated  the  other  tribunals  from 
performing  wh^t  they  apprehended  to  be  their  duty, 
fcrved  only  to  infiame  to  difcontents  of  the  people, 
*Qd  to  animate  all  the  courts  of  Juftice  to  a  full  ex* 
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BOOK  crtion  of  their  authority.  The  Chatelot  continued  to 
^^  profecutc  thofe  pricfts,  who  refufcd  the  facramcnt  to 
rjd^T  pcrfons  whofe  confcienccs  would  not  allow  them  to 
lubfcribe  to  the  bull  Unigenitus,  even  after  three  of 
their  members  were  fent  to  the  Baflilc.  The  fame 
profecutions  were  carried  on,  and  bold  remonftrances 
publiftied  by  the  Parliaments  of  Aix  and  Rouen.  In 
a  word,  the  whole  kingdom  was  filled  with,  fuch 
confufion  as  threatened  a  total  fuppreflion  of  jufticc, 
in  a  general  fpirit  of  difafFe(9ior),  and  univetial 
anarchy.  The  prelates,  meanwhile,  feemcd  to 
triumph  in  the  combuftion  they  had  raifed.  They 
entered  into  aflbciations  to  fupport  each  other  :  they 
intrigued  at  court,  and  hara(ied  the  King  with  info- 
lent  declarations,  till  he  grew  tired  of  their  proceed- 
ings, and  opened  his  eyes  to  the  fatal  confequences 
of  their  pride  and  obftinacy.  He  even  took  an  op- 
portunity of  exhorting  the  Archbiftiop  of  Paris  to 
a<5l  more  fuitably  to  the  charadier  of  a  clei^man. 
He  recalled  the  Parliament  from  exile,  and  they 
returned  in  triumph,  amidft  th.e  acclamations  of 
the  people,  who  celebrated  their  arrival  at  Paris 
with  the  moft  extravagant  demonftrations  of  joy ; 
and  the  Archbiihop,  notwithftanding  the  King's 
exprefs  dcclararion  to  the  contrary,  ftill  perfifting  in 
countenancing  the  recufant  priefts,  was  baniihed  to 
Conflans-fous-Charenton. 

§  XL.  In  Spain,  the  interefk  of  Great-Britain 
was  fo' warmly  efpoidfed,  and  fo  powerfully  fupported 
by  Mr.  Wall,  who  had  been  reiident  in  England, 
that  the  French  party,  though  countenanced  by  the 
Queen-mother,  and  fuftained  with  all  the  influence 
of  the  Marquis  de  la  Enfenada,  the  prime  minifier, 
was  totally  defeated.  The  King  being  convinccdi 
that  it  would  be  for  the  intereft  of  his  fubjedts  to 
live  on  good  terms  with  England,  and  well  apprized 
of  Enfenada's  intrigues,  ordered  the  minifter  to  be 
arretted  and  confined,  and  beftowcd  upon  Mr,  Wail 
the  bed  part  of  his    employments.     Ncvathclcft, 
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the  {Spaniards  in  the  Weft-Indies  continued  to  op-  c  H  A  P. 
prefs  the  fubjefts  of   Great-Britain,    employed  in  ^J^-^ 
catting  logwood  in  the  bay  of  Honduras ;    and  re-    \j^4^ 
prcfcntations  on  his  head  being  made  to  the  Court 
of    Madrid,   the  difpute  was  amicably  adjufted  be- 
tween Mr.  Wall  and  Sir  Benjamin  Keene,    the  Bri- 
tifh  AmbafladoT.     While  the  intereft  of  Britain  thus 
triumphed  in  Spain,  itfeemed  to  lofe  ground  at  the 
Court  of   Lifbon.      His    Portuguefe    Majefty   had 
formed  vaft  proje6ls  of  an  a6tive  commerce,   and 
even    eftabliftied   an   Eaft-India   company :    in   the 
mean  time  he  could  not  help  manifefting  his  chagrin 
at  the   great  quantities  of  gold  which  were  yeariy 
exported  from  his  dominions,  as  the  balance  due 
firom  his  fubjedis  on  EngliOi  commodiries.     In  hia 
endeavours  to  check  this  traffick,  which  he  deemed 
fo  detrimental  to  his  fubjedts,   he  inflicted  4iard{hips 
on  the  Britiih  merchants   fettled  at  Lifbon  :    fomc 
were  imprifoned  on  frivolous  pretences  :   others  de- 
prived of  their  property,   and  obliged  to  quit  the 
kingdom.     He  infixed   upon   laying  an  impofitioii 
of  two  per  cent,  on  all  the  Portuguefe  gold  that 
(hould   be  exported ;    but  the  profits  of  the  trade 
would   not  bear    fuch    an    exaction.      Meanwhile, 
there  being  a  fcarcity  of  corn  in  Portugal,  the  king-  . 
dom  was  fupplied  from  England ;    and  the  people 
having  nothing  but  gold  to  purchafe  this  neceflary 
fupply,  the  King  law  the  neceflity  of  conniving  at 
the  exportation  of  his  coin,   and  the  trade  reverted 
into  its  former  channel. 

^  XLL  On  the  fourteenth  day  of  November  the 
King  of  Great- Britain  opened  the  >  feflion  of  Parlia* 
ment  with  an  harangue,  which  intimated  nothing  of 
an  approaching  rupture.  He  faid.  That  the  gene- 
ral state  of  affairs  in  Europe  had  undergone  very 
little  alteration  (ince  their  laft  meering ;  that  he  had 
lately  received  the  ftrongeft  aflurances  from  his  good 
brother  the  King  of  Spain  of  fricndfhip  and  confi- 
dence, which  he  would  cultivate  with  harmony  and 
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BOOK  good  felth.  He  declared  his  principal  view  (hould 
^I^-  be  to  ftrengthen  the  foundation,  and  fecurc  the  dc- 
^j^  ration  of  a  general  peace ;  to  improve  the  prcfcnt 
advantages  of  it  for  promoting  the  trade  of  his  good 
fubjedts,  and  proteding  thofe  poflcffions  which  con- 
ftituted  one  great  fource  of  •'their  wealth  and  com- 
merce. Finally,  he  exhorted  them  to  complete 
their  plan  for  appropriating  the  forfeited  eftates  in 
the  Highlands  to  the  fervice  of  the  publick.  He 
probably  avoided  mentioning  the  encroachments  of 
'  France,  that  he  might  fupply  no  handle  for  debates 
on  the  addrefs,  which  was  carried  in  both  Houfes 
almoft  without  oppofition.  The  government  fccmcd 
determined  to  humble  the  infolence  of  the  French 
councils ;  and  this  difpoiition  was  fo  agreeable  to 
the  people  in  general,  that  they  grudged  no  expcncc, 
and  hearrily  concurred  with  the  demands  of  the 
miniftry. 

^  XLII.  The  Commons  granted  for  the  fervice  of 
the  enfuing  year  four  millions  feventy- three  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  twenty-nine  pounds ;  one  million 
of  that  fum  exprefsly  given  for  enabling  his  Majcfty 
to  augment  bis  forces  by  land  and  fea.  Thirty-two 
thoufand  pounds  were  allotted  as  a  fubfidy  to  the 
King  of  Poland,  and  twenty  thoufand  to  the  Elcilor 
of  Bavaria.  Thefc  gratifications  met  with  little  or 
no  pppofirion  in  the  committee  of  fupply ;  becaufe 
it  was  taken  for  granted,  that,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture, 
France  would  endeavour  to  avail  herfelf  of  her  fupc- 
riority  by  land,  by  invading  his  Britannick  Majefty's 
German  dominions  ;  and  therefore  it  might  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  fecure  the  affiftance  of  fuch  allies  on  the 
continent.  That  they  prognofticated  aright,  with 
^refpedl  to  the  deflgns  of  that  ambitious  power,  will 
ffoon  appear  in  the  courfe  of  this  hillory ;  which  will 
alfo  demonftrate  how  little  dependence  is  to  be  placed 
upon  the  profeflcd  attachment  of  fubfidiary  Princes. 
The  fupplies  were  raifed  by  the  Handing  branches  of 
the  revenue,  the  land-tax  and  malt-tax,  and  a  lottery 
9  fo^ 
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for  oncmiHion;    one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  c HAP 
it  to  be  deduced  for  the  fervice  of  the  publick,  and      ^^^ 
the  remaining  nine  hundred  thoufand  to  be  charged  ^^^^ 
on  the  produce  of  the  finking-fund^   at  the  rate  of 
three  per  cent,  per  annum,    to  commence  from  the 
fifth  day  of  January  in  ihe  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fifty-fix.    The  civil  tranfadlions  of  this 
feilion  were  confined  to  a  few  objedls.     Divers  new 
regulations  were  made  for  encouraging  and  improv- 
ing the  whale  and  white  herring  fifhery,   as  well  as 
for  finifhing  and  putting  in  a  proper  ftate  of  defence 
a  new  fort,  lately  built  at  Anamaboe  on  the  coaft  of 
Afirica. 

§  XLIII.  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Paymafter-General  of  the 
forces,  brought  in  a  bill,  which  will  ever  remain  a 
Handing  monument  of  his  humanity;  The  poor 
difabled  veterans  who  enjoyed  the  penfion  of  Chel- 
fea  hofoital,  were  fo  iniquitoully  opprefied  by  a  fet 
of  mifcreants,  who  fupplied  them  with  money  per 
advance,  at  the  mod  exorbitant  rates  of  ufury,  tnat 
many  of  them,  with  their  families,  were  in  danger 
of  ftarving ;  and  the  intention  of  gbvernment  in 
granting  fuch  a  comfortable  fubfiflence  was  in  a 
great  meafure  defeated.  Mr.  Pitt,  perceiving  that 
this  evil  originally  flowed  from  the  delay  of  the  firft 
payment,  which  the  penfioner  could  not  touch  till 
the  expiration  of  a  whole  year  after  he  had  been  put 
upon  the  lift,  removed  this  necefl[ity  of  borrowing, 
by  providing  in  the  bill,  that  half  a  year's  penfion 
fhould  be  advanced  half  a  year  before  it  is  due ;  and 
the  practice  of  ufury  was  efFe<?lually  prevented  by  a 
claufe,  enabling,  that  all  contracts  (hould  be  void 
by  which  any  penfion  might  be  mortgaged.  This 
humane  regiilation  was  unanimoufly  approved,  and 
having  pafi[ed  through  both  Houfes  with  uncommon 
expedition,  received  the  Royal  aflfent. 

§  XLIV.  Notwithftanding  the   unanimity  mani- 
fefted  by  the  Commons,   in  every  thin]g  relating  to 
the  meafures  for  adling  vigoroufly  againft  the  com- 
mon 
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BOOK  moo  enemy  of  the  nation,  they  were  remarkably 
,^J^^  difturbcd  and  divided  by  a  contcftcd  cicciion  of 
^^^^  members  for  Oxfordfliire.  In  the  courfe  of  this 
difpute,  the  ftrcngth  and  influence  of  what  they 
called  the  old  and  new  mtereft,  or,  to  fpeak  more 
intelligibly,  of  the  Torief  and  Whigs  in  that  county, 
were  fully .  difpLiyed.  The  candidates  fuftained  on 
the  (houlders  of  the  old  intereft,  were  Lord  Vif- 
count  Wcnman  and  Sir  James  Dafhwood :  their 
competitors,  whom  the  new  intereft  fupported,  and 
of  confequence  the  miniftry  countenanced,  were 
Lord  barker  and  Sir  Edward  Turner.  Never  was 
any  contention  of  this  kind  maintained  with  more 
fpirit  and  animofity,  of  carried  on  at  a  greater  ex- 
pence.  One  would  h^ve  imagined  that  each  fide 
confidered  it  as  a  difpute  which  muft  have  de^ 
termined,  whether  the  nation  fhouid  enjoy  its  ancient 
liberty,  or  tamely  fubmit  to  the  fetters  of  coftup- 
tion.  Noblemen  and  gentlemen,  clergymen  and 
ladies,  employed  all  their  talents  and  indoftry  lA 
»;Canvaffing  for  either  fide,  throughout  every  town*- 
^'ihip  and  village  in  the  county.  Scandal  emptied  her 
ft  whole  quiver  of  infinuation,  calumny,  and  lampoon ; 
I  corruption  was  not  remifs  in  promifes  and  prefents : 
'  hotifes  of  entertainment  were  opened ;  and  nothing 
vrzs  for  fome  time  to  be  feen  but  fcenes  of  tumult, 
riot,  and  intoxication.  The  revenue  of  many  an 
independent  Prince  on  the  continent  would  not  have 
been  fufKcient  to  afford  luch  fums  of  monej^  as 
were  expended  in  the  courfe  of  this  difpute*  At 
length,  they  proceeded  to  election,  and  the  IherifF 
made  a  double  return  of  all  the  four  candidates,  fo 
that  not  one  of  them  could  fit,  and  the  county  re- 
mained without  a  reprefentative  until  this  ambiguous 
affair  could  be  decided  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
About  the  middle  of  November  petitions  being  pre- 
fented  by  the  four  candidates,  as  well  as  by  the 
gentlemen,  clergy,  and  other  freeholders  of  the 
county^    complaining  of   an  undue  eledlion,    and 
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Ambk  return,   the  matter  of  thef(f  petitions  was  chap« 
heard  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfc  on  the  third  day  of  ^J^^\j 
December,    The  counfel  for  Lord   Wenman  and  ^^^^ 
Sir  James  Dalhwood  alledged^    that  they  had  the 
oaajority  of  votes  upon  the  poll^   and  this  circum- 
^ance   wad  admitted  by  the  counfel  on  the  other 
fide;    then  they   proceeded  to  prove  by  evidence, 
that,   after  clofing  the  poll,  the  Iheriff  declared  the 
ipajority  of  votes  to  be  in  favour  of  thefe  two  can- 
didates,   and  adjotirned  the  court  from  the  twenty- 
third  daty  of  April  to  the  eighth  of  May ;  fo  that  the 
fcmtiny  demanded,   and  granted  on  the  behalf  of 
Lord  Parker  and  Sir  Edward  Turner  could  not  be 
dUcuifed  before  the  laft  day  of  the  month,  when 
the   writ  was  remrnabfe ;  that  the  fcrutiny  did  not 
begin  till  the  ninth  day  of  May,  when  the  time  wai 
pfotraOed  by  difputes  about  the  manner  in  which  it 
ihouW   be  carried   on;    that  Lord  Parker  and  Sir 
Edward  Turner  were  allowed  to  objeft,  through  the 
whole  poll,  to  the  votes  on  the  other  fide,  on  pre- 
tence that  their  competitors  (hould  be  permitted  to 
infwer  thefe  objeftions,   and,  in  their  turn,  obje^ 
through  the  whole  poll  to  the  votets  for  Lord  Par- 
ker and  Sir  Edward  Turner,  who  fhould,  in  the  laft 
place,    have  kavc  to  anfwer:  that  Lord  Wenman 
and  Sir  James  Daihwood  had  difapproved  of  this 
method^  becaufe  they  apprehended  it  might  induce 
iheir  competitors  to  make  fuch  a  number  of  frivo- 
lous objedions,    that  they  fliould  not  have  time  to 
anfwer  one  half  of  them,  much  lefs  to  make  objec- 
tions of  their  own  before   the  writ  (hould  be  re- 
turned :    that  they  forefaw  fuch  a  number  of  frivo- 
lous objcdlions  were  made,  as  engrofl^ed  the  attention 
of  the  court  tiH  the  twenty-feventh  day  of  May ;  fo 
that  they  could  not  begin  to  anfwer  any   of  thefe 
objeiftions  till  the  twenty-eighth  ;  and  on  the  thirti- 
eth  the  IherifF,  having  clofcd  the  fcrutiny,  made  the 
double   return.     The   proof    being   exhibited,   the 
counfel  infilled,  that,  as  they  had  eflablifticd  a  ma- 
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BOOK  jority  on  the  poll,  and  demonflnited  that  this  ma^ 
s^^]Lj  jority  neither  was  nor  could  be  overthrown  by  fuch 
^7^^  an  unfinifhed  fcrutiny,  it  was  incumbent  on  the 
other  fide  to  proceed  upon  the  merits  of  the  election, 
by  endeavouring  to  overthrow  that  majority  of 
which  their  clients  were  in  pofleffion.  A  queftion 
in  the  Houfe  being  carried  to  the  fame  purpofe, 
Lord  Wenman  and  Sir  James  Dafhwood  objccfted 
to  five  hundred  and  thirty  voters  on  the  other  fide, 
whom  they  propofed  to  difqualify.  Their  counfd 
examined  feveral  witnefles,  to  prove  the  partiality 
of  the  (herifF  in  favour  of  Lord  Parker^and  Sir  Ed- 
ward Turner,  and  to  deteft  thefe  candidates,  in  the 
pra6lice  of  bribery  ;  for  which  purpofe  they  produc- 
ed a  letter  in  their  own  hand-writing.  They  after- 
wards proceeded  to  difqualify  particular  voters,  and 
fummed  up  their  evidence  on  the  twenty-firft  day  of 
An.  17*5-  J^^^^^Y'  Then  the  counfel  for  the  other  fide  began 
to  refute  the  charge  fof  partiality  and  corruption ; 
and  to  anfwer  the  objections  that  had  been  made  to 
particular  voters.  They  produced  evidence  to 
prove,  that  cuftomary  freeholders,  or  cuftomary  hold- 
ings, had  voted  at  eledtions  in  the  counties  of 
Glamorgan,  Monmouth,  Gloucelter,  Wells,  and 
Hereford ;  and  that  the  cuflomary  tenants  of  the 
manor  of  Woodflock,  in  Oxfordfhircj  had  been  re- 
puted capable  of  voting,  and  even  voted  at  elec- 
tions for  that  county.  In  a  word,  they  continued  to 
examine  evidences,  argue  and  refute,  prove  and  dif- 
prove,  until  the  twenty-third  day  of  April,  when, 
after  fome  warm  debates  and  divifions  in  the  Houfe, 
Lord  Parker  and  Sir  Edward  Turner  were  declared 
duly  eleded  ;  and  the  clerk  of  the  crown  was  ordered 
to  amend  the  return,  by  erafing  the  names  of  Lord 
Wenman  and  Sir  James  Dafhwood.  Many,  who 
prefumed  to  think  for  themfelves,  without  recollect- 
ing the  power  and  influence  of  the  adminiflrarion, 
were  aflonifhed  at  the  ifTuc  of  this  difpute  ;  which, 
however^  might  have  cafily  been  forcfeen  ;  inafmuch 
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as,  during  the  courfe  of  the  proceedings  moft,    if  CHAP, 
not  all,  of  the  many  queftions  debated  in  the  Houfc  ^   ^^-  ^ 
were  determined  by  a  great  majority  in  favour  of  the     1755. 
new  intereil.     A  great  number  of  copy-holders  had 
been   admitted   to   vote  at   this   election,    and  the 
(hcriff  incurred  no  cenfure  for  allowing  them  to  take 
the   oath  appointed  by  law   to   be  taken  by  free- 
holders :     neverthelefs,     the     Commons     carefully 
avoided  determining  the  queftion,  Whether  copy- 
holders poflefled  of  the  yeariy  value  of  forty  fhillings, 
dear  of  all  deductions,   have  not  a  right  to  vote  for 
knights  to  reprefent  the  fhire  within   which   their 
copy- hold  eftates  are  fituated  ?     This  point  being 
left  doubtful  by  the  legiflature,    puts  it  often  in  the 
power  of  the  (heriff  to  return  which  of  the  candidates 
he  pleafes   to  fupport ;    for  if  the  majority  of  the 
voring  copy-holders  >adheres  to  the  intereft  of  his 
favourites,  he  will  admit  their  votes   both  on  the 
poll  and  thefcrutiny  ;  whereas,  fhould  theybeother* 
wife  difpofed,    he  will  reject   them  as  unqualified. 
What  efFedl  this  practice  may  have  upon  the  inde- 
pendency of  Parliament  every  pcrfon  muft  perceive 
who  reflecSls,   that  in  almoft  all  the  counties  of  Eng- 
land the  High  Sheriffs  are  annually  appointed  by  the 
minifter  for  the  time  being. 

§  XLV.  The  attenrion  of  the  legiflature  was 
chiefly  turned  upon  the  condu6l  of  France,  which 
preferved  no  medium,  but  feemed  intent  upon  ftrik- 
ing  fome  important  blow,  that  might  ferve  as  a 
declaration  of  war.  At  Breft,  and  other  ports  in 
that  kingdom,  the  French  were  employed  in  equip- 
ping a  powerful  armament,  and  made  no  fcruple  to 
own  it  was  intended  for  North-America.  Towards 
the  latter  end  of  March  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  Se- 
cretary of  State^  brought  a  mefl[age  from  the  King 
to  the  Parliament,  intimaring,  that  his  Majefty 
having  at  the  beginning  of   the  fefl[ion  declared  his 

f)rincipal  objedl  was  to  preferve  the  publick  tranquil- 
ity, and  at  the  fame  rime  to  protedl  thofe  pofleflions 
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^^jP^which  conftitute  one  great  fourcc  of  the  amunerce 
\w.^^  and  wealth  of  bis  kingdoms,  he  now  found  it  necef- 
n^6.    fary  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of   Comnu)ns,  that  the 
prefenl  iituation  of  affairs  made  it  requifite  to  aug- 
ment his  fv^rces  by  fea  and  land,    and  to  take  fuch 
other  meafures  as  might  bed  tend  to  preferve  the 
general   peace  of   Europe,    and  to  fecur^  the  juft 
rights  and  poflcflions  of  his  crown  in  America,  as 
well  as  to  repel  any  attempts  whatfoever  that  might 
be  made  to  fupport  or  countenance  any  defigns  which 
Ihould  be  formed  againft  his  Majefty  and  his  king* 
doms ;    and  his  Majefty  doubted  not  but  his  faithful 
Commons,    on  whofe  afFe^lion  and  zeal  he  entirely 
relied,  would  enable  him  to  make. fuch  augmenta- 
tions,   and  to  take  fuch  meafures  for  fupporting  the 
honour  of  his  crown,   and  the  true  intereft  of  his 
people,  and  for  the  fecurity  of  his  dominions  in  the 
prefent  critical   conjun<Sture,    as  the    exigency    of 
affairs  might  require;   in  doing  which  his  Majefty 
would  have  as  much  regard  to  the  eafe  of  his  good 
fubje<5ls  as  fhould  be  confiftent  with  their  fafcty  and 
welfare.     In  anfwer  to  this  me/Iage  a  very  warai  and 
afFe6lionate  addrefs  was  prefented  to  his  Majefty; 
and  it  was  on  this  occaiion  that  the   million  wa$ 
granted  for  augmenting  his  forces  by  fea  and  land  *. 
The  Court  of  Verfailles,    notwithftanding  the  affi- 
duity   and   difpatch    which  they  were  exerting  in> 
equipping  armaments,    and  embarking  troops,  for 
the  fupport  of  their  ambitious  fchemes  in  America, 

•  The  ministry  haviiig  resolved *to  send  a  body  of  forces  to  Ame- 
rica, to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  provincial  troops  raised  on  thai 
continent,  it  became  necessary  thai  the  mutiny  act  should  be  rendered 
more  clear  and  extensive.  When  this  bill,  tiiereibre,  fell  under  cod- 
lideration,  it  was  improved  with  a  new  clause,  providing,  •«  That  afl 
•'  officers  and  soldiers  of  any  troops  bein^  mustered  and  in  pay,  ^hidl 
*'  are  or  shall  be  raised  in  any  of  the  British  provinces  in  Aoieiica,  jby 
*•  authority  of  the  resjiective  governors  or  governments  tlicreof,  shall^ 
*'  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  when  they  happen  to  ioln  or  act  in 
*'  conjunction  with  his  Majesty's  llritish  forces,  be  liable  to  martial 
"  law  and  discipliue,  in  like  jnann^,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  at 
"  tSx".  British  forces  tire ;  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  Same  trial,  pe- 
*'  nalties,  and  punishment.** 
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•  :ftill  continued  to  amufe   the  Britlfli  miniftry  withCHAP. 
general  declarations,  that  no  hoftility  was  intended,  ^  ^^^'  j 

.  jior  the  lead  infringement  of  the  treaty.  1766 

§  XLVL  The  Earl  of   Albemarle,    the  EngliOi 

.  Ambaflador  at  paris^  having  lately  died  in  that  city, 
thefe  ajlurances  were  communicated  to  the  Court  of 
Liondon  by  the  Marquis  de  Mirepoix,  who  refided 
in  England  with  the  lame  charader,  which  he  had 
fupported  fince  his  firft  arrival  with  equal  honour  and 
ppUtenefs.  On  this  occafion  he  himfelf  was  fo  far 
impofed  upon  by  the  inftrudlions  he  had  received, 
.that  he  beHeved  the  profeflions  of  his  court  were 
lincere,  aud  ferioufly  endeavoured  to  prevent  a  rup- 
ture between  the  two  nations*  At  length,  however, 
their  preparations  were  fo  notorious  that  he  began  to 
fufpedl  the  confequence;  and  the  Engliih  miniftry 
produced  fuch  proofs  of  their  infincerity  and  double 
dealing,  that  he  feemed  to  be  llruck  with  adonifh- 
ment  and  chagrin.  He  repaired  to  France,  and 
upbraided  the  miniftry  of  Verfaiiles  for  having  made 
him  the  tool  of  their  difftmulation.  Tliey  referred 
him  to  the  King,  who  ordered  him  to  return  to 
Loncjon,  with  frelh  aftbrances  of  his  pacifick  inten- 
tions :  but  his  pra<^lice  agreed  fo  ill  with  his  profef- 
fions,  that  the  Amballador  had  fcarce  obtained  an 
audience  to  communicate  them,  when  undoubted 
intelligence  arrived,  that  a  powerful  armament  was 
ready  to  fail  from  Breft  and  Rochcfort.  The  go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain,  roufed  by  this  infor- 
mation, immediataly  took  the  nioft  expeditious  me- 
thods for  equipping  a  fquadron;  and  towards  the 
latter  end  of  April,  Admiral  Bofcawen  failed  with 
eleven  fliips  of  the  line  and  one  frigate,  having  on 
board  a  confiderable  number  of  land-forces,  to 
attend  the  motions  of  the  enemy  :  but  more  certain 
and  particular  intelligence  arriving  foon  after,  touch- 
ing the  ftrength  of  the  French  fleet,  which  confifted 
of  twenty-five  ftiips  of  the  line,  befides  frigates  and 
Iranfports,  with  a  gre^t  quantity  of  warlike  tiores, 
rph.  III.  F  F  and 
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BOOK  and  four  thouland  regular  troops,  commianded  bjr 
y^liy  the  Baron  Diclkau,  Admiral  Holbourne  was  de- 
^^5^  tached  with  fix  fliips  of  the  line,  and  one  frigate,  to 
reinforce  Mr.  Bofcawen ;  and  a  great  number  of 
capital  fhips  were  put  in  commiffion.  In  the  begia- 
ning  of  May  the  French  fleet,  commanded  by  Mr. 
Macnaniara,  an  officer  of  Irifh  extradlion,  failed 
from  Breft,  direding  his  courfe  to  North- America : 
but,  after  having  proceeded  beyond  the  chops  of  the 
Englifli  Channel,  he  returned  with  nine  of  the 
capital  fhips,  while  the  the  reft  of  the  armament  con- 
tinued their  courfe,  under  the  diredlion  of  M.  Bois 
delaMothe. 

§  XLVII.  On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April  the 
King  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  where,  after 
•giving  the  Royal  aflent  to  the  bills  then  depending ; 
for  granting  a  certain  fum  out  of  the  finking-fund, 
for  the  relief  of  infolvent  debtors,  for  the  better 
regulation  of  marine  forces  on  fhore,  for  the 
better  raifing  of  marines  and  feamen,  and  to  feveral 
other  publick  and  private  bills  :  his  Majefl^^y  put  an 
end  to  the  feflion  of  Parliament  by  a  fpeech,  in 
which  he  acquainted  the  two  Hdufes,  That  the  zeal 
they  had  fhown  for  fupporting  the  honour,  rights, 
and  pofTeflions  of  his  crown,  had  afforded  him  the 
greateft  fatisfa6tion  :  That  his  defire  to  prefcrve  the 
-publick  tranquillity  had  been  fincere  and  uniform: 
That  he  had  religioufly  adhered  to  the  ftipulations 
of  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  and^made  it  bis 
care  not  to  injure  or  offend  any  power  whatfoevcr; 
'  but  that  he  never  could  entertain  a  -thought  of 
.purchafing  the  name  of  peace  at  the  expcnce  of 
fuffering  encroachments  upon,  or  of  yielding  up, 
what  juftly  belonged  to  Great-Britain,  either  by 
ancient  pofl^efllon  or  by  folemn  treaties:  That  the 
vigour  and  firmnefs  of  his  Parliament,  on  this  im- 
portant occafion,  had  enabled  him  to  be  prepared 
for  fuch  contingencies  as  might  happen :  That,  if 
rcafonable  and  honourable  terms  of  accommodation 
-    '  <x)uld 
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could  be  agreed  upon,  he  would  be  fatisfi^d,   and,  chap. 
at  all  events,   rely  pn  the  juftice  of  his  caufe,    the  y^h^ 
efFe<3ual  fuppoit  of  his  people,    and  the  protedlion     itsTT 
of  DWine  Providence.     The  P^liament  was  then 
prorogued  to  the  twcnty-fcventh  of  May. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

§  I.  Preparations  for  war.  %  II.  Earl  Pauleys  «to- 
t'ton  againft  the  King's  going  to  Hanover.  %  IIL 
Regency  appointed  during  his  Majejiys  abfence. 
^  IV.  Bofcawens  expedition.  Alcide  mid  Rys  taken. 
4  V.  French  Amhajfadar  recalled.  §  Vf .  Thur 
trade  greatly  diftrejfed.  ^  VII.  Affairs  of  the  Eng^ 
lijh  in  America.  Col.  Monckton  takes  Beau-f^our. 
^  VIIL  General  BraddocKs  unfortunate  expedition. 
§  IX.  He  falls  into  an  amhufcade;  is  defeat ed^  and 
killed.  §  X.  Difagreement  between  the  Governor  and 
Affcmhly  ofPennJylvanta.  $  XI.  Expedition  agMtfi 
Crown-Point  and  Niagara  refolved  on.  ^  XII. 
Gen.  Johnfon  encamps  at  Lake  George.  §  XIII. 
Hliere  he  is  attacked  by  the  French,  who  are  emtirefy 
defeated.  §  XIV.  Bravery  of  Captain  M^Gimus. 
\y%N.  Gen.  Johnfon  created  a  Baronet.  ^  XVI. 
Defcription  of  Fort  OJwego  and  Lake  Ontario. 
$  XVII.  Nefrha  of  the  Englifh,  innot  fortifying  it. 
^  XVIII.  Expedition  again/i  Niagara.  %  XIX. 
Gen.  Shirley  returns  to  Albany.  End  of  the  cam- 
paign in  America.  %  XX.  Fruitlefs  intrigues  of  the 
French  in  Spain  and  Germany.  ^  XXI.  Treaty  of 
the  King  of  Great-Britain  with  the  Landgrave  of 
Heffe-Caffel.  §  XXII.  News  of  the  capture  of  the 
Alcide  and  Lys  reaches  Englami.  §  XXIII.  The 
King  returns  from  Hanover y  and  concludes  a  treaty 
with  Rujfia.  ^  XXIV.  Declaration  of  the  French 
miniflry  at  the  Court  of  Vienna.  §  XXV.  Spirited 
declaration  of  the  King  of  Fruffta.  §  XXVL  The 
French  make  another  un/icccefsful  attempt  upon  the 
Court  of  Spain.  §  XXVII.  The  Impersai  Court  rr- 
fufes  auxiliaries  to  England.  ^  XXVlII.  The  French 
take  the  Blandford  man  of  war^  but  return  it. 
^  XXIX.  State  of  the  Englijh  and  French  natives. 
^  XXX.  SeJJion  opened.  ^  XXXI.  Remarkable 
addreffes  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,     k  XXXII. 
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ITis  Majeftysan/wer.  ^  HXXIU.  j^l/erafionsin 
the  mmftry.  Mr.  Fox  made  Secretary  of  State. 
^  XXXIV.  Supplies  voted.  &^XXXV.  Earth- 
quake  at  Li/bon.  ^  XXXVI.  Relief  voted  by  Par^ 
liament  to  the  Portugufe.  §  XXXVII.  Troops^ 
&e.  voted.  §  XXaVIII.  Mutiny  billy  martney 
and  mariners  a6h  continued.  §  XXXIX.  A£l  for 
raifing  a  regiment  of  foot  in  North-America.  §  XL. 
Maritime  laws  of  England  extetided  to  America. 
^  XLI.  Quiet  of  Ireland  reftored.  §  XLII.  Treaty 
concluded  with  PruJJia.  §  XLIII.  New  militia  btll 
paffed  by  the  Commons^  but  rejeSled  by  the  Lords. 
^XUV.SeJ/ionclofcd. 

§  I.  T\^HILST  all  Europe  was  in  fufpcnfe  about  CHAP. 
^  ^  the  fate  of  the  Englifli  and  French  fqua-  ^J^ 
drons,  preparations  for  a  vigorous  fea  war  were  vjd^T 
going  forward  in  England  with  an  unparalleled  fpirit 
and  fuccefs.  Still  the  French  Court  flattered  itfelf 
that  Great- Britain,  out  of  tendernefs  to  his  Majefty's 
German  dominions,  would  abftain  from  hoftilities. 
Mircpoix  continued  to  have  frequent  conferences 
with  the  Bririili  miniftry  who  made  no  fecret  that, 
their  Admirals,  particularly  Bofcawen,  had  orders 
to  attack  the  French  (hips  wherever  they  (hould 
meet  them  ;  on  the  other  hand,  Monf.  de  Mirepoix 
declared,  That  his  mailer  would  confider  the  firft 
gun  fired  at  fea  in  an  hoilile  manner  as  a  declaration 
of  war.  This  menace,  far  from  intimidating  the 
Englifh^  animated  them  to  redouble  their  prepara^ 
tions  for  war.  The  prefs  for  feamen  was  carried  on 
with  extraordinary  vigour  in  all  parts  of  this  king- 
dom, as  well  as  in  Ireland ;  and  great  premiums 
were  giv*i  not  only  by  the  government,  but  alfo, 
over  and  above  his  Majefty  s  bounty,  by  almoft  all 
the  confiderable  ciries  and  towns  in  England,  to 
foch  as  (hould  inlift  voluntarily  for  failors  or  foldiers. 
Other  branches  of  the  publick  fervice  went  on  with 
"equal  alacrity :  and  fuch  was  the  eagernefs  of  the 
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BOOK  people  to  lend  their  money  to  the  gotermnent,  Aat 
,^^^inftead  of   one  million,  which  was  to.  be  raifed  by 
^^5^  way  of   lottery,  three  millions  eight  hundred  and 
eighty  thoufand   pounds  were  fuUcribed  immedi- 
ately. 

§  IL  The  fituation  of  affairs  requiring  his  Ma- 
jcfty  to  go  to  Germany  thb  fummer,  great  apprc- 
henfions  arofe  in  the  minds  of  many,  left  the  French 
(hould  either  intercept  him  in  his  joufney,  or  pre- 
vent his  return.  Earl  Paulet  had  made  a  motion  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  humbly  to  reprefent  to  his 
^lajefty,  '*  That  it  was  an  article  in  the  original 
z&  of  fettlement  by  which  the  fucceffion  of  thcfc 
kingdoms  devolved  to  his  ele6loral  houfe,  that  the 
King  (hould  not  go  to  his  foreign  dominioils  without 
the  confent  of  Parliament;  and  that  this  was  a 
principal  article  in  the  compa6l  between  the  crown 
and  the  people :  That  though  this  anicle  was  re- 
pealed in  the  late  reign,  yet,  till  of  kte,  it  had 
always  been  the  cuftom  for  bis  Majefty  to  acquaint 
the  Parliament  with  his  intended  departure  to  bb 
German  dominions,  both  in  regard  to  the  true  fcnfe 
and  fpirit  of  the  adt  that  placed  him  on  the  throne, 
as  well  as  for  the  paternal  kindnefs  of  his  royal  heart, 
and  the  condefcenfion  he  had  been  fo  good  to  (how 
to  his  Parliament  on  all  occailons ;  but  that  bis  Ma- 
jefty's  declaration  of  his  defign  to  vifit  his  ele6loral 
eftates  had  always  come  on  the  la(l  day  of  a  fe(]ion, 
when  it  was  too  late  for  the  great  conftitutional  coun- 
cil of  the  crown  to  offer  fuch  advice  as  might  other- 
wife  have  been  expedient  and  ncceflary  :  That  bis 
Majefty's  leaving  his  kingdoms  in  a  conjuncBure  b 
pregnant  with  diftrefs,  fo  denunciative  of  danger, 
wx>uld  not  only  give  the  greateft  advantage  to  fucfa 
as  might  be  difpofed  to  ftir  up  difaAediion  and  dit 
content,  and  to  the  conftitutional  and  national  enb- 
mics  of  England;  but  would  alfo  fill  his  loyal  i^ 
jc6ls  with  the  moft  affcdtih^  concern,  and  moft 
4^oomy  fears;^  as  well  fior  their  own  fafety,  as  for  that 
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of  their  Sovereign,  whofc  invaluable  life,  at  all  titnei^CHAP 
of  the  utnaoft  confcquence  to  his  people,  was  then  ^  ^^'^j 
infinitely  fo,  by  reafon  of  his  great  experience,  the     1755. 
ufFedlion  of  every  one  to  his  royal  perfon,  and  the 
niinority  of  the  heir  apparent."     Such  was  the  pur- 
port of  this  motion ;  but  it  was  not  feconded  by  any 
of  the  other  lords, 

§  III.  The  general  uneafinefs,  on  account  of  his 
M^jefty's  departure,  was  greatly  increafed  by  an 
apprehenfion  that  there  would,  during  his  abfence, 
be  no  good  agreement  amongft  the  Regency,  which 
eonfilted  of  the  following  pcrfons :  his  Royal  High- 
Befs  William  Duke  of  Cuniberland,;  Thomas  Lord 
Archbiihop  of  Canterbury ;  Philip  Earl  of  Hard- 
wick,,  Lord  High  Chancellor ;  Johp  Earl  of 
Granville,  Prefident  of  the  Council ;  Charles  Duke. 
erf  Marlborough,  Lord  Privy-Seal ;  John  Duke  of 
Rutland,  Steward  of  the  Houfehold  ;  Charles  Duke 
of  Grafton,  Lord  Chamberlain ;  Archibald  Duke 
<?f  Argyle ;  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  Firft  Com- 
miflioner  of  the  Treafury  ;  the  Duke  of  Dorfet, 
Mafier  of  the  Horfe ;  the  Earl  of  Holdernefle,  one 
q(  the  Secretaries  of  State ;  the  Earl  6(  Rochforxi, 
Groom  of  the  Stole ;  the  Marquis  of  Harrington, 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland;  Lord  Anfon,  Firft 
Commiffioner  of  the  Admiralty  ;  Sir  Thomas  Ro-r 
hinfon,  Secretary  of  State ;  and  Henry  Fox,  Efq» 
Secretary  at  War.  His  Ivfejefty  fet  out  from  St. 
James's  on  the  twentyreighth  of  April  early  io  the 
morning,  embarked  at  Harwich  in  the  afternoon^ 
landed  the  next  day  at  Helvoctfluys,  and  arrived  af 
Hanover  on  the  fecond  of  May. 

^  IV.  Admiral  Bofcawen  with  eleven  fhips  oC 
the  line  and  a  frigate,  having  taken  o{\  board  two 
regiments  at  Plymouth,  failed  from  thence  on  the 
twenty- feyenth  of  April  for  the  banks  of  Newfou»dr 
)and,  and  ia  a  few  days  after  his  arrival  there,  the 
Frtacb  fleet  from  Breft  came  to  the  fame  ftation, 
'  iwd^  the  con^mand  of  E,  Bois  dc  la  Mothc.    But 
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B  o  o  K  the  thick  fogs  which  prevail  upon  thefc  coafts,  e(pc-  • 
,.  ^^^j  cially  at  that  time  of  the  year,  kept  the  two  anna* 
1755.  mcnts  from  feeing  each  other;  and  part  of  the 
French  fquadron  cfcaped  up  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
whilfl  another  part  of  them  went  round,  and  got 
into  the  fame  river,  through  the  Straits  of  Belleifle, 
by  a  way  which  was  never  known  to  be  attempted^ 
before  by  (hips  of  the  hne.  However,  whilft  the 
EngUfh  fleet  lay  ofF  Cape  Race,  which  is  the  foutfa- 
crnmoft  point  of  Newfoundland,  and  was  thought  to 
be  the  moft  proper  flt^ation  for  intercepting  the 
enemy,  two  French  fliips,  the  Alcide,  of  fixty-fbur 
guns,  and  four  hundred  and  eighty  men,  and  the 
Lys  pierced  for  fifty-four  guns,  but  mounting  only 
twenty-two,  having  eight  companies  of  land-forces 
on  board,  being  feparated  from  the  reft  of  their  fleet 
in  the  fog,  fell  in  with  the  Dunkirk,  Captain  Howe, 
and  ihc  Defiance,  Captain  Andrews,  two  (ixty-gun 
Ihips  of  the  Englifh  fquadron;  and  after  a  fmart 
engagement  which  lailed  fomc  hours,  and  in  which 
Captain  (aftenvards  Lord)  Howe  behaved  with  the 
grcateft  flcill  and  intrepidity,  were  both  taken,  with 
feveral  confiderable  officers  and  engineers,  and  about 
eight  thoufand  pounds  in  money.  Though  the  cap- 
ture of  thcfe  ihips,  from  which  the  commencement 
of  the  war  may  in  facft  be  dated,  fell  greatly  fhort  of 
what  was  hoped  for  from  this  expedition ;  yet, 
when  the  news  of  it  reached  England,  it  was  of 
infinite  fervice  to  the  publick  credit  of  every  kind, 
and  animated  the  whole  nation,  who  now  faw  plain- 
ly that  the  gov.ernment  was  determined  to  keep  no 
further  meafures  with  the  French,  but  juftly  to  repel 
force  by  force,  and  put  a  ftop  to  their  fending  more 
men  and  arms  to  invade  the  property  of  the  £ngUOi 
in  America,  as  they  had  hitherto  done  with  impu- 
nit}\  The  French,  who  for  fome  time,  did  not 
even  attempt  to  make  reprifals  on  our  (hippingi 
would  gkdly  have  chofen  ^o-  avoid  a  war  at  that 
\itti^,  and  to  have  continued   extending    their  en- 

croachment5 


Digitized 


by  Google 


GEORGE   II.  441 

croachments  on  our  fettlements,  till  they  had  exe-  CHAP, 
cuted  their  grand  plan  of  fecuring  a  communication  ^   ^^'  ^ 
firom  the  Mifliffippi  to  Canada,  by  a  line  of  forts,     1755. 
many  of  which  they  had  already  eredled. 

^  V.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  news  of  this  aftion 
at  Paris^  the  French  Ambaflador,  M.  de  Mirepoix 
was  recalled  from  London,  and  M.  de  Buflj^  frotn 
Hanover,  where  he  had  juft  arrived,  to  attend  the 
King  of  England  in  a  publick  chara6ler.  They 
complained  loudly  of  Bafcawen's  attacking  the  fhips, 
as  a  breach  of  national  faith :  but  it  was  juftly  retorted 
on  the  part  of  England,  that  their  encroachments 
in  America  had  rendered  reprifals  both  juftifiable 
and  neceflary.  The  refolution  of  making  them  was 
the  effect  of  mature  deliberation  in  the  Englifh 
council.  Ihe  vaft  increafe  of  the  French  marine  of 
late  years,  which  in  all  probability  would  foon  be 
employed  againft  Great-Britain,  occafioned  an  order 
for  making  reprifals  general  in  Europe^'  as  well  as  in 
America  ;  and  that  all  French  fliips,  whether  out- 
ward or  homeward  bound,  ihould  be  flopped,  and 
brought  into  Britifh  ports.  To  give  the  greater 
weight  to  thefe  orders,  it  was  refolved  to  fend  out 
thofe  Admirals  who  had  diftinguiChed  themfelves 
moft  towards  the  end  of  the  laft  war.  Accordingly 
on  the  twenty-firft  of  July,  Sir  Edward  Hawke 
failed  on  a  cruize  to  the  weftward,  with  eighteen 
fhips  of  the  line,  a  frigate,  and  a  floop ;  but,  not 
meeting  with  the  French  fleet,  thefe  fhips  returned 
to  England  about  the  latter  end  of  September  and 
the  beginning  of  06\ober ;  on  the  fourteenth  of  which 
laft  month  another  fleet  confifting  of  twenty-two 
(liips  of  the  line,  two  frigates  and  two  floops,  failed 
agaia  on  a  cruize  to  the  weftward  under  Adniiral 
Byng,  in  hopes  of  intercepting  the  French  fquadron 
unddr  Duguay,  and  likewife  that  commanded  by  La 
Mothc,  in  cafe  of  its  return  from  America.  But 
this  fl^ct  likewife  returned  to  Spithead  on  the  twenty* 
ieeond  of  November,  without  having  been  able  to 
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RO'OK  tSk6i  any  thing,  though  it  was  allowed  by  s^l,  diot 
^  ^^J'  ^  the  Admiral  had  adlcd  judicioufly  in  the  choice  id 
i7i5.    his  ftations. 

^  VI.  While  thcfe  meafiiros  were  purfued,  ftjr 
the  general  fecurity  of  the  Britiih  coafts  and  trade 
in  Europe,  feveral  new  (hips  of  war  were  begun,  and 
finifhed  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  in  his  M^^ty*f 
docks:  twelve  frigates  or  iloops,  contradl^  for 
in  private  yards  were  completed  by  the  nionth  of 
Auguft ;  and  twenty-four  fhips  and  twelve  coUiefs 
were  then  taken  into  the  fervice  of  the  government^ 
to  be  fitted  out  as  veflels  of  war,  to  carry  tweniyi 
guns  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  oku  each.  la 
ihe  mean  time  the  French  trade  was  fo  anaoyed  by 
the  Jbinglifli  cruizcrs,  that  before  the  end  of  this  yeai 
three  hundred  of  their  merchant  fhips,  many  of 
which,  from  St.  Domingo  and  Martinieo,  weie 
extremely  rich,  and  eight  thouland  of  their  £ulors, 
were  brought  into  Englifh  pons.  By  tbefe  captures 
the  Britifh  miniftry  anfwered  many  purpofes  :  they 
deprived  the  French  of  a  great  body  of  feaineo, 
and  with-held  from  them  a  very  lai^e  property,  the 
want  of  which  greatly  diftreflcd  their  people  and 
ruined  many  of  their  traders.  Their  outward-bound 
merchant  (hips  were  infured  at  the  rate  of  thirty  pet 
cent,  whilft  th?  Englifh  paid  no  more  than  the  con^- 
mon  infurance.  This  intolerable  burthen  was  fek 
by  all  degrees  of  people  anfiongfl  them  :  their  inini- 
iiry  was  publickly  reviled,  even  by  their  Parliii* 
nicnts:  and  the  French  name,  from  being  the  tci* 
ror,  began  to  be  the  contempt  of  Europe.  Tbeir 
Vineafinefs  was  aUo  not  a  little  heightened  by  new 
broils  between  their  King  and  the  Parli|inncnt  of 
Paris,  occafioned.by  the  obftinacy  of  *the  clergy  of 
that  kingdom,  who  feemed  determined  to  fup^olt 
fhe  church,  in  all  events,  againft  the  fecular  ifi^ 
bunals,  and  as  much  as  poiiible,  to  enforce  the  ob^ 
fervance  of   the  bull  Unigenitus^  which  had  iong 
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b^n  the  occafion  <rf  fa  many  difputcs  among  tliem.   chap. 
However,  the  Parliament  continuing  firm,  and  the       ^^' 
French  King  approving  of  its  condud,  the  eccle-     7^5^ 
fiafticks  thought  proper  to  fubnuit  for  the  prefent ; 
and^fi  their  general  aflembly  this  year  granted  him 
a  free  gift  of  fixteen  millions  of   livres,  which  he 
demanded  of  them — a  greater  fum  than  they  had 
ever  given  before,  even  in  time  of  war, 

^  VII.  In  the  beginning  of  this  year  the  aflembly 
of  MaflachuflTett's  Bay  in  New-England  pafled  an 
a^,  prohibiting  all  correfpondcncc  with  the  French 
at  Louifbourg ;  and  early  in  the  fpring   they  raifed 
^  body  of  troops,  which  was  tranfported  to  .Nova- 
Scotia,  to  affift  Lieutenant-Governor  Laurence    in 
driving  the   French   from  the  encroachments  they 
had  made   upon  that  province.     Accordingly,  to- 
wards the  end  of  May,  the  Governor  fcnt  a  large 
detachment  of  troops,  under  the  Command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Monckton,  upon  this  fervice;  and 
three  frigates  and  a  floop  were  difpatched  up  the 
bay  of  Fundy,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Rous, 
to  give  their  afliftance  by  fea.     The  troops,  upon 
their  arrival  at  the  river  Maflagualh,  found  the  pal- 
(age  ftopped  by  a  large  number  of  reguiar  forces, 
rebel  neutrals,  or  Acadians,  and  Indians,  fourbun-- 
dred  and    fifty  of  whom  occupied  a  block-houfe, 
with  cannon  itaounted  on  their  lidc  of  the  river ;  and 
the  reft  were  pofted  within  a  firong  breaft-work   of 
timber,  thrown  up  by  way  of  outwork  to  the  block- 
houfe.     The  Englifti  plovjricials  attacked  this  place 
wkh  fuch  fpifit,  that  the  enemy  were  obliged  to  iiy, 
and  leav4  th^m  in  poileffiotn  of  the  breaft  work:  then 
the  gaurilbn  in.  the  block-houfe  deferted  it,  and  left 
the  paflagc  Off  the  river  free.     P^pom  thence  Colonel 
Monckton  advanced  to  the  French  fott  of  Beau- 
fejour,  which  he  inverted,  as  far  at  leaftas  thelmall 
mimber  of  his  troops  would  permit,  on  the  twelfth 
of  June;  and  after  four  days  bombardment  obligctl 
it  to  furreader^  tliQugh'  the  Freoch  hadtwcmy-Ux 

pieces 


Digitized 


by  Google 


444  HISTORiF  OF  ENGLAND. 

BOOK  pieces  of  caf>non  mounted  and  plenty  of  ammooi- 
^^y  J  tion,  iand  the  Englifh  had  not  yet  placed  a  fingk 
17^3,  cannon  upon  their  batteries.  The  garrifon  was  fcnt 
to  Louifbourg,  on  condition  of  not  bearing  araas 
in  America  for  the  fpace  of  fix  months  ;  and  the 
Acadians,  who  had  joined  the  French,  were  par- 
doped,  in  consideration  of  their  having  been  forced 
into  that  fervicc.  Colonel  Monckton,  after  put- 
ting a  garrifon  into  this  place,  and  changing  its 
name  to  tha;t  of  Cumberland,  the  next  day  attacked 
and  reduced  the  other  French  fort  upon  the  river 
Gafpereau  which  runs  into  Bay  Verte;  where  he 
likewife  found  a  large  quantity  of  proviiions  and 
fiores  of  all  kinds,  that  being  the  chief  magazioe 
for  fuppiying  the  French  Indians  and  Acadians  iiiith 
arms,  ammunition,  and  other  neceflaries.  Hetheo 
difarmed  thefe  laft,  to  the  number  of  fifteen  thoa- 
fand ;  and  in  the  mean  rime.  Captain  Rous  with 
his  (hips  failed  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  John, 
to  attack  the  new  (on  the  French  had  creded  there; 
but  they  faved  him  that  trouble,  by  abandoning  it 
upon  his  appeanince,  after  having  burft  their  can- 
non, blown  up  their  magazine,  and  deftroyed,  as 
far  as  they  bad  time,  all  the  works  they  had  lately 
raifed.  The  Englifh  had  but  twenty  men  killed, 
and  about  the  fame  number  wounded,  in  the  whole 
of  this  expedirion,  the  fuccefs  of  which  fecured  the 
tranquillity  of  Nova-Scotia. 

^  VIII,  While  the  New-Englanders  were  thus 
employed  in  reducing  the  French  in  Ndva-Scotii, 
prepararions  were  made  in  Virginia  for  attacking 
ihem  upon  the  Ohio.  A  fort  was  built,  which  wai 
likewife  called  Fort- Cumberland,  and  a  camp  formed 
at  Wills's-Creek.  On  the  fourteenth  of  January  of 
this  year,  Major-General  Braddock,  with  Colonel 
Dunbar's  and  Colonel  Halket's  fegimedts  of  foot, 
failed  from  Cork,  in  Ireland,  for  Virginia,  where 
they  all  landed  fafe  before  the  end  of  February.  This 
General  might  coiifequently  have  entered  upon  adion 
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e^Iy  in  the  fpringhad  he  not  been  unfortunately  CH  AP. 
ddayed  by  the  Virginian  contnuSlors  for  the  army,  v^J^ 
who  when  he  was  ready  to  march,  had  neither  iji^. 
provided  afufficient  quantity  of  provifions  £3r  his 
troops  nor  a  competent  number  of  cardites  for  his 
army.  This  accident  was  forefeen  by  almoft  every 
perfon  ^ho  knew  any  thing  of  our  plantations  upon 
the  continent  of  America:  for  the  people  of  Virgi- 
nia who  think  of  no  produce  but  their  tobacco,  and 
do  not  raife  corn  enough  even  for  their  own  fubfift?- 
ence,  being  by  the  nature  of  their  country  Well 
provided  with  the  conveniency  of  water  conveyancb, 
have  but  few  wheel  carriages,  or  beafts  of  burthen  ; 
whereas  Pennfylvania,  which  abounds  in  icorn,  and 
moft  other  forts  of  provifions,  has  but  little  water- 
carriage,  efpeciallyin  its  weftern  fettlements,  where 
its  inhabitants  have  great  numbers  of  carts,  waggons, 
and  horfes.  Mr.  Braddock  ftould,  therefore,  dcr- 
taioly  in  point  of  prudence; have  landed  in  Penn- 
fylvania :  the  contract  for  fupplying  his  troops  (bould 
luve  been  made  with  fome  of  the  chief  planters  there, 
who  could  eafily  have  performed  their  engagdmients : 
and  if  his  camp  had  been  formed  near  Frank's  town, 
or  fomewhere  upon  the  fouth-weft  borders  of  that 
province,  he  would  not  have  had  eighty  miles  to 
march  from  thence  to  Fort  Du  Quefne,  inftead  of 
an  hundred  and  thirty  miles  that  he  had  to  advance 
from  V^ills*8-Creek,  where  he  did  encamp,  through 
roads  neither  better  nor  more  pra(Sticable  than  the 
<^er  would  have  been.  This  error  in  the  very  be- 
gimiing  of  the  expeditiou,  whether  owing  to  an  in- 
judicious preference  fondly  given  to  the  Virginians 
\n  the  lucrative  job  of  fupplying  thefe  troops,  or  to 
any  other  caufe,  delayed  the  march  of  the  army 
for  fome  weeks,  during  which  it  was  in  the  utmoft 
diftrefs  for  neceiiaries  of  all  kinds;  and  would 
probably  have  defeated  the  expedition  entirely  for 
that  fumnier,  had  not  the  contra<5lors  found  means 
to  procure  fome  aifi(lan(:e  from  the  back  fettlements 
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B  O  O  K  oF  Pennfylvania,     Bat  ev^n  when  thcfe  fnppUes  dM 
y^l;.  airive,  they  confided  of  only  fifteen  waggons,  and. 
^^^^  an  hundred  dtaft  hories,  inflead  of  an  hundred  and 
fifty  waggons  and  three  hundred  horfes,  which  tte 
Virginian  coAtva6lors  had  engaged  to  furnifb,  and 
the  prdvifions  were  fo  bad  that  they  could  not  be 
xifed.     However,  feme  gentlemen  in  Pennfylvania, 
being  applied  to  in  this  exigency,  amply  made  op 
for  thefe  deficiencies^  and  the  troops  were   by  this 
-means  fupplicd  with  every  thing  they  wanted.     An- 
other, atid  dill  more  fatal  error  was  committed  in 
,the  choice  of  the  Commander  for  this  expedition. 
Major-General  Braddock,  who  was  appointed  to  it, 
was  undoubtedly  a  roan  of  courage,  and  expert  in 
all  the  pundhlios  of  a  review,  having  been  brought 
vp  in  the  Englifh  guards :  but  he  was  naturally  very 
haughty,  pofitive  and  difficult  of  accefs;  qualities  ill 
Suited  to  the  temper  of  the  people  amongft  whom 
-be  was  to  command.     His  extreme  feverity  in  «»t- 
Jters  of  difcipline  had  rehdered  him  unpopular  among 
the  foldiers ;  and  the   {in6k    military  education  in 
which  he  had  been  trained  from  his  youth,  and  which 
he  prided  himfelf  on  fcrupuloufly  following,  made 
l»im  hold  the  American  militia  in  great  contempt, 
becaufe   they  could  not  go  through  dieir  excrctfc 
with  the  fame  dexterity  and  regularity  as  a  regimefit 
of  guards  in  Hyde-Pirk,  little  knowing,  or  indeed 
being  able  to  form  any  idea  of  the  difference  between 
the  European  manner  of  fighting,  and  an  American 
expedition    through  woods,   deferts,  and   morailh. 
Before  he  left  England,  he  received  in  the  hmd- 
writing  of  Colonel  Napkr,  a  fet  <rf'  inftrudliotts  firora 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland.     By  thefe  the  attempt 
upon  Niagara  was,  in  a  great  meafure,  referred  to 
him,  and  the  redu6lion  of  Crown-Point  was  to  be 
left  chiefly  to  the  provincial  forces.     But  above  all, 
bis  Royal  Highnets,  both  verbally  and  in  this  writ- 
ing, frequently  cautioned  him  carefeUy  to   beware 
of  an  ambufli  or  furprize.     Inflead  of  regarding  this 
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^fidut^  caution,    his    com»t  d(  his  own  abilititt  CHA*p, 

«iade  "him  difdain  to  afk  the  opinion  of  any  under  ^    ^J- ^ 

4ii5  comnrnnd ;  and  the  Indians,  who   would  have     17^6. 

•been  his  fafeil  guards  againft  this  danger  in  particu^ 

-lar,  were  fo  difgufted  by  the  haughtinefs  of  his  beha^ 

viour,   that  mott  of  them  forfook  his  banners      Un- 

'der  tbefe  difadvantages  he  began  his    march  from 

F6#t-Cumbei4and  on  the  tenth  of  June,  at  the  head 

•of  about  two  thoufand  two  hundred  men,  for  the 

^Irf eadows,  wliere  Colonel  Wafhington  was  defeated 

itheyear  before.     Upon  his  arrival  there,  he  was  in- 

ifbrmed  that  the  Freixrh  at  Fort  du  Quefne,  which 

<had  lately  been  built  on  the  fame  river,  near  its  cdn- 

tHnence  with  the  Monangahela,  expedted  a  reinforce* 

fuent  offive>bun<ired  regular  troops  :  therefore,    that 

he  might  mardh  with  a  greater  difpafch,  he  left  Co- 

'lonel  Dunbar,  with  eight  hundred  men,  to  bring  up 

the  [Hk)vi(ion8,  ilores,  and  heavy  baggage,  as  fad  as 

-the  nature  of  the  fervice  would  permit ;  and  with 

liie  other  twelve  hundred,  together  with  ten  pieces 

of  cannon,  and  the  necelftry  ammunition,  and  pro- 

vifion6,  he  marched  on  with    fo  much  expedition, 

that  he    feldom  took  any  time  to  reconnoitre   the 

woods  or  thickets  he  was  to  pafs  through  ;  as  if  the 

neao-er  he  approached  the  enlcmy,  the  farther  he  was 

removed  ftom  danger. 

^  IX.  On  the  eighth  of  July,  he  encamped  withia 
ten  miles  of  Fort  du  Quefne.  Though  Colonel 
Dunbar  was  then  near  forty  miles  behind  him,  and 
bis  officers,  particularly  Sir  Peter  Halket,  earnellJy 
entreated  him  to  proceed  with  caution,  and  to  em- 
ploy the  friendly  Indians  who  were  with  him,  by  way 
of  advanced  guard,  in  cafe  of  ambufcades  ;  yet  he 
Tefumed  his  march  the  next  day,  without  fo  much  as 
endeavouring  to  obtain  any  intelligence  of  the  (itua- 
tion  or  difpolition  of  the  enemy,  or  even  fending 
out  any  fcouts  to  vilit  the  woods  and  thickets  on 
both  fides  of  Him,  as  well  as  in  front.  With  this 
icareleflhels^eAvas advancing,  when^  about  noon,  he 
2  was 
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BOOK  was  falutcd  with  a  general  fire  upon  his  front,  and 
^^^-  all  along  his  left  flank,  from  an  enemy  fo  artfully 
ijss^  concealed  behind  the  trees  and  bulhcs,  that  not  a 
man  of  them  could  be  jfeen.  The  vangoard  imme- 
diately fell  back  upon  the  main  body,  and  in  an  io- 
ilant  the  panick  and  confufion  became  general ;  io 
that  moft  of  the  troops  fled  with  great  precipitation, 
notwithftanding  all  that  their  officers,  feme  of  whom 
behaved  very  gallantly,  could  do  to  flop  their  careec. 

^As  to  Braddock  himfelf,  inflead  of  fcouring  the 
thickets  and  buihes  from  whence  the  fire  caine,  with 
grape  (hot  from  the  ten  pieces  of  cannon  he  had  with 
him,  or  ordering  flanking  parties  of  his  Indiams  to 
advance  againft  the  enemy,  he  obfl:inately  renuuned 
upon  the  fpot  where  he  was,  and  gave  orders  for  the 
few  brave  officers  and  men  who  (laid  with  him,  ro 
form  regularly,  and  advance.  Meanwhile  his  men 
fell  thick  about  him,  and  almofl:  all  his  officers  were 
fingled  out,  one  after  another,  and  killed  or  wound- 
ed ;  for  the  Indians,  who  always  take  aim  when  they 

.fire,  and  aim  chiefly  at  the  ofliicers,  diflinguifhed  them 
by  their  drefs.  At  lafl^,  the  General,  whofe  obflinacy 
feemed  to  increafe  with  the  danger,  after  having  had 
fome  horfes  fhot  under  him,  received  a  mufkct  {hot 
through  the  right  arm  and  lungs,  of  which  he  died 
in  a  few  hours,  having  been  carried  off  the  field  by 
the  bravery  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Gage,  and  another 
of  his  oflRcers.  When  he  dropped,  the  confiifion  of 
the  few  that  remained  turned  it  into  a  downright  alul 
very  diforderly  flight  acrofe  a  river  which  they  had 
jull  pafl^ed,  though  no  enemy  appeared,  or  attempted 
to  attack  them.  All  the  artillery,  ammunition,  and 
baggage  of  the  army  were  left  to  the  enemy,  and, 
among  the  refl^,  the  General's  cabinet,  with  all  his 
letters  and  infirudions,  which  the  French  Court  af 
terwards  made  great  ufe  of  in  their  printed  memo- 
rials or  manifelloes.  The  lofs  of  the  Englifli  in  this 
unhappy  affair  amounted  to  feveti  hundred  men. 
Their  ofl&cers,  in  particular,  fufFercd   much    more 
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than  in  the  ordinary  proportion  of  battles  in  £ufope.  CH  Al>. 
Sir  Peter  Halket  fell  by  the  very  firft  fire,  at  the  head  ^  ^^\^ 
of  his  regiment ;  and  the  General's  Secretary,  fon  to    ijtiT 
Governor  Shirley,  was  killed  foon  after.     Neither  the 
number  of  men  which  the  enemy  had  in  this  Engage- 
ment, nor  the  lofs  which  they  fuftained,  could  be  fo 
much  as  guefled  at :  but  the  Frencli  afterwards  gavft 
out,  that  their  number  did  not,  in  the  whole,  exceed 
four  hundred  men,  moftly  Indians ;  and  that  their 
lofs  was  quite  imronfiderable,  as  it  probably  was,  be- 
caufe  they  lay  concealed  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the 
Englifh  knew  not  whither  to  point  their  mulkets. 
The  panic^L  of  thefe  lad  continued  fo  long,  that  they 
never  flopped  till  they  met  the  rear  divifion ;  and 
even  theti  they  infe<5led  thofe  troops  with  their  ter-- 
rors ;  fo  that  the  army  retreated  without  flopping, 
till  they  reached  Fort-Cumberland,  though  the  enemy 
did  not  fo  much  as  attempt  to  purfue,  nor  ever  ap*- 
peared  in  fight,  either  in  the  battle,  or  after  the 
defeat.     On  the  whole,  this  was  perhaps  the  moft^ 
cxtraordinar}^   vidlory  that  ever  was  obtained,   and. 
the  fartheft  flight  that  ever  was  made. 

^  X.  Had  the  (battered  remains  of  this  irmy 
continued  at  Fort-Cumberland,  and  fortified  them- 
felves  there,  as  they  might  eafily  have  done,  during 
the  reft  of  the  fummer,  they  would  have  been  fuch 
a  check  upon  the  French  and  their  fcalping  Indians, 
as  would  have  prevented  many  of  thofe  ravages  that 
were  committed  in  the  enfuing  winter  upon  the 
weflern  borders  of  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania ;  but, 
inflead  of  taking  that  prudent  ftep,  their  Commander 
left  only  the  fick  and  wounded  at  that  fort,  undef 
the  protedion  of  two  companies  of  the  provincial 
militia,  pofted  there  by  way  of  garrifon,  and  began 
his  march  on  the  fccond  of  Auguft,  with  about  fix-» 
teen  hundred  men,  from  Philadelphia  ;  where  thofe 
troops  could  be  of  no  immediate  fervice.  From 
thence  .hey  wye  ordered  away  to  Albany,  in  New- 
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BOOK  York,  by  General  Shirley,  on  whom  the  chief  com- 
Ui-     mand  of  the  troops  in  America  had  devolved  by  the 
^■"^^^  death  of  Major-General  Braddock.    Virginia,  Mary- 
land, and  Pennfylvania,  were  by  thefe  means  left 
entirely  to  take  care  of  themfelves,  which  they  might 
have  done  efFe61ually,  had  they  been  united  in  their 
councils :  but  the  ufual  difputes,  between  their  Go- 
vernors and  AHemblies,  defeated  every  falutary  plan 
that  was  propofcd.     Pennfylvania,  the  moft  powerful 
of  the  three,  was  rendered  quite  impotent,  either  for 
its  own  defence,  or  that  of  its  neighbours,  by  thefe 
unhappy  contefls  ;  though,  -at  laft,  the  Aflembly  of 
that  province,  fenfible  of  the  danger  to  which  they 
were  expofed,  and  feeing  the  abfolute  neceffity  of 
providing  a  ftanding  mihtary  force,  and  of  erecting 
lorne  forts  to  defend  their  weftern  frontier,  pafled  a 
bill  for  raifing  fifty  thoufand  pounds.  But  even  this 
fum,  Imall  as  it  was,  even  to   a  degree  of  ridicule^ 
confidering  the  richnefs  of  the   province,  and  the 
extent  of  its  frontier,  could  not  be  obtained  ;  the 
Governor  pofitively  refufing  to  give  his  aflent  to  the 
at9:  of  the  Aflembly,  becaufe  they  had  taxed  the  pro- 
prietaries cltates  equally  with  thofe  of  the  inhabitants, 
which,  he  faid,  he  was  ordered  by  his  inflrudlions, 
not  to  confcnt  to,  nor  indeed  any  new  tax  upon  the 
proprietaries ;  and  the  AfTembly,  confifling  chiefly  of 
members  whofe  eftates  lay  in  the  eaftern  or  interior 
parts  of  the  province,  as  pofitively  refufing  to  alter 
their  bill.     One  would  be  apt  to  think,  that,  in  a 
cafe  of  fuch  urgent  neceffity,  the  Governor  might 
have  ventured  to  give  his  aflent  to  the  bill  under  a 
protefl,  that  it  fhould  not  prejudice  the  rights  of  the 
proprietaries  upon  any  future  occafion :  but  as  he 
did  not,  the   bill  was   dropped,  and   the   province 
left  defencelefs :  by  which  means  it  afterwards  fuf- 
fered  feverely,    to  the  deflru6lion  of  many  of  the 
poor  inhabitants  upon  the  weftern  frontier,  and  to 
the  impreffing  the  Indians  with  a  coptemptible  opi- 
nion 
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nion  of  the  Englifh,  and  the  higheft  efteem  of  the  CHAP 
French.  IV.    ' 

§  XI.  Our  colonies  to  the  north  of  Pennfylvania  "^sT^ 
were  more  active,  and  more  fuccefsful  in  their  pre- 
parations for  war.  New- York,  following  the  exam- 
ple of  New-England,  palled  an  aS^  to  prohibit  the 
fending  of  provifions  to  any  French  port  or  fettle- 
ment  on  the  continent  of  North-America,  or  any  of 
the  adjacent  iflands;  and  alfo  for  raifing  forty-five 
thoufand  pounds,  on  eftates  real  and  pejfonal,  for 
the  better  defence  of  their  colony,  which  lay  more 
expofed  than  any  other  to  a  French  invafion  from 
Crown-Point.  However,  this  fum,  great  as  it  might 
feem  to  them,  was  far  from  being  fufficient ;  nor, 
indeed,  could  they  have  provided  properly  for  their 
fecurity,  without  the  affiflance  of  our  other  colonies 
to  the  e^ft  of  them  '^  but  with  their  help,  and  the 
additional  fuccour  of  the  fmall  body  of  regular 
troops  expe6led  under  Colonel  Dunbar,  they  boldly 
refolved  upon  ofFenfive  meafures,  which,  when  prac- 
ticable, arc  always  the  fafeft ;  and  two  expeditions, 
one  againft  the  French  fort  at  Crown  Point,  and  the 
other  againft  their  fort  at  Niagara,  between  the  lakes 
Ontario  and  Erie,  were  fet  on  foot  at  the  fame  time. 
The  former  of  thefe  expeditions  was  appointed  to  be 
executed  under  the  command  of  General  Johnfon,  a 
native  of  Ireland,  who  had  long  relided  upon  the 
Mohock  river,  in  the  weftern  parts  of  New-York, 
where  he  had  acquired  a  confiderable  eftate,  and  was 
univerfally  beloved,  not  only  by  the  inhabitants  but 
alfo  by  the  neighbouring  Indians  whofe  language  he 
had  learnt,  and  whofe  affe6tions  he  had  gained  by  his 
humanity  towards  them.  The  expedition  againlt 
Niagara  was  commanded  by  General  Shirley  himfelf. 

^  XII.  The  rendezvous  of  the  troops  for  both 
thefe  expeditions  was  appointed  to  be  at  Albany, 
where  moft  of  them  arrived  before  the  end  of  June  : 
but  the  artillery,  batteaux,  provifions,  and  other 
ncceflaries  for  the  attempt  upon  Crown  Point,  could- 
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BOOK  not  be  prepared  till  the  eighth  of  Auguft,  whenGc* 
m-     ncral  Johnfon  fet  out  with  them  from  Albany  for 

^*][^^^the  Carrying-place  from  Hudfoh's  river  to  Lake- 
GecMTge,  There  the  troops  had  already  arrived, 
under  the  command  of  Major-General  Lyman,  and 
confided  of  between  five  and  fix  thoufand  men,  be- 
fides  Indians,  raifed  by  the  governments  of  Bofi.on, 
Conne6licut,  New-Hampftiire,  Rhode- Ifland,  and 
New- York.  Every  thing  was  then  prepared  as  faft 
as  poffible  for  a  march  ;  and  towards  the  end  of  the 
month,  General  Johnfon  advanced  about  fourteen 
miles  forward  with  his  troops,  and  encamped  in  a 
very  flrong  fituation,  covered  on  each  fide  by  a  thick 
wooded  fwamp,  by  Lake-George  in  his  rear,  and  by 
a  breaft-work  of  trees,  cut  down  for  that  purpofe, 
in  his  front.  Here  he  refolved  to  wait  the  arrival 
of  his  batteaux,  and  afterwards  to  proceed  to  Ticon- 
deroga,  at  the  other  end  of  the  lake,  from  whence 
it  was  but  about.fifteen  miles  to  the  fort  at  the  fouth 
end  of  Lake-Corlaer,  or  Cham  plain,  called  Fort- 
Frederick  by  the  French,  and  by  us  Crown-Point. 
Whilft  he  was  thus  encamped,  fome  of  his  Indian 
fcouts,  of  which  he  took  care  to  fend  out  numbers 
along  both  fides,  and  to  the  farther  end  of  Lake- 
George,  brought  him  intelligence  that  a  confiderabte 
number  of  the  enemy  were  then  on  their  march 
from  Ticonderoga,  by  the  way  of  the  fouth  bay, 
towards  the  fortified  encampment,  fince  called  Fort- 
Edward,  which  General  Lyman  had  built  at  the 
Carrying-place ;  and  in  which  four  or  five  hundred 
of  the  New-Hamplhire  and  New- York  men  had  been 
left  as  a  garrifon.  Upon  this  information  General 
Johnfon  font  two  exprefles,  one  after  the  other,  to 
Colonel  Blanchard,  their  Commander,  with  orders 
to  call  in  all  his  out- parries,  and  to  keep  his  whole 
force  within  the  entrenchments.  About  twelve 
o'clock  at  night,  thofe  who  had  been  fent  upon  the 
fecond  exprefs  returned  with  an  account  of  their 
having  feen  the  enemy  within  four  miles  of  the  camp 
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at  the  Carrying- place,  which  they  fcarcely  doubted  CHAP, 
their  having  by  that  time  attacked.  Important  as  ^  ^' 
the  defence  of  this  place  was  Jbr  the  fafety  of  the  ^^^7*^ 
whole  army,  and  imminent  as  the  danger  fcemed  to 
be,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  General  then  called 
any  council  of  war,  or  refolved  upon  any  thing  for 
its  relief;  but  early  the  next  morning  he  called  a 
council,  wherein  it  was  unadvifedly  refolved  to  de- 
tach a  thoufand  men,  with  a  number  of  Indians,  to 
intercept,  or,  as  the  General's  cxpreflion  was  in  his 
letter,  to  catch  the  enemy  in  their  retreat,  either  as 
vi6tors,  or  as  defeated  in  their  defign.  This  expe- 
dient was  refolved  on,  though  no  one  knew  the 
number  of  the  enemy,  nor  could  obtain  any  infor- 
mation in  that  refpedl  from  the  Indian  fcouts,  be- 
caufc  the  Indians  have  no  words  or  ligns  for  ex- 
preffing  any  large  number,  which,  when  it  exceeds 
their  reckoning,  they  fignify  by  pointing  to  the  ftars 
in  the  firmament,  or  to  the  hair  of  their  head  ;  and  ; 
this  they  often  do  to  denote  a  number  lefs  than  a 
thoufand,  as  well  as  to  fignify  ten  thoufand,  or  any 
greater  number. 

^  XIII.  Between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning  a  thoufand  men,  with  two  hundred  Indians, 
were  detached  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Wil- 
liams :  but  they  had  not  been  gone  two  hours,  when 
thofe  in  the  camp  began  to  hear  a  clofe  firing,  at 
about  three  or  four  miles  diftance,  as  they  judged  : 
as  it  approached  nearer  and  nearer,  they  rightly  fup- 
pofed  that  the  detachment  was  overpowered,  and 
retreating  towards  the  camp  ;  which  was  foon  con- 
firmed by  fome  fugitives,  and  prefently  after  by  whole 
companies,  who  fled  back  in  great  confulion.  In  a 
very  fhort  time  after,  the  enemy  appeared  marching 
in  regular  order  up  to  the  centre  of  the  camp,  where 
the  conftcrnation  was  fo  great,  that,  if  they  had  at- 
tacked the  bread- work  diredlly,  they  might  probably 
have  thrown  all  into  confulion,  and  obtained  an  eafy 
viilory ;  but,  fortunately  for  the  EngUfh,  they  halted 
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B  O  O  K  for  fomc  time  about  an  hundred  and  fifty  yards  dif^ 
^  ^^•^.  tance,  and  from  thence  began  their  attack  with 
1755.  platoon  firing,  too  far  off  to  do  much  hurt,  efpe- 
cially  againft  troops  who  were  defended  by  a  ftrong 
breaft-work.  On  the  contrary,  this  ineffcciual  fire 
ferved  only  to  raife  the  fpirits  of  thefe  laft,  who, 
having  prepared  their  artillery  during  the  time  that 
the  French  haired,  began  to  play  it  fo  bril^ly  upon 
the  enemy,  that  the  Canadians  and  Indians  in  their 
fervice  fled  immediately  into  the  woods  on  each  fide 
of  the  camp,  and  there  fquatted  under  buflies,  or 
ikulked  behind  trees,  from  whence  they  continued 
firing  with  very  little  execution,  moft  of  their  fhot 
being  intercepted  by  the  brakes  and  thickets  ;  for 
they  tiever  had  the  courage  to  advaiue  to  the  verge 
of  the  wood.  Baron  Dielkau,  who  commanded  the 
Trench,  being  thus  left  alone,  with  his  regular  troops, 
at  the  front  of  the  can\p,  finding  he  could  not  make 
a  clofc  attack  upon  the  centre  with  his  fmall  number 
of  men,  moved  firll  to  the  left,  and  then  to  the 
right,  at  both  which  places  he  endeavoured  to  force 
a  pafiage,  but  was  repulfed,  being  unfupported  by 
the  irregulars.  Inflead  of  retreating,  as  he  ought  in 
prudence  to  have  done,  he  Hill  continued  his  pla- 
toon and  bufh-firing  till  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
,noon,  during  which  time  his  regular  troops  fuffered 
greatly  by  the  fire  from  the  camp,  and  were  at  lalt 
thrown  into  confufion  ;  which  was  no  fooner  per- 
ceived by  General  Johnfon*smen,  than  they,  without 
waiting  for  orders,  leaped  over  their  breaft  work, 
attacked  the  enemy  on  all  fides,  and,  after  killing 
and  taking  a  confiderable  number  of  them,  entirely 
clifperlcd  the  reft.  The  French,  whofe  numbers,  at 
the  beginning  of  this  engagement,  amounted  to 
about  two  tliouland  men,  including  two  hundred 
grenadiers,  eight  hundred  Canadians,  and  the  reft 
Jndians  of  different  nations,  had  between  feven  and 
eight  hundred  men  killed,  and  thirty  taken  pri- 
foncrs :  among  the  latter  was  Bviron  Dielkau  himl'elf, 
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whom  they  found  at  a  little  diflance  from  the  field  of  c  H  A  P, 
battle,  dangeroufly  wounded,  and  leaning  on  the  ^  ^^'  j 
ftump  of  a  tree  for  his  ilipport.  The  Englifh  loft  ^^5^ 
about  two  hundred  men,  and  thofe  chiefly  of  the 
detachment  under  Colonel  WilKams  ;  for  they  had 
very  few  either  killed  or  wounded  in  the  attack  upon 
their  camp,  and  not  any  of  diftindion,  except  Colonel 
Titcomb  killed,  and  the  General  himfelf  and  Major 
Nichols  wounded.  Among  the  flain  of  the  detach- 
ment, which  would  probably  have  been  entirely  cut 
off  had  not  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cole  been  fent  out 
from  the  camp  with  three  hundred  men,  with  which 
he  flopped  the  enemy's  purfuit,  and  covered  the  re- 
treat of  his  friends,  were  Colonel  Williams,  Major 
Aftiley,  fix  Captains,  and  feveral  fubalterns,  befides 
private  men  ;  and  the  Indians  reckoned  that  they  had 
loft  forty' men,  befides  the  brave  old  Hendrick,  the 
Mohock  Sachem,  or  chief  Captain. 

§  XIV.  When  Baron  Dielkau  fct  out  from  Ticon- 
deroga,  his  defign  was  only  to  furprize  and  cut  off 
the  entrenched  camp,  now  called  fort  Edward,  at 
the  Carrying- place,  where  there  were  but  four  or 
five  hundred  men.  If  he  had  executed  this  fchcme. 
our  army  would  have  been  thrown  into  great  diffi- 
culties ;  for  it  could  neither  have  proceeded  farther, 
nor  have  fubfifted  where  it  was,  and  he  might  have 
found  an  opportunity  to  attack  it  with  great  advan- 
tage in  its  retreat.  But  when  he  was  within  four  or 
five  miles  of  that  fort,  his  people  were  informed 
that  there  were  feveral  cannon  therie,  and  none  at  the 
camp  ;  upon  which  they  all  defired  to  be  led  on  to 
this  laft,  which  he  the  more  readily  confented  to,  as 
he  himfelf  had  been  told  by  an  En^lifh  prifoner, 
who  had  left  this  camp  but  a  few  days  before,  that 
it  was  quite  defencelefs,  being  without  any  lines,  and 
deftitute  of  cannon  ;  which,  in  effect,  was  true  at 
that  time ;  for  the  cannon  did  not  arrive,  nor  was 
the  breaft-work  ere6led,  till  about  two  days  before 
the  engagement.  To  this  mifinformation,  there- 
3  fore. 
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BOOK  fare,  muft  be  imputed  this  ftcp,  which  would  other- 
y^^^  wife  be  inconfiftcnt  with  the  general  character  and 
1755^  ubilities  of  Baron  Diclkau.  A  lefs  juftifiable  error 
feems  tQ  have  been  committed  by  General  Johnfon, 
in  not  detaching  a  party  to  purfue  the  enemy  when 
they  were  defeated  and  fled.  Perhaps  he  was  pre- 
vented  ffpm  fo  doing  by  the  ill  fate  of  the  detach* 
tnent  he  had  fent  out  in  the  morning  under  Colonel 
Williams*  However  that  may  be,  bis  negle<ft,  in  this 
refpe^,  had  like  to  have  been  fatal  the  next  day  to 
a  detachment  fent  from  Fort  Edward,  confiding  of 
nn  hundred  and  twenty  men  of  the  New-Hamplliire 
regiment,  under  Captain  M'Ginnes,  as  a  reinforce- 
ment to  the  army  at  the  camp.  This  party  fell  in 
with  between  three  and  four  hundred  men  of  Dicf- 
kau's  troops,  near  the  fpot  where  Colonel  Williams 
had  been  defeated  the  day  before ;  but  M^Ginnes 
having  timely  notice  by  his  fcouts  of  the  approach 
of  an  enemy,  made  fuch  a  difpofition,  that  be  not 
only  repulfed  the  aflailants,  but  defeated  and  entirely 
difperfed  them,  with  the  lofs  only  of  two  men  killed, 
eleven  wounded,  and  five  miffing.  He  himfelf  un- 
fortunately died  of  the  wounds  he  received  in  this 
engagement,  a  few  days  after  he  arrived  at  the  camp 
with  his  party. 

§  XV,  It  was  now  judged  too  late  in  the  year  to 

Eroceed  to  the  attack  of  Crown-Point,  as  it  would 
ave  been  neceflary,  in  that  cafe,  to  build  a  ftrong 
fort  in  the  place  where  the  camp  then  was,  in  order 
to  fecure  a  communication  with  Albany,  from  whence 
only  the  troops  could  expert  to  be  reinforced,  or 
fupplied  with  frefli  ftores  of  ammunition  or  provi- 
fions.  They,  therefore,  fet  out  upon  their  return 
fooii  after  tbia  engagement,  having  firft  eredled  a 
little  ftockaded  fort,  at  the  hither  end  of  Lake 
George,  in  which  they  left  a  fmall  garrifon,  as  a 
future  prey  for  the  enemy  :  a  misfortune  which  might 
eafily  have  been  forefeen,  becaufc  this  whole  army, 
being  country  militia^  was  to   be  diibaiidtd>   and 
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return  to  their  refpe6live  homes,  as  they  a^hially  did  CHAR 
foon  after  their  retreat  to  Albany.     This  was  all  the  ^   ^^-  ^ 
glory,  this  all  the  advantage,  that  the  Engliih  nation  ^^^IT 
acquired  by  fuch  an  cxpenfive  expedition.     But  fo 
little  had  the  Englifh  been  accuftomcd  of  late  to  hear 
of  vi<5tory,  that  they  rejoiced  at  this  advantage,  as 
if  it  had  been  an  adlion  of  the  greatell  confequencc. 
The  General  was  highly  applauded  for  his  conduift, 
and  liberally  rewarded  ;  for  he  was  created  a  baronet 
by   his  Majefty,  and  prefented  with  five  thoufand 
pounds  by  the  Parliament. 

^  XVI.  The  preparations  for  General  Shirley's  ex- 
pedition againft  Niagara,    were  not  only  deficient, 
but  fhamefuUy  flow ;  though  it  was  well  known  that 
even  the  poffibility  of  his  fuccefs  muft,  in  a  great 
meafure,  depend  upon  his  feiting  out  early  in  the 
year,  as  will  appear  to  any  perfon  who  confiders  the 
iituation  of  our  fort  at  Oiwego,  this  being  the  only 
way  by  which  he  could  proceed  to  Niagara.     Of- 
wcgo  lies  on  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  the  lake  Ontario, 
near    three  hundred   miles    almoft    due-weft    from 
Albany  in  New-York.     The  way  to  it  from  thence, 
though  long  and   tedious,  is  the  more   convenient, 
as  the  far  greateft  part  of  it  admits  of  water-carriage, 
by  what  the  inhabitants  called  batteaux,  which  are  a 
kind  of  hght  flat- bottomed  boats,  widell  in  the  mid- 
dle, and  pointed  at  each  end,  of  about  fifteen  hun- 
dred weight  burden,    and   managed   by  two  men, 
called  batteau  men,  with  paddles  and  fetting  poles, 
the  rivers  being  in  many  places  too  narrow  to  admit 
of  oars.      From  Albany  to  the  village  of  Shenac- 
tady,  about  fixteen  miles,  is  a  good  waggon-road. 
From  thence  to  the  little  Falls  in  the  Mohock-rive,, 
being  fixty-five  miles,  the  pafl[age  is  by  water-car- 
riage up  that  river,    and  confequently  againft   the 
flream,  which   in  many  places  is   fomewhat   rapid, 
and  in  others  fo  ihallow,  that,    when   the   river  is 
low,    the    watermen   are   obliged   to  get  out,    and 
draw   their  batteaux  over  the   rifts.     Ac  tlve  little 
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BOOK  Falls  is  a  poftage,  or  land  carriage,  for  about  a  tnilf, 
^  ^^^-  over  a  ground  fo  marfhy,  that  it  will  not  bear  any 
^>^  wheel  carriage  :  but  a  colony  of  Germans  fettled 
there  attend  with  fledges,  on  which  they  draw  the 
loaded  batteaux  to  the  next  place  of  embarkation 
upon  the  fame  river.  From  thence  thty  proceed  by 
water  up  that  river,  for  fifty  miles,  to  the  Carrying- 
place,  near  the  head  of  it,  where  there  is  another 
poftage,  the  length  of  which  depends  upon  the  dry- 
nefs  or  wetnefs  of  the  feafon,  but  is  generally  above 
fix  or  eight  miles  over  in  the  fummer  months.  Here 
the  batteaux  are  again  carried  upon  fledges,  till  they 
come  to  a  narrow  river  called  Wood's  Creek,  down 
which  they  are  wafted  on  a  gentle  ftream,  for  about 
forty  miles,  into  the  lake  Oneyada,  which  ftretches 
from  eaft  to  weft  about  thirty  miles,  and  is  paffed 
with  great  eafe  and  fafety  in  calm  weather.  At  the 
weftern  end  of  the  lake  is  the  river  Onondaga, 
which,  after  a  courfe  of  between  twenty  and  thirty 
miles,  unites  with  the  river  Cayuga,  or  Seneca,  and 
their  united  ftreams  run  into  the  lake  Ontario,  at 
the  place  where  Ofwego  fort  is  fituate'd.  But  this 
river  is  fo  rapid  as  to  be  fometimes  dangerous,  bc- 
fides  its  being  full  of  rifts  and  rocks :  and  about 
twelve  miles  on  this  fide  of  Ofwego  there  is  a  fall 
of  eleven  feet  perpendicular,  where  there  is  confe- 
quently  a  poftvige,  which,  however,  does  not  exceed ' 
forty  yards.  From  thence  the  paflage  is  eafy,  quite 
to  Ofwego.  The  lake  Ontario,  on  which  this  fort 
ftands,  is  near  two  hundred  and  eighty  leagues  in 
circumference  :  its  figure  is  oval,  and  its  depth  runs 
from  twenty  to  twenty -five  fathoms.  On  the  nonh 
fide  of  it  are  feveral  little  gulfs.  There  is  a  commu- 
nication between  this  lake  and  that  of  the  Hurons 
by  the  river  Tanafuate,  from  whence  it  is  a  land 
carriage  of  fix  or  eight  leagues  to  the  river  Toronto, 
which  falls  into  it.  The  French  have  two  forts  of 
confequence  on  this  lake  ;  Frontenac,  which  com- 
mands the  river  St.  Lawrence,  where  the  lake  com- 
municates 
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municates  with  it ;  and  Niagara,  which  commands  c  n  A  p. 
the  communication  between  the  lake  Ontario  and  the      ^^  • 
lake  Erie.     But  pf  thefe  forts,    and   this  laft  lake, 
which  is  one  of  the  fineft  in  the  world,  we  fhall  have 
occafion  to  fpeak  hereafter. 

^  XVII.  Though  we  had  long  been  in  pofTcfllon 
of  fort  Ofwego,  and  though  it  lay  greatly  expofed  to 
the   French,  particularly  to  thofe  of  Canada,  upon 
any  rupture  between  the  two  nations,  we  had  never 
taken  care  to  render  it  tolerably  defenfible,  or  even 
to    build  a  fingle  veflel  fit  for  navigating  the  lake  : 
nor    was    this    flrange  negledl  ever  taken  efFedual 
notice  of,  till  the  beginning  of  this  year,  ^^'hen,  at  a 
meeting  which  General  Braddock  had  in  April  with 
the  Governors  and  chief  gentlemen  of  feveral  of  our 
colonies  at  Alexandria,  in  Virginia,  it  was  refolved 
to  fixengthen  both  the  fort  and  garrifon  at  Ofwego, 
aod  to  build  fome  large  vefTels  at  that  place.     Ac- 
cordingly a  number  of  fhipwrights  and  workmen 
were  fent  thither  in  May  and  June.     At  the  fame 
time  Captain  Bradflre^t  marched  thither  with  two 
companies  of  an  hundred  men  each,  to  reinforce  the 
hundred  that  were  there  before  under  Captain  King, 
to   which  number  the  garrifon  had  been  increafed 
fince  our  contefts  with  France  began  to  grow  ferious. 
For  a  long  time  before,  not  above  twenty-five  men 
.  were  left  to  defend  this  pofl:,  which  from  its  great 
importance,  and  the  fituation  of  affairs  at  this  juncture, 
mod:  certainly  required  a  much  ftronger  garrifon  than 
was  put  into  it  even   at   this  period  :,  but  oeconomy 
was  the  chief  thing  confulted  in  the   beginning  of 
this  war,  and  to  that  in  a  great  mealure  was  owing  its 
long  duration. 

§  XVill.  From  the  above  defcription  of  the 
paflage  from  Albany  to  Ofwego,  it  is  plain  how  ne- 
ceflary  it  was  that  the  troops  intended  for  this  expe- 
dition fliould  have  fct  out  early  in  the  fpring.  But 
inliead  of  that,  the  very  fidl  of  them,  Colonel 
Schuyler's  New-Jerfey  regiment,  did  not  begin  their 
march  till  after  the  beginning  of  July,  and  juft  as 
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BOOK  Shirley's  and  Pepperell's  regiments  were  preparing  to 
^^^'  J  follow,  the  melancholy  account  of  Braddock'^s  dif- 
^"^^^77^  after  arrived  at  Albany,    where    it    fo  damped  the 
fpirits  of  the  people,  and  fpread  fuch  a  terror,  that 
many  of  the  troops  defcrted,  and  mod  of  the  battcau 
men  difperfed,    and  ran    home,     by  which    means 
even  all   the   neceflary  (lores  could  not  be  carried 
along  with   the  troops.      Notwithftanding  this  dif- 
appointment,  General  Shirley  fet  out  from  Albany 
before  the  end  of  July,  with  a^  many  of  the  troops 
and  ftores  as  he  could   procure  a  conveyance  for, 
hoping  to  be  joined  in  his  route  by  great  numbers 
of  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  to  whom  he  fent 
invitations  to  that  efFc6l  as  he  pafled  by  their  fettle- 
ments :  but  they,  inftcad  of  complying  vnth  his  de- 
lire,  abfolutely  declared  againft  all  hoftilities  on  that 
lide  of  the  country  ;  and  infilled  that  Ofwego,  being 
a  place  of  traffick  and  peace,  ought  not  to  be  dif- 
turbed  either  by  the  Englifh  or  the  French,  as  if 
they  could  have  perfuaded  both  |)arties  to  agree  to 
fuch  a  local  truce.     Upon  this  refufal,  Mri.  Shirley 
proceeded   forward,  being  joined    by   very  few    In- 
dians, and  arrived  at  Ofwego  on   the  feventeenth  or 
eighteenth  of  Auguft ;    but  the  reft  of  the  troops 
and  §rtillery  did  not  arrive  till  the  laft  day  of  that 
month ;    and  even  then,    their   ftore  of   provifions 
was  not  fufticient  to  enable  them  to  proceed  againft 
Niagara,  though  fome  tolerable  good  veflels  had  by 
this  time  been  built  and   got  ready  for   that  pur- 
pofe.      The  General   now  refolved  to  take  but  fix 
hundred   men  with   him  for  the  attack  of  Niagara, 
and  to  leave  the  reft  of  his  army,  confilHng  of  about 
fourteen  hundred  more,  at  Ofvvego,  to  defend  that 
place,  in   cafe  the  French  fhould   attack  it  in   his 
abfence,  which  there  was  reafon  to  apprehend  they 
might,  as  they  then  had  a  conliderable  force  at  Fort 
Frontenac,  from  whence  they  could  eafily  crofs  over 
the    Like    On  a  io    to    Ofwego.     However,  he  wzs 
ftiil   obliged   to  wait  ar  Ofwego  for  provifions,    of 
which  at  length  a  fmalLfupply  arrived  on  the  twenty- 
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fixth  of  September,  barely  fufficient  to  fupport  his  CHAP, 
men  during  their  intended  expedition,  and  to  allow  ^  ^^-  j 
twelve  days  fhort  fubfiftence  for  thofe  he  left  behind,  1755. 
But  by  this  time  the  rainy  boifterous  feafon  had 
begun,  on  which  account  moft  of  his  Indians  had 
already  left  him,  and  were  returned  home ;  and  the 
few  that  remained  with  him  declared  that  there  was 
no  croiling  the  lake  Ontario  in  batteaux  at  that  fea- 
fon, or  any  time  before  the  next  fummer.  In  this 
perplexity  he  called  a  council  of  war,  which,  after 
weighing  all  circumftances,  unanimoufly  refolved  to 
defer  the  attempt  upon  Niagara  till  the  next  year, 
and  to  employ  the  troops,  whilft  they  remained  at 
Ofwego,  in  building  barracks,  and  ereding,  or  at 
leaft  beginning  to  cre<ft,  two  new  forts,  one  on  the 
eafl  fide  of  the  river  Onandaga,  four  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  diftant  from  the  old  fort,  which  it  was  to 
command,  as  well  as  the  entrance  of  the  harbour, 
and  to  be  called  Ontario-fort;  and  the  other  four 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  weft  of  the  old  fort,  to  be 
called  Ofwego  new  fort. 

^  XIX.  Thefe  things  being  agreed  on,  General 
Shirley,  with  the  greateft  part  of  the  troops  under 
his  command,  fet  out  on  his  return  to  Albany  on 
the  twenty-fourth  of  06lober,  leaving  Colonel 
Mercer  wuh  a  garrifon  of  about  feven  hundred 
men  at  Ofwego ;  though  repeated  advice  had  been 
received,  that  the  French  had  then  at  leaft  a  thou- 
fand  men  at  their  fort  of  Frontenac,  upon  the  fame 
lake  ;  and,  what  was  ftill  worfe,  the  new  forts  were 
not  yet  near  completed ;  but  left  to  be  finiftied  by 
the  hard  labour  of  Colonel  Mercer  and  his  little 
garrifon,  with  the  addition  of  this  melancholy  cir- 
cumftance,  that,  if  befieged  by  the  enemy  in  the 
winter,  it  would  not  be  poflible  for  his  friends  to 
come  to  his  afliftance.  Thus  ended  this  year's  un- 
fortunate campaign,  during  which  the  French,  with 
the  afliftance  of  their  Indian  allies,  continued  their 
murders,    fcalping,   captivating,    and  laying   wafte 
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B  O  o  K  the  weftern  frontiers  of  Virginia  and  Pennfykania, 

y^^\j  during  the  whole  winter. 

^y^      ^  XX.  The  minillers   of  the  two  jaring   powers 
were  very  bufily  employed  this  year  at  moft  of  the 
Courts  of  Europe  ;  but  their  tranfa6tions  were  kept 
extremely  fecret.     Tlie  French  endeavoured  to  in- 
fpire  the  Spaniards  with  a  jealoufy  of  the  ftrength  of 
tne  Englifh   by  fea,  efpecially^in  America;  and  the 
Spanifh  Court  fecmed  inclined  to  accept  of  the  office 
of  mediator :  but  Mr.  Wall,  who  was  perfedlly  well 
acquainted  with  the  (late  of  affairs  between  England 
and    France,    feconded   the   reprefentations   of  the 
Britifh    miniftry,    which   demonftrated,    that,  how- 
ever willing  Great- Britain  might  be  to  accept  of  the 
mediation  of  Spain,  Ihe  could   not   agree   to    any 
fufpenfion  of  arms  in  America,  which  France  infilled 
on  as    a  preliminary  condition,    without   hazarding 
the  whole  of  her  intcreft  there ;  and  that  the  cap- 
tures which  had  been  made  by  the  Englifh  were  the 
neceilary  confequences   of  the  encroachments  and 
injuflice  of  the  French,  particularly  in  that  country. 
Upon  this  remonftrance,  all  further  talk  of  the  me- 
diation of  Spain   was  dropped,  and  the  miniftry  of 
Verfailles  had  recourfe  to  the  Princes  of  Germany; 
amongft   whom  the  Ele6lor   of   Cologn    was    foon 
brought  over  to  their  party,  fo  as  to  confent  to  their 
forming  magazines   in  his  territories  in   Wefiphaha. 
This  was  a  plain  indication  of  their  de(ign  againft 
Hanover,  which  they  fooh  after  made  his  Britan^- 
ifick  iVlajefty,  who  was  then  at  Hanover,  an  offer 
of  fparing,  if  he  would  agree  to   cejftain  conditions 
of  neutrahty  for  that  ele(^\orate,  which  he  rejedled 
with  difdain.     Then  the  Count  D'Aubeterrq,  Envoy 
Extraordinary  from  France  at  the  Court  of  Vienna, 
propofed  a  fecret  negociation  with   the  minillers  of 
the   Emprefs-Queen.     The    fecret    articles    of   the 
treaty  of  Peterlburgh,  between  the  two   Emprefles, 
had    ftipulated  a  kind  of  partition  of  the  Pruflian 
territories,  in  cafe  that  Prince  Ihould   infringe  the 
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treaty  of  Drefden ;  but  his  Britannick  Majefly,  CHAP, 
though  often  invited,  had  always  refufed  to  agree  to  ^^■ 
any  fuch  llipulation  :  and  the  King  of  Poland,  how-  ^~I^^  • 
foever  he  might  be  inclined  to  favour  the  fcheme, 
did  not  dare  to  avow  it  formally,  till  matters  (hould 
be  more,  i^pe  for  carrying  k  into  execution.  The 
Coxirt  of  Vienna,  whofe  favourite  meafure  this  was, 
began  to  liften  to  »'Aubiterre's  infinuations,  and 
by  degrees  entered  into  negotiations  with  him, 
which,  in  the  end,  were  produ<Slive  of  that  unnatural 
confederacy  between  the  Emprefs-Queen  and  the 
King  of  France,  of  which  further  notice  will  be  taken 
in  the  occurrences  of  the  next  year,  when  the  treaty 
between  them,  into  which  they  afterwards  found 
means  fecrelly  to  bring  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  was 
concluded  at  Verfailles. 

§  XXI.  The  king  of  England  taking  it  for 
granted  that  the  French  would  invade  Hanover-  in 
confequence  of  their  rupture  with  Great- Britain 
which  feemed  to  be  near  at  hand,  began  to  take 
meafures  for  the  defence  of  that  decorate.  To  this 
end,  during  his  ftay  at  Hanover,  he  concluded,  on 
the  eighteenth  of  June,  a  treaty  with  the  Landgrave 
of  Hefle-Caflel,  by  which  his  Serene  Highnefe  en- 
gaged to  hold  in  readinefs,  during  four  years  for 
his  Majefty's  fervice,  a  body  of  eight  thoufand 
men,  to  be  employed,  if  required,  upon  the  con- 
tment,  or  in  Britain  or  Ireland ;  but  not  on  board 
the  fleet  or  beyond  the  feas :  and  alfo,  if  his  Bri- 
tannick Majefty  (hould  judge  it  neceflary  or  advan- 
tageous for  his  fervice,  to  furnifh  and  join  to  this 
body  of  eight  thoufand  men,  within  fix  months 
after  they  fliould  be  demanded,  four  thoufand  more 
of  which  feven  hundred  were  to  be  horfeor  dragoons' 
and  each  regiment  of  infantry  to  have  two  field 
pieces  of  cannon*.     Another  treaty  was  begun  with 

Ruflia 

•  The  King,  on  his  side,  promised  to  pav  to  the  Lindcrave  for 
these  succour*,  eight  crown,  banco,  by  wav  of  lew-monn  for 
every   cooper  or   dragoou  duly   atmeU    and   'mounted;    ai,d    thir?' 
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BOOK  Ruilia  about  the  fame  time;  but  this  did  not  fake 
v^^Ly  ^^^^  during  his  Majefty's  refidence  at  Hanover : 
'  17557  ^'^^^  others  were  not  concluded  was  the  more  fur* 
prifing,  as  our  fubfidy  treaty  with  Saxony  had  then 
expired,  and  that  with  Bavaria  was  near  expiring, 
and  as  the  fecuring  of  thele  two  Princes  in  our  in- 
tereft  was  at  leail  as  ncceflary  towards  forming  a 
fufficient  confederacy  upon  the  continent  for  the 
defence  of  Hanover,  as  it  was  to  fecure  the  Land- 
grave of  Hefle-Caflel.  If  the  reafon  of  their  not 
being  engaged,  and  no  other  feems  fo  probabk, 
was,  that  they  refufed  to  renew  their  treaties  with 
England  upon  any  terms,  all  that  can  be  faid  is, 
that  they  were  guilty  of  flagrant  ingratitude,  as  they 
bad  both  received  a  fubfidy  from  this  kingdom  for 
many  years  in  time  of  peace,  when  they  neither  were 
Bor  could  be  of  any  fervice  to  the  intereft  of  Great- 
Britain. 

§  XXI [.  On  the  fifteenth  of  July  an  exprefs  ar- 
rived from  Admiral  Bofcawen,  with  an  account  of  hi$ 
having  taken  the  two  French  (liips  of  war  the  Alcide 
and  the  Lys.  This  was  certainly  contrary  to  the 
expectation  of  the  Court  of  France  ;  for  had  they  ap- 
prehended any  fuch  attack,  they  would  not  have 
ordered  Mr.  M'Namara  to  return  to  Breft  with  the 
chief  part  of  their  fquadron ;  nor  was  it,  perhaps, 

crowns  banco  for  ever)-'  foot  soldier ;  the  crown  to  be  reckoned  at 
fifty-three  sols  of  Ilolland,  or  at  four  shillings  and  nine  pence  three 
ferthmgs  English  money ;  and  also  to  pay  to  his  Serene  Highness, 
lor  the  eight  thousand  men,  an  annual  subsidy  of  an  huiKired  and 
fifty  thousand  crowns  banco,  during  the  four  years,  to  commence 
from  the  day  of  sicning  the  treaty  ;  which  subsidy  was  to  be  increased 
to  three  hundred  thousand  crowns  yearly,  from'  the  time  of  Te<|u<ring 
the  troops,  to  the  time  of  their  entering  into  British  pay  ;  and  in  case 
of  their  being  dismissed,  the  said  subsidy  of  three  hundred  thousand 
crowns  was  then  to  revive  and  be  continned  during  the  residne  of  the 
term  :  but,  if  twelve  thousand  men  were  dcraandcxi  and  furnished,  th6 
subsidy  was  then  to  be  increased  in  proportion ;  and  in  case  the  King 
of  Great- Britain  should  at  any  time  think  fit  to  send  back  these  troops, 
before  the  expiration  of  the  treaty,  notice  thereof  was  to  be  given  to 
his  Serene  Highness  three  months  beforehand ;  one  month's  nay  was  to 
be  allowed  them  for  their  return,  and  tliey  were  to  be  furnished  grjti$ 
lltriih  thc^  necessary  uafiu»port  vessels. 
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lefs  contrary  to  the  expectation  of  fome  of  our  own  c  B  A  F. 
miniftry:  but  as  matters  had  been  carried  lo  far,  it  ^  ^^^ 
was  then  too  late  to  retreat ;  and,  thetefore,  orders  ly^IT 
were  foon  after  given  to  all  our  (hips  of  war  to  make 
reprifals  upon  the  French,  by  taking  their  (hips 
wherever  they  fhould  ,  meet  them.  Sir  Edward 
Hawke  failed  from  Portfmouth  on  the  twenty-firft  of 
July,  with  eighteen  Ihips  of  war,  to  watch  the  return 
of  the  French  fleet  from  America,  which,  however, 
efcaped  him,  and  arrived  at  Breft  on  the  third  day  oT 
September.  Commodore  Frankland  failed  from  Spit* 
head  for  the  Weft-Indies  on  the  thirteenth  o£  Auguft 
with  four  fhips  of  war,  furniflied  with  orders  to  com-* 
mit  hoftilities,  as  well  as  to  protedl  our  trade  and 
fugar-iflands  from  any  infult  that  the  French  might 
offer ;  and  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix,  their  Am- 
baflador  at  the  Court  of  London,  fet  out  for  Pa* 
ris  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  July,  without  taking 
leave, 

^  XXIII.  A  war  being  thus  in  fome  meafure 
begun,  his  Majefty  thought  proper,  perhaps  for 
that  reafon,  to  return  to  his  Britilh  dominions  looner 
than  ufual;  for  he  left  Hanover  on  the  eighth  of 
September,  and  arrived  on  the  fifteenth  at  Kenling- 
ton,  where  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  him  and 
the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  which  he  had  begun  during 
his  abfence,  w^  concluded  on  the  thirtieth  of  the 
fame  month.  By  this  treaty  her  Ruflian  Majefty 
engaged  to  hold  in  readinefs  in  Livonia,  upon  the 
frontiers  of  Lithuania,  a  body  of  troops  confilling 
of  forty  thoafand  infantry,  with  the  necefliry  artil- 
lery, and  fifteen  thoufand  cavalry ;  and  alfo  on  the 
coaft  of  the  fame  province,  forty  or  fifty  galUcs, 
with  the  neceflary  crews  ;  to  be  ready  to  a6l,  upon 
the  firft  order,  in  his  Majcfly's  fervice,  in  cafe, 
Jairf  the  fifth  article,  which  was  the  moll  remarkable^ 
that  tlie  dominions  of  his  Britannick  Majeliy  in 
Germany  (hould  be  invdded  on  account  of  the  in- 
tcrefts  or  difputes  which  regard  his  kingdoms ;  her 
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BOOK  Imperial  Majefty  declaring  that  (he  would  look  upon 
^^]\j  fucn  an  invaiion  as  a  cafe  of  the  alliance  of  the  year 
\^^  one  thouland  fevcn  hundred  and  forty-two ;  and 
.  that  the  faid  dominions  (hould  be  therein  comprifed 
in  this  refpeA ;  but  neither  thefe  troops  nor  gallics 
were  to  be  put  in  motion,  unlels  his  Britannick 
Majefty,  or  his  allies,  ihould  be  fomewhere  attacked ; 
in  which  cafe  the  Ruffian  General  fhotdd  march,  as 
foon  as  poffible  after  requiiition,  to  make  a  diver- 
lion  with  thirty  thouland  infantry  and  fifteen  thou- 
fand  cavalry;  and  (hould  embark  on  board  the 
gaUies  the  other  ten  thoufand  in£sintry  to  make  a 
defcent  according  to  the  exigency  of  the  affiur. 
On  the  other  fide,  his  Britannick  Majefty  engaged 
to  pay  to  her  Ruftian  Majefty  an  annual  fubiidy  of 
an  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling  a-year,  each 
5^ear  to  be  paid  in  advance,  and  to  be  reckoned 
from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the  radfications,  to 
the  day  that  thefe  troops  (hould  upon  requifition 
march  out  of  Ruflia;  from  which  day  the  annual 
fubiidy  to  her  Imperial  Majefty  was  to  be  five 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  to  be  paid  al- 
ways four  months  in  advance,  until  the  troops 
(hould  return  into  the  Ruffian  dominions,  and  ror 
three  months  after  their  return.  His  Britannick 
Majefty,  who  was  to  be  at  liberty  to  fend  once 
every  year  into  the  faid  province  of  Livonia  a  com- 
miliary,  to  fee  and  examine  the  number  and  condi-r 
don  of  the  faid  troops,  further  engaged,  that  in 
/rafe  her  Ruffian  Majefty  (hould  be  difturbed  in  thb 
diverlion,  or  attacked  herfelf,  he  would  furnilh  im- 
mediately the  fuccour  ftipulated  in  the  treaty  o£ 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty-two;  and  that 
in  cafe  a  war  ihould  break  out^  he  would  fent  into 
the  Baldck  a  fquadron  of  his  Ihips,  of  a  force 
fuitable  to  the  circumftances.  This  was  the  chief 
fubftance  of  the  treaty  which,  by  agreement  of  both 
pardes,  was  to  fublift  for  four  years  from  the  ex- 
change of  the  radficadons :  but  in  the  feventh  ardde 
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thefe  words  were  unluckily  inferted  :  "  ConfidcringcHAP. 
alfo  the  proximity  of  the  countries  wherein  the  diver-  ^^^V^' 
iion  in  queftion  will  probably  be  made,  and  the  ^^^ 
facility  her  troops  will  probably  have  of  fubfifting 
immediately  in  an  enemy's  country,  fhe  takes  upon 
herfelf  alone,  during  fucha  diverfion,  the  fubfiftence 
and  treatment  of  the  faid  troops  by  fea  and  land/* 
And  in  the  eleventh  article  it  was  ftipulated,  that 
all  the  plunder  the  Ruffian  army  fhould  take  from  , 

the  enemy  (hould  belong  to  them.  That  his  Bri- 
tannick  Majefty,  who  now  knew  enough  of  the 
Court  of  Vienna  to  be  fenfible  that  he  could  expe6t 
no  afliftance  from  thence,  in  cafe  his  German  do- 
minions were  invaded,  (hould  enter  into  this  con- 
vention with  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  in  order  to 
ftrengthen  his  defence  upon  the  continent,  was  ex- 
tremely natural ;  cfpecially  as  he  had  lately  lived  in 
great  friendfliip  with  her,  and  her  tranfadions  with 
the  Court  of  France  had  been  fo  fecret,  by  paffing 
through  only  that  of  Vienna,  that  he  had  not  yet 
been  informed  of  them  ;  neither  had  the  projedt  of 
the  treaty  of  Verfailles  then  come  to  his  knowledge, 
or  to  that  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  nor  had  either  of 
thcfe  princes  yet  made  any  formal  advances  to  the 
other.  / 

^  XXIV.  The  firft  intimation  that  appeared  pub- 
lickly  of  the  negociations  of  France  with  the  Em- 
prefs of  Germany,  was,  when  the  French  minifter, 
Count  d'Aubeterre,  declared  at  Vienna,  "  That 
"  the  warlike  defigns  with  which  the  King  his  maf- 
"  tcr  was  charged,  were  fufficiently  confuted  by  his 
**  great  moderation,  of  which  all  Europe  had  mani- 
"  fold  proofs :  that  his  Majefty  was  perfuaded  this 
"  groundlefs  charge  had  given  as  much  indignation 
**  to  their  Imperial  Majeflies  as  to  himfelf;  that  he 
**  was  firmly  refolved  to  preferve  to  Chriftendom 
*'  that  tranquillity  which  it  enjoyed  through  his  good 
**  faith,  in  religioufly  observing  the  treaty  of  Aix- 
'^  la-Chapelle  :  but  that  if  his  Britannick  Majefty's 
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BOOK  "  allies  iliould  take  part  in  the  war  which  was  kin- 

w'il^  "  ^'^^  ^"  America,   by  furniOiing  fuccours  to  the 

iy55^  "  Englifli,  his  Majcfty  would  be  authorifcd  to  con- 

*'  lider  and  treat  them  as  principals  in  it."     France 

likewife  made  the  fame  delaration  to  other  Courts. 

§  XXV.  The  words  and  ftipulation  in  the  above 
recited  claufe,  in  the  fevcnth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Great-Britain  with  Ruflia,  were  looked  on  as  a  me- 
nace leveUed  at  the  King  of  Pruflia,  who,  having 
fome  time  found  means  to  procure  a  copy  of 
this  treaty,  and  feeing  it  in  that  light,  boldly  de- 
clared, by  his  minifters  at  all  the  Courts  of  Europe, 
that  he  would  oppofe,  with  his  utmoft  force,  the 
entrance  of  any  foreign  troops  into  the  empire, 
under  any  pretence  whatever.  This  declararion 
was  particularly  difpleafing  to  the  French,  who  had 
already  marched  large  bodies  of  troops  towards  the 
frontiers  of  the.  empire,  and  erc6lecl  feveral  great 
magazines  in  Weftphalia,  with  the  permiilion  of  the 
Eledor  of  Cologn,  for  which  the  Englifh  rainifter 
at  his  Court  was,. in  Auguft,  ordered  to  withdraw 
from  thence  without  taking  leave.  However,  as 
foon  as  thi5  declaration  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  was 
notified  to  the  Court  of  Verfailles,  they  fent  an  Am- 
baflador  Extraordinary,  the  Duke  de  Nivernois,  to 
Berlin,  to  try  to  perfuade  his  Majefty  to  retra6l  his 
declaration,  and  enter  into  a  new  alliance  with  them. 
His  Pruffian  Majcfty  received  this  Ambaflador  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  feemed  to  denote  a  difpolition  to 
agree  to  every  thing  he  had  to  propofe.  This 
awakened  in  England  ia  jealoufy  that  his  declaration 
alone  was  not  to  be  relied  on^  but  that  it  was  ne- 
ccHary  to  bring  him  under  fome  folemn  engagement; 
efpecially  as  the  French  had  by  this  time  a  numerous 
army  near  the  Lower  Rhine,  with  magazines  pro- 
vided for  tlteir  march  all  the  way  to  Hanover  ;  and 
if  the  King  of  Pruflia  fuifered  them  to  pals  through 
his  dominions,  that  ele^orate  milft  be  fwallowcd  up 
before  the  Ruffian  auxiliaries  coidd^poffibly  be  brought 
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thither,  or  any  army  be  formed  for  protecting  it*.  CHAP. 

For  this  reafon  a  negociation    was   let  on  foot  by,^ ^^'  j 

Great-Britain  at  Berlin  ;  but  as  it  was  not  concluded    175^. 
before  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  we  fhall  defer 
entering  into  the  particulars  of  it,  till  we  come  to  that 
period. 

§  XXVI.  Meanwhile  the  French  made  another 
attempt  upon  the  Court  of  Madrid,  loudly  complain- 
ing of  the  taking  of  their  two  men  of  war  by  Bof- 
cawcn*s  fquadron,  before  any  declaration  of  war  was 
made,  reprefenting  it  as  a  moft  unjuftifiable  pro- 
ceeding, which  threatened  a  diflblution  of  all  faith 
amongft  nations.  This  produced  a  ftrong  memorial 
from  Sir  Benjamin  Keene,  our  minifter  ai  that  Court, 
importing,  "  That  it  was  well  known  that  the 
"  French  fleet  carried  troops,  ammunition,  and 
•*  every  thing  neceflary  for  defending  the  countries 
^  which  the  French  had  unjuflly  ufurped  in  Ame- 
"  rica,  and  of  which  the  Englifh  claimed  the  pro- 
**  petty  :  that  the  rules  of  felf- defence  authorife 
*^  c\rery  nation  to  render  fruitlefs  any  attempt  that 
*'  may  tend  to  its  prejudice  :  that  this  right  haii  been 
•*  made  ufe  of  only  in  taking  the  two  French  fhipa 
**  of  war ;  and  that  the  diftindtion  of  place  mignt 
**  be  interpreted  in  favour  of  the  Enghfh,  feeing 
"  the  two  fhips  were  taken  on  the  coafts  of  the 
*^  countries  where  the  conteft  arofe."  In  anfwer  to 
this  obfervation,  the  French  minifter  reprefented  the 
vaft  nuntber  of  fhips  that  had  been  taken  in  the 
European  fcas  ;  for  in  h&  the  Englifti  ports  foon 
began  to  be  filled  with  them  in  confequence  of  the 
general  orders  for  making  reprifals.  But  the  Court 
of  Madrid  was  fo  far  from  being  perfuaded  by  any 
thing  he  could  fay,  that  it  gave  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jefty  the  flrongcft  afTuranccs  of  its  friendfhip,  and  of 

♦  Perhaps  the  Elector  of  Hanover  was  more  arrald  of  the  Prussian 
Monarch  than  of  the  Most  Christian  King,  knovvinp;  with  what  case 
and  rapidity  this  entcrprizing  neighbour  could,  in  a  few  days,  subdue 
the  whole  clecioratc. 
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BOOK  its  intention  to  take  no  part  in  the  differences  be- 
IJ*'     twccn  him  and  France,  but  fuch  as  (hould  be  con- 

^^^  ciliatory,  and  tending  to  reftorc  the  pubUck  tran- 
quillity. 

^  XXVII.  On  the  other  hand,  his  Britannick 
Majefty  required,  as  King  of  Great- Britain,  the 
auxiliaries  ftipulated  to  him  by  treaty  from  the  Em- 
prefs- Queen,  But  thefe  were  refufed,  under  pre- 
tence, that  as  the  conteft  between  him  and  France 
related  to  America  only,  it  was  not  a  cafe  of  the  alli- 
ance; though  at  the  fame  time  the  French  made 
no  fcruple  of  owning;  that  they  intended  to  make  a 
powerful  defcent  on  Great-Britain  early  in  the  fpring. 
When,  a  little  while  after,  France  being  employed 
in  making  great  preparation  for  a  land  war  in  Eu- 
rope, the  King  of  England  required  her  to  defend 
her  own  poflcflions,  the  Barrier  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries with  the  number  of  men  ftipulated  by  treaty, 
which  countries,  acquired  by  Englifli  blood  and 
Englifh  treafure,  had  been  given  to  her  on  that  ex- 
prefs  condition,  (he  declared  that  (he  could  not  fpare 
troops  for  that  purpofe,  on  account  of  her  dangerous 
enemy  the  King  of  Pruffia :  and  afterwards,  when 
he  was  fccured  by  his  treaty  with  England,  (he  urged 
that  as  a  reafon  for  her  alliance  with  France.  It 
muft  be  owned,  however,  for  the  fake  of  hiftorical 
truth,  that  this  was  no  bad  reafon,  confidering  the 
power,  the  genius,  and  the  charadcr  of  that  Prince, 
who  hovered  over  her  dominions  with  an  army  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  veterans.  It  muft 
likewife  be  owned,  that  fhe  undertook  to  procure 
the  French  King's  confent  to  a  neutrality  for  Ha- 
nover, which  would  have  efFedlually  fecured  that 
cle<5lorate  from  the  invafion  of  every  other  power 
but  Pruffia  itfclf :  and  it  is  no  ftrained  conjedure 
to  fuppofe,  that  the  dread  of  this  very  power  was  the 
true  fource  of  thofe  connexions  in  Germany,  which 
entailed  fuch  a  ruinous  continental  war  upon  Great- 
Britain. 

^  XXVIII. 
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4  XXVIII.    Though  the  Englifh  Continued  to  c HAP. 
make  rcprilals  upon  the  French,  not  only  in  the  feas  ^   ^V-  ^ 
of  America,  but  alfo  in  thofe  of  Europe,  by  taking  ^^^17^ 
every  fhip  they  could  meet  with,  and  detaining  them, 
their  cargoes,  and  crews  ;  yet  the  French,  whether 
from  a  confcioufnefs  of  their  want  of  power  by  fea, 
or  that  they  might  have  a  more  plaufible  plea  to 
reprefent  England  as  the  aggreflbr,  were  fo  far  from 
returning  thefe  hoftilities,    that  their  fleet,    which 
cfcapcd  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  having  on  the  thirteenth 
of  Auguft,    taken  the  Blanford  (hip  of  war  with 
Governor  Lyttelton  on   board,    going  to  Carolina, 
they  fet  the  Governor  at  liberty,  as  foon  as  the  Court 
was  informed  of  the  (hip's  being  brought  into  Nantes, 
and  (hortly  after  releafed  both  the  fhip  and  crew. 
However,  at  the  fame  time,  their  preparations  for  a  ' 
land  war  dill  went  on  with  great  diligence,  and  their 
unnoft  arts  and  efforts  were  fruitlefsly  exerted  to 
perfuade  the  Spaniards  and  Dutch  to  join  with  them 
againil  Great-Britain. 

^  XXIX.  In  England  the  preparations  by  fea 
became  greater  than  ever,  feveral  new  (hips  of  war 
were  put  in  commiffion,  and  many  others  taken  into 
the  fervice  of  the  government :  the  exportation  of 
gunpowder  was  forbid  :  the  bounties  to  feamen  werd 
cohrinued,  and  the  number  of  thofe  that  either  en- 
tered voluntarily,  or  were  preflfed,  increafed  d^ly, 
as  did  alfo  the  captures  from  the  French,  among 
which  was  the  Efperance,  of  feventy  guns,  taken  ad 
Ihe  was  going  from  Rochefort  to  Breft  to  be  man- 
ned. The  land-forces  of  Great-Britain  were  like- 
wife  ordered  to  be  augmented ;  feveral  new  regi- 
ments were  raifed,  and  all  half- pay  officers,  and  the 
out-peniioners  belonging  to  Cnelfea-hofpital,  were 
directed  to  fend  in  their  names,  ages,  and  time  of 
fervice,  in  order  that  fuch  of  them  as  were  yet  able 
to  ferve  might  be  employed  again  if  wanted.  The 
Engli(h  navy,  fo  early  as  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber of  this  year,  confided  of  one  (hip  of  an  hundred 
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BOOK  and  ten  guns,  five  of  an  hundred  guns  each,  tbar- 
^^^  teen  of  ninety,  eight  of  eighty,  five  of  feventy-four, 
i^^  twenty-nine  of  feventy,  four  of  fixty-fix,  one  of 
fixty-four,  thirty-three  of  fixty,  three  of  fifty-four, 
twenty-eight  of  fifty,  four  of  forty-four,  thirty- five 
of  forty,  and  forty-two  of  twenty,  four  Hoops  of 
Mar,  of  eighteen  guns  each,  two  of  fixtcen,  eleven 
of  fourtceri,  thirteen  of  twelve,  and  one  of  ten,  be* 
fides  a  great  number  of  bomb-ketches,  fire-fhips, 
and  tenders;  a  force  fufficient  to  oppofe  the  united 
maritime  firength  of  all  the  powers  in  Europe ;  whilft 
that  of  the  French,  even  at  the  end  of  this  year,  and 
including'  the  (hips  then  upon  the  flocks,  amounted 
tp  no.  more  than  fix  fhips  of  eighty  guns,  twenty- 
one  of  feventy-four,  one  of  feventy-two,  four  of 
feventy,  thirty-one  of  fixty-four,  two  of  fixty,  fix 
*     of  fifty,  and  thirty- two  frigates. 

^  XXX.  Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  two  king- 
doms, when,  on  the  thirteenth  of  November,  the 
.Parliament  met,  and  his  Majefly  opened  the  feflion 
with  afpeech  from  the  throne,  in  which  he  acquainted 
thenir--"  Tliat  the  mod  proper  meafures  had  been 
^  taken  to  protedl  our  pofleffions  in  America,  and  to 
¥  regain  fuch  pans  thereof  as  had  been  encroached 
^  xrpon,  or  invaded ;  that  to  preferve  his  people 
^'  fronninbe  calamities  of  war,  as  well  as  to  prevent 
i^  a  general  v;ar  from  being  lighted  up  in  Europe, 
I  <*  he  had  been  alVrays  ready  to  accept  reafonable 
f^  and  booDurable  terms  of  accommodation,  but  that 
*'^  none  fuch  had  been  propofed  by  France :  that  he 
^*  had  alfo  confined  his  views  and  operations  to 
**,  hinder  France  from  making  new  encroachments, 
^  or.  fupporting  thofe  already  made  ;  to  exert  his 
^'  peojile's  right  to  a  fati^fadlion  for  hoftiliiies  com- 
f*  noitted  in  time  of  profound  peace,  and  to  dif- 
^^  appoint  fuch  defigns,  as,  from  various  appear- 
^VanccSiand  preparations,  there  was  reafon  to  think 
**  ha^  been  .formed  againlt  his  kingdoms  and  doroi- 
^  xixonsi'.that  the  King  of  Spain  earnefily  wi(hed 
.     .  ''  the 
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*^  the  prefervation  of  the  publick  tranquillity,  andcHAP. 

"  had  given  afllirances  of  his  intention  to  continue 

"  in  the  fame  pacifick  fentiments :  that  he  himfelf 

"  had  greatly  increafed  his  naval  armaments,  and 

"  augmented  his  land-forces  in  fuch  a  manner  as 

*'  might  be  leaft  burthenifome ;  and,  finally,  that  he 

"  had  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia, 

"  and  another  with  the  Landgrave  of  Helie-Caflcl, 

"  which  fhould  be  laid  before  them." 

^  XXXI.  In  anfwer  to  this  fpeech,  both  Houfes 
Voted  moft  loyal  addrefles,  but  not  without  a  warm 
oppofition,  in  each,  to  fome  of  the  particular  ex- 
preflions ;  for  it  having  been  propofed  in  the  Houfc 
of  Lords  to  infert  in  their  addrefs  the  words  fol- 
lowing, viz.  '*•  That  they  looked  upon  themfelves 
*^  as  obliged,  by  the  ftrongeft  ties  of  duty,  grati- 
"  tudc,  and  honour,  to  ftand  by  and  fupport  his 
^^  Majcfty  in  all  fuck  wife  and  neceflary  meafures 
"  and  engagements  as  his  Majcfty  might  have  taken 
"  in  vindication  of  the  rights  of  his  Crown,  or  to 
*'  defeat  any  attempts  which  might  be  made  by 
"  France,  in  refentment  for  fuch  meafures,  and  to 
"  aflift  his  Majefiy  in  disappointing  or  repelling  all 
*'  fuch  enterprizes  as  might  be  formed,  not  only 
*'  againft  his  kingdoms,  but  alfo  againft  any  other 
"  of  his  dominions  (though  not  belonging  to  the 
^^  Crown  of  Great-Britain)  in  cafe  they  ihould  be 
*'  attacked  on  account  of  the  part  which  his  Ma- 
*'  jefty  had  taken  for  maintaining  the  elfemial  inte- 
*'  refts  of  his  kingdoms  ^  the  inferting  of  thefe 
words  in  their  addrefs  was  oppofed  by  Earl  Temple, 
and  feveral  other  Ix>rds ;  becaufe,  by  the  firft  part 
of  them,  they  engaged  to  approve  of  the  treaties 
with  Uuflia  and  Iklle-CaHel,  neither  of  which  they 
had  ever  feen  ;  nor  could  it  be  fuppofed  that  either 
of  them  could  be  of  any  advantage  to  this  nation  ; 
and  by  the  fccond  part  of  thefe  words  it  fccmed  to 
be  refolved,  to  engage  this  nation  in  a  continental 
conneclion  for  the  defence  of  Hanover,  which  it  was 
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BOOK  impofiibic  for  England  to  fnpport,  ana  ^vbich  would 
vJ^ll-/  be  fo  far  from  being  of  any  a<h  an^^age  tr,  v  at  fea, 
^^5^  or  in  America,  that  it  might  at  laft  thul^le  ihc.  nation 
from  defending  itfelf  in  either  of  thofc  parts  of  the 
world.  But  upon  putting  the  qucftion,  the  inierting 
of  thefe  words  was  agreed  to  by  a  great  majoriry,  and 
accordingly  they  ftand  as  part  of  the  addrcfs  of  the 
Houfe  upon  that  occafion. 

^  XXXII.  To  this  remarkable  addrefs  his  Ma- 
jefty  returned  the  following  as  remarkable  anfwer: 
*'  My  Lords,  I  give  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  this 
•*  dutiful  and  affedtionate  addreis.  I  fee,  with  the 
*'  grcateft  fatisfeition,  the  zeal  you  exprefs  for  my 
*'  perfon  and  government,  and  for  the  true  intercft 
**  of  your  country,  which  I  am  determined  to  ad- 
"  here  to.  The  afTurances  which  you  give  me  for 
•*  the  defence  of  my  territories  abroad,  are  a  iiroog 
**  proof  of  your  afFedlion  for  me,  and  regard  for  my 
**  honour.  Nothing  fhall  divert  me  from  purfuing 
"  thofe  mealures  which  will  efFedlually  maintain  the 
"  pofleffions  and  rights  of  my  kingdoms,  and  pro- 
**  cure  reafonable  and  honourable  terms  of  accom- 
"  modation." — ^The  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons breathed  the  fame  fpirit  of  zeal  and  gratitude, 
and  was  full  of  the  warmed  afTurances  of  a  ready 
fupport  of  his  Majelly,  and  of  his  foreign  dominions^ 
if  attacked  in  refentment  of  his  maintaining  the 
tights  of  his  crown  and  kingdom  ;  and  his  Majefly*s 
anfwer  to  it  was  to  the  fame  effedl  as  that  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords.  The  fame,  or  nearly  the  Cunc 
words,  relating  to  the  treaties  concluded  by  his 
Majcfty,  and  to  the  defence  of  his  foreign  domi- 
nions, were  propofed  to  be  inferted  in  this  addrefs, 
which  was  oppofed  by  William  Pitt,  Efq.  then 
Paymafter  of  his  Majefty's  forces ;  the  Right  Hon. 
Henry  Legge,  Efq.  then  Chancellor  and  Under- 
treafurer  of  his  Majefty^s  Exchequer,  and  one  of  the 
Commiffioners  of  the  Treafury ;  and  by  feveral  other 
gentlemen  in  high  polls  under  the  government,  as 
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well  as  by  many  others:   but,    upon  putting  the  chap. 
queftion,  it  was  by  a  conliderable  majority  agreed  ^  ^^' ,  j 
to  infert  the  words  objcdled  to ;  and  ^ery  foon  after,    17557 
Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Leggc,  and  moft,   if  not  all,  of  the 
gentlemen  who  had  appeared  in  the  oppofition,  were 
dilmiiled   from  their  employments.     In   the  mean 
time,  a  draft  came  over  from  Ruflia  for  part  of  the 
new  fubiidy  flipulated  to  that  crown  ;  but  fome  ol 
the   miniftry,   who  were  then  at  the  head  of  the 
finances,  refufed  to  pay  it,  at  leaft  before  the  treaty 
ihould  be  approved  of  by  Parliament. 
.     §  XXXIlI.  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  had  not  been 
long  in  pofleflion  of  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State, 
before  it  was  generally  perceived,  that,  though  an 
honeft,  well  meaning  man,  and  a  favourite  with  the 
King,  his  abilities  were  not  equal  to  the  fundlions  of 
that  poft.     Much  lefs  were  they  fo  at  this  jun6hire, 
when  the  nation  was  on  the  point  of  being  engaged 
in  a  difficult  and  expeniive  war,  and  plunged  into 
foreign  meafures  and  connedlions,  which  would  re- 
quire the  utmoft  ikill  of  an  able  politician  to  render 
them  palatable  to  the  people.     Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr. 
Fox,  though  they  fcarce  ever  agreed  in  any  other 
particular,  had  generally  united  in  oppofing  his  mea-  \ 
lures,  and  their  fuperior  influence  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,   and  univerfally  acknowledged  abilirics, 
though  of  very  different  kinds,  had  always  prevailed, 
uncommon  as  it  was,  to  fee  two  perfons  who  held 
coniiderable  places  under  the  government,  one  of 
them  being  Paymafter-General,  and  the  other  Secre- 
tary at  War,  oppofe,  upon  almoft  every  occaiion,  a 
Secretary  of  State  who  was  fuppofed  to  know  and 
fpeak  the   fentiments  of  his  Mafter.     Sir  Thomas 
himfelf  foon  grew  fcnfible  of  his  want  of  fufficient 
weight  in  the  fenate  of  the  nation ;  and  therefore, 
of   his   own  accord,    on  the  tenth  of  November, 
wifely  and  dutifully  refigned  the  feals  of  his  office  to 
his  Majefty,  who  delivered  them  to  Mr.  Fox,  and 
appointed  Sir  Thomas  Mafter  of  the  Wardrobe, 
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BOOK  with  a  pcnfioa  to  him  during  his  life,  and  after  his 
,^J[J^  death  to  his  fons.  'Lord  Barrington  fucccedcd  Mr. 
1755.  Fox  as  Secretary  at  War ;  and  foon  after  Sir  George 
Lyttelton  was  made  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  a  Lord  of  the  Trcafury,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Legge,  who  had  declared  himfelf  againft  the  new 
continental  fyftem.  However,  notwithftanding  thefe 
changes  in  the  miniftry,  very  warm  debates  arofe  in 
both  Houfes,  when  the  treaties  of  Ruffia  and  Heflc- 
Caflcl  came  to  be  confidered  by  them  :  fome  of  the 
members  were  for  referring  them  to  a  committee : 
but  this  morion  was  over-ruled,  in  confidcration  of 
bis  Majefty's  having  engaged  in  them  to  guard  againft 
a  ftorm  that  feemed  ready  to  break  upon  his  ele6loral 
dominions,  merely  on  account  of  our  quarrel  with  the 
French.  They  were  at  length  approved  of  by  a 
majority  of  three  hundred  and  eighteen  againft  one 
hundred  and  twenty-lix,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ; 
and  by  eighty-four  againft  eleven,  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords. 

^  XXXIV.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  then  pro- 
ceeded to  provide  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year, 
and  for  the  deficiencies  of  the  provifions  for  the 
former.  Fifty  thoufand  feamen,  including  nine 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  marines, 
were  voted,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  November,  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  fifty-lix,  together  with  two  millions  fix  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  for  their  maintenance,  and  thirty- 
four  thouland  two  hundred  and  fixty-tbree  land  fol- 
dicrs,  with  nine  hutidred  and  thirty  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred and  three  pounds,  fix  (hillings,  and  nine-pence, 
for  their  fupport.  An  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
were  voted  as  a  fubfidy  to  the  Emprefs  of  Ruiiia  ; 
fifty-four  thoufand  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds, 
twelve  {hillings,  and  fix-pence,  to  the  Landgrave 
of  Hefli-Cafiel  ;  and  ten  thoufand  pounds  to  the 
Elector  of  BavariA. 

§  XXXV, 
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^  XXXV.  During  thcfe  tranfaiftions,  the  publick  CHAP, 
was  overwhelmed  with  coollernation,  by  the  tidings  ^   ^^-  ^ 
of  a  dreadful  earthquake,  which,  on  the  firft  of  No-  ^j^ 
vcmber,  (hook  all  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  many 
other  places  in  Europe,  and  laid  the  city  of  Lifbon 
in  ruins.     When  the  news  of  this  great  calamity  firft 
reached  England,  it  was  feared  the  confequenccs  of 
it  might  affe6l  our  publick  credit,  confidering  the 
vaft  interell  which  the  Englifti  merchants  had  in  the 
Portuguefe    trade :    but   fortunately,    it    afterwards 
proved  inconfiderable,  in    companion  of  what  had 
been  apprehended  :  the  quarter  in  which  the  Englilh 
chiefly  hvcd,  and  where  they  had  their  warehoufes, 
having  fufFered  the  leaft  of  any  part  of  the  city  ;  and 
mod  of  the  Englifli  merchants  then  redding  there, 
together  with  their  families,   being  at  their,  country- 
houfes  to  avoid  the  infults  ro  which  they  might  have^ 
been  expofed  from  the  Portuguefe  populace,   during 
the  celebration  of  their  auto-da  fe^  which  was  kept 
that  very  day.     The  two  firft  fhocks  of  this  dread- 
ful vifitarion  continued  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
after  which  the  water  of  the  river  Tagus  rofe  per-' 
pcndicularly  above  twenty  feet,  and  fubfided  to  its 
natural  bed  in  lefs  than  a  minute.     Great  numbci's 
of  houfes,  of  which  this  city  then  contained  about 
thirty-fix  thoufand,   extending  in   length  near  fix 
miles,  in  form  of  a  crefcent,  on  the  afcent  of  a  hill, 
upon  the  north  ihore  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  Ta- 
gus, within  nine  miles  fi*om  the  ocean,  were  thrown 
down  by  the  repeated    commotions   of  the   earth, 
together  with  fcveral  magnificent  churches,  monafte- 
ries,    and    pubUck    buildings.      But    what    enrirely 
completed  the  ruin  of  this  then  molt  opulent  capital 
of  the  Portuguefe  dominions,  was  a  devouring  con- 
flagrarion,  partly  fortuitous  or  natund,    but  chiefly 
occafioned  by  a  fet  of  impious  villains,  who,  unawed 
by  the  tremendous  fcene  at  that  very  inftant  pafling 
before  their  eyes,  with  a  wickednefs  fcarcely  to  be 
credited,  let  fire  cvea  to  the  falling  edifices  in  dif- 
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BOOK  fcrcnt  parts  of  the  city,  to  increafe  the  general  con- 
^^  ^^^'  J  fufion,  that  they  might  have  the  better  opportunity 
1155^  to  rob  and  plunder  their  already  defolated  fellow- 
citizens.  Out  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
inhabitants,  which  Lifbon  was  then  fuppofed  to  con- 
tain, about  ten  thoufand  periihed  by  this  calamity  ; 
and  the  furvivors,  deprived  of  their  habitations,  and 
deftitute  even  of  the  ncceflaries  of  life,  were  forced 
to  feek  for  (helter  in  the  open  fields. 

^  XXXVI.  As  foon  as  his  Majefty  received  an 
account  of  this  deplorable  event,  from  his  Ambaf- 
fador  at  the  Court  of  Madrid,  he  fent  a  meflage  to 
both  Houfcs  of  Parliament,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of 
November,  acquainting  them  therewith,  and  defir* 
ing  their  concurrence  and  afliiftance  towards 
fpeedily  relieving  the  unhappy  fufFerers  ;  and  the 
Parliament  thereupon,  to  the  honour  of  Britifli  hu- 
manity, unanimoufly  voted,  on  the  eighth  of  De- 
cember, a  gift  of  an  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for 
the  diftrefled  people  of  Portugal.  A  circumftance 
which  enhances  the  merit  of  this  a6tion  is,  that 
though  the  Englifli  themfelves  were,  at  that  very 
time,  in  great  want  of  grain,  a  confiderable  part  c^ 
the  fum  was  fent  in  corn,  flour,  rice,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  beef  from  Ireland  :  fupplies  which  came 
very  feafonably  for  the  poor  Portugucfe,  who  were 
in  adtual  want  of  the  neceflaries  of  life.  Their 
King  was  fo  afFeded  by  this  inftance  of  Britifti  gcne- 
Tofity,  that,  to  fhow  his  gratitude  for  the  timely  re- 
lief, he  ordered  Mr.  Caftres,  the  Britifh  Refident 
at  his  Court,  to  give  the  preference,  in  the  diftribu^ 
tion  of  thefe  fupplies,  to  the  Britifh  fubje6ts  who  had 
fuffered  by  the  earthquake :  accordingly,  about  a 
thirtieth  part  of  the  provifions,  and  two  thoufand 
pounds  in  money,  were  fet  apart  for  that  purpofe ; 
and  his  Portuguefe  Majefty  returned  -his  thanks,  in 
very  warm  terms,  to  the  Britifti  crown  and  nation. 

^  XXXVII.  The  report  of  an  intended  invafion 

of  thefe  kingdoms  by  the  French  increafing  daily, 
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on  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  January  Lord  Barrijig-  cH  A.  P. 
ton  as  Secretary  at  War,  laid  before  the  Houfe  an 
eftimate  for  defraying  the  charge  of  ten  new  regi- 
ments of  foot,  over  and  above  the  thirty-four  th<xi- 
land  two  hundred  and  lixty-thrce  land  foldiers  before 
ordered  to  be  raifed  ;  and  a  fum  of  ninety-one  thou- 
fand  nine  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds,  ten  fhillings, 
was  voted  for  thefe  additional  forces  :  upon  another 
eftimate  prefentcd  a  little  after  by  the  fame  Lord, 
and  founded  upon  the  fame  reafons,  for  railing,  for 
the  further  defence  of  the  kingdom,  eleven  troops 
of  light  dragoons,  forty-nine  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  pounds,  eleven  (hilUngs,  and  three 
pence,  were  voted  for  the  enfuing  year:  together 
with  eighty-one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  feventy- 
cight  pounds,  fixteen  fhillings,  for  a  regiment  of 
foot  to  be  raifed  in  North- America ;  two  hundred 
and  ninety-eight  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  pounds,  feventeen  (hiUings,  and  ten  pence  half- 
penny, for  the  maintenance  of  our  forces  already 
cftabliflied  in  our  American  colonies ;  and  feventy- 
niae  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds,  fix 
(hilHngs,  for  fix  regiments  of  foot  from  Ireland,  to 
fcrve  in  North  America  and  the  Eaft- Indies.  Be- 
fides  all  thefe  fupplies,  Mr.  Fox,  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  January,  prefented  to  the  Houfe  a  meflagc 
from  the  King,  defiriag  them  to  take  into  confidera- 
tion  the  faithfial  ferviccs  of  the  people  of  New-Eng- 
land, and  of  fome  other  parts  of  North- America ; 
upon  which  one  hundred  and  fifteen  thoufand  pounds 
more  were  voted,  and  five  thoufand  pounds  as  a  re- 
.ward  to  Sir  William  Johnfon  in  particular.  In  ihort, 
including  fevcral  other  fums,  as  well  for  defraying 
the  expence  of  the  army  and  navy,  as  for  a  fubfidy 
of  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  to  the  King  of  Prufiiia, 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty- one  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  forty-feven  pounds,  two  (hillings,  and 
fix  pence,  for  Hanoverian  troops,  of  which  two  laft 
articles  further  notice  will  be  taken  hereafter,  th^ 
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BOOK  whole  of  the  fupplies  granted  by  Parliament  In  this 
in.     feffion  amounted  to  feven  millions  twa  hundred  and 

^""J^^^  twenty-nine,  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fcventcen 
pounds,  four  (hillings  and  fix  pence  three  farthings. 
For  railing  this  fum,  befides  the  malt-tax,  and  the 
land  tax  of  four  (hillings  in  the  pound,  the  whole 
produce  of  the  finking-fund,  from  the  tifth  of  Janu- 
ary one  thoufand  fevtn  hundred  and  fifty-fix,  till  it 
(hould  amount  to  one  million  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds,  ele- 
ven (hillings,  and  eleven  pence  halfpenny,  was  or- 
dered to  be  applied  thereunto  ;  together  with  a  mil- 
lion to  be  raifed  by  loans  or  Exchequer- bills,  at  three 
per  cent,  interefi ;  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  to  be  raifed  by  the  fale  of  redeemable  annui- 
ties at  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  and  five  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  to  be  raifed  by  a  lottery,  at  three 
per  cent.  All  which  fums,  with  eighty-three  thou- 
fand four  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  two  fhillings, 
and  five  pence  halfpenny,  then  remaining  in  the 
Exchequer,  amounted  to  feven  millions  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty- feven  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
fixty-one  pounds,  five  Ihillings  and  feven  pence. 

§  XXXVIII.  The  claufe  inferted  in  the  mutiny  bill 
laft  year,  fubjedling  all  officers  and  foldiers  raifed  in 
America,  by  authority  of  the  refpecftive  governors 
.  or  governments  there,  to  the  fame  rules,  and  articles 
of  war,  and  the  fame  penalties  and\punilhments,  as 
the  Britifh  forces  were  liable  to  ;  the  adl  palled  at  the 
fame  time  for  regulating  the  marine  forces,  while  on 
(hore,  and  that  for  the  more  fpeedy  and  efte<3ual 
manning  of  his  Majefliy's  navy,  were  not  only  con- 
firmed now  ;  but  it  was  further  enacted,  with  xci\K& 
to  this  laft,  as  well  as  for  the  more  fpeedy  and  ef- 
fe(5lual  recruiting  of  his  Majefi:y  s  land  forces,  That 
the  Commiffioners  appointed  by  the  prefent  a^> 
ihould  be  empowered  to  raife  and  levy,  within  their 
refpe6livc  jurifdi(*3ions,  fuch  able-bodied  men  as  did 
not  follow  any  lawful  calling  or  employment :  or  had 
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not  fome  other  lawful  and  fufEcient  fupport ;  ^d 
might  order,  wherever  and  whenever  they  pleafed, 
a  general  fearch  to  be  made  for  fuch  pcrfons,  in  "^tsIT 
order  to  their  being  brought  before  them  to  be  exa- 
mined ;  nay,  that  the  parifh  or  town  officers  might, 
without  any  fuch  order,  fearch  for  and  fecure  iuch 
perfons,  in  order  to  convey  them  before  the  faid 
Commiffioners  to  be  examined  :  That  if  any  three 
Commiflioners  fliould  find  any  perfon,  fo  brought 
before  them,  to  be  within  the  above  defcription, 
and  if  the  recruiting  officer  attending  (hould  judge 
him  to  be  a  man  fit  for  his  Majefty's  fervice,  they 
fhould  caufe  him  to  be  dehvered  to  fuch  officer,  who 
might  fecure  him  in  any  place  of  fafcty  provided  by 
the  Juftices  of  Peace  for  that  purpofe,  or  even  in 
any  publick  prifon  ;  and  that  every  fuch  man  was 
from  that  time  to  be  deemed  a  lifted  foldier,  and  npt 
to  be  taken  out  of  his  Majefty's  fervice  by  any  prb- 
cefs,  other  than  for  fome  criminal  matter.  Nothing 
could  more  plainly  fhow  either  the  zeal  of  the  Parli- 
ament for  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war,  or  their 
confidence  in  the  juftice  and  moderation  of  our 
miniftry,  than  their  agreeing  to  this  adl,  which  was 
to  continue  in  force  till  the  end  of  the  next  feffion  ; 
and  which,  in  the  hands  of  a  wicked  and  enterprifing 
adminiftration,  might  have  been  made  fuch  an  ufe 
of,  as  would  have  been  inconfiftent  with  that  fecurity 
which  is  provided  by  our  happy  conflitution  for  the 
liberty  of  the  fubjecSt. 

^  XXXIX.  The  next  objc<5l  of  the  immediate  at- 
tention of  parliament  in  this  feffion  was  the  raifing  of 
a  new  regiment  of  foot  in  North- America ;  for 
which  purpofe  the  fum  of  eighty-one  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  feventy-eight  pounds,  fixteen  (hillings, 
to  which  the  eftimate  thereof  amounted,  was  voted. 
This  regiment,  which  was  to  confift  of  four  batta- 
lions of  a  thou^nd  men  each,  was  intended  to  be  raifed 
chiefly  out  of  the  Germans  and  Swifs,  who,  for 
many  years  paft,  had  annually  tranfportcd  thcmfelves 
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B  O  O  K  in  great  numbers  to  the  Bririfli  plantations  in  Amc- 
^^^  rica,  where  wafte  lands  had  been  affigned  them  upon 
i^^  the  frontiers  of  the  provinces ;  but,  very  injudici- 
oufly,  no  care  had  been  taken  to  intermix  them 
with  the  Englifh  inhabitants  of  the  place.  To  this 
circumftance  it  is  owing,  that  they  have  continued 
to  correfpond  and  converfe  only  with  one  another ; 
fo  that  very  few  of  them,  even  of  thofe  who  have 
been  born  there,  have  yet  learned  to  fpeak  or  under- 
ftand  the  Englifh  tongue.  However,  as  they  were 
all  zealous  Proteftants,  and  in  general  ftrong  hardy 
men,  and  accuftomed  to  the  climate,  it  was  judged 
that  a  regiment  of  good  and  faithful  foldiers  might 
be  raifed  out  of  them,  particularly  proper  to  oppofe 
the  French  :  but  to  this  end  it  was  neceflary  to  ap- 
point fome  officers,  efpecially  fubalterns,  who  under- 
ftood  military  difcipline,  and  could  fpeak  the  Ger- 
man language  ;  and  as  a  fufficient  number  of  fuch 
could  not  be  found  among  the  Englifh  officers,  it 
was  necefTary  to  bring  over  and  grant  commiffions  to 
feveral  German  and  Swifs  officers  and  engineers : 
but  this  ftep,  by  the  a6l  of  fettlement,  could  not 
be  taken  without  the  authority  of  Parliament,  an 
a6l  was  now  pafTed  for  enabling  his  Majefly  to  grant 
commiffions  to  a  certain  number  of  foreign  Pro- 
tcflants,  who  had  ferved  abroad  as  officers  or  engi- 
neers, to  ac^  and  rank  as  officers  or  engineers  in 
America  only.  An  a6l  was  likewife  paffcd  in  tliis 
fefiion  llridlly  forbidding,  under  pain  of  death,  any 
of  his  Majefly's  fubjecSls  to  ferve  as  officers  under  the 
French  King,  or  to  inlifl  as  foldiers  in  his  fervice,, 
without  his  Majefly's  previous  licence  ;  and  alfo  for 
obliging  fuch  of  his  Majefty's  fubjedls  as  fliould,  in 
time  to  come,  accept  of  commiffions  in  the  Scotch 
brigade  in  the  Dutch  fervice,  to  take  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  and  abjuration,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  five 
hundred  pounds. 

^  XL.   As  it  had  been  refolved,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  preceding  fummer,   to  build  vcfTcls  of  force 
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upon  the  lake  Ontario,  an  a6l  was  now  paflcd  for  CHAP, 
extending  the  maritime  laws  of  England,  relating  ^^\^ 
to  the  government  of  his  Majefty*s  fhips  and  forces  ^#5. 
by  fea,  to  fuch  officers,  feamen,  and  others,  as 
fhould  ferve  on  board  his  Majefty's  fhips  or  vcflcls 
employed  upon  the  lakes,  great  waters,  or  rivers  in 
North  America:  and  alio,  but  not  without  oppo- 
fition  to  this  laft,  for  the  better  recruiting  of  his 
Majefty*3  forces  upon  the  continent  of  America : 
to  which  end,  by  a  new  claufe  now  added  to  a  for- 
mer a6l,  a  recruiting  officer  was  empowered  to  inlift 
and  detain  an  indented  fervant,  even  though  his 
mafter  ihould  reclaim  him,  upon  paying  to  the 
matter  fuch  a  fum  as  two  Juftices  of  Peace  within 
the  precindl  (hould  adjudge  to  be  a  reafonable  equi- 
valent for  the  original  purchafe -money  and  the  re- 
maining time  fuch  fervant  might  have  to  ferve. 

§  XLI.  The  inteftine  broils  of  Ireland  were  hap- 
pily compofed  this  year,  by  the  prudent  management 
of  the  Marquis  of  Hartington,  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
that  kingdom.  By  his  fteady  and  difinterefted  con- 
duct, his  candour  and  humanity,  the  Irifti  were  not 
only  brought  to  much  better  temper,  even  among 
themfelves,  than  they  were  before  their  late  outrage- 
ous riots  and  dangerous  diflenfions  happened ;  but 
alfo  prevailed  upon  to  acquiefce  in  thtf  meafures  of 
England,  without  this  laft  being  obliged  to  give  up 
any  one  point  of  her  fuperiority.  The  leading  men 
in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  were  the  firft  that  con- 
formed :  and  though  the  ferment  continued  very  high 
for  fome  time  after,  among  the  middling  and  lower 
ranks  of  people,  it  was  at  length  entirely  allayed  by 
the  wifdom  of  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  and  the  excel- 
lent law,   which  he  encouraged  and  paffed  for  the 

benefit  of  that  nation  *.     The  P of  Ireland, 

1 1  2  who 

•  Among  other  objects  of  the  attention  of  the  legislature  of  that 
countr)',  ten  thousand  pounds  were  granted  for  making  the  river 
Norc  navigable  from  the  city  of  Kilkenny  to  the  to^vn  of  Innestalgc ; 
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BOOK  who  had  been  very  birfy  in  fomenting  many  of  die 
^^]l^  late  difturbanccs,    was,  by  his  Majefty's  command, 

^^TtssT    ftruck  off  the  lift  of  privy-Gounfcllors :    and  the 
greateft  part  of  thofc  patriots,    whom  fadlion  had 
turned  out  of  their  employments  therc>  were  rc- 
•  inflated  with  honour. 

§  XLII.  The  Parhament  of  England,  which  had 
adjourned  on  the  twenty-third  of  December,  met 
again :  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  thirteenth  of 

An.  1756.  January,  and  the  Lords  on  the  nineteenth.  On  the 
fixteenth  of  the  fame  month,  the  treaty  between  his 
Britannick  Majefty  and  the  King  of  Prulfia  was 
ligned,  importing,  That,  for  the  defence  of  their 
common  country,  Germany,  and  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  her  peace  and  tranquillity,  which  it  was  feared 
was  in  danger  of  being  difhirbed,  on  account  of  the 
difputes  in  America,  the  two  Kings,  for  that  end 
only,  entered  into  a  convention  of  neutrality,  by 
which  they  reciprocally  bound  themfelves  not  to  fuf- 
fer  foreign  troops  of  any  nation  whatsoever  to  enter 
into  Germany,  to  pafs  through  it  during  the  trou- 
bles aforefaid,  and  the  confequences  that  might  rc- 
fult  from  them  ;  but  to  oppofe  the  fame  with  their 
utmoft  might,  in  order  to  fecure  Germany  from  the 
calamities  of  war,  maintain  her  fundamental  laws 
and  conflitutions,  and  preferve  her  peace  uninter- 
rupted. Thus,  the  late  treaty  with  Ruilia  was  vir- 
tually renounced.  Their  Majefties,  moreover,  feifed 
.  this  favourable  opportunity  to  adjuft  the  differences 
that  had  fubfifted  between  them,  in  relation  to  the 
remainder  of  the  Silefia  loan  due  to  the  fubje^  of 
his    Britannick  Majefty,    and  the  indemnification 

twenty  thousand  pounds  towards  carn-ing  on  an  inland  nivigatioD 
from  the  city  of  Dublin  to  the  river  Shannon ;  four  thousand  pounds 
for  making  the  river  Newry  navigable ;  a  thousand  pounds  a  year  for 
two  years,  for  the  encouragement  of  English  Protestant  schools;  sererai 
turns,  to  be  distributed  in  premiums,  for  the  encouragfmenl  of  the 
cambrick,  hempen,  and  flaxen  manufactures ;  and  three  hundred 
thousand  pounds  to  bis  Majesty,  towards  supporting  the  several 
branches  of  the  establishment/  and  f#r  defraying  the  expeiKes  of  ih« 
government  for  t%vo  years. 
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claimed  by  the  fubjeds  of  his  Pruflian  Majefty  forCH  AP, 
their  lofles  by  fea  during  the  late  war;    fo  that  the^^ 
attachment  laid  on  the  faid  debt  was  agreed  to  be     itIc^ 
taken  off,   as  foon  as  the  ratification  of  this  treaty 
ihould  be  exchanged. 

^  XLIII.  On  the  twenty-firft  of  January  the  Houfe 
took  into  confideration  the  laws  then  in  being  re- 
lating to  the  militia  of  this  kingdom ;  and,  finding 
them  infufficient,  ordered  a  new  bill  to  be  prepared, 
and  brought  in,  for  the  better  regulating  of  the 
militia  forces  in  the  feveral  counties  of  England.  A 
bill  was  accordingly  prepared  to  that  efFedl,  and 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  on  the  twelfth  of  March  by 
the  Hon.  Charles  Towrffhend,  Efq.  who,  to  his  ho- 
nour, was  one  of  the  chief  promoters  of  it.  After 
receiving  many  amendments  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, it  was  on  the  tenth  of  May  pafled,  and  fent 
to  the  Lords  :  but  feveral  objedlions  being  made  to 
it  by  fome  of  the  Peers,  and  it  feeming  to  them 
that  fome  further  amendments  were  ftill  neceflary 
which  they  thought  they  could  not  in  thatfeffionfpare 
time  to  confider  fo  maturely  as  the  importance  of 
the  fubjedl  required,  a  negative  of  fifty-nine  againft 
twenty- three  was  put  upon  the  motion  for  palling  the 
bill ;  though  every  one  muft  have  been  fenfible,  not 
only  of  the  propriety,  but  even  of  the  abfolute  ne- 
ceffity  of  fuch  a  law,  which  was  ardently  defired  by 
the  whole  nation. 

§  XLIV.  On  the  twenty-feventh  of  May  his 
Majefty  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and,  after  hav- 
ing given  the  royal  aflent  to  the  bills  then  dependi^ig, 
thanked  his  Parliament,  in  a  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
for  their  vigorous  and  efFcdlual  fupport.  He  ac- 
quainted them,  that  the  injuries  and  hoftilities  which 
had  been  for  fome  time  committed  by  the  French 
againft  his  dominions  and  fubjedls,  were  then  fol- 
lowed by  the  a6lual  invafion  of  the  Ifland  of  Minorca, 
though  guaranteed  to  him  by  all  the  great  powers 
in  Europe,  and  particularly  by  the  French  King: 
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BOOK  That  he  had,  therefore,  found  himfelf  obliged,  in 
s^'ll^  vindication  of  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  of  the 
1^56.  rights  of  his  people,  to  declare  war  in  form  againft 
France  ;  and  that  he  relied  on  the  Divine  ProteSion, 
and  the  vigorous  afliftance  of  his  faithful  fubjc6b, 
in  fo  juft  a  caufe.  The  Parliament  was  then  ad- 
journed to  the  eighteenth  of  June  ;  and  from  thence 
afterwards  to  the  eighteenth  of  Juljr,  and  then  it  was 
prorogued, 
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C  II   A  P.     V. 


§  L  Letter  from  M.  RouilU  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
§  II.  The  two  nations  recriminate  on  each  other. 
\  III.  The  French  threaten  Great-Britain  with  an 
htvafion.  ^  IV.  Requifition  of  fix  thoufand  Dutch 
troops  according  to  treaty.  \  V.  Meffage  from  the 
King  to  the  Parliament.  §  VI.  A  body  of  HeJJians 
and  Hanoverians  tranfported  into  England.  §  VII. 
French  preparations  at  Toulon.  %  VIII.  Admiral 
Byngfaihfor  the  Mediterranean.  $  IX.  He  arrives 
at  Gibraltar.  §  X.  Engages  M.  de  la  Galiffonniere 
off  Minorca.  §  XI.  And  returns  to  Gibraltar. 
^  XII.  Ferment  of  the  people  at  home.  §  XIII. 
Admiral  Byng  fuperfeded^  and  fent  home  prifoner. 
§  XIV.  Account  of  thefiege  of  St.  Philip's  forts  in 
Minorca.  ^  XV.  Precautions  taken  by  General 
lilakeney.  §  XVI.  Siege  commenced.  §  XVII. 
Engli/h  fquadron  appears.  §  XVIII.  General  at^ 
tack  of  the  works.  §  XIX.  The  garrifon  capitu^ 
lates.  §  XX.  Sir  Edzvard  Hawke  fails  to  Minorca^ 
§  XXI.  Rejoicings  in  France y  and  clamours  in  Eng- 
land. §  XXII.  Gallantry  of  Fort  una  tus  Wright. 
^  XXIII.  General  Blakeney  created  a  Baron. 
^XXIV.  Meafures  taken  for  the  defence  of  Greats 
Britain.  §  XXV.  Proclamation.  ^  XXVI.  Earl 
of  Loudoun  appointed  Comnuinder  in  Chief  in  Ame- 
rica. §  XXVII.  His  Britannick  Majeflys  declarct^ 
iion  of  war.  ^  XXVIII.  Subflance  of  the  French 
Kings  declaration.  ^  XXIX.  Addrefs  of  the  City 
of  London.  ^  XXX.  Trial  of  General  Fowke. 
^  XXXI.  Affairs  of  America.  ^  XXXII.  Colonel 
Bradfireet  defeats  a  body  of  French  on  the  river 
Onondaga.  ^  XXXIII.  Earl  of  Loudoun  arrives 
at  New-York.  §  XXXIV.  Ofxvego  reduced  by 
the  enemy.  ^  XXXV.  Further  proceedings  in 
America.  §  XXXVI.  Naval  operations  in  that  coun- 
try,    ^  XXXVII.  Tranfa£liom  in  the  Eaft- Indies. 
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§  XXXVIII.  Calcutta  heftegedhy  the  Viceroy  of 
Bengal.  §  XXXIX.  Deplorable  fate  of  thofewhd 
fert/hed  in  the  dungeon  there.  §  XL.  Additional 
cruelties  exercifed  on  Mr.  Holwell.  §  XLI.  Refoluiion 
againfl  jin^ria.  ^  XLII.  Fort  ofGeria  taken  by 
Jdmiral  Wat/on  and  Mr.  Clive.  §XLIII.  Their 
fuhfequent  proceedings  in  the  river  Ganges. 

B  o  o  K  ^  I.  JN  the  month  of  January  Mr.  Fox,  lately  ap- 
ni.  ■*    pointed  Secretary  of  State,  received  a  letter 

^^^^from  M.  Rouill^,  Minifter  and  Secretary  of  State  for 
foreign  affairs  to  the  King  of  France,  expoftulating, 
in  the  name  of  his  Sovereign,  upon  the  orders  and 
jnftru6lions  for  committing  hoftilities,  which  his 
Britannick  Majcfty  had  given  to  General  Braddock 
and  Admiral  Bofcawen,  in  diametrical  oppofition  to 
the  moft  folemn  afliirances  fo  often  repeated  by  word 
of  mouth  as  well  as  in  writing.  He  complained  of 
the  infult  which  had  been  offered  to  his  Matter's  flag 
in  attacking  and  taking  two  of  his  (hips  in  the  open 
fea,  without  any  previous  declaration  of  war ;  as  alfo 
by  committing  depredations  on  the  commerce  of 
his  mofl  ChnfHan  Majefly's  fubje<5\s,  in  contempt 
of  the  law  of  nations,  the  faith  of  treaties  and  the 
ufages  eftabliihed  among  civilized  nations.  He 
faid,  the  fentiments  and  charadler  of  his  Britannick 
Majefty  gave  the  King  his  Matter  room  to  expefl, 
that  at  his  return  to  London  he  would  difavow  the 
conduft  of  his  admiralty ;  but  feeing  that,  inftead 
of  punifhing,  he  rather  encouraged  thofe  who  had 
been  guilty  of  fuch  depredations,  his  Moft  Chriflian 
Majeuy  would  be  deemed  deficient  in  what  he  omtii 
to  his  own  glory,  the  dignity  of  his  crown,  and  the 
defence  of  nis  people,  if  he  deferred  any  longer  de- 
manding a  lignal  reparation  for  the  outrage  done  to 
the  French  flag,  and  the  damage  fuftained  by  his 
fubjedls.  He,  therefore,  demanded  immediate  and 
full  reftitution  of  all  the  French  (hips,  which,  con- 
trary to  law  and  decorum  had  been  taken  by  the 
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Engliflinary,  together  with  all  the  ofRccrs,  foldiers,  CHAP. 
mariners,  guns,  ftorcs,  and  merchandize.  He  de-  ^J^-j 
clared  that  fhould  this  reftitution  be  made,  he  (hould  ^73^7 
be  willing  to  engage  in  a  negociation  for  what  fur- 
ther fatisfaflion  he  might  claim,  and  continue  de- 
firous  to  fee  the  differences  relating  to  America 
determined  by  a  foUd  and  equitable  accommodation; 
but  if  contrary  to  all  hopes,  thefe  demands  (hould 
be  rcjeded,  he  would  confider  fuch  a  denial  of  juf- 
tice  as  the  moft  authentick  declaration  of  war,  and 
as  a  formed  defign  in  the  Court  of  London  to  difturb 
the  peace  of  Europe.  To  this  peremptory  remon- 
ftrance  the  Britifh  Secretary  was  directed  to  anfwer. 
That  though  the  King  of  England  would  readily 
confent  to  an  equitable  and  folid  accommodation, 
he  would  not  comply  with  the  demand  of  immediate 
and  full  reftitution  as  a  preliminary  condition  ;  for 
his  Majefty  had  taken  no  fieps  but  fuch  as  were  ren- 
dered juft  and  indifpenfable  by  the  hoftilitics  which 
the  French  began  in  time  of  profound  peace,  and 
a  proper  regard  for  his  own  honour,  the  rights  and 
pofleffions  of  his  crown,  and  the  fecurity  of  his 
kingdoms. 

^  II.  Without  all  doubt  the  late  tranfa6lions  had 
afForded  fpecious  arguments  for  both  nations  to  im- 
peach the  condu6l  of  each  other.  The  French 
Court,  confcious  of  their  encroachments  in  Nova- 
Scotia,  afFedled  to  draw  a  fhade  over  thefe,  as  par- 
ticulars belonging  to  a  difputed  territory,  and  to 
divert  the  attention  to  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  where 
Jamonville  and  his  detachment  had  been  attacked 
and  maflacred  by  the  Engliflj,  without  the  leaft  pro- 
vocation. They  likcwife  inveighed  againft  the  cap- 
ture of  their  (hips,  before  any  declaration  of  war,  as 
flagrant  a<fts  of  piracy  ;  and  fome  neutral  Powers  of 
Europe  feemed  to  confider  them  in  the  fame  point 
of  view.  It  was  certainly  high  time  to  check  the 
infolencc  of  the  French  by  force  of  arms,  and  furely 
this  might  have  been  as  effevftually  and  expcditioufly 
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BOOK  exerted  under  the  ufual  fan<5lion  of  a  formal  decla- 
^.  ^^^'j  ration ;  the  omiffion  of  which  expofed  the  admirrif- 
ijd(s7  tration  to  the  cenfure  of  our  neighbours,  and  fixed 
the  imputation  of  fraud  and  free-booting  on  the 
beginning  of  the  war.  The  miniftry  was  faid  to 
have  delayed  the  ceremony  of  pronouncing  war  from 
political  confiderations,  fuppofing  that,  fhould  the 
French  be  provoked  into  the  firft  declaration  of  this 
kind,  the  Powers  of  Europe  would  confider  his  mod 
Chriftian  Majefty  as  the  aggrclTor,  and  Great-Britain 
would  reap  all  the  fruits  of  the  dcfenfive  alliances  in 
which  (he  had  engaged.  But  nothing  could  be  more 
weak  and  frivolous  than  fuch  a  conjecture.  The 
aggreflbr  is  he  who  firft  violates  the  peace  ;  and  every 
ally  will  interpret  the  aggreffion  according  to  his 
own  interefl  and  convenience.  The  adminiftration 
tnaintained  the  appearance  of  candour  in  the  midft 
of  their  hoftilities.  The  merchant  Ihips,  of  which 
a  great  number  had  been  taken  from  the  French, 
were  not  fold  and  divided  among  the  captors,  ac- 
cording to  the  practice  of  war  ;  but  carefully  fequef- 
tered,  with  all  their  cargoes  and  efFedls,  in  order  to 
be  reftored  to  their  right  owners,  in  cafe  the  difputcs 
between  the  two  nations  fhould  not  be  produdivc  of 
an  open  rupture.  In  this  particular,  however,  it  was 
pity  that  a  little  common  fenfe  had  not  been  blended 
with  their  honourable  intention.  Great  part  of  the 
cargoes  confifted  of  fifh,  and  other  periftiable  com- 
modities, which  were  left  to  rot  and  putrify,  and  af- 
terwards thrown  overboard,  to  prevent  contagion ; 
fo  that  the  owners  and  captors  were  equally  difap- 
pointed,  and  the  value  of  them  loft  to  both  nations. 
^  III.  The  Court  of  Verfailles,  while  they  pre- 
fented  remonflrances  which  they  knew  would  prove 
ineflTedlual,  and  exclaimed  againft  the  condudl  of 
Great-Britain  with  all  the  arts  of  calumny  and  exag- 
geration at  every  court  in  Chriftendom,  continued 
neverthelefs  to  make  fuch  preparations  as  denoted 
a  defign  to  profecute  the  war  with  uncommon  vigour. 
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They  began  to  repair  and  fortify  Dunkirk :  orders  CHAP, 
were  publiftied,  that  all  Britifh  fubjcds  (hould  quit  y^y^ 
the  dominions  of  France  :  many  Englifli  veflels  were  yjssT 
fcized  in  the  different  ports  of  that  kingdom,  and 
their  crews  fent  to  prifon.  At  the  fame  time  an 
ediift  was  iflued,  inviting  the  French  fubjedts  to  equip 
privateers,  offering  a  premium  of  forty  livres  for 
every  gun,  and  as  much  for  every  man  they  fhould 
take  from  the  enemy  ;  and  promiling  that,  in  cafe 
a  peace  fhould  be  fpeedily  concluded,  the  King 
would  purchafe  the  privateers  at  prime  coft.  They 
employed  great  numbers  of  artificers  and  feamen 
in  equipping  a  formidable  fquadron  of  (hips  at 
Breft ;  and  aflembling  a  flrong  body  of  land  forces, 
as  well  as  a  confiderable  number  of  traufports, 
threatened  the  ifland  of  Great-Britain  with  a  dan- 
gerous invafion. 

^  IV.  The  Englifh  people  were  feized  with  con- 
fternation:  the  mi  niflry  were  alarmed  and  perplexed. 
Colonel  Yorke,  the  Britifh  Refident  at  the  Hague, 
was  ordered  by  his  Majefly  to  make  a  requifition  of 
the  fix  thoufand  men  whom  the  States-General  are 
obliged  by  treaty  to  furnifh,  when  Great- Britain  fhall 
be  threatened  with  an  invafion  :  and  in  February  he 
prefented  a  memorial  for  this  purpofe,  Monfieur 
d'Affiry,  the  French  King's  minifter  at  the  Hague, 
having  received  intimation  of  this  demand,  produced 
a  counter-memorial  from  his  Mafler,  charging  the 
Englifh  as  the  aggreflbrs,  and  giving  the  States 
General  plainly  to  underftand,  that,  fhould  they  grant 
the  fuccours  demanded  by  Great-Britain,  he  would 
confider  their  compliance  as  an  a6l  of  hoftility  againfl 
himfelf.  The  Dutch,  though  divided  among  them- 
felves  by  fa6lion,  were  unanimoufly  averfe  to  any 
meafure  that  might  involve  them  in  the  approaching 
war.  Their  commerce  was  in  a  great  meafure  de- 
cayed and  their  finances  were  too  much  exhaufted 
to  admit  of  an  immediate  augmentation  of  their  for- 
ces, which  for  many  other  reafons  they  flrove  to  avoid. 
7  They 


Digitized 


by  Google 


4g2  HISTORY  OF   ENGLAND. 

BOO  KThcy  forefaw  a  great  incrcafe  of  trade  in  their  ad- 
v-^!Il/  hering  to  a  pun6lual  neutrality :  they  were  afraid  of 
rj3Q^  the  French  by  land,  and  jealous  of  the  Englifli  by 
fea;  and,  perhaps,  enjoyed  the  profpedt  of  feeing 
thefe  two  proud  and  powerful  nations  humble  and 
impoverifti  each  other.  Certain  it  is,  the  States- 
General  protracted  their  anfwer  to  Mr.  Yorke's  me- 
morial by  fuch  afFedled  delays,  that  the  Court  of 
London  perceived  their  intention,  and,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  mortification  of  a  flat  denial,  the  King  or- 
dered his  Refident  to  acquaint  the  Princefs  Regent, 
that  he  would  not  iniift  upon  this  demand.  The 
States,  thus  freed  from  their  perplexity,  at  length 
delivered  an  anfwer  to  Mr.  Yorke,  in  which  they 
expatiated  on  the  difficulties  they  were  laid  under, 
and  thanked  his  Britannick  Majefty  for  having  freed 
them  by  his  declaration  from  that  embarraflhient  into 
which  they  were  thrown  by  his  firfl  demand  and 
the  counter  memorial  of  the  French  minifter.  The 
real  fentiments  of  thofe  people,  however,  more  plain- 
ly appeared  in  the  previous  refolution  delivered  to 
the  States  of  Holland  by  the  towns  of  Amflerdam, 
Dort,  Haerlem,  Gk)uda,  Rotterdam,  and  Enckhuy- 
fen,  declaring  flatly  that  England  was  uncontro- 
vertibly  the  aggreflbr  in  Europe,  by  feizing  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  French  vefiels ;  that  the  threat- 
ened invafion  of  Great-Britain  did  not  affedl  the 
Republick's  guarantee  of  the  proteflant  fuccefiion, 
inafmuch  as  it  was  only  intended  to  obtain  repara- 
tion for  the  injury  fuflained  by  the  fubjecSb  of  his 
Mofl  Chriflian  Majefty;  finally,  that  the  faccours 
demanded  could  be  of  no  advantage  to  the  King  of 
England,  as  it  appeared  by  the  declaration  of  bis 
Moft  Chriftian  Majefty;  that  their  granting  thefe 
fuccours  would  immediately  lay  them  under  a  necef- 
(ity  of  demanding,  in  their  turn,  affiflance  from 
Great-Britain.  From  this  way  of  arguing,  the  Eng- 
lifh  may  perceive  what  they  have  to  expedl  in  cafes 
of   emergency  from  the  friendftiip  of  their  neareft 
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allies,  who  tnuft  always  be  fiirnifhed  with  the  fame  c  H  ^v  P. 
cxcufe,  whenever  they  find  it  convenient  or  neceflary^  ^_\-' 
to  their  own  intereft.  Such  a  confideration,  joined ^T^eT 
to  other  concurring  motives,  ought  to  induce  the 
Britifli  Legiflature  to  withdraw  its  dependence  from 
all  foreign  connexions,  and  provide  fuch  a  conflitu- 
tional  force  within  itfelf,  as  will  be  fully  fufficient  to 
baffle  all  the  efforts  of  an  external  enemy.  The 
apprehenfions  and  diftra6lion  of  the  people  at  this 
jun(5lurc  plainly  evinced  the  expediency  of  fuch  a 
national  force  ;  but  different  parties  were  divided  in 
their  opinions  about  the  nature  of  fuch  a  provifion. 
Some  of  the  warmeft  friends  of  their  country  pro- 
pofed  a  well  regulated  militia,  as  an  inftitution  that 
would  efFe6lually  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  defending  a 
wide  extended  fea-coaft  from  invafion ;  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  this  propofal  was  ridiculed  and  re- 
futed as  impradiicable  or  ufelefs  by  all  the  retainers 
to  the  Court,  and  all  the  officers  of  the  Handing  ar- 
my, la  the  mean  time,  as  the  experiment  could  not 
be  immediately  tried,  and  the  prefent  jundure  de- 
manded fome  inflant  determination,  recourfe  was  had 
to  a  foreign  remedy. 

^  V.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  March,  the  King 
fent  a  written  meflage  to  Parliament,  intimating, 
that  he  had  received  repeated  advices  from  different 
perfons  and  places,  that  a  defign  had  been  formed 
by  the  French  Court  to  invade  Great-Britain  or 
Ireland  ;  and  the  great  preparations  of  forces,  (hips, 
artillery,  and  warlike  (lores,  then  notorioufly  making 
in  the  ports  of  France  oppofite  to  the  Briti(h  coafts, 
together  with  the  language  of  the  French  minifters 
in  fome  foreign  courts,  left  little  room  to  doubt  the 
reality  of  fuch  a  defign  :  that  his  Majefly  had  aug- 
mented his  forces  both  by  fea  and  land,  and  taken 
proper  meafures  and  precautions  for  putting  his 
kingdom  in  a  poflure  of  defence  :  that,  in  order 
further  to  (Irengthen  himfelf,  he  had  made  a  requi- 
fition  of  a  body  of  Hefiian  troops,  purfuant  to  the 
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BpOK  late  treaty,  to  be  forthwith  brought  orcr,  and  for 
w^w  ^^^^  purpofe  ordered  tranfpOrts  to  be  prepared  ;  that 
ij^  he  doubted  not  of  being  enabled  and  fupported  by 
his  Parliament  in  taking  fuch  meafures  as  might  be 
conducive  to  an  end  fo  eflential  to  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  the  prefervation  of  the  Proteftant  Religion, 
and  the  laws  and  liberties  of  thefe  kingdoms.  This 
meflage  was  no  fooner  received,  than  both  Houfes 
voted,  compofcd,  and  prefented  very  warm  and  af- 
fedionate  addreflcs,  in  which  his  Majefty  was  thanked 
for  the  requifition  he  had  made  of  the  Heffiart 
troops;  a  meafure  which  at  any  other  time  would 
have  been  ftigmatifed  with  all  the  fatire  and  rhetorick 
of  the  oppofition. 

^VI.  Even  this  precaution  was  not  thought  fufE- 
cient  to  fecure  the  ifland,  and  qujet  the  terrors  of 
the  people.  In  a  few  days  Mr.  Fox,  the  new  mi- 
nifter,  encouraged  by  the  unanimity  which  had  ap- 
peared fo  confpicuotis  in  the  motions  for  the  late 
addrefles,  ventured  to  move  again,  in  the  houfe  of 
Commons,  that  another  addrefs  fhould  be  prefented 
to  the  King,  befeeching  his  Majefty,  that  for  the 
more  efFedtual  defence  of  this  ifland,  and  for  the 
better  fecurity  of  the  religion  and  liberties  of  his 
fubjedls,  againft  the  threatened  attack  by  a  foreign 
enemy,  he  would  be  gracioufly  plcafed  to  order 
twelve  battalions  of  his  eledloral  troops,  together 
with  the  ufual  detachment  of  artillery,  to  be  forth- 
with brought  into  this  kingdom.  There  was  a 
confiderable  party  in  the  Houfe  to  whom  fuch  a 
motion  was  odious  and  deteftable :  but  confidering 
the  critical  fituation  of  affairs,  they  were  afraid  that  a 
direct  oppofition  might  expofe  them  to  a  more  odious 
fufpicion:  they,  therefore,  moved  for  the  order  of  the 
day,  and  infilled  on  the  queftion's  being  put  upott 
that  motion;  but  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by 
a  confiderable  majority,  which  alfo  agreed  to  the 
other  propofal.  The  refolution  of  the  Houfe  was 
communicated  to  the  Lords,  who  unanimoufly  con- 
curred ; 
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corred  ;  and  their  joint  addrefs  being  prefented,CH*AP. 
his  Majefty  aflured  them  he  would  immediat-ely  ^  ^-  ^ 
comply  with/their  requeft.  Accordingly,  fuch  ex-  itsST"^^ 
pedition  was  ufed,  that  in  the  courfe  of  the  next 
month  both  Hanoverians  and  Heffians  arrived  in 
England,  ^nd  encamped  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom.— As  the  fears  of  an  invafion  fubfided  in 
the  min^s  of  the  people,  their  antipathy  to  thefe 
foreign  /auxiliaries  emerged.  They  were  beheld 
with  the  eyes  of  jealoufy,  fufpicion  and  difdain. 
They  were  treated  with  contempt,  referve,  and 
rigour.  The  miniftry  was  execrated  for  having  re- 
duced the  nation  to  fuch  a  low  citcumfiance  of  dif- 
grace,  as  that  they  fhould  owe  their  fecurity  to 
German  mercenaries.  There  were  not  wanting 
feme  incendiaries,  who  circulated  hints  and  infinua- 
tions,  that  the  kingdom  had  been  purpofely  left  un- 
provided ;  and  that  the  natives  of  South-Britain  had 
been  formerly  fubdued  and  expelled  by  a  body  of 
Saxon  auxiliaries,  whom  they  had  hired  for  their 
prefervation.  In  a  word,  the  doubts  and  fufpicions 
of  a  people  naturally  blunt  and  jealous  were  inflamed 
to  fuch  a  degree  of  animofiiy  that  nothing  would 
have  reftrained  them  from  violent  adts  of  outrage, 
but  the  mod  orderly,  modeft  and  inoffenfive  beha- 
viour by  which  both  the  Hanoverians  and  Heflians 
were  diftinguiflied. 

§  VII.  tJnder  the  cloak  of  an  invading  arma* 
ment  which  engrofled  the  attention  of  the  Britifh 
nation,  the  French  were  adlually  employed  in  pre- 
parations for  an  expedition,  which  fucceeded  accord- 
ing to  their  wifh.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
advice  was  received  that  a  French  fquadron  would 
foon  be  in  a  condition  to  fail  from  Toulon  :  this  was 
afterwards  confirmed  by  repeated  intelligence,  not 
only  from  foreign  gazettes,  but  alfo  from  Englifh 
minifters  and  confuls  refiding  in  Spain  and  Italy. 
They  affirmed  that  the  Toulon  fquadron  confifted 
of  twelve  or  fifteen  (hips  of  the  line,  with  a  great 
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B  0*0  K  number  of  tranfports ;  that  they  were  fupplied  with 
^^l-  provifion  for  two  months  only,  confequently  could 
^^?^not  be  intended  for  America ;  and  that  ftrong  bodies 
of  troops  were  on  their  march  from  different  parts 
of  the  French  dominions  to  Dauphind  and  Provence 
in  order  to  be  embarked.  Notwithftanding  thefc 
particulars  of  information,  which  plainly  pointed  out 
Minorca  as  the  object  of  their  expedition  ;  notwith- 
ftanding the  extenlive  and  important  commerce  car* 
ried  on  by  the  fubje^ls  of  Great-Britain  in  the  Me- 
diterranean; no  care  was  taken  to  fend  thither  a 
fquadron  of  (hips  capable  to  protedt  the  trade,  and 
fruftrate  the  dengns  of  the  enemy.  That  great  pro- 
vince was  left  to  a  few  inconfiderable  fhips  and  fri- 
gates, which  could  ferve  no  other  purpofe  than  that 
of  carrying  intelligence  from  port  to  port,  and  en- 
riching their  commanders,  by  making  prize  of 
merchant  veflels.  Nay,  the  miniftry  feemed  to 
pay  little  or  no  regard  to  the  remonfirance  of  Gene- 
ral Blakeney,  Deputy  Governor  of  Minorca,  who, 
in  repeated  advices,  reprefented  the  weaknefs  of  the 
garrifon  which  he  commanded  in  St.  Philip's  cafile, 
the  chief  fortrefs  on  the  ifland.  Far  from  ftrengthen- 
ing  the  garrifon  with  a  proper  reinforcement,  they 
did  not  even  fend  thither  the  officers  belonging  to  it, 
who  were  in  England  upon  leave  of  abfence,  nor 
give  diredlions  for  any  vcflel  to  tranfport  them,  un- 
til the  French  armament  was  ready  to  make  a  de- 
fcent  upon  that  ifland  *. 

§  VIII. 

♦  It  is  with  pleasure  we  seize  this  opportunity  of  recording  an  in- 
stance  of  gallantry  and  patriotism  in  a  British  officer,  which  would 
have  done  honour  to  the  character  of  a  Roman  tribune.  Ciptain 
Cunningham,  an  accomplished  young  gentleman,  who  acted  as  en- 
gineer in  second  at  Minorca  ;  being  preferred  to  a  Majority  at  home, 
and  recalled  to  his  regiment  by  an  express  order,  had  repaired  v^th 
his  family  to  Nice  in  Italy,  where  he  waited  for  the  opportunity  of 
a  ship  bound  for  England,  when  he  received  certain  intelligence  that 
the  French  armament  was  destined  for  the  place  he  had  quitted.  Hit 
Udy,  whom  he  tenderly  loved,  was  just  delivered',  and  two  of  his 
children  were  dangerously  ill  of  the  small-pox.  He  recollected  that 
the  chief  engineer  of  Minorca  was  infirm,  and  indeed  disabled  by  the 
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^  VIII.  At  length,  the  deftination  of  the  enemy's  CHAP. 
fleet  being  univerfally  known,  the  miniftry  feemed  to  ^^  ^'  ^ 
roufc  from  their  lethargy,  and,  like  perfons  fuddenly  175c, 
waking,  a6ted  with  hurry  and  precipitation.  Inftead 
of  detaching  a  fquadron  that  in  all  refpe6ls  fhould  be 
fuperior  to  the  French  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  beflowing  the  command  of  it  upon  an  officer  of 
approved  courage  and  adlivity,  they  allotted  no 
more  than  ten  fliips  of  the  line  for  this  fervice,  veft- 
ing  the  command  of  them  in  Admiral  Byng,  who 
had  never  met  with  any  occafion  to  fignalize  his 
courage,  and  whofe  chara6ler  was  not  very  popular 
in  the  navy  :  but  Mr.  Weft,  the  fecond  in  command, 
was  a  gentleman  univerfally  refpe6led  for  his  probity 
ability,  and  refolution.  'The  ten  (hips  deftincd  for 
this  expedition,  were  but  in  very  indifferent  order, 
poorly  manned,  and  unprovided  with  either  hofpital 
or  fire-fliip.  They  failed  from  Spithead  on  the 
feventh  day  of  April,  having  on  board,  as  part  of 
their  complement,  a  regiment  of  foldiers  to  be 
landed  at  Gibraltar,  with  Major-General  Stuart, 
Lord  Efl!ingham,  and  Colonel  Cornwallis,  whofe 
regiments  were  in  garrifon  at  Minorca,  about  forty 

pout,  and  that  many  thinj^s  were  wanting  for  the  defence  of  the  for- 
tress. His  zt'al  for  the  honour  and  service  of  his  counirj'  immediately 
irinmphcd  over  the  calls  of  tenderness  and  of  nature.  He  expended 
a  considerable  sum  of  money  in  purchasing  timber  for  the  pl;<{fornis, 
and  other  necessaries  for  the  garrison ;  hired  a  ship  for  irunsporiinj 
them  thither ;  and  tearing  himr.elf  from  his  wife  and  childrco,  thus 
K-ft  among  strans^crs  in  a  foreijrn  country,  embarked  again  for  jMi- 
norca,  wliere  he  knew  he  should  be  in  a  pecuhar  manner  cxuojed  to 
nil  the  dangers  of  a  furious  siege.  In  the  course  of  this  desperate 
scr\Tce  he  acquitted  himself  with  that  vigilance,  skill,  and  active  cou- 
rage, which  he  had  on  divers  former  occasions  displayed,  until  the 
assault  was  ^iven  to  the  Queen's  Bastion  ;  when  mixing  wiih  the  en^:- 
my,  sword  in  hand,  he  was  disabled  ui  his  right  arm  by  the  shot  of  a 
musket  and  the  thrust  of  a  bayonet.  His  behaviour  was  so  acceptable 
to  his  sovereign,  that  when  lie  returned  to  Engla!id  he  was  preferred 
to  the  rank  of  Colonel  in  the  Guards,  He  afturwaidi  ocicd  as  chief 
engineer  in  the  attempts  and  descents  which  were  m.ide  on  the  French 
coast.  Though  giicvouily  maimed,  he  accepted  the  bume  ofFcc  ia  iha 
expedition  to  (niadjloupc,  where  he  died  univer^iaUy  regretted. 

VOL,  III.  K  K  inferior 
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BOOK  inferior  officers,  and  near  one  hundred  recruits,  is  a 

^^^•^  reinforcement  to  St.  Philip's  fortrefs. 
\^G.  §  IX.  After  all  the  intelligence  which  had  been 
received,  one  would  imagine  the  government  of 
England  was  flill  ignorant  of  the  enemy's  force  and 
deliination  ;  for  the  inftru(5iions  delivered  to  Admi- 
ral Bj  ng  imported,  that,  on  his  arrival  at  Gibraltar, 
he  (hould  enquire  whether  any  French  fquadron  had 
paiTcd  through  the  ftraits ;  and  that,  being  certified 
m  the  affirmative,  as  it  was  probably  defigned  for 
North -America,  he  fhould  immediately  detach 
Rear- Admiral  Weft  to  Louift>ourg,  on  the  iflaod 
of  Cape-Breton,  with  fuch  a  number  of  (hifw,  as 
when  joined  with  thofe  at  Hallifax,  would  conftitute 
a  force  fuperior  to  the  armament  of  the  enemy. 
On  the  fecond  day  of  May,  Admiral  Byng  arrived 
at  Gibraltar,  where  he  found  Captain  Edgecumbc, 
with  the  Princefs  Louifa  (hip  of  war,  and  a  floop, 
who  informed  him  that  the  French  armament,  com- 
manded by  M.  de  la  GaliiTonnierc,  confifting  of 
thirteen  Ihips  of  the  line,  with  a  great  number  of 
tranfports,  having  on  board  a  body  of  fifteen  thou- 
fand  land-forces,  had  failed  from  Toulon  on  the 
tenth  day  of  April,  and  made  a  defcent  upon  the 
ifland  of  Minorca,  from  whence  he  (Captain  Edge- 
cumbc) had  been  obliged  to  retire  at  their  approach. 
General  Fowkc,  who  commanded  at  Gibraltar,  had, 
received  two  fucceflive  orders  from  the  Secretary  at 
War,  with  refpedl  to  his  fparing  a  battalion  of  troops 
to  be  tranfported  by  Mr.  Byng,  as  a  reinforcement 
to  Minorca ;  but  as  the  two  orders  appeared  incon- 
Tulent  or  equivocal,  a  council  of  war  was  confultcd, 
and  the  majority  were  of  opinion  that  no  troops 
fliould  be  lent  from  thence  to  Minorca,  except  a 
detachment  to  fupply  the  deficiency  in  the  little 
fquadron  of  Captain  Edgecumbe,  who  had  left  a 
good  number  of  his  feamen  and  mariners,  under  the 
comma;id  of  captain  Scroop,  to  affift  ,in  the  defence 
of  Tort  St.  Philip'g.  Thcfe  articles  of  intelligence  the 
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Admiral  difpatched  by  an  cxprefs  to  the  Lords  of  CH  ap, 
the  Admiralty,  and  in  his  letter  made  ufe  of  fome  ^  J^-  ^ 
impolirick  expreflions,  which,  in  all  probability,  it  1766. 
would  have  been  well  for  him  had  he  omitted.  He 
faid,  if  he  had  been  fo  happy  as  to  have  arrived  at 
Mahon  before  the  French  had  landed,  he  flattered 
himfelf  he  (faould  have  been  able  to  prevent  their 
getting  a  footing  on  that  ifland.  He  complained, 
that  there  were  no  magazines  in  Gibraltar  for  fupply- 
ing  the  fquadroD  with  neceilaries ;  that  the  careen- 
ing-wharfs,  pits,  and  ftore  houfes  were  entirely  de- 
cayed, fo  that  l>e  fhould  find  the  greateft  difficulty 
in  cleaning  the  fhips  that  were  foul ;  and  this  was 
the  cafe  with  fome  of  thofe  he  carried  out  from 
England,  as  well  as  with  thofe  which  had  been  for 
£bme  time  cruifing  in  the  Mediterranean.  He  fig-^ 
ni6ed  his  opinion,  that,  even  if  it  (hould  be  found 
pradlicable,  it  would  be  very  impolitick  to  throw 
any  men  into  St.  Philip's  caftlc,  which  could  not  be 
faved  without  a  land  force  fufficient  to  raife  the 
ficge ;  therefore,  a  fmall  reinforcement  would  only 
add  fo  many  men  to  the  number  which  muft  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  He  obfer\'ed,  that  fuch 
engineers  and  artillery- men  in  Gibraltar,  as  had  been 
at  Minorca,  were  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  im- 
poffible  to  throw  any  number  of  men  into  St.  Philip's, 
if  the  French  had  ere6ted  batteries  on  the  two  ftiorcs 
near  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  fo  as  to  bar  all 
patlage  up  to  the  fally-port  of  the  fortrefs;  and  with 
this  opinion  he  fignified  the  concurrence  of  his  own 
fentiments.  The  firft  part  of  this  letter  was  a  down- 
right impeachment  of  the  roiniftry,  for  having  de- 
layed tlie  expedition,  for  having  fent  out  fhips  unfit 
for  fervice,  and  for  having  neglected  the  magazines 
and  wharfs  at  Gibraltar.  In  the  latter  part  he  feemcd 
to  prepare  them  for  the  fubfequent  account  of  hi^ 
mifcondu<Sl  and  mifcarriage.  It  cannot  be  fuppofcd 
that  they  underwent  this  accufation  without  appre^ 
henfion  and  refcntment;  and  as  they  forelaw   the^. 
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BOOK  lofs  of  Minorca,  which  would  not  fail  to  excite  a 
y^^^'  national  clamour,  perhaps  they  now  began  to  take 
^^^^7^  meafures  for  gratifying  their  refentment,  and  tranf- 
ferring  the  blame  from  themfelves  to  the  perfoa  who 
had  prefumed  to  hint  a  difapprobation  of  their  con- 
dud  :  for  this  purpofe  -they  could  not  have  found  a 
fairer  opportunity  than  Mr.  Byng's  fubfequent  be- 
haviour afforded, 

§  X,  The  Admiral  being  ftrengthencd  by,  Mr. 
Edgecumbe,  and  reinforced  by  a  detachment  from 
the  garrifon,  fet  fail  from  Gibraltar  on  the  eighth 
day  of  May  and  was  joined  off  Majorca  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  (hip  the  Phoenix,  under  the  Command  of 
Captain  Hervey,  who  confirmed  the  intelligence  he 
had  already  received,  touching  the  ftrength  and 
deftination  of  the  French  fquadron.  When  he  ap- 
proached Minorca,  he  defcried  the  Britifli  colours 
flill  flying  at  the  caftle  of  St.  Philip's,  and  feveral 
bomb  batteries  playing  upon  it  from  difl^erent  quar- 
ters where  the  French  banners  were  difplayed. 
Thus  informed,  he  detached  three  ihips  a-head^  with 
Captain  Hervey,  to  reconnoitre  the  harbour's  mouth, 
and  land,  if  poffible,  a  letter  for  General  Blakeney, 
giving  him  to  underfiand  the  fleet  was  come  to  his 
afliftance.  Before  this  attempt  could  be  made,  the 
French  fleet  appearing  to  the  South  eaft,  and  the 
wind  blowing  ftrong  oft^  ihore,  he  recalled  his  fhips, 
and  formed  the  line  of  battle.  About  fix  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  the  enemj%  to  the  number  of  feventeen 
fiiips,  thirteen  which  appeared  to  be  very  large, 
advanced  in  order;  but  about  feven  tacked,  with  a 
view  to  gain  the  weather-gage.  Mr.  Byng,  in  order 
to  preferve  that  advantage,  as  well  as  to  make  furc 
of  the  land  wind  in  the  morning,  followed  their 
example,  being  then  about  five  leagues  from  Cape- 
Moia.  At  day-light  the  enemy  could  not  be  de- 
fcried ;  but  two  turtanes  appearing  clofe  to  the  rear 
of  the  Englifh  fquadron,  they  were  immediately 
chafed  by  fignal.  One  efcaped,  and  the  other  being 
v)  ,  takcn^ 
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taken,  was  found  to  have  on  board  two  French  cap-  CHAP, 
tains,  two  lieutenants,  and  about  one  hundred  pri-  ^^'  ^ 
vatc  foldiers,  part  of  fix  hundred  who  had  been  1750. 
fent  out  in  tartanes  the  preceding  day,  to  reinforce 
the  enemy's  fquadron.  This  foon  re-appearing,  the 
line  of  battle  was  formed  on  each  fide,  and  about 
two  o'clock  Admiral  Byng  threw  out  a  fignal  to  bear 
away  two  points  from  the  wind  and  engage.  At  ' 
this  time  his  difiance  from  the  enemy  was  fo  great, 
that  Rcar-Admiral  Weft,  perceiving  it  impofllble  to 
comply  with  both  orders,  bore  away  with  his  divifion 
feven  points  from  the  wind,  and  clofing  down  upon 
the  enemy,  attacked  them  with  fuch  impetuofity, 
that  the  fhips  which  oppofed  him  were  in  a  little 
time  driven  out  of  the  line.  Had  he  been  properly 
fuftained  by  the  van,  in  all  probability  the  Britifh 
fleet  would  have  obtained  a  compleat  vi6tory  ;  but 
the  other  divifion  did  not  bear  down,  and  the  ene- 
my's centre  keeping  that  ftation,  Rear-Admiral 
Weft  could  not  purfue  his  advantage  without  run- 
ning the  rifque  of  feeing  his  communicajtion  with 
the  reft  of  the  line  entirely  cut  off.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  a6lion,  the  Intrepid,  in  Mr.  Byng's  di- 
vifion, was  fo  difabled  in  her  rigging,  that  (he  could 
not  be  managed,  and  drove  on  the  fhip  that  was 
next  in  pofition ;  a  circumftance  which  obliged  fe- 
veral  others  to  throw  all  a-back,  in  order  to  avoid 
confufion,  and  for  fome  time  retarded  the  adion. 
Certain  it  is,  that  Mr.  Byng,  though  accommodated 
with  a  noble  (hip  of  ninety  guns,  made  little  or  no 
ufe  of  his  artillery,  but  kept  aloof,  either  from  an 
overftrained  obfervance  of  difcipline,  or  timidity. 
When  his  Captain  exhorted  him  to  bear  down  upon 
the  enemy,  he  very  cooly  replied,  that  he  would 
avoid  the  error  of  Admiral  Matthews,  who,  in  his 
engagement  with  the  French  and  Spanifh  fquadrons 
off  Toulon,  during  the  preceding  war,  had  broke 
the  line  by  his  own  precipitation,  and  expofed  him- 
felf  finely  to  a  fire  that  he  could  not  fuftain.     Mr. 
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BOOK  Byng,  on  the  contrary,  was  determined  againft  zA^ 
^  ^^^'  ing,  except  with  the  line  entire  ;  and,  on  pretence  of 
\^j^  rectifying  the  diforder  which  had  happened  among 
fome  of  the  (hips,  hefitated  fo  long,  and  kept  at 
fuch  a  wary  diftancc,  that  he  never  was  properly  en- 
gaged, though  he  received  fome  few  fhots  in  bis 
hull.  M.  de  la  Galiflbnniere  feemed  equally  averfc 
to  the  continuance  of  the  battle ;  part  of  his  fqua- 
dron  had  been  fairly  obliged  to  quit  the  line  ;  and 
though  he  was  rather  fupcrior  lo  the  Englifh  in 
number  of  men  and  weight  of  metal,  he  did  not 
choofe  to  abide  the  confequence  of  a  clofef  fight  with 
an  enemy  fo  expert  in  navat  operation :  he,  there- 
fore, took  advantage  of  Mr,  Byng's  hefitation,  and 
edged  away  with  an  eafy  fail  to  join  his  van,  which 
had  been  difcomfited.  The  Englifh  Admiral  gave 
chafe  ;  but  the  French  fhips  being  clean,  he  could 
not  come  up  and  clofe  them  again,  fo  they  retired 
at  their  leifure.  Then  he  put  his  fquadron  on  the 
other  tack,  in  order  to  keep  the  wind  of  the  ene- 
my ;  and  next  morning  they  were  altogether  out  of 
fight. 

§  Xr.  While  he  layto  with  the  reft  of  his  fleet, 
at  the  diftance  of  ten  leagues  from  Mahon,  he  de- 
tached cruifers  to  look  for  fome  miffing  (hips,  which 
joined  him  accordingly,  and  made  an  enquiry  into 
the  condition  of  the  fquadron.  The  number  of 
killed  amounted  to  forty- two,  including  Captain 
Andrews,  of  the  Defiance,  and  about  one  hundred 
and  fixty- eight  were  wounded.  Three  of  the  capital 
(hips  were  fo  damaged  in  their  mafts,  that  they 
could  not  keep  the  fea,  with  any  regard  to  their 
fafety  ;  a  great  number  of  the  feamen  were  ill,  and 
there  was  no  veflel  which  could  be  converted  into 
an  hofpital  for  the  fick  and  wounded.  In  this  (itiu- 
tion  Mr.  Byng  called  a  council  of  war,  at  which  the 
land  officers  were  prefent.  He  reprefented  to  them, 
that  he  was  much  inferior  to  the  enemy  in  weight 
of  metal  and  pumber  pf  men  j  that  they. had  thp 

advantage 


Digitized 


by  Google 


GEORGE    U.  503 

advantage  of  fending  their  wounded  to  Minorca, CH  AP. 
from  whence  at  the  fame  time  thejr  were  refrefhed  ^  _  ^'  ^ 
and  reinforced  occafionally ;  that,  in  bis  opinion,  it  u^q, 
was  impradicable  to  relieve  St.  Philip's  fort,  and, 
therefore,  they  ought  to  make  the  bell  of  their  way 
back  to  Gibraltar,  which  might  require  immediate 
protcdion.  They  unanimoufly  concurred  with  his 
fentiments,  and  thither  he  diredled  his  courfe  ac- 
cordingly. How  he  came  to  be  fo  well  acquainted 
with  the  impra6licability  of  relieving  General  Blake- 
ney,  it  is  not  eafy  to  determine,  as  no  experiment 
was  made  for  that  purpofe.  Indeed,  the  negledl  of 
fuch  a  trial  feems  to  have  been  the  leaft  excufablc 
part  of  his  condu6t ;  for  it  afterwards  appeared,  that 
the  officers  and  foldiers  belonging  to  the  garrifon 
might  have  been  landed  at  the  fally-port,  without 
running  any  great  rifque  ;  and  a  gentleman,  then  in 
the  fort,  actually  pafled  and  repafltd  in  a  boat,  un* 
hurt  by  any  of  the  enemy's  batteries. 

^  XII.  Mr.  Byng's  letter  to  the  Admiralty,  con- 
taining a  detail  of  this  a<ftion,  is  faid  to  have  arrived 
fome  days  before  it  was  made  pubHck ;  and  when  it 
appeared,  was  curtailed  of  divers  expreflions,  and 
whole  paragraphs,  which  either  tended  to  his  own 
juftification,  or  implied  a  cenfure  on  the  condudl  of 
his  fuperiors.  Whatever  ufe  might  have  been  made 
of  this  letter  while  it  remained  a  fecret  to  the  pub- 
lick  we  fhall  not  pretend  to  explain  :  but  fure  it  is, 
that,  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  June,  Sir  Edward 
Hawke  and  Admiral  Saunders  failed  from  Spithead 
to  Gibraltar,  to  fupcrfede  the  Admirals  Byng  and 
Weft,  in  their  commands  of  the  Mediterranean 
fquadron  ;  and  Mr.  Byng's  letter  was  not  publifticd 
till  the  twenty-fixth  day  of  the  fame  month,  when  it 
produced  all  the  efFc6l  which  that  gentleman's  bit- 
tereft  enemies  could  have  defircd.  The  populace 
took  fire  like  a  train  of  tkc  moft  hafty  combuftibles, 
and  broke  out  into  fuchr  a  cfomour  of  rage  and  in- 
dignation againft  the  dev!itq4'^A.dmiral,  as  could  not 
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BOOK  have  been  exceeded  if  he  had  loft  the  whole  navy  of 
,^^',  England,  and  left  the  coafts  of  the  kingdom  naked 
]j^e7  ^o  invafion.  This  animofity  was  carefully  fomented 
and  maintained  by  artful  emillaries,  who  mingled 
with  all  publick  allemblies,  from  the  drawing-room 
at  St.  James's  to  the  mob  at  Charing-crofs.  They 
expatiated  upon  the  infolence,  the  folly,  the  cowardice, 
and  mifcondudt  of  the  unhappy  Admiral.  They 
even  prefumed  to  make  their  Sovereign  in  fomc 
meafure  an  inftrument  of  their  calumny,  by  fug- 
gcfting,  that  his  Majefty  had  prognofticated  Byng*s 
mifbehaviour  from  the  contents  of  his  firft  letter, 
dated  at  Gibraltar.  They  ridiculed  and  refuted  the 
reafons  he  had  given  for  returning  to  that  fortrefs, 
after  his  fcandalous  rencounter  with  the  French  fqua- 
dron  ;  and,  in  order  to  exafperate  them  to  the  moft 
implacable  refentment,  they  exaggerated  the  terri- 
ble confequences  of  loling  Minorca,  which  muft 
now  be  fubdued  through  his  treachery  or  want  of 
refolution.  In  a  word,  he  was  devoted  as  the  fcape- 
goat  of  the  miniftry,  to  whofe  fupine  negligence, 
ignorance,  and  mifcondu6t,  the  lofs  of  that  impor- 
tant fortrefs  was  undoubtedly  owing.  Byng's  mif- 
carrlage  was  thrown  out  like  a  barrel  to  the  whale, 
in  order  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  people,  that 
it  might  not  be  attradled  by  the  real  caufe  of  the 
national  misfortune.  In  order  to  keep  up  the  flame 
which  had  been  kindled  againft  the  Admiral,  re- 
courfe  was  had  to  the  loweft  artifices.  Agents  were 
employed  to  viUfy  his  perfon  in  all  publick  places 
of  vulgar  refort ;  and  mobs  were  hired  at  different 
parts  of  the  capital  to  hang  and  burn  him  in 
effigy. 

§  XIII.  The  two  officers  who  fucceeded  to  the 
command  in  the  Mediterranean,  were  accompanied 
by  Lord  Tyrawley,  whom  his  Majefty  had  appointed 
to  fuperfede  General  Fowke  in  the  government  of 
Gibraltar^  that  gentlt^man  having  incurred  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  the  minifti;y,ifor  not  having  underftoo^ 
uj.\  an 
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an  order  which  was  unintelligible.  By  the  fame  CHAP. 
conveyance,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Ad-  V- 
miralty  was  tranfmitted  to  Mr.  Byng,  giving  him  i^^e7 
notice  that  he  was  recalled.  To  this  intimation  he 
replied  in  fuch  a  manner  as  denoted  a  confcioufncfs 
pf  having  done  his  dut}^,  and  a  laudable  defire  to 
vindicate  his  own  conduct.  His  anfwer  contained  a 
further  account  of  the  engagement  in  which  he  was 
fuppofed  to  have  mifbehaved,  intermixed  with  fomc 
puerile  calculations  of  the  enemy's  fuperiority  in 
weight  of  metal,  which  ferved  no  other  purpofe 
than  that  of  expofing  his  charader  ftill  more  to  ridi- 
cule and  abufe  ;  and  he  was  again  fo  impolitick  as 
to  hazard  certain  expreflions,  which  added  frefn 
fuel  to  the  refentment  of  his  enemies*  Directions 
were  immediately  difpatched  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke, 
that  Byng  (hould  be  fent  home  in  arrell ;  and  an 
order  to  the  fame  purpofe  was  lodged  at  every  port 
in  the  kingdom  :  precautions,  which,  however,  un- 
neceflary  to  fecure  the  perfon  of  a  man  who  longed 
ardently  to  juftify  his  character  by  a  publick  trial, 
were  yet  produdlive  of  confiderable  etFed  in  aug- 
menting the  popular  odium.  Admiral  Byng  im- 
mediately embarked  in  the  fhip  which  had  carried 
out  his  fucceflbr,  and  was  accompanied  by  Mr, 
Weft,  General  Fowke,  and  feveral  other  officers  of 
that  garrifon,  who  were  alfo  recalled,  in  confequence 
of  having  fubfcribed  to  the  refult  of  the  council  of 
war,  which  we  have  mentioned  above.  VV  hen  they 
arrived  in  England,  Mr.  Weft  met  with  fuch  a  gra- 
cious reception  from  his  Majefty  as  was  thought  clue 
to  his  extraordinary  merit ;  but  Mr.  Byng  was  com- 
mitted clofe  prifoner  in  an  apartment  of  Greenwich- 
Hofpital. 

^  XIV.  In  the  mean  time,  the  fiege  of  St.  Phi- 
lip's fort  in  Minorca  was  profecuted  with  unremit- 
ting vigour.  The  armament  of  Toulon,  confiding 
of  the  fleet  commanded  by  M.  de  la  Galiflbnniere, 
and  the  troops  under  the  Duke  dc  Richelieu,  arrived 
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B  O  O  K  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  April  at  the  port  of  Ciuda- 
.^^^j  della,  on  that  part  of  the  ifland  oppontc  to  Mahoriy 
^^55^^  or  St.  Philip's,  and  immediately  began  to  difcmbaik 
their  forces.  Two  days  before  they  reached  the 
ifland,  General  Blakeney  had,  by  a  packet-boat« 
received  certain  intelligence  of  their  approach,  and 
began  to  make  preparations  for  the  defence  of  the 
caflle.  The  fort  which  he  commanded  was  very 
extcnfive,  furrounded  with  numerous  redoubts,  ra- 
velins, and  other  outworks  ;  and  provided  with  fub- 
terranean  galleries,  mines,  and  travcrfes,  cut  out  of 
the  folid  rock  with  incredible  labour.  Upon  the 
whole,  this  was  one  of  the  bed  fortified  places  in 
Europe,  well  fupplied  with  artillery,  ammunition, 
and  provifion ;  and,  without  all  doubt,  might  have 
fuftained  the  moft  defperate  liege,  had  it  been  de- 
fended by  a  numerous  garrifon,  condu6led  by  able 
engineers,  under  the  eye  and  aufpices  of  an  a(9ivc 
and  Ikilful  commander.  All  thefe  advantages,  how- 
ever, did  not  concur  on  this  occafion.  The  num- 
ber of  troops  in  Minorca  did  not  exceed  four  regi- 
ments, whereas  the  nature  of  the  works  required  at 
leaft  double  the  number ;  and,  even  of  thefe  above 
forty  officers  were  abfent.  The  chief  engineer  was 
rendered  lame  by  the  gout,  and  the  General  himfelf 
opprefled  with  the  infirmities  of  old  age.  The  na- 
tives of  the  ifland  might  have  been  ferviceable  as 
pioneers,  or  day-labourers,  bur,  from  their  hatred  to 
ithe  Proteflant  religion,  they  were  generally  averfe  to 
[the  Englifli  government,  although  they  had  lived 
'happily  and  grown  wealthy  under  its  influence. 

'^  XV.  The  governor  ordered  his  oflftcers  to  beat 
up  for  volunteers  in  the  adjacent  town  of  St.  Philip's; 
but  few  or  none  would  enlift  under  his  banners,  and 
it  feems  he  would  not  venture  to  compel  them  into 
the  fervicc.  He  recalled  all  his  advanced  parties ; 
and,  in  particular,  a  company  ported  at  Forn«lles, 
where  a  fmall  redoubt  had  been  raifed,  and  five 
companies  at  Ciudadelk;  a  poll  foiitificd  with  two 
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pieces  of  cannon,  which  were  now  withdrawn  as  chap. 
foon  as  the  enemy  began  to  difembark  their  forces.  V. 
At  the  lame  time  Major  Cunningham  was  detached  ^"TtsT^ 
with  a  party  to  break  down  the  bridges,  and  break 
up  the  roads  between  that  place  and  St.  Phihp's ; 
but  the  talk  of  deftroying  the  roads  could  not  be 
performed  in  fuch  a  hurry,  on  account  of  the  hard 
rock  which  runs  along  the  furface  of  the  ground 
through  this  whole  illand  ;  nor  was  there  time  to 
demolilh  the  town  of  St.  Philip's,  which  flood  fo 
near  the  fon,  that  the  enemy  could  not  fail  to  take 
advantage  of  its  neighbourhood.  The  ftreets  ferved 
them  for  trenches,  which  otherwife  could  not  have 
been  dug  through  the  folid  rock.  Here  they  made 
a  lodgement  clofe  to  the  works ;  here  they  found 
convenient  barracks  and  quarters  of  refrelhment, 
malks  for  their  batteries,  and  an  efFe6lual  cover  for 
their  mortars  and  bombardiers.  The  General  has 
been  blamed  for  leaving  the  town  (landing  ;  but  if 
we  conlider  his  uncertainty  concerning  the  deftinar- 
tion  of  the  French  armament,  the  odious  ^lature  of 
fuch  a  precaution,  which  could  not  fail  to  exafpe- 
jute  the  inhabitants,  and  the  impoffibility  of  execut- 
ing fuch  a  Icheme  after  the  firlt  appearance  of  the 
enemy,  he  will  be  found  excufable,  if  not  altogether 
blamelefs.  Some  houfes  and  windmills  were  actually 
demolifhed,  fo  as  to  clear  the  efplanade  and  tlie 
approaches.  All  the  wine  in  the  cellars  of  St.  Phi- 
lip's town  was  deftroyed,  and  the  butts  were  carried 
into  the  caftle,  where  they  might  ferve  for  gabions 
and  traverfes.  Five-and-tvventy  Minorquin  bakers 
were  hired,  and  a  large  number  of  cattle  brought 
into  the  fort,  for  the  benefit  of  the  garrifon.  The 
ports  were  walled  up,  the  pofts  alligned,  the  fenti- 
ncls  placed,  and  all  the  different  guards  appointed. 
Commodore  Edgecumbe,  who  then  anchored  in  the 
harbour  of  Mahon,  clofe  under  the  walls  of  the  caf- 
tle, failed  away  with  his  little  fquadron,  confifting 
iif  the  ChcQcrfield,  Princefs  Lonifa,  Portland,  and 
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300  K  Dolphin,  after  having  left  all  his  marines,  a  detach- 
yj^",  ment  from  Gibraltar,  the  whole  crew  of  the  Porcu- 
1^5^  pine  floop,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  Dolphin's,  as 
a  reinforcement  to   the  fort,  under  the  immediate 
diredlion  and  command  of  Captain  Scroop,  of  the 
Dolphin,  who,    with  great  gallantry,    offered  him- 
felf  for  this  fevere  duty,  and  bravely  fignalifed  him- 
felf  during  the  whole  liege.     The  French  Admiral 
might   certainly  have  blocked  up  this  harbour  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  would  have  prevented  the  efcapc 
of  thefe  iLips,  and  divers  other  rich  merchant  veflels, 
which  happened  then  to  be  at  Mahon  :  but,  in  all 
probability,  they  purpofely  allowed  them  to  abandon 
the  place,  which,  on  any  emergency,  or  aflault,  their 
crews  and  officers   would    have    confiderably  rein- 
forced.    The  enemy  were  perfe<91y  acquainted  with 
the  great  extent  of  the  works,  and  the  weaknefs  of 
the  garrifon,  from  which  circumltance  they  derived 
the  moft  fanguinc  hopes  that  the  place  might  be  fud- 
denly  taken,  without  the  trouble  of  a  regular  liege. 
After  Mr.  Edgecumbe  had  failed  for  Gibraltar,  and 
General  Blakeney  had  ordered  a  floop  to  be  funk  in 
the  channel  that  leads  to  the  harbour,  the  French 
fquadron   made  its  appearance  at  this  part  of  the 
ifland  ;    but,  without  having  attempted  any  thing 
againft  the  fort,  fell  to  leeward  of  Cape-Mola.     Next 
day  they  came  in  light  again,  but  foon  bore  away, 
and  never  afterwards,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
liege,  approached  fo  near  as  to  give  the  garrifon  the 
leaft  difturbance. 

§  XVI.  On  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  April,  the 
Governor  fent  a  drummer  to  the  French  General 
with  a  letter,  defiring  to  know  his  reafons  for  invading 
the  ifland.  To  this  an  anfwer  was  returned  by  the 
Duke  de  Richelieu,  declaring  he  w^as  come  with  in- 
tention to  reduce  the  ifland  under  the  dominion  of 
his  Moft  Chrifiian  Majefty,  by.  way  pf  retaliation 
for  the  condu6l  of  his  mafter,  who  had  feized  and 
fletaincd  the  Ihips  belonging  to  the  King  of  France 
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and  his  fubje^ls.     If  we  may  judge  from  the  firft  cHAP. 
operations  of  this  nobleman,  he  was  but  indifferently      V. 

Erovided  with  engineers  :  for,  inftead  of  beginning  ^"Tts^ 
is  approaches  on  the  fide  of  St,  Philip's  town,  clofe 
by  the  outworks,  where  he  might  have  been  fcreened 
from  the  firfe  of  the  garrifon,  his  batteries  were  ere6l- 
cd  at  Cape  Mola,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  harbour, 
where  they  were  more  expofed,  their  fire  much  lefs 
cfFedtual,  and  indeed  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  be 
of  any  fervice.  The  fire  of  St.  Philip's  was  fo  fevere, 
and  the  cannon  fo  well  ferved  on  this  quarter,  that 
in  a  little  time  the  enemy  thought  proper  to  change 
their  plan  of  attack,  and  advance  on  the  fide  of  3t. 
Philip's  town,  which  ought  to  have  been  the  firft 
objed  of  their  confideration,  efpecially  as  they  could 
find  little  or  no  earth  to  fill  their  gabions,  and  open 
their  trenches  in  the  ufual  form.  On  the  tvrelfth  of 
May,  abput  nine  at  night,  they  opened  two  bomb 
batteries  near  the  place  where  the  windmills  had 
been  dcftroyed  ;  and  from  that  period ,  an  inceflant 
tire  was  kept  up  on  both  fides,  from  mortars  and 
cannon,  the  French  continuing  to  raife  new  batteries 
in  every  fituation  from  whence  they  could  annoy  the 
befieged. 

§  XVII.  On  the  feventeenth  day  of  the  month, 
the  garrifon  were  tranfported  with  joy  at  fight  of  the 
Bricifh  fquadron,  commanded  by  Admiral  Byng ; 
and  Mr.  Boyd,  commiflary  of  the  fl:ores,  ventured 
to  embark  in  a  fmall  boat,  with  fix  oars,  which 
paflfed  from  St.  Stephen's  cove,  a  creek  on  the  wefi: 
fide  of  the  fortification,  through  a  fliower  of  cannon 
and  muflcetry  from  the  enemy's  poft  on  the  other 
fide,  and  a6tually  reached  the  open  fea,  his  defign 
being  to  join  the  fquadron  ;  but  this  being  at  a  great 
diftance,  ftretching  away  to  the  fouthward,  and  Mr. 
Boyd  perceiving  himfelf  chafed  by  two  of  the  enemy's 
light  vefTcls,  he  returned  by  the  fame  route  to  the 
garrifon,  without  having  fuftained  the  leaft  damage. 
A  circumftance  which  plainly  confutes  the  notion  of 
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BOOK  Mr.  Byng,  that  it  was  impra6licable  to  open  a  com- 
^21}l^  munication  with  the  ganifon  of  St.  Phihp's.  Next 
1^567  day  the  hopes  of  the  befieged,  which  had  prognoili- 
cated  a  naval  vidlory  to  the  Britilh  fquadron,  a 
fpeedy  relief  to  themfelves,  and  no  lefs  than  capti^ 
vity  to  the  aflailants,  were  confiderably  damped  by 
the  appearance  of  the  French  fleet,  which  quietly 
returned  to  their  ftation  off  the  harbour  of  Mahon. 
That  fame  evening  they  were  told  by  a  deferter, 
that  the  Englifh  fleet  had  been  worfled  in  an  engage- 
ment by  M.  de  la  GaliflTonniere ;  and  this  informa- 
tion was  foon  confirmed  by  a  general  difcharge,  or 
feu  dejoie^  through  the  whole  French  camp,  to  cele- 
brate the  victory  they  pretended  to  have  obtained. 
How  little  foevcr  they  had  reafon  to  boafl:  of  any 
advantage  in  the  adion,  the  retreat  of  the  Engliih 
fquadron'  was  undoubtedly  equivalent  to  a  vidlory ; 
for  had  Mr.  Byng  acquired  and  maintained  the  fu- 
periority  at  fea,  the  French  forces,  which  had  been 
difembarked  in  Minorca,  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  been  obliged  to  furrender  prifoners  of  war  to 
his  Brrtannick  Majefty.  The  cafe  was  now  much 
altered  in  their  favour  :  their  fquadron  cruifed  about 
the  ifland  without  moleftation  :  and  they  daily  re- 
ceived, by  means  of  their  tranfports,  reinforcements 
of  men  and  ammunition,  as  well  as  conllant  fupplies 
of  provifions. 

^  XVII L  The  Englifli  garrifon,  however  morti- 
fied at  finding  themfelves  thus  abandoned,  refolved 
to  acquit  themfelves  with  gallantry  in  the  defence 
of  the  place,  not  without  fome  remaining  hope  that 
the  Engliih  fquadron  would  be  reinforced,  and  re- 
turn to  their  relief.  In  the  mean  time,  they  fuftained 
and  retorted  the  enemy's  lire  with  undaunted  refo- 
lution.  They  remounted  cannon,  the  carriages  of 
which  had  been  difabled  :  they  removed  them  occa- 
fionally  to  places  from  whence  it  was  judged  they 
could  do  the  greateft  execution :  they  repaired 
breaches,  reilored  merlins^  and  laboured  with  fur- 
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prifing  alacrity,  even  when  they  were  furrounded  by  CHAP, 
the  numerous  batteries  of  the  foe ;  when  their  etn- , 
brafures,  and  even  the  parapets,  were  demoUfhed, 
and  they  (lood  expofed  not  only  to  the  cannon  and 
mortars,  but  alfo  to  the  mulketry,  which  fired 
upon  them,  without  ceafing,  from  the  windows  of 
the  houfes  in  the  town  of  St.  PhiHp.  By  this  time, 
they  were  invefted  with  an  army  of  twenty  thoufand 
men,  and  pUed  incellantly  from  fixty-two  battering 
canno^  twenty-one  mortars,  and  four  howitzers, 
befides  the  fmall  arms  :  neverthelefs,  the  lofs  of  men 
within  the  fortrefs  was  very  inconfiderable,  the 
garrifon  being  moftly  fecured  in  the  fubterranean 
works^  which  were  impenetrable  to  fhells  or  fhot. 
By  the  twenty- feventh  day  of  June  they  had  made  a 
pradiicable  breach  in  one  of  the  ravelins,  and  damag- 
ed the  other  outworks  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they 
determined  this  night  to  give  a  general  aflault. 
Accordingly,  between  the  hours  of  ten  and  eleven, 
they  advanced  to  the  attack  from  all  quaners  on  the 
land  fide.  At  the  fame  time  a  flrong  detachment, 
in  armed  boats,  attempted  to  force  the  harbour, 
and  penetrate  into  the  creek,  called  St.  Stephen's 
Cove,  to  ftorm  Fort  Charles,  and  fecond  the  attack 
upon  Fort  Marlborough,  on  the  farther  fide  of  the 
creek,  the  mod  detached  of  all  the  outworks.  The 
enemy  advanced  with  great  intrepidity,  and  their 
commander,  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  is  faid  to  have 
led  them  up  the  works  in  perfon.  Such  an 
afifault  could  not  but  be  attended  with  great  flaugh- 
ter  :  they  were  mowed  down,  as  they  approached, 
with  grape  (hot  and  mulketry :  and  feveral  mines 
were  fprung  with  great  efFc6t,  fo  that  the  glacis  was 
almoft  covered  with  the  dying  and  the  dead.  Ner 
verthelefs,  they  pcrfevered  with  uncommon  reiolu- 
tion  ;  and,  though  repulfed  on  every  other  fide,  at 
length  made  a  lodgement  in  the  Queen's  redoubt, 
which  had  been  greatly  damaged  by  their  cannon. 
Whether  their  fuccefs  in  this  quarter  was  owing  to 
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BOOK  th^  weaknefs  of  the  place,  or  to  the  timidity  of  the 
^]_^  defender,  certain  it  is,  the  enemy  were  in  poflcffion 

^^5^  before  it  was  known  to  the  officers  of  the  garrifoa  : 
for  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jeffiies,  the  fecond  in  com- 
mand, who  had  acquitted  himfelf  finccthe  beginning 
of  the  fiege  with  equal  courage,  fkill,  and  adliviry, 
in  his  vifitation  of  this  poft,  was  fuddenly  furrounded 
and  taken  by  a  file  of  French  grenadiers,  at  a  time 
.  when  he  never  dreamed  they  had  made  a  lodgement. 
Major  Cunningham,  who  accompanied  him,  met 
with  a  feverer  fate,  though  he  efcaped  captivity  :  he 
was  run  through  the  arm  with  a  bayonet,  and  the 
piece  being  difcharged  at  the  fame  time,  (hattercd 
the  bones  of  his  hand  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  was 
maimed  for  life.  In  this  fhocking  condition  he  re- 
tired behind  a  traverfe,  and  was  carried  home  to  his 
quarters.  Thus  the  Governor  was  deprived  of  his 
two  principal  affiftants,  one  being  taken,  and  the 
other  difabled. 

^  XIX.  The  enemy  having  made  themfelves 
matters  of  Anftruther's  and  the  Queen's  redoubts, 
from  which  perhaps  they  might  have  been  diflodgcd, 
had  a  vigorous  effort  Been  made  for  that  purpofe, 
before  they  had  leifure  to  fecure  themfelves,  the 
Duke  de  Richlieu  ordered  a  parley  to  be  beat,  in 
order  to  obtain  permiffion  to  bury  the  dead,  and 
remove  the  wounded.  This  requefi:  was  granted 
with  more  humanity  than  difcretion,  inafmuch  as  the 
enemy  took  this  opportunity  to  throw  a  reinforce- 
ment of  men  privately  inro  the  places  where  the 
lodgements  had  been  made,  and  thefe  penetrated 
into  the  gallery  of  the  mines  which  communicated 
with  all  the  other  outworks.  During  this  (hort  cef- 
fation.  General  Blakeney  fummoned  a  council  of 
war  to  deliberate  upon  the  ftate  of  the  fort  and  gar- 
rifon  ;  and  the  majority  declared'  for  a  capitulation. 
The  works  were  in  many  places  ruined  :  the  body 
of  the  cafile  was  fhattered  ;  many  guns  were  dil- 
n:ountcd,  the  embrafures  and  parapets  demolillicd, 
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the  pallifadoes  broke  in  pieces,  the  garrifon  exhauft-  CHAP, 
cd  with  hard  duty  and  inceflant  watching,  and  the  ^^  ^-  \, 
enemy  in  pofleffion  of  the  fubterrancan  communica-  iT^eT 
lions.  Befides,  the  Governor  had  received  infor- 
mation from  prifoners,  that  the  Duke  de  Richelieu 
was  alarmed  by  a  report  that  the  Marfhal  Duke  de 
Belleifle  would  be  fent  to  fuperfede  him  in  the  com- 
mandy  and  for  that  reafon  would  hazard  another 
defperate  aflault,  which  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  the  garrifqn  could  not  fuftain.  Thefe  con- 
iiderations,  added  to  the  defpair  of  being  relieved, 
induced  him  to  demand  a  capitulation.  But  this/ 
meafure  was  not  taken  with  the  unanimous  confent 
of  the  counfel.  Some  officers  obferved,  that  the 
garfifon  was  very  httlc  diminiflied,  and  ftill  in  good 
fpirits :  that  no  breach  was  made  in  the  body  of  the 
caftle,  nor  a  lingle  cannon  eredlcd  to  batter  in 
breach :  that  the  lofs  of  an  outwork  was  never  deemed 
a  fufficicnt  reafon  for  furrendering  fuch  a  fortrefs : 
that  the  counterfcarp  was  not  yet  taken,  nor,  on 
account  of  the  rocky  foil,  could  be  taken,  except 
by  aflault,  which  would  coft  the  enemy  a  greater 
number  than  they  had  loft  in  their  late  attempt : 
tbat  they  could  not  attack  the  ditch,  or  batter  in 
breach,  before  the  counterfcarp  fhould  be  taken, 
and  even  then  they  muft  have  recourfe  to  galleries 
before  they  could  pafs  the  fofle,  which  was  furniflied 
with  mines  and  countermines  :  finally,  they  fug- 
gefted,  that  in  all  probability  the  Britifh  fquadron 
would  be  reinforced,  and  fail  back  to  their  relief; 
or,  if  it  fhould  not  return,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Governor  to  defend  the  place  to  extremity,  without 
having  any  regard  to  the  copfequcnces.  Thefe  re- 
marks being  over-ruled,  the  chamade  was  beat,  a 
conference  enfued,  and  very  honourable  conditions 
were  granted  to  the  garrifon,  in  coniideration  of  the 
gallant  defence  they  had  made.  This  it  muft  be 
owned  was  vigorous  while  it  lafted,  as  the  French 
General  was  faid  to  have  loft  five  thoufand  men  in 
VOL.  in.  L  h  the 
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BOOK  the  fiege  ;  whereas  the  lofs  of  the  garrifon,  whith  af 
^^^'     firfl  fell  fhort  of  three  thoufand  men,  did  not  exceed 

^^Tt^c*^  one  hundred.  The  capitulation  imported,  that  the 
garrifun  (hould  march  out  with  all  the  honours  of 
war,  and  be  conveyed  by  fea  to  Gibraltar.  The 
French  were  put  in  poUeflion  of  one  gate,  as' well 
as  Fort-Charles  and  Marlborough  redoubt :  but  the 
Englifh  troops  remained  in  the  othef  works  till  the 
fcventh  day  of  July,  when  they  embarked.  In  the 
mean  time  reciprocal  civilities  paflTed  between  the 
commanders  and  officers  of  both  nations. 

§  XX.  The  articles  of  capitulation  were  no  fooner 
executed,  than  Monfieur  de  la  Galiflbnniere  lailed 
back  to  Toulon,  with  all  the  prizes  which  had  lain 
at  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Mahon,  lince  the  fort  of 
St.  Philip  was  firft  inverted.  In  all  probability,  the 
fafety  of  himfelf  and  his  whole  fquadron  was  owing 
to  this  expeditious  retreat ;  for  in  a  few  days  after 
the  furrender  of  the  fort.  Sir  Edward  Hawke's  fleet, 
augmented  by  five  lliips  of  the  line,  which  had  been 
fent  from  England,  when  the  firft  tidings  arrived  of 
Minorca's  being  invaded,  now  made  its  appearance 
off  the  ifland  :  but  by  this  time  GalilTonniere  was 
retired,  and  the  Englilh  Admiral  had  the  mortifica- 
tion to  fee  the  French  colours  flying  upon  St.  Philips 
caflle.  What,  perhaps,  chagrined  this  gallant  offi- 
cer flill  more,  he  was  not  provided  with  frigates, 
floops,  and  fmall  craft  to  cruife  round  the  ifland,  and 
intercept  the  fupplies  which  were  daily  fent  to  the 
enemy.  Had  he  reached  Minorca  fooner,  he  might 
have  difcomfited  the  French  fquadron  ;  but  he  could 
not  have  raifed  the  fiege  of  St.  Philip's,  becaufc 
the  Duke  de  Richelieu  had  received  his  reinforce- 
ments, and  fuch  a  train  of  artillery  as  no  fortifica- 
tion could  long  withfiand.  Indeed,  if  the  garrifon 
had  been  confiderably  reinforced,  and  the  commu- 
nication with  it  opened  by  fea,  the  defence  would 
have  been  protracted,  and  fo  many  vigorous  fallies 
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might  have  been  made,    that  the  aflailants  would  CHAP, 
have  had  caufe  to  repent  of  their  enterprize.  \^L^ 

^  XXI.  When  the  news  of  this  conqueft  was  ^7507 
brought  to  Verfailles,  by  the  Count  of  Egmont, 
whom  the  Duke  de  Richelieu  had  difpatched  for 
that  purpofe,  the  people  of  France  were  tranfportcd 
with  the  moft  extravagant  joy.  Nothing  was  feen 
but  triumphs  and  proceffions  ;  nothing  heard  but 
anthems,  congratulations,  and  hyperbolical  enco- 
miums upon  the  conqueror  of  Minorca,  who  was 
celebrated  in  a  thoufand  poems  and  ftudied  orations ; 
while  the  condu6l  of  the  Englifh  was  vilified  and 
ridiculed  in  ballads,  farces,  and  pafquinades.  No- 
thing more  argues  the  degeneracy  of  a  warlike  nation 
than  the  pride  of  fuch  mean  triumph,  for  an  advan- 
tage, which,  in  more  vigorous  times,  would  fcarce 
have  been  diftinguifhed  by  the  ceremony  of  a  Ti 
Deum  Laudamus.  Nor  is  this  childifh  exultation, 
that  difgraces  the  laurels  of  victory,  confined  to  the 
kingdom  of  France,  Truth  obliges  us  to  own,  that 
even  the  fubjeds  of  Great-Britain  are  apt  to  be  ele- 
vated by  fuccefs  into  an  illiberal  infolence  of  felf- 
applaufe,  and  contemptuous  comparifon.  This  muft 
be  condemned  as  a  proof  of  unmanly  arrogance, 
and  abfurd  felf-conceit,  by  all  thofe  who  coolly  re- 
fled^,  that  the  events  of  war  generally,  if  not  always, 
depend  upon  the  genius  or  mifcondudl  of  one  indi- 
vidual. The  lofs  of  Minorca  was  feverely  felt  in 
England,  as  a  national  difgrace  ;  but,  inftead  of 
producing  dejedtion  and  defpondence,  it  excited  an 
univcrfal  clamour  of  rage  and  refentment,  not  only 
againft  Mr.  Byng,  who  had  retreated  from  the 
French  fquadron  ;  but  alfo  in  reproach  of  the  admi- 
niftration,  which  was  taxed  with  having  neglected 
the  fecurity  of  Minorca.  Nay,  fome  politicians 
were  inflamed  into  a  fufpicion,  that  this  important 
place  had  been  negatively  betrayed  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  that  in  cafe  the  arms  of  Great-Britain 
ihould  profper  in  other  parts   of   the  world,    the 
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BOOR  French  King  might  hare  foinc  fort  of  equivalent  to 
^  ^^'  reftore  for  the  conqoefts  which  (hoidd  be  abandoned 
r756^^  at  the  peace.  This  notion,  however,  feems  to  have 
been  conceived  from  prejudice  and  party,  which  now 
began  to  appear  with  the  moft  acrimonious  afped, 
not  only  throughout  the  united  kingdoms  in  general^ 
but  even  in  the  Sovereign's  councils. 

^  XXII.  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  being  difappointed 
in  bis  hope  of  encountering  La  Galiflbnniere,  and 
relieving  the  Englifli  garrifon  of  St.  Philip's,  at  Icaft 
aflertcd  the  empire  of  Great-Britain  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, by  annoying  the  commerce  of  the  enemy, 
and  blocking  up  the  fquadron  in  the  harbour  of 
Toulon.  Undcrftanding  that  the  Auftrian  Govern- 
ment at  Leghorn  had  detained  an  Englifh  privateer, 
and  imprifoned  the  Captain,  on  pretence  that  he  had 
violated  the  neutrality  of  the  port,  he  detached 
two  (hips  of  war,  to  infift,  in  a  peremptory  manner, 
on  the  releafe  of  the  (hip,  eftedls,  crew,  and  Cap- 
tain ;  and  they  thought  proper  to  comply  with  his 
demand,  even  without  waiting  for  orders  from  the 
Court  of  Vienna.  The  perfon  in  whofe  behalf  the 
Admiral  thus  interpofed,  was  one  Fortunatus 
.  Wright,  a  native  of  Liverpool ;  who,  though  a 
ftranger  to  a  fea-life,  had,  in  the  laft  war,  equip- 
ped a  privateer,  and  diflinguilhed  himfelf  in  fuch  a 
manner,  by  his  uncommon  vigilance  and  valour, 
that,  if  he  had  been  indulged  with  a  command  fuit- 
able  to  his  genius,  he  would  have  deferved  as  ho- 
nourable a  place  in  the  annals  of  the  navy,  as  that 
which  the  French  have  beftowed  upon  their  boailed 
Guai  Trouin,  Du  Bart,  and  Thurot.  An  uncom- 
mon exertion  of  fpirit  was  the  occaiSon  of  his  being 
detained  at  this  jundlure.  While  he  lay  at  anchor  in 
the  harbour  of  Leghorn,  Commander  of  the  St, 
George  privateer  of  Liverpool,  a  fmall  (hip  of  twelve 
guns  and  eighty  men,  a  large  French  xebeque, 
mounted  with  fixteen  cannon,  and  nearly  three  times 
the  number  of  Iiis  complement,  chofc  her  flation  in 
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view  of  the  harbour,  in  order  to  interrupt  the  Bri-CHAP. 
tifti    commerce.      The   gallant  Wright   could   not^    ^*    ^ 
endure  this  infult :  notwithftanding  the  enemy's  fu-    17507 
periority  in  metal  and  number  of  men,  he  weighed 
anchor,  hoifted  his  fails,  engaged  him  within  fight 
of  the  fhore,  and  after  a  very  obftinate  dlfpute,  in 
which  the  Captain,  Lieutenant,  and  above  threefcore 
of  the  men  belonging  to  the  xebeque  were  killed  on 
the  fpot,  he  obliged  them  to  fheer-ofF  and  returned 
to   the    harbour  in   triumph.      This   brave   corfair 
would,  no  doubt,  have  fignahfed  himfelf  by  many 
other  exploits,  had  he  not,  in  the  fequel,  been  over* 
taken  in  the  midft  of  his  career  by  a  dreadful  ftorm, 
in  which  the  ihip  foundering,  he  and  all  his  crew 
perifhed. 

§  XXIII.  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  having  fcoured  the 
Mediterranean,  and  infultcd  the  enemy's  ports,  re- 
turned with  the  homeward-bound  trade  to  Gibraltar; 
from  whence,  about  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  he 
fet  fail  for  England  with  part  of  his  fquadron,  leav- 
ing  the  reft  in  that  bay,  for  the  prote6lion  of  our 
commerce,  which,  in  thofe  parts,  foon  began  to  fufFer 
extremely  from  French  privateers,  that  now  fwarmed 
in  the  Mediterranean.  General  Blakeney  had  arrived 
with  the  garrifon  of  Minorca,  at  Portfmouth,  in 
the  month  of  November,  and  been  received  with 
expreffions  of.  tumultuous  joy  :  every  place  through 
which  he  pafled  celebrated  his  return  with  bonfues, 
illuminations,  bell-ringing,  and  acclamations :  every 
mouth  was  opened  in  his  praife,  extolling  him  for 
the  gallant  defence  he  had  made  in  the  calile  of  St. 
Philip.  In  a  word,  the  people's  veneration  for 
Blakeney  increafed  in  proportion  to  their  abhorrence 
of  Byng  :  the  firft  was  lifted  into  an  idol  of  admira- 
tion, while  the  other  funk  into  an  obje'A  of  reproach ; 
and  they  were  viewed  at  different  ends  of  a  falfe 
perfpe6live,  through  the  medium  of  prejudice  and 
paflion  ;  of  a  perfpei^Uve  artfully  contrived,  and 
applied  by  certain  mmiiters  for  the  purpofes  of  felf- 
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BOOK  intereft  and  deceit.     The  Sovereign  is  faid  to  hav? 

V   ^^J'^j  been  influenced  by  the  prepofleffion  of  the  f- 1. 

i750\  Mr.  Blakeney  met  with  a  gracious  reception  from 
his  Majcfty,  who  raifed  him  to  the  rank  of  an  Irifli 
Baron,  in  confideration  of  his  faithful  fcrvices, 
while  fomc  malcontents  murmured  at  this  mark  of 
favour,  as  an  unreafonable  facrifice  to  popular  mif- 
apprehenfion. 

§  XXIV.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  mea- 
fures  taken  by  the  Government  in  England  feem  to 
have  been  chiefly  dictated  by  the  dread  of  an  inva- 
lion,  from  which  the  minifters  did  not  think  thera- 
felves  fecured  by  the  gtiard-(hips  and  cruifers  on 
different  parts  of  the  coait,  or  the  flanding  army  of 
the  kingdom,  though  reinforced  by  the  two  bodies 
of  German  auxiliaries.  A  confiderable  number  of 
new  troops  was  levied  ;  the  fuccefs  in  recruiting  was 
rot  only  promoted  by  the  land-holders  throughout 
the  kingdom,  who  thought  their  eftates  were  at 
flake,  and  for  that  reafon  ^couraged  their  depen- 
dents to  engage  in  the  fervice ;  but  alfo  in  a  great 
meafure  owing  to  a  dearth  of  corn,  which  reduced 
the  lower  clafs  of  labourers  to  fuch  difirefs,  that 
fome  infurredlions  were  raifed,  and  many  inhlled 
with  a  view  to  obtain  a  livehhood,  which  otherwifc 
they  could  not  earn.  New  (hips  of  war  were  built, 
and  daily  put  in  commifllion  ;  but  it  >vas  found  im- 
pra6licable  to  man  them,  without  having  recourfe  to 
the  odious  and  illegal  practice  of  imprefling  failors, 
which  mufl:  always  be  a  reproach  to  every  free  peo- 
ple. Notwithfianding  large  bounties,  granted  by  the 
government  to  volunteers,  it  was  found  necefiary  to 
lay  an  embargo  upon  all  (hipping,  and  imprels  all 
the  feamen  that  could  be  found,  without  any  regard 
to  former  prote6tions  ;  fo  that  all  the  merchant  ftiips 
were  ftripped  of  their  hands,  and  foreign  commerce 
for  fome  time  wholly  fufpended.  Nay,  the  expedi- 
ent of  compelling  men  into  the  fervice  was  carried 
to  an  unufuaj  degree  of  opprefllon  ;  for  rewards  were 
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publickly  offered  to  thofe  who  (hould  difcover  where  CHAP, 
any  feamen  lay  concealed :  fo  that  thofe  unhappy  peo-  ^    ^-^ 
pie  were  in  fome  refpeiSls  treated  like  felons,  dragged    ^^^qT 
from  their  families  and  connexions  to  confinement, 
mutilation,  and  death,  and  totally  cut  off  from  the 
enjoyment  of  that  liberty,  which,  perhaps,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  their  lives,  their  own  arms   had  helped  to 
preferve,  in  favour  of  their  ungrateful  country*. 

§  XXV.  About  eighty  fhips  of  the  line  and  three- 
fcore  frigates  were  already  equipped,  and  confidcr- 
able  bodies  of  land-forces  aflcmbled,  when,  on  the 
third  day  of  Februarj^  a  proclamation  was  iffued, 
requiring  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  upon  the 
firft  appearance  of  any  hoftile  attempt  to  land  upon 
the  coalts  of  the  kingdom,  immediately  to  caufe  all 
horfcs,  oxen,  or  cattle,  which  might  be  fit  for  draught 
or  burthen,  and  not  a6iually  employed  in  the  King's 
fervice,  or  in  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  alfo 
(fo  far  as  might  be  pradicabic)  all  other  cattle  and 
provifions,  to  be  driven  and  removed  twenty  miles 
at  leaft  from  the  place  where  fuch  hoftile  attempt 
fhould  be  made,  and  to  fccure  the  fame,  fo  as  that 
they  might  not  fall  into  the  hands  or  power  of  thofe 
who  fhould  make  fuch  attempt :  regard  being  had, 
however,  that  the  refpective  owners  fhould  fuffer  as 
little  damage  as  might  be  confident  with  the  publick 
fafcty. 

^  XXVI.  As  the  miniftry  were  determined  to 
make  their  chief  efforts  againft  the  enemy  in  North 
America,  where  the  firll  hoftilities  had  been  com- 
piitted,  and  where  the  ftrongcft  impreilion  could  be 

*  At  this  juncture,  a  numhcr  of  publick-sjjirited  merchants  of  the 
citv  of  London,  and  others,  f(»rmed  tnenischcs  in  n  vc-rv  laudabi>-  ^s'.o- 
(ciaiion,  under  the  name  of  the  Marine  Society,  and  c<jntribute«.i  corisi- 
dcral)lc  sums  of  n.onev  for  cqnipj)ing  such  orphans,  friendless,  and  for- 
lorn hoys,  JI8  were  vvHling  to  enj^a^'e  in  the  service  of  the  na\T.  In 
consequence  of  this  excellcni  plan,  uhich  wat-  executed  uiih  equal  zeal 
and  discretion,  many  thousands  were  rc-icuvd  from  misery,  and  render- 
ed useful  nie!nl>ers  of  tfidt  sorietv,  of  which  they  musi  have  been  the 
l)?af  and  rejjroach,  without  this  humane  interposiiiou. 
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BOOK  made,  a  detachment  of  two  regiments  was  fcnt 
,^f^  thither  under  the  conduct  of  General  Ab^rcrombic, 
y^bO^^  appointed  as  fucceflbr  to  General  Shirley,  whoai 
they  recalled,  as  a  perfon  no  ways  qualified  to  con-r 
dudt  military  operations :  nor,  indeed  could  any 
fuccefs  in  war  be  expelled  from  a  man  who  had  not 
been  trained  to  arms,  nor  ever  acted  but  in  a  civil 
capacity.  But  the  command  in  chief  of  all  the 
forces  in  America  was  conferred  upon  the  Eiarl  of 
Loudoun,  a  nobleman  of  an  amiable  character,  who 
had  already  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  fervice  of 
his  country.  Over  and  above  this  command,  he 
was  now  appointed  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
Colonel  of  a  Royal  American  regiment,  confiding 
of  four  battalions,  to  be  raifed  in  that  country,  and 
difciplined  by  officers  of  experience,  invited  from 
foreign  fervice.  Mr.  Abercrombie  fet  fail  for  Ame- 
rica in  March  ;  but  the  Earl  of  Loudoun,  who  di- 
rected in  chief  the  plan  of  operations,  and  was 
veiled  with  power  and  authority  little  inferior  to  thofe 
of  a  Viceroy,  did  not  embark  till  the  latter  end  of 
May. 

§  XXVIL  All  thefe  previous  meafures  being 
taken,  his  Majefiy,  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  month, 
thought  proper  to  publifti  a  declaration  of  war* 

againft 

♦  When  the  French  Ambassador  returned  to  London,  he  proposed 
that  orders  should  be  immediately  dispatched  to  the  Enghsh  Go\-er- 
nors  in  America,  with  express  orders  to  desist  from  any  new  under- 
takine,  and  all  acts  of  hostility ;  but  with  regard  to  the  lands  en 
the  Ohio,  to  put,  without  delay,  matters  on  the  same  footing  in 
which  they  stood  bofore  the  late  war,  that  the  respective  claims  of 
both  nations  might  be  amicably  referred  to  the  Commissaries  at  Paris. 
The  British  Court  agreed  to  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  and  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  disputes  by  the  ministers  of  ihe  two  crowns,  on  con^ 
dition  that  all  the  possessions  in  America  should  be  previously 
^ut  in  the  situation  prescribed  by  the  ircatv'  of  Utrecht,  con- 
iirmcd  by  that  of  Aix-la-Chapelle.  The  French  ministry,  in-^ 
stead  of  complying  with  this  condition,  produced  an  o-asi^c  draft 
of  a  preliminary  convention,   and  this  was    answered    by   a  countcr- 

f)ri)j)usal :  At  length  the  Ambassador  of  France  demanded,  as  pre- 
iirmiary  conditions,  that  Great-Britain  would  renounce  all  claim  to 
the  south  coast  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence^  and  the  lakes  tbat  dischar^ 

thcinseivci 


Digitized 


by  Google 


GEORGE    II.  52( 

againft  the  French  King,  im^porting,  that,  fince  thcCHAP, 
treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  the  ufurpations  and  en-  ^ 
croachments  made  upon  the  Britifh  territories,  in 
America,  had  been  notorious  :  That  his  Britannick 
Majefty  had,  in  divers  ferious  reprefentations  to  the 
Court  of  Verfailles,  complained  of  thcfe  repeated 
adls  of  violence,  and  demanded  fatisfa6lion  ;  but 
notwithftanding  the  repeated  aflurances  given  by  the 
French  King,  that  every  thing  fhould.  be  fettled 
agreeably  to  the  treaties  fubfifting  between  the  two 
crowns,  and  particularly  that  the  evacuation  of  the 
four  neutral  iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies  fhould  be 
effected,  the  execution  of  thefe  aflbrances,  and  of 
the  treaties  on  which  they  were  founded,  had  been 
evaded  under  the  mofl  frivolous  pretences :  That  the 
unjuftifiable  practices  of  the  French  Governors,  and 
officers  adling  under  their  authority,  were  flill  con- 
tinued, until  they  broke  out  in  open  a6ts  of  hofiility 

themselves  into  that  river  ;  cede  to  tlie  French  twenty  leagues  of  coun* 
try  lying  along  the  river  of  Fundy,  which  discovers  Acadia,  or  Nova- 
Scotia ;  and  all  the  land  between  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Ouabache.  A 
memorial  was  afterwards  presented  on  the  samt  subject,  including  the 
affair  of  the  neutral  islands  in  the  West-Indies  ;  but  this  was  amply  re- 
futed in  another  piece,  in  which  the  British  ministry  observed,  that  even 
at  this  very  openmg  of  the  commission  established  in  Paris,  for  termi- 
nating amicably  the  disputes  in  North-America,  tiie  French  invaded 
Nova-Scotia,  erected  three  forts  in  the  heart  of  that  province,  and  would 
have  destroyed  the  English  settlement  at  Halifax,  had  they  not  been 
prevented :  That  the  like  hostilities  were  committed  upon  his  Britan* 
nick  Majesty's  subjects  on  the  Ohio  and  Indian  lakes,  where  the  Gover- 
nors appointed  bv  the  French  King,  without  any  shadow  of  right,  pro- 
hibited the  EnglTbh  from  trading ;  seized  their  traders  by  force,  and  sent 
them  prisoners  to  France ;  invaded  the  territories  of  Virginia,  attacked 
a  fort  that  covered  its  frontier,  and  to  secure  their  usurpations,  erected, 
with  an  armed  force,  a  chain  of  forts  on  the  lands  which  they  had  in- 
vaded :  that  his  Britannick  Majesty  had  complained  of  these  hosti- 
lities to  the  Court  of  Wrsailles,  but  without  eflVct ;  so  that  he  found 
himself  obliged  to  provide  for  the  security  of  his  subjects ;  and  as 
the  encroachments  made  by  France  were  hostile,  it  could  never  be 
unlawful,  or  irreconcilable  with  the  assurance  of  his  Majesty's  peace- 
able disposition,  to  repel  an  aggressor ;  and  that  the  same  motives  of 
self-defence  had  forced  him  to  seize  the  French  ship.s  and  sailo»s,  in 
order  to  deprive  that  C'ourt  of  the  means  of  making  an  invasion^ 
with  which  their  ininislcrs  in  all  tlie  courts  of  Hurejjc  had  menaced 
England. 
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B  O  0  K  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-four; 

^  ^'  J  when,  in  time  of  profound  peace,  without  any  declara- 
ijs^  tion  of  war,  without  any  previous  notice  given,  or 
apphcation  made,  a  body  of  French  troops  com- 
manded by  an  officer  bearing  the  French  Kitig'scom- 
miflion,  attacked  in  an  hollile  manner,  and  took 
pofleflion  of  an  EngliHi  fort  on  the  river  Ohio,  in 
North-America :  That  great  naval  armaments  were 
prepared  in  the  ports  of  France,  and  a  confiderable 
body  of  French  troops  embarked  for  that  country  : 
That  although  the  French  Ambaflador  was  feni: 
back  to  England  with  fpecious  profeffions  of  a  de- 
(ire  to  accommodate  thefe  differences,  it  appeared 
their  real  defign  was  only  to  amufe  and  gain  time  for 
the  paflagc  of  thefe  fupplies  and  re-inforcements, 
which  they  hoped  would  fecure  the  fuperiority  of  the 
French  forces  in  America,  and  enable  them  to  carry 
their  ambitious  and  opprellive  projects  into  execu- 
tion :  That  in  confequence  of  the  juft  and  necellary 
meafures  taken  by  the  King  of  Great-Britain  for 
preventing  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  a  dangerous  defign, 
the  French  Ambaflador  was  immediately  recalled 
from  England,  the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk  were 
enlarged,  great  bodies  of  troops  marched  down  to 
the  fea-coafis  of  France,,  and  the  Britifh  dominions 
threatened  with  an  invafion  :  That  though  the  King 
of  England,  in  order  to  fruftrate  thefe  intentions, 
had  given  orders  for  feizing  at  fea  the  (hips  of  the 
French  King  and  his  fubjecls,  yet  he  had  hitherto 
contented  himfelf  with  detaining  thofe  fhips  which 
had  been  taken,  and  preferving  their  cargoes  entire, 
without  proceeding  to  confifcation  :  but  it  being  at 
lad  evident  from  the  hofiile  invafion  of  Minorca, 
that  the  court  of  Verfailles  was  determined  to  reje<5t 
all  propofals  of  accommodation,  and  carry  on  the 
war  with  the  utmoft  violence,  his  Britannick  Majefty 
could  no  longer,  confiltenrly  with  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  the  welfare  of  his  fubjecls,  remain  within 
thofe  bounds,  which,  from  a  defire  of  peace  he  had 
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liitherto  obferved.     A  denunciation  of  war  follovced  CHAP, 
in    the   ufual   form,    and   was   concluded  with  an  ^    ^' 
aflurance,    that  all  the  French  i'ubje<5ls  redding  in     17^^ 
Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  who  fhould  demean  them- 
felves   dutifully  to  the  government,  might  depend 
upon  its  protection,  and  be  fafe  in  their  perfons  and 
ctfedts. 

^  XXVIII.  In  the  beginning  of  June  the  French 
King  declared  war  in  his  turn  againft  his  Britannick. 
Majefty,  and  his  declaration  was  couched  in  terms  of 
uncommon  afperity.  He  artfully  threw  a  fliade  over 
the  beginning  of  hoftilities  in  North-America,  re- 
ferring to  a  memorial  which  had  been  delivered  to 
the  feveral  courts  of  Europe,  containing  a  fummary 
of  thofe  fa6ls  which  related  to  the  prefcnt  war,  and 
the  negociaiions  by  which  it  had  been  preceded. 
He  infifted  on  the  attack  made  by  the  King  of  Eng- 
land, in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-four,  on  the  French  pofleflions  in  North-Ame- 
rica :  and  afterwards  by  the  Englirti  navy  on  the 
navigation  and  commerce  of  the  French  fubjecls, 
in  contempt  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  diredl  viola- 
tion of  treaties.  He  complained  that  the  Frencli 
foldiers  and  failors  underwent  the  harlheft  treatment 
in  the  Britifh  illes,  exceeding  thofe  bounds  which  arc 

f)refcribed  to  the  moft  rigorous  rights  of  war,  by  the 
aw  of  nature,  and  common  humanity.  He  af- 
firmed, that  while  the  Engliili  miniftry,  under  the 
appearance  of  fincerity,  impofed  upon  the  French 
Ambaflador  with  falfe  proteftarions,  others  diame- 
trically oppofite  to  thefe  deceitful  affurances  of  a 
fpeedy  accommodation  were  a<5hially  carrying  into 
execution  in  North-America :  That  while  the  Court 
of  London  employed  every  caballing  art,  and  fquan- 
dered  away  the  fubfidies  of  England,  10  infligatc 
other  powers  againft  France,  his  Moft  Chiiliiaa 
Majefty  did  not  even  afk  of  thefe  powers  the  fuc- 
^ours  which  guarantees  and  defcnfive  treaties  autho- 
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BOOK  rifcd  him  to  demand:  but  recommended  to  tbem 
^J}[;^^  fuch  meafiires  only  as  tended  to  their  own  peace  and 
^^^  fccurity  :  That  while  the  Englifh  navy,  by  the  mod 
odious  violences,  and  fometimes  by  the  vileft  artifices 
made  captures  of  French  veflels,  navigating  iit  full 
fecurity  under  the  fafcguard  of  publick  faith,  his 
Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  releafcd  an  Englifli  frigate 
taken   by   a  French   Iquadron ;  and   Britifh  veflels 
traded  to  the  ports  of  France  without  moleftattoa. 
That  th€  ftriking  contrail  formed  by  thefe  different 
methods  of  proceeding  would  convince  all  Europe, 
that  one  court  was  guided  by  inotives   of  jealoufy, 
ambition,  and  avarice,  and  that  the  conduct  of  the 
other  was  founded  on  principles  of  honour,  jufticc, 
and  moderation  :  That  the  vague  imputations  con- 
tained in    the  King  of   England's  declaration,  had 
in  reality  no  foundation  ;  and  the  very  manner  in 
which  they  were  fet  forth  would  prove  their  futility 
and  falfehood  ;  That  the  mention  made  of  the  works 
at  Dunkirk,  and  the  troops  aflembled  on  the  coafts 
of  the  ocean,  implied  the  moft  grofs  attempt  to  de- 
ceive  mankind    into   a   belief  that  thefe    were  the 
points  which  determined  the    King  of  England  to 
iflue  orders  for  feizing  the  French  vefTels ;  whereas 
the  works  at  Dunkirk  were  not  begun  till  after  two 
French  fhips  of  war  had  been  taken  by  an  Englifli 
fquadron  ;  and  depredations  had  been  committed  fix 
months  upon  the  fubjedls  of  France  before  the  firft 
battalions  began  their  march  for  the  fea  fide.     In  a 
word,  the  moft  Chriftian  King,  laying  afide  that  po- 
litenefs  and  decorum  on  which  his  people  value  them- 
felves  above  all  the  nations  upon  the  face  of  the  earth, 
very  roundly  taxes  his  brother  Monarch's adminiftra- 
tion  with  piracy,  perfidy,  inhumanity,  and   deceit. 
A    charge   conveyed    in    fuch    reproachful    terms-, 
againft  one   of  the   moft  refpc<5lable  crowned  heads 
in  Europe,  will  appear  the   more  extraordinary  and 
injurious,  if  wc  conllder  that  the  accufers  were  weH 
acquainted  with  the  falfity  of  their  own  imputations, 
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and  at  the  fame  time  confcious  of  having  pra^Hfed  c  HAP. 
thofe  very  arts  which  they  afFcdcd  fo  much  to  decry.      V. 
For  after  all,  it  muft  be    allowed,    that   nothing  ^^"^^5^ 
could  be  juftly  urged  againft  the  Englifh  govern- 
ment;^ with  refpe6t  to  France,  except  the  omiflion 
of  a  mere  form,  which  other  nations  might  inter- 
pret into  an  irregularity,  but  could  not  conftrue  into 
perfidious  dealing,   as   the   French   had    previoufly 
violated  the  peace  by  their  infolcnce  and  encroach- 
ments. 

§  XXIX.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  opinion 
of  other  nations,  certain  it  is,  the  fubjeds  of  Great- 
Britain  heartily  approved  of  the  hoftilities  com- 
mitted and  intended  againft  a  people,  whom  they 
have  always  confidered  as  their  natural  enemies, 
and  the  incendiaries  of  Europe.  They  chearfuUy 
contributed  to  the  expcnce  of  armaments*,  and 
feemed  to  approve  of  their  deftination,  in  hopes  of 
being  able  to  wipe  off*  the  difgraces  they  had  fuf- 
tained  in  the  defeat  of  Braddock,  and  the  lofs  of 
Minorca.  The  laft  event  made  a  deep  imprellion 
upon  the  minds  of  the  community.  An  addrefs  was 
prefented  to  the  Kinor  by  the  Lord-Mayor,  Alder- 
men, and  Common- Council  of  London,  containing 
ftrong  hints  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  miniftry. 
They  exprefled  their  apprehenfion,  that  the  loft 
of  the  important  fortrefs  of  St.  Philip  and  ifland  of 
Minorca,  pofleflions  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to 
the  commerce  and  naval  (Irength  of  Great-Britain, 
without  any  attempt  by  timely  and  efl^edlual  fuccours 
to  prevent  or  defeat  an  attack,  after  fuch  early  notice 
of  the  enemy's  intentions,  and  when  his  Majefty's 
navy  was  fo  evidently  fuperior  to  theirs,  would  be 
an  indelible  reproach  on  the  honour  of  the  Britifti 

•  Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war,  the  French  ships  and 
cargoes  which  had  l)eeii  taken  were  tried,  and  condemned  as  legal 
prizes,  exposed  lo  publick  sale,  and  their  produce  lodged  in  the  BanK  ; 
but  in  what  manner  this  money,  amounting  to  a  large  sum,  was  dis- 
iribMted  or  employed,  we  have  not  been  able  to  discover. 
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BOOK  Nation.  They  expatiated  upon  the  imminent  dto« 
^^l^  ger  to  which  the  Britifli  pofleffions  in  America  were 
expofed,  by  the  mifmanagement  and  delays  which 
i7j6.  had  attended  the  defence  of  thofe  invaluable  colo- 
nies, the  objedl  of  the  prefent  war,  the  principal 
fource  of  the  wealth  and  ftrength  of  thefe  kingdoms. 
They  lamented  the  want  of  a  conftitutional  well- 
regulated  militia^  the  mod  natural  and  certain  de- 
fence againll  all  invaders  whatfoever.  They  figni- 
fied  their  hope,  that  the  authors  of  the  late  loiles  and 
difappointments  would  be  dctedled,  and  brought  to 
condign  punifhment:  that  his  Majcfty's  known  in- 
tentions of  protedling  and  defending  his  fubjcds  in 
their  rights  and  pofleffions  might  be  faithfully  and 
Tigoroufly  carried  into  execution ;  and  the  large 
fapplies  fo  neceflarily  demanded,  and  fo  chearfully 
granted,  might  be  religioufly  applied  to  the  defence 
of  thefe  kingdoms,  their  colonies,  and  their  com- 
merce, as  well  as  to  the  annoyance  of  their  invete- 
rate and  perfidious  enemies,  the  only  fure  means  of 
obtaining  a  lading  and  honourable  peace.  In 
anfvver  to  this  addrefs  the  King  aflUred  them,  that 
he  would  not  fail  to  do  juflice  upon  any  perfons  who 
i})OLild  have  been  wanting  in  their  duty  to  him  and 
their  country  ;  to  inforce  obedience  and  difcipline  in 
his  fleets  and  armies  ;  and  to  fupport  the  authority 
and  refpert  due  to  his  government.  Kemonflrances 
of  the  lame  kind  were  prefented  by  different  counties 
and  corporations;  and  the  populous  clamoured  aloud 
for  enquiry  and  juflice. 

§  XXX.  The  firft  victim  offered  to  the  enraged 
multitude  was  the  unfortunate  General  Fowke,  who 
had  been  Deputy-Governor  of  Gibraltar,  and  be- 
haved with  remarkable  condud\  and  integrity  in  the 
excrcife  of  that  important  office,  till  that  period, 
when  he  fell  under  the  difpleafurc  of  the  govern- 
ment. He  was  no'.v  brought  to  trial  before  a  board 
of  general  ol]^.rers,  and  accufed  of  having  difobeyed 
?he  orders  he  had  received  from  the  Secretary  at  war 
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in  three  fucccffive  letters*,  touching  the  relief  dfCHA.P. 
Minorca.     Mr.  Fowke  alledged  in  his  own  defence  ^  ^^/   j 
that   the  orders   were  confufed  and  contradictory,     i^^ST 
and  implied  a  difcretionary  power :  that  the  whole 
number  of  his  garrifon  did  not  exceed  two  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  men,  after  he  had  fpared  two  hun- 
dred 

*  To  Lieut.  Gen.  Fowke,  or^  in  his  absence,  to  the  Commander  in  Chief 
in  his  Majesty's  garrison  of  Gibraltar. 

SIR,  War-OJficc,  March  21,  IJbG. 

I  am  commanded  to  acquaint  you,  tliat  it  is  his  Majesty's  pica-' 
iure  that  you  receive  into  your  gnrrison,  Lord  Robert  Bertie's  regi- 
ment, to  cio  duty  there ;  and  in  case  you  should  apprehend  that  (Tic 
French  intend  to  make  any  attempt  upon  his  Miyesty's  isknd  of 
^Minorca,  it  is  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  that  you  make  a' detachment 
out  of  tlie  troops  in  your  garrison  equal  to  a  battalion,  to  be  com- 
manded by  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Major;  such  Lieutenant -Colonel 
and  Major  to  be  the  eldest  in  your  garrison,  to  be  put  on  board 
the  fleet  for  the  relief  of  Minorca,  a's  the  Admiral  shall  thiiik  expedient, 
who  is  to  carry  them  to  the  said  island.    I  am. 

Your  humble  servant,  B. 

To  Lieut,  Gen.  Fowke,  or  in  hit  alsence,  to  the  Commander  in  Chief 
at  Gibraltar. 
SIR,  Tfar-Office,  March  26,  175G. 

I  am  commanded  to  acquaint  you,  that  it  is  his  Majesty's  pleasure, 
in  case  the  island  of  Minorca  should  be  in  any  likelihood  of  being  at*- 
tacked,  that  you  make  a  detachment  from  the  troops  in  \our  garrison 
equal  to  a  battalion,  commanded  by  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Major, 
for  the  relief  of  that  place,  to  be  put  on  board  the  fleet,  at  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  Admiral :  such  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Major  to  be  th« 
eldest  in  your  garrison. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Fowke,  or,  in  his  alsence,  to  the  Commander  in  Chief 
in  his  Majesty's  garrison  in  Gibraltar. 
SIR,  JFar-Office,  April  I,  1756. 

IT  is  his  Majestv's  pleasure,  that  you  receive  into  your  garrison 
the  women  and  children  belonging  to  Lord  Robert  ijertic's  regi- 
ment. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Fowke,  or,  the  Commander  in  Chief  at  Gibraltar. 

SIR,  jrar-Office,  May  12,   1756'. 

'  I  wrote  to  you  by  General  Steward :  if  that  order  is  not  complied 
with,  then  you  are  now  to  make  a  detachment  of  seven  hundred  men 
out  of  your  own  regiment  and  Guise's  ;  and  also  another  detachment 
out  of  Pultcncy's  and  Panmure's  regiments,  and  send  them  on  board 
the  fleet  for  the  relief  of  Mahon.  But  if  that  order  has  been  com- 
plied 
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BOOK  drcd  and  fevcnty-five  to  the  (hips  commanded  by 
in.     Mr.  Edgccumbe ;    that  the  <»dmary   duty  of  the 

^^^Z^^  garrifon   requiring  eight  hundred  men,  the  whole 
number  was  not  Sufficient  for  three  reliefs :  that,  if 
he  bad  detached  a  battahon  on  board  the  fleet,  be 
fhould  not  have  had  above  two  reliefs,  at  a  time 
when  he  believed  the  place  was  in  danger  of  being 
attacked,  for  good  reafons,  which  he  did  not  think 
himfelf  at  liberty  to  mention  ;  that  his  orders  being 
doubtful,  he  held  a  council  of  war,  which  was  of 
opinion,  that  as  undoubted  intelligence  was  received 
of  the  French  army's  being  landed  at  Minorca,  to 
the  number  of  between  thirteen  and  lixteen  thoufand 
men,  and  that  a  French  fquadron  of  fixtcen  (hips 
was  ftationed  off  the  harbpur,  the  fending  a  detach- 
ment equal  to  a  battalion  from  Gibraltar  would  be 
an  ineftedual  fupply  for  the  relief  of  the  place,  aod 
a  weakning  of  the  garrifon  from  which  they  muft  be 
fent.     He   obferved,   that   fuppofing  the  orders  to 
have   been   pofitive,  and   feven  hundred   men  de- 
tached    to    Minorca,    the    number    remaining  at 
Gibraltar  would  not  have    exceeded  one  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  fifty-fix :    a  dedu6Hon   of  feven 
hundred  more,  according  to  the  order  of  May  the 
twelfth,  would  have  left  a  remainder  of  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty-fix:  that  the  men  daily  on  duty  in 
the    garrifon,    including   artificers  and  labourers  in 
the  King's  works,  amounted  to  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-nine;  fo  that  if  he  had  complied  with  the 
orders  as  they  arrived,  he  would  not  have  had  more 
than  feventecn  men   over  and  above  the  number 

plied  with,  then  you  are  to  make  only  one  detachment  of  seven  hun- 
dred men,  to  6e  commanded  by  another  LieutenanfcrColonel  and 
Major,  and  to  send  it  to  Mahon  ;  and  you  are  also  to  detain  all  such 
empty  v«*ssels  as  shall  come  into  your  harbour,  and  to  keep theminict- 
diness  for  any  further  traDsportation  of  troops.  I  have  also  his  RojaJ 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Cumberland's  commands,  to  desire  that  you 
%viil  keep  your  garrison  as  alert  as  possible,  during  this  critical  time, 
and  give  such  other  assistance  as  may  l)e  in  your  power  for  the  relief 
of  Minorca;  takuig  care,  however,  not  to  fatigue  or  endanger  your 
own  garrison. 
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neccflairy  for  the  daily  work  of  the  garrlfon ,:  thus  CHAP, 
the   important   fortrefs  of   Gibraltar  muft,    at  this  ^  ^y  ^ 
critical   conjundlure,    have  been  left  almoft  naked  TtXsT 
and  dcfencelcfs  to  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  ;  and 
had  thofe  detachments  been  actually  fent  abroad,  it 
afterwards  appeared  that  they  could  not  have  been 
landed  on  the  ifland  of  Minorca,     The  order  tranf- 
mitted  to  General  Fowke  to  detain  all  empty  veflcls, 
for  a  further  tranfportation  of  troops,  feems  to  have 
been  fuperfluous  ;  for  it  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  he 
could  have  occafion  for  them,  unlefs  to  embark  the 
whole  garrifon,  and  abandon  the   place.     It   feems 
likewife  to  have  been  unncceflary  to  exhort  the  Ge- 
neral to  keep  his  garrifon  as  alert  as  pbfTible,  during 
that  critical- time  ;  inafmuch  as  it  would  have  been 
impollible  for  the  men  to  have  enjoyed  the  leaft  repofe 
or  intermiflion  of  duty,  had  the  orders  been  punc- 
tually and  literally  obeyed.     What  other  afTiftance  it 
might  have  been  in  the  Governor's  power  to  give 
for  the  relief  of  Minorca,  or  in   what   manner   he 
could  avoid  fatiguing  his  garrifon,  while  there  was 
an  irapoffibility  of  relieving  the  guards,  it  is  not  cafy 
to  comprehend.     Be  that  as  it  may,  when  the  trial 
was  finifhed,  and  the  queftion   put  to  acquit  or  fuf- 
pend  for  one  year,  the  court  was  equally  divided  ; 
and  in  fuch  cafes  the  calling  vote  being  veiled  in 
the  preiident,  he  threw  it  into  the  fcale  againft  the 
prifoner,  whom  his  Majefty  thought  fit  to  difmifs 
from  his  fervice. 

§  XXXI.  The  expe61ation  of  the  publick  was 
now  eagerly  turned  towards  America,  the  chief,  if 
not  the  fole  fcene  of  our  military  operations.  On 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  June,  Mr.  Abercrombie 
arrived  at  Albany,  the  frontier  of  New- York,  and 
aflumed  the  command  of  the  forces  there  aflembled, 
confiding  of  two  regiments  which  had  ferved  under 
Braddock,  two  battalions  raifcd  in  America,  two 
regiments  now  tranfported  from  England,  four  in- 
dependei^t  companies  which  had  been  many  years 
yoi4.  III.  M  M  maintained 
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BOOK  maidt^Bcd  in  New- York,  the  New- Jcrfcy  regiment, 
IH-  four  companies  levied  in  North-Carolina,  and  a 
T^^gT^^  body  of  provincial  forces  raifcd  by  the  govcrnnaent 
of  Ne\y- England.  Thofc  to  the  fauthward,  includ- 
ing Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  had  not 
y^t  determined  on  any  regular  plan  of  opeFation^ 
and  were  nwxeover  hard  prided  in  defending  their 
weftern  frontier  from  the  French  and  Indians,  who, 
in  fkul^ing  parties,  made  fudden  irrupdons  upon 
their  unguarded  fettlemepts,  burning,  plundeiing, 
and,  maflacring  with  the  mod  lavage  inhumanity. 
As  for  South  Carolina,  the  proportion  of  negTx>- 
Haves  to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  was  fo 
^reatin  that  colony,  that  the  government  could  not, 
with  any  regard  to  the  fafety  of  the  province,  fpare 
^ny  reinforcement  for  the  general  enterprize.  The 
plan  of  this  undertaking  had  been  fettled  in  the  pre- 
ceding year  in  a  council  of  war,  held  at  New- York. 
There  it  was  refolved  to  attack  the  fort  of  Niagara, 
fituated  between  the  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  in  order 
to  cut  off  the  communication  between  Canada  and 
iiouifiana,  and  prevent  the  French  from  fupporting 
their  new  fortrcfles  on  the  Ohio :  to  reduce  Ticon- 
deroga  and  Crown-Point,  fo  that  the  frontier  of 
5<Iew-York  might  be  delivered  from  the  danger  of 
40  invalion,  and  Great-Britain  become  mafter  of 
^he  lake  Champlain^  over  which  the  forces  might 
^)e  tranfported  in  any  future  attempt :  to  befiege 
Fort  Du  Quefne  upon  the  Ohio;  and  to  detach  a 
^ody  of  troops  by  the  river  Kennebec,  to  alarm  the 
capital  of  Canada.  This  plan  was  too  extenfive  for 
t;he  number  of  troops  which  had  been  prepared  :  the 
^afon  was  too  far  advanced  before  the  regiments 
:|rrived  from  England,  the  different  colonies  were 
divided  in  their  opinions,  and  Mr.  Abercrombie 
poftponed  the  execution  of  any  important  fcheme 
^ill  the  arrival  of  Lord  Loudoun,  who  was  daily  ex-> 
p?(Sted.  The  reafons  that  delayed  the  reinforce- 
9i^nt,  an4  detailed  his  lord  (hip  fo  long,  we  do  not 
1  ...  ..  - .  .    pictend 
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pretend  to  cxplaia ;  though  we  maybe  allowed  to  CHAP, 
obferve,  that  many  fair  opportunities  have  been  loft,,^    y*   j 
by  the  neglecft  and  procraltination  of  an  Enghfh  mi-v   175$. 
nifiry.     Certain  it  is«  the  unaccountable  delay  of  this? 
armament  rendered  it  ufelels  for  a  whole  year,  af- 
forded tin^e  and  leifure  to  the  enemy  to  take  their 
precautions  againft  any  fubfequent  attack,  and,   in 
the  mean  time,  to  proceed  unmolefted  in  diftreffing 
the  Britx(h  fettlements.     Even  before  this   period, 
they  had  attacked  and  reduced  a  fmall  pofl  in  the 
country  of  the  Five  Nations,  occupied  by  twenty- 
five  Englifhmen,  who  were  cruelly  butchered  to  a 
man,  in  the  midfi  of  thofe  Indians  whom  Great- 
Britain  had  long  numbered  among  her  allies. 

§  XXXII.  Soon  after  this  expedition,  having  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  a  confiderable  convoy  of  pro- 
vifions  and  ftores,  for  the  garrifon  of  Ofwego,  would 
in  a  little  time  fet  out  from  Schenedlady,  and  be 
conveyed  in  batteaux  up  the  river  Onondaga,  they 
formed  an  ambufcade  among  the  woods  and  thickets 
on  the  north  fide  of  that  river ;  but  underftanding 
the  convoy  had  paflcd  before  they  reached  the  place, 
they  refolved  to  wait  the  return  of  the  detachment. 
Their  defign,  however,  was  fruftrated  by  the  vigi- 
lance and  valour  of  Colonel  Bradflreet,  who  expe6ted 
fuch  an  attempt,  and  had  taken  his  meafures  accord- 
ingly. On  the  third  day  of  July,  while  he  ftemmed 
the  ftream  of  the  river,  with  his  batteaux  formed 
into  three  divifions,  they  were  faluted  with  the  Indian 
war-whoop,  and  a  general  difcharge  of  mufquetry 
from  the  north  fhore.  Bradflreet  immediately  or- 
dered his  men  to  land  on  the  oppofite  bank,  and 
with  a  few  of  the  foremoft  took  poflelfion  of  a  fmall 
ifland,  where  he  was  forthwith  attacked  by  a  party 
of  the  enemy,  who  had  forded  the  river  for  that 
purpofe;  but  thefe  were  foon  repulfed.  Another 
body  having  pafled  a  mile  higher,  he  advanced  to 
them  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  men,  and  fell  upon 
them,  fword  in  hand,  with  fuch  vigour,  that  many ' 
were  killed  on  the  fpot,  and  the  reft  driven  into  the 
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BOOK  river  with  fuch   precipitation,    that  a  confidemble 
^11-      number  of  them  were  drowned.     Having  received 

^Tt^ST'  information  that  a  third  body  of  them  had  paiTcd 
at  a  ford  ftill  higher,  he  marched  thither  without 
helitation,  and  purfued  them  to  the  other  fide,  where 
they  were  entirely  routed  and  difperfed.  In  this 
a<^ion,  which  lafted  near  three  hours,  about  fcventy 
of  the  batteau  men  were  killed  or  wounded,  but  the 
enemy  loft  double  the  number  killed,  and  above  fc- 
venty taken  prifoncrs.  In  all  probability  the  whole 
detachment  of  the  French,  amounting  to  feven  hun- 
dred men,  would  have  been  cut  off,  had  not  a  heavy 
rain  interpofed,  and  difabled  Colonel  Bradftreet  from 
following  his  blow ;  for  that  fame  night  he  was  joined 
by  Captain  Patten  with  his  grenadiers,  in  his  march 
from  Oneida  to  Ofwego,  and  next  morning  rein- 
forced with  two  hundred  men,  detached  to  his  af- 
fiftance  from  the  garrifon  of  Ofwego ;  but  by  this 
time  the  rivulets  were  fo  fwelled  by  the  rain,  that  it 
was  found  impradlicable  to  purfue  the  enemy  through 
the  woods  and  thickets.  Patten  and  his  grenadiers 
accompanii^d  the  detachment  to  Ofwego,  while  Brad- 
ftreet purfued  his  voyage  to  Schenedlady,  from 
whence  he  repaired  to  Albany,  and  communicated 
to  General  Abercrombie  the  intelligence  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  prifoners,  that  a  large  body  of  the 
enemy  were  encamped  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  lake 
Ontario,  provided  with  artillery,  and  all  other  im- 
plements to  befiege  the  fort  of  Ofwego. 

^  XXXIII.  In  confequence  of  this  information, 
Major- General  Webb  was  ordered  to  hold  himfelf 
in  readinefs  to  march  with  one  regiment  to  the  relief 
of  that  garrifon  ;  but,  before  they  could  be  provided 
with  ncceflaries,  the  Earl  of  Loudoun  arrived  at  the 
head-qiiarters  at  Albany,  on  the  twenty-ninth  day 
of  July.  The  army  at  this  time  is  faid  to  have 
confided  of  regular  troops  to  the  number  of  two 
thoufand  fix  hundred,  about  feven  thoufand  pro- 
vincials, fuppofed  to  be  in  readinefs  to  march  from 
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Fort- William-Henry,  under  the  command  of  Ge-  CHAP, 
neral  Winflow,  over  and  above  a  confiderable  num-  ^* 
ber  of  batteau-men  at  Albany  and  Schene<ftady.  17^^]"^ 
The  garrilon  at  Ofwego  amounted  to  fourteen  hun- 
dred foldiers,  befides  three  hundred  workmen  and 
failors,  either  in  the  fort,  or  polled  in  fmall  parties 
between  the  fort  and  place  called  Burnet's  Field,  to 
fecure  a  fafe  paflTage  through  the  country  of  the  Six 
Nations,  upon  whofe  friendlhip  there  was  no  longer 
any  reliance.  By  the  beft  accounts  received  of  the 
enemy's  force,  they  had  about  three  thoufand  men 
at  Crown- Point  and  Ticonderoga  upon  the  lake 
Champlain :  but  their  chief  ftrength  was  collected 
upon  the  banks  of  the  lake  Ontario,  where  their 
purpofe  undoubtedly  was  to  reduce  the  Englifh  fort 
at  Ofwego.  The  immediate  objedl,  therefore,  of 
Lord  Loudoun's  attention  was  the  relief  of  this 
place  ;  but  his  defign  was  ftrcnuoufly  oppofed  by  the 
province  of  New- York,  and  other  northern  govern- 
ments, who  were  much  more  intent  upon  the  reduc- 
tion of  Crown-Point,  and  the  fecurity  of  their  own 
frontiers,  which  they  apprehended  was  connedlcd 
with  this  conqueft.  They  inlifted  upon  Winflow's 
being  joined  by  fome  regiments  of  regular  troops 
before  he  fhould  march  againft  this  fortrefs ;  and 
llipulated  that  a  body  of  referve  fliould  be  detained 
at  Albany,  for  the  defence  of  that  frontier,  in  cafe 
Winflow  fhould  fail  in  his  enterprize,  and  be  de- 
ieated.  At  length  they  agreed,  that  the  regiment 
which  Mr.  Abercrombie  had  deftined  for  that  pur- 
pofe ftiould  be  detached  for  the  relief  of  Ofwego : 
and  on  the  twelfth  day  of  Auguft  Major-General 
"Webb  began  his  march  with  it  from  Albany  ;  but  on 
his  arrival  at  the  Carrying  place,  between  the  Mo- 
hock's river  and  Wood's  creek,  he  received  the  dif- 
agreeable  news  that  Ofwego  was  taken,  and  the  gar- 
rifon  made  prifoners  of  war.  Mr.  Webb,  appre- 
hending himiclf  in  danger  of  being  attacked  by  the 
befieging  army,   began  imm^iately  to  render  tlie 
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BOOK  creek  impaflable,  even  to  cinoes,  by  felling  trees, 
v-f!!l— /  and  throwing  them  into  the  ftream  ;  while  the  cnc- 
1756?*^  my,  ignorant  of  his  numbers,  and  ^prehenfive  of  a 
like  vifitation  from  him,  took  the  very  lame  me- 
thod of  preventing  his  approach  :  in  confequence 
of  this  apprehenfion,  he  was  permitted  to  retire  un- 
molefled. 

§  XXXIV.  The  lofs  of  the  two  fn>all  foits,  called 
Ontario  and  Ofwego,  was  a  confiderable   national 
misfortune.     They  were  erc(5!ed  on  the  fouth    fide 
of  the  great  lake  Ontario,  ilanding  on  the  oppofiro 
fides,  at  the  mduth  of  the  Onondago  river,  that  dif- 
charges  itfelf  into  the  lake,  and  conftituted  a  pod  of 
great  importance,  where  veflfels  had  been  built,  to 
cruize  upon  the  lake,  which  is  a  kind  of  inland  fea^ 
and  interrupt  the  commerce  as  well  as  the  motions 
and  defigns  of  the  enemy.     The  garrifon,  as  we  have 
already  obferved,  confifted  df  fourteen  hundred  men, 
chiefly  militia  and   new«raifed   recruits,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenartt-Colonel  Mercer,  an  oflScer 
of  courage  and  experience  :  but  the  fituation  of  the 
forts  was  very  ill  chofen  ;  the  materials  moftly  tim- 
ber or  logs  of  wood  ;  the  defences  wretchedly  con- 
trived, and  unfinifiied ;  and,  in  a  word,  the  place 
altogether  untenable  againfl:  any  regular  approach. 
Such  were  the  fi>rts  which  the  enemy  wifely  refolved 
to  reduce.     Being  under  no  apprehenfion  for  Crown- 
Point,  they  afl[embled  a  body  of  troops,  confiding 
of   thirteen   hundred   regulars,    feventeen  hundred 
Gaoadians,    and  a  confiderable  number  of   Indian 
auxiliaries,  under  the  command  of  the  Marquis  dc 
Montcalm,     a  vigilant  and  enterprifing  oflRccr,    to 
whom  the  conduft  of  the  fiege  was  entrufted  by  the 
Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,    Governor  and  Lieu  tenant- 
General  of  New.;^rance.    The  firft  ftep  taken  by 
Montcalm  was  to  block  up  OfWego  by  water  with 
two  large  armed  veflels,  and  poft  a  ftrong  body  of 
Canadians  on  the  road  between  Albany  and  the  forts, 
to  cut  off  all  communication  of  fuccour  and  intelli- 
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gcAcc.  In  the  mean  time,  he  embarked  his  artil- 
lery and  (lores  upon  the  lake,  and  landed  them  in 
the  bay  of  Nixouri,  the  place  of  general  rendezvous,  ^ts^ 
At  another  creek,  within  half  a  league  of  Ofwego, 
he  ereded  a  battery  for  the  protection  of  his  velftls, 
aind  on  the  twelfth  day  of  Auguft,  at  midnight,  after 
his  difpofitions  had  been  made,  he  opened  the 
trenches  before  t'ort-Ontario.  The  garrifon  having 
fired  away  all  their  (hells  and  ammlmition,  fpiked 
up  the  cannon,  and  deferting  the  fort,  retired  next 
day  acrofs  the  river  into  Of\Vego,  which  was  even* 
more  cxpofed  than  the  other,  efpecially  when  the 
enemy  had  taken  pofleffion  of  Ontario,  from  whence 
they  immediately  began  to  fire  without  intermilfion. 
Colonel  Mercer  being,  on  the  thirteenth,  killed  by  a 
cannon  ball,  the  fort  deftitute  of  all  cover,  the  offi- 
cers divided  in  opinion,  and  the  garrifon  in  confu- 
fion,  they  next  day  demanded  a  capitulation,  and 
furrendered  prifoners  of  waf,  on  condition  that  they 
fhould  be  exempted  frpm  plunder,  conduced  to 
Montreal,  and  treated  with  humanity.  Thefc  con- 
ditions, however,  the*  Marquis  did  not  punctually 
obferve.  TheBritifh  officers  and  foldierswere  infultcd' 
by  the  favage  Indians,  who  robbed  them  of  their 
clothes  and  biiggage,  mafliacred  fevcral  men  as  they 
flood  defencelefs  on  the  parade,  aflaffiiiated  Lieute- 
nant De  la  Court  as  he  lay  wbunded  in  his  tent,  under 
the  prote61ion  of  a  French  officer,  and  barbaroufly 
fcalped  all  the  fick  people  in  the  hofpital :  finally, 
Montcalm,  in  dired  violation  of  the  articles,  as  well 
as  in  contempt  of  common  humanity,  delivered  up 
above  twenty  men  of  ther  garrifon  to  the  Indians,  in^ 
lieu  of  the  fame  number  they  had  loft  during  the 
fiege ;  and,  in  all  probability,  thefe  miferable  cap- 
tives wete  put  to  death  by  thofe  barbarians  with  the 
moft  excruciating  tortures,  according  to  the  execra- 
ble cuftom  of  the  country.  Thofe  who  countenance 
the  perpetration  of  cruelties,  at  which  human  nature 
ihudders  with  horror,  ought  to  be  branded  as  in- 
famous 
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BOOK  famous  to  all  pofterity.  Such,  however,  were  the 
^^J}^^  trophies  that,  in  the  courfe  of  the  American  war, 
175CI.  diftinguifhed  the  operations  of  a  people  who  pique 
themfelvcs  upon  politenefs,  and  the  virtues  of  hu- 
manity. The  prifoners  taken  at  Ofwego,  after 
having  been  thus  barbaroufly  treated,  were  conveyed 
in  batieaux  to  Montreal,  where  they  had  no  reafon 
to  complain  of  their  reception ;  and  before  the  end 
of  the  year,  they  were  exchanged.  The  vi(5lors  im- 
mediately demolifhed  the  two  forts  (if  they  defervcd 
that  denomination)  in  which  they  found  one  hundred 
and  twenty-one  pieces  of  artillery,  fourteen  mortars, 
with  a  great  quantity  of  ammunition,  warlike  (tores, 
and  provifion,  belides  two  floops,  and  two  hundred 
batteaux,  which  likewife  fell  into  their  hands.  Such 
an  important  magazine,  depofitcd  in  a  place  alto- 
gether indefenfible,  and  without  the  reach  of  imme- 
diate fuccour,  was  a  flagrant  proof  of  egregious  foUy, 
temerity,  and  mifconducl. 

^  XXXV.  The  Earl  of  Loudoun  finding  the 
feafon  too  far  advanced  to  admit  of  any  enterprizc 
againft  the  enemy,  exerted  all  his  endeavours  in 
making  preparations  for  an  early  campaign  in  the 
fpring,  fecuring  the  frontiers  of  the  Englifh  co- 
lonies, in  forming  an  uniform  plan  of  a6tion,  and 
promoting  a  fpirit  of  harmony  among  the  different 
governments,  which  had  been  long  divided  by  jar- 
ring interefts,  and  other  fources  of  diflenfion.  Mean- 
while, the  forts  Edward  and  William- Henry  were 
put  in  a  proper  poflure  of  defence,  s^nd  fecured  with 
numerous  garrifons ;  and  the  forces  put  into  winter- 
quarters  at  Albany,  where  comfortable  barracks 
were  built  for  that  purpofe.  Fort-Granvilla,  on  the 
confine$  of  Pennfylvania,  an  inconfiderablc  block- 
houfe,  was  furprifed  by  a  party  of  French  and  In- 
dians, who  n^ade  the  garrifon  prifoners,  confifiing  of 
two-a,nd' twenty  foldiers,  with  a  few  women  and  chil- 
dren. Thefe  they  loaded  with  flour  and  provifion, 
apd  drove  thepi  into  captivity ;  but  the  fort  they 
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reduced  to  afhes.  Many  {hocking  murders  were  CH  A. P. 
perpetrated  upon  defencelefs  people,  without  diftinc-  ^  ^' 
tion  of  age  or  fex,  in  different  parts  of  the  frontiers ;  ly^^ 
but  thefe  outrages  were  in  fome  meafure  balanced 
by  the  advantages  refulting  from  a  treaty  pf  peace, 
which  the  Governor  of  Pennfylvania  concluded  with 
the  Delaware  Indians,  a  powerful  tribe  that  dwell 
upon  the  river  Safquehanna,  forming,  as  it  were,  a 
line  along  the  fouthern  Ikirts  of  the  province.  At 
the  fame  time  the  Governor  of  Virginia  fccured  the 
friendfhip  and  alliance  of  the  Cherokees  and  Cataw- 
bas,  two  powerful  nations  adjoining  to  that  colony, 
who  were  able  to  bring  three  thoufand  fighting  men 
into  the  field.  All  thefe  circumftances  conlidered, 
Great-Britain  had  reafon  to  expe6l  that  the  enfuing 
campaign  would  be  vigoroufly  profecuted  in  Ame- 
rica, efpecially  as  a  frelh  reinforcement  of  troops, 
with  a  great  fupply  of  warlike  ftores,  were  fcnt  to  that 
country  in  fourteen  tranf ports,  under  convoy  of  two 
fhips  of  war,  which  failed  from  Cork,  in  Ireland, 
about  the  beginning  of  November, 

§  XXXVL  No  a6lion  of  great  importance  dif- 
tinguifhed  the  naval  tranfadtions  of  this  year  on  the 
fide  of  America.  In  the  beginning  of  June,  Captain 
Spry,  who  commanded  a  Imall  fquadron,  cruifing 
off  Louifbourg,  in  the  ifland  of  Cape-Breton,  took 
the  Arc  en  Ciel,  a  French  Ihip  of  fifty  guns,  having 
on  board  near  fix  hundred  men,  with  a  large  quan- 
tity of  flores  and*  provifions  for  the  garrifon.  He 
like  wife  made  prize  of  another  French  (hip,  with  fc- 
venty  foldiers,  two  hundred  barrels  of  powder,  two 
large  brafs  mortars,  and  other  flores  of  the  like  defti- 
nation.  On  the  twenty-feventh  day  of  July  Com- 
modore Holmes,  being  in  the  fame  latitude,  with 
two  large  (hips  and  a  couple  of  floops,  engaged  two 
French  fhips  of  the  line  and  four  frigates,  and  obliged 
them  to  fheer  off,  after  an  obftinate  difpute.  A  great 
number  of  privateers  were  equipped  in  this  country, 
as  well  as  in  the  WeR-India  iilaods  belonging  to  the 
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BOOK  Crown  of  Great-Britain  ;  and  as  thofe  feas  fWarmed 
^^^'^j  with  French  veflels,  their  cruifers  proved  very  ad- 
1766.    vantagcous  to  the  adventurers. 

§  XXXVII.  Scenes  of  higher  import  were  this 
year  a6lcd  by  the  Britifh  arms  in  the  Eafl-Indies. 
The  ceflation  of  hoftilities  between  the  Engliih  and 
French  Companies  on  the  peninfula  of  Indus,  though 
it  encouraged  Mr.  CHve  to  vifit  his  native  country, 
was  not  of  long  duration ;  for  in  a  few  months  both 
fides  recommenced  their  operations,  no  lon^r  as 
auxiliaries  to  the  Princes  of  the  country,  but  ar 
principals  and  rivals,  both  in  arms  and  comoiercc. 
Major  Laurence,  who  now  enjoyed  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  EngUfh  force,  obtained  divers  advan- 
tages over  the  enemy ;  and  profecuted  his  fuccefs 
with  fuch  vigor,  as,  in  all  probability,  would  in  a 
little  time  have  terminated  the  war  according  to  bis 
own  wifti,  when  the  progrefs  of  his  arms  was  inter- 
rupted and  fufpended  by  an  unfortunate  event  at  Cal- 
cutta, the  caufe  of  which  is  not  eafily  explained  :  for 
extraordinary  pains  have  been  taken  to  thtow  a  veil 
over  fome  tranfa<5tions,  from  whence  this  calamity 
was  immediately  or  remotely  derived. 

§  XXXVIII.  The  old  Suba  or  Viceroy  of  Bengal, 
Bahar,  and  Orixa,  dpng  in  the  month  of  April,  in 
the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-fix, 
was  fucceeded  by  his  adopted  fon,  Sur  Raja  al  Dow- 
lat,  a  young  man  of  violent  pafiions,  without  prin- 
ciple, fortitude,  or  good  faith,  whd^began  his  admi- 
niftration  with  a6ls  of  perfidy  and  violence.  In  all 
probability,  his  defign  againft  the  Engli(h  fettlcments 
was  fuggetied  by  his  rapacious  difpofirion,  on  a  belief 
that  he  abounded  with  trcafure ;  as  the  pretences 
which  he  ufed  for  commencing  h<iftiliries  were  alto- 
gether inconfiftcnt, .  felfe,  and  frivolous.  In  the 
month  of  May,  he  caufed  the  Englifh  fa6lory  at 
Cafliimbuzzar  to  be  invefted,  and  inviting  Mr.  Watts, 
the  chief  of  the  fa6h)ry,  to  a  conference,  under  the 
fani^ion  of  a  fafe  conduct,  detained  him  as  prifoner ; 
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then,  by  means  of  fraud  and  force  intermingled,  CHAP, 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  fadlory.     This  exploit  v^_^'  ^ 
being  achieved,  he  made  no  fecret  of  his  dcfign  to    mQ. 
deprive  the  EngH(h  of  all  their  fettlements.     With 
this  view  he  marched  to  Calcutta,  at  the  head  of  a 
numerous  army,  and  invefted  the  place,  which  was 
then  in  no  pofture  of  defence. 

^  XXXIX.  The  Governor,  intimidated  by  the 
number  and  power  of  the  enemy,  abandoned  the 
fort,  and  with  fome  principal  perfons  redding  in  the 
fettlcment,  took  refuge  on  board  a  (hip  in  the  river, 
Carr3nng  along  with  them  their  mod  valuable  cfFefts, 
and  the  books  of  the  company.  Thus  the  defence 
of  the  place  devolved  to  Mr.  Hoi  well,  the  fecond 
in  command,  who,  with  the  affiftance  of  a  few  gal- 
lant officers,  and  a  very  feeble  garrifod,  maintained 
it  with  uncoitimon  courage  and  refolution  againft 
feveral  attacks,  until  he  was  overp6wered  by  num^ 
bcTs,  and  the  enemy  had  forced  their  way  into  the 
caftle.  Then  he  was  obliged  to  fubmit ;  and  the 
Suba,  or  Viceroy,  promifed  on  the  word  of  a  foldier, 
that  no  injinry  (hould  be  done  to  him  or  his  garrifon. 
Neverthelefs,  they  were  all  driven,  to  the  number  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-fix  perfons  of  both  fexes,  int6 
a  place  called  the  Black  Hole  Prifon,  a  cube  of  about 
eighteen  feet,  walled  up  to  the  eaftward  and  fouthward, 
the  only  quarters  from  which  they  could  expetft  the 
leaft  refrefliing  air,  and  open  to  the  weftward  by  two 
windows  flrongly  barred  with  iron,  through  which 
there  was  no  perceptible  circulation.  The  humane 
reader  will  conceive  with  horror  the  miferable  fitua- 
tion  to  which  they  mud  have  been  reduced,  when 
thus  ftewed  up  in  a  clofe  fultry  night  under  fuch  a 
climate  as  that  of  Bengal,  cfpecially  when  he  refledls 
that  many  of  them  Were  wounded,  and  all  of  them 
fatigued  with  hard  duty.  Tranfported  with  rage  to 
find  themfclves  thus  barbaroufly  cooped  up  in  a 
place  where  they  muft  be  expofed  to  fufFooation, 
thofe  h^lefs  vidlims  endeavoured  to  force  open  the 
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BOOK  door,  that  they  might  rufh  upon  the  fwords  of  the 
^  ^1^-  J  barbarians  by  whom  they  were  furrounded  ;  but  all 
17*6.  ^heir  efforts  were  ineffcdUial  ;  the  door  was  made  to 
open  inwards,  and  being  once  fhut  upon  them,  the 
crowd  prefled  upon  it  fo  ftrongly  as  to  render  all 
their  endeavours  abortive :  then  they  were  over- 
whelmed with  diflradlion  and  defpair.  Mr.  Holwell, 
who  had  placed  himfelf  at  one  of  the  windows,  ac- 
coded  a  Jemmautdaar,  or  ferjeant  of  the  Indian 
guard,  and  having  endeavoured  to  excite  his  com- 
paffion,  by  drawing  a  pathetick  pi6lure  of  their  fuf- 
icrings,  promifed  to  gratify  him  with  a  thoulknd 
rupees  in  the  morning,  if  he  could  find  means  to 
remove  one  half  of  them  into  a  feparate  apartment. 
The  foldier,  allured  by  the  promife  of  fuch  a  reward, 
afTured  him  he  would  do  his  endeavour  for  their 
relief,  and  retired  for  that  purpofe,  but  in  a  few 
minutes  returned,  and  told  him  that  the  Suba,  by 
whofe  order  alone  fuch  a  ilep  cduld  be  taken,  was 
allcep,  and  no  perfon  durft  difturb  his  repofe.  By 
this  time  a  profufe  fweat  had  broke  out  on  every  in- 
dividual, and  this  was  attended  with  an  inlatiable 
third,  which  became  the  more  intolerable  as  the 
body  was  drained  of  its  moiflure.  In  vain  thofc 
miferable  objedls  ftripped  themfelves  of  their  clothes, 
fquatted  down  on  their  hams,  and  fanned  the  air 
with  their  hats,  to  produce  a  refrefhing  undulation. 
Many  were  unable  to  rife  again  from  this  pofture, 
but  falling  down  were  trod  to  death,  or  fufFocated. 
The  dreadful  fymptom  of  thirft  was  now  accompa- 
nied with  a  difficulty  of  refpiration,  and  every  indi- 
vidual gafped  for  breath.  Their  defpair  became 
outrageous  :  again  they  attempted  to  force  the  door, 
and  provoke  the  guard  to  fire  upon  them  by  execra- 
tion and  abufc.  The  cry  of  "  Water !  Waver !" 
ifllied  from  every  mouth.  Even  the  Jemmautdaar 
was  moved  to  compaffion  at  their  diftrefs.  He  or* 
dered  his  foldiers  to  bring  fome  Ikins  of  water,  whicji 
fcrved  only  to  enrage  the  appetite,  and  increafe  the 
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general  agitation.  There  was  no  other  way  of  con-  CHAP. 
vcying  it  through  the  windows  but  by  hats,  and  this  ^  /^'  ^ 
was  rendered  ineffectual  by  the  eagernefs  and  tranf-^y^ 
ports  of  the  wretched  prifoners,  who  at  fight  of  it 
(h-uggled  and  raved  even  into  fits  of  delirium.  In 
confequence  of  thefe  contefts,  very  little  reached 
thofe  who  flood  neareft  the  windows,  while  the  reft, 
at  the  farther  end  of  of  the  prifon,  were  totally  ex- 
cluded from  all  relief,  and  continued  calling  upon  their 
friends  for  afliftance,  and  conjuring  them  by  all  the 
tender  cries  of  pity  and  affe6lion.  To  thofe  who  were 
indulged,  it  proved  pernicious  ;  for,  inftead  of  al- 
la3nng  their  thirfl,  it  enraged  their  impatience  for 
more.  The  confufion  became  general  and  horrid : 
all  was  clamour  and  conteft ;  thofe  who  were  at  a 
diftance  endeavoured  to  force  their  paflage  to  the 
window,  and  the  weak  were  preffed  down  to  the 
ground,  never  to  rife  again.  The  inhuman  ruffians 
without,  derived  entertainment  from  their  mifery : 
they  fupplied  the  prifoners  with  more  water,  and 
held  up  lights  clofe  to  the  bars  that  they  might 
enjoy  the  inhuman  pleafure  of  feeing  them  fight  for 
the  baneful  indulgence.  Mr.  Holwell  feeing  all  his 
particular  friends  lying  dead  around  him,  and  tram- 
pled upon  by  the  living,  finding  himfelf  wedged  up 
fo  clofe  as  to  be  deprived  of  all  motion,  begged,  as 
the  laft  inftance  of  their  regard,  that  they  would  re- 
move the  preflure,  and  allow  him  to  retire  from  the 
window,  that  he  might  die  in  quiet.  Even  in  thofe 
dreadful  circumftances,  which  might  be  fuppofed 
to  have  levelled  all  diftindion,  the  poor  delirious 
wretches  manifefted  a  refpedl  for  his  rank  and  cha- 
radler :  they  forthwith  gave  way,  and  he  forced  his 
paflage  into  the  centre  of  the  place,  which'  was  not 
crowded  fo  much,  becaufe,  by  this  time,  about 
one-third  of  the  number  had  perifhed,  and  lay  in 
little  compafs  on  the  floor,  while  the  reft:  ftill 
crowded  to  both  windows.  He  retired  to  a  platform 
at  the  farther  end  of  the  room,  and  laying  down  upon 
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BOOK  f^nie  of  his  dead  friends,  recornmended  his  ibul  to 
HI.     heaven.     Here  his  third  grew  infupportable ;  his 

*^J^^^  difficulty  in  breathing  increafed,  and  he  was  feized 
with  a  flrong  palpitation.  Thefe  violent  fymptoms^ 
which  he  could  not  bear,  urged  him  to  make  an- 
other effort:  he  forc^  his  way  back  to  the  window, 
and  cried  aloud,  "  Water  !  for  God's  fake !"  He 
had  been  fupp(;>fed  already  dead  by  his  wretched 
i^ompanions,  but  finding  him  ftill  alive,  they  exhi* 
bited  another  extraordinary  proof  of  tendemels  and 
regard  to  his  perfon :  "  Give  him  water,'*  they 
cried  ;  nor  would  any  of  them  attempt  to  touch  it 
until  he  had  drank.  He  now  breathed  more  frcdy, 
find  the  palpitation  ceafed  :  but  finding  himfelf  fiill 
more  thirfty  after  drinking,  he  abOained  from  wa^ 
ter,  and  moiflened  his  mouth  from  time  to  time, 
by  fucking  the  perfpiration  from  his  (hirt  flecve*. 
The  miferable  prifoners,  perceiving  that  water  rather 
aggravated  than  relieved  their  diftrefs,  grew  clamor- 
ous for  air,  and  repeated  their  infults  to  the  gnard^ 
loading  the  Suba  and  his  Governor  with  the  mod 
virulent  reproach.  From  railing,  they  had  recourfe 
tp  prayer,  befceching  heavea  to  put  an  end  to  their 
mifery.  They  now  began  to  drop  on  all  hands ; 
but  then  a  fleam  arofe  from  the  hving,  and  the  dead, 
a$  pungent  and  volatile  as  fpirit  of  hartlhorn ;  fo 
that  all  who  could  not  approach  the  windows  were 
fuftocated.  Mr.  Holwell,  being  weary  of  life,  retired 
once  more  to  the  platform,  and  ftrctched  himfelf  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Jervis  Bellamy,  who,  together  with 
his  fon,  a  Lieutenant,  lay  dead  in  each  other's  cm- 
brace.  In  this  fituation  he  was  foon  deprived  of 
fcnfe,  and  lay  to  all  appearance  dead  till  day  broke, 
when  his  body  was  difcovered,  and  removed  by  his 
furviving  friends  to  one  of  the  windows,  where  the 

*  In  his  despair  of  obtaining  water,  this  unhappy  gentleman  had 
attempted  to  cirink   his  own  urine,  but  found  it  intoleraUy   biiteri 
.,    whereas  the  moisture  that  flowed  from  the  pores  of  his  body  was  soft, 
pleaiant^  ai^4  refrcihiug, 
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frefti  air  revived  him,  and  he  was  reftored  to  his  chap. 
£ght  and  fenfcs.    The  Suba,  at  laft,  being  informed      ^'    ^ 
thajt  the  greater  part  of  the  prifoners  were  lufFocated,    i^^^ 
enquired  if  the  chief  was  aUve  ;  ^nd  bein^  anfwered 
in  the  ^rmative,  fent  an  order  for  their  immediate 
releaie,  when  no  more  than  twenty-three  farvived  of 
an  hundred  and  forty-fix  who  had  entered  alive. 

§  -XL.  Nor  was  the  late  deliverance,  even  of  thefe 
few,  owing  to  any  fentiment  of  compaffion  in  the 
Viceroy.  He  bad  received  intimation,  that  there 
was  a  confiderable  treafure  fecreted  in  the  fort,  and 
that  Mr.  Holwell  knew  the  place  where  it  was  depo- 
lltcd.  That  gentleman,  who,  with  his  furviving 
companions,  Mjd  been  feized  with  a  putrid  fever, 
immediately  upon  their  releafe,  was  dragged  in  that 
condition  before  the  inhuman  Suba,  who  queftioned . 
him  about  the  treafure,  which  exifled  no  where  but 
in  bis  own  imagination  ;  and  would  give  no  credit 
to  his  proteftations,  when  he  folemnly  declared  he 
knew  of  no  fuch  dcpolit.  Mr.  Holwell  and  three 
of  his  friends  were  loaded  with  fetters,  and  conveyed 
three  miles  to  the  Indian  camp,  where  they  lay  all 
night  expofed  to  a  fevere  rain :  next  morning  they 
were  brought  back  to  town,  flill  manaqled,  under 
the  fcorching  beams  of  a  fun  intenfely  hot ;  and 
muft  infallibly  have  expired,  had  not  nature  expelled 
the  fever  in  large  painful  boils,  that  covered  almofl: 
the  whole  body.  In  this  piteous  condition  they 
were  embarked  in  an  open  boat  for  Muxadavad, 
the  capital  of  Bengal,  and  underwent  fuch  cruel 
treatment  and  mifery  in  their  paflage,  as  would 
Ihock  the  humane  reader,  (hould  he  perufe  the  par- 
ticulars. At  Muxadavad  they  were  led  through 
the  city  in  chains,  as  a  fpedtacle  to  the  inhabita,nts, 
lodged  in  an  open  ftable,  and  treated  for  fome  days 
as  the  worft  of  criminals.  At  length,  the  Suba's 
grandmother  interpofed  her  mediation  in  their  be^ 
half;  and  as  that  Prince  was  by  this  time  convinced 
that  there  was  no  treafure  concealed  at  Calcutta,  he 
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BOOK  ordered  them  to  be  fet  at  liberty.  When  fome  of 
^  ^^^:  J  his  fycophants  oppofed  this  indulgence,  reprefent- 
^^557  i"g  ^^at  Mr.  Holwcll  had  ftill  enough  left  to  pay  a 
^  confiderable  ranfom,  he  replied  with  foaie  n^ark* 
of  compunclion  and  gcnerofity,  "  If  he  has  ^y 
"  thing  left,  let  him  keep  it :  his  fufFcrings  have 
"  been  great :  he  ihall  have  his  liberty."  Mr.  Hol- 
well  and  his  friends  were  no  fooner  unfettered,  than 
they  took  water  for  the  Dutch  Tankfall  or  mint, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  city,  where  they  were 
received  with  great  tendernefs  and  hqmanity.  The 
reader,  we  hope,  will  excufc  us  for  having  thus  par- 
ticularifed  a  tranfacStion  fo  intcrefting  and  extraor- 
dinary in  all  its  circumftances.  The  Suba  having 
deftroyed  Calcutta,  and  difperfed  the  inhabitants, 
extorted  large  fums  from  the  French  and  Dutch 
fa6lories,  that  he  might  difplay  a  fpirit  of  impar- 
tiality againft  all  the  Europeans,  even  in  his  opprcf- 
fion,  aiid  returned  to  his  city  of  Muxadavad  in  tri- 
umph. By  the  redu6lion  of  Calcutta,  the  Englifh 
Eaft-India  company's  affairs  were  fo  much  embroiled 
in  that  part  of  the  world,  that  perhaps  nothing  could 
have  retrieved  them  but  the  interpofition  of  a  nati- 
onal force,  and  the  good  fortune  of  a  Clive,  whofe 
enterprifes  were  always  crowned  with  fuccefs. 

^  XLL  As  the  Englifh  Eaft-India  Company  had, 
for  a  whole  century,  been  at  a  confiderable  expencc 
in  maintaining  a  marine  force  at  Bombay,  to  pro- 
tect their  (hips  from  the  piracies  of  the  Angrias,  who 
had  rendered  themfelves  independent  Pnnces,  and 
forrificd  Geriah  in  that  neighbourhood ;  many  un- 
fucccfsful  attempts  had  been  made  to  deflroy  their 
naval  power,  and  reduce  the  fortrefs,  under  which 
they  always  took  fhelter.  In  the  year  one  thouland 
feven  hundred  and  fifty-four,  the  fleet  .of  Tullagec 
Angria,  the  reigning  Prince,  attacked  three  Dutch 
(hips  of  force,  which  they  either  took  or  deftroyed. 
Elated  with  this  fuccefs,  he  boafied  that  he  ftiould 
in  a  little  time  fweep  the  feas  of  the  Europeans,  and 
3  began 
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began  to  build  fomc  large  fhips,  to  reinforce  his  CHAP, 
grabs  and  gallivats,  which  were  the  veflels  on  which  ^^    V- 
he   had  formerly  depended.     Next  year  his  neigh-  ^^f^ 
botxrs   the  Mahratras,  having  lignified  to  the  pre- 
fidency  at  Bombay,  that  they  were  difpofed  to  join 
in  the  neceflary  fcrvice  of  humbling  this  common 
enemy  fo  formidable  to  the  whole  Malabar  coail. 
Commodore  James  was  detached  with  fome  (hips  of 
force  to  attack  Angria,  in  conjun6tion  with   thofc 
allies.     They   accordingly   joined  him  with   feven 
grabs  and  fixty  gallivats.    They  proceeded  to  the 
harbour  of  Sevcndroog,  where   Angria's  fleet  lay  at 
anchor :  but  they  no  fooner  received  intelligence  of 
bis  approach  than   they    flipped    their  cables,  and 
flood  out  to  fea.     He  chafed  them  with  all  the  can- 
vafs  he  could  carry ;  but  their  vefl[els  being  lighter 
than  his,  they  efcaped  ;  and  he  returned  to  Severn- 
droog,  which  is  a  fortrefs  fituated  on  an  ifland  within 
muiket  fliot  of  the  main  land,    ibrongly,  but  irregu- 
larly fortified,  and  mounted  with  fifty  four  pieces  of 
cannon.     There  were  three  other  fmall  forts  on  the 
continent,  the  largeft  of  which  was  called  Goa.     On 
JChe  fecond  day.  of  April,  the  Commodore  began  to 
batter  and  bombard  the  ifland,  fort,  and  fort  Goa, 
at  the  fame  time.     That  of  Severndroog  was  fet  on 
fire ;  one  of  the  magazines  blew  up  ;  a  general  con- 
flagration enfued ;  the  garrifons  were  overwhelmed 
with  fire  and  confufion ;  the  Engliih  feamen  landed 
under  cover  of  the  fire  from  the  Ihips,  and  took  the 
place   by    ftorm  with  very  htrlc  lofs.     The    other 
forts  were  immediately  furrendered,  and  all  of  thcfe, 
by  treaty  delivered  to  the  Mahratras.     On  the  eighth 
of  April,   the   Commodore   anchored  off   Bancote, 
now  called  Fort  Vi<Sloria,^ne  of  the  mod  northern 
parts    of     Angria's    dominion,    which    furrendered 
without  oppofition,  and  ilill  remains  in  the  hands  of 
the  Englifli  Eaft-India  Company,  by  the  confent  of 
the  Mahrattas.     The  harbour  is  good,  and   here  is 
VOL.  HI.  N  N  a  great 
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BOOK  a  great  trade  for  fait  and  other  commodities  fcnt 
^^^'  J  hither  jfrom  Bombay. 

^  XLII.  It  was  in  November  following,  that  the 
fquadron  under  Admiral  Watfon  arrived  at  Bombay, 
whve  it  was  refolvcd  to  give  Angria  the  finifhing 
flroke,  ftill  in  conjunction  with  the  Mahrattas.  Me^n 
while  Commodore  James  was    fent    to    reconnoitre 
Geriah,  the  capital  of  his  dominions,  and  to  found 
the  depth  of  the  harbour  ;  a  fervice  which  he  fuc- 
cefsfully  performed.     The  Admiral  being  joined  by 
a  divifion  of  (hips,  fitted  out  at  the  Company's  ex- 
pence,    having  on  board   a    body  of  troops   com- 
manded by  Colonel  Clive,  failed  on  the  feventh  day 
of  February,    and   found  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Geriah  the  Mahratta  fleet,  confifting  of  four  grabs, 
and  forty  fmaller  vefltls,  called  gallivats,  lying  to  the 
northward  of  the  place,  in  a  creek  called  Rajipore; 
and  a  land-army  of  horfe  and   foot  amounting  to 
feven  or  eight  thoufand  men,  the  whole  commanded 
by  Rhamagec  Punt,  who    had   already  taken    one 
fmall  fort,  and  was  aClually  treating  about  the  fur- 
render  of  Geriah.     Angria  himfelf  had  quitted  the 
place,  but  his  wife  and  family  remained  under  the 
protedlion  of  his  brother-in-law ;  who,  being  fum- 
moned  to  furrender  by  a  meflage  from  the  Admiral 
replied  that   he  would  defend  the  place  to   the  laft 
extremity.     In  confequence  of  this  refufal,  the  whole 
Englifh  fleet  in  two  divifions,  failed    on  the  twelfth 
day  of  February  into  the   harbour,  and  fuftained  a 
warm  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries  as  they  pafltd, 
as  well  as  from  the  grabs  ported  in  the   harbour  for 
that  purpofe  :  this,  however,  was  foon  filenced  after 
the  fliips  were  brought  to  their  ftarions,  fo  as  to  re- 
turn the  falutation.     Between  the  hours  of  four  and 
fi\e  in  the  afrernoon,  a  fhell  being  thrown   into  one 
of  Angria's  armed    veffels,  fet  heron  fire;  and  the 
flames  comnuinicating  to  the  reft,  they  were  all  de- 
ft royed  ;  between  fix  and  feven  the   fort  was  fet  oa 
fire  by  another  ftiell  ;  and  foon  after  the  firing  ceafed 
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on  both  fides.  The  Admiral,  fofpedHng  that  the  chap. 
Governor  of  the  place  would  funrender  it  to  the  ^^• 
Wahrattas  rather  than  to  the  Englifli,  difembarked  \^^^ 
aH  the  troops  under  Mr.  Clive,  that  he  might  be 
at  hand,  in  cafe  of  emergency,  to  take  polleflion. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  fort  was  bombarded  ;  the  line 
of  battle  (hips  were  warped  near  enough  to  batter  in 
breach  ;  and  then  the  Admiral  fent  an  officer,  with 
a  flag  of  truce  to  the  Governor,  requiring  him  to 
furrender.  His  propofal  being  again  rejecSfed,  the 
Englifh  fhips  renewed  their  fire  next  day  with  re- 
doubled vigour.  About  one  o'clock  the  magazine 
of  the  fort  blew  up,  and  at  four  the  garrifon  hung 
out  a  white  flag  for  capitulation.  The  parley  that 
enfued  proving  inefFcflual,  the  engagement  began 
again,  and  continued  till  fifteen  minutes  after  five ; 
when  the  white  flag  was  again  difplayed,  and  now 
the  Governor  fubmitted  to  the  terms  which  were  im- 
pofed.  Angria's  flag  was  immediately  hauled  down ; 
and  two  Englifh  Captains  taking  pofIef!ion  of  the 
fort  with  a  detachment,  forthwith  hoirted  the  Britifh 
cnfign.  To  thefe  Captains,  whofe  names  were 
Buchannan  and  Forbes,  the  Mahrattas  offered  a 
bribe  of  fifty  thoufand  rupees,  if  they  would. allow 
them  to  psfs  their  guards,  that  they  might  take  pof- 
feffion  of  the  fort  for  themfelves ;  but  this  offer  was 
rejected  with  difdain,  and  immediately  difclofed  to 
Colonel  Clive,  who  took  effeflual  meafures  to  fruf- 
trate  their  defign.  In  this  place,  which  was  reduced 
with  very  inconfiderable  lofs,  the  conquerors  found 
above  two  hundred  cannon,  fix  brafs  mortars,  a 
large  quantity  of  ammunition,  with  money  and 
effects  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  thou- 
fand pounds.  The  fleet  which  was  deflroyed  con- 
fided of  eight  grabs,  one  fliip  finifhed,  two  upon 
the  flocks,  and  a  good  number  of  gallivats.  Among 
the  prifoners,  the  Admiral  found  Angria's  wife, 
children,  and  mother,  loward  whom  he  demeaned 
himfelf  with  great  humanity.     Three  hundred  Eu-, 
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BOOK  ropean  foldiers  and  as  many  fepojrs,    were  left  to 

vJlJL^  guard  the  fort ;  and  four  of  the  Company's  armed 

17567   veflcls  remained  in  the  harbour  for  the  defence  of 

the  place,    which  was  extremely  well  fituated  for 

commerce*, 

§  XLIII.  The  Admiral  and  Mr.  Clive  failed  back 
to  Madras  in  triumph,  and  there  another  plan  was 
formed  for  rcftoring  the  Company's  affairs  upon  the 
Ganges,  recovering  Calcutta,  and  taking  vengeance 
on  the  cruel  Viceroy  of  Bengal.  In  Odober  they 
fet  fail  again  for  the  bottom  of  the  Bay ;  and  about 
the  beginning  of  December  arrived  at  Balafore,  in 
the  kingdom  of  Bengal.  Having  croffed  the  Braces, 
they  proceeded  up  the  river  Ganges  as  far  as  Falta, 
vhere  they  found  Governor  Drake,  and  the  other 
perfons  who  had  efcaped  on  board  of  the  (hips  when 
Calcutta  was  invefted.  Colonel  Clive  was  difem- 
barked  with  his  forces  to  attack  the  fort  of  Bufbudgta 
by  land,  while  the  Admiral  battered  it  by  fea :  but 
the  place  being  ill  provided  with  cannon,  did  not 
hold  out  above  an  hour  after  the  firing  began.  This 
conqueft  being  atchieved  at  a  very  eafy  purchafe,  two 
of  the  great  mips  anchored  between  Tanny  fort  and 
a  battery  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  which  were 
abandoned  before  one  (hot  was  difcharged  againft 
cither ;  thus  the  paflage  was  laid  open  to  Calcutta, 
thr  rodu6tion  of  which  we  (hall  record  among  the 
tranfa6tions  of  the  enfuing  year. 

*  When  the  Admiral  entered  their  apartment,  the  whole  hnniy 
shedding  floods  of  tears  fell  with  their  faces  to  the  ground  ;  from 
ivhich  being  raised,  the  mother  of  Angria,  told  him,  in  a  piteout 
tone,  the  people  had  no  king,  she  no  son,  her  daughter  no  husband, 
their  children  no  father.  The  Admiral  replying,  •«  they  must  look 
upon  him  as  their  father  and  tlieir  friend  ;**  the  youngest  boy,  about 
six  ytAn  of  age.  seised  him  by  the  hand,  and  sobbing  exclaimed, 
•'  then  you  shall  be  my  father."  Mr.  Watson  was  so'  affected  u-iih 
this  pathetick  address,  that  the  tears  trickled  down  his  cheeks,  whik 
he  assured  them  they  might  depend  upon  his  protection  tad  friend* 
sliip. 

BND   OP   VOLUME   THIRD. 


t.  tod  ft.  Balilwtn*  Prinlert, 
View  Bndge-«Uect,  Loadut* 
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